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CHAPI’EE Xni. 

The violence of revcJiitions is generallj proportioned to 
tlie ' degree of tlie maladministration wliicli lias produced 
tlieiii* It is therefore not strange that the goremment of 
Seotlandj haraig been diming many years flir more oppressive 
and corrupt than the govermnent of Eiigland^, should have 
Mien vrith a &r heavier min. The ■movem.eiit against the 
last Mug of the House of Stuart was in Englancl consers’-ative, 
in Scotland destructive. The English complainecl, not of the 
law, but of the violation of the law. They rose up against 
the first magistrate memly in order to assert the supremacy 
of the law. They were for the most .part strongly attached 
to the Church established by law# ^ ' Even in applying that ex- 
traordinary remedy to which an extraordinary emergency 
compelled them to have recourse, they deviated as little as 
possible fi’om the ordinary methods prescribed by the law. 
The Convention which met at Westminster, though sum- 
moned by irregular writs, was constikited on the exact model 
of a regular Great Council of the Eeahn. NTo man was' 
invited to the Upper House whose right to sit there was not 
clear. The knights and burgesses of the Lower House were 
chosen by those electors who, would- have been entitled to 
send members to a Parliament called under the great seal. 
The franchises of the forty sMIliii.g. .freeholder, of the house- 
holder paying scot and lot, .of the-. -Burgage tenant, of the 
liveryman of London, of the. Master of" Arts of Oxford, were 
respected. The sense of the- constituent bodies was taken 
with as little violence on.' the- part-' of mobs, with as little 
trickery on the part of retirniing' officers, as at any general 
election of that age* ' Wlieii,a,t length- the Estates met, their 
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deliberations were carried on witb. perfect freedom and in 
. strict accordance witb ancient forms. There was indeed^ after 
tbe first flight of James/ an alarming anarch j in London and 
in some parts of the country. ' But that anarchy nowhere 
lasted longer than forty-eight hours. From the day on wliieli 
William reached Saint James’s^ not even the most unpopular 
agents of the fallen government, not even the ministers of 
the Eoman Catholic Church, had anything to fear from the 
fuiy of the populace. 

In Scotland the course of events was very different. There 
the law itself was a grievance; and James had perhaps in- 
curred more unpopularity by enforcing it than by violating ib^ 
The Church established by law was the most odious institu- 
tion in the realm. The tribunal^ had |)ronounced some sen- ^ 
tences so flagitious, the Parliament had passed some Acts so 
oppressive, that, unless those sentences and those Acts were 
treated as nullities, it would be impossible to bring together 
a Convention commanding the public respect and expressing 
the public opinion. It was hardly to be expected, for ex- 
ample, that the Whigs, in this day of their power, would en- 
dure to see then* hereditary leader, the son of a mart^yx, the 
grandson of a martyr, excluded froih the Parliament House 
in which nine of his ancestors had sate as Earls of Argyle, 
and excluded by a judgment on which the whole Icingdom 
cried shame. Still less was it to be expected that they would 
suffer the election of members for counties and towns to Ije 
conducted according to the provisions of the existing law. 

For under the existing law no elector could vote without 
swearing that he renounced the Covenant, and that he acknow- 
ledged the Royal supremacy in matters ecclesiasticah* Such 
an oath no rigid Presbyterian could take. If such an oath 
had been exacted, the constituent bodies would have l>eeii 
merely small knots, of prelatists: the business of devising 
/securities .against oppression would have been left to the 
oppressors;, and the .great. party which had been most active 
in effecting the Revolution would, in an assembly sprung from 
the Revolution, have had not a single representative, t 
. William saw that he must, not think of paring to the laws 
of Scotland that scrupulous respect which he had wisely and 
righteously paid to the laws of England. It was absolutely 
necessary that he should determine by his own authority ^ 

* Act. Pari. Stfot.» Atig. SI. 1681. from a Scotclj gwitlcmaJi in Amstwdam 
t Balcarras’s^Memohs; Stert to Ms friend in London, 1712* 

of the Revolution in Scotland in a lett^ 
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tow ttat CoBveiition wliiet was to meet at Bdinbrngt stotdd 
be chosen, and that te stonld assmne the power of annnlliiig 
some judgments and some statutes. He accordingly sum- 
moned to the Parliament House several Lords who tad been 
deprived of tte.ir to.iionrs.:by sentences wHcli tlie general 
voice loudly condemned as unjust 5 and te took on Mmself 
to, dispense with the Act which deprived Presbyterians of the 
elective franchise. ^ ■ 

The consequence was that the choice of almost aE the 
shires and burghs fell on Whig ' candidates. The defeated 
party complained loudly of foul play,, of .the rudeness of the 
populace, and of the paidi^iliiy of the- presiding magistrates ; 
and these complaints were in many case.s weE founded. It is 
not under such rulers as LaMerdale and Hiindee that nations 
learn justice and moderation."^ . 

ITor was it only at the elections that the popular feeling, 
so long and so severely compressed, exploded with violence. 
The heads and the hands of the martyred Whigs were taken 
down from the gates of Edinburgh, carried in procession hy 
great multitudes to ihe cemeteries, and laid in the earth with 
solemn respect.f It would have been weE if the public en- 
thusiaam had manifested itself in no less praiseworthy form. 
UnhappEy throughout a large part of Scotland the clergy of 
the Established Ohureh were, to use the phrase then common, 
rabbled* The morning of Cferistmas &y vms fixed for the 
commencement of these outra^s. Wot nothing disgusted the 
rigid Covenanter more than the reverence paid i>y the pre-- 
latist to the ancient holidays of the Church. Tliai such 
reverence may he canied to an absurd extreme is true. But 
a phEosoplier may perhaps he inclined to think the opposite 
extreme not less absurd, and may ask why religion should re- 
ject tlie aid of associations wMch exist iu every nation suffi- 
ciently civEised to have a calendar, and which are found by 
experience to have a powerful and often a salutary effect. 
The Puiitan, who was, in general, but too ready to^folow 
precedents and analogies drawn from the history and jtuis- 
prudence Of the Jews might have found in the Old Testament 
quite as clear warrant for keeping festivals idi honour of great 
events as for assaasinaiing bishops and refusing quarter to 
captives. He certainly did not 1mm from Ms master, Calvin, 
to hold such festivals in abhorreni^ ; for it was in consequence 

V '**' Balcarras’s Memoirs ; Life of James,, Pnnce of Orauge in relation to tiie Af- 
ii. 341, * fairs -of Seofcland, by two Persons of 

t A Memorial for His Highness the Quality, 1689. 
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CHAP, of tlie strenuoTis exertions of Calyin tliat Clxristmas was, after 
XIII. ^ interval of some years, again observed bj tlie citizens of 
Geneva.-^ But there had arisen in Scotland Calvinists who 
were to Calvin what Calvin was to Land. To these austere 
fanatics a holiday was an object of positive disgust and 
hatred. They long continued in their solemn manifestoes 
to reckon it among the sins which would one day bring down 
some fearful judgment on the land that the Court of Session 
took a vacation in the last week of December.f 

On Cliristmas day, therefore, the Covenanters held armed 
musters by concert in many parts of the western shires. Each 
* band marched to the nearest manse, and sacked the cellar 
and larder of the minister, which at that season were pro*- 
bably better stocked than usual. The priest of Ban,l was re- 
viled and insnlted, sometimes beaten, sometimes ducked. His 
fomiture was thrown out of the windows ; his wife and 
children turned out of doors in the snow. He was then 
carried to the marketplace, and exposed diirmg some time 
as a malefactor. His gown was torn to shreds over Hs head ; 
if he had a prayer book in his pocket it was burned ; and he 
was dismissed with a charge, never, as he valued Ms life, to 
officiate in the parish again. The work of reformation hav- 
ing been thus completed, the reformers locked up the church 
and departed with the keys. In fairness to ihese men it must 
be owned that they had suffered such oppression as may ex- 
cuse, though it cannot justify, their violence ; and that, though 
they were rude even to brutaliiy, they do not appear to have 
been guilty of any intentional injury to life or limb.J 

The disorder spread fast. In Ayrshire, Clydesdale, Mtliis- 
dale, Annandale, every parish was visited by these toibulent 
zealots. About two hundred curates,— so the episcopal parish 

* See OaJviii^s letter to Haller, iv. , plaint was repeated, A poor crazy crea- 
Non. Jan. ,1551: "Prinsqnamnrbemnn- tore, whose nonsense has been tfioiiglife 
qttam ingrederer, nnllae prorsus erant worthy of being reprinted even in oiir 
ferise prseter diem Donunicnm. .Ex quo own time, says : ** I leave my testimony 
snm revocatns hoc temperamenttim qnae- against the abominable Act "of toe ]>rJ- 
.siyi, nt Christi natalis celebraretur.” tended Queen Anne and her pretended 

t In the Act, Declaration, and Testi-- British, really Brutish Pa rli anient, for 
mony of the Seceders, dated in Decern- enacting the obsci-vanee oi’ that whieli is 
ber 1736, it is said that countenance is called the Yule Vaeanco ," — The Dying 
given by authority of Parliament to the Testimony of William Wilson, sometime 
observation of Holidays in Scotland, by Schoolmaster in Park, in the Parish of 
the vacation of our most considerable Douglas, aged 68, who died in 1757. 
Courts of Justice m the latter end of | An Account of the Present Persecu- 
December.” This is declared to be a tion of the Church in Scot land, in several 
national_sin, and a ground of the Lord’s Letters, 1690 ; The Case of the alSicted 
indignation. In March, 1758, the Asso- Clergy in Scotland, truly represented^ 
ciate Synod addressed a Solemn Warning 1690 ; Faithful Contending^ Displayed ‘ 
to the nation, in which the same eom- Burnet,!, 805, 
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' priests were called^— were expelled. ^ Tlie grayer Coyenanters, CHAP. 
wMle tliej, applauded ferrour of th^r riotous bretlireB,' 
were apprelieiisiye tliat proceedings so irregnlar migM giye 
scandal, and learned, with especial concern, that here and , 
there an Achan had disgraced the good cause "by stooping to 
plunder the Canaanites whom he ought only to haye smitten. 

A general meeting of ministers and elders was called for the 
purpose of preventing such discreditable excesses. In. thiS' 
meeting it was determined that, for the future, the ejection 
of the established clergy should be performed in a more cere- 
monious manner. A form of notice was drawn up and served 
on every curate in the Western Lowlands who had not yet 
been rabbled. This notice was simply a threatening letter, 
commanding him to quit his parish peaceably, on j>ain of 
being tiimed out by force.* 

The Scottish Bishops, in great dismay, sent the Dean of 
Glasgow to plead the cause of their persecuted Church at 
Westminster. The outrages committed by the Covenanters 
were in the highest degree offensive to William, who had, in 
the south of the island, protected even Benedictines and 
^ Franciscans from insult and spoliation. But, though he had, 
at the request of a large number of the noblemen and gentle- 
men of Scotland, taken on himself provisionally the executive 
administration of that kingdom, the means of maintaining 
order there were not at his command. He had not a single 
regiment north of the Tweed, or indeed within many miles of 
that river. It was vain to hope that mere words would qxdet 
a nation which had not, in any age, been very amenable to 
control, and which was now agitated by hopes and resent- 
ments, such as great revolutions, fonowing great oppressions, 

^ naturally engender. A proclamation was however put forth,- 
directing that all people should lay down their arms, and 
that, till the Conveiition should have settled the government, 
the clergy of the Established -Ghiurch. should' be suffered to 
reside on their cures without molestation. But this procla- 
mation, not being supported by troops, was Httle regarded. 

, On.the.very day. after .it was published at Glasgow, the vene- 
rable Cathedral of that city, almost the only fine church of the 
middle ages which stan& uninjured in Scotland, was attacked 
,. ..by .a crowd of Bresbyierians from^the meeting houses, with 
whom were miiagied many of their fiercer brethren from the 
Mis. It was a Sunday: but to rabble a congregation of 

* Tlie form of notice will be found ia the hook entitled Faithful Conteadiip 
Displayed, 
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CHAP, prelaiists was^ held to be a work of necessity and mercy, 
. ^ The worshippers "v^ere dispersed, beaten, and pelted with 

snowballs. It was indeed asserted that some wounds were 
inflicted with much more formidable weapons."^ 
mate of Edinburgh, the seat of government, was in a state of 
Ediaturgh. anarchy. The Castle, which commanded the whole city, was 
stiU held for James by the Duke of Gordon. The common 
people were generally Whigs. The College of Justice, a great 
forensic society composed of judges, advocates, writers to the 
signet, and solicitors, was the stronghold of Toryism; for a 
. rigid test had during some years excluded Presbyterians from 
all the departments of the legal profession. The lawyers, 
some hundreds in number, formed themselves into a battalion 
of infantry, and for a time effectually kept down the multi- 
tude. They paid, however, so much respect to William’s 
authority as to disband themselves when his proclamation 
was published. But the example of obedience which they 
had set was not imitated. Scarcely had they laid doTO their 
weapons when Covenanters from the west, who had done all 
that was to be done in- the way of pelting and hustling tlio 
curates of their own neighbourhood, came dropping into 
Edinbm'gh, by tens and twenties, for the pimpose of protect- 
ing, or, if need should be, of overawing the Convention. 
Glasgow alone sent four hundred of these men. It could 
hardly be doubted that they were directed by some leader of 
great weight. They showed themselves little in any pul)iic 
place : but it was known that every cellar wiis filled with 
them; and it might weU be apprehended that-, at the first 
signal, they would pour forth from their caverns, and apj>ear 
|,rmed found the Parliament House. t 
riie'qnes- . It might have been expected that every patriotic and en- 
Scotehm an would 'have earnestly desired to see ilie 
twTenEng- .agitation appeased, and some governmenu established wMeli 
Scotland protect property and to enforce the law. 

mised!^ imperfect settlement which could be speedily made might 

■ well appear to- such a man preferable to a perfect settlement 
which must be the work of time. Just at this moinont, how- 
ever, a party, strong both in numbers and in abilities, raised 
. : ' ■ a new and most important question, which seemed not tin- 
likely to prolong the interregmim till the autumn. IMs 

^ Accomt of til© Present Persecution, 1689, signed by James 0il>soEi, acting 
1690 ; Case of tbe afflicted Ckrgj, 1690 ; for the Lord Fmmst of Olasgom 
A true Aecorait of that Interruption that f Memoirs; Blacka/s Mo- 

■was made of the SenioB of Ooi on Sim- moira. . 
daj last, being the Iftli of Febnmiy,-.'-.: 
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partj maintamed that tlie Estates oiigM not immediately to 
declare William and Mary King and Qneen^ but to propose 
to England, a treaty of nnionj, and to keep tke tlirone vacant 
till such a treaty should be concluded on terms advantageous 
to Scotland.* 

It may seem strange that a large portion of a people, whose 
patriotism, exhibited, often in a heroic, tod sometimes in a 
comic form, has long been proverbial, should have been 
willing, nay impatient, to Burrenier , an independence which 
had been, through many ages, dearly prized and manMly 
defended. The truth is that the stubborn spirit wliich the 
arms of the Plantagenets and Tudors had been unable to 
subdue had begun to yield to a very different kind of force. 
Customhouses and tariffs were rapidly doing what the carnage 
.of Falkirk and Halidoii, of Elodden and Pinkie, had failed to 
do. Scotland had some experience of the effects of an union. 
She had,, near, forty years before, been united to England on 
such terms as England, flushed with conquest, chose to dictate* 
That union wm inseparably associated in the minds of the 
vanquished people with defeat and humiliation. And yet even 
that union, cruelly as it had wounded the pride of the Scots, 
had promoted their prosperity. Cromwell, with wisdom and 
liberality rare in his age, had esteblish^ the most complete 
freedom of trade between the dominant and tibie subject 
country. While he govemedl, no prohibition, no duty, 
peded the transit of commodities from any parti of tibe island 
to any other. BjS navigation laws imposed no restraint on 
the trade of Scotland. A Scotch vessel was at liberiy to 
cany a Scotch cargo to Barbadoes, and to bring the sugars 
of Barbadoes into the port of London.f The rule of the 
tector therefore had been propitious to the industry and to 
the physical wellbeing of the Scottish people. Hating him 
and cursing him, they could not help thriving under him, and 
often, during the administration of iheir legitimate princes, 
looked baok with regret to the golden days of the uiiirper.l 

tli 0 kiagdoia. fcimfc it coiit-muea all 
tkat while in a r&rj iottrishijig state, 
...... We always feefcoB those eight 

yeiors ©f usaippatioii a time of great peace 
aai' ' ^^JDnriag the time of 

the Cromwell,” stirs Fletelier, 

imagju'ed ourselves t.o be in, a tole- 
raMe, condition with respect fo the .liisfe 
particular (trade. and moaty) by reascai 
of '..that. e3L.|3eiise which wa? matle in the 
realm by those forces that kept \m in 
subjection.” The trui 


* Burnet, ii. .21. 

t Scobell, 1654, cap. 0, ; and Oliver’s 
Ordmanee in Gotmcil of the 12fch of 
April in the same year. 

_ I Burnet and Fletcher of Saltoun men- 
tion the prosperity of Scotland tuider the 
Protector, but ascribe it to a cause quite 
inadequate to the production of such an 
effect. ** There wsis,” says Burnet, **a 
considorable forcr* of about scTen or eight 
thousand men kept in Scotland. The 
pay of the army brought so much money 
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The Eestomtion came, and ehaiiged eyerytliiiig. The Scots 
regamed their mdependeuce, and soon began to find that in- 
dependence had its discomfort as well as its dignity. The 
English Parliament treated them as aliens and as rivals. A ^ 
new ISTavigation Act put them on almost, the same footing 
with the Dutch. High duties, and in some case prohibitory 
duties, were imposed on the products of Scottish industry. 

It is not wonderful that a nation eminently indnstrions, 
shrewd, and enterprising, a nation which, having been long 
kept back by a sterile soil and a severe climate, was just 
beginning to prosper in spite of these disadvantages, and 
which found its progress suddenly stopped, should think it- 
self cruelly treated. Yet there was no help. Complaint was 
vain. Eetaliation was impossible. The Sovereign, even if 
he had the wish, had not the power, to bear himself evenly 
between his large and his small kingdom, between the king- 
dom from which he drew an annual revenue of a million and 
a half and the kingdom from which he drew an amiual revenue 
of little more than sixty thousand pounds. He dared neither 
to refuse his assent to any English law injurious to the trade 
of Scotland, nor to give his assent to any Scotch law inju- 
rious to the trade of England. 

The complaints of the Scotch, however, were so loud that 
Ckarles, in 1667, appointed Commissioners to arrange tlie 
terms of a commercial treaty between the two British king- 
doms. The conferences were soon broken off; and all that 
passed while they continued proved that there was only one 
way in which Scotland could obtain a share of the commer- 
cial prosperity which England at that time enjoyed.* The 
Scotch must become one people with the English. The Par- ^ 
liament which had hitherto sate at Edinburgh must be in- ‘ 
corporated with tke Parliament which sate at Westminster. 

Tke sacrifice could not but be painfully felt by a brave and 
haughty people, who had, during twelve generations, regarded 
the southern domination with deadly aversion, and whose 
hearts still swelled at the thought of the death of Wallace 
and of tbe triumphs of Bruce. There were doubtless many 
punctilious patriots who would have strenuously opposed an 

tlie plisenomena about wliicli Burnet and subject of an Union Scotland, De- 
Eletcher blundered so grossly -will be cecember 1705, See also the seventh 
found in a pamphlet entitled, Some Chapter of Mr. Bxirton’s valuable His» 
seasonable and modest Thoughts partly tory of Scotland, 
occasioned by and partly concerning the * See the paper in which the demands 
Seotcli East India Company,” Edinburgh, of the Scotch Commissioners are set 
1696. See the proceedings of the Wed- forth. It will be found in the Appendix 
nesday Club in Friday Street tipon the to Be Foe’s History of the Union, Ho, 13. 
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tmioii even if tliey could liave foreseen tliat the effect of an 
union would be to make Glasgow a greater city than Am- 
sterdain^ and to cover the dreary Lothians with harvests and 
woods, neat farmhouses and stately mansions. But there 
was also a large class which was not disposed to throw away 
greati and substantial advantages in order to preserve mere 
names and ceremonies; and the influence of this class was 
such that, in the year 1670, the Scotch Parliament made 
dhect overtures to England.* The King undertook the 
office of mediator ; and negotiators were named on both 
sides : but nothing was concluded* 

The question, having slept during eighteen years, was sud- 
denly revived by the Eevolution. Different classes, impelled 
by different motives, concurred on this point. With mer- 
chants, eager to share in the advantages of the West Indian 
Trade, were joined active and aspiring politicians who wished 
to exhibit their abilities in a more conspicuous theatre than 
the Scottish Parliament House, and to collect riches from a 
more copious source than the Scottish treasmy. The cry for 
union was swelled by the voices of some artful Jacobites, who 
merely wished to cause discord and delay, and who hoped to 
attain this end by mixing up with the difficult question which 
it was the especial business of the Convention to settle an- 
other question more difficult still. It is probable that some 
who disliked the ascetic habits and rigid discipline of the 
Presbyterians wished for an union as the only mode of main- 
taining prelacy in the northern part of the island. In ah 
imited Parliament the English members must greatly prepon- 
derate 5 and in England the Bishops were held in high honour 
by the great majority of the population. The Episcopal 
Church of Scotland, it was plain, rested on a narrow basis, 
and would fall before the first attack. The Episcopal Church 
of Great Britain might have a foundation broad and solid 
enough to withstand all assatilts. 

Whether, in 1689, it would have been possible to effect 
a civil union without a religious union may well be doubted. 
But there can be no doubt that a religious union would have 
been one of the greatest calamities that could have befallen 
either kingdom. The union accomplished inl707 has indeed 
been a great blessing both to England and to Scotland. But 
it has been a blessing because, in constituting one State, it 
left two Chnrches. The political interest of the contract- 
ing parties was the same; but the ecclesiastical dispute 
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^ Act. Pari. Scot., July 30. 1670, 
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between tbem was one which admitted of no comproiiiise. 
They could therefore preserve harmony only by agreeing to 
differ. Had there been an amalgans^ation of the hierarchies^ 
there never would have been an amalgamation of the nations. 
Successive Mitchells would have fired at successive Sharpes, 
IFive generations of Claverhouses would have butchered five 
generations of Camerons. Those marvellous improvements 
which have changed the face of Scotland would never have 
been effected. Plains now rich with harvests would have 
remained barren moors. Waterfalls which now turn the 
wheels of immense factories would have resounded in a 
wilderness. !N"ew Lanark would still have been a slieepwalk^ 
and Greenock a fishing hamlet. Wliat little strength Scot- 
land couldj under such a system, have possessed must, in an 
estimate of the resources of Great Britain, have been, not 
added, but deducted. So encumbered, our country never 
could have held, either in jicace or in war, a place in the 
first rank of nations. We are unfortunately not without the 
means of judging of the effect which may be produced on 
the moral and physical state of a people by establishing, in 
the exclusive enjoyment of riches and dignity, a Church 
loved and reverenced only by the few, and regarded by tlie 
many with religious and national aversion. One such Church 
is quite burden Enough for the energies of one empire. 

But these things, which to us, who have been taught by 
a bitter experience, seem clear, were by no means clear in 
1689, even to very tolerant and enlightened politicians. Li 
truth, the English Low Churchmen were, if possible, more 
anxious than the English High Churchmen to preserve Epis- 
copacy in Scotland. It is a remarkable fact that Burnet, 
who was always accused of wishing to establish the Cal- 
vinistic discipline in the south of the island, incurred great 
unpopularity among his own countrymen by his efforts to 
uphold prelacy in the north. He was doubtless in error s 
but his error is to be attributed to a cause which does Mm no 
discredit. His favourite object, an object unattainable indeed, 
yet such as might well fascinate a large intellect and a bene- 
volent heart, had long been an honourable treaty between the 
Anglican Clim’ch and the Nonconformists. He thought it 
most unfortunate that one opportunity of concluding such a 
treaty should have been lost at the time of the Eestoration. 
It seemed to him that another opportunity was afforded by 
the Revolution. He and his friends were eagerly pushing 
forward Nottingliam's Comprehension Bill, and were flatter- 
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ing tliemselves witli va-in hopes of STiccess. Bu-fc they felt GILAP. 
that there could hardly be a Comprehension in one of the 
two British kingdoms^ unless there were also a Compre- 
hension in the other. Concession must be purchased by con- 
cession, If the Presbyterian pertmacionsly refused to listen 
to any terms of compromise where he was strong, it wonld 
be almost impossible to obtain for him liberal terms of com- 
promise where he was weak. Bishops must therefore be 
allowed to keep their sees in Scotland, in order that dirines 
not ordained by Bishops might be allowed to hold rectories 
and canonries in England. 

Thus the cause of the Episcopalians in the north and the Opmions 
cause of the Presb3?terians in the south were bound up together 
in a manner which might well perplex eyen a skilful statesman, caurcli 
It was happy for our country that the momentous question 
which excited so many strong passions, and which presented Scotland, 
itself in so many different points of view, was to be decided by 
such a man as William. He listened to Episcopalians, to 
Latitudinariaiis, to Presbyterians, to the Dean of Glasgow 
who |)leaded for the apostolical succession, to Burnet who 
reinesented the danger of alienating the Anglican clergy, to 
Carstairs who hated prelacy with the hatred of a man whose 
thumbs were deeply marked by the screws of prelatists. Sur- 
rounded by these eager advocates, William remained calm and 
impartial. He was indeed eminently qualified by his situa- 
tion as well as by his personal qualities to be the umpire in 
that great contention. He was the Eing of a prelatical king- 
dom. He was the Prime Minister of a presbyterian republic. 

His unwillingness to offend the Anglican Church of which he 
was the head, and his unwillingness to offend the reformed 
Churches of the Continent which regarded him as a champion 
divinely sent to protect them against the French tyranny, ba- 
lanced each other, and kept him from leaning unduly to either 
side. His conscience was perfectly neutral. For it was his 
deliberate opinion that no form of ecclesiastical polity was of 
divine institution. He dissented equally from the school of 
Laud and from the school of Cameron, from the men who held 
there could not be a Christian Church without Bisho|)s, and 
from the men who held that there could not be a Christian 
Church without synods. Which form of government should be 
adopted was in Ms judgment a question of mere expediency. 

He would probably have preferred a temper between the two 
rival systems,, a hierarchy in which the chief spiritual fiuie- 
tionaries should have been something more than moderators 
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CHAP, and sometMng less than prelates. But lie was far too wise a 
^ XIII. ^ man to tHnk of settling sncli a matter according to Ms ownper- 
' ;:sonal tastes. He determined therefore that, if there was on both 
sides a disposition to compromise, he would act as mediator. ; 
But, if it should appear that the public mind of England and 
the public mind of Scotland had taken the ply strongly in oppo- 
site directions, he would not attempt to force either nation into 
conformity with the opinion of the other. He would suffer each 
to have its own church, and would content himself with re- 
straining both churches from persecuting nonconformists, and 
jfrom encroaching on the functions of the civil magistrate* 

The language which he held to those Scottish Episcopalians 
who complained to him of their sufferings and implored his * 
protection was well weighed and well guarded, but clear and 
ingenuous. He wished, he said, to preserve, if possible, the 
institution to which they were so much attached, and to grant, 
at the same time, entire liberty of conscience to that party 
which could not be reconciled to any deviation from the Pres- 
byterian model. But the Bishops must take care that they did 
not, by their own rashness and obstinacy, put it out of his 
power to he of any use to them. They must also distinctly 
understand that he was resolved not to force on Scotland by ' 
the sword a form of ecclesiastical government which she 
detested. If, therefore, it should he found that prelacy could 
be maintained only by arms, he should yield to the general 
sentiment, and should merely do his best to obtain for the 
Episcopalian minority permission to worship God in freedom 
and safety.*^ a 

Com- It is not likely that, even if the Scottish Bishops had, as 

of recommended, done aU that meekness and prudence ^ 

religions could do to conciliate their countrymen, episcopacy could, un- 
Scotian? der any modification, have been maintained. It was indeed 
asserted by writers of that generation, and has been repeated 
by writers of our generation, that the Presbyterians were not, 
before the Eevolution, the majority of the people of Scotland, f 
But in this assertion there is an obvious fallacy. The effec- 
tive strength of sects is not to be ascertained merely by count- 
ing heads. An established church, a dominant church, a 
church wliich has the exclusive possession of civil honours and 


^ Burnet, ii. 23. 

t See, for example, a pamphlet enti- 
tled Some questions resolved concerning 
episcopal and preshyterian government 
in Scotland, 1690,” One of the questions 
isj whether Scottish presbytery bp agree- 


able to the general inclinations of that 
people. The author answers the ques- 
tion in the negative, on the ground that 
the upper and middle classes had gene- 
rally conformed to the episcopal Church 
before the Revolution, 
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emoluments, will always rani among its nominal nieml^ers CEAP. 
multitudes who iiave no religion at all; multitudes wlio, tLougli * 

not destitute of religion, attend little to tieological disputes, 
and liave no scruple about conforming to tbe mode of worsMp 
wMcli liappens to be establislied ; and multitudes wbo have 
scruples about conforming, but whose scruples have yielded to 
worldly motives. On the other hand, every member of an op- 
pressed church is a man who has a very decided preference for 
that church. Every person who^ in the time of Diocletian, 
joined in celebrating the Christian mysteries might reason- 
ably he supposed to be a firm believer in Christ. But it may 
well be doubted whether one single Pontiff or Augur in the 
Eoman Senate was a firm believer in Jupiter. In Mary’s reign, 
everybody who attended the secret meetings of the Protestants 
was a real Protestant : but hundreds of thousands went to mass, 
who, as appeared before she had been dead a month, were not 
real Eoman Catholics. If, under the Kings of the House of 
Stuait, when a Presbyterian was excluded from political power 
and from the learned professions, was daily annoyed by inform- 
ers, by tyrannical magistrates, by licentious dragoons, and was 
in danger of being hanged if he heard a sermon in the open 
am, the population of Scotland was not very unequally divided 
between Episcopalians and Presbyterians, the rational infer- 
ence is that more than nineteen twentieths of those Scotchmen 
whose conscience was interested in the matter were Presby- 
terians, and that the Scotchmen, who were decidedly and on 
conviction Episcopalians, were a small minority. Against such 
odds the Bishops had but little chance ; and whatever chance 
they had they made haste to throw away ; some of them be- 
cause they sincerely believed that their allegiance was still due 
to James; others probably because they apprehended that 
William would not have the power, even if he had the will, to 
serve them, and that nothing but a counterrevolution in the 
State could avert a revolution in the Church. 

As the new King of England could not be at Edinburgh Letterfrora 
during the sitting of the Scottish Convention, a letter from 
hi -m to the Estates was prepared with great skill. In this Conyen- 
document he professed warm attachment to the Protestant 
religion, but gave no opinion touching those questions about 
which Protestants were divided. He had observed, he said, 
with great satisfaction that many of the Scottish nobility 
and gentry with whom he had conferred in London were 
inclined to an union of the two British kingdoms. He was 
sensible how much such an union would conduce to the 


14 ^ / 'history of EXGLAm 

CHAP, liappiness of both, y and he would do all in his power towards 
. . the accomplishing of so good a work. 

William’s It was neccssarj that he shonld allow a large discretion to 
tion^toHs confidential agents at Edinbiiirgh. The private instrnc- 
agentsin tions with wMch he furnished those persons could not be 
Scotland, iniunte, blit were highly jndicions. He charged them to 
ascertain to the best of their power the real sense of the 
Convention/ and to be guided by it. They must remember 
that the first object was to settle the government. To that 
object every other object, even the union, must be postponed. 
A treaty between two independent legislatures, distant from 
each other several days’ journey, mnst necessarily be a work 
of time ; and the throne could not safely remain vacant 
while the negotiations were pending. It was therefore ini- 
portant that llis Majesty’s agents should be on their guard 
against the arts of persons who, under pretence of promoting 
the union, might really be contriving only to prolong the 
interregnum. If the Convention should be bent on establish- 
ing the Presbyterian form of church government, WiUiam 
desired that his friends would do all in their power to prevent 
the triumphant sect from retaliating what it had suffered.* 
The Dal- The person by whose advice WiUiam appears to have been 
rympies. chiefly guided as to Scotch politics was a Scotch- 

man of great abilities and attainments. Sir James Dalryinple 
of Stair, the founder of a family eminently distinguished at 
the bar, on the bench, in the senate, in diplomacy, in arms, 
and in letters, but disthiguished also by misfortunes and mis- 
deeds which have fuimislied poets and novelists with, materials 
for the darkest and most heartrending tales. Already Sir 
James had been in mourning for more than one strange and 
terrible death.; One of his sons had died by poison. . One of 
his daughters had poniarded her bridegroom on the wedding 
night. One of his grandsons had in boyish sport been slain 
by another. Savage libellers asserted, and some of the super- 
stitious vulgar, believed, that calamities so portentous were 
the consequences of some connection between the iiiiliappy 
race and the powers of darkness. Sir James had a wry neck; 

^ and he was reproached 'with this misfortune as if it had been 
a crime, and was told that it marked him out as a man 
doomed to the gaUows. His wife, a woman of great abilitjq 

* The instructions are in the Leven lodging the obligations under which I, 
and Melville Papers. They bear date and all who take an interest in the his- 
March 7. 168|. On the first occasion tory of oxir island, lie to the gentleman 
on which I quote this most valuable col- who has performed so well the duty of 
lection, I cannot refrain from acknow- an editor. 
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artj and spirit^ was-^popnlarly niclmamedtlieWitcli of Eiidor« 
It was gravely said tliat slie liad cast fearful spells on tliose 
wliom site liated^ and that she had been seen in the likeness 
of a eat seated on the cloth of state by^ the side of the Lord 
High Coinmissioner. The man, however, over whose roof so 
many cnrses appeared to hang, did not, as far. as we can now 
Judge, fall short of that very low standard of morality which 
was generally attained by politicians of his age and nation. 
In force of mind and extent of knowledge he was snperior 
to them all. In his youth he had borne arms : he had then 
been a professor of philosophy : he had then studied law, and 
had become, by general acknowledgment, the greatest jurist 
that his country had produced. In the days of the Protecto- 
rate, he had been a judge. After the Eestoration, he had 
made his peace with the royal family, had sate in the Privy 
Council, and had presided with unrivalled ability in the 
Court of Session. He had doubtless borne a share in many 
unjustifiable acts ; but there were limits which he never 
passed. He had a wonderful power of giving to any proposi- 
tion which it suited him to maintain a plausible aspect of 
legality and even of justice; and this power he frequently 
abused. But he was not, like many of those among whom 
he lived, impudently and unscrupulously servile. Shame and 
conscience genera/lly restrained him from committing any bad 
action for which his rare ingenuity could not frame a specious 
defence ; and he was seldom in his place at the comieil board 
when anything outrageously unjust or cruel was to he done. 
His moderation at length gave ofience to the Court. He was 
deprived of his high office, and found himself in so disagree- 
able a situation that he retired to Holland. There he em- 
ployed himself in correcting the great work on jurisprudence 
which has preserved his memory fresh down to our Qwn time. 
In his banishment he tried to gain the favour of his fellow 
exiles, who naturally regarded him with suspicion. He pro- 
tested, and perhaps with truth, that Ms hands were pure 
'from the blood of the persecuted Covenanters. He made 
a high profession of religion, prayed much, and observed 
weeldy days of fasting and humiliation. He even consented, 
after much hesitation, to assist -with Ms advice and his credit 
the unfortunate enterprise of Argyle.^^ enterprise 

had failed, a prosecution was instituted at Edinburgh against 
Dalrymple; and his estates would doubtless have been con- 
fiscated, had they not been saved by an artifice which subse- 
quently became common among the politicians of Scotland* 
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CHAP. His eldest son and Heir apparent, JoHii, took tHe side of tlie 
. . government, supported tHe dispensing power, declared against 

the Test, and accepted the place of Lord Advocate, when Sir 
George Mackenzie, after holding out through ten years of foul 
drudgery, at length showed signs of flagging. The services 
of the younger Dalrymple were rewarded by a remission of 
the forfeiture which the offences of the elder had incurred. 

Those services indeed were not to be despised. For Sir John, 
though inferior to his father in depth and extent of legal 
learning, was no common man. His knowledge was great 
and various : his parts were quick; and his eloquence was 
singularly ready and graceful. To sanctity he made no pre- 
tensions. Indeed Episcopalians and Presbyterians agreed in 
regarding him as little better than an atheist. During some 
months Sir John at Edinburgh affected to condemn the dis- 
loyalty of his unhappy parent Sir James ; and Sir James at 
Leyden told his Puritan friends how deeply he lamented the 
wicked compliances of his unhappy child Sir John. 

The Eevolution came, and brought a large increase of 
wealth and honours to the House of Stair. The son promptly 
changed sides, and cooperated ably and zealously with the 
father. Sir James established himself in London for the 
purpose of giving advice to William on Scotch affairs. Sir I 

John^s post was in the Parliament House at Edinburgh. He I 

was not likely to find any equal among the debaters there, I 
and was prepared to exert all hia powers against the dynasty 
which he had lately served.*^ f 

By the large party which was zealous for the Oalvinistic I 
church government John Dalrymple was regarded with in- 
curable distrust and dislike. It was therefore necessary that 
another agent should be employed to manage that party, ^ ^ 
MelTille. Such an agent was George Melville, Lord Melville, a noble- | 

man connected by affinity with the unfortunate Monmouth, ■ 
and with that Leslie who had, in 1640, invaded England at 
the head of a Scottish army. Melville had always been ac- 
counted a Whig and a Presbyterian. Those who speak of 
him most favourably have not ventured to ascribe to him 
eminent intellectual endowments or exalted public spirit. ■ 

* As to the Dalrymples, see tlie Lord Stairs; LaVs Memorials; and the Hynd- 
President’s own writings, and among ford Papers, written in 17 0 ^ and printed ,1, ^ 

them his Vindication of the Liwine Per- with the Letters of Carstairs. Lockhart, * 

fections ; WodroVs Analecta ; Douglas’s though a mortal enemy of John Dalryrn- f 

Peerage ; Lockhart’s Memoirs ; the Sa- pie, says, There was none in the par- f 

tyre on the Familie of Stairs ; the Satyric liament capable to take up the cudgels 
Lines upon the long wished for and timely with him.” ; 

Death of the Right Honourable Lady | 
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But: lie :app'ears^ from ■ Ms letters to liave been ' by no means ^ OHAP. 
deficient in ^ that iiomel j prudence "tbe want of wMcIi Las often . 

been fatal to men ofbrigbter genius and of purer virtue. That 
prudence liad restrained Mm from going very far in opposi- . 
tion to tbe tyranny of tlie Stuartsr but be bad listened wliile ' 

Ms friends talked about resistance, and tberefore, wben tbe 
Eye 'House plot was discovered,, tbougbt it expedient to retire: 
to tbe Continent. . In bis absence be was accused :of treason, 

.and was convicted on evidence wbicb would not bave satisfied 
any impartial tribunal. : He was condemned . to death: bis 
bonours and lands were declared forfeit: bis arms were torn 
witb contumely out of tbe Heralds’ Book; and bis domains 
swelled tbe estate of tbe cruel and rapacious Perth. Tbe 
fugitive meanwhile, with characteristic wariness, lived quietly 
on tbe Continent, and discountenanced tbe unhappy projects 
of Ms kinsman Monmouth, but cordially approved of the 
enterprise of the Prince of Orange. 

Illness bad prevented Melville from saibng witb tbe Dutch 
expedition : but be arrived in London a few hours after the 
new Sovereigns bad been proclaimed there. William mstantly 
sent Mm down to Edinburgh, in tbe hope, as it should seem, 
that the Presbyterians would be disposed to listen to moderate 
counsels proceeding from a man who was attached to their 
cause, and who bad suffered for it. MelviUe’s second son, 

David, who bad inherited, through bis mother, the title of 
Earl of Leven, and who bad acquired some military experience 
in tbe service of the Elector of Brandenburgb, bad tbe honour 
of being tbe bearer of a letter from tbe new King of England 
to the Scottish Convention.^ 

James bad entrusted tbe conduct of Ms affairs in Scotland James’s 
to John Graham, Yiscount Dundee, and Colin Lindsay, Earl 
of Balcarras. Dundee bad commanded a body of Scottish Dundee; 
troops wbicb bad marched into England to oppose tbe Dutch; 
but be bad found, in tbe inglorious campaign which bad been 
fatal to tbe dynasty of Stuart, no opportunity of displaying 
the courage and military skill wbicb those who most detest 
bis merciless nature allow Mm to bave possessed. He lay 
witb bis forces not far from Watford, wben be was informed 
that J ames bad fled from Whitehall, and that Eeversbam bad 
ordered all tbe royal army to disband. The Scottish regi- 
ments were thus left, without pay or provisions, in tbe midst 

^ As to Melyille, see tbe Leven and tbe Appendix, June 13.; Burnet, ii. 24. ; 

Melvil] e Papers, passim, and the preface ; and the Burnet MS. Harl. 6584. 
the Act. Pari. Scot., June 16. 1685 ; and 
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of a foreign and indeed a hostile nation. Dnndeej it is said^ 
wept with grief and rage. Soon, howeverj more cheering 
intelligence arrived feom various quarters. William wrote a 
few lines to say that, if the Scots would remain quiet, he would, 
pledge his honour for their safety ; and, some hours later, 
it was known that James had returned to his capital. Dundee 
repaired instantly to London.”^ There he met his friend Eal- 
carras, who had just arrived from Edinburgh. Balcarras, a 
man distinguished by his handsome person and by his accom- 
plishments, had, in his youth, affected the character of a 
patriot, but had deserted the popular cause, had accepted a 
seat in the Privy Council, had become a tool of Perth and 
Melfort, and had been one of the Commissioners who were 
appointed to execute the office of Treasurer when Queensberry 
was disgraced for refusing to betray the interests of the Pro- 
testant religion, t 

Dundee and Balcarras went together to Whitehall, and 
had the honour of accompanying James in his last walk up 
and down the Mall. He told them that he intended to put 
his affairs in Scotland under their management. You, my 
Lord Balcarras, must undertake the civil business ; and you, 
my Lord Dundee, shall have a commission from me to com- 
mand the troops.’^ The two noblemen vowed that they would 
prove themselves deserving of his confidence, and disclaimed 
all thought of making their peace with the Prince of Orange.J 

On the following day James left Wliitehall for ever ; and 
the Prince of Orange arrived at Saint Jameses, Both Dundee 
and Balcarras swelled the crowd which thronged to greet the 
deliverer, and were not ungraciously received. Both were well 
known to him. Dundee had served under Mm on the Con- 
tinent§ ; and the first wife of Balcarras had been a lady of the 

^ Creichton’s Memoirs. another the commission whieh G-raham 

t Maeka/s Memoirs. ' had been led to expect. The injured 

I Memoirs of the Lindsays. hero went to Loo. There he met his 

§ About the early relation between successful competitor and gave him a box 
William and Dundee, some Jacobite, on the ear. The punishment for striking 
many years after they were both dead, in the palace was the loss of the offending 
inyented a story which by successive right hand; but this pimishment the 
embellishments was at last improved Prince of Orange ungraciously remitted, 
into a romance such as it seems strange “You,” he said, “ saved my life : I spare 
that even a cliild should believe to be your right hand ; and now we are qui ts.” 
true. The last edition runs thus. Wxl- Those who, down to our own time, 
liam’s horse was killed under him at have repeated this nonsense seem to have 
Senefif, and his life was in imminent thought, first, that the Act of Henry the 
danger. Dundee, then Captain Graham, Eighth “ for punishment of minder and 
mounted His Highness again. William malicious bloodshed within the Xing’s 
promised to reward this service with pro- Court” (Stat. 33 Hen. VIII. c. 2,) was 
motion, hut broke his word, and gave to law in Guejders ; and, secondly, that, in 
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House of .Orange^ 'Sud t worn, on her wedding day^ a superb 
pair of emerald earrings, the gift of her cousin the Prince*'^ 
The Scottish WMgs, t^^ assembled in great numbers at 
Westminster,^ earnestly pressed William to proscribe by name 
four or five men who had, during the evil times, borne a con- 
spicuous pari in the proceedings of the Privy Council at Edin- 
burgh. Dundee and Balcarras were particnlarly mentioned. 
But the Prince had determined that, as far as his power ex- 
tended, all the past should be covered with a general amnesty, 
and absolutely refused to make any declaration which could 
drive to despair even the most guilty of his uncle^s servants." 

Balcarras went repeatedly to Saint James’s, had several 
audiences of William, professed deep respect for His High- 
ness, and owned that Eling James had committed great errors, 
but would not promise to concur in a vote of deposition. 
William gave no signs of displeasure, but said at parting | 
Take care, my Lord, that you keep within the law ; for, if 
you break it, you must expect to be left to it.”t 

Dundee seems to have been less ingenuous. He employed 
the mediation of Burnet, opened a negotiation with Saint 
James’s, declared himself willing to acquiesce in the new 
order of things, obtained from William a promise of protec- 
tion, and promised in return to live peaceably. Such credit 
was given to his professions, that he was suffered to travel 
down to Scotland under the escort of a troop of cavalry. 
Withont such an escort the man of blood, whose name was 
never mentioned but with a shudder at the hearth of any 
Presbyterian family, would, at that conjuncture, have had but 
a perilous journey through Berwickshire and the Lothians.J 
Eebmary was drawing to a close when Dundee and Bal- 
carras reached Edinburgh. They had some hope that they 
might be at the head of a majority in the Convention. They 
therefore exerted themselves vigorously to consolidate and 
animate their party. They assured the rigid royalists, who 
had a scruple about sitting in an assembly convoked by an 
usurper, that the rightful King particularly wished no friend 

1674,William was a King, and his house liam’s reign, seems to hare originated 
a King's Court. They were also not about a quarter of a century after Bun- 
aware that he did not purchase Loo till dee’s death, and to have attained its full 
long after Dundee had left the Nether- absurdity in another quarter of a cen- 
lands. See Harris’s Description of Loo, tury. 

1699. * ICeittoirs of the Lindsays, 

This legend, of which I have not been f Ibid, 
able to discover the slightest trace in the j Burnet, ii, 22. ; Memoirs of the 
voluminous Jacobite Lterature of Wil- Lindsays. 
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OHAP. of tereditary monarcliy to be absent. More tban one waverer 
- - was kept steady by being assnred^ in conMent terms, mat a 

speedy restoration was inevitable. Gordon bad determined 
to surrender tbe Castle, and bad begun to remove bis fur- 
niture: but Dundee and Balcarras prevailed on bim to bold 
out some time longer. They informed bbn tbat tbey bad 
received from Saint Germains full powers to adjourn tbe 
Convention to Stirling, and tbat, if things went ill at Ediii- 
burgb, those powers would be used."^ 

^rOon At length tbe fourteenth of March, tbe day fixed for the 
venbicra.' meeting of tbe Estates, arrived, and tbe Parliament House was 
crowded. Nine prelates were in their places. When Argyle 
presented himself, a single lord protested against the admis- 
sion of a person whom a legal sentence, passed in due form, 
and stiU nnreversed, bad deprived of the honours of tbe 
peerage. But this objection was overruled by the general 
sense of the assembly. When Melville appeared, no voice 
was raised against bis admission, Tbe Bishop of Edinburgh 
officiated as chaplain, and made it one of bis petitions that 
God would help and restore King James.f It soon appeared 
tbat the general feeling of the Convention was by no means 
in harmony with this prayer. Tbe first matter to be decided 
was tbe choice of a president. Tbe Dulie of Hamilton was 
supported by tbe Whigs, tbe Marquess of Athol by the 
Jaco&tes. Neither candidate possessed, and neither de- 
served, the entire confidence of bis supporters. Hamilton 
bad been a Privy Councillor of James, bad borne a part in 
many unjustifiable acts, and bad offered but a very cautious 
and languid opposition to tbe most daring attacks on tbe 
laws and religion of Scotland. Not till tbe Dutch guards 
were at Wbiteball bad be ventured to speak out. Then be 
bad joined tbe victorious party, and bad assured tbe Whigs 
tbat be bad pretended to be their enemy, only in order that 
be might, without incurring suspicion, act as their friend. 
Athol was still less to be trusted. His abilities were mean, 
bis temper false, pusillanimous, and cruel. In the late reign 
be bad gained a dishonourable notoriety by tbe barbarous 
actions. of which be bad been guilty in Argjlesbire, He bad 
turned with tbe turn of fortune, and bad paid servile court 
to tbe Prince of Omnge, but bad been coldly received, and 
had now, from mere mortification, come back to tbe party 

^ Balcarras’s Memoirs. lana, 1690 ; An Account of tlie Proeeed- 

t Act. Pari. Scot, Mar. 14. 1689 ; ings of the Estates of Scotland, fol. Lon<i 
History of the late Eevolution in Scot- 1689. 
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wMcli' lie tad' deserted.* Neitlier' of tte rival noMemen tad 
cliosen to stake tke dignities and lands of Ms konse on tke 
issue of tke contention between tlie rival Kings. Tke eldest 
son of Hamilton kad declared for James, and tke eldest son 
of Atkol for William, so tkat^ in any event, Tbotk coronets 
:and botk estates were safe. 

But in Scotland tke faskionable notions toncking political 
morality were lax; and tke aristocraiScal sentiment was 
strong. Tke Wkigs were tkerefore willing to forget tkat 
Hamilton kad lately sate in tke conncil of James. Tke 
Jacobites were equally willing to forget tkat Atkol kad lately 
fawned on William. In political inconsistency tkose two 
great lords were far indeed from standing by tkemselves; 
but in dignity and power tkey kad scarcely an equal in tke 
assembly. Tkeir descent was eminently illustrious: tkeir 
influence was immense : one of tkem could raise tke Western 
Lowlands ; tke otker could bring into tke field an army of 
nortkem mountaineers. Eound tkese ckiefs tkerefore tke 
hostile factions gatkered. 

Tke votes were counted; and it appeared tkat Hamilton 
kad a majority of forty. Tke consequence was tkat about 
twenty of tke defeated party instantly passed over to tke 
victors.f At Westminster suck a defection would kave keen 
tkougkt strange : but it seems to kave caused little surprise 
at Edinburgh. It is a remarkable circumstance tkat the same 
country should kave produced in tke same age tke most 
wonderful specimens of both extremes of human nature. Ho 
class of men mentioned in history has ever adhered to a 
principle with more inflexible pertinacity than was found 
among tke Scotch Puritans. Pine and imprisonment, tke 
shears and the branding iron, the boot, tke thumbscrew, and 
the gallows could not extort from the stubborn Covenanter 
one evasive word on which it was possible to put a sense in- 
consistent with Ms theological system. Even in tMngs in- 
different he would hear of no compromise; and ke was but 
too ready to consider all who recommended prudence and 
charity as traitors to tke cause of truth. On the otker hand, 
tke Scotchmen of tkat generation who made a figure in tke 
Parliament House and in the Council Chamber were tke most 
dishonest and unblushing timeservers tkat tke world has ever 

^ Balcarras’s narrative exliints both f Soot., March 14. 168|; 

Ha,milton and Athol in a most unfavour- Balearras’s Memoirs; History of the late 
able light. See also the Life of James, Eevolution in Scotland; Life of James, 
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XIII. 


Committee 
of Elec- 
tions. 


EdinlDiirgli 

Castle 

summoned. 


seen« The EngHsh.-m alike- at hotli classes; ^ , 

were indeed many stontliearted nonconformists in the South 5 
hut scarcely any who in obstinacy, pugnacity, and hardi- 
hood conld bear a comparison with the men of the school 
of Cameron. There were many knavish politicians in the 
South; but few so utterly destitute of morality, and stiil 
fewer so utterly destitute of shame, as the men of the school 
of Lauderdale. Perhaps it is natural that the most callous 
and impudent vice should be found in the near neighbour- 
hood of unreasonable and impracticable virtue. Where en- 
thusiasts are ready to destroy or to be destroyed for trifles 
magnified into importance by a squeamish conscience, it is 
not strange that the very name of conscience should become 
a by word of contempt to cool and shrewd men of business. 

The majority, reinforced by the crowd of deserters from 
the minority, proceeded to name a Committee of Elections* 
Fifteen persons were chosen, and it soon appeared that twelve 
of these were not disposed to examine severely into the 
regularity of any proceeding of which the result had been to 
send up a Whig to the Parliament House. The Duke of 
Hamilton is said to have been disgusted by the gross par- 
tiality of his own followers, and to have exerted himself, with 
hut little success, to restrain their violence/^ 

B^ore the Estates proceeded to deliberate on the business 
for which they had met, they thought it necessary to provide 
for their own security. They could not he perfectly at ease 
while the roof under which they sate was commanded by the 
batteries of the Castle. A deputation was therefore sent to 
inform Grordon that the Convention required him to evacuate 
the fortress within twenty-four hours, and that if he com- 
plied, his past conduct should not be remembered against 
him. He asked a night for consideration. During that 
night his wavering mind was confirmed by the exhortations 
of Dundee and Balcarras. On the morrow he sent an answer 
drawn in respectM hut evasive terms. He was very far, he 
declared, from meditating harm to the City of Edinbiu'gh* 
Least of all could he harbour any thought of molesting an 
august assembly which he regarded with profound reverence. 
He would willingly give bond for his good behaviour to the 
amount of twenty thousand pounds sterling. But he was in 
communication with the government now established in 
England. He was in hourly expectation of important des- 


* Balcams’s Memoirs] History of the late EeroltitioE ia Scotland^ 1690. 
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patches from -' that.. g and, till they arrived^ he .CBAJP. 

shoiild not feel himself in resigning his command, . 

These excuses were not admitted. Heralds and trumpeters 
were sent to snmnlon the Castle in form/ and to denounce 
the penalties of high treason against those who should con- 
tinue to occupy that fortress in defiance of the authority of 
the Estates, Cnards were at the same time posted to inter- 
cept all communication between t£e garrison and the city.* 

Two days had been spent in these preludes^ and it was ex- nundee 
pected that on the third morning the great contest would 
begin. Meanwhile the population of Ediabnrgh was in an yLanters* 
excited state. It had been discovered that Dundee had paid 
visits to the Castle ; and it was believed that his exhortations 
had induced the garrison to hold out. His own soldiers were 
known to be gathering round him ; and it might weU be ap- 
prehended that he would make some desperate attempt. He, 
on the other hand, had been informed that the Western 
Covenanters who filled the cellars of the city, had vowed 
vengeance on him ; and, in truth, when we consider that 
their temper was singularly savage and implacable, that they 
had been taught to regard the sla3?ing of a persecutor as a 
duty, that no examples furnished by Holy Writ had been 
more frequently held up to tlieir admiration than Ehud 
stabbing Eglon and Samuel hewing Agag limb from Jimb, 
that they had never heard any 'achievement in the history of 
their own country more warmly praised by their favourite 
teachers than the butchery of Cardinal Beatoun and of 
Archbishop Sharpe, we may well wonder that a man who 
had shed the Hood of the saints like water should have been 
able to walk the High Street in safety during a single day. 

The enemy whom Dundee had most reason to fear was a 
youth of distinguished coururge and abilities named William 
Clelaiid. Cleland had, when little more than sixteen years 
old, borne arms in that insurrection which had been put 
down at Bothwell Bridge. He had since disgusted some 
virulent fanatics by his humanity and moderation. But with 
the great body of Presbyterians his name stood high. Eor 
with the strict morality and ardent zeal of a Puritan he 
united some accomplishments of which few Puritans could 
boast. His ma^nners were polished, and Ms literary and scien- 
tific attainments respectable. He was a linguist, a mathema- 

^ Act. Pari. Scot., March 14. and L5. volntion in Scotland, 1690 ; Account of 
1689 ; Balcarras’s Memoirs ; London the Proceedings of the Estates of Scot- 
Oaz, March 2d. j History of the late Ee- land, 1689. 
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CHAP, tieiaii, and a^poet.' It is true ttat Ms liyiniis, odes^ ballads^, 
. . and Hudibrastic satires are of very little intrinsic valne ; bnt^ 

•when it is considered tbat lie was a mere , boy wben most of 
tbem were written, it must be admitted that tbey stow con- 
siderable vigour of mind. He, was now at Edinburgb; Ms 
influence among tie West Country WMgs assembled tbere 
was great : be bated Dundee witb deadly hatred, and was 
believed to be meditating some act of violence.* 

On tbe fifteenth of March Dundee received information 
that some of the Covenanters had bound themselves together 
to slay him and Sir George Mackenzie, whose eloquence and 
learning, long prostituted to the service of tyranny, had made 
him more odious to the Presbyterians than any other man of 
the gown. Dundee applied to Hamilton for protection ; and 
Hamilton advised him to bring the matter under the con- 
sideration of the Convention at the next sitting, f 
Letter Before that sitting a person named Crane anived from 
from Prance, with a letter addressed by the fugitive King to the 
Estates. The letter was sealed ; the bearer, strange to say, 
vention. -was not famished with a copy for the information of the 
heads of the Jacobite party ^ nor did he bring any message, 
written or verbal, to either of James’s agents. Balearras and 
Dundee were mortified by finding that so little confidence 
was rej)osed in them, and were harassed by painful doubts 
touching the contents of the document on which so much 
depended. They were willing, however, to hope for the best. 
Eng James could not, situated as he was, he so ill advised 
as to act in direct opposition to the counsel and entreaties of 
his friends. His letter, when opened, must he found to con- 
tain such gracious assurances as would animate the royalists 

^ See Cleland’s Poems, and tlie com- Exact Harratiye of the battle of Dim* 
mendatory poems contained in tbe same keld ; tbe Grentleman^s Magazine for 
volume, Edinburgh, 1697. It bas been 1740; and Warbur ton’s note on tbe Let- 
repeatedly asserted that this William ter to tbe Publisher of tlie Dunciad, a 
Cleland was the father of William Cle- letter signed W, Cieland, but really 
land, the Commissioner of Taxes, who written by Pope. In a paper drawn up 
was well loiown twenty years later in by Sir Eobert Hamilton, the oracle of 
the literary society of London, who ren- the extreme CoTeuanters, and a blood- 
dered some not very reputable services thirsty ruffian, Cieland is mentioiiecl as 
to Pope, and whose son John was the having been once leagued with those 
author of an infamous book hut too fanatics, but afterwards a great opposcr 
widely celebrated. This is an entire of their testimony. Cieland probably 
mistake. William Cleland, who fought did not agi*ee with Hamilton in thinldng 
at Bothwell Bridge, was not twenty-eight it a sacred duty to cut the throats of 
when he was killed in August 1689 ; and prisoners of w^ar who had been received 
William Cleland, the Commissioner of to quarter. See Hamilton’s Letter to the 
Taxes, died at sixty-seven in September Societies, Dec. 7. 1685. 

1 741. The former therefore cannot have f Balcarras’s Memoirs, 
been the father of the latter. See the 
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and concaiate tlie moderate Wliigs. His adherents, there- , GHAP. 
fore, deterniiiied that it shoxtld be produced. ■ :Xin. , 

Wlien the Convention reassembled on the morning of 
Saturday the sixteenth of March, it was proposed that mea- 
sures ;shonld be taken for the' personal security of the mem- 
bers. It was alleged that the life of Dundee had been 
threatened ; that two men of sinister appearance had been 
watching the house where he lodged, and had been heard to 
say that they would nse the dog as he had used them. 
Mackenzie complained that he too was in danger, and, with 
his nsnal copionsness and force of language, demanded the 
protection of the Estates. But the matter was lightly treated 
by the majority : and the Convention passed on to other 
bnsiiiess.* 

It was then announced that Crane was at the door of the 
Parliament House. He was admitted. The paper of which 
he was in charge was laid on the table. Hamilton remarked 
that there was, in the hands of the Earl of Leven, a com- 
munication from the Prince hy whose authority the Estates 
had been convoked. That communication seemed to be en- 
titled to precedence. The Convention was of the same 
opinion; and the well weighed and prudent letter of William 
was read. 

It was then moved that the letter of- James should he 
opened. The Whigs objected that it might possibly contain 
a mandate dissolving the Convention. They therefore pro- 
posed that, before the seal was broken, the Estates should 
resolve to continue sitting, notwithstanding any such man- 
date. The Jacobites, who knew no more than the Whigs 
what was in the letter, and were impatient to have it read, 
eagerly assented. A vote was passed hy which the members 
bound themselves to consider any order which should com- 
mand them to separate as a nuUitj", and to remain assembled 
till they should have accomplished the work of seeuring the 
liberty and religion of Scotland. This vote was signed hy 
almost all the lords and gentlemen who were present. Seven 
out of nine bishops subscribed it. The names of Dundee and 
Balcarras, written by their own hands, may still be seen on 
the origmal roll. Balcarras afterwards excused what, on his 
principles, was, beyond all dispute, a flagrant act of treason, 

^ Balcarras’ s Memoirs. But the ful- vocates. Balcarras’ s dates are not quite 
lest account of tliese proceedings is fur- exact. He probaMy trusted to his memory 
iiishcd by some manuscript notes which for them. I have corrected them from 
are in the library of the Faculty of Ad- the parllamentaji^ records. 
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"by saying that he 'and' Ms friends had, from:' zeal 
master’s interest, concurred in a declaration of rehelion 
against their master’s authority; that they had anticipated 
the most salutary effects from the letter ; and that, if they 
had not made some concession to the majority, the letter 
would not have been opened. 

In a few minutes the hopes of Balcarras were grievously 
disappointed. The letter from which so much had been 
hoped and feared was read with all the honours which Scot- 
tish Parliaments were in the habit of paying' to royal com- 
munications : but every word carried despair to the hearts of 
the Jacobites. It was plain that adversity had taught James 
neither wisdom nor mercy. All was obstinacy, cruelty, in- 
solence. A pardon was promised to those traitors who should 
return to their allegiance within a fortnight. Against all 
others unsparing vengeance was denounced. Hot only was 
no sorrow expressed for past offences: bnt the letter was it- 
self a new offence : for it was written and countersigned by 
the apostate Melfort, who was, by the statutes of the realm, 
incapable of holding the office of Secretary, and who was not 
less abhorred by the Protestant Tories than by the Whigs. 
The hall was in a tumult. The enemies of James were loud 
and vehement. His friends, angry with him, and ashamed 
of him, saw that it was vain to think of continuing the 
struggle in the Convention. Every vote which had been 
doubtful when his letter was unsealed was now irrecoverably 
lost. The sitting closed in great agitation.* 

It was Saturday 'afternoon. There was to be no other 
meeting till Monday morning. The Jacobite leaders held a 
consultation, and came to the conclusion that it was necessary 
to take a decided step. Dundee and Balcarras must use the 
powers with which they had been entrusted. The minority 
must forthwith leave Edinburgh and assemble at Stirling. 
Athol assented, and undertook to brmg a great body of his 
clansmen from the Highlands to protect the deliberations of 
the Eoyalist Convention. Everything was arranged for the 
secession ; but, m a few hours, the tardiness of one man and 
the haste of another ruined the whole plan. 

The Monday came. The Jacobite lords and gentlemen 
were actually taking horse for Stirling, when Athol asked for 


^ Act. Pari. Scot, March 16, 168|,* of Scotland, 1689 ; London Gaz., March 
Balcarras’s Memoirs; History of the 25. 1689 ; Life of James, ii. 3-12. Burnet 
late Ke volution in Scotland, 1690 ; Ac- blunders strangely about these transac-* 
count of the Proceedings of the Estates tions. 
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a delay of tweiity-foOT He liad no personal reason to OIIAE 

be in liaste. By staying lie ran no risk of being assassinated. 

By going te incurred tbe risks inseparable from civil war. 

Tbe members of Ms party^ unwilling to separate from Mm, 
consented to tbe postponement wMcb lie requested, and re- 
paired once more to tke Parliament House. Dundee alone 
refused to stay 'a moment longer. His life was in danger. 

Tbe Convention bad refused to protect Mm. He would not 
remain to be a mark for tbe pistols and daggers of murderers. 
Balcarras expostulated to no purpose. By departing alone/’ 
be said, you will give tbe alarm and break up tbe wbole 
scheme.” But Dundee was obstinate. Brave as be un- 
doubtedly was, be seems, like many other brave men, to have 
been less proof against tbe danger of assassination than 
against any other form of danger. He knew what tbe hatred 
of tbe Covenanters was: be knew bow well be bad earned 
their hatred ; and be was haunted by that consciousness of 
inexpiable guilt, and by that dread of a terrible retribution, 
which tbe ancient polytheists personified under tbe awful 
name of the Furies. His old troopers, the Satans and 
Beelzebubs who bad shared Ms crimes, and who now shared 
bis perils, were ready to be tbe companions of Ms flight. 

Meanwhile tbe Convention bad assembled. Mackenzie was Tumial- 
on bis legs, and was pathetically lamenting tbe bard condition 
of tbe Estates, at once commanded by tbe guns of a fortress okhe qoe* 
and menaced by a fanatical rabble, when be was interrupted mention, 
by some sentinels who came runnmg from tbe posts near 
the Castle. They bad seen Dundee at tbe bead of fifty horse 
on the Stirling road. That road ran close under tbe huge 
rock on which tbe citadel is built. Gordon bad appeared on 
the ramparts, and bad made a sign that be bad something to 
say. Dundee bad climbed high enough to bear and to be 
beard, and was then actually confeiring with tbe Duke. Dp 
to that moment tbe hatred with which tbe Presbyterian 
members of tbe assembly regarded the merciless persecutor 
of their brethren in tbe faith bad been restrained by tbe 
decorous forms of parliamentary debberation. But now tbe 
explosion was terrible. Hamilton himself, who, by the ac- 
knowledgment of bis opponents, bad hitherto performed tbe 
duties of President with gravity and impartiality, was tbe 
loudest and fiercest man in tbe ball. It is high time,” be 
cried, ‘^Hbat we should look to ourselves. Tbe enemies of 
our religion and of our civil freedom are mustering al around 
us I and we may well suspect that they have accomplices even 
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here. Lock tlie doors.' - Lay ;tlie keys . Let no- 

"body go out knt tkose lords and gentlemen wkom w.e 
appoint fco call tlie , citizens to, arms. , 'Tkere' are^ s 
men from the West in Edinbnrgla/ me|i for^^w I ean an- 
swer. The assembly.' raised a general cry of assent. SeTeral 
members of the majority boasted that they too had brought 
with them trusty retainers who would turn out at a moment’s 
notice against ClaTerhonse and his dragoons. ' All that. Ham- 
ilton proposed was instantly done. The J aeobites^ ^ silent and 
unresisting, became prisoners. Leyen went forth and or- 
dered the drums to' beat. The Covenanters of Lanarkshire 
. and Ayrshire promptly obeyed, the signal. The. force thus 
assembled had indeed no very military .appearance, but was 
amply sufficient to 'overawe- the adherents of the House of 
Stuart. Prom Dundee nothing was to be hoped or feared. 
He:^ had already^ scrambled', down the Castle hil, rejoined Ms 
troopers, and galloped westward. Hamilton now ordered the 
doors to he opened. The suspected members were at liberty 
to depart. Humbled. ' 'and brokenspirited, yet glad that , they 
had come off so well, .they stole forth through the crowd of 
stem fanatics wMch filled the High Street. AH thought of 
secession was at an end.^ 

On the . following day it was resolved that the kingdom 
should be put into a posture of defence. The preamble of 
this resolution contained a severe reflection on the perfidy 
of the traitor who, witMn a few hours after -he had, by an 
engagement subscribed with his own hand, bound Mmself 
.not to quit his post in the Convention,. had set the example 
of desertion, and given the signaT of civil war. All Pro- 
testants, from sixteen to sixty, were ordered to hold them- 
selves in readiness, to assemble in arms at the first summons ; 
and, that none might, pretend ignorance, it was directed that 
the edict should , be proclaimed at aH the market .crosses 
throughout the realm.t 

The Estates then pro'ceed.ed to send a letter of thanks to 
WiUiam. To this letter were attached ihe signatures of 
many noblemen and gentlemen who were in the interest ' of 
the banished King. The Bishops however unanimously re- 
fused to subscribe their names. 

It had long been the custom of the Parliaments of Scotland 
to entrust the preparation of Acts to a select number of 

Balcams’s Memoirs; MS. in the HistoiT-of the late Eerolntion m Scot- 
Library of the Faculty of Adyocates. land, 1690. 
t Act. Pari. Scot., March 19. 168|; 
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iGgembers wjio were designated as tte Lords of Arfcicles.^' 
conformity with this usage, the business of framing a plan 
for the settling of the goyernment was now confided to a 
^ \'Cominittee of twenty-four. Of the twenty-four eight were 
peers, eight representatives of counties, and eight represen- 
tatives of towns. The majority of the Committee were 
Whigs ; and not a single prelate had a seat. . ' 

The spirit of the Jacobites, broken by a succession of dis- 
asters, was, about this time, for a moment revived by the 
arrival of the Duke of Queensberry from London. His rank 
was high : his influence was great : his character, by compa- 
rison with the characters of those who surrounded him, was 
fair. When Popery was in the ascendent, he had been true 
to the cause of the Protestant Church ; and, since Whiggisni 
had been in the ascendent, he had been true to the cause of 
hereditary monarchy. Some thought that, if he had been 
earlier in his place he might have been able to render im- 
portant service to the House of Stuart.^ Even now the 
stimulants which he aj^plied to his torpid and feeble party 
produced some faint symptoms of returning animation. 
Means were found of communicating with Gordon ; and he 
was earnestly solicited to lire on the city. The Jacobites 
hoped that, as soon as the. cannon balls had beaten down 
a few chimneys, the Estates would adjourn to Glasgow. 
Time would thus be gained y and the royalists might be 
able to execute their old project of meeting in a separate 
convention. Gordon however positively refused to take on 
himself so grave a responsibility on no better warrant than 
the request of a small cabal. t 

By this time the Estates had a guard on which they could 
-•—ii^rely more firmly than on the undisciplined and turbulent 
Covenanters of the West. A squadron of English men of war 
from the Thames had arrived in the Eiith of Forth. On 
board were the three Scottisli regiments which had accom- 
panied William from Holland. He had, with great judg- 
ment, selected them to protect the assembly which was to 
settle the government of their country ; and, that no cause of 
jealousy might be given to a people exquisitely sensitive on 
points of national honour, he had purged the ranks of all 
Dutch soldiers, and had thus reduced the number of men to 
about eleven hundred. This little force was commanded by 
Hugh Mackay, a Highlander of noble descent, who had long 
served on the Continent, and who was’ distinguished by 

t Ibid. 


CHAP. 
XIIL. . 

v^-,- . 

A Goin- 
mittee ap- 
pointed to_ 
iraine a 
plan of go- 
Yernmeiit. 


^ Balcarras. 


30 


HISTOET OP EEGLANB. 


Eesolu- 
tioiis pro- 
posed by 
the Com- 
mittee. 


eonrage of tlie truest temper, and by a piety guclb. as is seldom 
found in soldiers of fortune. Tlie Convention passed a reso- 
lution appointing Mactay general of tbeir forces. 'V'VTieii , 
the question was put on tMs resolution, tbe Axclibisliop of 
Glasgow, unwilling doubtless to be a party to sucb. an usurp- 
ation of powers wMcb. belonged to tlie' King alone, begged 
that tbe prelates might be excused from voting. Divines, lie 
said, had nothing to do with military arrangements, : , “ The 
■ Dathers of the Church,’^ answered a member very^ keenly, 

have been lately favoured with a new light. I have myself 
seen military orders signed by the Most Eeverend person who 
has suddenly become so scrupulous. There was indeed one 
difference : those orders were for dragooning Protestants; and 
the resolution before us is meant to protect us from Papists.^^* ' 

The arrival of Mackay’s troops, and the determination of 
Gordon to remain inactive, quelled the spirit of the Jaco- 
bites. They had indeed one chance left. They might pos- 
sibly, by joining with those Whigs who were bent on an 
union with England, have postponed during a considerable 
time the settlement of the government. A negotiation was 
actually opened with this view, but was speedily broken off. 
For it soon appeared that the party which was for James was 
really hostile to the union, and that the party which was for 
the union was really hostile to James. As these two parties 
had no object in common, the only effect of a coalition 
between them must have been that one of them would have 
become the tool of the other. The question of the union 
therefore was not raised, f Some Jacobites retired to their 
country seats t others, though they remained at Edinburgh, 
ceased to show themselves in the Parliament House ; many 
passed over to the winning side; and, when at length the 
resolutions prepared by the Twenty Pour were submitted to 
the Convention, it appeared that the great body which on 
the first day of the session had rallied round Athol had 
dwindled away to nothing. 

The resolutions had been framed, ^s far as possible, in con- 
formity with the example recently set at Westminster, In 
one important point, however, it was absolutely necessary 
that the copy should deviate from the originaL The Estates 
of England had brought two charges against James, his mis- 
government and Ms flight, and had, by using the soft word 

Abdication, evaded, with some sacrifice of verbal precision, 

^ Act Pari. Scot; History of tlie late Eevoliition, 1690; Memoirs of Horth 
Britain, 1715. f Balcarras. 
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fclie question whether subj may lawfully depose a had 
prince. That question the Estates of Scotland could not 
eTade. They could not pretend that James had deserted his 
post, Eor he had never^ since he came to the throne^ resided 
in Scotland, During many years that kingdom had been 
ruled by soyereigiis who dwelt in another land. The whole 
machinery of the administration had been constructed on the 
supposition that the King would be absent^ and was there- 
fore not necessarily deranged by that flight which had, in the 
south of the island, dissolved all goYernment, and sus];)ended 
the ordinary course of justice. It was only by letter that the 
King could, when he was at Whitehall, communicate with 
the Council and the Parliament at Edinburgh ; and by letter 
he could communicate with them when he was at Sahit 
Germains or at Dublin. The Twenty Eour were therefore 
forced to propose to the Estates a resolution distinctly 
declaring that James the Seventh had by his misconduct 
forfeited the crown. Many writers have inferred from the 
language of this resolution that sound political principles 
had made a greater progress in Scotland than in England. 
But the whole history of the two countries from the Eesto- 
ration to the TJnion proves this inference to be erroneous. 
The Scottish Estates used plain language, simply because it 
was impossible for them, situated as they were, to use evasive 
language. 

The person who bore the chief part in framing the resolu- 
tion, and in defending it, was Sir John Dalrymple, who had 
recently held the high office of Lord Advocate, and had been 
an accomplice in some of the misdeeds which he now arraigned 
with great force of reasoning and eloquence. He was strenu- 
ously supported by Sir James Montgomery, member for Ayr- 
shire, a man of considerable abilities, but of loose principles, 
turbulent temper, insatiable cupidity, and implacable malevo- 
lence. The Archbishop of Glasgow and Sir George Mackenzie 
spoke on the other side : but the only effect of their oratory 
was to deprive their party of the advantage of being able to 
allege that the Estates were under duress, and that liberty 
of speech had been denied to the defenders of hereditaiy 
monarchy. 

When the question was put, Athol, Queensberry, and some 
of their friends withdrew. Only flve members voted against 
the resolution which pronounced that James had forfeited his 
right to the allegiance of his subjects. Wlien it was moved 
that the Crown of Scotland should he settled as the Crown of 
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Eagland liad been settled, Atbol and Qiieensbeny reappeared 
ill tbe ball. They bad doubted, tbe j said, wbetber tbe j coidd 
justifiably declare tbe throne yacant. But, since it bad been 
declared vacant, they felt no doubt that William and Mary 
were tbe persons who ought to fill it. 

Tbe Convention then went forth in procession to the High 
Street. Several great nobles, attended by the Lord Prov^ost 
of the capital and by the heralds, ascended the octagon tower 
from which rose the city cross surmoimted by the unicorn of 
Scotland.* Hamilton read the vote of the Convention y and a 
King at Arms proclaimed the new Sovereigns with sound of 
trumpet. On the same day the Estates issued an order that 
the parochial clergy should, on pain of deprivation, publish 
from their pulpits the proclamation which had just been read 
at the city cross, and should pray for King William and 
Queen Mary. 

Still the interregnum was not at an end. Though the new 
Sovereigns had been proclaimed, they had not yet been put 
into possession of the royal authority by a formal tender and 
a formal acceptance. At Edinburgh, as at YVestminster, it 
was thought necessary that the instrument which settled the 
government should clearly define and solemnly assert those 
privileges of the people which the Stuarts had illegally 
infringed. A Claim of Eight was therefore drawn up by the 
Twenty Pour, and adopted by the Convention. To this claim, 
which purported to be merely declaratory of the law as it 
stood, was added a supplementary paper containing a list of 
grievances which could be remedied only by new laws. One 
most important article which we should naturally expect to 
find at the head of such a list, the Convention, with great 
practical prudence, but in defiance of notorious facts and ^ 
of unanswerable arguments, placed in the Claim of Eight. 
Nobody could deny that prelacy was established by Act of 
Parliament. The power exercised by the Bishops might be 
pernicious, unscriptural, antichristian: but illegal it certainly 
was not ; and to pronounce it illegal was to outrage common 
sense. The Whig leaders however were much more desirous 
to get rid of episcopacy than to prove themselves consummate 
publicists and logicians. If they made the abolition of epis- 
copacy an article of the contract by which William was to 
hold the crown, they attained their end, though doubtless in 

^ Every reader 'will remember tbe on tbe dunces who removed this inter- 
malerliction wbicb Sir Walter Scott, in esting monument, 
the Eiftb Canto of Marmion, pronounced 
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a manner open to imich criticism. If^ on the other hand, 
they contented themselves with resolving that episcopacy was , 
a noxions institution which at some future time the legislature 
would do well to abolish, they might find that their resolution, 
though unobjectionable in form, was barren of consequences. 
They knew that WiUiam by no means sympathised with their 
dislike of Bishops, and that, even had he been much more 
zealous for the Calvinistic model than he was, the relation in 
which he stood to the Anglican Church would make it diffi- 
cult and dangerous for him to declare himself hostile to a 
fundamental j)art of the constitution of that Church. If he 
should become King of Scotland without being fettered by 
any pledge on this subject, it might well be ai3prehended that 
he would hesitate about passing an Act which would be 
regarded with abhorrence by a laxge body of his subjects in 
the south of the island. It was therefore most desirable that 
the question should be settled while the throne was still 
vacant. In this opinion many politicians concurred, who 
had no dislike to rochets and mitres, but who wished that 
William might have a quiet and prosperous reign. The 
Scottish people,— so these men reasoned, — hated episcopacy. 
The English loved it. To leave William any voice in the 
matter was to put him under the necessity of deeply wound- 
ing the strongest feelings of one of the nations which he 
governed. It was therefore plainly for his ovm interest that 
the question, which he could not settle in any manner with- 
out incurring a fearful amount of obloquy, should be settled 
for him by others who were exposed to no such danger. He 
was not yet Sovereign of Scotland. While the interregnum 
lasted, the supreme power belonged to the Estates; and for 
what the Estates might do the prelatists of Ms southern 
kingdom could not hold him responsible. The elder Dal- 
rymple wrote strongly from London to this effect ; and there 
can be little doubt that he expressed the sentiments of his 
master. William would have sincerely rejoiced if the Scots 
could have been reconciled to a modified episcopacy. But, 
since that could not be, it was manifestly desirable that they 
should themselves, while there was yet no King over them, 
pronounce the irrevocable doom of the institution which they 
abhorred."^ 

The Convention, therefore, with little debate as it should 


* “ It will be neither sccuir nor kynd 
to the King to expect it be (by) A^t of 
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seem, inserted in tlie Claim of Eiglit a danse declaring tlia-t 
prelacy was an insnpportalble burden to the kingdom, that it 
had been long odions to the body of the people, and that it 
ought to be abolished. 

IsTothing in the proceedings at Edinburgh astonishes an 
Englishman more than the manner in which the Estates 
dealt with the practice of torture. In England torture had 
always been illegal. In the most servile times the judges had 
unanimously pronounced it so. Those rulers who had occa- 
sionally resorted to it had, as far as was possible, used it in 
secret, had never pretended that they had acted in conformity 
with either statute law or common law, and had excused 
themselves by saying that the extraordinary peril to which 
the state was exposed had forced them to take on themselves 
the responsibility of employing extraordinary means of de- 
fence. It had therefore never been thought necessary by any 
English Parliament to pass any Act or resolution touching 
this matter. The torture was not mentioned in the Petition 
of Eight, or in any of the statutes framed by the Long Pa-r- 
liament. No member of the Convention of 1689 dreamed of 
proposing that the instrument which called the Priiice and 
Princess of Orange to the throne should contain a declaration 
against the using of racks and thumbscrews for the purpose 
of forcing prisoners to accuse themselves. Such a declaration 
would have been justly regarded as weakening father than 
strengthening a rule which, as far hack as the days of the 
Plantagenets, had been proudly declared hy the most illus- 
trious sages of Westminster Hall to he a distinguishing 
feature of the English jurisprudence."^ In the Scottish Claim 
of Eight, the nse of torture, without evidence, or in ordinary 
cases, was declared to be contrary to law. The use of tortm-e, , 
therefore, where there was strong evidence, and where the 
crime was extraordinary, was, hy the plainest implication, 
declared to be according to law ; nor did the Estates mention 
the use of torture among the grievances which required a 
legislative remedy. In truth, they could not condemn the 
use of torture without condemning themselves. It had 
chanced that, while they were employed in settling the 
government, the eloquent and learned Lord President Lock- 
hart had been foully murdered in a public street through 
which he was returning from church on a Sunday. The 
murderer was seized, and proved to be a wretch who, having 
treated his wife barbarously and turned her out of doors, had 

* There is a striding passage on this subject in Forteseue. 


been compelled by a decide of tlie Coni‘t of Session to pro- on a?. 
vide for lier. A savage hatred of the Judges by whom she 
had been protected had taken possession of his niind, and 
had goaded him to a horrible crime and a horrible fate. It 
was natural that an assassination attended by so many cir- 
eumstances of aggravation should move the indignation of * 
the members of the Convention. Yet they should have con- 
sidered the gravity of the conjuncture and the importance 
of their own mission. They unfortunately, in the heat of 
passion, directed the magistrates of Edinburgh to strike the 
prisoner in the boots, and named a Committee to superintend 
the operation. But for this unhappy event, it is probable 
that the law of Scotland concerning torture would have been 
immediately assimilated to the law of England.* 

Having settled the Claim of Eight, the Convention pro- 
ceeded to revise the Coronation oath. When this had been 
done, three members 'were appointed to carry the Instrument 
of Government to London. Argyle, though not, in strictness 
of law, a Peer, was chosen to represent the Peers : Sir James 
Montgomory represented the Commissioners of Shires, and 
Sir John Dahymple the Commissioners of Towns. 

The Estates then adjourned for a few weeks, having first 
passed a vote which empowered Hamilton to take such 
measures as might be necessary for the preservation of the 
public peace till the end of the interregnum. 

The ceremony of the inauguration was distinguished from William 
ordinary pageants by some highly interesting circumstances, 

On the eleventh of May the three Commissioners came to the eiwn, of 
Council Chamber at Whitehall, and thence, attended by 
almost all the Scotchmen of note who were then in London, 
proceeded to the Banqueting House. There William and 
Mary appeared seated under a canopy. A splendid circle of 
English nobles and statesmen stood round the throne : but 
the sword of state was committed to a Scotch lord ; and the 
oath of office was administered after the Scotch fashion, 

Argyle recited the words slowly. The royal pair, holding up 
their hands towards heaven, repeated after him till they came 
to the last clause. There William paused. That clause con- 
tained a promise that he would root out all heretics and all 
enemies of the true worship of God^ and . it was notorious 
that, in the oxjinion of many Scotchmen, not only all Eoniaii 
Catholics, but all Protestant Episcoj^alians, all Independents, 

Aefc. Pari. Seot., April 1. 1689; Order’s of Commifctee of Eatates, May 16. 

1689; London Gaizctte, April 11. 
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CHAP, Baptists, and Quatei's, all Liitlierans, iia j all Britisli Presbj- 
- - terians who did not hold themselves bound by the Solemn 

League and Covenant, were enemies of the true worship of 
God.* The King had apprised the Commissioners that he 
could not take this part of the oath without a distinct and 
public explanation; and they had been authorised by the 
Convention to give such an explanation as would satisfy him. 

I will not,” he now said, lay myself under any obligation 
to be a persecutor.” ^‘^]N'either the words of this oath,” said 
one of the Commissioners, ^^nor the laws of Scotland, lay 
any such obligation on Your Majesty.” In that sense, then, 

I swear,” said William ; and I desire you all, my lords and ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
gentlemen, to witness that I do so.” Even his detractors 
have generally admitted that on this great occasion he acted 
with uprightness, dignity, and wisdonuf 
Discontent As King of Scotland, he soon found himself embarrassed 
at every step by ah the diificulties which had embarrassed 
him as King of England, and by other difficulties which in 
England were happily unlmown. In the north of the island, 
no class was more dissatisfied with the Ee volution than the 
class which owed most to the Eevolution. The manner in ^ 
which the Convention had decided the question of eeclesi- 
astical polity had not been more offensive to the Bishops 
themselves than to those fiery Covenanters who had long, in 
defiance of sword and carbine, boot and gibbet, worshipped 
their Maker after their own fashion in caverns and on moun- 
tain tops. Was there ever, these zealots exclaimed, such a 
halting between two opinions, such a compromise between the 

* As it lias lately been denied that the her 1707, the United Societies complain 
extreme Presbyterians entertained an that the crown has been settled on “the 
unfavourable opinion of the Lutherans, Prince of Hanover, who has been bred 
I will give two decisive proofs of the and brought up in the Lutheran religion, 
truth of what I have asserted in the text, which is not only different from, but 
In the book entitled Faithful Contend- even in many things contrary unto that 
ings Displayed is a report of what passed purity in doctrine, reformation, and reli- 
at the G-eneral Meeting of the United gion, we in these nations had attained 
Societies of Covenanters on the 24th of unto, as is very well known.” They add : 
October 1688. The question was pro- “The admitting such a person to reign 
pounded whether there should he an over us is not only contrary to our 
association with the Dutch. “It was Solemn League and Covenant, but to the 
concluded unanimously,” says the Clerk very Word of God itself, Deut. xvii,” 
of the Societies, “ that we could not have f History of the kte Revolution in 
an association with the Dutch in one Scotland; London Gazette, May 16. 1689. 
body, nor come formally under their con- The official account of w'hat passed was 
duct, being such a promiscuous conjunc- evidently drawn up with great care. See 
tion of reformed Lutheran malignants also the Royal Diary, 1702. The writer 
and sectaries, to join with whom were of this work professes to have derived 
repugnant to the testimony of the Church his information from a divine who was 
of Scotland.” In the Protestation and present. 

Testimony drawn ixp on the 2nd of Octo- 
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Lord and Baal P Tlie Estates oiiglit to have said that epis- 
copacy was an abomination in God’s sight, and that, in obe- 
dience to his word, and from fear of his righteons judgment, 
they were determined to deal with this great national sin and 
scandal after the fashion of those saintly rnlers who of old 
cut down the groves and demolished the altars of Chemosh 
and Astarte. Unhappily, Scotland was ruled, not by pions 
Josiahs, but by careless Gallios. The antichristian hierarchy 
was to be abolished, not because it was an insult to heaven, 
but because it was felt as a burden on earth ; not because it 
was hateful to the great Head of the Church, but because it 
was hateful to the people. Was public opinion, then, the 
test of right and wrong in religion P Was not the order 
which Christ had established in his own house to be held 
equally sacred in all countries and through aU ages P And 
was there no reason for following that order in Scotland, 
except a reason which might be urged with equal force for 
maintaining Prelacy in England, Popery in Spain, and Ma- 
hometanism in Turkey P Why, too, was nothing said of those 
Covenants which the nation had so generally subscribed and 
so generally violated ? Why was it not distinctly affirmed 
that the promises set down in those rolls were still binding, 
and would to the end of time be binding, on the kingdom? 
Were these truths to be suppressed from regard for the 
feelings and interests of a prince who was all things to aU 
men, an aUy of the idolatrous Spaniard and of the Lutheran 
Dane, a presbyterian at the Hague and a prelatist at White- 
hall P He, like Jehu in ancient times, had doubtless so far 
done well that he had been the scourge of the idolatrous 
House of Ahab. But he, like Jehu, had not taken heed to 
walk in the divine law with his whole heart, but had tolerated 
and practised impieties differing only in degree from those 
of which he had declared himself the enemy. It would have 
better become godly senators to remonstrate with him on the 
sin wJiich he was committing by conforming to the Anglican 
ritual, and by maintaining the Anglican Church government, 
than to flatter him by using a phraseology which seemed to 
indicate that they were as deeply tainted with Erastianism 
as himself. Many of those who held this language refused to 
do any act which could be construed into a recognition of 
the new Sovereigns, and would rather have been fired upon by 
files of musketeers, or tied to stakes within low water mark, 
than have uttered a prayer that God would bless William and 
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Yet tlie King had less to fear from tlie pertinacious ad- 
herence of these men to their absurd princijiles than from 
the ambition and ararice of another set of men -who had no 
princi|)les at all. It was necessaiy that he should immediately 
name ministers to conduct the government of Scotland ; and^ 
name whom he mighty he could not fail to disappoint and 
irritate a multitude of expectants. Scotland was one of the 
least wealthy countries in Europe : yet no country in Europe 
contained a greater number of clever and selfish poIitiGiaiis. 
The places in the gift of the Crown were not enough to 
satisfy one twentieth pait of the placehimters, every one of 
whom thought that his own services had been preeminent^ 
and that, whoever might be passed by, he ought to be remem- 
bered. William did his best to satisfy these innumerable and 
insatiable claimants by putting many offices into coimnissioii. 
There were however a few great posts which it was impossible 
to divide, Hamilton was declared Lord High Oommissioner, 
in the hope that immense pecuniary allowances, a residence 
in Holyrood Palace, and a|)omp and dignit}^ little less than 
regal, would content him. The Earl of Craivford was ap- 
pointed President of the Parliament j and it was sujiposecl 
that this appointment would conciliate the rigid Presby- 
terians : for Crawford was what they called a professor. His 
letters and s|)eeches are, to use his own jffiraseology, exceed- 
ing savomy. Alone, or almost alone, among the prominent 
politicians of that time, he retained the style which had been 
fashionable in the |)recedmg generation. He had a text from 
the Pentateuch or the Prophets ready for every occasion. He 
filled his despatches with allusions to Ishmael and Ilagar, 
Hannah and Eli, Elijah, Kehemiah, and Zerubbabel^ and 
adorned his oratory with quotations from Ezra and Haggai. 
It is a circumstance strikingly characteristic of the man, and 
of the school in which he had been trained, that, in all the 
mass of his miting which has come down to us, there is not 
a single word indicating that he had ever in his life heard of 
the Kew Testament. Even in our own time some persons of 
a peculiar taste have been so much delighted by the rich 
unction of his eloquence, that they have confidently pi*o- 
noimced him a saint. To those whose habit is to judge of a 
man rather by his actions than by Ms words, Crawford will 
appear to have been a selfish, cruel, politician, who was not 
at all the dupe of his own cant, and whose zeal against epis- 
copal government was not a little whetted by his desire to 
obtain a grant of Episcopal domains. In excuse for his 



WILLIAM AIS-D MABY. 


B9 


greediness, it otigM to be said tbat lie was tlie poorest noble 
of a poor nobility, and tliat before the Eevolntion he was 
sometimes at a loss for a meal and a suit of clothes.*^' 

The ablest of Scottish politicians and debaters, Sir John 
Balrymple, was appointed Lord Advocate. His father. Sir 
James, the greatest of Scottish jurists, was placed at the 
head of the Coiirt of Session. Sir William Lockhait, a man 
whose letters prove him to have possessed considerable ability, 
became Solicitor Greneral. 

Sir James Montgomery had flattered himself that he should 
be the chief minister. He had distinguished himself highly 
in the Convention. He had been one of the Commissioners 
who had tendered the Crown and administered the oath to 
the new Sovereigns. In parliamentary ability and eloquence 
he had no superior among his countrymen, except the new 
Lord Advocate. The Secretaryship was, not indeed in dignity, 
but in real power, the highest office in the Scottish govern- 
ment; and this office was the reward to which Montgomery 
thought himself entitled. But the Episcopalians and the 
moderate Presbyterians dreaded him as a man of extreme 
opinions and of bitter spirit. He had been a chief of the 
Covenanters: he had been prosecuted at one time for hold- 
ing conventicles, and at another time for harbouring rebels : 
he had been fined: he had been imprisoned: he had been 
almost driven to take refuge from his enemies beyond the 
Atlantic in the infant settlement of Hew Jersey. It was ap- 
prehended that, if he were now armed with the whole power 
of the Crown he would exact a terrible retribution for what he 
had suffered. t William therefore preferred Melville, who, 
though not a man of eminent talents, was regarded by the 
Presbyterians as a thoroughgoing friend, and yet not re- 


^ Se© Crawford’s Letters and Speeches, 
passim. His style of begging for a place 
was -peculiar. After owning, not without 
reason, that his heart was deceitful and 
desperately wicked, he proceeded th\is : 
“ The same Omnipotent Being who hath 
said, when the poor and needy seek 
water and there is none, and their tongue 
faileth for thirst, he will not forsake 
them, notwithstanding of my present low 
condition, can build me a house if He 
think fit.” — Letter to Melville, of May 
28. 1689. As to Crawford’s poverty and 
his passion for Bishops’ lands, see his 
letter to Melville of the 4:th of December 
1690. As to his humanity, sec his letter 
to Melville, Dee. 11. 1690. All these 


letters are among the Leven and Melville 
Papers. The author of An Account of 
the Late Establishment of Presbyterian 
Grovemment says of a person who had 
taken a bribe of ten or twelve pounds, 
“ Had he been as poor as my Lord Craw- 
ford, perhaps he had been the more ex- 
cusable.” See also the dedication of the 
celebrated tract entitled Scotch Presby- 
terian Eloquence Displayed. 

t Burnet, ii. 23, 24. ; Eountamhall 
Papers, 13. Aug. 1684, 14. and 15. Oct. 
1684, 3. May 1685 ; Montgomery to 
Melville, June 23. 1689, in tlae Leven 
and Melville Papers; Pretences of the 
Ereiieh Invasion Examined, licensed 
May 25. 1692. 
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garded by the EpiscopaUans as an implacable enemy. Ifelville 
fixed his residence at the Englisb Court, and became the 
regular organ of communication between Kensisigton and the 
authorities at Edinburgh. 

William had, however, one Scottish adviser who deserved 
and possessed more influence than any of the ostensible 
ministers. This was Garstairs, one of the most remarkable 
men of that age. He united great scholastic attainments 
with great aptitude for civil business, and the firm faith and 
ardent zeal of a martyr with the shrewdness and suppleness 
of a consummate politician. Iif courage and fidelity he re- 
sembled Emmet; bnt he had, what Burnet wanted, judgment, 
selfcommand, and a singular power of keeping secrets. There 
was no post to which he might not have aspired if he had 
been a layman, or a priest of the Church of England. But a 
Presbyterian clergyman could not hope to attain any high 
dignity either in the north or in the south of the island. 
Carstairs was forced to content himself with the snbstanee of 
power, and to leave the semblance to others. He was named 
Chaplain to Their Majesties for Scotland; but wherever the 
King was, in England, in Ireland, in the Netherlands, there 
was this most trusty and most prudent of courtiers. He ob- 
tained from the royal bounty a modest competence ; and he 
desired no more. But it was well known that he could be as 
useful a friend and as formidable an enemy as any member of 
the cabinet ; and he was designated at the public offices and 
in the antechambers of the palace by the significant nick- 
name of the Cardinal.’^ 

To Montgomery was offered the place of Lord Justice 
Clerk. But that place, though high and honourable, he 
thought below his merits and his capacity; and he returned 
from London to Scotland with a heart ulcerated by hatred of 
his ungratefal master and of his successful rivals. At Edin- 
burgh a knot of Whigs, as severely disappointed as himself 
by the new arrangements, readily submitted to the guidance 
of so bold and able a leader. Tinder his direction these men, 
among whom the Eaii of Annandale and Lord Boss were the 
most conspicuous, formed themselves into a society called the 
Club, appointed a clerk, and met daily at a tavern to concert 
plans of opposition. Eound this nucleus soon gathered a 


* See the life and correspondence of 
Carstairs, and the interesting memorials 
of him in the Caldwell Papers, printed 
in 1864. See also Mackay’s ehairacter of 
Mm, and Swift’s note. Swiff s word i$ 


not to he taken against a Scotchman and 
a Presbyterian. I helieve, however, that 
Carstairs, thongli an honest and pious 
man in essentials, had his full share of 
the wisdom of the serpent 
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great body of greedy and angry politicians.* Witli these 
dishonest nialecontentsy whose object was merely to annoy 
the government and to get places^ were leagued other male- 
contents, who, ill the course of a long resistance to tyranny, 
had become so perverse and irritable that they were unable 
to live coiitentedly even under the mildest and most con- 
stitutional rale. Such a man was Sir Patriot Hume, He 
had returned from exile, as litigious, as impracticable, as 
morbidly jealous of all superior authority, and as fond of 
harangiiing, as he had been foim years before, and was as 
much bent on making a merely nominal sovereign of William 
as he had formerly been bent on making a merely nominal 
general of Argyle.f A man far superior morally and intel- 
lectually to Hume, Fletcher of Saltoun, belonged to the same 
party. Though not a member of the Convention, he was a 
most active member of the Club-f He hated monarchy: he 
hated democracy: his favourite project was to make Scot- 
land an oligarchical republic. The King, if there must he a 
King, was to he a mere pageant. The lowest class of the 
people were to be bondsmen. The whole power, legislative 
and executive, was to be in the hands of the Parliament. In 
other words, the country was to be absolutely governed by a 
hereditary aristocracy, the most needy, the most haughty, 
and the most quarrelsome in Europe. Under sneh a polity 
there could have been neither freedom nor tranquillity. 
Trade, industry, science, would have languished y and Scot- 
land would have been a smaller Poland, with a pnppet sove- 
reign, a turbnlent diet, and an enslaved people. With un- 
successful candidates for office, and with honest hut wrong- 
headed republicans, were mingled politicians whose course 
was determined merely by fear. Many sycophants, who were 
conscious that they had, in the evil time, done what deserved 
pnnishment, were desirons to make their peace with the 
powerful and vindictive Club, and were glad to be permitted 
to atone for their servility to Janies by their opposition to 
WiEiain.§ The great body oi Jacohites meanwhile stood 

^ Sir John Dalrymple to Lord Mel- busier than Saltoiin.”—Loeldiart to Mel- 
ville, June 18. 20. 25. 1689 ; Leven and ville, July 11. 1689; Leven and Melville 
^ . Melville Papers. Papers. See Fletcher’s own works, and 

t There is an amusing description of the descriptions of him in Lockhart’s and 
Sir Patrick in the Hyndford MS. written Mackay’s Memoirs, 
about 1704, and printed among the Car- § Palrymple says, in a letter of the 
stairs Papers. “ He is a lover of set Sth of June, “ All the malignants, for 
speeches, and can hardly give audience fear, are come into the Club ; and they 
to private friends without them.” all TOte alike.” 

J “Ho man, though not a member, 
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CITAP. aloof, saw witli deliglit tie enemies of the Honse of Stnart 
^ ^ divided against one another, and indulged the hope that the 

confusion would end in the restoration of the "banished 
king.’^ 

War While Montgomery was lahonriiig to form out of various 

in tiie^ materials a i)arty which might, when the Convention should 
iiighinnds. reassemble, be powerful enough to dictate to the throne, an 
enemy still more formidable than Montgomery had set uj) 
the standard of civil war in a region about which the politi- 
cians of Westminster, and indeed most of the politicians of 
Edinburgh, knew no more than about Abyssinia or Japan, 
th'! easy for a modern Englishman, who can pass in a 

day from his club in Saint James’s Street to his shooting box 
among the Grainj)ians, and who finds in his shooting box all 
the comforts and luxuries of his club, to believe that, in the 
time of his greatgrandfathers, Saint James’s Street had as 
little connection with the Grampians as with the Andes. 

Tet so it was. In the south of our island scarcely any thing 
was known about the Celtic part of Scotland ; and what was 
known excited no feeling but contempt and loathing. The 
crags and the glens, the woods and the waters, were indeed " 
the same that now swarm every autumn with admiring gazers 
and sketchers. The Trosachs wound as now between gigantic 
walls of rock tapestried with broom and wild roses : Foyers 
came headlong down through the birchwood with the same 
leap and the same roar with which he still rushes to Loch 
ISTessj and, in defiance of the sun of June, the snowy scalp of 
Ben Cruachan rose, as it stdl rises, over the willowy islets of 
Loch Awe. Yet none of these sights had power, till a recent 
period, to attract a single poet or painter from more opulent ^ ™ 
and more tranquil regions. Indeed, law and police, trade 
and industry, have done far more than people of romantic 
dispositions will readily admit, to develope in our minds a 
sense of the wilder beauties of nature. A traveller must be 
freed from all apprehension of being murdered or staiwed 
before he can be charmed by the bold outlines and rich tints 
of the hills. He is not likely to be throvm into ecstasies by 
the abruptness of a jcrecipice from which he is in imminent 
danger of falling two thousand feet perpendicular; by the 
boiling waves of a torrent which suddenly whirls away his 
baggage and forces him to run for his life ; by the gloomy 
grandeur of a pass where, he finds a corpse which marauders 
have just stripped and mangled; or by the screams of those 


^ Balcarras. 
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eagies wliosG next meal ma,j probably be on liis own eyes. 
A-bout tlie year I73O5 Captain Bnrt, one of tlie first Engiisli- 
men wlio cangbt a glimpse of tbe spots whicb now allure 
tourists from erery part of tbe ciyilised worlds wrote an 
account of Ms wanderings. He was evidently a man of a 
quiekj an observant^ and a cultivated mind^ and would doubt- 
less, bad be lived in our age, tetve looked with mingled 
awe and deligbt on tbe mountains of Invernesssbire. But, 
writing witb tbe feeling wliicb was universal in bis own age, 
be pronounced those inouiitains .monstrous excrescences. 
Tbeir deformity, be said, was sucb tbat tbe most sterile plains 
seemed lovely by comparison. Fine weather, be complained, 
only made bad worse ; for, the clearer tbe day, tbe more dis- 
agreeably did those misshapen masses of gloomy brown and 
dirty purple affect the eye. What a contrast, be exclaimed, 
between these horrible j)rospects and tbe beauties of Eicli- 
mond Hill !* Some persons may think tbat Burt was a man 
of vulgar and prosaical mind : but they will scarcely venture 
to pass a similar judgment on Oliver Goldsmith. Goldsmith 
was one of tbe very few Saxons who, more than a century 
ago, ventured to explore tbe Highlands. He was disgusted 
by the hideous wilderness, aiid declared tbat be greatly pre- 
ferred the charming country round Leyden, tbe vast expanse 
of verdant meadow, and the villas witb tbeir statues and 
grottoes, trim flower beds, and rectilinear avenues. Yet it is 
difficult to believe that the author of tbe Traveller and of tbe 
Deserted Village was naturally inferior in taste and sensi- 
bility to tbe thousands of clerks and milliners who are now 
thrown into raptures by tbe sight of Loch Katrine and Loch 
. Lomond-t His feelings may easily be exjdained. It was 
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^ Captain Bixrt’s Letters from Scot- 
land. 

t Shall I tire yon ■with a description 
of this -unfruitful country, where I must 
lead you over their hills all hrown 
•with heath, or their valleys scarce able 
to feed a rabbit? . . , Every part 

of tbe country presents tbe same dismal 
landscape. No grove or brook iend tbeir 
music to cheer the stranger.” — Gold- 
sinith to Bryanton, Edinburgh, Sept. 20. 
1753 . In a letter vTitten soon after from 
Leyden to the Reverend Thomas Conta- 
rine, Goldsmith says, “I was wholly 
taken up in observing tbe face of tbe 
country. Nothing can equal its beauty. 
Wherever I turned my eye, 'fine houses, 
elegant gardens, statues, grottos, vistas 
presented themselves. Scotland and this- 


eountry bear the highest contrast : there, 
hills and I’ocks intercept every prospect ; 
here it is all a continued plain.” See 
Appendix C. to the First Volume of Mr. 
Forster’s Life of Goldsmith. I will cite 
the testimony of another man of genius 
in support of tbe doetz-’ine propounded 
in the text. No human being has ever 
bad a finer sense of tbe beauties of na- 
tive than Gz’ay. No prospect surpasses 
in grandeur and loveliness tbe first view 
of Italy from Mount Cenis, Had Gray 
enjoyed that view from the magnificent 
road constructed in this cenlury, he 
would undoubtedly have been in rap- 
tures. But in bis time the descent was 
j)erformed with extreme ineonvenionee 
and with not a little peril. He theretbrt'., 
instead of breaking forth into tjacula- 
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not till roads liad been cut out of tbe rocks, tiU bridges b 
been flung over tbe courses of tbe rivulets, tifl inns bad suc- 
ceeded to dens of robbers, tili there was as little danger of 
being slain or plundered in tbe wildest defile of Badenocb or 
Locbaber as in Combill, that strangers could be encbaiited 
by tbe blue dimples of tbe lakes and by tbe rainbows wbicb 
overbung tbe waterfalls, and could derive a solemn pleasure 
even from tbe clouds and tempests wbicb lowered on tbe 
mountain tops. 

Tbe change in tbe feeling witb wbicb tbe Lowlanderg 
regarded tbe Highland scenery was closely connected with 
a change not less remarkable in tbe feeling witb which they 
regarded the Highland race. It is not strange that the "Wild 
Scotch, as they were sometimes called, should, in the 
seventeenth century, have been considered by tbe Saxons as 
mere savages. But it is surely strange that, considered as 
savages, they should not have been objects of interest and 
curiosity. The English were then abundantly inquisitive 
about the manners of rude nations separated from our island 
by great continents and oceans. Numerous books were printed 
describing tbe laws, tbe superstitions, the cabins, tbe repasts, 
tbe dresses, tbe marriages, tbe funerals of Lai^landers and 
Hottentots, Mohawks and Malays. The plays and poems of 
that age are full of allusions to the usages of the black men 
of Africa and of the red men of America. The only barba- 
rian about whom there was no wish to have any information 
was the Highlander. Five or six years after the Eevolution, 
an indefatigable angler pubHshed an account of Scotland. 

He boasted that, in the course of his rambles from lake to 

lake, and from brook to brook, he had left scarcely a nook of e- 

the kingdom unexplored. But, when we examine his nar- 
rative, we find that he had never ventured beyond the ex- 
treme skirts of the Celtic region. He tells us that even 
from the people who lived close to the passes he could learn 
little or nothing about the Gaelic population. Pew English- 
men, he says, had ever seen Inverary. All beyond Inverary 
was chaos.* In the reign of George the Pfrst, a work was 

tions of admiration and deHglit, says Pliilanthropns, 1694. Tlie antlior liad 
most nnpoetically, “ Mount Cenis, I con- canglit a few glimpses of Highland 
fess, carries the permission mountains scenery, and speaks of it much as Burt 
have of hemg frightful rather too far; spoke in the following generation: 
and its horrors were accompanied with is a part of the creation left undressed ; 
too much danger to give one time to re- rubbish thrown aside when the inagiiifi- 
flect upon their beauties.” — Gray to cent fabric of the world was ex*eated ; as 
West, Hoy. 16. 1739. ^ void of form as the natives are indigent 

^ Horfchern Memoirs, by R. Pranck of morals and good manners.” 
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published wMcli professed to give a most exact account of 
Scotland j and in this wort, consisting of more than three 
hundred pages, two contemptuous paragraphs were thought 
sufficient for the Highlands and the Highlanders.* We may 
well doubt whether, in 1689, one in twenty of the weU read 
gentlemen who assembled at WilFs coffeehouse knew that, 
within the four seas, and at the distance of less than five 
hundred miles from London, were many miniature courts, 
in each of which a petty prince, attended by guards, by 
armour bearers, by musicians, by a hereditary orator, hy a 
hereditary poet laureate, kept a rude state, dispensed a rude 
justice, waged wars, and concluded treaties. While the old 
Gaelic institutions were in full vigour, no account of them 
was given by any observer, qualified to judge of them fairly. 
Had such an observer studied the character of the High- 
landers, he would doubtless have found in it closely inter- 
mingled the good and the bad qualities of an uncivilised 
nation. He would have found that the people had no love 
for their country or for their king ; that they had no attach- 
ment to any commonwealth larger than the clan, or to any 
^ magistrate superior to the chief. He would have found that 
life was governed by a code of morality and honour widely 
different from that which is established in peaceful and 2>ros- 
perous societies. He would have learned that a stab in the 
back, or a shot from hehind a fragment of rock, were approved 
modes of taking satisfaction foir insults. He would have 
heard men relate boastfally how they or their fathers had 
wreaked on hereditary enemies in a neighbouring valley such 
vengeance as would have made old soldiers of the Thirty 
Tears^ War shudder. He would have found that robbery was 
held to be a calling, not merely innocent, but honourable. 
He would have seen, wherever he turned, that dislike of 
steady industry, and that disposition to throw on the weaker 
sex the heaviest part of manual labour, which are charac- 
teristic of savages. He would have been struck hy the spec- 
tacle of athletic men basking in the sun, angling for salmon, 
or taking aim at grouse, while their aged mothers, their 
pregnant wives, their tender daughters, were reaping the 
scanty harvest of oats. Hor did the women repine at their 
V- hard lot. In their view it was quite fit that a man, especially 
if he assumed the aristocratic title of Duinhe Wassel and 
adorned his bonnet with the eaglets feather, should take his 
ease, except when he was fighting, hunting, or marauding. 

^ Journey tlirongli Scotland, by tlie antlior of tlie Joixmey tkcongk England^ 1723. 
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To mention tlie name of sncli a man in connection with com- 
merce or with any mechanical art was an insnlt. iigricnltiire 
was indeed less despised. Yet a highborn warrior was imich 
more becomingly employed in plundering the land of others 
than in tilling his own. The religion of the greater part of 
the Highlands was a rude mixture of Popery and Paganism. 
The symbol of redemption was associated with heathen sacri- 
fices and incantations. Baptised men |)onred libations of ale 
to one Daemon^ and set out drink olferings of milk for an- 
other. Seers wrapped themselves up in bulls’ hides, and 
awaited, in that vesture, the inspiration which was to reveal 
the future. Even among those ministrels and genealogists 
whose hereditary vocation was to preserve the memory of 
past events, an enquirer would have found very few who could ■ 
read. In truth, he might easily have journeyed from sea to 
sea without discovering a page of Gaelic printed or written. 
The price which he would have had to pay for his knowledge of 
the country would have been heavy. He would have had to 
endure hardships as great as if he had sojourned among the 
Esquimaux or the Samoyeds. Here and there, indeed, at the 
castle of some great lord who had a seat in the Parliament and 
Privy Council, and who was accustomed to pass a large part 
of his life in the cities of the South, might have been found 
wig^s and embroidered coats, plate and fine linen, lace and 
jewels, Erench dishes and Erench wines. But, in general, 
the traveller would have been forced to content himself with 
very different quarters. In many dwellings the furniture, 
the food, the clothing, nay the very hair and skin of his hosts, 
would have put his philosophy to the proof. His lodging 
would sometimes have been in a hut of which every nook 
would have swarmed with vermin. He would have inhaled 
an atmosphere thick with peat smoke, and foul with a 
hundred noisome exhalations. At supper grain fit only for 
horses would have been set before him, acoomj)anied by a 
cake of blood drawn from living cows. Some of the company 
with which he would have feasted would have been covered 
with cutaneous eruptions, and others would have been smeared 
with tar like sheep. His couch would have been the bare 
earth, dry or wet as the weather might be ; and from that 
couch he would have risen half poisoned with stench, half 
blind with the reek of turf, and half mad with the itch.^ 

^ Almost all these circuTiistaiiees are he says : 
taken from Buit’e Letters. For tlie ..There^on is, theyVe smeared with tar, 
tar, 1 am indebted to Cleland’s poetry. "Which doth defend their head and neck, 

In Iiis yerses on the “Highland Host’\ Just as it doth their sheep protect.’’ 



WILLIAM Am MARY, 


47 


TMs is not an a,ttraetm picture. And yet an enligiitened 
and dispassionate olbserver wonld Ixave found in tlie clia- 
raeter and manners of tMs rude people sometliing -wMch 
^ might well excite admiration and a good hope. Their cour- 
age was what great exploits achieyed in aU the four quarters 
of the globe have since proved it to be. Their intense 
attachment to their own tribe and to their own patriarchy 
though politically a great evily partook of the nature of 
virtue. The sentiment was misdirected and ill regulated; 
but still it was heroic. There must be some elevation of soul 
in a man who loves the society of which he is a member and the 
leader whom he follows with a love stronger than the love of 
life. It was true that the Highlander had few scruples about 
shedding the blood of an enemy : but it was not less true that 
he had high notions of the duty of observing faith to allies 
and hospitality to guests. It was true that his predatory 
habits were most pernicious to the commonwealth. Yet those 
erred greatly who imagined that he bore any resemblance to 
villains who, in rich and well governed communitiesy live by 
stealing. Wlien he drove before him the herds of Lowland 
^ farmers up the pass which led to his native gleUy he no more 
‘ considered himself as a thief than the Raleighs and Drakes 
considered themselves as thieves when they divided the cargoes 
of Spanish galleons. He was a warrior seizing lawful prize 
of wary of war never once intermitted during the thirty-five 
generations which had passed away since the Teutonic inva- 
ders had driven the children of the soil to the mountains. 
Thaty if he was caught robbing on such principleSy he shouldy 
for the protection of peaceful industry, be punished with the 
utmost rigour of the law was perfectly just. But it was not 
— ^just to class him morally with the pickpockets who infested 
Drury Lane Tlieatrey or the highwayman who stopped coaches 
on Blaekheath. His inordinate pride of birth and his contempt 
for labour and trade were indeed great weaknesseSy and had 
done far more than the inclemency of the air and the sterility 
of the soil to keep his country poor and rnde. Yet even here 
there was some compensation. It must in fahmess he acknow- 
ledged that the patrician virtues were not less widely diffused 
among the population of the Highlands than the patrician 
vices. As there was no other part of the island where men, 
sordidly clothedy lodged, and fed, indulged themselves to such 
a degree in the idle sauntering habits of an aristocracy, so 
there was no other part of the island where such men had in 
such a degree the better qualities , of an aristocracy, grace and 
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dignity of manner^ selfrespeet, and that noble sensibility 
wbicli ' makes disliononr more terrible tban deatk. A gentle- 
man of Sky or Lockaber, whose clothes were begrimed with 
the accimmlated filth of years, and whose hovel smelt worse 
than an English hogstye, would often do the honours of that 
hovel with a lofty courtesy worthy of the siolendid circle of 
Yersailles. Thongh he had as little booklearning as the most 
stupid plonghboys of England, it would have been a great 
error to put him in the same intellectual rank with such 
plonghboys. It is indeed only by reading that men can be- 
come profoundly acquainted with any science. But the arts 
of poetry and rhetoric may be carried near to absolute perfec- 
tion, and may exercise a mighty influence on the public mind, 
in an age in which books are wholly or almost wholly unknown. ^ 
The first great painter of life and manners has described with 
a vivacity which makes it impossible to doubt that he was 
copying from nature, the effect produced by eloquence and 
song on audiences ignorant of the alphabet. It is probable 
that, in the Highland councils, men who woilld not have been 
qualified for the duty of parish clerk sometimes argued ques- 
tions of x^eace and wai% of tribute and homage, with ability 
worthy of Halifax and Caermarthen, and that, at the Highland / 
banquets, minstrels who did not know their letters sometimes 
poured forth rhapsodies in which a discerning critic might 
have found passages such as would have reminded him of the 
tenderness of Otway or of the vigour of Dryden. 

There was therefore even then evidence sufiicient to justify 
the belief that no natural inferiority had kept the Celt far 
behind the Saxon. It might safely have been predicted that, 
if ever an efficient police should make it impossible for the 
Highlander to avenge his wrongs by violence and to supply ^ 
his wants by rapine, if ever his faculties should be “developed 
by the civilising infiuence of the Protestant religion and of 
the English language, if ever he should transfer to his country 
and to her lawful magistrates the affection and respect with 
which he had been taught to regard his own petty community 
and his own petty prince, the kingdom would obtain an im- 
mense accession of strength for all the piuposes both of x>eace 
and of war. 

Such would doubtless have been the decision of a well in- 
formed and impartial judge. But no such judge was then to ^ 
be found. The Saxons who dwelt far from the Gaelic provinces 
could not be well informed. The Saxons who dwelt near those 
provinces could not be impartial. National enmities have 
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always been fiercest among borderers ; and the enmity between 
the Highland borderer and the Lowland borderer along the 
whole frontier was the growth of ages, and was kept fresh by 
constant injuries. One day many square miles of pasture land 
were swept bare by armed plnnderers from the hills. Another 
day a score of plaids dangled in a row on the gallows of Crieff 
or Stirling. Fairs were indeed held on the debatable land for 
the necessary interchange of commodities. But to those fairs 
both parties came prepared for battle ; and the day often ended 
ill bloodshed. Thns the Highlander was an object of hatred 
to his Saxon neighbonrs ; and from his Saxon neighbours those 
Saxons who dwelt far from him learned the very little that 
they cared to know abont his habits. When the English 
epndescended to think of Mm at all, — and it was seldom that 
they did so, — ^they considered him as a filthy abject savage, 
a slave, a Papist, a cutthroat, and a tMef.'^ 

This contemptuous loathing lasted till the year 1745, and 
was then for a moment succeeded by intense fear and rage. 
England, thoroughly alarmed, put forth her whole strength. 
The Highlands were subjugated rapidly, completely, and for 
ever. During a short time the English nation, still heated 
by the recent conflict, breathed nothing but vengeance. The 
slaughter on the field of battle and on the scaffold was not 
sufficient to slake the public thirst for blood. The sight of 
the tartan inflamed the populace of London with hatred, which 
ehowed itself by nnmanly outrages to defenceless captives. A 


* A striking illustration of the opinion 
■which was entertained of the Highlander 
by his Lowland neighhours, and which 
was by them communicated to the Eng- 
lish, will be found in a volume of Mis- 
cellanies published by Afra Behn in 1685. 
One of the most curious pieces in the 
collection is a coarse and profane Scotch 
poem entitled, “How the first liielaiid- 
man was made.” How and of what 
materials he was made I shall not ven- 
ture to relate. The dialogue which im- 
mediately follows his creation may be 
q-uoted, I hope, without much offence. 

Says Go'd to tlie Hielaiidman, ‘ Qiihair wilt 
tliou now?* 

* I will down to the Lowlands, Lord, and 

there steal a cow.’ 

* Ffy,’ quod St. Peter, * thou wilt never do 

weel, 

* An thou, but new made, so sone gais to 

steal.’ 

‘ Umif,’ qnod the Hielandman, and swore by 
yon kirk, , 

* So long as I may geir get to steal, will I 

nevir work,* ” 

An eminent Lowland Scot, the brave 


Colonel Oleland, about the same time, 
described the Highlander in the same 
manner : 

** For a misobliging word 
She’ll dirk her neighbour o’er the board. 

If any ask her of her drift, 

Forsooth, her nainself lives by theft.” 

Much to the same effect are the veiy 
few words which Franck Philanthropus 
(1 694) spares to the Highlanders : “ They 
live like lairds and die like loons, hating 
to work and no credit to borrow: they 
make depredations and rob their neigh- 
bours.” In the History of the Revo- 
lution in Scotland, printed at Edinburgh 
in 1690, is the following passage : “ The 
Highlanders of Scotland are a sort of 
wretches that have no other considera- 
tion of honour, friendship, obedience, or 
government^ than as, by any alteration 
of affairs or revolution in the govern- 
ment, they can improve to themselves 
an opportunity of robbing or plundering 
their bordering neighbours.” 


50 


HISTORY OF ETOLAI^-D. 


CHAP, political a<iid social reTolutioii took place ttrougli the whole 
Celtic region. The power of the chiefs was destroyed : the 
people were disariaed.: the nse of the old national garb was 
interdicted : the old predatory habits were effectually broken ; 
and scarcely had this change been accomplished when a 
strange reflux of public feeling began. Pity succeeded to 
aversion. The nation execrated the cruelties which had been 
committed on the Highlanders^ and forgot that for those cru- 
elties it was itself answerable. Those very Londoners, who, 
while the memory of the inarch to Derby was still fresh, had 
thronged to hoot and pelt the rebel prisoners, now fastened on 
the prince who had put down the rebellion the nickname of 
Butcher. Those barbarous institutions and usages, which, 
while they were in full force, no Saxon had thought worthy 
of serious examination, or had mentioned except with con- 
tempt, had no sooner ceased to exist than they became objects 
of curiosity, of interest, even of admiration. Scarcely had the 
chiefs been turned into mere landlords, when it became the 
fashion to draw invidious comparisons between the rapacity of 
the landlord and the indulgence of the chief. Men seemed to 
have forgotten that the ancient Gaelic polity had been fomid 
to be incompatible with the authority of law, had obstructed 
the progress of civilisation, had more than once brought on the 
empire the curse of civil war. As they had formerly seen only 
the odious side of that polity, they could now see only the 
pleasing side. The old tie, they said, had been parental : the 
new tie was purely commercial. Wliat could be more lamen- 
table than that the head of a tribe should eject, for a paltiy 
arrear of rent, tenants who were his own flesh and Mood, 
tenants whose forefathers had often with their bodies covered 
his forefathers on the field of battle? As long as there were 
Gaelic marauders, they had been regarded by the Saxon popu- 
lation as hateful vermin who ought to be exterminated without 
mercy. As soon as the extermination had been accomplished, 
as soon as cattle were as safe in the Perthsliire passes as in 
Smithfield market, the freebooter was exalted into a hero of 
romance. As long as the Gaelic dress was worn, the Saxons 
had pronounced it hideous, ridiculous, nay, grossly indecent. 
Soon after it had been prohibited, they discovered that it was 
the most graceful drapery in Europe. The Gaelic monuments, 
the Gaelic usages, the Gaelic superstitions, the Gaelic verses, 
disdainfully neglected during many ages, began to attract the 
attention of the learned from the moment at which the pecu- 
liarities of the Gaelic race began to disappear. So strong was 
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tMs iiiipnlse tiiat, wliere tlie HigH^ concerned^ men 

of sense ga¥0 ready credence to stories without .evidence^ and 
men of taste gaye rapturous applause to compositions without 
merit. Epic poems, which any skOfiil and dispassionate critic 
would at a glance have perceived to be almost entirely modern, 
and which, if they had been published as modern, would have 
instantly found their proper place in company with Blactmore’s 
Alfred and Wilkie’s Epigoniad, were pronouncedvto be fifteen 
hundred years old, and were gravely classed with the Eiad. 
Writers of a very different order &om the impostor who fabri- 
cated these forgeries saw how striking an effect might be 
produced by skilful pictm-es of the old Higliland life. What- 
ever was re^^ulsive was softened down : whatever was graceful 
and noble was brought prominently forward. Some of these 
works were executed with such admirable art that, like the 
historical plays of Shakspeare, they superseded history. The 
visions of the poet were realities to his readers. The places 
which he described became holy ground, and were visited by 
thousands of pilgrims. Soon the vulgar imagination was so 
completely occupied by plaids, targets, and claymores, that, 
^ by most Englishmen, Scotchman and Highlander were re- 
garded as synonymous words. Eew people seemed to be aware 
that, at no remote period, a Macdonald or a Macgregor in his 
tai-tan was to a citizen of Edinburgh or Glasgow what an In- 
dian hunter in his war paint is to an inhabitant of Philadelphia 
or Boston. Artists and actors represented Bruce and Douglas 
in striped petticoats. They might as well have represented 
Washington brandishing a tomahawk, and girt with a string 
of scalps. At length this fashion reached a point beyond 

^ which it was not easy to proceed. The last British King who 

'" held a court in Holyrood thought that he could not give a more 
striking proof of his respect for the usages which had prevailed 
ill Scotland before the Union, than by disguising himself in 
what, before the Union, was considered by nine Scotchnieii 
out of ten as the dress of a thief. 

Thus it has chanced that the old Gaelic institutions and 
manners have never been exhibited in the simple light of 
truth. [Jp to the middle of the last century, they were seen 
through one false medium: they have since been seen 
^ through another. Once they loomed dimly through an 
obscuring and distorting haze of prejudice ; and no sooner 
had that fog dispersed than they appeared bright with all the 
richest tints of poetry. The time when a perfectly fair pic- 
ture could have been painted has now passed away. The 
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CHAP, original lias long disappeared: no antlientic effigy exists: 
^ and all that is possible is to produce an imperfect likeness by 

the help of two portraits, of which one is a coarse caricature 
and the other a masterpiece of flattery. 

Peculiar Among the erroneous notions which hare been commonly 
JaStism ^oceived concerning the history and character of the High- 
in tiie landers is one which it is especially necessary to correct. 
Higblands. the Century which commenced with the campaign of 

Montrose, and terminated with the campaign of the young 
Pretender, every great military exploit which was achieved on 
British ground in the cause of the House of Stuart was 
achieved by the valour of G-aeHc tribes. The English have 
therefore very naturally ascribed to those tribes the feelings 
of English cavaliers, profound reverence for the royal office, 
and enthusiastic attachment to the royal family. A close 
enquiry however will show that the strength of these feelings 
among the Celtic clans has been greatly exaggerated. 

In studying the history of our civil contentions, we must 
never forget that the same names, badges, and warcries had 
very different meanings m different parts of the British isles. 
We have already seen how little there was in common be- 
tween the Jacobitism of Ireland and the Jacobitism of Eng- 
land. The Jacobitism of the Scotch Highlander was, at least 
in the seventeenth century, a third variety, quite distinct 
from the other two. The Graelic population was far indeed 
fi:om holding the doctrines of passive obedience and non- 
resistance. In fact disobedience and resistance made up the 
ordinary life of that population. Some of those very elans 
which it has been the fashion to describe as so enthusi- 
astically loyal that they were prepared to stand by James 
to the death, even when he was in the wrong, had never, 
while he was on the throne, paid the smallest respect to his 
authority, even when he was clearly in the right. Their 
practice, their calling, had been to disobey and to defy Mm. 
Some of them had actually been proscribed by sound of horn 
for the crime of withstanding Ms lawfbd commands, and would 
have torn to pieces without scruple any of his officers who 
had dared to venture beyond the passes for the purpose of 
executing his warrant. The English WMgs were accused by 
their opponents of holding doctrines dangerously lax touch- 
ing the obedience due to the chief magistrate. Tet no 
respectable English Whig ever defended rebellion, except as 
a rare and extreme remedy for rare and extreme evils. But 
among those Celtic chiefs whose loyalty has been the theme 
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of so mncli warm eulogy were some whose whole existence from 
boyhood upwards had been one long rebellion. Such men, it is 
evident, were not likely to see the Bevolution in the light in 
which it appeared to an Oxonian nonjuror. On the other hand 
they were not, like the aboriginal Irish, urged to take arms by 
impatience of Saxon domination. To such domination the Scot- 
tish Celt had never been subjected. He occupied his own wild 
and sterile region, and followed his own national usages. In 
his dealings with the Saxons, he was rather the oppressor than 
the oppressed. He exacted black mad from them : he drove 
away their flocks and herds; and they seldom dared to pursue 
him to his native wilderness. They had never portioned out 
among themselves his dreary region of moor and shingle. 
He had never seen the tower of his hereditary chieftains 
occupied by an usurper who could not speak Gaelic, and who 
looked on all who spoke it as brutes and slaves ; nor had his 
national and religious feelings ever been outraged by the 
power and splendour of a church which he regarded as at 
once foreign and heretical. 

The real explanation of the readiness with which a large 
part of the population of the Highlands, twice in the seven- 
teenth century, drew the sword for the Stuarts is to be found 
in the internal quarrels which divided the commonwealth of 
clans. For there was a commonwealth of clans, the image, 
on a reduced scale, of the great commonwealth of European 
nations. In the smaller of these two commonwealths, as in 
the larger, there were wars, treaties, alliances, disputes about 
territory and precedence, a system of public law, a balance of 
power. There was one inexhaustible source of discontents 
and quarrels. The feudal system had, some centuries before, 
been introduced into the hill country, but had neither de- 
stroyed the patriarchal system nor amalgamated completely 
•with it. In general he who was lord in the Norman polity 
was also chief in the Celtic polity ; and, when this was the 
case, there was no conflict. But, when the two characters 
were separated, all the willing and loyal obedience was 
reserved for the chief. The lord had only 'what he could get 
and hold by force. If he was able, by the help*of his own tribe, 
to keep in subjection tenants who were not of his own tribe, 
there was a tju-anny of clan over clan, the most galling, per- 
haps, of aU forms of tyranny. At different times different 
races had risen to an authority which had produced general 
fear and envy. The Macdonalds had once possessed, in the 
Hebrides and throughout the mountain country of Argyle- 
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CHAP, sliire and Invernesssliire, an ascendency similar to tliat -wliicli 
> , the House of Austria had once possessed in Cliristendoni. 

jeakmsy But tte ascendeiicj of the Macdonalds had^ like the ascen- 
ascendenej dencj of the Honse of Anstria, passed away ; and the Camp- 
of tiie bells, tlie children of Diarniid, had become in the Highlands 

k-iTsr what the Bourbons had become in Europe.*^ The parallel 

might be carried far. Imputations similar to those which it 
was the fashion to throw on the Erench government were 
thrown on the Campbells. A peculiar dexterity, a peculiar 
plausibility of address, a peculiar contempt for the obligations 
of plighted faith, were asciihed, with without reason, to 
the dreaded race. Fair and false like a Gamphell,’^ became 
a proverb. It was said that Mac Callum More after Mac 
Callum More had, with unwearied, unscrupulous, and unre- 
lenting ambition, annexed mountain after mountain and 
island after island to the original domains of his House. 
Some tribes had been expeUe|. from their territory, some 
compelled to pay tribute, some incorporated with llie con- 
querors. At len^h the number of fighting men who bore the 
name of Campbell was sufScient to meet in the field of battle 
the combined forces of aU the other western clans. It was 
during those civil troubles which commenced in 1688 that the 
power of this aspiring family reached the zenith. Tlie Mar- 
quess of Argyle was the head of a party as well as the head of 
a tribe. Possessed of two different kinds of authority, he 
used each of them in such a way as to extend and fortify the 
other. The knowledge that he could bring into the field the 
cla3nnores of five thousand half heathen mountaineers added 
to his *infiuence among the austere Presbyferians who fiUed 
the Privy Council and the General Assembly at Edinburgh. 
His influence at Edinburgh added to the terror which he in- 
spired among the mountains. Of all |he Highland Princes 
whose history is well known to us he was the greatest and 
most dreaded. It was while his neighbours were watching 
the increase of his power with hatred which fear could 
scarcely keep down that Montrose called them to arms. The 
call was promptly obeyed. A powerful coalition of elans 
waged war, nominally for King Charles, but really against 
Mac Callum More. It is not easy for any person who has 

^ Since this passage was written I and Western Islands of Mull, Ila, sSre., 
was xmicli pleased by finding that Lord stirred up other clans to enter into a 
Foimtainhall used, in July 1676, exactly combination for bearing him dowiie, like 
the same illustration which had oecurred the eonfederat forces of G-ermanie, Spain, 
to me. He says that “ Argyle’s ambitious Holland, &c., against the growth of the 
grasping at the mastery of the Highlands French.” 
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studied the history of that contest to douht that, if Argyle 
had snppoi'ted the cause of monarchy, his neighbours would 
have declared against it. Grave writers tell of the victory 
gained at Inverlochy by the royalists over the rebels. But 
the peasants who dwell near the spot speak more accurately. 
They talk of the great battle won there by the Macdonalds 
over the Campbells. 

The feelings which had produced the coalition against the 
Marquess of Argyle retained their force long after his death. 
His son, Earl j^jrchibald, though a man of many eminent 
virtues, inherited, with the ascendency of his ancestors, the 
unpopularity which such ascendency could scarcely fail to 
produce. In 1675, several warlike tribes formed a confede- 
racy against him, but were compelled to submit to the 
superior force which was at his command. There was there- 
fore great joy from sea to sea when, in 1681, he was ar- 
raigned on a futile charge, coidemned to death, driven into 
exile, and deprived of his dignities : there was great alarm 
when, in 1685, he returned from banishment, and sent forth 
the fiery cross to summon his kinsmen to his standard ; and 
there was again great joy when his enterprise had failed, 
when his army had melted away, when his head had been 
fixed on the Tolbooth of Edinburgh, and when those chiefs 
who had regarded him as an oppressor had obtained from 
the Crown, on easy terms, remissions of old debts and grants 
of new titles. While England and Scotland generally were 
execrating the tyranny of James, he was honoured as a de- 
liverer in Appin and Lochaber, in Glenroy and Glenmore.* 
The hatred excited by the power and ambition of the House 
of Argyle was not satisfied even when the head of that House 
had perished, when his children were fugitives, when 
strangers garrisoned the castle of Inverary, and when the 
whole shore of Loch Eyne had been laid waste by fire and 
sword. It was said that the terrible precedent which had 
been set in the case of the Macgregors ought to he followed, 
and that it ought to be made a crime to bear the odious 
name of Campbell. 

On a sudden all was changed. The Eevolution came. The 
heir of Argyle returned in triumph. He was, as his prede- 

* In tlie introduction to the Memoirs King James were substantially the same 
of Sir Ewan Cameron is a very sensible as those by which the promoters of the 
remark: “It may appear paradoxical: Revolution were actuated.” The whole 
but the editor cannot help hazarding introduction, indeed, well deserves to be 
the conjecture that the motives which read, 
prompted the Highlanders to support 
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cessors had been, the head, not only of a tribe, but of a party. 
The sentence which had deprived him of his estate and of 
Ms honours was treated by the majority of the Convention 
as a nullity. The doors of the Parliament House were 
thrown open to him : he was selected from the whole body of 
Scottish nobles to adniinister the oath of office to the new 
Sovereigns; and he was authorised to raise an army on his 
domains for the service of the Crown. He would now^, 
doubtless, be as powerful as the most powerful of Ms ances- 
tors. Backed by the strength of the Government, he would 
demand all the long and heavy arrears of rent and tribute 
which were due to him from his neighbours, and would exact 
revenge for all the injuries and insults which his family had 
suffered. There was terror and agitation in the castles of 
twenty petty kings. The uneasiness was great among the 
Stewarts of Appin, whose territory was close pressed by the 
sea on one side, and by the race of Diarmid on the other. 
The Macnaghtens were still more alarmed. Once they had 
been the masters of those beautiful valleys through wMch the 
Ara and the Shira flow into Loch Pyne. But the Campbells 
had prevailed. The Macnaghtens had been reduced to sub- 
jection, and had, generation after generation, looked up with 
awe and detestation to the neighbouring Castle of Inverary, 
They had recently been promised a complete emancipation. 
A grant, by virtue of which their chief would have held his 
estate immediately from the Crown, had been prepared and 
was about to pass the seals, when the Eevolution suddenly 
extinguished a hope which amounted almost to certainty.'^ 

The Madeans remembered that, only fourteen years before, 
then lands had been invaded and the seat of their chief 
taken and garrisoned by the Campbells.f Even before 
William and Mary had been proclaimed at Edinburgh, a 
Maclean, deputed doubtless by the head of his tribe, had 
crossed the sea to Dublin, and had assured James that, if 

^ Skene^s HigManders of Scotland ; Scotch Cromweli/^ the Tile Tindictive 
Douglas’s Baronage of Scotland. persecutor,” the base traitor,” and 

t See the Memoirs of the Life of Sir ‘‘ the Argyle impostor.’^ In another 
Ewan Cameron, and the Historical and page he is the insidious Campbell, fer- 
Genealogical Account of the Clan Alac- tile in villany,” the araricious slave,” 
lean, hy a Senaehie, Though this last the coward of Argylo,” and “ the Scotch 
work was published so late as 1838, the traitor.” In the next page he is ^Hhe ^ 
writer seems to have been inflamed by base and vindictive enemy of the House 
animosity as fierce as that with which of Maclean,” “the hypocritical Cove- 
the Macleans of the seventeenth century nanter,” “ the incorrigible traitor,” “ the 
regarded the Campbells, In the short cowardly and malignant enemy.” It is a 
compass of one page the Marquess of happy thing that passions so violent can 
Argyle is designated as “ the diabolical now vent themselves only in scolding. 
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two or tliree battalions from Ireland landed in Argylesliire^ 
tliej wonld be immediately joined by four thousand four hun- 
dred claymores.* 

"" A similar spirit animated the Camerons. Their ruler. 
Sir Ewan Cameron, of Lochiel, sumamed the Black, was in 
personal qualities unrivalled among the Celtic princes. He 
■was a gracious master, a trusty ally, a terrible enemy. His 
countenance and bearing were singularly noble. Some per- 
sons who had been «at Versailles, and among them the 
shrewd and observant Simon Lord Lovat, said that there was, 
ill person and mannerj^ a most striking resemblance bet-ween 
Lewis the Eourteenth and Lochiel; and whoever compares 
the portraits of the two will perceive that there reaEy was 
some likeness. In stature the difference was great. Lewis, 
in spite of highheeled shoes and a towering wig, hardly 
reached the middle size. Lochiel was taE and strongly 
buEt. In agility and sldE at his weapons he had few equals 
among the inhabitants of the hiEs. He had repeatedly been 
victorious in single combat. He was a hunter of great fame. 

^ He made vigorons war on the wolves which, down to his 
time, preyed on the red deer of the Grampiansj and by his 
hand perished the last of the ferocious breed which is known 
to have wandered at large in our island. hTor was Lochiel 
less distinguished by inteEectual than hy bodily vigour. He 
might indeed haye seemed ignorant to educated and traveEed 
Englishmen, who had studied the classics under Busby at 
Westminster and under Aldrich at Oxford, who had learned 
something about the sciences among EeEows of the Eoyal 
Society, and something about the fine arts in the gaEeries 
. of Florence and Home. But though Lochiel had very Ettle 
laiowledge of books, he was eminently wise in council, elo- 
quent in debate, ready in devising expedients, and skEfol in 
managing the minds of men. His understanding preserved 
him from those foEies into which pride and anger frequently 
hurried his brother chieftains. Many, therefore, who re- 
garded his brother chieftains as mere barbarians, mentioned 
him with respect. Even at the Dutch Embassy in Saint 
James’s Square he was spoken of as a man of such capacity 
, and courage that it woiEd not be easy to find Ms equal. As 

^ a patron of literature, he ranks with the magnificent Dorset, 
If Dorset out of his own purse aEowed Dryden a pension 
equal to the profits of the Laureateship, Lochiel is said to 

^ Letter of Avanx to LouYois, April 1689, enclosing a paper entitled M'> 
moire du Che valitT Macklean. 
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liave bestowed on a celebrated bard^ wlio Iiad been plundered 
by marauders, and who implored alms in a patbetic Gaelic 
ode, tbree cows, and the almost incredible sum of fifteen 
pounds, sterling. In truth, the character of this great chief 
was depicted two thousand five hundred years before his 
birth, and depicted,— such is the power of genius, — in 
colours which wiU be fresh as many years after his death. 

He was the Ulysses of the Highlands."^ 

He held a large territory peopled by a race which rever- 
enced no lord, no king but himself. For that territory, how- 
ever, he owed homage to the House of Argyle ; and he was 
deeply in debt to his feudal superiors for rent. This vassalage 
he had doubtless been early taught to consider as degrading ^ 
and unjust. In his minority he had been the ward in chivahy 
of the politic Marquess, and had been educated at the Castle 
of Inverary. But at eighteen the boy broke loose from the 
authority of his guardian, and fought bravely both for 
Charles the First and for Charles the Second. He was there- 
fore considered by the English as a Cavalier, was well re- 
ceived at Whitehall after the Eestoration, and was Imiglited 
by the hand of James. The compliment, however, which 
was paid to him, on one of his appearances at the English 
Court, would not have seemed very flattering to a Saxon. 
Take care of your pockets, my lords, cried His Majesty ; 
here comes the king of the thieves.^^ The loyalty of 
Lochiel is almost proverbial : but it was very unlike what was 
called loyalty in England. In the records of the Scottish 
Parliament he was, in the days of Charles the Second, de- 
scribed as a lawless and rebellious man, who held lands 
masterfully and in high contempt of the royal authority.* 

On one occasion the Sheriff of lavernessshire was directed 
by King James to hold a court in Eochaber. Lochiel, 
jealous of this interference with his own patriarchal despot- 
ism, came to the tribunal at the head of four hundred armed 
Camerons. He affected great reverence for the royal coinmis- 


^ See the singularly interesting Me- 
moirs of Sir Ewan Cameron of Lochiel, 
printed at Edinburgh for the Abbotsford 
Club in 1842. The MS. must have been 
at least a century older. See also in the 
same volume the account of Sir Ewan’s 
death, copied from the Balhadie papers, 
I ought to say that the author of the 
Memoirs of Sir Ewan, though evidently 
well informed about the affairs of the 
Highlands and the characters of the 


most distinguished chiefs, was grossly 
ignorant of English polities and liistoiy. 
I will quote what Van Citters wrote to 
the States G-eueral about Lochiel, 

1689 : “ Sir Evan Cameron, Lord Loch- 
eale, een man, — soo ik hoor van die hem 
lange gekent en dagelyk liebben mede 
omgegaan, — van so groot verstant, cou- 
rage, en beleyt, als weyniges syns go- 
lycko syn.” 

t Act. Pari., July 5. 1661. 


WILLIAM 

sion, but be dropped three or four words wMcb were perfectly 
iiiiderstood by tbe pages and armoiirbearers who watched 
every turn of Ms eye. Is none of my lads so clever as to 
send this judge paeMng P I have seen them get up a quarrel 
when there was less need of one,” In a moment a brawl 
began in the crowd, none could say how or where. Htin- 
dreds of dirks were out : cries of Help ” and “ Murder ” 
were raised on all sides: many wounds were inflicted: two 
men were killed : the sitting broke np in tumult; and the 
terrified Sheriff was forced to put himself under the protec- 
tion of the chief, who, with a plausible show of respect and 
concern, escorted him safe home. It is amusing to think 
that the man who performed this feat is constantly extolled 
as the most faithful and dutiful of subjects by writers who 
blame Somers and Burnet as contemners of the legitimate 
authority of Sovereigns. Lochiel would undoubtedly have 
laughed the doctrine of nonresistance to scorn. But scarcely 
any chief in Invernessshire had gained more than he by the 
downfall of the House of Argyle, or had more reason than he 
to dread the restoration of that House. Scarcely any chief 
in Invernessshire, therefore, was more alarmed and disgusted 
by the proceedings of the Convention. 

But of all those HigHanders who looked on the recent turn The Mac- 
of fortune with painful apprehension the fiercest and the most 
powerful were the Macdonalds. More than one of the mag- 
nates who bore that widespread name laid claim to the honour 
of being the rightful miccessor^^o those Lords of the Isles, 
who, as late as the fifteenth century, disputed the preeminence 
of the Kings of Scotland. This genealogical controversy, 

, which has lasted down to our own time, caused much bickering 
among the competitors. But they all agreed in regretting 
the past si3lendonr of their dynasty, and in detesting the 
upstart race of Campbell. The old feud had never slumbered. 

It was still constantly repeated, in verse and prose, that the 
finest part of the domain belonging to the ancient heads of 
the Graelic nation, Islay, where they had lived with the pomp 
of royalty, Iona, where they had been interred with the pomp 
of religion, the paps of Jura, the rich peninsula of Kintyre, 
had been transferred from the legitimate possessors to the 
insatiable Mac CaUum More. Since the downfall of the House 
of Argyle, the Macdonalds, if they had not regained their 
ancient superiority, might at least boast that they had now 
no superior. Believed from the fear of their mighty enemy 
in the West, they had turned then* arms against weaker 
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CHAP, enemies in tlie East^ against tlie elan of Mackiiitosli and 
- - against tlie town of Inverness. 

Peud Tlie clan of Mackintoslij a brancli of an ancient and 

thrMae- I'^iiowned tribe wMcb took its name and badge from tbe wild 
donaiar cat of tbe forests, bad a dispute with tbe Macdonalds, wMcb 
originated, if tradition may be believed, in those dark tunes 
when tbe Danish pirates wasted tbe coasts of Scotland. In- 
Inverness, vemess was a Saxon colony among tbe Celts, a bive of traders 
and artisans in tbe midst of a population of lotmgers and 
plunderers, a sobtary outpost of civilisation in a region of 
barbarians. Tbougb tbe buildings covered but a small paH 
of tbe space over wbicb they now extend ; tbougb tbe arrival 
of a brig in tbe port was a rare event ; tbougb tbe Exchange ^ 
was tbe middle of a miry street, in wbicb stood a market cross 
mueb resembling a broken milestone ; tbougb tbe sittings of 
tbe municipal council were beld in a filtby den with a rough- 
cast wall ; tbougb tbe best bouses were such as would now 
be called hovels; tbougb tbe best roofs were of tbatcb: 
tbougb the best ceilings were of bare rafters ; though the 
best windows were, in bad weather, closed with shutters for 
want of glass; though the bumbler dwellings were mere 
heaps of turf, in which barrels with tbe bottoms knocked out" 
served tbe purpose of chimneys; yet to tbe mountaineer of 
tbe Grampians this city was as Babylon or as Tyre. bTowbere 
else bad be seen four or five hundred bouses, two churches, 
twelve maltkflns, crowded close together. ISfowbere else bad 
be been dazzled by tbe splendour of rows of booths, where 
knives, bom spoons, tin kettles, and gaudy ribands were 
exposed to sale. ITowbere else bad be been on board of one 
of those huge ships wbicb brought sugar and wine over tbe 
sea from countries far beyond tbe limits of bis geography.'^ 
It is not strange that tbe haughty and warlike Macdonalds, 
despising peaceful industry, yet envying tbe fruits of that 
industry, should have fastened a succession of quamels on the 
people of Inverness. In tbe reign of Charles tbe Second, it 
bad been apprehended that tbe town would be stormed and 
plundered by those rude neighbours. Tbe terms of peace 
wbicb they offered showed bow little they regarded tbe au- 
thority of tbe prmce and of tbe law. Their demand was that 

See Biirt’s Third and Fourth Let- oUigations to Mr. Bohert Carrnthers, 
ters. In the early editions is an en- -who kindly furnished me with much 
graving of the market cross of Inverness, curious information about Inverness, 
and of that part of the street where the and with some extracts from the munici" 
merchants congregated. pal records. 

I ought hero to acknowledge my ^ 
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a heavy tribi^ite be paid to them, that the mtuiicipal chap. 

magistrates should bind themselves by an oath to deliver up . . 

to the vengeance of the clan every bnrgher who should shed 
the blood of a Macdonald^ and that every bnrgher who shonld 
anywhere meet a person wearing the Macdonald tartan 
ghoidd groiind arms intohenof submission, hreverdid Lewis 
the roiirteenth, not even when he was encamped between 
Ftreeht and Amsterdam^ treat the States General with such 
despotic insolence.'^ By the intervention of the Privy Council 
of Scotland^ a compromise was effected : but the old animosity 
was undiminished. 

Common enmities and common apprehensions produced a Inverness 
good understanding between the town and the clan of Mack- 
iiitosh. The foe most hated and dreaded by both was Colin donaid of 
Macdonald of Keppoch, an excellent specimen of the genuine K^ppoeii. 
Highland Jacobite. Keppoch’s whole life had been passed in 
insulting and resisting the authority of the Crown, He had 
been rej)eatedly charged on his allegiance to desist from his 
lawless practices, but had treated every admonition with con- 
tempt. The government, ho'fvever, was not willing to resort 
to extremities against him 5 and he long continned to rule 
undisturbed the stormy peaks of Coryarrick, and the gigantic 
terraces which still mark the limits of what was once the Lake 
of Glenroy. He was famed for his knowledge of all the 
ravines and caverns of that dreary region ; and ,such was 
the skill with which he could track a herd of cattle to the 
most secret hidingplace that he was known by the nickname 
of Coll of the Cows.f At length his outrageous violations of 
al law compelled the Privy Council to take decided steps. 

He was proclaimed a rebel : letters of fire and sword were 
"issued against him under the seal of James ; and a few weeks 
before the Eevolntion, a body of royal troops, supported by 
the whole strength of the Mackmtoshes, marched into Kep- 
poch^s territories, Keppoch gave battle to the invaders, and 
was victorious. The King’s forces were put to flight; the. 

King’s captain was slain ; and this by a hero whose loyalty 
to the King many writers have very complacently contrasted 
with the factious turbulence of the Whigs. J 

If Keppoch had ever stood in any awe of the government, 
he was completely relieved from that feeling hy the general 

I am indebted to Mr. Camithers f Golt^s Deposition, Appendix to tlio 
for a copy of tlie demands of the Mac- Act, Pari, of July 14. 1690. 
donalds, and of the answer of the Town J See the Life of Sir Ewan Cameron. 

Council, 
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anarcliy wliicli followed tlie revolution. He wasted tlie lands 
oftte MacMntoslies, advanced to Inverness;, and tlnmtened 
tlie town witli destniction. The danger was extreme. The 
houses were surrounded only by a waH which time and wea- 
ther had so loosened that it shoot in every storm. Yet the 
inhabitants showed a bold front ; and their courage was sti- 
mulated by their preachers. Sunday the twenty-eighth of 
April was a day of alarm and confusion. The savages went 
round and round the small colony of Saxons like a troop of 
famished wolves round a sheepfold. Eeppoch threatened and 
blustered. He would come in with all his men. He would 
sack the place. The burghers meanwhile mustered in arms 
round the market cross to listen to the oratory of their minis- 
ters. The day closed withont an assault ; the Monday and . 
the Tuesday passed away in intense anxiety ; and then an 
unexpected mediator made his appearance. 

Dundee, after his flight from Edinburgh, had retired to his 
country seat in that valley through which the G-lamis descends 
to the ancient castle of Macbeth. Here he remained quiet 
during some time. He protested that he had no intention of 
opposing the new government. He declared himself i*eady to 
return to Edinburgh, if only he could he assured that he 
should be protected against lawless violence ; and he offered 
to give his word of honom*, or, if that were not sufficient, to 
give hail, that he would keep the x^eace. Some of his old sol- 
diers had accompanied him, and formed a garrison sufficient 
to protect his house against the Preshjrterians of the neigh- 
bourhood. Here he might possibly have remained unharmed 
and harmless, had not an event for which he was not answer- 
able made his enemies implacable, and made him desperate,*^^ 
An emissary of James had crossed from Ireland to Scotlaink 
with letters addressed to Dundee and Balcarras. Snspicioii 
was excited. The messenger was arrested, interrogated, and 
searched ; and the letters were found. Some of them proved 
to be from Melfort and were worthy of him. Every line indi- 
cated those qualities which had made him the abhorreiice of 
his country, and the favourite of his master. He announced 
with delight the near approach of the day of veiigGance and 
rapine, of the day when the estates of the seditious would bo 
divided among the loyal, and when many who had been gioat 
and prosperous would be exiles and beggars. The king, 
Melfort said, was determined to be severe. Experience had 
at length convinced His Majesty that mercy would be ^veak- 

^ Dalcarras's Memoirs ; History of tlio late Eevolution in Scotland. 
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uess. Even tlie Jacobites were disgusted by learning tbat a 
restoration would be immediately followed by a confiscation 
and a i>roscription, , Some of them pretended to suspect a 
^-forgery. Otbers did not hesitate to say that Melfort was a 
villain^ that he wished to min Dundee and Balcarras, and 
that, for that end, he had written these odious despatches, 
and had employed a messenger who had very dexterously 
managed to be caught. It is however quite certain that 
Melfort never disavowed these papers, and that, after they 
were published, he continued to stand as high as ever in 
the favour of James. It can therefore hai^dly be doubted that 
in those passages which shocked even the zealous supporters 
of hereditary right, the Secretary merely expressed with 
fidelity the feelings and intentions of his master.* Hamilton, 
by virtue of the powers which the Estates had, before their 
adjournment, confided to him, ordered Balearras and Dundee 
to be arrested. Balearras was taken, and was confined, first 
in his own house, and then in the Tolbooth of Edinburgh. 
But to seize Dundee was not so easy an enterprise. As soon 
as he heard that warrants were out against him, he crossed 
^ the Dee with his followers, and remained a short time in the 
wild domains of the House of Gordon. There he held some 
communication with the Macdonalds and Camerons about a 
rising. But he seems at this time to have known little and 
cared little about the Highlanders. For their national cha- 
racter he probably felt the dislike of a Saxon, for their military 
character the contempt of a professional soldier. He soon 
returned to the Lowlands, and stayed there till he learned 
that a considerable body of troops had been sent to appre- 
hend him.t He then betook himself to the hill country as 
“^his last refuge, pushed northward through Strathdon and 
Strathbogie, crossed the Spey, and, on the morning of the first 
of May, arrived with a small band of horsemen at the camp of 
Eeppoch before Inverness. . 

The new situation in which Dundee was now placed, the 
new view of society which was presented to him, naturally sug- 
gested new projects to his inventive and enterprising spirit. 


^ There is among the Nairne Papers 
in the Bodleian Library a ciirions MS. 

V entitled “Journal de ee qui s’ est passe 
en Irlande depiiis rarrivee de Sa Ma- 
jeste.” In this journal there arc notes 
and corrections in English and French; 
the English in the handwriting of James, 
the French in the handwriting of Mel- 
fort. The letters intercepted by Hamil- 


ton are mentioned, and mentioned in a 
way which plainly shows that they were 
genuine ; nor is there the least sign 
that James disapproved of them. 

t ** Hor did ever,’* says Balearras, 
addressing James, ^ “the Viscount of 
Dundee think of going to the Highlands 
without further orders from you, till a 
party was sent to apprehend Mnu’* 
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The hundreds of athletic Celts whom he saw in their national 
order of battle were evidently not allies to be despised. If he 
could form a great coalition of clans, if he , could muster under 
one banner ten or twelve thonsand of those hardy warriors, if 
he conld induce them to submit to the restraints of discipline, 
what a career might be before him ! 

A commission from King James, even when King James 
was securely seated on the throne, had never been regarded 
with much respect by CoU of the Cows. That chief, however, 
hated the’ Campbells with all the hatred of a Macdonald, and 
promptly gave in his adhesion to the cause of the House of 
Stuart. Dundee undertook to settle the dispute between 
Keppoch and Inverness. The town agreed to pay two thou- 
sand dollars, a sum which, small as it might be in the estima- 
tion of the goldsmiths of Lombard Street, probably exceeded 
any treasure that had ever been carried into the wilds of 
Coryarrick. Half the sum was raised, not without difficulty, 
by the inhabitants; and Dundee is said to have passed his 
word for the remainder.* 

He next tried to reconcile the Macdonalds with the Mack- 
intoshes, and flattered himself that the two warlike tribes, 
lately arrayed against each other, might be willing to fight 
side by side under his command. But he soon found that it 
was no light matter to take up a Highland feud. About the 
rights of the contending Kings neither clan laiew anything 
or cared anything. The conduct of both is to be ascribed to 
local passions and interests. What Argyle was to Keppoch, 
Keppoch was to the Mackintoshes. The Mackintoshes 
therefore remained neutral; and their example was followed 
by the Macphersons, another branch of the race of the wild 
cat. This was not Dundee’s only disappointment. The 
enzies, the Frasers, the Grants, the Munros, the Mackays, 
the Macleods, dwelt at a great distance from the territory of 
Mac Callum More. They had no dispute with him ; they owed 
no debt to him ; and they had no reason to dread the hicrease 
of his power. They therefore did not sympathise with his 
alarmed and exasperated neighbours, and could not be induced 
to join the confederacy against him.f Those chiefs, on the 
other hand, who lived nearer to Inverary, and to whom the 
name of Campbell had long been terrible and hateful, greetecl 

* See the narrative sent to James in These narratives do not perfectly agi’ee 
Ireland and received hy him July 7. with each other, or with the information 
1689. It is among the Naime Papers, which I obtained from Inverness, 

See also the Memoirs of -Dundee, 1714:; t Memoirs of Dundee; Tarbet to 
Memoirs of Sir Ewan Cameron; ;Bal- Mehnlle, 1st June 1689, in the Leveii 
carras’s Memoirs ; Mackay’s Membirs, and Melville Papers. 
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Dundee eagerlj/ and promised to meet Mm at tlie head of tlieir 
followers on the eigliteentli of May. During tlie fortnight 
wliieh preceded that day, he traversed Badenoch and Athol, 
and exhorted the inhabitants of those districts to rise in arms. 
He dashed into the Lowlands with Ms horsemen, surprised 
Perth, and carried off some Whig gentlenien prisoners to the 
mountains. Meanwhile the fiery crosses had been wandering 
from hamlet to hamlet over all the heaths and mountains 
thirty miles I'oimd Ben Nevis ; and when he reached the tryst- 
ing place in Lochaher he found that the gathering’* had begun. 
The head quarters were fixed close to LocMeTs house, a large 
pile built entirely of fir wood, and considered in the Highlands 
as a superb palace. Locliiel, surrounded by more than six 
hundred broadswords, was there to receive his guests. Mac- 
naghten of Macnaghten and Stewart of Appin were at the 
muster with their little clans. Macdonald of Keppoch led the 
warriors who had, a few months before, under his command, 
put to flight the ihusteteers of King James. Macdonald of 
Claiironald was of tender years : but he was brought to the 
camp by his uncle, who acted as Eegent duiing the minority. 
The youth was attended by a picked body guard composed of 
his own cousins, all comely in appearance, and good men of 
their hands . Macdonald of Glengarry, conspicuous by his dark 
brow and his lofty stature, came from that great valley where 
a chain of lakes, then unknown to fame, and scarcely set down 
in maps, is now the daily highway of steam vessels passing 
and repassing between the Atlantic and the German Ocean, 
None of the rulers of the mountains had a higher sense of his 
personal dignity, or was more frequently engaged in disputes 
with other chiefs. He generally affected in his manners aaid 
in his housekeeping a rudeness beyond that of his rude neigh- 
bours, and professed to regard the very few luxuries which 
had then found their way from the civilised parts of the world 
into the Highlands as signs of the effeminacy and degeneracy 
of the Gaelic race. But on this occasion he chose to imitate 
the splendour of Saxon warriors, and rode on horseback before 
his four hundred plaided clansmen m a steel cuirass and a coat 
eiiibroidered with gold lace. Another Macdonald, destined to 
a lamentable and horrible end, led a band of hardy freebooters 
from the dreary pass of Glencoe. Somewhat later came the 
great Hebridean potentates. Macdonald of Sleat, the most 
opulent and powerful of all the grandees who laid claim to the 
lofty title of Lord of the Isles, arrived at the head of seven 
hundred fighting men from Sky. A fleet of long boats brought 
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five Imndred Macleans from Mull under tlie command of tlieir 
cMef, Sir Jolin of Dnart. A far more formidable array bad 
in old times followed Ms forefathers to battle. But the power, 
tbongli not the spirit, of the clan had been broken by the arts 
and arms of the Gampbels. Another band of Macleans ar- 
rived -under a valiant leader, who took his title from Lochbny, 
which is, being interpreted, the Yellow Lake.* 

It does not appear that a single chief who had not some 
special canse to dread and detest the House of Argyle obeyed 
Dundee’s summons. There is indeed strong reason to believe 
that the chiefs who came would have remained quietly at home 
if the government had understood the politics of the Highlands. 
Those politics were thoroughly nnderstood by one able and ex- 
perienced statesman, sprung from the great HigMand family - " 
of Mackenzie, the Viscount Tarbet. He at this conjnncture 
pointed out to Melville by letter, and to Mackay in conversa- 
tion, both the canse and the remedy of the distempers which 
seemed likely to bring on Scotland the calamities of civil war. 
There was, Tarbet said, no general disposition to insurrection 
among the Gael. Little was to he apprehended even from those 
popish clans which were under no apprehension of being sub- 
jected to the yoke of the Campbells. It was notorious that 
the ablest and most active of the discontented chiefs troubled 
themselves not at all about the questions which were in 
dispute between the Whigs and the Tories. Lochiel in par- 
ticular, whose eminent personal qualities made him the most 
important man among the mountaineers, cared no more for 
James than for William. If the Camerons, the Macdonalds, 
and the Macleans could be convinced that, under the new 
government, their estates and their dignities would be safe, 
if Mao OaHum More would make some concessions, if Their 
Majesties would take on themselves the payment of some 
arrears of rent, Dundee might call the clans to arms t but he 
would call to little purpose. Live thousand pounds, Tarbet 

* Xarrative in the Nairne Papers ; Pxuwiee’s officers, but a stupid and 
Depositions of Colt, Osbume, Malcolm, ignorant G-rub Street garreteer. He is 
and Stewart of Ballachan in the Ap- utterly wrong both as to the place and 
pendix to the Act. Pari, of July 14. as to the time of the most important of 
1690 ; Memoirs of Sir Ewan Cameron, all the events which lie relates, the 
A few touches I have taken from an battle of Killiecrankie. He says that 
English translation of some passages in it was fought on the banks of the Tum- 
a lost epic poem written in Latin, and mell, and on the 13th of June. It was 
called the Grameis. The writer was a fought on the banks of the Garry, and 
zealous Jacobite named Phillipps. I on the 27th of July. After giving such 
have seldom made use of the Memoirs a specimen of inaccuracy as tliis, it 
of Dundee, printed in 1714, and never would be idle to point out minor 
without some misgiving. The writer blunders, 
was certainly not, as he pretends, one of ■ 
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thoTiglit, would be sufficient to quiet all tlie Celtic magnates ; cita p, 
and in truth, thougli that sum migM seem ludicrously small . , 

to tlie politicians of Westminster, though it was not larger 
than the annual gains of the Grroom of the Stole, or of the 
Paymaster of the Porces, it might well be thought immense 
by a barbarous potentate who, while he ruled, huindreds of 
square miles, and could bring hundreds of warriors into the 
field, had perhaps never had fifty guineas at once in his 
coffers.* . . ■ ■ 

Though Tarbet was considered by the Scottish ministers of 
the new Sovereigns as a very doubtful friend, Ms advice was 
not altogether neglected. It was resolved that overtures such 
as he recommended should be made to the malecontents. 

Much depended on the choice of an agent ; and unfortunately 
the choice showed how little the prejudices of the wild tribes 
of the hills were understood at Edinburgh. A Campbell was 
selected for the office of gaming over to the cause of Eing 
William men whose only quarrel to King William was that 
he countenanced the Campbells. Offers made through such a 
channel were naturally regarded as at once snares and insults. 

After this it was to no purpose that Tarbet wrote to Lochiel 
and Mackay to Glengarry. Lochiel returned no answer to 
Tarbet; and Glengarry returned to Mackay a coldly civil an- 
swer, in which the general was advised to imitate the example 
of Monk.f 

Mackay, meanwhile, wasted some weeks in marching, in Indceisiyo 
countermarching, and in indecisive skirmishing. He after- 
wards honestly admitted that the knowledge which he had Highlands, 
acquired, during thirty years of military service on the 
Continent, was, in the new situation in which he was placed, 
useless to him. It was difficult in such a country to track 
the enemy. It was impossible to drive him to bay. Pood 
for an invading army was not to be found in the wilderness 
of heath and shingle; nor could supplies for many days be 
transported far over quaking bogs and up precipitous ascents. 

The general found that he had tired his men and their homes 
almost to death, and yet had effected nothing. Highland 
auxiliaries might have been of the greatest use to him: but 
he had few such auxiliaries. The chief of tffe Grants, 

From a letter of Archibald Earl of satisfied all the claims of Mac Oallani 
Argyle to Laiiderdalej which boars date More on his neighbours, 
the 25 th of June 1G64, it appears that a f Mackay’s Memoirs; Tarbet to Mel- 
himdred thousand marks Scots, little ville, June 1. 1689, in the Loyen and 
more than five thousand pounds sterling, Melville Papers ; Durideo to Melfort. 
would, at tlmt time, have very nearly June 27, in the Nairue Papers. 
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CTTAP. indeed, who liad been persecuted % the late goven^ 

. . and had been accused of conspiring with the mifortimate 

Earl of Argyle, was zealous on the side of the Eevoliitioii. 
Two hundred Machays, animated probably by family feeling, 
came from the northern extremity of our island, where at 
midsummer there is no night, to fight under a commander of 
their own name; but in general the clans which took no 
part in the insurrection awaited the erent with cold indif- 
ference, and pleased themselyes with the hope that they 
should easily make their peace with the conquerors, and be 
permitted to assist in plundering the conquered. 

An experience of little more than a month satisfied Mackay 
that there was only one way in which the Highlands could 
be subdued. It was idle to mn after the mountaineers up 
and down their mountains. A chain of fortresses must be 
built in the most important situations, and must be well 
garrisoned. The place with which the general proposed to 
begin was Inverlochy, where the huge remains of an ancient 
castle stood and stiU stand. This post was close to an arm 
of the sea, and was in the heart of the country occupied by 
the discontented clans. A strong force stationed there, and 
supported, if necessary, by ships of war, would effectually 
overawe at once the Macdonalds, the Camerons, and the 
Macleans.'^ 

While Mackay was representing in Hs letters to the 
council at Edinburgh the necessity of adopting this plan, 
Dundee was contending with difficulties which all Ms energy 
and dexterity could not completely overcome. 

Military ' : The ' HigManders, while they continued to be a nation 
livmg under were in one sense better and 

High- in another sense worse fitted for military purposes than any ^ ' 
laudem .'other nation in 'Europe. ■■ The individual Celt w.as morally 
and physicaEy weE qualified for war, and especiaEy for war 
in so wild and rugged a country as his own. He was in- 
trepid, strong, fleet, patient of cold, of hunger, and of 
fiitigue. TTp steep crags, and over treacherous morasses, ho 
moved as easily as the French household troops paced along 
the great road from Versailles to Marli. He was accustomed 
to the use of weapons and to the sight of blood : he was a 
fencer ; he was a mai'ksman 5 and before he had ever stood ~ 
in the ranks, he was already more than half a soldier. 

As the individual Celt was easily turned into a soldier, so 
a tribe of Celts was easEy turned into a battalion of soldiers. 

* See Maekay’s Memoirs, and Ms letter to Hamilton of the Mth of June IGbO, 
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All that was that the military organisation 

should he conformed to the patriarchal organisation. The 
Chief mnst be Colonel : his imcle or his brother must be 
Major: the tacksmen, who formed what may be called the 
" peerage of the little community, must be the Captains : the 
company of each Captain must consist of those peasants 
who lived on his land, and whose names, faces, connections, 
and characters were perfectly known to him: the subaltern 
officers mnst be selected among the Duinhe Wassels, prond 
of the eagle’s feather: the henchman was an excellent 
oi’derly : the hereditary piper and his sons formed the band ; 
and the clan became at once a regiment. In such a regi- 
ment was found from the first moment that exact order and 
prompt obedience in which the strength of regular armies 
consists. Every man, from the highest to the lowest, was in 
his proper place, and knew that place perfectly. It was not 
necessary to impress by threats or by punishment on the 
newly enlisted troops the duty of regarding as their head 
him whom they had regarded as their head ever since they 
could remember anything. Every private had, from infancy, 
respected liis corporal much and his Captain more, and had 
almost adored his Colonel. There was therefore no danger 
of mntiny. There was as little danger of desertion. Indeed 
the very feelings which most powerfully impel other soldiers 
to desert kept the Highlander to his standard. If he left it, 
whither was he to go? All his kinsmen, all his friends, 
were arrayed round it. To separate himself from it was to 
separate himself for ever from his family, and to incur aU 
the misery of that very homesickness which, in regular 
armies, drives so many recruits to abscond at the risk of 
— stripes and of death. Wheii these things are fairly con- 
sidered, it will not be thought strange that the High- 
land clans should have occasionally achieved great martial 
exploits. 

But those very institutions which made a tribe of High- 
landers, all bearing the same name, and all subject to the 
same ruler, so formidable in battle, disqualified the nation 
for war on a large scale. Nothing was easier than to turn 
clans into efficient regiments ; but nothing was more difficult 
than to combine these regiments in such a manner as to 
form an efficient army, Erom the shepherds and herdsmen 
who fought in the ranks up to the chiefs, all was harmony 
and order. Every man looked up to his immediate superior j 
and all looked up to the common head. But with the chief 
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tMs cliain of subordmation ended. He inew only' bow to 
gOYern, and bad neTer learned to obey. Even to royal pro- 
clamations, even to Acts of Parliament, be was accustomed 
to yield obedience only when they were in perfect accordance 
witb bis own inclinations. It was not to be expected tbat 
be would pay to any delegated antbority a respect wbicb be 
was in tbe babit of refusing to tbe supreme antbority. He 
tbongbt bimself entitled to judge of the propriety of every 
order wbicb be received. Gf bis brother chiefs, aome were 
Ms enemies, and some bis rivals. It was hardly possible to 
beep him from affronting them, or to convince him tbat. 
they were not affronting him. All bis followers sympathised 
with all bis animosities, considered bis honour as their own, 
and were ready at bis whistle to array themselves round Miii 
in arms against tbe commander in chief. There was there- 
fore very little chance that by any contrivance any five clans 
could be induced to cooperate heartily witb one another 
during a long campaign. The best chance, however, was 
when they were led by a Saxon. It is remarkable that none 
of the great actions performed by the Highlanders duruig 
our civil wars was performed under the command of a 
Highlander. Some writers have mentioned it as a proof of 
the extraordinary genins of Montrose and Dundee that those 
captains, though not themselves of Gaelic race or speech, 
should have been able to form and direct confederacies of 
Gaelic tribes. But in truth it was precisely because Mon- 
trose and Dundee were not Highlanders that they were able 
to lead armies composed of HigHand clans. Had Montrose 
been chief of the Camerons, the Macdonalds would never 
have submitted to Ms authority. Had Dundee been cMef of 
Clanronald, he would never have been obeyed by Glengarry.. 
Haughty and punctilious men, who scarcely acknowledged 
the King to be their superior, wonld not have endured the 
superiority of a neighbour, an equal, a eompetitor. They 
could far more easily bear the preeminence of a distinguished 
stranger. Yet even to such a stranger they would allow 
only a very Kmited and a very precarious authority. To 
bring a cMef before a court martial, to shoot Mm, to casldor 
Mm, to degrade him, to reprimand him publicly was impos- 
sible. Macdonald of Keppoch or Maclean of Duart woiilil . 
have struck dead any officer who had demanded bis s^vord, 
and told bim to consider MmseLf as under iUTest ; mid 
hundreds of claymores would instantly have been drawn to 
protect the murderer* ■ AJl that was left to the coinmaiider 
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under wlioin these potentates condescended to serve was to 
argue with, them^ to supplicate them, to flatter them, to bribe 
them ; and it was only during a short time that any human 
still could preserve harmony by these means. Tor every 
chief thought himself entitled to peculiar observance ; and 
it was therefore impossible to pay marked court to any one 
without disobliging the rest. The general found himself 
merely the president of a congress of petty tings. He was 
perpetually called upon to hear and to compose disputes 
about pedigi'ees, about precedence, about the division of 
spoil. His decision, be it what it might, must offend some- 
body. At any moment he might hear that his right wing 
had fired on his centre in pursuance of some quarrel two 
hundred years old, or that a whole battalion had marched 
back to its native glen, because another battalion had been 
put in the post of honour. A Highland bard might easily 
have found in the history of the year 1689 subjects very 
similar to those with which the war of Troy furnished the 
great poets of antiquity. One day Achilles is sullen, keeps 
his tent, and announces his intention to depart with aU his 
men. The next day Ajax is storming about the camp, and 
threatening to cut the throat of Ulysses. 

Hence it was that, though the Highlanders achieved some 
great exploits in the civil wars of the seventeenth century, 
those exploits left no trace which could be discerned after 
the lapse of a few weeks. Victories of strange and almost 
portentous splendour produced all the consequences of de- 
feat-. Veteran soldiers and statesmen were bewildered by 
those sudden turns of fortune. It was incredible that 
undisciplined men should have performed such feats of arms. 
It was incredible that such feats of arms, having been per- 
formed, should be immediately followed by the triumph of 
the conquered and the submission of the conquerors. Mon- 
trose, having passed rapidly from victory to victory, was, in 
the ful career of success, suddenly abandoned by his followers. 
Local jealousies and local interests had brought his army 
together. Local jealousies and local interests dissolved it. 
The Gordons left him because they fancied that he neglected 
them for the Macdonalds. The Macdonalds left him because 
V they wanted to plunder the Campbells. The force which 
had once seemed sufficient to decide the fate of a kingdom 
melted away in a few days : and the victories of Tippermuir 
and Kilsyth were followed by the disaster of Philiphaugh. 
Dundee did not live long enough to experience a similar 
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reverse of fortune ; but there is every reason to believe ttat, 
bad bis life been prolonged one fortnight^ Ms bistory would 
have been tbe bistoiy of Montrose retold- 

Dundee made one attempt, soon after tbe gatbcring of tbe 
clans in Locbaber, to induce them to submit to tbe discipline 
of a regular army. He called a council of war to consider 
this subject. His opinion was supported by all tbe officers 
wbo bad joined bim from the low country. Distinguisbed 
among them were James Seton, Earl of Dunfermline, and 
James Galloway, Lord Dunteld. The Celtic ebiefs toob tlio 
other side. Locbiel, tbe ablest among them, -was tlieir 
spokesman, and argued tbe point with much ingenuity and 
natural eloquence. ^‘^ Our system,’’— such was tbe substance ^ 
of bis reasoning,— “ may not be tbe best: but we were bred 
to it from cbil(biood : we understand it perfectly : it is suited 
to ouriDeculiar institutions, feelings, and manners. Maldng 
war after our own fasHon, we have tbe expertness and cool- 
ness of veterans. Making war in any other way, we sbab be 
raw and awkward recruits. To turn us into soldiers like 
those of Cromwell and Ttiremie would be tbe business of 
years : and we have not even weeks to spare. We have time 
enough to unlearn our own disciplme, but not time eiiougb 
to learn yours.” Dundee, with high compliments to Locbiel, 
declared bnnself convmeed, and perhaps was convinced : for 
the reasonings of the wise old chief were by no means with- 
out weight."^ 

Yet some Celtic usages of war were such as Dundee could 
not tolerate. Cruel as be was, bis cruelty always bad a method 
and a purpose. He still hoped that be might be able to win 
some ebiefs wbo remained neutral ; and he carefully avoided 
every act which could goad them into open hostility. This ivas 
undoubtedly a policy likely to promote the interest of James ; 
but the interest of James was nothing to the wild marauders 
who used his name and rallied round Ms banner merely f vr 
tbe purpose of making profitable forays and leaking old 
grudges. Kei^pocb especially, wbo bated tbe Mackiiitoslies 
nnicb more than be loved the Stuarts, not only plundered 
tbe territory of bis enemies, but burned whatever be could 
not carry away. Dundee was moved to great wrath by the 
sight of tbe blazing dwellings. would rather,” be said,^ 
carry a musket in a respectable regiment than be captain 
of such a gang of thieves.” Punishment was of course out 
of tbe question. Indeed it may be considered as a remark- 


^ Memoirs of Sir Ewan Canieim. 


WILLIAM AHB MAHY. 

able proof of tlie general’s mflaeace tliat Coll of tlie Cows 
deigned to apologise for condnct for wliicli^ in a well 
gOYeriied armj, lie would have been shot.^ 

As the Grants were in arms for King William^ their jno- 
perty was considered as fair prize. Their territory was in- 
vaded by a party of Camerons : a skirmish took place : some 
blood was shed ; and many cattle were carried oif to Dundee’s 
campj where provisions were greatly needed. This raid pro- 
duced a quarrel;, the history of which illustrates in the most 
striking manner the character of a Highland army. Among 
those who were slain in resisting the Camerons was a Mac- 
donald of the Glengarry branchy who had long resided among 
the Grants, had become in feelings and opinions a Grant, and 
had absented himself from the muster of his tribe. Though 
he had been guilty of a high offence against the Gaelic code 
of honour and morality, his kinsmen remembered the sacred 
tie which he had forgotten. Good or bad, he was bone of 
their bone : he was flesh of their flesh ; and he should have 
been reserved for their justice. The name which he bore, 
the blood of the Lords of the Isles, should have been his pro- 
tection. Glengarry in a rage went to Dundee and demanded 
vengeance on Lochiel and the whole race of Cameron. Dun- 
dee replied that the unfortunate gentleman who had fallen 
was a traitor to the clan as weU as to the King. Was it ever 
heard of in war that the person of an enemy, a combatant in 
arms, was to be held inviolable on account of his name and 
descent? And, even if wrong had been done, how was it to 
be redressed? Half the army must slaughter the other half 
before a finger could be laid on Lochiel. Glengarry went 
away raging like a madman. Since his complaints were dis- 
regarded* by those who ought to night him, he would right 
himself : he would draw out his men, and fall sword in hand 
on the murderers of his cousin. During some time lie would 
listen to no expostulation. When he was reminded that 
Lochiel’s followers were in number nearly double of the Glen- 
garry men, matter,” he cried, one Macdonald is worth 
two Camerons.” Had Lochiel been equally irritable and 
boastful, it is probable that the Highland insurrection would 
have given little more trouble to the government, and that 
tlie rebels would have perished obscurely iuthe wilderness by 
one another’s claymores. But nature had bestowed on him 
in large measure the qualities of a statesman, though for- 
tune had hidden those qualities in an obscui*e corner of the 


* Memoirs of Sir JEwan Caineron. 
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CHAP, world. He saw that tMs was not a time for brawlings Ms 
own character for courage had long been established ; and 
his temper was under strict govemment. The fury of Glen- 
garry, not being inflamed by any fresh provocation, rapidly 
abated. Indeed there were some who suspected that he had 
never been quite so pugnacions as he had affected to be, and 
that Ms bluster was meant only to keep up his own dignity 
in the eyes of his retainers. However tMs might be, the 
quarrel was composed ; and the two chiefs met with the out- 
ward show of civility at the general^s table.^ 

Dundee Wliat Dundee saw of Ms Celtic allies must have made him 
Jamef for ^ 1^® army some troops on whose obedience 

asyisfcaiico. he could depend, and who would not, at a signal from their 
colonel, turn their arms against their general and their king. 
He accordingly, during the months of May and June, sent to 
Dublin a succession of letters earnestly imploring ‘ assistance. 
If six thousand, four thousand, three thousand, regular sol- 
diers were now sent to Lochaher, he trusted that His Majesty 
would soon hold a court in Holyrood. That such a force 
might be spared hardly admitted of a doubt. The authority 
of James was at that time acknowledged in every part of 
If eland, except on the shores of Lough Erne and behind the 
ramparts of Londonderry. He had in that kingdom an army 
of forty thousand men. An eighth part of such an army 
would scarcely be missed there, and might, united with tlie 
clans which were in insurrection, effect great things in 
Scotland. 

Dundee received such answers to his applications as en- 
couraged him to hope that a large and well appointed force 
would soon be sent from Ulster to join him. He did not wish 
to try the chance of battle before these succours Mnived.f 
Mackay, on the other hand, was weary of marcMng to and fro 
in a desert. His men were exhausted and out of heart. He 
thought it desirable that they should withdraw from the hill 
country ; and William was of the same opinion. 

Tlic war In J une therefore the civil war was, as if by concert between 

Highlands generals, comjdetely suspended. Dundee remained in 
Suspended. Lochaber, impatiently awaiting the arrival of troops and sup- 
plies from Ireland. It was impossible for him to keep his 
HigManders together in a state of inactiviiy. A vast extent 
of moor and mountain was required to furnish food for so 
many mouths. The clans therefore went back to their owii 
glens, having promised to reassemble on the Mst summoiivS. 


* Memoirs of Sir Ewan Cameron. 
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MeanwHile Mackay’s soldiers/ exhausted "by seyere exer- 
tions and privations, were taking their ease in quarters scat- 
tered over the low country from Aberdeen to Stirling. Maekay 
himself was at Edinburgh, and was urging the ministers 
there to furnish him with the means of constructing a chain 
of fortifications among the Grampians, The ministers had, it 
should seem, miscalculated their military resources. It had 
been expected that the Campbells would take the field in 
such force as would balance the whole strength of the clans 
which marched under Dundee. It had also been expected 
that the Covenanters of the West would hasten to swell the 
ranks of the army of King William. Both expectations were 
disappointed. Argyle had found his principality devastated, 
and his tribe disarmed and disorganised. A considerable 
time must elapse before his standard would be surrounded by 
an array such as his forefathers had led to battle. The Cove- 
nanters of the West were in general unwilling to enhst. 
They were assuredly not wanting in courage ; and they hated 
Dundee with deadly hatred. In their part of the country the 
memory of his cruelty was still fresh. Every village had its 
own tale of blood. The greyheaded father was missed in one 
dwelling, the hopeful stripling in another. It was remem- 
bered but too well how the dragoons had stalked into the pea- 
sant’s cottage, cursing and damning him, themselves, and 
each other at every second word, pushing from the ingle nook 
his grandmother of eighty, and thrusting their hands into 
the bosom of his daughter of sixteen; how the abjuration 
had been tendered to him ; how he had folded his arms and 
said God’s will be done ” ; how the Colonel had called for a 
file with loaded muskets ; and how in three minutes the good 
man of the house had been wallowing in a pool of blood at 
his own door. The seat of the martyr was still vacant at the 
fireside ; and every child could point out his grave still green 
amidst the heath. When the people of this region called 
their oppressor a servant of the devil, they were not speaking 
figuratively. They believed that between the bad man and 
the bad angel there was a close alliance on definite terms ; 
that Dundee had bound himself to do the work of hell on 
earth, and that, for high purposes, heU was permitted to pro- 
tect its slave till the measure of his guilt should be full. But, 
intensely as these men abhorred Dundee, most of them had 
a scruple about drawing the sword for William. A great 
meeting was held in the parish church of Douglas ; and the 
question was propounded, whether, at a time when war was 
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CHAP, in tlie land, and wlien an Irisli iiiTasion was expected, it wen^ 
not a duty to take arms, Tke debate was sliai]} and tiiniiii- 
tnons. ■ Tlie orators on one side adjured their bretlireii not to 
incur the cnrse denonnced against the inhabitants of Menjz, 
who came not to the help of the Lord against the iniglitv. 
The orators on the other side thundered against sinfol asso- 
ciations. There were malignants in Williands mmij: Machoy’s 
own orthodoxy was problematical : to take military service 
with such comrades, and under such a general, would be a sin- 
ful association. At length after much wi'angling, and amidst 
great confusion, a Tote was taken ; and the majority pro- 
nounced that to take military service would be a sinful associa- 
tion. There was however a large minority; and, from among 
the membeis of this minority, the Earl of Angus was able to 
raise a body of infantry, which is stiU, after the lapse of more 
than a hundred and sixty years, known by the name of the 
The Came- Cameronian Eegimeht. The first Lieutenant Colonel was 
r^^ent Cleland, that imi3lacable avenger of blood who had diiven 
raised, Dundee from the Convention. There was no small difficulty 
in filling the ranlcs ; for many West country Whigs, who did 
not think it absolutely sinful to enlist, stood out for terms 
subversive of all military discipline. Some would not serv(3 
under any colonel, major, captain, serjeant, or cori)oral, who 
was not ready to sign the Covenant. Others insisted that, if 
it should be found absolutely necessary to ajjpoint any officer 
who had taken the tests imposed in the late reign, he should 
at least qualify himself for command by publicly confessing 
his sin at the head of the regiment. Most of the enthusiasts 
who had proposed these conditions were induced by dexterous 
management to abate much of their demands. Yet the new 
regiment had a very peculiar character. The soldiers were all 
rigid Puritans. One of their first acts was to petition the 
Parliament that all dmiikemiess, licentiousness, and profane- 
ness might be severely punished. Their o^vn conduct niust 
have been exemplary: for the worst crime which the most 
austere bigotry could impute to them was that of huzzaing on 
the King’s birthday. It was originally intended that with 
the military organisation of the corps should be interwoven 
the organisation of a Presbyterian congregation. Each com- 
pany was to furnish an elder ; and the elders were, with the 
chaplain, to fonn an ecclesiastical court for the suppression 
of immorality and heresy. Elders, however, were not ap- 
pointed : but a noted hill preacher, Alexander Shields, was 
called to the office of chaplain. It is not easy to conceive 


77 


l^ILLIi.M AND MARY. ' ' 

that faiiaticisiii eaa be lieated to a higher temperature than 
that which is indicated by the writings of Shields, According 
to him, it should seem to be the first duty of a Chiistian ruler 
to persecute to the death eyery heterodox subject/ and the 
first duty of a Christian subject to poniard a heterodox ruler. 
Yet there was then in Scotland an enthusiasm compared with 
which the enthusiasm even of this man was lukewarm. The 
extreme Coyenanters protested against his defection as yehe- 
inently as he had protested against the Black Indulgence and 
the oath of supremacy, and pronounced every man who 
entered Angus’s regiment guilty of a wicked confederacy 
with malignant^.* 

Meanwhile Edinburgh Castle had fallen, after holding out 
more than two months. Both the defence and the attack had 
been languidly conducted. The Duke of Gordon, unwilling 
to incur the mortal hatred of those at whose mercy his^lands 
and life might soon be, did not choose to batter the city. The 
assailants, on the other hand, carried on their operations with 
so little energy and so little yigilance that a constant com- 
mimication was kept up between the Jacobites within the 
citadel and the Jacobites without. Strange stories were told 
of the polite and facetious messages which passed between 
the besieged and the besiegers. On one occasion Gordon 
sent to inform the magistrates that he was going to fire a 
salute on account of some news which he had received from 
Ireland, but that the good town need not be alarmed, for 
that his guns would not be loaded with ball. On another 
occasion, his drums beat a parleys the white flag was hung 
out : a conference took place ; and he gravely informed the 
enemy that all his cards had been thumbed to pieces, and 
begged to have a few more packs. His friends established a 
telegraph by means of which they conversed with him across 
the lines of sentinels. Eroni a window in the top story of 
one of the loftiest of those gigantic houses, a few of which 
still darken the High Street, a white cloth was hung out 
when all was well, and a black cloth when tilings went ill. If 
it was necessary to give more detailed information, a hoard 

^ See FaitliM Gontendiugs. Dis- people, as they called themselves, seem 
played, particularly the proceedings of to have been especially shocked by the 
April 29. and 30. and of May 13. and way in which the King’s birthday had 
14. 1689; the petition to Parliament been kept. "‘We hope,” they wrote, 
drawn up by the regiment, on July 18. “ ye are against observing anniversary 

IG89; the protestation of Sir Robert days as well as we, and that ye will 
Hamilton of November 6. 1089; and mourn for what ye have done.’' As to 
the admonitory Epistle to the Regiment, the opinions and temper of Alexander 
dated March" 27. 1690. The Society Shields, see his Hind Let Loose. . 


CHAP. 

XIII. 


Edinburgh 
Castle sur- 
renders. 


78 


CHAP. 

Kill. 



Session of 
Pui’lia* 
mont at 
Pldiii- 
biu'gh. 


Asceii- 
deucy of 
the Club. 


raSTGEF OF ENOLAm 

was held np inscribed with capital letters so large that they 
conldj by the help oi a telescope, be read on the ramparts of 
the castle. Agents laden with letters and fresh provisions 
managed, in various disguises and by various shifts, to cross 
the sheet of water which then lay on the norih of the fortress 
and to clamber np the precipitous ascent. The peal of a, 
musket from a particular half moon was the signal ■which 
annonnced to the friends of the House of Stuart that another 
of their emissaries had got safe ■up the rock. But at length 
the supplies -were exhausted ; and it was necessary to eapitii-- 
late. Favourable terms were readily granted : the garrison 
marched out ; and the keys were delivered up amidst the 
acclamations of a great multitude of burghers.*^ 

But the government had far more acrimonious and more 
pertinacious enemies in the Parliament House than in the 
Castle. When the Estates reassembled after their adjoium- 
ment, the crown and sceptre of Scotland were displayed with 
the wonted pomp in the haU as types of the absent sovereign. 
Hamilton rode in state from Holju-ood u^d the High Street as 
Lord High Commissioner; and Crawford took the chair as 
President. Two Acts, one turning the Convention into a 
Parliament, the other recognising William and Maiy as King 
and Queen, were rapidly passed and touched with the scex:>tre; 
and then the conflict of factions began.f 
It speedily appeared that the opposition which Montgomery 
had organised was irresistibly strong. Though made up 
of many conflicting elements, Eepublicans, Whigs, Tories, 
zealous Presbyterians, bigoted Prelatists, it acted for a time 
as one man, and drew to itself a multitude of those mean and 
timid politicians who naturally gravitate towards the stronger 
party. The friends of the government were few and dis- 
united. Hamilton brought but half a heart to the discharge 
of his duties. He had always been unstable ; and lie was 
now discontented. He held indeed the highest place to which 
a subject could aspire. But he imagined that he had only 
the show of power while others enjoyed the substance, and 
was not sorry to see those of whom he was jealous thwarted 
and annoyed. He did not absolutely betray the prince wdioni 
he represented ; but he sometimes tampered with the chiefs o£ 
the Club, and sometimes did sly ill turns to those who ■were 
joined vrith him in the service of the Crowm. 

* Siege of the Casfcle of Edinburgh, f Act. Pari, Scot., June 5., Juiii; 17. 
printed for the Hannatync Club ; Lond, 16S9. 
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His iiistTOetioiis^^d^^ Mm to give tlie royal assent to 
laws for the mitigating or removing of mimerons grievances^ 
and particnlarlj to a law restricting the power and reforming 
^ the constitution of the Committee of Articles, and to a law 
establishing the Preshyterian Church Government.* But it 
mattered not what his instructions were. The chiefs of the 
Club were bent on finding a canse of quarrel. The propo- 
sitions of the Government touching the Lords of the Articles 
were contemptuously rejected. Hamilton wrote to London 
for &esh directions ; and soon a second plan, which left little 
more than the name of the once despotic Committee, was 
sent back. Bnt the second plan, thongh such as would have 
contented judicious and temperate reformers, shared the fate 
^ of the first. Meanwhile the chiefs of the Clnb laid on the 
table a law which interdicted the King from ever employing 
in any public office any person who had ever borne any part 
in any proceeding inconsistent with the Claim of Eight, or 
who had ever obstructed or retarded any good design of the 
Estates. This law, uniting, within a very short compass, 
almost all the faults which a law can have, was well known 
to be aimed at the Lord President of the Court of Session, 
and at his son the Lord Advocate. Their prosperity and 
power made them objects of enyy to every disappointed can- 
didate for office. That they were new men, the first of their 
race who had risen to distinction, and that nevertheless they 
had, by the mere force of abiliiy, become as important in the 
state as the Duke of Hamilton or the Earl of Argyle, was a 
thought which galled the hearts of many needy and haughty 
patricians. To the Whigs of Scotland the Dalrymples were 
what Halifax and Caermarthen were to the Wliigs of Bng- 
land. Keither the exile of Sir James, nor the zeal with which 
Sir John had promoted the Eevolution, was received as an 
atonement for old delinquency. They had both served the 
bloody and idolatrous House. They had both oppressed the 
people of God. Their late repentance might perhaps give 
them a fair claim to pardon, but surely gave them no right 
to honours and rewards. 

The friends of the government in vain attempted to divert 
the attention of the Parliament from the business of perse- 
cuting the Dalrymple family to the important and pressing 
question of Church Government. They said that the old 
system had been abolished ; that no other system had been 
substituted ; that it was impossible to say what was the estab- 


^ The instructions will be found among the Somers Tracts. 
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lislied religion of the kingdom ; and that the first duty of the 
legislatnre was to put an end to an anarchy which was daily 
producing disasters and crimes. The leaders of the Club 
were not to be so drawn away from their object. It was 
moved and resolved that the consideration of ecclesiastical 
afiPairs slionld he postponed till secular affairs had been 
settled. The unjust and absurd Act of Incapacitation was 
carried hy seventy-four voices to twenty-four. Another vote 
stih more obviously aimed at the House of Stair speedily fol- 
lowed. The Parliament laid claim to a Veto on the nomi- 
nation of the Judges, and assumed the power of stopping the 
signet, in other words, of suspending the whole administra- 
tion of justice, till this claim should he allowed. It was jdaiii 
from what jjassed in debate, that thongh the chiefs of the 
Club had begun with the Court of Session, they did not mean 
to end there. The arguments used by Sir Patrick Hume 
and others led directly to the conclusion that the King ought 
not to have the appointment of any great public functionary. 
Sir Patrick indeed avowed, both in speech and in writing, Ms 
opinion that the whole patronage of the realm ought to he 
transferred from the Crown to the Estates. When the jdace 
of Treasurer, of Chancellor, of Secretary, was vacant, the 
Parliament ought to submit two or three names to His Ma- 
jesty ; and one of those names His Majesty ought to be bound 
to select.* 

All this time the Estates obstinately refused to grant any 
supply till their Acts should have been touched with the 
sceptre. The Lord High Commissioner was at length so 
much provoked hy their pervei’seness that, after long tempo- 
rising, he refased to touch even Acts which were in them- 
selves unobjectionable, and to which his instructions em- 
powered him to consent. This state of things would have 
ended in some great convulsion, if the King of Scotland had 
not been also King of a much greater and more opulent 
kingdom. Charles the First had never found any pariiainent 
at Westminster more unmanageable than William, during* 
this session, found the parliament at Edinburgh. But it "^vas 
not in the j^ower of the parliament at Edinburgh to put on 
William such a pressure as the parliament at Westminster 
had put on Charles. A refusal of supplies at Westminster 
was a serious thing, and left the Sovereign no choice except 
to yield, or to raise money by unconstitutional means. But 

^ As to Sir Patrick’s views, see his letter of the lltli of July, in the Leven 
letter of the 7tli of June, and Lockhart’s and Melville Papers. 
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a refusal of supplies at Bdinburgli reduced Mm to no siicli 
diiemiiia. The largest sum that he could hope to receive 
from Scotland in a year was less than what he received from 
England every fortnight. He had therefore only to entrench 
^ himself within the limits of Hs .undoubted prerogative, and 
‘there to remain on the defensive, till some favourable con- 
juncture should arrive.’^ 

While these things were passing in the Parliament House, 
the civil war in the Highlands, having been during a few 
weeks suspended,, broke forth again more violently than 
before. Since the splendour of the House of Argyle had 
been eclipsed, no Gaelic chief could vie in power with the 
Marquess of Athol. The district from which he took his 
^ title, and of which he might almost be called the sovereign, 
was in extent larger than an ordinary county, and was more 
fertde, more diligently cultivated, and more thickly peopled 
than the greater pa:rt of the HigHands. The men who 
followed his banner were supposed to be not less numerous 
than all the Macdonalds and Macleans united, and were, in 
strength and courage, inferior to no tribe in the mountains. 
But the clan had been made insignificant by the insig- 
nificance of the chief. The Marquess was the falsest, the 
most fickle, the most pusillanimous, of mankind. Already, 
in the short space of six months, he had been several times 
a Jacobite, and several times a Williamite. Both Jacobites 
and Wniiamites regarded Mm with contempt and distrust, 
which respect for his immense power prevented them from 
fully expressing. After repeatedly vowiag fidelity to both 
parties, and repeatedly betraying both, he began to think 
that he should best provide for his safety by abdicating the 
functions both of a peer and of a chieftain, by absenting 
himself both from the Parliament House at Edinburgh and 
from his castle in the mountains, and by quitting the country 
to which he was bound by every tie of duty and honour at 
the very crisis of her fate. While all Scotland was wait- 
ing with impatience and anxiety to see in which army his 
numerous retainers would be arrayed, he stole away to Eng- 
land, settled himself at Bath, and pretended to drink the 
waters.t His principality, left without a head, was divided 

. * My chief materials for the history not hnow^hat to do .’’—Punclee to Mel- 

V of this session have been the Acts, the fort, June 27. 1689- See Athol’s letters 
Minutes, and the Leven and Mehille to Melville of the 21st of May and the 
Papers- 6th of June, in the Leven and Melville 

t “Athol,” says Dundee contemptu- Papers, 
ously, “is gone to England, who did 
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CHAP, against itself. Tlie general leaning of tlie Athol men 
was towards Eing Janies. lor tliey had been einploj^^d 
by him, only fonr years before, as the ministers of Ms 
vengeance against the House of Argyle. They had gaiTi- 
soned Inverary : they had ravaged Lorn ; they had demo- 
lished houses, cut down fruit trees, burned fishing boats, 
broken millstones, hanged Campbells, and were therefore not 
likely to be pleased by the prospect of Mac CaUum More’s 
restoration. One word from the Marquess would have sent 
two thousand claymores to the Jacobite side. But that word he 
would not speak ^ and the consequence was, that the conduct 
of his followers was as irresolute and inconsistent as his own. 

While they were waiting for some indication of his wishes, 
they were called to arms at once by two leaders, either of 
whom might, with some show of reason, claim to he con- 
sidered as the representative of the absent chief. Lord 
Murray, the Marquess’s eldest son, who was married to a 
daughter of the Duke of Hamilton, declared for King 
William. Stewart of BaUenach, the Marquess’s confidential 
agent, declared for King James. The people knew not which 
summons to ohey. He whose authority would have been 
held in profound reverence had plighted faith to both sides, 
and had then run away for fear of being under the necessity 
of joining either ; nor was it very easy to say wliether the 
place which he had left vacant belonged to his steward or to 
his heir apparent. 

The most important military post in Athol was Blair 
Castle. The house wHch now bears that name is not dis- 
tinguished by any striking peculiarity from other country 
seats of the aristocracy. The old building was a lofty tower 
of rude architecture which commanded a vale watered by 
the Garry. The walls would have offered very little resist- 
ance to a battering train, but were quite strong enough 
to keep the herdsmen of the Grampians in awe. About 
five miles south of this stronghold, the valley of the Garry 
contracts itself into the celebrated glen of Killiecwaiikie. 
At present a highway as smooth as any road in Middlesex 
ascends gently from the low country to the siimniit of the 
defile. White villas peep from the birch forest; and, on 
a fine summer day, there is scarcely a turn of the pass at 
which may not be seen some angler casting his fly on the 
foam of the river, some artist sketching a pinnacle of rock, 
or some party of pleasure banqueting on the turf in the fret- 
work of shade and sunshine. But, in the days of Waiiain 
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peaceM and ind inbabitants of the Perthshire low- 

lands. It was deemed the most perilous of all those dark 
ravines throngh which the marauders of the hills were wont 
to sally forth. The sound, so musical to modern ears, of the 
river brawling round the mossy rocks and among the smooth 
pebbles, the masses of grey crag and dark verdure worthy of 
the pencil of Wilson, the fantastic peaks bathed, at sunrise and 
sunset, with light rich as that which glows on the canvass of 
Claude, suggested to our ancestors thoughts of murderous 
ambuscades, and of bodies stripped, gashed, and abandoned to 
the birds of prey. The only path was narrow and rugged : a 
horse could with difficulty he led up : two men could hardly 
walk abreast ; and, in some places, the way ran so close by 
the precipice that the traveller had great need of a steady 
eye and foot. Many years later, the first Duke of Athol 
constructed a road up which it was just possible to drag his 
coach. But even that road was so steep and so strait that a 
handful of resolute men might have defended it against an 
army ; nor did any Saxon consider a visit to Killiecrankie 
as a pleasure, till experience had tanght the English Govern- 
ment that the weapons by which the Celtic clans could be 
most effectually subdued were the pickaxe and the spade. 

The country which lay just above this pass was now the The wap 
theatre of a war such as the Highlands had not often wit- 
nessed. Men wearing the same tartan, and attached to the theHigL- 
same lord, were arrayed against each other. The name of 
the absent chief was used, with some show of reason, on both 
sides. Ballenach, at the head of a body of vassaJs who con- 
sidered him as the representative of the Marqness, occupied 
Blair Castle. Murray, with twelve hundred followers, ap- 
peared before the walls, and demanded to be admitted into 
the mansion of his family, the mansion which would one day 
be his own. The garrison refused to open the gates. Mes- 
sengers were sent off by the besiegers to Edinburgh, and by 
the besieged to Lochaher.f In both places the tidings pro- 
duced great agitation. Mackay and Dundee agreed in think- 
ing that the crisis required prompt and strenuous exertion. 

On the fate of Blair Castle probably depended the fate of all 
Athol. On the fate of Athol might depend the fate of Scot- 
land. Mackay hastened northward, and ordered his troops 
to assemble in the low country of Perthshire. Some of them 
were quartered at such a distance that they did not arrive in 

^ Meiiioixs of Sir Ewan Cameron. t Mackay’s Memoire, 
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CHAP. time. He soon, however, had with Mm the three Scotch 
. regiments which had served in Holland, and which bore the 
names of their colonels, Maekay himself, Balfoni’, and Eain- 
say. There was also a gallant regiment of infantry from 
England, then called Hastings's, hnt now laiowii as tlie 
thirteenth of the line. With these old troops were joined 
two regiments newly levied in the Lowlands. One of thein 
was commanded by Lord Kenmore ; the other, which liad 
been raised on the Border, and which is still styled the King’s 
Own Borderers, by Lord Leven. Two troops of horse, Lord 
Aimandale’s and Lord Belhaven’s, probably made up the 
army to the number of above three thousand men. Beliiaven 
rode at the head of his troop : but Annandale, the most fac- 
tious of all Montgomery's followers, preferred the Club and - 
the Parliament House to the field.* 

Dundee, meanwhile, had summoned all the clans wMeli 
acknowledged his commission to assemble for an expedition 
into Athol. His exertions were strenuously seconded by 
Lochiel. The fiery crosses were sent again in all haste 
through Appin and Ardnamurchan, up Glenmore, and along 
Loch Leven. But the call was so unexpected, and the time 
allowed was so short, that the muster was not a very full one^ 

The whole number of broadswords seems to have been iiiicler 
three thousand. With this foi’ce, such as it was, Dundee set 
forth. On his march he was joined by succours which had 
just arrived from Ulster. They consisted of little more than 
three hundred Irish foot, ill armed, ill clothed, and ill dis- 
ciplined. Their commander was an officer named Camiori, 
who had seen service in the Netherlands, and who might 
perhaps have acquitted himself well in a subordinate post 
and in a regular army, but who was altogether unequal to 
the part now assigned to Mm.f He had already loitered 
among the Hebrides so long that some ships wHeh had heeii 
sent with him, and which were laden with stores, had been ^ 

taken by English cruisers. He and his soldiers had with 
difficulty escaped the same fate. Incompetent as he was, he 
bore a commission wMch gave him military rank in Scotland 
next to Dundee. 

The disappointment was severe. In tiaith James would 
have done better to withhold all assistance from the High- 
landers than to mock them by sending them, instead of the 
well appointed army which they had asked and expected, a 

^ Mackay's Kemoirs. 

t Van Odyck to the Greffier of the States General, Aug. 1089, 
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s^abHe contemptiBle iii aiimbers aad appearaac^^^^ It was now 
evident that whatever was done for Ms cause in Scotland 
must be done by Scottish hands.* 

While Maekay from one side, and Dundee from the other, 
were advancing towards Blafr Castle, important events had 
taken place there. Murray’s adherents soon began to waver 
in their fidelity to him. They had an old antipathy to Whigs ; 
for they considered the name of Whig as synonymons with 
the name of Campbell. They saw arrayed against them a 
large nnmber of their kinsmen, commanded by a gentleman 
who was supposed to possess the confidence of the Marquess. 
The besieging army therefore melted rapidly away. Many re- 
turned home on the plea that, as their neighbourhood was 
about to be the seat of war, they must place their families and 
cattle in security. Others more ingenuously declared that they 
would not fight in such a quarrel.^ One large body went to a 
brook, filled their bomiets with water, drank a health to King 
James, and then dispersed Their zeal for King James, 
however, did not induce them to join the standard of his 
general. They lurked among the rocks and thickets which 
overhang the Garry, in the hope that there would soon be a 
battle, and that, whatever might be the event, there would 
be fugitives and corpses to plunder. 

Murray was in a strait. His force had dwindled to three 
or four hundred men : even in those men he could put little 
trusty and the Macdonalds and Camerons were advancing 
first. He therefore raised the siege of Blair Castle, and re- 
tired with a few followers into the defile of KiUiecrankie. 
There he was soon joined by a detachment of two hundred 
fiisileers whom Mackay had sent forward to secure the pass. 
The main body of the Lowland army speedily followed, f 

Early in the morning of Saturday the twenty-seventh of 
July, Dundee arrived at Blair Castle. There he learned that 
Maekay’s troops were already in the ravine of Killiecranlde. 
It was necessary to come to a prompt decision. A council of 
war was held. The Saxon officers were generally against 
hazarding a battle. The Celtic chiefs were of a different 
opinion. Glengarry and Lochiel were now both of a mind. 
"'Eight, my Lord,” said Lochiel with his usual energy: ""fight 
immediately : fight, if you have only one to three. Our men 
are in heai*t. Their only fear is that the enemy should escape. 
Give them their way ; and be assured that they will either 

^ Memoirs of Sir Ewcan Cameron. t Maeka/s Short Eelation, dated 

f Balcarras^s Memoirs. Atig, 17. 1689, 
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CHAP, perisli or gain a complete -nctory. But if yon restrain tliein^ 
if yon force tliem to remain on the defensive, I answer for 
nothing. 3f we do not fight^ we had- better break up ami 
retire to onr mountains.’’* ^ 

Dundee’s cotmtenance brightened. ‘"'Yon hear, gentle- 
men,” he said to his Lowland officers, yon hear the opinion 
of one who understands Highland war better than any of ns.” : 

No voice was raised on the other side. It was determined to 
fight ; and the confederated clans in high spirits set forward 
to encounter the enemy. 

The enemy meanwhile had made his way np the pass. 

The ascent had been long and toilsome: for even the foot had 
to chmh hy twos and threes 5 and the baggage horses, hvelve 
hundred in nnmber, conld monnt only one at a time. No ^ 
wheeled carriage had ever been tugged np that ardnoiis path. 

The head of the colnmn had emerged and was on the table 
land, while the rearguard was still in the plain below. At 
length the passage was effected 5 and the troops found them- 
selves in a valley of no great extent. Their right was flanked 
by a rising ground, their left by the Garry. Wearied with 
their morning’s work, they threw themselves on the grass to 
take some rest and refreshment. ^ 

Early in the afternoon they were roused by an alarm that 
the Highlanders were approaching. Eegiment after reginieiit 
started up and got into order. Li a little while the sumiBit 
of an ascent which was about a musket shot before theni ' 

was covered with bonnets and plaids. Dundee rode forward I 

for the purpose of surveying the force with which he was to 
contend, and then drew up his own men with as much skill 
as their peculiar character permitted him to exert. It was 
desirable to keep the clans distinct. Each tribe, large or 
small, formed a column separated from the next column by a 
wide interval. One of these battalions might contain seven 
hundred men, while another consisted of only a hundred and 
twenty. Lochiel had represented that it was impossible to 
mix men of different tribes without desfroying all that con- 
stituted the peculiar strength of a Highland arniy.f 
On the right, close to the Garry, were tli.o Macleans. 

Nearest to them were Camion and his Irish foot. Next 
stood the Macdonalds of Clammald, commaiided by tlie 
guardian of tlieir young ■ prince. On their left were other 
hands of Macdonalds. At the head of one large battalion 


^ Memoirs of Sir Ewan Cameron. 


t Ibid . ; Maeka/s Mfiiioirs. 
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towered tlie stately form of Glengariy^ wlio Tbore in his hand chap. 
theroyal standard ofEmg James the Seventh,* Still further . 
to the left were the cavalry, a small squadron, consisting of 
some Jacohite gentlemen who had fled from the Lowlands to 
the monntains, and of ahont forty of Dundee’s old troopers. 

The horses had been ill fed and ill tended among the Gram- 
pians, and looked miserably lean and feeble. Beyond them 
was Lochiel with his Camerons. On the extreme left, the 
men of Sky were- marshalled by Macdonald of Sleat.f 

In the Highlands, as in all conntries where war has not 
become a science, men thought it the most important duty 
of a commander to set an example of personal courage and 
of bodily exertion. Lochiel was especially renowned for his 
physical prowess. His clansmen looked big with pride when 
they related how he had himself broken hostile ranks and 
hewn down tall warriors. He probably owed quite as mnch 
of his influence to these achievement^ as to the high qualities 
which, if fortune had placed him in the Eiiglish Parliament 
or at the Prench court, would have made him one of the 
foremost men of his age. He had the sense however to per- 
ceive how erroneous was the notion which his countrymen 
had formed; He knew that to give and to take blows was 
not the business of a general. He knew with how much 
difficulty Dundee had been able to keep together, during a 
few days, an army composed of several elans f and he knew 
that what Dundee had effected with difficulty Cannon would 
not be able to effect at all. The life on which so much de- 
pended must not be sacrificed to a barbarous prejudice. 

Lochiel therefore adjured Dundee not to run into any unne- 
cessary danger, Tour Lordship’s business,” he said, ^4s 
to overlook everything, and to issue your commands. Our 
business is to execute those commands bravely and promptly.” 

Dundee answered with calm magnanimity that there was 
much weight in what his friend Sir Ewan had urged, but 
that no general could effect anything great without possessing 
the confidence of his men. I must establish my character 
for courage. Tour people expect to see their leaders in the 
thickest of the battle ; and to-day they shall see me there. I 
promise you, on my honour, that in future fights I will take 
more care of myself. 

Meanwhile a fire of musketry was kept up on both sides, 
but more skilfully and more steadily by the regular soldiers 
than by the mountaineers. The space between the armies 

t Memoiis of Sir Ewan CameroB, 
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CHAf. was one cloud of smoke. Not a few HigHanders dropped; 
. and tlie clans grew impatient. Tke stm kowever was low in 
tke west before Dundee gaye tbe order to j>repare for action. 
His men raised a great stout. The enemy, probably ex- 
tausted by tbe toil of tbe day, returned a feeble and wrayer- 
ing cbeer. We stall do it now/" said Loctiel : that is 
not tte cry of men wto are going to win."" He tad w^alked 
ttrougt aU Ms ranks, tad addressed a few words to eyeiy 
Cameron, and tad taken from eyery Cameron a promise to 
conquer or die.* 

It was past seyen o’clock. Dundee gaye tte word. Tte 
Higtlanders dropped ttefr plaids. Tte few wto were so 
luxurious as to wear rude socks of untanned Mde spumed 
ttem away. It was long remembered in Loctaber ttat 
Loctiel took off wtat probably was tte only pair of stoes in 
Ms clan, and charged barefoot at tte bead of Ms men. Tte 
whole IMe adyaneed firing. Tte enemy returned tte fire and 
did muct execution. Y^en only a small space was left 
between tte armies, tte Higtlanders suddenly flung away 
ttefr firelocks, drew ttefr broadswords, and rusted forward 
with a fearful yell. Tte Lowlanders prepared to receive tte 
stock: but this was then a long and awkward process ; and. 
tte soldiers were stOl fumbling with tte muzzles of tteir 
guns and tte handles of ttefr bayonets when the whole flood 
of Macleans, Macdonalds, and Camerons came domi. In two 
minutes tte battle was lost and won. The ranks of Balfour’s 
regiment broke. He was doyen down while struggling in 
the press. Eamsay’s men turned tteir backs and cfropped 
ttefr arms. Mackay’s own foot were swept away by tlio 
furious onset of tte Camerons. His brother and nephew 
exerted ttemselres in yain to rally tte men. Tte former was 
laid dead on tte ground by a stroke from a claymore. The 
latter, with eight wounds on Ms body, made tis way ttrougt 
tte tumult and carnage to Ms uncle’s side. Even in ttat 
extremity Mackay retained all tis sel:^ossession. He iiad 
still one tope. A charge of torse might recover the cla}* ; 
for of torse tte bravest HigManders were supxiosed to staial 
in awe. But he called on the torse in vain. Beltaveii imlecil 
behaved like a gallant gentleman; but Ms troopers, appalled l>y 
tte rout of tte infantry, gaUoped off in disorder: Ainiaiida lids 
men followed; all was over; and tte mingled toiTeiit of red- 
coats and tartans went raying down the valley to tte gorge 
of Killiecrankie. 


^ Memoirs of Sir Ewan Cameron. 


FILLIAM Am> MAM". 


89 


Maclray, accompanied by one tiTOty serYant^ spurred bravely 
throngb tbe thickest of the claymores and targets, and reached 
a point from which he had a view of the field. His whole 
^ army had disappeared, with the exception of some Borderers 
whom Leven had kej^t together, and of the English regiment, 
which had poured a murderous fire into the Celtic ranks, and 
which still kept unbroken order. All the men that could be 
collected were only a few hundreds. ^ The general made haste 
to lead them across the Garry, and, having put that river 
between them and the enemy, paused for a moment to medi- 
tate on his situation. 

He could hardly nnderstand how the conquerors conld be 
so imwise as to allow him even that moment for deliberation. 
They might -with ease have killed or taken all who were with 
him before the night closed in, Bnt the energy of the Celtic 
warriors had spent itself in one forions rash and one short 
struggle. The pass was choked by the twelve hnndred beasts 
of bnrden which carried the provisions and baggage of the 
vanquished army. Such a booty was irresistibly tempting to 
men who were impelled to war quite as much by the desire of 
^ rapine as by the desire of glory. It is probable that few even 
of the chiefs were disposed to leave so rich a prize for the 
sake of King James. Dundee himself might at that moment 
have been unable to persuade his followers to quit the heaps 
of spoil, and to complete the great work of the day ; and 
Dundee was no more. 

At the beginning of the action he had taken his place in 
front of his little band of cavalry. He bade them follow him, 
and rode forward. But it seemed to be decreed that, on that 
day, the Lowland Scotch should in both armies appear to 
^ ' disadvantage. The horse hesitated. Dundee turned round, 
stood up in his stirrups, and, waving his hat, invited them to 
come on. As he lifted Ms arm, his cuirass rose, and exposed 
the lower part of Ms left side. A musket ball struck Mm;, 
his horse sprang forward and plunged into a cloud of smoke 
and dust, which hid from both armies the fall of the victorious 
general. A person laamed Johnstone was near him, and 
caught him as he sank down from the saddle. '"How goes 
the day P said Dundee. Well for King J ames f answered 
V Johnstone : " but I am sorry for Tour Lordship.’^ "" If it is 
well for him,^’ answered the dying man, it matters the less 
for ine.’^ He never spoke again ; but when, half an hour 
later. Lord Dunfermline and some other friends caine to the 
spot, they thought that they could still discern some faint 


CHAP. 
XU I. 


Heath of 
Dundee. 


90 


CHAP. 

XIII. 


Petreat of 
Mackay. 


mmom m mBum. 

remains of life, Tlie lx>dy, wrapped in two plaids^ was canied 
to thle Castle of Blair,* 

Maekay, wlio was ignorant of Dundee’s fate^ and well 
acquainted with Dundee’s skill and activity, expected to he 
instantly and hotly pursued, and had very little expectation 
of being able to save the scanty remains of the vanquished 
army. He could not retreat by the pass: for the Highlanders 

were already there. He' therefore resolved to push across the 
mountains towards the valley of the Tay, He soon overtook 
two or three hundred of his runaways who had taken the 
same road.: Most of them- belonged to Bamsay’s regiment, 
and must have seen service. But they were imaiined ; they 
were utterly bewildered by the recent disaster; and the 
general could find among them no remains either of martial 
discipline or of martial spirit. His. situation was one which 
must have severely tried the firmest nerves. ISTight had set 
in; he was in a desert : he had no guide ; a victorious enemy 
was, in all human probability, on Ms track; and he had to 
provide for the safety of a crowd of men who had lost both 
head and heart. He had just suffered a defeat of all defeats 
the most painful and humUiating, His domestic feelings had 
keen not less severely wounded than his professional feeliiigs. 
One dear kinsman' had just been struck dead before his eyes. 
Another, bleeding from many wounds, moved feebly at his 
side. But the unfortunate general’s courage was sustained 
by a firm faith in God, and a high sense of duty to the state, 
Dx the midst of misery and disgrace, he still held his head 
nobly erect, and found fortitude, not only for Hmself, but for 
all around him. His first care was to be sure of Ms road. A 
solitary „Mght which twinkled through the darkness guided 
him to, a.smaE, hovel,. The inmates spoke no tongue but the 
Gaelic, .and were at- first scared by the appearance of uiiifoiiiis 
and arms. ■ But Mackay’s gentle manner removed their appre- 
, hension ; their - language had been familiar to Mm in child- 
.hood; and he retained enough of it to communicate mth 
hhem. By their directions, and by the help of a pocket map, 

* - As to tli6 ■ battle, see Maeka/s that it Is as impudent a htgerj as 
Memoirs, Xetters, and Short Belation ; Pingal. The author of the Memoirs of 
the Memoirs of Dundee; Memoirs of Dundee says that Lord Deven was 
Sir Ewan Ciimeron; Hisbet's and Os- seared by the sight of tin? irighlaud 
burners depositions in the Appendix to -weapons, and set the example of 'flight, 
the Act. Pari, of July 14. 1690. See This is a spiteful fulseliood. That 
also the account of the batUo in one of Leven behuTed remarkably %vell is 
Burt’s Letters. Macpherson printed a ■ proved by Maeka/s Letters, Memoire, 
letter from Dundee to James dated the and Short Belation. 
day after the battle. I need not 
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ill wMcli the routes throxigli that wild coimtry were roughly chap. 
laid down, he was able to find his way. He marched all 
night. When day broke his task was more difficult than 
^ever. Light increased the terror of his companions. Has- 
tings’s men and Leven’s men indeed still behayed themselTes 
like soldiers. But the fugitives from Eamsay’s were a mere 
rabble. They had flnng away their muskets. The broad- 
swords from which they had fled were ever in their eyes. 

Every fresh object caused a fresh panic. A company of 
herdsmen in plaids driving cattle was magnified by imagina- 
tion into a host of Celtic warriors. Some of the runaways 
left the main body and fled to the hills, where their cowardice 
met with a proper punishment. They were killed for their 
coats and shoes; and their naked carcasses were left for a 
prey to the eagles of Ben Lawers. The desertion would have 
been much greater, had not Mackay and his officers, pistol in 
hand, threatened to How out the brains of any man whom 
they caught attempting to steal off. 

At length the weary fugitives came in sight of Weem 
Castle. The proprietor of the mansion was a friend to the 
^ new government, and extended to them such hospitality as 
was ill his power. His stores of oatmeal were brought out : 
kine were slaughtered; and a rude and hasty meal was set 
before the numerous guests. Thus refreshed, they again set 
forth, and marched all day over bog, moor, and mountain. 

Thinly inhabited as the country was, they could plainly see 
that the report of their disaster had already spread far, and 
that the population was everywhere in a state of great excite- 
ment. Late at night they reached Castle Drummond, which 
was held for King William by a small garrison ; and, on the 
following day, they proceeded with less difficulty to Stirling,* 

The tidings of their defeat had outrun them. All Scotland Effect of 
was in a ferment. The disaster had indeed been great : but 
it was exaggerated by the wild hopes of one party and by the crankie. 
wild fears of the other. It was at first believed that the 
whole army of King William had perished; that Mackay 
himself had fallen ; that Dundee, at the head of a great host 
of barbarians, flushed vnth victory and impatient for spoil, 
had already descended from the hills ; that he was master of 
the whole country beyond the Forth; that Fife was up to join 
him; that in three days he would be at Stirling; that in a 
week he would be at Holyrood. Messengerswere sent to 

^ Maekay’s Memoirs j Life of Oreneral Hugk Mackay Ly J, Mackay of Kock-' 
field. 


92 


niSTOEY OF ENGLAND. 


CHAP, urge a regiment wMct lay in Noithuinberlaiicl to liasten 
XIll. across tlie border. Others carried to London earnest entreaties 

that TTis Majesty would instantly send every soldier tluit 
could be spared, nay, that he would come himself to save liis 
northern kingdom. The factions of the Parliament House, 
'The Scot- awestruck hy the common danger, forgot to wrangle. Com- 
Eam^it " tiers and malecont'ents with one voice implored the Lord 
adjoSaed. High Commissioner to close the session, and to dismiss them 
from a place where their deliberations inight soon be inter- 
rupted by the mountaineers. It was seriously considered 
whether it might not be expedient to abandon Edinburgh, to 
send the numerous state prisoners who were in the Castle 
and the Tolbooth on board of a man of war which lay off 
Leith, and to transfer the seat of government to Glasgow. 

The news of Dundee’s victory was everywhere speedily 
followed by the news of his death; and it is a strong proof 
of the extent and vigour of his faculties that his death seems 
everywhere to have been regarded as a complete set off 
against his victory. Hamilton, before he adjourned the 
Estates, informed them that he had good tidings for them, 
that Dundee was certainly dead, and that therefore the 
rebels had on the whole sustained a defeat. In several let- 
ters written at that conjuncture by able and experienced poli- 
ticians a similar opinion is expressed. The messenger who 
rode with the news of the battle to the English capital wiis 
fast followed by another who carried a des|)atch for the King, 
and, not finding His Majesty at St. James’s, galloped to 
Hampton Court Nohodj in the capital venimed to break 
the seal; but fortunately, after the letter had been closed, 
some friendly hand had hastily written on the outside a few 
words of comfort: “Dundee is killed. Mackayhas got to 
Stirling ; ” and these words seem to have quieted the minds 
of the Londoners.* 

From the pass of Killiecrankie the Highlanders had retired, 
proud of their victory, and laden with spoil, to the Castle of 
Dlair. , They boasted that the field of battle was covered with 
heaps of Saxon soldiers, and that the appearance of the 
coipses bore ample testimony to the power of a good Gaelic 
„ broadsword in a good Gaelic right hand. Heads were found 
cloven do'wn to the throat, and skulls struck clean Dff just 
above the ears. The conquerors however had bought their 

* Letter of the Extraordinarj ^ Am- of the same date from Van Odyck who 
oassadors to the Greffier of the States was at llaxiiptun Court, 

Gonoral, August IGSV; md a fetter 
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victory dear. While they were advaneing they had been CHAP, 
much galled by the musketry of the enemy : aiid^, even after ; . ; 

the decisive charge, Hastings’s Englishmen and some of 
^ Leven’s Borderers had continued to keep up a steady fire. A 
^ hundred and twenty Camerons had been slain t theloss ofthe 
Macdonalds had been still greater ; and several gentlemen of 
birth and note had fallen.*^ 

Dundee was buried in the church of Blair Athol : but no 
monument was erected over Ms grave ; and the church itself 
has long disappeared. A rude stone on the field of battle 
marks, if local tradition can be trusted, the place where he 
feU-t During the last three months of his life he had ap- 
proved himself a great warrior and politician ; and his name 
^ is therefore mentioned with respect by that large class of 
persons who think that there is no excess of wickedness for 
which courage and ability do not atone. 

It is curious that the two most remarkable battles that 
perhaps were ever gained by irregular over regular troops 
should have been fought in the same week ; the battle of 
Killiecrankie and the battle of Newton Butler. In both 
^ battles the success of the irregular troops was singularly 
rapid and complete. In both battles the panic of the regular 
troops, in spite of the conspicuous example of courage set by 
their generals, was singularly disgraceful. It ought also to be 
noted, that, of these extraordinary victories, one was gained 
by Celts over Saxons, and the other by Saxons over Celts. 

The victory of Killiecrankie indeed, though neither more 
splendid nor more important than the victory of Newton 
Butler, is far more widely renowned; and the reason is evi- 
dent. The Anglosaxon and the Celt have been reconciled in 
^ Scotland, and have never been reconciled in Ireland. In 
Scotland all the great actions of both races are thrown into 
a common stock, and are considered as making up the glory 
which belongs to the whole country. So completely has the 
old antipathy been extinguished that nothing is more usual 
than to hear a Lowlander talk with complacency and even with 
pride of the most humiliating defeat that his ancestors ever 
underwent. It would he difS.cult to name any eminent man in 
whom national feeling and clannish feeling were stronger than 
in Sir Walter Scott. Yet when Sir Walter Scott mentioned 
"^ 'Killiecrankie he seemed utterly to forget that he was a 

^ Memoirs of Sir Ewan Cameron; more than a todred and twenty years 
. Memoirs of Dundee. old. The stone was pointed out to Burt. 

t The tradition is certainly mucli 
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Saxon, tliat lie was of tlie same blood and of tlie same speecli 
witb Eamsay's foot and Annandale’s horse. His heart swelled 
with triumph when he related how Ms own Mndred had fled 
like hares before a smaller number of warriors of a different 
breed and of a different tongue. 

In Ireland the feud remains unhealed. The name of New- 
ton Butler, insultingly repeated by a minority, is hateful to 
the great majority of the population. If a monument were 
set up on the field of battle, it would probably be defaced ; if 
a festival were held in Cork or Waterford on the anniversary 
of the battle, it would probably be intemipted by violence. 
The most illustrious Irish poet of our time would have thought 
it treason to his country to sing the praises of the conquerors. 
One of the most learned and diligent Irish archmologists of 
our time has laboured, not indeed very successfully, to prove 
that the event of the day was decided by a mere accident 
from wMeh the Englishry could derive no glory. We cannot 
wonder that the victory of the Highlanders should be more 
celebrated than the victory of the Enniskilleners when we 
consider that the victory of the Highlanders is matter of 
boast to all Scotland, and that the victory of the Enniskil- 
leners is matter of shame to three fourths of Ireland. 

As far as the great interests of the state were coneemed, it 
mattered not at all whether the battle of Eillieci’ankie were 
lost or won. It is very improbable that even Dundee, if he 
had suivived the most glorious day of his life, could have sur- 
momited those difficulties which sprang from the peculiar 
nature of his army, and wMch would have increased tenfold 
as soon as the war was transferred to the Lowlands. It is 
certain that his successor was altogether unequal to the task. 
During a day or two, indeed, the new general might flatter liim- 
self that all would go well. His army was rapidly swollen to 
near double the number of claymores that Dundee had com- 
manded. The Stewarts of Appin, who, though full of zeal, had 
not been able to come up in time for the battle, were among 
the first who arrived. Several clans who had hitheri:o waiteil 
to see which side was the stronger, were now eager to descend 
on the Lowlands under the standard of King James the 
Seventh. The Grants indeed continued to bear true alle- 
giance to William and Mary ; and the Mackintoshes were 
kept neutral by unconquerable aversion to Heppoch, But 
Macphersons, Earquharsons, and Frasers came in crowds to 
the canip at Blair. The hesitation of the Athol men was at 
an end. Many of them had lurked, during the fight, among 
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tlie crags and !)ircli trees of Killiecrankie^ and^ as soon as CHAP, 
tlie event of tlie day was ^ decided, ^ emerged . from tliose 
hiding places to strip and butcher the fdgitives who tried to 
escape by the pass. The Eobertsons, a Gaelic race, though 
bearing a Saxon name, gave in at thm conjuncture their 
adhesion to the ' cause of the exiled King.: Their chief 
Alexander, who tooh his appellation from his lordship of 
Stman, was a very young man and a student at the Univer- 
sity of St. Andrew’s. He had there acquired a smattering of 
letters, and had been initiated much more deeply into Tory 
politics. He now joined the Highland army, and continued, 
through a long life, to be constant to the Jacobite caaise. 

His part, however, in public affairs was so insignificant that 
, ,his name would not now, be remembered, if . he; had not left, a, 
volume, of poems, always very stupid and often very profligate.. 

Had this book, been manufactured in Grub Street, it would, 
scarcely have been honoured with a quarter of a line in the 
Dunciad. But it attracted some notice on account of the 
situation of the writer. , For, a hundred and twenty years ago, 
an eclogue or a lampoon written by a Highland chief was a 
literary portent.*^* 

But, though the numerical strength of Cannon’s forces 
was increasing, their efficiency was diminishing. Every new 
tribe which joined the camp brought with it some new cause 
of dissension. ' In the hour of peril, the most arrogant and 
mutinous spirits will often submit to the guidance of superior 
genius. Yet, even in the hour of peril, and even to the genius 
of Dundee, the Celtic chiefs had yielded but a precarious 
and imperfect obedience. To restrain them, when intoxicated 
with success and confident of their strength, would probably 
have been too hard a task even for him, as it had been, in 
the preceding generation, too hard a task for Montrose. The 
new general did nothing but hesitate and blunder. One of 
Ids first acts was to send a large body of men, chiefly Eobert- 
sons, down into the low country for purpose of collecting 
provisions. He seems to have supposed that this detachment 
would without difficulty occupy Perth. But Mackay had al- 
ready restored order among the remains of his army : he had 
assembled round him some troops which had not shared in 
the disgrace of the late defeat ; and he was again ready for 

^ See the History prefixed to the it appears from the evidence which is in 
poems of Alexander Eolmrtsori, In this the Appendix to the Act. Pari. Scot, 
history he is represented as having joined Jnly 14. 1690, that he came in on the 
bufuro the battle of Kiiliecrankie. But following day. 
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action. Cruel as Ms sufferings had been, be bad wisely and 
magnanimously resolved-'not to pnnisb wbat was past. To 
distingnisb between degrees of guilt was not easy. To deci- 
mate tbe guilty wonld baTe been to commit a fiigMfnl mas- 
sacre. His babitnal piety too led Mm, to consider tbe nii- ^ 
exampled panic wMcb bad seized bis soldiers as a proof ratber 
of tbe divine displeasure than of tbeir cowardice. He ac- 
knowledged witb beroie bnmility tbat tbe singular firmness 
wbicb be bad bimself displayed in tbe midst of tbe confasion 
and bavoo was not Ms own, and tbat be might well, but for 
tbe snpport of a bigber power, have behaved as pnsilla- 
nimonsly as any of the wretched runaways who bad thrown 
away their weapons and implored quarter in vain from tlio 
barbarous maranders of Athol. His dependence on heaven ^ 
did not, however, prevent him from applying Mmself vigor- 
ously to the work of providing, as far as human pradenee 
conld provide, against the recurrence of such a calamity as 
tbat which he had just experienced. The immediate cause 
of the late defeat was the difficulty of fixing bayonets. TIio 
firelock of the HigMander was quite distinct from tbe wea- 
pon wbicb he used in close fight. He discharged his shot, 
threw away bis gun, and fell on with bis sword. This was r 
tbe work of a moment. It took tbe regular musketeer two 
or three minutes to alter bis missile weapon into a weapon 
with wbicb be could encounter an enemy band to band ; and 
during these two or three minutes tbe event of the battle of 
Eiliieerankie had been decided. Mackay therefore ordered 
aU his bayonets to be so formed that they might be screwed 
upon the barrel, without stopping it up, and that his inen 
might be able to receive a charge the very instant after 
firing.* ^ 

As soon as be learned that a detachment of tbe Gaelic 
army was advancing towards Perth, be hastened to meet 
‘ them at tbe bead of a body of dragoons who bad not been 
in tbe battle, and whose spirit was therefore unbroken. On 
Wednesday tbe thirty-first of July, only four days after his 
defeat, be fell in with tbe Eobei*tsons, attacked them, routeil 
them, kiUed a hundred and twenty of them, and took thirty 
prisoners, with tbe loss of only a siugle soldier. f This skir- 
mish produced an effect quite out of proportion to the number 
of the combatants or of the slain. The reputation of the 
tic arms went down almost as fast as it had risen. During 

* Mackay’s Memoira. f Ibid . ; Memoirs of Sir Ewan Cameron. 
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two or tliree days it liad Tbeen everywhere imagined that CHAP, 
those arms were invincilble. There was now a reaction. It , 
was perceived that what had happened at EilliecranMe was 
an exception to ordinary rules, and that the Highlanders were 
not, except in very peculiar circumstances, a match for good 
regular troops. 

Meanwhile the disorders of Cannon’s camp went on increas- Bisorders 
iiig. He called a council of war to consider what course it 
would he advisable to take. Bnt, as soon as the conncil had army, 
met, a preliminary question was raised. Who were entitled 
to be consulted ? The army was almost exclusively a High- 
land army. The recent victory had been won exclusively by 
Highland warriors. Great chiefs, who had brought six or 
seven hundred fighting men into the field, did not think it 
fair that they should be outvoted by gentlemen from Ireland 
and from the low country, who bore indeed King James’s 
commission, and were called Colonels and Captains, but who 
were Colonels without regiments and Captains without com- 
panies. Lochiel spoke strongly in behalf of the class to which 
he belonged : but Cannon decided that the votes of the Saxon 
‘-.i officers should be reckoned.^ 

It was next considered what was to be the plan of the 
campaign. Lochiel was for advancing, for marching towards 
Mackay wherever Maekay might be, and 'for giving battle 
* again. It can hardly be supposed that success had so turned 
the head of the wise chief of the Camerons as to make him 
insensible of the danger of the course which he recommended. 

But he probably conceived that nothing but a choice between 
dangers was left to him.^ His notion was that vigorous action 
. was necessary to the very being of a Highland army, and 
that the coalition of clans would last only while they were 
impatiently pushing forward from battlefield to battlefield. 

He was again overruled. All his hopes of success were now 
at an end. His pride was severely woxmded. He had sub- 
mitted to the ascendency of a great captain: but he cared as 
little as any Wliig for a royal commission. He had been 
willing to be the right hand of Dundee ; but he would not 
be ordered about by Cannon. He quitted the camp, and re- 
tired l-o Locliaber. He indeed directed his clan to remain. 

^ But the clan, deinived of the leader whom it adored, and 
aware that he had withdrawn himself in iH humour, was no 
longer the same terrible column which had a few days before 
kept so well the vow to perish or to conquer. Macdonald of 


VOL. HI. 


^ Hemoirs of Sir Ewan Cameron, 


98 


HISTQBY , OF ENGLAND. 


CHAP. 

XIII. 



Maekay’s 
advice dis- 
regarded 
by the 
Scotch mi- 
nisters. 


The Came- 
ronians 
stationed 
at Dim- 
keid. 


Sleatj wtose forces exceeded ■ in nninter tliGse of any other 
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Mackay’s arrangements were • by tliis,. time complete ; and 
he had little douht that, if the rebels came down to attack 
him, the regular army would retrieye the honour wliich had 
been lost ■ at Killiecrankie., His chief clitHculties arose from 
the unwise interference of the' ministers, of the^ Crown.: at 
Edinburgh with matters which ought to have been left to his 
direction. The trath seems to be that they, after the 
ordinary fashion of men who, having no military experience, 
sit in judgment on military operations, considered success as 
the only test of the ability of a commander. ’Wlioever wins ^ 
a battle is, in the estimation of such persons, a great general: 
whoever is beaten is a bad general ; and no general had ever 
been more completely beaten than Mackay. William, oii 
the other hand, continued to place entire confidence in liis 
unfortunate lieutenant. To the dispai*aging remarks of 
critics who had never seen a skirmish, Portland replied, by 
his master’s orders, that Mackay was perfectly trustworthy, 
that he was brave, that he understood war better than aiij^ ^ 
other officer in Scotland, and that it was much to be regretted 
that any prejudice should exist against so good a man and so 
good a soldier.f 

The unjust contempt with which the Scotch Privy Couii- 
cillors regarded Mackay led them into a great error which 
might well have caused a great disaster. The Cameroiiian 
regiment was sent to garrison Duiikeld. Of this arrange- 
ment Mackay altogether disapproved. He knew that at 


Dunkeld these troops would be near the enemy; that they 
would be far from all assistance ^ that they would be in an open 
town ; that they would be surrounded by a hostile population , 
that they were very imperfectly discix^lined, though doubt- 
less biwe and zealous ; that they were regarded by the w'hole 
Jacobite party thi'oughout Scotland with iieculiar malevo- 
lence ; and that in all probability some great effort vfoulcl be 
made to disgrace and destroy them.J 

The General’s opinion was disregarded; and the CJame- 
ronians occupied the post assigned to tlieni. It soon a|i- 
peared that Ms forebodings were just. The iiiliahitaiits of 
the country round Dunkeld fumislied Caiiiicm with intelli- 

* Memoh's of Sir Ewan Cinneroii. Leven and Melville Papers, 
t See Portland’s Letters to M.elvil]e + Maekay’s Memoirs; Memoirs uf >Sir 
of April 22. and May 15. 1690, in the Ewan Cameron. 
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gence, aiid nrged tim to ^ m a bold piisli. Tlie peasantry 

of Atbolj impatient for spoil, came in great nnmbers to swell 
Ms army. Tbe regiment hourly expected to be attacked, and 
' became discontented and turbxilent. The men, intrepid, in- 
deed, both from eonstitiition and from enthusiasm, but not yet 
broken to habits of military submission, expostulated with 
Cleland, who commanded them. They had, they imagined, 
been recklessly, if not perfidiously, sent to certain destruction. 
They were protected by no ramparts ; they had a yery scanty 
rtock of ammunition : they were hemmed in by enemies. An 
ofiieer might mount and gallop beyond reach of danger in an 
hour : blit the private soldier must stay and be butchered. 
^‘^STeither said Cleland, “nor any of my officers will, in 
any extremity, abandon you. Bring out my horse, all our 
horses : they shah be shot deadd^ These words produced a 
complete change of feeling. The men answered that the 
horses shonld not be shot, that they wanted no pledge from 
their brave Colonel except his word, and that they would run 
the last hazard with him. They kept their promise well. 
The Puritan blood was now thoroiigHy up ; and what that 
blood was when it was up had been proved on many fields of 
battle. 

That night the regiment passed under arms. On the 
morning of the following day, the twenty-first of August, all 
the hills round Dunkeld were alive with bonnets and plaids. 
Cannon’s army was much larger than that which Dundee had 
commanded, and was accompanied by more than a thousand 
horses laden with baggage. Both the horses and baggage 
were probably part of the booty of Killiecrankie. The whole 
^suiumber of Higiilanders was estimated by those who saw them 
lit from four to five thousand men. They came furiously on. 
The outposts of the Cameronians were speedily driven in. 
The assailamts came pouiing on every side into the streets. 
The chm'ch, however, held out obstinately. But the greater 
part of the regiment made its stand behind a wall which 
surrounded a house belonging to the Marquess of Athol. 
This wall, which had two or tlmee days before been hastily 
•repaired with timber and loose stones, the soldiers defended 
despera^tely with musket, pike, and halbert. Their bullets 
'^vvere soon spent; but some of the men were employed in 
cutting lead from the roof of the Marquess’s house and shap- 
ing it into slugs. Meanwhile all the neighbouring houses 
were crowded from top to bottom with Highlanders, who 
kept up a galling fire from the windows. Cleland, while 
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encouraging Ms men, was sliot dead. The comnmnd de- 
: Tolved on Major Henderson^ In another niinnte Henderso^^ 
feU. pierced with three mortal wounds. His place was sup- 
plied by Captain Munro, and the contest went on with ^ 
iindimmished fory. A party of the Cameronians sallied 
forth^ set fire to the houses from which the fatal shots had 
eome^ and turned the keys in the doors. In one single dwell- 
ing sixteen of the enemy were burnt aliye. Those who were 
in the fight described it as a terrible initiation for recniits. 
Half the town was blazing ; and with the incessant roar of 
the guns were mingled the piercing shrieks of wretches 
perishing in the fl.ames. The straggle lasted four hours. 
By that time the Cameronians were reduced nearly to their ^ 
last flask of powder : bnt their spirit never flagged. “ The 
enemy Will soon carry the wall. Be it so. We wiU retreat 
into the house: we will defend it to the last; and, if they 
force their way into it, we will burn it over their heads and 
onr ownJ^ But, while they were revolving these desperate 
projects, they observed that the fury of the assault slackened. 
Soon the Highlanders began to fall back ; disorder visibly 
spread among them ; and whole hands began to march ofl* . 
to the hills. It was in vain that their general ordered them 
to return to the attack. Perseverance was not one of their 
military virtues. The Cameronians meanwhile, with shouts 
of defiance, invited Amalek and Moah to come back and to try 
another chance with the chosen people. But these exhorta- 
tions had as little effect as those of Cannon. In a short time 
the whole Gaelic army was in full retreat towards Blair. 
Then the drams struck up : the victorious Puritans threw 
their caps into the air, raised, with one voice, a psalm of . 
triumph and thanksgiving, and waved their colours, colours i 
which were on that day unfurled for the first time in the face 
of an enemy, but which have since been proudly borne in 
every quarter of the world, and which are now einbellislied 
with the Sphinx and the Dragon, emblems of brave actions 
achieved in Egypt and in China."^ 

The Cameronians had good reason to be joyful and thank- 
ful ; for they had finished the war. In the rebel camp all 
was discord and dejection. The Higlilanders blamed Caniicjii : 

^ Exact Narrative of the Conflict at Actions ; Letter of Lieutenant Blaekader 
Dimkeld "between the Earl of Angus’s to his brother, dated Dimkeld, Aug. 21 . 
Eegiment and the Eebels, collected from 1689; Faithful Gontendings Displayed ; 
several Officers of that Eegiment who Minute of the Scotch Privy’ Council of 
were Actors in or Eye-witnesses of all August 28., quoted by Mr. Burton, 
that’s here narrated in Eeferfeuee to those 
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Oaimoii blamed tbe HigMaiiders; and the host which had 
beea the terror of Scotland melted fast away. The confed- 
erate chiefs signed an association by which they declared 
themselyes faithfiil subjects of King James, and bound them- 
selves to meet again at a future time. Having gone through 
this form,— for it was no more, — ^they departed, each to his 
home. Cannon and his Irishmen retired to the Isle of Mull. 
The Lowlanders who had followed Dundee to the mountains 
shifted for themselves as they best could. On the twenty- 
fouith of August, exactly four weeks after the Gaelic army 
had won the battle of Killiecrankie, that army ceased to exist. 
It ceased to exist, as the army of Montrose had, more than 
forty years earlier, ceased to exist, not in consequence of any 
great blow from without, but by a natural dissolution, the 
effect of internal malformation. All the fruits of victory were 
gathered by the vanquished. The Castle of Blair, which had 
been the immediate object of the contest, opened its gates to 
Mackay ; and a chain of military posts, extending northward 
as far as Inverness, protected the cultivators of the |)lams 
against the predatory inroads of the mountaineers. 

During the autumn the government was much more an- 
noyed by the Whigs of the low country than by the Jacobites 
of the hills. The Club, which had, in the late session of Par- 
liament, attempted to turn the kingdom into an oligarchical 
republic, and which had induced the Estates to refose supplies 
and to stop the administration of justice, continued to sit 
during the recess, and harassed the ministers of the Crown by 
systematic agitation. The organisation of this body, con- 
temptible as it may appear to the generation which has seen 
the Homan Catholic Association and the League against the 
Corn Laws, was then thought marvellous and formidable. 
The leaders of the confederacy boasted that they would force 
the King to do them right. They got up petitions and ad- 
dresses, tried to inflame the populace by means of the press 
and the pulpit, employed emissaries among the soldiers, and 
talked of blunging up a large body of Covenanters from the 
west to overawe the Privy Council. In spite of every artifice, 
however, the ferment of the public mind gradually subsided. 
The government, after some hesitation, ventured to open the 
Courts of Justice which the Estates had closed. The Lords 
of Session appointed by the King took their seats ; and Sir 
James Dalrymple presided. The Club attempted to induce 
the advocates to absent themselves from the bar, and enter- 
tained some hope that the mob would pull the judges from 
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■tlie beiiel^^ it speedily became clear tliat there waa- 

mnch^ m likely to - be a scarcity of fees than of la-^^^ws 
to take them : the common people of, Edinburgh were well ■ 
pleased to see ag*am a tribunal associated in their imagiiia- ^ 
tion with the dignity and prosperity of their city; and by 
many signs it appeared that the false and greedy ftretion 
which had commanded a majority of the legislature did not 
command a majority of the natiom* 

* The History of Scotland daring this autumn will be best studied in the LeTea 
and Melville Papers. 
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Twenty-foub lioiu's before tlie war in Scotland was bronglit 
to a close by tlie disconifitnre of the Celtic army at Dmikeld, 
tlie Parliament broke np at Westminster. Tbe Houses bad 
sate ever since January without a recess. The Commons, 
who were cooped up in a narrow space, bad suffered severely 
from beat and discomfort ; and tbe health of many members 
bad given way. Tbe fruit, however, bad not been propor- 
tioned to the toil. Tbe last three months of tbe session bad 
been almost entirely wasted hi disputes, which have left no 
trace in the Statute Book. The progress of salutary laws 
bad been impeded, sometimes by bickerings between the 
Whigs and the Tories, and sometimes by bickerings between 
the Lords and the Commons. 

The Eevolution bad scarcely been accomplished when it 
appeared that the supporters of the Exclusion Bill bad not 
forgotten what they had suffered during the ascendency of 
their enemies, and were hent on obtaining both reparation 
and revenge. Even before the throne was filled, the Lords 
appointed a committee to examine into the truth of the 
frightful stories which had been circulated concerning the 
death of Essex. The Committee, which consisted of zealous 
Whigs, continued its inquiries till all reasonable men were 
convinced thaf he had fallen by his own hand, and till his 
wife, his brother, and his most intimate friends were desirous 
that the investigation should be eanied no foi’ther.* Atoiie- 
iiient was made, without any opposition on the part of the 
Tories, to the memory and the feimilies of some victims, who 
were themselves beyond the reach of human power. Soon 
after the Convention had been turned into a Parliament, a 
bill for reversing the attainder of Lord Russell was presented 
to the Peers, was speedily passed. -hy them, was sent down tc 

* See tlie Lords’ Journals of Feb. o. 1690; and the London Gazettes of July 
and of many suhsequent clirys ; tSl. and August 4. and 7. 1690, in wliieli 
JU’iuldon’s pampliiet, enrit-lcd the Eaii ob Lady Essex and Burnet pxihliely cuiitra- 
Kssex^s Memory and Hoiiour Vindioated, dieted Braddon, 
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tlie Lower House, and was welcomed tliere with no coiii- 
. mon signs of emotion. Many of the members had sate in 
that very chamber with Bussell. He had long exercised 
there an influence resembling the iofluence which, within the 
memory of this generation, belonged to the upright and bene- 
volent Althorpe; an influence derived, not from superior 
skill in debate or in declamation, but from spotless integrity, 
from plain good sense, and from that frankness, that simpli- 
city, that good nature, which are singularly graceful and win- 
ning in a man raised by birth and fortune high above his fel- 
lows. By the Whigs Bussell had been honoured as a chief; 
and his political adversaries had admitted that, when he was 
not misled by associates less respectable and more artful than 
himself, he was as honest and tmdhearted a gentleman as 
any in England. The manly firmness and Christian meek- 
ness with which he had met death, the desolation of his noble 
honse, the misery of the bereaved father, the blighted pros- 
pects of the orphan children*, above all, the union of womanly 
tenderness and angelic patience in her who had been dearest 
to the brave sufferer, who had sate, with the pen in her hand, 
by his side at the bar, who had cheered the gloom of his cell, 
and who, on his last day, had shared with him the memorials 
of the great sacrifice, had softened the hearts of many who 
were little in the habit of pitying an opponent. That Russell 
had many good qualities, that he had meant well, that he 
had been hardly used, was now admitted even by eourily law- 
yers who had assisted in shedding his blood, and by courtly 
divines who had done their worst to blacken his rexvatation. 
When, therefore, the parchment which annulled Ms sentence 
was laid on the table of that assembly in wMch, eight years 
before, his face and his voice had been so well known, the 
excitement was great. One old Whig member tried to speak, 
blit wag overcome by his feelings. cannot,’’ lie faltered 
out, ^^name my Lord Bussell without disorder. It is enough 
to name him. T am not able to say more.” Many eyes were 
directed towards that part of the house where Finch sote. 
The highly honourable manner in which he had quitted a 
lucrative office, as soon as lie had found that he could not ke(.q,> it 

^ rilietlier tlie attainder of Lord these opinions is signed by Pcml serf on, 
Eussell would, if nnrerersed, have pre- who had presided at the trial. This eir- 
vented his son from succeeding to the curastance seems to prove that the faiiiilv 
earldom of Bedford, is a difficult ques- did not impute to him any injustice ur 
tion. The old Earl collected the opinions cruelty; and in truth he had ’behaved as 
of the greatest lawyers of the age, which well as any judge, before the Revolutiou, 
may still be seen among the archives at ever behaved on a similar occasion. 
Woburn. It is remarkable that one of 
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without sTipportiiig tiie dispensing power, and tlie conspicnons CHAP, 
part wHcii lie tad borne in tte defence of tte Bistops, tad 
done mnct to atone for tis faults. Tet, on ttis day, it could 
not be forgotten ttat te tad stretnonsly exerted timself, as 
coniisel for the Crown, to obtain that judgment which was 
now to be solemnly revoked. He rose, and attempted to de- 
fend his condnct: but neither his legal acuteness, nor that 
fluent and sonorous elocution which was in his family a here- 
ditary gift, and of which none of his family had a larger 
share than himself, availed him on this occasion. The House 
was in no humour to hear him, and repeatedly interrupted 
him by cries of “ Order.’’ He had been treated, he was told, 
with great indulgence. Ho accusation had been brought 
against him. Why then should he, under pretence of vindi- 
cating himself, attempt to throw dishonourable imputations 
on an illustrious name, and to apologise for a judicial murder P 
He was forced to sit down, after declaring that he meant 
only to clear himself from the charge of having exceeded the 
limits of his professional duty, that he disclaimed all inten- 
tion of attacking the memory of Lord Russell, and that he 
should sincerely rejoice at the reversing of the attainder. 

Before the House rose the bill was read a second time, and 
would have been instantly read a third time and passed, 
had not some additions and omissions been proposed, which 
would, it was thought, make the reparation more com- 
plete. The amendments were prepared with great expedi- 
tion : the Lords agreed to them ; and the Eing gladly gave 
his assent.* 

This bill was soon followed by three other bills which an- other 
nulled three wicked and infamous judgments, the judgment attainderg 
against Sidney, the judgment against Cornish, and the judg- ‘ 

nient against Alice Lisle. t 

Some living Whigs obtained without difGlculty redress for 
injuries which they had suffered in the late reign. The sen- 
tence of Samuel J ohnson was taken into consideration by the Case of 
House of Commons. It was resolved that the scourging 
which he had undergone was cruel, and that his degi’adation 
was of no legal effect. The latter proposition admitted of 
no dispute •. for he had been degraded by the prelates who 
had been appointed to govern the diocese of London dui'iiig 

^ Grey’s Debates, March 168|. titles therefore are printed in the Statute 

t The Acts which rerersed the attain- Hook : hnt the Acts wall, he found in 
fh*rs of Rnssell, Sidney, Cornish, and Howell’s Collection of State Trials. 

Alice Lisle w^ero private Acts. Only the 
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Comptoii’s suspeasioTi,;' 'Comptoii had been siispeiicleci bj a 
decree of the High Commission 5 and the^ decrees of the High 
Conmiission, were- nniversally acknowledged to be jiiillities* 
Johnson had therefore been stripped of : his robe by persons 
who.had no jurisdiction over him. The Commons requested 
the King to compensate the sufferer by some ecclesiastical 
preferment.’^ 'William, howeyer, fomid that he could not, 
without great inconvenience, grant this request. For John- 
son, though hrave, honest, and religions, had always been 
rash, mntinons, and quarrelsome ; and, since he had endured 
for his opinions a martyrdom more terrible • than death, the 
infirmities of his temper and miderstanding had increased to 
sncli a degree that he was as offensive to Low Churchmen as 
to High Churchmen. Like too many other men, who are not 
to be turned from the path of right by pleasure, by lucre, or by 
danger, lie mistook the impnlses of Ms pride and resentment 
for the monitions of conscience, and deceived himself into a 
belief that, in treating friends and foes with indiscriminate 
insolence and asperity, he was merely showing his Christian 
faithfulness and com^age. Burnet, by exhorting him to 
patience and forgiveness of injuries, made him a mortal 
enemy. Tell his Lordship,’^ said the inflexible priest, to 
mind his own business, and to let me look after niine.^^t It 
soon began to be whispered that Johnson was mad. He ac- 
cused Burnet of being the author of the report, and avenged 
himself by writing libels so violent that they strongly con- 
firmed the imputation which they were meant to refute. The 
King thought it better to give out of his own revenue a liberal 
compensation for the wrongs which the Commons had brought 
to his notice than to place an eccentric and irritable man in 
a situation of dignity and public trust. Johnson was grati- 
fied with a present of a thousand pounds, and a pension of 
three hundred a year for two lives. His son was also pro- 
vided for in the public service. { 

While the Commons were considering the case of Johnson, 
the Lords were scratinising with severity the proeeeclin.g>> 
which had, in the late reign, been instituted against} one ol* 
their own order, the Earl of Bevoiishire. The judges ivlio 
had passed sentence on him were strictly interrogated 5 and a 
resolution was jiassed declaring that in his case the privileges 

^ Commons’ Jourmils, June 24. 1689, Letter, 1094. 

t Joliuson tells this story Mmself in } Some Memorials of flie Uevr-rm*! 
Iris strano’e pamphlet entitled, Notes Sinniiel Johnson, prefix.,. 1 to ihe folio 
npon the PhoDnix Hditiun of the Pastoral Cflition of his morhs, 1 ; 
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of tte , peerage : had "beeii infringed^ and that the Court of 
King^s Benchj in punishing a hasty How by a fine of thirty 
thousand pounds^ had violated common justice and the Great 
Charter.* 

In the cases which have been mentioned, all parties seem to 
have agreed in thinking that some public reparation was due. 
But the fiercest passions both of Whigs and Tories were soon 
roused by the noisy claims , of a wretch whose sufferings, 
great as they might seem, had been trifling when compared 
with his crimes* Oates had come back, like a ghost from the 
place of punishment, to haunt the spots which had been 
polluted by his guilt. The three years and a half which fol- 
lowed his scourging he had passed in one of the cells of ISTew- 
gate, except when on certain days, the anniversaries of his per- 
juries, he had been brought forth and set on the pillory. He 
was still, however, regarded by many fanatics as a mart}?!’ ; 
and it was said that they were able so far to corrupt his 
keepers that, in spite of positive orders from the government, 
his sufferings were mitigated by many indulgences. While 
offenders, who, compared with him, were innocent, grew lean 
on the prison allowance, his cheer was mended hy turkeys and 
. chines, capons and sucking pigs, venison pasties and hampers 
of claret, the offerings of zealous Protestants. t When James 
had fled from Whitehall, and when London was in confusion, 
it was moved, in the Council of Lords which had provi- 
sionally assumed the direction of affairs, that Oates should be 
set at liberty. The motion was rejected J : but the gaolers, 
not knowing whom to obey in that time of anarchy, and de- 
siring to conciliate a man who had once been, and might 
perhaps again be, a terrible enemy, allowed their prisoner to 
go freely about the tovm.§ His uneven legs and his hideous 
face, made more hideous by the shearing which his ears had 
undergone, were now again seen every day in Westminster 
Hall and the Court of Bequests. j| He fastened himself on his 
old patrons, and, in that drawl which he affected as a mark 
of gentility^ gave them the history - of his wongs and of his 
hopes. It was impossible, he .said, that now, when the good 

^ Lords’ Joixriials, May 15* 1680. 

t Nortli’s Exame-n, 224. North’s evi- 
dence is confirmed by several contem- 
porary s(juibs in prose and verse. See 
also the ehc^v ^poroXolyov^ 1697. 

^ Halifax MS. in the Eritish Mnseum. 

§ Epistle Dedicatory to Oates’s 

0!x(nXLitr). 

|j 111 a ballad of the time are the fol- 


lowing lines : 

“ Come listen, ye 'Wliigs, to my pitiful moan, 
All yon that have ears, when the Doctor has 
none.” 

These lines must have been in Mason’s 
head when he wrote the couplet — ■ 

“Witness, j-e Hills, ye Johnsons, Scots, Sliob- 
beares; 

Hark to niy call : for some of yon have eruv;.” 
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cause was triumpliant, the discoyerer of tlie plot could be 
oyerlooked, Cbarles gaye me nine hundred pounds a year* 
Sure William will give me more/’*^ 

In a few weeks he brought his sentence before the House of 
lords by a writ of error. This is a species of appeal which 
raises no question of fact. The Lords, while sitting judi- 
cially on the writ of error, were not competent to exainine 
whether the verdict which pronounced Oates guilty was or 
was not according to the evidence. All that they had to con- 
sider was whether, the verdict being supposed to be according 
to the evidence, the judgment was legal. But it would have 
been difficult even for a tribunal composed of veteran magis- 
trates, and was almost impossible for an assembly of noble- 
men who were aU strongly Massed on one side or on the other, 
and among whom there was at that time not a single person 
whose mind had been disciplined by the study of jurispru- 
dence, to loot steadily at the mere point of law, abstracted 
from the special circumstances of the case. In the view of 
one party, a party which even among the Whig peers was 
probably a small minority, the appellant was a man who had 
rendered inestimable services to the cause of liberty and re- 
ligion, and who had been requited by long confinement, by 
degrading exposure, and by torture not to be thought of 
without a shudder* The majority of the House more justly 
regarded him as the falsest, the most malignant, and the 
most impudent being that had ever disgraced the human 
form. The sight of that brazen forehead, the accents of that 
lying tongue, deprived them of all mastery over themselves. 
Many of them doubtless remembered with shame and remorse 
that they had been his dupes, and that, on the very last occa- 
sion on which he had stood before them, he had by peijiuj 
induced them to shed the blood of one of their o-wn illustrious 
order. It was not to be expected that a crowd of gentieniei] 
under the influence of feelings like these would act with the 
cold impartiality of a court of justice. Before they came to 
any decision on the legal question which Titus had broiiglit 
before them, they picked a succession of quarrels mtli Irim. 
He had published a paper magnifying his merits and liis suf- 
ferings. The Lords found out some pretence for calling this 
publication a breach of privilege, and sent him to the Mar- 
shalsea. He petitioned to he released : but an objection was 

North’s Examen, 224. 254. North petition which Oatrs acldrcssc-J to tin- 
Sfiys “ six hundred a yea.rJ' Bnt I have Oonimoiis, July 25. 1C8D. Svo the Juiir- 
taken the larger sum from the impudent nals. 
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raised to Ms petition. He tad described Mmself as a Doctor chap. 

of Divinity ^ and tteir lordsMps refused to acknowledge Hm ^ 

as sucM He was brougkt to tteir bar^ and asked wbere be 
bad graduated. He answered, At tbe university of Sala- 
manca.^^ Tbis was no new instance of bis mendacity and 
effrontery. His Salamanca degree bad been, during many 
years, a favourite tbeme of all tbe Tory satirists from Dryden 
downwards ; and even on tbe Continent tbe Salamanca Doc- 
tor was a nickname in ordinary use.* The Lords, in tbeir 
hatred of Oates, so far forgot tbeir own dignity as to treat 
tbis ridiculous matter seriously. They ordered bim to efface 
from Ms petition tbe words Doctor of DiviMty.*^ He replied 
tbat be could not in conscience do it; and be was accord- 
ingly sent back to gaoLf 

Tbese preliminary proceedings indicated, not obscurely, 
wbat tbe fate of tbe writ of error would be. Tbe counsel for 
Oates bad been beard. Ho coxmsel appeared against Mm. 

Tbe Judges were required to give tbeir opinions. Hnie of 
tbem were in attendance ; and among tbe nine were tbe 
Chiefs of tbe three Courts of Common Law. Tbe unanimous 
answer of tbese grave, learned, and upright magistrates was 
that tbe Court of King’s Bench was not competent to de- 
grade a priest from bis sacred oflBce, or to pass a sentence of 
perpetual imprisonment 5 and tbat therefore tbe judgment 
against Oates was contrary to law, and ought to be reversed. 

The Lords should undoubtedly have considered themselves as 
bound by this opinion. That they knew Oates to be tlie 
worst of men was nothing to tbe purpose. To tbem, sittmg 
as a court of justice, be ought to have been merely a John 
of Styles, or a John of Hokes. But tbeir indignation was 
violently excited. Tbeir habits were not those which fit men 
for tbe discharge of judicial duties. Tbe debate turned 
almost entirely on matters to which no allusion ought to have 
been made. Hot a single peer ventured to aflBrm tbat tbe 
judgment was legal : bnt much was said about tbe odious 
cbaraeter of tbe appellant, about the impudent accusation 
wMcb be bad brought against Catharine of Braganza, and 
about tlie evil consequences which might follow if so bad a 
man were capable of being a witness, i There is only one 
way,” said the Lord President, in which I can consent to 
reverse the fellow’s sentence. He has been whipped from 
Aldgate to Tyburn. He ought to be whipped from Tybnna 

* Van Cittters, ill his despatches to quite gravely, 
the States General, uses this nickname f Lords’ Journals, May 30, 
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: baek . to.. Alclgate.’' The question was put. Tweiity-thret; 
peers Toted for reversing the judgment ; thirty-five for affirni- 
ing'it.* 

: 'This decision produced a great sensation, and not without 
reason. : A question was now raised which might justly excite 
the. anxiety of every man in the kingdom. That question was 
whether the highest tribunal, the tribunal on which, in the 
last resort, 'depended the most precious interests of every 
English subject, was at liberty to decide judicial questions on 
other than judicial grounds, and to withhold from a suitor 
what was aclinitted to be his legal right, on accoiuit of the 
depravity of Ms moral character. That the supreme Court of 
Appeal ought not to be suffered to exercise arbitrary power 
under the forms of' ordinary justice, was strongly felt by the 
ablest, men in the House of Commons, and by none more 
strongly than by Somers. With him, and with those who 
reasoned like him, were, on this occasion, allied all the w^eak 
and hotheaded zealots who still regarded Oates as a public 
benefactor, and who imagined that to question the existence 
of the Popish plot was to question the truth of the Protestant 
religion; On the very morning after the decision of the Peers 
had been pronounced, keen reflections were thrown, in the 
House of Commons, on the justice of their lordships. Three 
days later, the subject was brought forward bj?- a Whig Privy 
Councillor, Sir Eobert Howard, member for Castle Eising. 
He was one of. the Berkshire branch of his noble family, a 
branch which enjoyed, in that age, the mien viable distiiiction 
of being' wonderfiilly fertile of bad rhymers. The poetry of 
the Berkshire .Howards was the jest of three generations of 
/satiiistsv The mi^ began with the first representation of 
the, Eehearsal, and continued down to the last edition of the 
Dimciad.t But. Sir Eobert, in spite of his bad verses, and of 
some foibles and vanities wMch had caused Min to be brought 
on the stage under the name of Sir Positive Atall, had in Par- 
liament the weight wMch a stanch party man, of ample 
fortmie, of illustrious name, of ready utterance, and of reso- 
lute spirit, can scarcely fail to possess. J When he rose to call 

^ Lords’ Journals, May 31 . 1G89; Pope’s liigliborn Howard was Iv.lward 
Commons’ Journals, Aug. 2.; North’s Howard, the aurliui* of tlie Dritlsli 
Examen, 234. ; Liittrell’s Diary. Princes. Dorset ridienled Edwjud 

t Sir Robert was the original hero of Howard’s poetry in a slioit satire, in 
the Rehearsal, and was called Bilboa. whiehthoiiglitand wit are pnekesi ns close 
In the remodelled Diinciad,. Pope in- as in the finest passngcs of Hudiliras. 
sorted tlie lines — | Key to the Rehearsal; Shad well’s 

“ And liigliborn Howard, more majestic sire, Sullen LuTers ; Pepys, Jlay 5. 8. 1088; 

Vlth Fool oi' Quality completu tlic qrdro.’^ EvelyHj Feb. IG. IG&p 
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'ffie '.attention:, of tlie Coimnons.to the ease of Oates, 'some 
Tories, animated bj the same passions which had prevailed 
in the other House, received him with loud hisses. In spite 
’ of this : most nnparliainentary insult, he persevered 5 and it 
soon appeared that the majority was with him. Some orators 
extolled the patriotism and courage of Oates : others dwelt 
mncli on a .prevailing rumour, that the solicitors wdio were 
employed against ■ him on behalf of the Crown had distributed 
large sums of money among the jurymen. These were, topics 
on which there was much difference of opinion. But that .the 
sentence was illegal was a |)roposition which admitted of no 
dispute. . The most eminent lawyers in the House of ,Com- 
iiions cleclarech that, on this point, they entirely concurred in 
the opinion given by the Judges in the House of Lords. 
Those who had hissed when the subject was introduced were 
so effectually cowed that they did not venture to demand a 
division; and a MU annulling the sentence was brought in, 
without any opposition.’^ 

The Lords were in an embarrassing situation. To retract 
was not pleasant. To engage in a contest with the Lower 
House, on a question on which that House was clearly in the 
right, and was backed at once by the opinions of the sages of 
the law, and by the passions of the populace, might be dan- 
gerous. It was thought expedient to take a middle course. 
An address was presented to the King, requesting him to 
pardon Oates.f But this concession only made bad worse. 
Titus had, like every other human being, a right to justice : 
but he was not a proper object of mercy. If the judgment 
against him was illegal, it ought to have been reversed. If it 
^ was legal, there was no gromid for remitting any portion of 
it. The Commons, very properly, persisted, passed their bill, 
and sent it up to the Peers. Of this bill the only objection- 
able part was the preamble, which asserted, not only that the 
judgment was illegal, a proposition which appeared on the 
face of the record to be true, but also that the verdict was 
corrupt, a proposition which, whether true or false, was cer- 
tainly not proved. 

The Lords were in a great strait. they 

were in the wrong. Yet they were determined not to proclaim, 
in their legislative capacity, that they had, in their judicial 
capacity, been guilty of injustice... -They again tried a middle 
course. The preamble was solte.ned down, : ' a clause was . added ' 

Grej’s Debates and Commons’ Journals, Jiine 4. and 11. 1689. 
t Loi’ds’ Journals, June 6 . 168-9. 
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CHAP, wliicli provided tliat Oates should still remaiu iueapaHe of 
being a witness ; and the hill thus altered was returned to the 
Commons. 

The Commons were not satisfied. They rejected the amend- 
ments^ and demanded a free conference. Two eminent Tories, 
and Nottingham, toot their seats in the Painted 
Chamber as managers for the Lords. With them was joined 
Burnet, whose well known hatred of Popery was likely to 
give weight to what he might say on such an occasion, 
Somers was the chief orator on the other side : and to his 
pen we owe a singularly lucid and interesting abstract of the 
debate. 

The Lords frankly owned that the judgment of the Court 
of King’s Bench could not he defended. They knew it to be 
illegal, and had known it to be so. even when they affirmed it. 
But they had acted for the best. They accused Oates of 
bringing an impudently false accusation against Queen Catha- 
rine ; they mentioned other instances of his villany ; and they 
asked whether such a man ought still to be capable of giving 
testimony in a court of justice. The only excuse which in 
their opinion could he made for him was, that he was insane ; 
and in truth, the incredible insolence and absurdity of his be- 
haviour when he was last before them seemed to warrant tlie 
belief that his brain had been turned, and that he was not to 
be trusted with the lives of other men. The Lords could not 
therefore degrade themselves by expressly rescinding what 
they had done ; nor could they consent to pronounce the ver- 
dict corrupt on no better evidence than common report. 

The reply was complete and triumphant. Oates is now the 
smallest part of the question. He has, Tour Lordships say, 
falsely accused the Queen Dowager and other innocent per- 
sons. Be it so. This bill gives him no indemnity. We are 
quite willing, that, if he is guilty, he shall he punished. But 
for him, and for all Englishmen, we demand that punishment 
shall be regulated by law, and not by the arbitrary discretion 
of any tribunal. We demand that when a writ of error is 
before Your Lordships, you shall give judgment on it accord- 
ing to the known customs and statutes of the realm. We 
deny that you have any right, on such an occasion, to talce 
into consideration the moral character of a plaintiff or the 
political effect of a decision. It is aclmowledged by yourselves 
that you have, merely because you thought ill of this man, 
affirmed a judgment which you knew to be illogoL Against 
this a^ssumption of arbitrary power the Commons protest , a nd 
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they hope that you will ' now redeem' what yon must, feel to , he 
an error, : Tonr,' Lordships intimate a snspicion that Oates is 
mad. That a man is mad may be a very good reason for not 
punishing him, at all. But how it can be a reason for inflict- 
ing on him a pnnishment which wonld be illegal even if he 
were sane, the 'Commons do not comprehend, Yonr ,Lord~ 
ships think that yon should not be jnstified in calling a ver- 
dict corrupt which ha>s not been legally proved to be so. 
Suffer ns to remind yon that yon have two distinct fimctions 
to perform. Yon. are judges, and yon are legislators,' When 
yon judge, yonr duty is strictly to follow the law. When yon 
legislate, yon may properly take facts from common fame. 
Yon invert this rule, Yon are lax in the wrong place, and 
sernpnlons in the wrong place. As judges yon break tlirongh 
the law for the sake of a supposed convenience. As legisla- 
tors, yon will not admit any fact without such technical proof 
as it is rarely possible for legislators to obtain.^’* 

This reasoning was not and could not be answered. The 
Commons were evidently flushed with their victory in the 
argument, and proud of the ap|)earance which Somers had 
made in the Painted Chamber. They particularly cbarged 
him to see that the repoi^t which he had made of the con- 
ference was accurately entered in the journals. The Lords 
very wisely abstained from inserting in their records an ac*^ 
count of a debate iii which they had been so signally discom-> 
fited. But, though conscious of their fault and ashamed of 
it, they could not be brought to do public penance by owning 
in the preamble of the Act, that they had been guilty of 
injustice. The minority was, however, strong. The resoln-^ 
tion to adhere was carried by only twelve votes, of which ten 
were proxies. t Twenty-one Peers protested- The bill dropped. 
Two Masters in Chancery were sent to announce to the Com- 
mons the final resolution of the Peers. The Commons thought 
this proceeding inijustifiable in substance and uncourteons in 
form. They determined to remonstrate ; and Somers drew up 
an excellent manifesto, in which the vile name of Oates was 
scarcely mentioned, and in which the Upper House was with 
great earnestness and gravity exhorted to treat judicial 
questions judicially, and not, under pretence of administer- 
ing law, to make law.f The wretched man, who had now a 

* Commons’ Journals, Aug. 2. 1689; Lnfctrell’s Diary; Clarendon’s Diary, 
Dutcli Ambassadu.s Extraordinary to Jidy 31, 1689. 

the States Cencral, t Commons’ Journals of Jnly 

fiords’ Journals, ‘July 30. 1689 ; 13, 1689, 

VO'I.'.„III. ; ■ ■■ .."l 


CHAP. 

XIV, 



114 


"HISl'OEY OF ElJiTGIiAED. 


CHAF^ second time tlirown tlie political world into confiisioiij recei^'ed 
, ^ a pardon, and was set at liberty. His friends in the Lower 

Honse mofed an address to the Throne, requesting" tbat a 
pension snfficient for his snpport might be granted to Mm.* 
He was consequently allowed about three hundred a year, a 
sinxi which he thought nnworthy of his acceptance, and which 
he took with the savage snarl of disappointed gTeedinesa. 

"Bill of From the . dispute about Oates sprang another dispute, 
Rights. -^iiich might have produced very serious consequences. The 
instrument which had declared William and Mary King and 
Queen was a revolutionary instrument. It had been drawn up 
by an assembly unkuown to the ordinary law, and had never 
received the royal sanction. It was evidently desirable that 
this great contract between the governors and the governed, 
this titledeed by which the King held his throne and the 
people their liberties, should be put into a strictly regular 
form. The Declaration of Eights was therefore turned into 
a Bill of Eights 5 and the Bill of Eights speedily passed the 
Commons : but in the* Lords difficulties arose. 

The Declaration had settled the crown, first on WiUiam 
and Mary jointly, then on the survivor of the two, then on 
Mary’s posterity, then on Anne and her posterity, and, lastly, 
on the posterity of William by any other wife than Mary. The 
Bill had been drawn in exact conformity with the Declaration, 
Who was to succeed if Mary, Anne, and William should all die 
without posterity, was left in uncertainty. Yet the event for 
which no provision was made was far from improhable. In- 
deed it really came to pass. William had never had a child. 
Anne Had repeatedly been a mother, but had no child living. 
It would not be very strange if, in a few months, disease, 
war, or treason should remove aU those who stood in the 
entail. In what state would the country then he left? To 
whom would allegiance be due ? The hill indeed contained a 
clause which excluded Papists fi*om the throne. But would 
such a clause supply the place of a clause designating the 
successor by name? What if the next heir should be a 
prince of the House of Savoy not three months old? It 
would be absurd to call such an infant a Papist. Was he 
be proclaimed King? Or was the crown to be iu 
abeyance till he came to an age at which he might be ea2)able 
of choosing a religion? Might not the most honest and the 
most intelligent men be in doubt whether they ought to regard 
him as their Sovereign? And to whom could they look for 

* Commons’ Juiirnais, Aiig. 20. 
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a solution of tMs doubt ? Parliament there would be none s CHAP, 
for the Parliament would expire with the prince who had . 
convoked it. There would be mere anarchy^ anarchy which 
might end in the destruction of the monarchy, or in the 
destruction of public liberty. For these weighty reasons, 

Burnet, at William^s suggestion, proposed in the House of 
Lords that the crown should, failing heirs of His Majesty’s 
body, be entailed on an undoubted Pi^otestant, Sophia, 
Duchess of Brunswick Lunenburg, granddaughter of James 
the First, and daughter of Elizabeth, Queen of Bohemia. 

The Lords unanimously assented to this amendment : but 
the Commons unanimously rejected it. The cause of the 
rejection no contemporary writer has satisfactorily explained. 

One Whig historian tallcs of the machinations of the repub- 
licans, another of the machinations of the Jacobites.* But it 
is quite certain that four fifths of the representatives of the ■ 
people were neither Jacobites nor republicans. Yet not a 
single voice was raised in the Lower House in favour of the 
clause which in the Upper House had been carried by accla- 
mation.* The most probable explanation seems to be that 
the gross injustice which had been committed in the case of 
Oates had irritated the Commons to such a degree that they 
were glad of an opportunity to quarrel with the Peers. A 
conference was held. Neither assembly would give way. 

While the dispute was hottest, an event took place which, it 
might have been thought, would have restored harmony. 

Anne gave birth to a son. The child was baptised at Hamp- 
ton Court with great pomp, and with many signs of public 
joy. W'illiam was one of the sponsors. The other was the 
aecoipplished Dorset, whose roof had given shelter to the 
Princess in her distress. The King bestowed his own name 
on his godson, and announced to the splendid circle assembled 
round the. font that the little William was henceforth to be 
called Duke of Gloucester. f 

The birth of this child had greatly diminished the risk 
against which the Lords had thought it necessary to guard. 

They might therefore have retracted with a good grace. But 
their pride had been wounded by the severity with which 

Oldmixoii accuses the Jacobites, Journals (June 19. 1689) that it was re- 
Burnet the republicans. Though Burnet jected 7iemine contmdice^ite. The Butch 
took a prominent part in the discussion Ambassadors describe it as “ een pro- 
of this question, his account of what positie 'twelek geeii ingressie schjmt t© 
passed is grossly inaccurate. He says sullen Tinden.” 

that the clause was warmly debated in t London Grazette, Aug. 1. 1689; Liit- 
the Commons, and that Hampden spoke treli’s Diary, 
strongly for it, Bnt we learn from the 
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CHAP, tieir decision on Oateses writ of error tad been censtired in 
. . tbe Painted Chamber. Thejhad been plainly told across tlie 

table that they were unjust jndges ; and the imputation was 
not the less irritating because they were conscious that it was 
deserved. They refosed to make any ooncessiony and the 
Bill of Eights was suffered to drop.'^* 

Disputes But the most exciting question of this long and stormy 
mn ot^ session was, what punishment should be inflicted on those men 
Indemnifcj, who had, during the interval between the dissolution of the 
Oxford Parliament and the Eevolution, been the advisers or 
the tools of Charles and James. It was happy for England 
that, at this crisis, a prince who belonged to neither of her 
factions, who loved neither, who hated neither, and who, for 
the accomplishment of a great design, wished to make use of 
both, was the moderator between them. 

The two parties were now in a position closely resembling 
that in which they had been twenty-eight years before. The 
party indeed which had then been undermost was now upper- 
most: but the analogy between the situations is one of the 
most perfect that can be found in history. Both the Eesto- 
ration and the Eevolntion were accomplished by coalitions. 
±t the Eestoration, those politicians who were peculiaiiy 
zealous for liberty assisted to reestablish monarchy : at the 
Eevolntion those politicians who were peculiarly zealous 
for monarchy assisted to vindicate liberty. The Cavalier 
would, at the former conjuncture, have been able to effect 
nothing without the help of Puritans who had fought for 
the Covenant; nor would the Whig, at the latter con- 
juncture, have offered a successful resistance to arbitrary 
jDOwer, had he not been backed by men who had a^veiy 
short time before condemned resistance to arbitrary power 
as a deadly sin. Conspicuous among those by whom, in 
1660, the royal family was brought back, were Hollis, who 
had, in the days of the tyranny of Charles the Pirst, held 
down the SjDeaker in the chair by main force, while Black 
Bod knocked for admission in vain; Ingoldsby, whose name 
was subscribed to the memorable death warrant; and Prjnne, 
whose ears Laud had cut off, and who, in return, had borne 
the chief part in cutting off Laud’s head. Among the seven 
who, in 1688, signed the invitation to William were Compton, 
who had long enforced the duty of obeying Hero; Dauby, 
who had been impeached for endeavouring to establish mili- 

* The history of this Bill be trjiced in tlie Journals of the two Houses, and 
in Grey’s Behates. 
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tarj despotism ; and Liimley^ wliose Tbloodhoiinds tad tracked GH^. 
Monmontli to that last sad Mdingplace among the fern. 

Both in 1660 and in 1688, ^ the fate of the nation still 
hung in the balance, forgiveness was exchanged hetween the 
hostile factions. On both occasions the reconciliation, which 
had seemed to be cordial in the hour of danger, proved false 
and hollow in the honr of triumph. As soon as Charles the 
Second was at Whitehall, the Cavalier forgot the good service 
recently done by the Presbyterians, and remembered only 
their old offences. As soon as WUliam was King, too many 
of the Whigs began to demand vengeance for all that they 
had, in the days of the Eye House plot, suffered at the hands 
of the Tories. On both occasions the Sovereign found it 
^ difficult to save the vanquished party from the fury of his 
triumphant supporters ; and on both occasions those whom 
he had disappointed of their revenge murmured bitterly 
against the government which had been so weak and un- 
grateftil as to protect its foes against its friends. 

So early as the twenty-fifth of March, William called the 
attention of the Commons to the expediency of qnieting the 
public mind by an amnesty. He expressed his hope that a 
b bill of general pardon and oblivion would be as speedily as 
possible presented for his sanction, and that no exceptions 
would be made, except such as were absolutely necessary for 
the vindication of public justice and for the safety of the 
state. The Commons unanimously agreed to thank him for 
this instance of his paternal kindness: but they suffered 
many weeks to pass without taking any step towards the 
accomplishment of his wish. When at length the subject 
was resumed, it was resumed in such a manner as plainly 
. showed that the majority had no real intention of putting an 
end to the suspense which embittered the lives of all those 
Tories who were conscious that, in their zeal for prerogative, 
they had sometimes overstepped the exact line traced by law. 

Twelve categories were framed, some of which were so exten- 
sive as to include tens of thousands of delinquents ; and the 
House resolved that, under every one of these categories, 
some exceptions should be made. Then came the examina- 
tion into the cases of individuals. hTumerous culprits and 
witnesses were summoned to the bar ; the debates were long 
and sharp; and it soon became evident that the work 
was interminable. The summer glided away : the autumn 
was approaching : the session could not last much longer ; 
and of the twelve distinct inquisitions, which the Conmiona 
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XIV. 

Lust days 
of Jeffreys 


had resolved to institute, only three had been broiight to a 
dose. It was necessary to let the bill drop for that year.* 
Among the many oflcenders whose names were mentioned 
' in the course of these enquiries, was one who stood alone and 
unapproached in guilt and infamy, and whom Whigs and 
Tories were equally willing to leave to the extreme rigour of 
the law. On that terrible day which was succeeded by the 
Irish Mght, the roar of a great city disappointed of its re- 
venge had followed Jeffreys to the drawbridge of the Toiver. 
His imprisonment was not strictly legal: but he at first ac- 
cepted with thanks and blessings the protection which those 
dark walls, made famoi]^ by so many crimes and soitows, 
afforded him against the fury of the multitude.t Soon, how- 
ever, he became sensible that his life was still in imminent 
peril. For a time he flattered himself with the hope that a 
writ of Habeas Corpus would liberate him from his confine- 
ment, and that he should be able to steal away to some 
foreign country, and to hide himself with pa,rt of his ill 
gotten wealth from the detestation of manl5:ind : but, till the 
government was settled, there was no Court competent to 
grant a writ of Habeas Corpus; and, as soon as the govern- 
ment had been settled, the Habeas Corpus Act was sus- 
pended. J Whether the legal guilt of murder could be brought 
home to J efeeys may be doubted. But he was morally guilty 
of so many murders that, if there had been no other way of 
reaching his life, a retrospective Act of Attainder would have 
been clamorously demanded by the whole nation. A dispo- 
sition to trinmph over the fallen has never been one of the 
besetting sins of Englishmen: but the hatred of which 
Jeffreys was the object was without a parallel in our history, 
and partook but too largely of the savageness of his own 
nature. The people, where he was concerned, were as cruel 
as himself, and exulted in his misery as he had been accus- 
tomed to exult in the misery of convicts listening to the 
sentence of death, and of families clad in mourning. The 
rabble congregated before his deserted mansion in Duke 
Street, and read on the door, with shouts of laughter, the 
bills which aimounced the sale of his property. Even deli- 
cate women, who had tears for highwaymen and house- 
breakers, breathed nothing hut vengeance against him. The 

* See G-rey’s debates, and tbe Com- f Halifax MS. in the British Musenin. 

mons’ Journals from March to July. if The Life and Death of George Lord 

The twelve categories will be found in Jeffreys; Finch’s speech in Grey's De- 
the Journals of the 23rd and 20th of bates, March L 168S 
May and of the Sth of June* 
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lampoons on liiin wMcE^^ w hawked about the town were 
distinguished by an atrocity rare even in those days.* Hang- 
ing would be too mdd a death for him: a grave under the 
gitoet would be too respectable a resting place : he ought to 
be whipped to death at the cart’s tail : he ought to be tor- 
tured hke an Indian: he ought to be devoured alive* The 
street poets portioned out all his joints with cannibal ferocity, 
and computed how many pounds of steaks might be cut from 
his weU. fattened carcass. Nay, the rage of his enemies was 
such that, in language seldom heard m England, they pro- 
claimed their wish that he might go to the place of wailing 
and gnashing of teeth, to the worm that never dies, to the 
fire that is never quenched. They exhorted him to hang 
himself in his garters, and to cut his throat with his razor. 
They put up horrible prayers that he might not be able to 
repent, that he might die the same hard-hearted, wicked 
Jeffreys that he had lived. His spirit, as mean in adversity 
as insolent and inhuman in prosperity, sank down under the 
load of public abhorrence. His constitution, originally bad, 
and much impaired by intemperance, was completely broken 
by distress and anxiety. He was tormented by a cruel in- 
ternal disease, which the most skilful surgeons of that age 
were seldom able to relieve. One solace was left to him, 
brandy. Even when .he had causes to try and councils to 
attend, he had seldom gone to bed sober. Now, when he 
had nothing to occupy his mind save terrible recollections 
and terrible forebodings, he abandoned himself without re- 
serve to his favourite vice. Many believed him to be bent on 
shortening his life by excess. He thougiit it better, they 
said, to go off in a drunken fit than to be hacked by Ketchj 
or torn limb from limb by the populace. 

Once he was roused from a state of abject despondency by 
an agreeable sensation, speedily followed by a mortifying dis- 
a|>pointment. A parcel had been left for him at the Tower. 
It appeared to be a barrel of Colchester oysters, his favourite 
dainties. He was greatly moved : for there are moments 
when those who least deserve affection are pleased to think 
that they inspire it. Thank Grod,” he exclaimed, I have 

* See among many otiuer pieces, Jef- fession made in the Time of his Sickness 
freys’s Elegy, the Letter ^to the Lord in the Tower ; Hickeringiirs Ceremony" 
Chancellor exposing to him the seiiti- monger ; a broadside entitled “0 rare 
meiits of the people, the Elegy on Ban- show J 0 rare sight I 0 strange mon- 
gerfield, Dangerfield’s Grhost to Jeffreys, ster! The like not in Europe! To Be 
the Kiimhle Petition of Widows and seen near Tower Hill, a few doors Be- 
hdiieiiess Children in the West, the yond the Lion’s den.” 

Lord Chancellors Diseoyery and Coi> 
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still some friends leffc.’^ He " opened the baiTel; and from 
among a heap of shells out tnmbled a stout lialter.'^“ 

It does not appear that one of the flatterers or bnJfooiis 
whom he had enriched out of the plunder of his victims came 
to comfort him in the day of trouble. But he was not left in 
utter solitude. John Tutchin, whom he had sentenced to be 
flogged every fortnight for seven years, made his way into 
the Tower, and presented himself before the fallen oppressor. 
Poor Jeffreys, humbled to the dust, behaved with abject 
civility, and called for wine. I am glad, sir/’ he said, to 
see you.” And I am glad,” answered the resentful Whig, 
see Tour Lordship in this place,” served my master,” 
said Jeffreys ; was bound in conscience to do so.” Where 
was your conscience,” said Tutchin, when you passed that 
sentence on me at Dorchester?” It was set down in my 
instructions,” answered Jeffreys, fawningly, ^^that I was to 
show no mercy to men like you, men of parts and coimage. 
When I went back to court I was reprimanded for my 
lenity. ”t Even Tutchin, acrimonious as was his nature, and 
great as were his wrongs, seems to have been a little mollified 
by the pitiable spectacle which he had at first contemplated 
with vindictive pleasure. He always denied the truth of the 
report that he was the person who sent the Colchester barrel 
to the Tower. 

A more benevolent man, John Sharp,, the excellent Dean of 
Koiwicli, forced himself to visit the prisoner. It was a pain- 
ful task : but Sharp had been treated by Jefeeys, in old 
times, as kindly as it was in the nature of Jeffreys to treat 
anybody, and had once or twice been able, by patiently 
waiting till the storm of curses and invectives had spent 
itself, and by dexterously seizing the moment of good humour, 
to obtain for unhappy families some mitigation of their suf- 
ferings. The prisoner was surprised and pleased. What,” 
he said, ^^dare you own me now?” It was in vain, however, 
that the amiable divine tried to give salutary pain to that 
seared conscience. Jeffreys, instead of acknowledging his 
guilt, exclaimed vehemently against the injustice of man- 
Icind. “ People call me a murderer for doing wliat at the 
time was applauded by some who are now high in public 
favour. They call me a drunkard because I take piiiich to 
relieve me in my agony.” He would not a^imit that, an 
President of the High Commission, he had done anything 

m:- ■ ■ ■ 

^ Life and Beatli of George Lord Jef- ^ f Tntcbin liimself gives this inuTutivo 
heys, ill the Bloody AssijieH, 
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tliat deserved reproact. His colea^es, lie said^ were tlie real chap. 
criminals; and now tliey ttrew all the blame on him. He 
spoke with peculiar asperity of Sprat, who had undoubtedly 
^ been the most humane and moderate member of the board. 

It soon became clear that the wicked judge was fast sink- 
ing under the weight of bodily and mental suffering. Doctor 
John Scott, prebendary of Saint Panrs, a clergyman of great 
sanctity, and author of the Christian Life, a treatise once 
widely renowned, was summoned, probably on the recom- 
mendation of his intimate friend Sharp, to the bedside of the 
dying man. It was in vain, however, that Scott spoke, as 
Sharp had already spoken, of the Mdeons butcheries of Dor- 
chester and Taunton. To the last Jeffreys continued to 
A repeat that those who thought him cruel did not know what 
his orders were, that he deserved praise instead of blame, and 
that his clemency had drawn on him the extreme displeasure 
of his master.* 

Disease, assisted by strong drink and by misery, did its 
work fast. The patient’s stomach rejected all nourishment. 

He dwindled in a few weeks from a poilly and even corpulent 
, man to a skeleton. On the eighteenth of April he died, 

■ in the forty-first year of his age. He had been Chief Justice 
of the King’s Bench at thirty-five, and Lord Chancellor at 
thirty-seven. In the whole history of the English bar there 
is no other instance of* so rapid an elevation, or of so terrible 
a fall. The emaciated corpse was laid, with all privacy, next 
to the corpse of Monmouth in the chapel of the Towrer.t 

^ See tLe Life of ArcLbisliop Sharp qui les troxiva du m^me goxist, et dxi 
by bis son. What passed between Seott meme assaisoiinement que furent les 
and 16111*678 was related by Seott to Sir derniers dont Agrippine regala le bon- 
Joseph Jekyl. See Tindalls History; homme Claudius son ^ponx, et qiie Heron 
Eaebard, iii. 932. Eacliard’s informant, appella depuis la -vdande de Bienx.” 
who is not named, but who seems to Marforio asks : “ Le Chancelier est done 
liaYe had good opportunities of knomng mort dans la Tour ? ” Pasquin answers : 
the truth, said that Jeffreys died, not, as II estoit trop fidMe a son Hoi legitime, 

the vulgar believed, of drink, but of the et trop habile dans les loix du royaxune, 
stone. The distinction is of little iin- pour 4ehapper A TUsurpateur qu’il ne 
portance. It is certain that Jeffreys was vouloit point reconnoistre. Gruillemot 
grossly intemperate; and his malady prit soin de faire puhlier que ce mai- 
was one which intemperance notoriously heureux prisonnier estoit attaqu4 d’une 
tends to aggravate. fi^vre maligne; mais, a parler franche- 

t See a Full and True Account of the ment, ii vivroit peut-estre encore, sH 
Death of G eorge Lord J effreys, licensed n’avoit rien mange que de la main de ses 
on the day of his death. The wretched anciens em'sihiers.’ — Le Festiii de G-uil- 
Le Noble was never weary of repeating lemot, 1689. Dangeau (May 7.) men- 
that Jei&eys was poisoned by the usurper, tions a report that Jeffreys had poisoned 
I will give a short passage as a specimen himself. In 1693 the corpse of Jeffreys 
of the calumnies of which William was was, By the royal permission, removed 
the object. “II envoya,” says Pasquin, from the' chapel of the Tower, and laid 
“ ce hn ragoiit de champignons an Chan- in the ehiireh of St. Alary Aldermary, 
cclier Jelfreys, prisonniei' dans la Tour, 
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CHAP. The fall of this man, once so great and so miicli dreaded, 

. . the horror with which he was regarded by all the respectable 

The^viiigs members of his own party, the manner in which the least 
respectable members of that pai*ty renounced fellowship with 
Ring. him in his distress, and threw on him the whole blame of 
crimes which they had encouraged him to commit, ought to 
have been a lesson to those intemperate friends of liberty who 
were clamooring for a new proscription* Bnt it was a lesson 
which too many of them disregarded. The King had, at the 
very commencement of his reign, displeased them by appoint- 
ing a few Tories and Trimmers to high offices ; and the dis- 
content excited by these appointments had been inflamed by 
his attempt to obtain a general amnesty for the vanquished. 
He was in truth not a man to be popular with the vindictive 
zealots of any faction. !Por among his peculiarities was a 
certain ungracions humanity which rarely conciliated his foes, 
which often provoked his adherents, but in which he doggedly 
persisted, without troubling himself either about the thank- 
iessness of those whom he had saved from destruction, or 
about the rage of those whom he had disappointed of their 
revenge. Some of the Whigs now spoke of him as bitterly as 
they had ever spoken of either of his uncles. He was a Stuart 
after all, and was not a Stuart for nothing. Like the rest of 
the race, he loved arbitrary power. In Holland, he had suc- 
ceeded in making himself, under the forms of a republican 
polity, scarcely less absolute than the old hereditary Counts 
had been. In consequence of a strange combination of cir- 
cumstances, his interest had, during a short time, coincided 
with the interest of the English people : hut, though he had 
been a deliverer by accident, he was a des^Dot by nature. He 
had no sympathy with the just resentments of the Wliigs. 
He had objects in view which the WTiigs would not willingly 
suffer any Sovereign to attain. He knew that the Tories were 
the only tools for his purpose. He had, therefore, from the 
moment at which betook his seat on the throne, favoui-ed 
them unduly. He was now trying to procure an iiideronitj 
for those very delinquents whom he had, a few months before, 
described in his Declaration as deserving of exemplary punish- 
ment. In November he had told the world that the crimes 
in which these men had borne a part had made it the duty of 
subjects to violate their oath of allegiance, of soldiers to desert 
their standards, of children to make war on their parents. 
With what consistency then could he recommend that such 
crimes should bo covered by a general oblivion? And was 
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there not too much reason to fear that he wished to save the 
agents of tyrannj from the fate which they merited^ in the 
hope that, at some future timej they might serve him as nn- 
scmpnlonsly as they had served his father in law 

Of the inemhers of the House of Commons who were ani- 
mated hy these feelings, the fiercest and most audacious was 
Howe. He went so far on one occasion as to move that an 
enquiry should he institnted into the proceedings of the 
Parliament of 1685, and that some note of infamy shonld be 
put on all who, in that Parliament, had voted with the Court. 
This ahsnrd and mischievous motion was discomitenaneed 
by all the most respectable Whigs, and strongly opposed by 
Birch and Maynard.t Howe was forced to give way : but he 
was a man whom no check could abash: and he was encou- 
raged by the applause of many hotheaded members of his 
party, who were far from foreseeing that he would, after 
having been the most rancorous and unprincipled of Whigs, 
become, at no -distant time, the most rancorous and unprin- 
cipled of Tories. 

This quickwitted, restless, and malignant politician, though 
himself occupying a lucrative place in the royal household, 
declaimed, day after day, against the manner in which the 
great oflB.ces of state were filled; and his declamations were 
echoed in tones somewhat less sharp and vehement, by other 
orators. Ho man, they said, who had been a minister of 
Charles or of James ought to he a minister of William. The 
first attack was directed against the Lord President Caer- 
inarthen. Howe moved that an address shonld be presented 
to the King, requesting that all persons who had ever been 
impeached by the Commons might be dismissed from His 
Majesty’s counsels and presence. The debate on this motion 
was repeatedly adjourned. While the event was doubtful, 
William sent Hykvelt to expostulate with Howe. Howe was 
obdurate. He was what is vulgarly called a disinterested 
man ; that is to say, he valued money less than the pleasure 
of venting his spleen and of making a sensation. I am doing 
■ the King a service,” he said : I am rescning him from false 
friends ; and, as to my place, that shall never be a gag to 
prevent me from speaking my mind.” The motion was made, 

* Among tile numerous pieces in ■which !rhat all the ills foj our whole race designed 
tlie maleeontent Whigs vented their an- aeoompUshment might 

ger, none is more curious than the poem ’Tis thou that art decreed this point to dear, 
entitled the G-host of Charles the Second. Which we have laboured for these four-score 
Charles addresses William thus : * -n i 

Ilail, my blest Nephe\v,whoni the fates ordain T Grey S Debates, June 12. 1680. 

To fill r.be measure of tiie Stuarts’ reign, 
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but completely failed. In truth the proposition, that mere 
accusation, never prosecuted to conviction, ought to be con- 
sidered as a decisive proof of guilt, was shocking to natural 
justice. The faults of Caermarthen had doubtless been great ; 
but they had been exaggerated by party spirit, had been ex- 
piated by severe suffering, and had been redeemed by recent 
and eminent services. At the time when he raised the great 
county of York in arms against Popery and tyranny, lie had 
been assured by some of the most eminent Whigs that all old 
quarrels were forgotten. . Howe indeed maintained that the 
civilities which had passed in the moment of peril signified 
nothing. When a viper is on my hand/’ he said, ^*^1 am 
very tender of him : but as soon as I have him on the gi’oiind, 
I set my foot on him and crush him.” The Lord President, 
however, was so strongly supported that, after a discussion 
which lasted three days, his enemies did not venture to take 
the sense of the House on the motion ag^ainst him. In the 
course of the debate a grave constitutional question was inci- 
dentally raised. This question was whether a pardon could 
be pleaded in bar of a parliamentary impeachment. The 
Commons resolved, without a division, that a pardon could 
not he so pleaded.^ 

The next attack was made on Halifax. He was in a much 
more invidious position than Caermarthen, who had, under 
pretence of ill health, withdrawn himself almost entirely from 
business. Halifax was generally regarded as the chief adviser 
of the Crown, and was in an especial manner held responsible 
for all the faults which had been committed with respect to 
Ireland. The evils which had brought that kingdom to ruin 
might, it was said, have been averted by timely precaution, or 
remedied by vigorous exertion. But the government had fore- 
seen nothing ; it had done little ; and that little had been clone 
neither at the right time nor in the right way. [Negotiation 
had been employed instead of troops, when a few troops might 
have sufficed. A few troops had been sent when many were 
needed. The troops that had been sent had been ill equipped 
and ill commanded. Such, the vehement Whigs exclaimed, 
were the natural fruits of that great error which King William 
had committed on the first day of his reign. He had placed ' 
in Tories and Trimmers a confidence whieih they did not de- 
serve. He had, in a peculiar manner, entrusted the direction 
of Irish affairs to the Trimmer of Trimmers, to a man whose 

^ See Commons’ Journals, and Grey’s Debates, June 1. 3. and 4. 1689 • Iji- nf 
Wiliiani, 1704. 
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ability nobody disputed^ but wbo was not jSxmly attacbed to 
tlie new government, wbo,. indeed,’ was incapable' of being' 
firmly attached to any government, who had always halted 
/ between two opinions, and who, till the moment of the flight 
of James, had not given up the hope that the discontents of 
the nation might be quieted without a change of dynasty. 
Howe, on twenty occasions, designated Halifax as the cause 
of all the calamities of the country. Monmouth held similar 
language in the House of Peers. Though First Lord of the 
-Treasury, he paid no attention to financial business, for which 
he was altogether unfit, and of which he had very soon become 
weary. His whole heart was in the work of persecuting the 
Tories. He plainly told the Hing that nobody who was not a 
Whig ought to be employed in the public service. William’s 
answer was cool and determined. “I have done as much for 
your friends as I can do without danger to the state; and I 
will do no more.”"^ The only effect of this reprimand was to 
make Monmoxith more factious than ever. Against Halifax 
especially he intrigued and harangued with indefatigable ani- 
mosity. The other Wliig Lords of the Treasury, Delamere and 
Capel, were scarcely less eager to drive the Lord Privy Seal from 
office; and personal jealousy and anti|)athy impelled the Lord 
President to conspire with his own accusers against his rival. 

Wliat foundation there may have been for the imputations 
tlxrown at this time on Halifax cannot now be fully ascertained. 
His enemies, though they interrogated numerous witnesses, 
and though they obtained Williani’s reluctant permission to 
inspect the minutes of the Privy Council, could find no evi- 
dence which would support a definite eharge.f But it was 
undeniable that the Lord Privy Seal had acted as minister for 
Ireland, and that Ireland was all but lost. It is uimecessary, 
and indeed absurd, to suppose, as many Whigs supposed, that 
his administration was unsuccessful because he did not wish 
it to be successful. The truth seems to be that the difficulties 
of the situation were great, and that he, with all his ingenuity 
and eloquence, was ill qualified to cope with those difficulties. 
The whole machinery of government was out of joint ; and he 
was not the man to set it right. What was wanted was not 
what he had in large measure, wit, taste, amplitude of com- 
^ prehension, subtlety in drawing distinctions; but what lie 
had not, prompt decision, indefatigable energy, and stubborn 

^ Burnet MS. HarL 6584. ; Avaux to Council, see tlie Commons’ Joimials of 
Be Croissy, June 1689. June 22. and 28., and of July 3. 5. 13. 

t As to the minutes of the Privy and 16. 
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resolution. His mind was at best of too soft a temper for siieli 
work as be had now to do, and had been recently made softer 
by seYere affliction. He had lost two sons in less than twelve 
months. A letter is still extant, in which he at this time f: 
complained to his honoured friend Lady Russell of the deso- 
lation of his hearth and of the cruel ingratitude of the Whigs. 

We possess, also, the answer, in which she gently exhorted 
him to seek for consolation where she had found it under trials 
not less severe than his.^ 

The first attack on him was made in the. Upper House. 
Some Whig Peers, among whom the wayward and petulant 
First Lord of the .Treasury was conspicuous, proposed that the 
King should be requested to appoint a new Speaker. The 
friends of Halifax moved and carried the previous question.t 
About three weeks later his persecutors brought forward, in a 
Committee of the whole House of Commons, a resolution 
which imputed to him no particular crime either of omission 
or of commission, but which simply declared it to be advisable 
that he should he dismissed from the service of the Crown. 
The debate was warm. Moderate politicians of both pai-ties 
were unwilling to put a stigma on a man, not indeed faultless, ^ , 
hut distinguished both by his abilities and by his amiable ^ 
qualities. His accusers saw that they could not carry their 
point, and tried to escape from a decision which was eertaiii 
to be adverse to them, by proposing that the Chairman should 
report progress. - But their tactics were disconcerted by the 
judicious and spirited conduct of Lord Bland, now the Mar- 
quess’s only son. ^^My father has not deserved, said the 
young nobleman, to be thus trifled with. If you think him 
culpable, say so. He will at once submit to your verdict. 
Dismission from Court has no terrors for him. He is raised, 
by the goodness of God, above the necessity of looking to office 
for the means of supporting his rank.” The Committee 
divided, and Halifax was absolved by a majority of fourteen.! 


* The letter of Halifax to Lady Eus- 
sell is dated on the 23d of July 1689, 
about a fortnight after the attack on him 
in the Loi'ds, and about a week before 
the attack on him in the Gommoas. 

t See the Lords’ Journals of July 10, 
1689, and a letter from London dated 
July and transmitted by Croissy to 
Avaiix. Hon Pedro de Eonquillo men- 
tions this attack of the Whig Lords on 
Halifax in a despatch of which I cannot 
make out the date. 

if This was on Saturday the 3d of 
August. As the division was in Com- 


mittee, the numbers do not appear in 
the Journals. Clarendon, in his Hiary, 
says that the majority was eleven. Ihit 
Harcissiis Luttrell, Oldinixon, and Tin- 
dal agree in putting it at fourteen. 3Iu.st 
of the little information which I have 
been able to hnd about the debate is 
contained in a despatch of Hon Pedro de 
Eonquillo, “ Se resolvio,” he says, qiie 
el sabado, en comity de toda la easa, se 
tratasse del estado de la nacion para 
representiirle ai Bey. Empezose por 
acusar al Marques de Olifax ; y recon o- 
ciendo sus emulos que no tenian partido 
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Had the division been postponed a few honrs, the majority CEAP. 
would probably have been much greater. The Commons . 
voted under the impression that Londonderry had fallen, and Prepara- 
that all Ireland was lost. Scarcely had the House risen when cmpaigif 
a courier arrived with news that the boom on the Foyle had in Ireland, 
been broken. He was speedily followed by a second, who an- 
nounced the raising of the siege, and by a third who brought 
the tidings of the battle of Hewton Butler. Hope and exul- 
tation succeeded to discontent and dismay Ulster was safe ; 
and it was confidently expected that Schomberg would speedily 
reconquer Leinster, Connaught, and Munster. He was now 
ready to set out. The port of Chester was the place from 
which he was to take his departure. The army which he was 
to command had assembled there ; and the Dee was cmwded 
with men of war and transports. Unfortunately almost all 
those English soldiers who had seen war had been sent to 
Flanders. The bulk of the force destined for Ireland consisted 
of men just taken from the plough and the threshing floor. 

There was, however, an excellent brigade of Dutch troops 
under the command of an experienced officer, the Count of 
Solmes. Four regiments, one of cavalry and three of infantry, 
had been formed ont of the French refugee^ many of whom 
had borne arms with credit. Ho person did more to promote 
the raising of these regiments than the Marquess of Euvigny. 

He had been during many years an eminently faithful and 
useful servant of the French government. So highly was his 
merit appreciated at Versailles that he had been solicited to 
accept indulgences which scarcely any other heretic could by 
any solicitation obtain. Had he chosen to remain in his native 
country, he and his household would have been permitted to 
worship God privately according to their own forms. But 
Euvigny rejected all offers, cast in his lot with his brethren, 
and, at upwards of eighty years of age, quitted Versailles, 
where he might still have been a favourite, for a modest 
dwelling at Greenwich. That dwelling was, during the last 
months of his life, the resort of all that was most distinguished 

"bastante, quisieron remitir para otro dia que por pluralidad de voces vencio su 
esta moeion: pero el Conde de Elan, partido.” I suspect that Lord Eland 
priinogenito del Marques de Olifax, mi- meant to sneer at the poverty of some 
enibro de la easa, les dijo que su padre of his father’s persecutors, and at the 
no era hombre para andar peloteando greediness of others, 
con el, y qiie se tubiesse culpa lo acaba- * This change of feeling, immediately 
•sen de eastigar, que elnohavia menester following the debate on the motion for 
estar en la corte para portarse eonforme removing ECalifax, is * noticed by Kon^ 
a su estado, jmes Dios le havia dado quillo. 
ab Hilda lUfiite para poderlo hazer; con" 
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' among Ins fellow exiles. ' His abilities^, Ms experience^ and 
Hs munificent kindness, made Mm tlie undisputed cHef of the 
refogees. He was at the same time half an Englishman : for 
Ms sister had been Countess of Southampton, and he wiis nncle 
of Lady Enssell. He was long past the time of action. But 
his two sons, both men of elninent courage, deroted their 
swords to the service of William. The younger son, who bore 
the name of Caillemot, was appointed colonel of one of the 
Huguenot regiments of foot. The two other regiments of foot 
were commanded by La MeHoniere and Camboii, officers of 
high reputation. The regiment of horse was raised by Schom- 
berg himself, and bore Ms name. Euvigny lived just long 
enough to see these arrangements complete.* 

The general to whom the direction of the expedition against 
Ireland was confided had wonderfally succeeded in obtaining 
the affection and esteem of the English nation. He had been 
made a Dulie, a Knight of the Garter, and Master of the 
Ordnance ; he was now placed at the head of an army ; and 
yet his elevation excited none of that jealousy wMch showed 
itself as often as any mark of royal favour was bestowed on 
Bentinck, on Zulestein, or on Auverquerque. SehoBiberg\s 
military skill was universally acknowledged. He was re- 
garded by all Protestants as a confessor who had endured 
everything short of martyrdom for the truth. For Ms religion 
he had resigned a splendid income, had laid down the trun- 
cheon of a Marshal of Prance, and had, at near eighty years 
of age, begun the world again as a needy soldier of fortune. 
As he had no connection with the United Provinces^ and had 
never belonged to the little Court of the Hague, *the preference 
given to him over English captains was justly ascribed, not to 
national or personal partiality, but to his virtues and his abili- 
ties. His deportment differed widely from that of the other 
foreigners who had just been created English peers. They, 
with many respectable qualities, were, in tastes, manners, and 
predilections, Dutchmen, and could not catch the tone of the 
society to which they had been transferred. He was a 
citizen of the world, had travelled over all Europe, had com- 
manded armies on the Meuse, on the Ebro, and on the Tagus, 
had shone in the splendid circle of Versailles, and had been 

As to Euvigny, see Saint Simon’s Dumont. This narrative, which is in 
Memoirs of the year 1697 ; Burnet, i. manuscript, and which I shall oecasioii- 
366. There is some interesting infer- ally quote as the Dumont MS., was 
mation about Euvi^y and about the kindly lent to me by Dr. Vignoles,^Dean 
Huguenot regiments in a narrative writ- of Ossory. " ° 

ten by a Fromeli refugee of the name of 
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in Hgli favour at the court of Berlin. He had often been GHAR 
taken by French noblemen for a French nobleman. He had , 
passed some time in England/spoke English remarkably well, 
accommodated himself easily to English manners; and was 
often seen walking in the park with English companions. In 
youth Ms habits had been temperate; and his temperance 
Ixad its proper reward, a singularly green and vigorous old 
age. At fourscore he retained a strong relish for innocent 
pleasures : he conversed with great courtesy and sprightliness : 
nothing could be in better taste than his equipages and his 
table ; and every cornet of cavalry envied the grace and 
dignity with which the veteran appeared in Hyde Park on bis 
charger at the head of his regiment.*^ The House of Com- 
^ mons had, with general approbation, compensated his losses • 
and rewarded his services by a grant of a hundred thousand 
pounds. Before he set out for Ireland, he requested permis- 
sion to express his gratitude for this magnificent present. A 
^ chair was set for him within the bar. He took his seat there 
with the mace at his right hand, rose, and in a few graceful 
words returned his thanks and took his leave. The Speaker 
replied that the Commons could never forget the obligation 
under which they already lay to His Grace, that they saw him 
with pleasure at the head of an English army, that they felt 
entire confidence in his zeal and ability, and that, at whatever 
distance he might be, he would always be in a peculiar man- 
ner an object of their care. The precedent set on this in- 
teresting occasion was followed with the utmost minuteness, 
a hundred and twenty-five years later, on an occasion more 
interesting still. -Exactly on the same spot on which, in 
July 1689, Schomberghad acknowledged the liberality of the 
nation, a chair was set, in July 1814, for a still more iUus- 
» trious warrior, who came to return thanks for a still more 
splendid mark of public gratitude. Few things illustrate 
more strikingly the peculiar character of the English govern- 
ment and people than the eircmnstance that the House of 
Commons, a popular assembly, should, even in a moment of 
joyous enthusiasm, have adliered to ancient forms with the 
punctilious accuracy of a College of Heralds ; that the sitting 
and rising, the covering and the uncovering, should have been 
regulated by exactly the same etiquette in the nineteenth 
Ij century as in the seventeenth ; and that the same mace which 

* See the Abrt^e de la Vie de Frederic note of Saint Simon on Bangeau’s Jonr- 
Dac de Schomberg by Lnzancy, 1690, iml, My 30. 1690. 
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iiacl been beld at the right hand of Schomberg should have 
. been held in the same position at the right hand of Wel- 
lington,* 

On the twentieth of August the Parliament, having been 
constantly engaged in business during seven months, broke 
up, by the royal command, for a short recess. The same 
Gazette which announced that the Houses had ceased to sit 
announced that Schomberg had landed in Ireland.t 

During the three weeks which preceded his landing, the 
dismay and confusion at Dublin Castle had been extreme. 
Disaster had followed disaster so fast that the mind of James, 
never very firm, had been completely prostrated. He had 
learned first that Londonderry had been relieved ; then that 
one of his armies had been beaten by the Enniskilleners ; 
then that another of Ms armies was retreating, or rather 
flying, from Ulster, reduced in numbers and broken in spirit ; 
then that Sligo, the key of Coxmaught, had been abandoned 
to the Englishiy. He had found it impossible to subdue the 
colonists, even when they were left almost unaided. He might 
therefore well doubt whether it would be possible for him to 
contend against them when they were backed by an English 
army, under the command of the greatest general living. The 
unhappy prince seemed, during some days, to be sunk in des- 
pondency. On Avaux the danger produced a very different 
effect. ISTow, he thought, was the time to turn the war 
between the English and the Irish into a war of extirpation, 
and to make it impossible that the two nations could ever be 
united under one government. With this view, he coolly sub- 
mitted to the King a proposition of almost incredible atrocity. 
There must be a Saint Bartholomew. A pretext would easily 
be found. N"o doubt, when Schomberg was known to be in 
Ireland, there would be some excitement in those southern 
towns of which the population was chiefly English, Any 
disturbance, wherever it might take place, would foimish an 
excuse for a general massacre of the Protestants of Leinster, 
Munster, and Connaught, f As the King did not at first ex- 
press any horror at this suggestion, § the Envoy, a few days 
later, returned to the subject, and pressed His Majesty to give 

* See the Commons’ Journals of July quelques endroits du i*oyanme, on fit 
16. 1689, and of July 1. 1814. main basse siir tons generulement.” — 

t Journals of the Lords and Com- Avaux, 1689. 

mons, Aug. 20. 1689; London Gazette, ^ § “Le Roy d^Angleterre m’avoit 
Aug. 22. ecoute assez paisibleraent la premiere 

I “ J’estois d’avis q^u’, aprfes que la fois que je luy avois propose ee qir il y 
descente seroit faite, si on apprenoit que avoit a fkire contre les Protestans.’’— 
des Protestans se fussent soulevez en Avaux, Aug. 
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tlie necessary orders. Tlien James/ with a warmth which did 
him honour, declared that nothing shonld induce him to com- 
mit such a crime. These people are my subjects ; and I 
£ cannot be so cruel as to cut their throats while they live 
peaceably under my government.^^ /^ There is nothing cruel,” 
answered the callous diplomatist, in what I recommend. 
Your Majesty ought to consider that mercy to Protestants is 
cruelty to Catholics.” James, however, was not to be moved ; 
and Juvaux retired in very bad humour. His belief was that 
the King’s professions of humanity were hypocritical, and 
that, if the orders for the butchery were not given, they were 
not given only because His Majesty was confident that the 
Catholics all over the country would fall on the Protestants 
^ without waiting for orders.* But Avaux was entirely mis- 
taken. That he should have supposed James to be as pro- 
foundly immoral as himself is not strange. But it is strange 
that so able a man should have forgotten that James and 
himself had quite different objects in view. The object of the 
Ambassador’s politics was to make the separation between 
England and Ireland eternal. The object of the King’s 
. jjolitics was to unite England and Ireland under his own 
sceptre j and he could not but be aware that, if there should 
be a general massacre of the Protestants of three provinces, 
find he should be suspected of having authorised it or of having 
connived at it, there would in a fortnight be not a Jacobite 
left even at Oxford, t 

Just at this time the prospects of James, which had 
seemed hopelessly dark, began to brighten. The danger 
which had unnerved him had roused the Irish people. They 
had, six months before, risen up as one man against the 
c, Saxons. The army which Tyrconnel had formed was, in 
proportion to the population from which it was taken, the 
largest that Europe had ever seen. But that army had 
sustained a long succession of defeats and disgraces, unre- 
deemed by a single brilliant achievement. It was the 
fashion, both in England and on the Continent, to ascribe 

f Avaiix, Aug. He says, “Je sur tons les Protestans dii royanme, du 
m’iniagine qn’il est persuade qiie, quoi- moment qu’, en quelqne endroit que ce 
qu’il lie donne point d’orclre sur cela, la soit, ils se seront soulevez : et, outre que 
plupart cles Catholiqiies de la eampague la punitiou d’une infinite d’innocens pour 
se jetteront sur les Protestans.” peu de coupaLles ne seroit pas juste, 

t Lewis, repriniauded Avaux, d’ailleurs les repr^sailles centre les Ca- 

tliough. much too gently, for proposing to tholiques seroient d’autant plus daiige- 
butcher the -whole Protestant population que les premiers se trouveront 

of Leinster, Connaught, and Munster, armez et soufcenus de toutes les 

“ Je n’appronve pas cependant la propo- d’Angleterre.” 

sition que yous faites de faire main basse 
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those defeats and disgraces to the pnsillammity of the Irish 
race.^ That this was a great error is sufficiently proved hy 
the history of every war which has heen carried on in any part 
of Christendom during five generations. The raw material 
out of which a good army may be formed existed in great 
abundance among the Irish. Avaux informed his govern- 
ment that they were a remarkably handsome^ tall;, , and well 
made race ; that they were personally brave; that they were 
sincerely attached to the cause for which they were in arms ; 
that they were violently exasperated agaiast the colonists. 
After extolling their strength and spirit, he proceeded to 
explain why it was that, with all their strength and spirit, 
they were constantly beaten. It was vain, he said, to 
imagine that bodily prowess, animal courage, or patriotic 
enthusiasm would, in the day of battle, supply the place of 
discipline. The infantry were iU armed and ill trained. 
They were suffered to pillage wherever they went. They 
had contracted all the habits of banditti. There was among 
them scarcely one officer capable of showing them their duty. 
Their colonels were generally men of good family, but men 
who had never seen service. The captains were butchers, 
tailors, shoemakers. Hardly one of them troubled himself 
about the comforts, the accoutrements, or the drilling of 
those over whom he was placed. The dragoons were little 
better than the infantry. But the horse were, with some 
exceptions, excellent. Ahnost all the Irish gentlemen who 
had any military experience held commissions in the cavalry ; 
and, by the exertions of these officers, some regiments had 
been raised and disciplined which Avaux pronounced equal to 
any that he had ever seen. It was therefore evident that the 
inefficiency of the foot and of the dragoons was to be as- 
cribed to the vices, not of the Irish character but of the 
Irish administration.f 

* Bonquillo, Aug. speaking of the pouees ” It will be remembered that the 
Siege of Londonderry, expresses his as- French foot is longer than ours. “Ils 
tonishment “qiie una plaza sin fortifica- sont trfes hien faits : niais ils ne sont ny 
zion y sin gentes de guerra aya heeho disoiplinez ny arniez, et de surplus sont 
una defensa tan gloriosa, y que los sitia- de grands voleurs.” “ La plupart de ces 
dores al contrario ayan sido tan pol- regimens sont ievez par des gentils- 
trones.” homines qiii n’onb jamais este a rarmee. 

t This account of the Irish army is Ce sont des tailleurs, des bouehers, des 
compiled from numerous letters written eordonniers,qui out forint leseortipagnics 
by Ayaux to Lewis and to Lewis's min- et qui en sont les Capitaiiu^s.” Jamais 
isters, I will quote a few of the most troupes n’ont march4 com me font celles- 
remarkahle passages. “Les plus beaux cy. Ils vont comme des bandits, et pil- 
hommes,” Avaux says of the Irish, lent tout ce qu'ils truiiveiit en eheinin." 

“ qu’on peut voir. II n’y yn a presque “ Quoiqu’il soit vrai qne les soldats pa- 
point au dessous de cinq pieds cinq d six roissent fort resolus a bien faire, et qu’ils 
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Tlie events wMcIl took place in tlie autumn of 1689 suffi- CHAP, 
cientlj proved tMt tke ill fated race, wMcli enemies and 
allies generally agreed in regarding with unjust contempt, 

1 had, together with the faults inseparable from poverty, 
ignorance, and superstition, some fine qualities which have 
not always been found in more prosperous and more en- 
lightened communities. The evil tidings which terrified and 
bewildered James stirred the whole population of the 
southern provinces like the peal of a trumpet sounding to 
battle. That Ulster was lost, that the English were coming, 
that the death grapple between the two hostile nations was, 
at hand, was proclaimed from all the altars of three and 
twenty counties. One last chance was left; and, if that 
chance failed, nothing remained but the despotic, the merci- 
less, rule of the Saxon colony and of the heretical church. 

The Eoman Catholic priest who had just taken possession 
of the glebe house and the chancel, the Eoman Catholic 
squire who had just been carried back on the shoulders of 
the shouting tenantry into the hall of his fathers, would be 
driven forth to live on such alms as peasants, themselves 
oppressed and miserable, could spare. A new confiscation 
^ould complete the work of the Act of Settlement; and the 
followers of William would seize whatever the followers of 
Cromwell had spared. These apprehensions produced such 
an outbreak of patriotic and religious enthusiasm as deferred 
for a time the inevitable day of subjugation. Avaux was 
amazed by the energy which, in circumstances so trying, the 
Irish displayed. It was indeed the wild and unsteady energy 
of a half barbarous people: it was transient: it was often 
misdirected : but, though transient and misdirected, it did 
: ^ wonders. The French Ambassador was forced to own that 
those officers of whose incompetency and inactivity he had 
so often complained had suddenly shaken off their lethargy. 
Eecruits came in by thousands. The ranks which had been 
thinned under the walls of Londonderry were soon again full 
to overflowing. Great efforts were made to arm and clothe 

soient fort aniinez contre les rebelles, tions several regiments of horse mtli 
n^antmoins il ne suffit pas de cela ponr particular praise. Of two of these he 
combattre. . ... Les ofiiciers subalternes sajs, ne pent voir de meiileur regi- 
sont mauvais, et, a la reserve d’un tres menty The correctness of the opinion 
petit nomhre, il n’y en a point qm ay t which he had formed both of the infantry 
soil! des soldats, des armes, et de la dis- and of the cavalry was, after his depar- 
eipline.’* “ On a heaueoup plus de confi- ture from Ireland, signally proved at the 
ance en la cavalerie, dont la plus grande Boyne, 
partie est assez bonne.” Avaux men- 
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CHAP, the troops ; and, in the short space of a fortnight, everything 
. .. presented a new and cheering aspect.^^^ ^ ^ 

Dismission The Irish required of the King, in return for their strenii- 
ofMeifort. exertions in his cause, one concession which was by no 
means agreeable to him. The unpopularity of Melforf had 
become such that his person was scarcely safe. He had no 
friend to speak a word in his favour. The French hated him. 
In every letter which arrived at Dublin from England or from 
Scotland, he was described as the evil genius of the House of 
Stuart. It was necessary for his own sake to dismiss him. 
An honourable pretext was found. He was ordered to repair 
to Versailles, to represent there the state of affairs in Ireland, 
and to implore the French government to send over without 
delay six or seven thousand veteran infantry. He laid down 
the seals ; and they were, to the great delight of the Irish, 
put into the hands of an Irishman, Sir Hichard Hagle, who 
had made himself conspicuous as Attorney General and 
Speaker of the House of Commons. Melfort took his depar- 
ture under cover of the night : for the rage of the j)opulace 
against him was such that he could not without danger show 
himself* in the streets of Dublin by day. On the following 
morning James left his capital in the opposite direction to 
encounter Schomberg.f 

Schomberg Schomberg had landed in the north of Ulster. The force 
liinds in which lie had brought with him did not exceed ten thousand 
men. But he expected to be joined by the armed colonists 
and by the regiments which were under Kirke’s command. 
The coffeehouse politicians of London fully expected that 
such a general with such an army would speedily reconquer 
the island. Unhappily it soon appeared that the means wMch 
had been furnished to him were altogether inadequate to the 
work which he had to perform: of the greater part of these 
means he was speedily deprived by a succession of unforeseen 
calamities; and the whole campaign was merely a long 
straggle maintained by his prudence and resolution against 
the utmost spite of fortune. 

* I will quote a passage or two from 
the despatches written at this time hy 
Avaiix. On September he says : “ De 
quelqne eoste qidon se tonrnat, on ne 
poiivoit rien prevoir qiie de desagreable. 

Mais dans cette extr^mitd ehacnn s’est 
^vertiie, Les olRciers out fait leiirs 
recrues avee heaueoup de diligence.” 

Three days later he says ' “ H y a qninze 
jonrs qne nous n’esp^rions gu^re de pou- 
voir mcttre les elioses en si bon estat ; 


mais my Lord Tyreomiel et tons les 
Iiiandais ont travailM avee tant d’em- 
pressernent qn’on s’est inis en estat de 
deffense.” 

t Araiix, Ang. fg. - : Life 

of James, ii. 373.; Melfort's vindication 
of himself among the Nairne Papers. 
Avanx says ‘‘II pourra partir ee soir a 
la unit; car je vois bien qu’il apprehende 
quMi ne .sera pas sur pour luy de partir 
en plein jour.” 
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He marclied first to Carrickfergiis. That town was held 
for Jaines by two regiments of infantry. Schomberg battered 
the walls ; and the Irish, after holding out a week, capitulated; 
i He promised that they should depart unharmed ; but he found 
it no easy matter to keep his word. The people of the town 
and neighbourhood were generally Protestants of Scottish 
extraction; They had suflfered much during the short ascend- 
ency of the native race; and what they had suffered they 
were now eager to retaliate. They assembled in great mul- 
titudes, exclaiming that the capitulation was nothing to 
them, and that they would be revenged. They soon pro- 
ceeded from words to blows. The Irish disarmed, stripped, 
and hustled, clung for protection to the English officers and 
soldiers. Schomberg with difficulty prevented a massacre 
by spurring, pistol in hand, through the throng of enraged 
colonists,* 

Prom Carrickfergus Schomberg proceeded to Lisburn, and 
thence, through towns left without an inhabitant, and over 
plains on which not a cow, nor a sheep, nor a stack of com 
was to be seen, to Loughbrickland. Here he was joined by 
three regiments of Enniskilleners, whose dress, horses, and 
arms looked strange to eyes accustomed to the pomp of re- 
news, but who in natural courage were inferior to no troops 
in the world, and who had, during months of constant watch- 
ing and skirmishing, acquired many of the essential qualities 
of soldiers.t 

Schomberg continued to advance towards Dublin through 
a desert. The few Irish troops which remained in the south 
of Ulster retreated before him, destroying as they retreated. 
Hewry, once a well built and thriving Protestant borough, he 
^ found a heap of smoking ashes. Carlingford too had perished. 
The spot where the town had once stood was marked only by 
the massy remains of the old Horman castle. Those who 
ventured to wander from the camp reported that the country, 
as far as they could explore it, was a wilderness. There were 
cabins, but no inmates : there was rich pasture, but neither 
flock nor herd : there were cornfields : but the harvest lay on 

the ground soaked with rain. J 

While Schomberg was advancing through a vast solitude, 

^ the Irish forces were rapidly assembling from every quarter* 

* Story’s Impartial History of tlie by Maepherson. 

Wars of Ireland, 1693; Life of James, f Story’s Impartial History, 
ii. 374.; Ayaiix, Sept. ^.1689; Nihell’s J Ibidr 
Journal, printed in 1689, and reprinted 
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On tlie tentli of September tbe royal standard of James was 
unfurled on the tower of Drogheda ; and beneath it were soon 
collected twenty thousand fighting men, the infantry gene- 
rally bad, the cavalry generally good, but both infantry and 
cavalry full of zeal for their country and their religion.* The 
troops were attended as usual by a great multitude of camp 
followers, armed with scythes, half pihes, and skeans. By 
this time Schomberg had reached Dundalk. The distance 
between the two armies was not more than a long day’s 
march. It was therefore generally expected that the fate of 
the island would speedily be decided by a pitched battle. 

In both camps, all who did not understand war were eager 
to fight ; and, in both camps, the few who had a high repu- 
tation for military science were against fighting. ISTeither 
Eosen nor Schomberg wished to put everything on a cast. 
Each of them knew intimately the defects of his own army ; 
and neither of them was fully aware of the defects of the 
other’s army. Eosen was certain that the Irish infantiy were 
worse equipped, worse officered, and worse drilled, than any 
infantry that he had ever seen from the Gulf of Bothnia to 
the Atlantic I and he supposed that the English troops were 
well trained, and were, as they doubtless ought to have been, 
amply provided with everything necessary to their efficiency. 
ISTumbers, he rightly judged, would avail little against a great 
superiority of arms and discipline. He therefore advised 
James to fall back, and even to abandon Dublin to the enemy 
rather than hazard a battle the loss of which would be the 
loss of all. Athlone was the best place in the kingdom for a 
determined stand. The passage of the Shannon might be 
defended till the succours which Melfort had been charged to 
solicit came from Erance ; and those succours would change 
the whole character of the war. But the Irish, with Tyr- 
connel at their head, were unanimous against retreating. The 
blood of the whole nation was up. James was pleased with 
the enthusiasm of his subjects, and positively declared that 
he would not disgrace, himself by leaving his capital to the 
invaders without a blow, t , 

In a few days it became clear that Schomberg had deter- 
mined not to fight. His reasons were weighty. He had some 
good Dutch and French troops. The Enniskilleners who had 


* Avanx, Sepfc. 1689 ; Stores Im- twenty thousand men. See also Dan- 
partial History; Infe of James, ii. 377, geau, Oct. 28. 1689. 

378. Orig. Mem. Story and James agree f Life of James, ii. 377, 378. Orig. 
in estimating the Irish army at ahoxxt Mem. 
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joined liim had sexyed a military apprenticeship, though not chap. 
ill a very regular manner. But the bull: of his army consisted . 
of English peasants who had just left their cottages. His Frauds 
musketeers had stiU to learn how to load their pieces : his 
dragoons had still to learn how to manage their horses ; and Commis- 
these inexperienced recruits were for the most part com- 
manded by officers as inexperienced as themselves. His 
troops were therefore not generally superior in discipline to 
the Irish, and were in number far inferior. Hay, he found 
that his men were almost as ill armed, as ill lodged, and as 
ill clad, as the Celts to whom they were opposed. The wealth 
of the English nation and the liberal votes of the English 
parliament had entitled him to expect that he should be abmi- 
dantly supplied with all the munitions of war. But he was 
cruelly disappointed. The administration had, ever since the 
death of Oliver, been constantly becoming more and more im- 
becile, more and more corrupt; and now the devolution reaped 
what the Eestoration had sown. A crowd of negligent or ra- 
venous functionaries, formed under Charles and James, plun- 
dered, starved, and poisoned the armies and fleets of William. 

Of these men the most important was Henry Shales, who, 
in the late reign, had been Comnnssary Greneral to the camp 
at Hounslow. It is difficult to blame the new government for 
continumg to employ him : for, in his own department, Ms 
experience far surpassed that of any other Englishman. Hn- 
fortunately, in the same school in which he had acquired his 
experience, he had learned the whole art of peculation. The 
beef and brandy which he furnished were so bad that the sol- 
diers turned from them with loathing : the tents were rotten : 
the clothing was scanty : the muskets broke in the handling. 

Great numbers of shoes were set down to the account of the 
government : but, two months after the Treasury had paid 
the biU, the shoes had not arrived in Ireland. The means 
of transporting baggage and artillery were almost entirely 
wanting. An ample number of horses had been purchased 
in England with the public money, and had been sent to the 
banks of the Dee. But Shales had let them out for harvest 
work to the farmers 5f Cheshire, had pocketed the hire, and 
had left the troops in TJlster to get on as they best might.*^' 
Schomberg thought that, if he should, with an iU trained and 
ill appointed army, risk a battle against a superior force, he 
might not improbably be defeated ; and he knew that a de- 


* See Grey’s Dehutos, Nov. 26, 27, 28. Lieutenant and one of liis Deputies, 
1689, and the Dialogue between a Lord 1692. 


IBS 


HISfOEY OF EKGIuWD. 


CHAP, feat miglit be followed by the loss of one kingdom, perhaps 
- by the loss of three kingdoms. He therefore made np his 
mind to stand on the defensive till Ms men had been disci- 
plined, and till reinforcements and supplies should arrive. 

He entrenched himself near Dundalk in such a manner that 
he conld not be forced to fight against his will. James, em- 
boldened by the caution of his adversary, and disregarding the 
advice of Eosen, advanced to Ardee, appeared at the head of 
the whole Irish army before the English lines, drew up horse, 
foot, and artillery, in order of battle, and displayed his 
banner. The English were impatient to fall on. But their 
general had made np his mind, and was not to be moved by 
the bravadoes of the enemy or by the murmurs of his own 
soldiers. During some weeks he remained secure within his 
defences, while the Irish lay a few miles off. He set himself 
assiduously to drill those new levies which formed the greater 
part of his army. He ordered the musketeers to be constantly 
exercised in firing, sometimes at marks, and sometimes by 
platoons ; and, from the way in which they at first acquitted 
themselves, it plainly appeared that he had judged wisely in 
not leading them out to battle. It was found that not one in 
four of the English soldiers could manage his piece at all ; and 
whoever succeeded in discharging it, no matter in what direc- 
tion, thought that he had performed a great feat. 

Conspiracy Y^ile the Duke was thus employed, the Irish eyed his camp 
Sicfi ^ without daring to attack it. But within that camp soon 
troops appeared two evils more terrible than the foe, treason and 
pestilence. Among the best troops under his command were 
service. the Erench exiles. And now a grave doubt arose touching 
their fidelity. The real Hnguenot refugee indeed might safely 
be trusted. The dislike with wMch the most zealous English 
Protestant regarded the House of Bourbon and the Church of 
Eome was a lukewarm feeling when compared with that in- 
extinguishable hatred which glowed in the bosom of the per- 
secuted, dragooned, expatriated Calvinist of Languedoc. Hie 
Irish had already remarked that the Erench heretic neither 
gave nor took quarter.* How, however, it was found that 
with those emigrants who had sacrificed everything for the 
reformed religion were intermingled emigrants of a very dif- 
ferent sort, deserters who had run away from their standards 
in the Low Countries, and had coloured their crime by pre- 

* Nilieirs Journal. A French officer, nets font plus de mal que les Anglois, et 

in a letter to Avaux, •written soon after tiient force Catholiques jK>ur avoir fait 
Schomberg’s landing, saySy ** Les Hugue- resistance.’^ 
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tending tliat tliey were Protestants, and that tlieir conscience 
would not snffer tliem to figM for the persecutor of their 
Church, Some of these men, hoping that by a second treason 
they might obtain both pardon and reward, opened a corre- 
spondence with Avaux. The letters were intercepted; and 
a formidable plot was brought to light. It appeared that, if 
Sehomberg had been weak enough to yield to the importunity 
of those who wished him to give battle, several French com- 
panies would, in fhe heat of the action, have fired on the 
English, ahd gone over to the enemy. Such a defection might 
well have produced a general panic in a better army than thac 
which was encamped under Dundalk. It was necessary to he 
severe. Six of the conspirators were hanged. Two hundred 
of their accomplices were sent in irons to England. Even 
after this winnowing, the refugees were long regarded by the 
rest of the army with unjust but not unnatural suspicion. 
During some days indeed there was great reason to fear that 
the enemy would be entertained with a bloody fight between 
the English soldiers and their French allies.* 

A few hours before the execution of the chief conspirators, 
a general muster of the army was held; and it was observed 
that the ranks of the English battalions looked tbin. From 
the first day of the campaign, there had been much sickness 
among the recruits : hut it was not till the time of the equinox 
that the mortality became alarming. The autumnal rains of 
Ireland are usually heavy; and this year they were heavier 
than usual. The whole country was deluged ; and the Duke’s 
camp became a marsh. The Enniskillen men were seasoned 
to the climate. The Dutch were accustomed to live in a 
country which, as a wit of that age said, draws fifty feet of 
water. They kept their huts dry and clean; and they had 
experienced and careful oj0S.cers who did not suffer them to 
omit any precaution. But the peasants of Yorkshire and 
Derbyshire had neither constitutions prepared to resist the 
pernicious influence, nor skill to protect themselves against it* 
The bad provisions famished by the Commissariat aggravated 
the maladies generated by the air, Eemedies were almost 
entirely wanting. The surgeons were few. The medicine 
chests contained little more than lint and plasters for wounds. 
The English sickened and died by hundreds. Even those who 

* Story; Narrative p-ansniitted by before Dundalk, there is in his MS. no 
Avanx to Seignelay, e!' London rneiition of the conspiracy among the 
Gazette, Oct. 14. 1680*.* It is cnriuus Drench, 
that, though Diiinont was in the camp 


139 


■CHAP, 

XIV. 


Pestilencti 
hr the 
PnglisU 
army. 


140 


IIISTOEY 0 ¥ ExTOLAXI) 


CHAP, were not smitten bytlie pestilence were imneryed and dejected, 
. and, instead of putting fortli tlie energy wHoi. is the heritage 
of our race, awaited their fate with the helpless apathy of 
Asiatics. It was in vain that Schomherg tried to teach them 
to improve their habitations, and to cover the wet earth with 
a thick carpet of fern. Exertion had become more dreadful to 
them than death. It was not to be expected that men who 
would not help themselves should help each other. Nobody 
asked and nobody showed compassion. Eamiliarity with 
ghastly spectacles produced a hardheartedness and a desperate 
impiety of which an example will not easily be found even in 
the history of infectious diseases. of the sick were 

drowned by the blasphemy and ribaldry of their comrades. 
Sometimes, seated on the body of a wretch who had died in 
the morning, might be seen a wretch destined to die before 
night, cursing, singing loose songs, and swallowing usque- 
baugh to the health of the devil. When the corpses were 
taken away to be buried the survivors grumbled. A dead 
man, they said, was a good screen and a good stool. Why, 
when there was so abundant a supply of such useful articles 
of farniture, were people to be exposed to the cold air and 
forced to crouch on the moist ground.* 

Many of the sick were sent by the English vessels which lay 
off the coast to Belfast, where a great hospital had been pre- 
pared. But scarce half of them lived to the end of the voyage. 
More than one ship laj long in the bay of Carrickfergiis, 
heaped with carcasses, and exhaling the stench of death, 
without a living man on board, t 
The Irish army suffered much less. The kerne of Munster 
or Connaught was quite as well off in the camp as if he had 
been in his own mud cabin inhaling the vapours of his own 
quagmire. He natm^ally exulted in the distress of the Saxon 
heretics, and flattered himself that they would be destroyed 
without a blow. He heard with delight the guns pealing aE 
day over the graves of the English officers, tiE at length the 
funerals became too numerous to be celebrated with military 
pomp, and the mournful sounds were succeeded by a sEence 
more moumful stiE. 

The superiority of force was now so decidedly on the side of 
James that he could safely venture to detach five regiments 

* Story’s Impartial Histoiy; Dumont phlets both in verse and prose. See 
MS. The profaneness and dissoluteness particularly a Satire entitled Eeforma** 

of the camp during the sickness are tjon of Manners, part ii. 
mentioned in many contemporary pam- f Story’s Impartial History. 
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from Ms army, and to send tliem into Connauglit. Sarsfield CHAP, 
commanded tHeln. not, indeed, stand so Mglx as le 

deserved in tlie royal estimation. The King, witli an air of 
intellectnal superiority which must have made Avanx and 
Eosen bite their lips, prononnced him a brave fellow, but very 
scantily supplied with brains. It was not without great diffi- 
culty that the Ambassador prevailed on His Majesty to raise 
the best officer in the Irish army to the rank of Brigadier. 

Sarsfield now fully vindicated the favourable opinion which 
his French patrons had formed of him. He dislodged the 
English from Sligo ; and he effectually secured Gralway, which 
had been in considemble danger.*^ 

attack, however, was made on the English entrench- 
ments before Dundalk. In the midst of difficulties and dis- 
asters hourly multiplying, the great qualities of Schomberg 
appeared hourly more and more conspicuous. Not in the fuU 
tide of success, not on the field of Montes Claros, not under 
the walls of Maestricht, had he so well deserved the admira- 
tion of mankind. His resolution never gave way. His prudence 
never slept. His temper, in spite of manifold vexations and 
provocations, was always cheerful and serene. The effective 
men under his command, even if all were reckoned a^ effective 
who were not stretched on the earth by fever, did not now 
exceed five thousand. These were hardly equal to their or- 
dinary duty ; and yet it was necessary to harass them with 
double duty. Nevertheless so masterly were the old man’s 
dispositions that with this small force he faced during several 
weeks twenty thousand troops who were accompanied by a 
multitude of armed banditti. At length early in Ij'ovember xiie 
the Irish dispersed, and went to winter quarters. The Duke English 
then broke up his camp and retired into Ulster. Just as the 
remains of his army were about to move, a rumour spi^ead that winter 
the enemy was approaching in great force. Had this rumour 
been true, the danger would have been extreme. But the 
English regiments, though they had been reduced to a third 
part of their complement, and though the men who were in ' 
best health were hardly able to shoulder arms, showed a strange 
j oy and alacrity at the prospect of battle, and swore that the 
Papists should j^ay for all the misery of the last month. 

English,” Schomberg said, identifying himself goodliumoui*- 
edly with the people of the country which had adopted him, 

English have stomach enough for fighting. It is a 

Avanx, Oct. Hov. 1689 ; James, 3S2, 383. Orig. 

Story’s Inipartiai History; Life of Journal. 
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pity, tliat we M’e not as fond of some other j)arts of a soldier's 
business,” 

The alarm proved false. The Duke’s army departed tui- 
niolested: but the highway along which he retired presented 
a piteous and hideous spectacle. A long train of waggons 
laden with the sick jolted over the rugged pavement. At 
every jolt some wretched man gave up the ghost. The corpse 
was fltmg out and left unburied to the foxes and crows. The 
whole number of those who died^ in the camp at Dundalk, 
in the hospital at Belfast, on the road, and on the sea, 
amounted to above six thousand. The survivors were quar- 
tered for the winter in the towns and villages of IJlster. The 
general fixed his head quarters at Lisburn.'^ 

His conduct was variously judged. Wise and candid men 
said that he had surpassed himself, and that there was no 
other captain in Europe who, with raw troops, with ignorant 
officers, with scanty stores, having to contend at once against 
a hostile army of greatly superior force, against a viUanoijs 
commissariat, against a nest of traitors in his own camp, and 
against a disease more murderous than the sword, would have 
brought the campaign to a close without the loss of a flag or 
a gun. On the other hand, many of those newly commissioned 
majors and captains, whose helplessness had increased all his 
perplexities, and who had not one qualification for their post 
except personal coui^age, grumbled at the skill and patience 
which had saved them from destruction. Their complaints 
were echoed on the other side of Saint George’s Channel. 
Some of the murmuring, though unjust, was excusable. The 
parents, who had sent a gallant lad, in his first uiiiform, to 
fight his way to glory, might be pardoned if, when they 
learned that he had died on a wisp of straw without medical 
attendance, and had been buried in a swamp without any 
Christian or military ceremony, their affliction 'made, them 
hasty and unreasonable. But with the cry of bereaved families 
was mingled another cry much less respectable. All the 
hearers and tellers of news abused the general who furnished 
them with so little news to hear and to tell. For men of 
that sort are so greedy after excitement that they far more 


* Story’s Impartial History; Sehom- 
berg’s Despatches ; Nihell’s Joiirnal, and 
James’s Life ; Burnet, ii. 20. ; Dangeaii s 
journal during this autumn ; the Narra- 
tive sent by Avaiix to Seignelay, and the 
Dumont MS. The lying of the London 
Oazette is monstrous. Through the 
whole autumn the troops are constantly 


said to he in good condition. In the ab- 
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assailants to the rout, aiicl then drop 
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readily forgive a commander wlio loses a battle tban a com- 
mander wko declines one, Tbe politicians who delivered tbeir 
oracles from tlie thickest cloud of tobacco smoke at Garro- 
way’s^ confidently asked, without knowing anything, either 
of war in general, or of Irish war in particular, why Schom- 
berg did not fight. They could not venture to say that he 
did not understand his calling. He had, in his day, they 
acknowledged, been an excellent officer: but he was very old. 
He seemed to bear his years well : but his faculties were not 
what they had been : his memory was failing | and it was well 
known that he sometimes forgot in the afternoon what he had 
done in the morning. It may be doubted whether there ever 
existed a human being whose mind was quite as firmly toned 
4- at eighty as at forty. But that Schomberg^s intehectuai 
powers had been little impaired by years is sufficiently proved 
by his despatches, which are still extant, and which are models 
of official writing, terse, perspicuous, ftill of important facts 
and weighty reasons, compressed into the smallest possible 
number of words. In those despatches he sometimes alluded, 
not angrily, but with calm disdain, to the censures thrown 
upon his conduct by shallow bahhlers, who, never having seen 
any military operation more important than the relieving of 
the gmard at Whitehall, imagined that the easiest thing in 
the world was to gain great victories in any situation and 
against any odds, and by sturdy patriots who were convinced 
that one English carter or thresher, who had not yet learned 
how to load a gun or port a pike, was a match for any six 
musketeers of King Lewis’s household.^ 

Unsatisfactory as had been the results of the campaign in 
Ireland, the results of the maritime- operations of the year 
were more unsatisfactory still. It had been confidently ex- 
pected that, on the sea, England, allied with Holland, wo-old 
ha-^e been far more than a match for the power of Lewis: 
but everything went wrong. Herbert had, after the unim- 
portant skirmish of Baiitry Bay, returned with his squadron 
to Portsmouth. There he found that he had not lost the good 
opinion either of the public or of the government. The House 
of Commous thanked him for his services; and he received 
signal marks of the favour of the Crown. He had not been at 
the coronation, and had therefore missed his share of the re- 
p wards which, at the time of that eoieinnity, had ' been distii-. 
buted among the chief agerits in the Eev The omission 

was now repaired; and he was created Earl of Torrington. 

* See Lis despateKes m tlie Appendix to Dulryjnple’s Memoirs. 
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Tlie King went down to Portsmontli, dined on "board of tlie 
AdiniraPs flag sHp, expressed tlie fullest confidence in tlie 
yalonr and loyalty of tte navy, knighted two gallant captains, 
Olondesley Shovel and John Ashby, and ordered a donative 
to be divided among the seamen.* i 

We cannot jnstly blame William for having a high opinion 
of Torrington. For Torrington was generally regarded as 
one of the bravest and most skilM officers in the navy. He | 
had been promoted to the rank of Bear Admiral of England 
by James, who, if he understood anything, understood mari- 
time affairs. That place and other lucrative places Torrington 
had relinquished when he found that he could retain them 
only by submitting to be a tool of the Jesuitical cabal. hTo 
man had taken a more active, a more hazardous, or a moi-o • * 
useful part in effecting the Revolution. It seemed*, therefore, 
that no man had fairer pretensions to be put at the head of 
the naval administration. Tet no man could be more unfit 
for such a post. His morals had always been loose, so loose 
indeed that the firmness with which in the late reign he had 
adhered to his religion had excited much surprise. His 
glorious disgrace indeed seemed to have produced a salutary 
effect on his character. In poverty and exile he rose from a 
voluptuary into a hero. But, as soon as prosperity returned, I 
the hero sank again into a voluptuary ; and the relapse was 
deep and hopeless. The nerves of his mind, which had been 
during a short time braced to a high tone, were now so much 
relaxed by vice that he was utterly incapable of selfdenial or 
of strenuous exertion. The vulgar courage of a foremast man ^ 
he still retained. But both as Admiral and as First Lord of 
the Admiralty he was utterly inefficient. Month after month 
the fleet which should have been the terror of the seas lay in 
harbour while he was diverting himself in London. The I 
sailors, punning upon Ms new title, gave him the name of | 
Lord Tarry-in-Town. When lie came on shipboa.rd he was j 
accompanied by a bevy of courtesans. There was scarcely an | 
hour of the day or of the night when he was not under the j 
influence of claret. Being insatiable of pleasure, he neees- | 
sarily became insatiable of wealth. Yet he loved flattery ; 
almost as much as either wealth or pleasure. He had long ' 
been ill the habit of exacting the most abject homage from 
those who were under Ms command. His flag shiji was a little •? 
Versailles. He expected his captains to attend him to his 
cabin when he went to bed, and to assemble every ninrniiig 

^ London Gazette, May 20. 1689. 
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at his levee. He even suffered them to dress him. One of CTTA 
them combed bis flowing wig; another stood ready with the 
embroidered coat. snch a chief there could be no 

discipline. His tars passed their time in rioting among the 
rabble of Portsmouth. Those officers who had won his favour 
bj servility and adulation easily obtained leave of absence, 
and spent weeks in London, revelling in taverns, scouring the 
streets, or making love to the masked ladies in the pit of the 
theatre. The victuallers soon found out with whom they had 
to deal, and sent down to the fleet casks of meat which dogs 
would not touch, and barrels of beer which smelt worse than 
Mlge water. Meanwhile the British Channel seemed to be 
abandoned to French rovers. Our merchantmen were hoarded 
in sight of the ramparts of Plymouth. The sugar fleet from 
the "West Indies lost seven ships. The whole value of the 
prizes taken by the cruisers of the enemy in the immediate 
neighbourhood of our island, while Torrington was engaged 
with his bottle and his haram, was estimated at six hundred 
thousand pounds. So difficult was it to obtain the convoy of 
a man of war, except hy giving immense bribes, that our 
traders were forced to hire the services of Dutch privateers, 
and found these foreign mercenaries much more useful and 
much less greedy than the officers of our own royal navy.* 

The only department with which no fault could be found Conti- 
was the department of Foreign Affairs. There William was 
his own minister ; and, where he was his own minister, there 
were no delays, no blunders, no jobs, no treasons. The 
difficulties with which he had to contend were indeed great. 

Even at the Hague he had to encounter an opposition which 
all his wisdom and firmness could, with the strenuous support 
of Heinsius, scarcely overcome. The English were not aware 
that, while they were murmuring at their Sovereign’s par- 
tiality for the land of his birth, a strong party in Holland was 
murmuring at his partiality for the land of his adoption. ' 

The Dutch ambassadors at Westminster complained that the 
terms of alliance which he proposed were derogatory to the 
dignity and prejudicial to the interests of the republic ; that 
wherever the honour of the English flag was concerned, he 
was punctilious and obstinate ; that he peremptorily insisted 
on an article which interdicted all trade with France, and 

* Commons' Journals, Not. 13. 23. Reformation of Manners, a Satire, tiie 
1689; Grey’s Del)ates, Nov. 13, 14. 18. Mock Mourners, a Satire. See also 


23. 1689. See among numerous pas- Repyt 
cpn'nadcs, the Parable of the Eearbaiting, 1683. 
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wMcli could not but be grieyoiislj felt on tbe Excbange of 
Amsterdam ; that, when tbe expressed a tope tbat the 
Navigation Act ■wonld be repealed^ he burst out a laughing^ 
and told them that the thing was not to be thought o£ He ^ 
carried aU his points; and a solemn contract was made bj 
which England and the Batavian federation bound themselves 
to stand firmly by each other against Erance^ and not to 
make peace except by nantual consent. But one of the Butch 
plenipotentiaries declared that he was afraid of being one day 
held np to obloquy as a traitor for conceding so much ; and 
the signature of another plainly appeared to have been traced 
by a hand shaking with emotion.’^ 

Meanwhile nnder William’s skilful management a treaty of 
alliance had been concluded between the States General and 
the Emperor. To that treaty Spain and England gave in 
their adhesion; and thus the four great powers which had 
long been bound together by a fiiendly understanding were 
bound together by a formal contract.f 

But before that formal contract had been signed and sealed, 
all the contracting parties were in arms. Early in ‘the year 
1689 war was raging all over the Continent from the Hsemiis 
to the Pyrenees. France, attacked at once on every side, 
made on every side a vigorous defence; and her Turkish 
allies kept a great German force fully employed in Servia and 
Bulgaria. On the whole, the results of the inilitary opera- 
tions of the summer were not unfavomable to the confeder- 
ates. Beyond the Danube, the Christians, xmder Prince 
Lewis of Baden, gained a succession of victories over the 
Mnssnlmans. In the passes of Eoussillon, the Preneh troops 
contended without any decisive advantage against the martial 
peasantry of Catalonia. One German army, led by the % 
Elector of Bavaria, occupied the Archbishopric of Cologne. 
Another was commanded by Charles, Duke of Lori’aine, a 
sovereign who, driven fi:om his own dominions by the arms 
of Prance, had turned soldier of fortune, and had, as such, 
obtained both distinction and revenge. He marched against 
the devastators of the Palatinate, forced them to retire be- 
hind the Ehiiie, and, after a long siege, took the important 
and strongly fortified, city of Mentz. 

^ The best account of these negotia- found in Dumont’s Corps Diplomatique, 
tions will be found in Wagenaar, Ixi. They were signed in August 1689, 

He had access toWitsen’s papers, and f The treaty between tlie Emperor 
has quoted largely from them. It was and the States General is dated May 12. 
Witsen who signed in Tiolent agitation, 1689. It will be found in Dumont's 
** 20 als,” he says, “ myne beevende hand Corps Diplomatique, 
getnigen kan.” The treaties will be 
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Between tlie Sambre and tlie Meuse tlie Freiicli/ com- CHAE 

■ manded bj: Marslxal. Hnmieres^^ were opposed to the, Dntcb, ' 

commaiided by the Prince of ' Waldeek^ an officer who had 
>'4 long serYed the .States General with fidelity and ability, 
though not always with good' fortune, and who stood high 
in the estiimtion of William. Tinder Waldeck’s orders' was 
Marlborough, to whom William had confided an English, 
brigade consisting of the best regiments of the old army of 
James. ■ Second to Marlborough in command, and' second 
also in professional skill, was Thomas Talmash, a brare 
soldier, destined to a fate never to be mentioned without 
shame and indignation. Between the army of Waldeck and 
^ the army of Huinieres no general action took place: but in a 
^ succession of combats the advantage was on the side of the 
confederates. Of these combats the most important took 
place at Walcourt on the fifth of August. The French at- Skimisliat 
tacked an outpost defended by the English brigade, were 
vigoronsly repulsed, and were forced to retreat in confusion, 
abandoning a few field pieces to the conquerors and leaving 
more than six hundred corpses on the ground. Marlborough, 

^ on this as on every similar occasion, acquitted himself like 
a valiant and skilful captain. The Coldstream Guards com- 
manded by Talmash, and the regiment which is now called 
the sixteenth of the line, commanded by Colonel Eohert 
Hodges, distinguished themselves highly. The Eoyal regi- 
ment too, which had a few months before set up the standard 
of rebellion at Ipswich, proved on this day that William, in 
freely pardoning that great fault, had acted not less wisely 
than generously. The testimony which Waldeck in his des- 
patch bore to the gallant conduct of the islanders was read 
with delight by their countrymen. The fight indeed was no 
more than a skirmish : but it was a sharp and bloody skir- 
mish. There had within living memory been no equally 
serious encounter between the English and French; and om* 
ancestors were naturally elated by finding that many years 
of inaction and vassalage did not appear to have enervated 
the conrage of the nation.* 

The Jacobites however discovered in the events of the cam- impn- 
paign abundant matter for invective. Marlborough was, not 
^ without reason, the object of their bitterest hatred. Inhis be- on Mari- 
" haviour on a field of battle malice itself could find little to cen- 

See tlie despat cli of Waldeck ill the Boot ; Bangeaii, Ang. 28.; Monthly 
London Gazette, Aug. 26. 1686; His- Mercury, September 1689. 
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sure: bnt there were other parts of Ms conduct wMcli presented 
a fair mart for ohloqny. Avarice is rarely the vice of a young 
man : it is rarely the vice of a great man : hut Marlborough 
was one of the few who have, in the Hoorn of youth, loved 
lucre more than wine or women, and who have, at the height 
of greatness, loved lucre more than power or fame. All the 
precious gifts which nature had lavished on him he valued 
chiefly for what they would fetch. At twenty he made money 
of his beauty and his vigonr. At sixty he made money of his 
genins and his glory. The applauses which were justly due 
to his conduct at Walcourt could not altogether drown the 
voices of those who muttered that, wherever a broad piece 
was to be saved or got, this hero was a mei’e Euclio, a mere , 
Harpagon; that, though he drew a large allowance under 
pretence of beeping a public table, he never asked an officer 
to dinner ; that Ms muster rolls were fraudulently made up , 
that he pocketed pay in the names of men who had long been 
dead, of men who had been killed in Ms own sight four years 
before at Sedgemoor ; that there were twenty such names in 
one troop ; that there were thiify-six in another. N’othing 
but the union of dauntless courage and commanding powers ^ 
of mind with a bland temj^er and winning manners could 
have enabled him to gain and keej^, in spite of faults emi- 
nently unsolclierlike, the good will of his soldiers.* 

About the time at which the contending armies in every 
part of Einope were going into winter quarters, a new Pontiff 
ascended the chair of Saint Peter. Innocent the Eleventh 
was no more. His fate had been strange indeed. His con- 
scientious and fervent attachment to the Church of which he 
was the head had induced him, at one of the most critical 
conjimctures in her Mstory, to ally himself with her mortal ^ 
enemies. The news of Ms decease was received with concern 
and alarm by Protestant princes and commonwealths, and 
with joy and hope at Tersailles and Dublin. An extraordi- 
nary ambassador of high rank was instantly despatched by 
Lewis to Eome. The French garrison which had been placed 
ill Avignon was withdrawn. When the votes of the Conclave 
had been united in favour of Peter Ottobuoiii, an ancient 
Cardinal who assumed the appellation of Alexander the 
Eighth, the representative of France assisted at the iiistalla- ^ 
iion, bore up the co^e of the new Pontiff, and put into the 

* See tbe Dear Bargain, a Jacobite “after this wretch (Marlborough) to 
pamphlet, clandestinely printed in 1690. mention any other. All are imtoceiit 
“I have not patience,” says the writer, comparatively, even Kirke himself,” 
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tands of His Holiness a letter in wMch tlie Most Cliristian CHAP. 
King declared that lie renotmced the odious privilege of pro- . - 

tecting robbers and assassins. Alexander pressed the letter 
to his lips, embraced the bearer, and talked with raptnre of 
the near prospect of reconciliation. Lewis began to entertain 
a hope that the indnence of the Yatican might be exerted to 
dissolve the alliance between the House of Austria and the 
lieretical usurper of the English throne. James was even 
more sanguine. He was foolish enough to expect that the 
new Pope would give Mm money, and ordered Melfort, who 
had* now acquitted himself of Ms mission at Yersailles, to 
hasten to Eome, and beg His Holiness to contribute some- 
thing towards the good work of upholding pure religion in 
the British islands. But it soon appeared that Alexander, 
though he might hold language different from that of his 
predecessor, was determined to follow in essentials Ms pre- 
decessor’s policy. The original cause of the quarrel between 
the Holy See and Lewis was not removed. The King con- 
tinued to appoint prelates: the Pope continued to refuse 
them institution; and the consequence was that a fourth part 
of the dioceses of Prance had bishops who were incapable of 
performing any episcopal function.* 

The Anglican Church was, at this time, not less distracted The High 
than the Gallican Church. The first of August had been 
fixed by Act of Parliament as the day before the close of divided on 
which all beneficed clergymen and all persons holding aca- 
demical offices must, on pain of suspension, swear allegiance oaths, 
to William and Mary. During the earlier part of the sum- 
mer, the Jacobites had hoped that the number of iionjurors 
would be so considerable as seriously to alarm and embarrass 
the government. But tMs hope was disappointed. Pew 
indeed of the clergy were Whigs. Pew were Tories of that 
moderate school which acknowledged, reluctantly and with 
reserve, that extreme abuses might sometimes justify a nation 
ill resorting to extreme remedies. The great majority of the 
profession still held the doctrine of passive obedience: hut 
that majority was now divided into two sections. A question, 
which, before the Eevolution, had been mere matter of specu- 
lation, and had therefore, though sometimes incidentally 


^ See the Mercuries for September 
1689, and the four following months. 
See also Welwood’s Mercurius Kefor- 
inatiis of Sept. 18. Sept. 25. and Oet. 8. 
1G89. Melfort’s Instructions, and his 


memorials to the Pope and the Cardinal 
of Este, are among the Nairne Papers ; 
and some extracts have been printed by 
Macplierson, 
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CHAP, raised^ Been, by most persons^ very superficially considered^ 
. / had now become practically most important. Tbe doctrine 

of passive obedience being taken for granted^ to wbom was 
that obedience due? Wbile tbe hereditary right and tbe 
possession were conjoined, there was no room for doubt : but 
the hereditary right and the possession were now separated. 
One prince raised by the Eevolntion, was reigning at West- 
minster, passing laws, appointing magistrates and prelates, 
sending forth armies and fleets. His Judges decided -causes. 
His Sherifis arrested debtors, and ex:ec'ated criminals. Justice, 
order, property, would cease to exist, and society would be 
resolved into chaos, but for his Great Seal. Another prince, 
deposed by the Revolution, was living abroad. He conld ex- 
ercise none of the powers and perform none of the duties of 
a ruler, and could, as it seemed, be restored only by means as 
violent as those by which he had been displaced. To which 
of these two princes did Christian men owe allegiaaice? 
Arguments To a large part of the clergy it appeared that the plain 
the oiitiis^ letter of Scripture required them to submit to the Sovereign 
who was in possession, without troubling themselves about 
his title. The powers which the Apostle, in the text most 
familiar to the Anglican divines of that age, 23roiioniices to be 
ordained of God, are not the powers that can be traced back 
to a legitimate origin, but the powers that be. When Jesus 
was asked whether the chosen peoi^le might lawfully give 
tribute to Csesar, he replied by asking the questioners, not 
whether Caesar could make out a pedigree derived from the 
old royal house of Judah, but whether the coin which they 
scrupled to pay into Caesar’s treasury came from Cesar’s mint, 
in other words, whether Caesar actually possessed the authority 
and performed the functions of a ruler. 

It is generally held, with much ap];>earaiice of reason, that 
the most trustworthy comment on the text of the Gospels 
and Epistles is to he found in the practice of the primitive 
Christians, when that practice can he satisfactorily ascer- 
tained; and it so happened that the times diming which the 
Church is universally acknowledged to have been in the 
highest state of purity were times of frequent and violent 
political change. One at least of the Apostles appears to 
have lived to see four Emperors pulled down in little more 
than a year. Of the martyi*s of the tliird century a great 
proportion must have been able to renieniber ten or twelve 
revolutions. Those martyrs must have had occasion often to 
consider what was their duty towards a prince just raised to 
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power by a snccessM inslirrection Tbat they were, one and GHAP. 
ail, deterred by tbe fear of pimisbuoieiit from doing wbat tbey 
thougM right, is an imputation wMeli no candid infidel would 
tlr ow on them. Yet, if there be any proposition which can 
With perfect confidence be affirmed touching the early Ghiis- 
tians, it is this, that they never once refused obedience to any 
actual ruler on account of the illegitimacy of Ms title. Ai 
one time, indeed, the supreme power was claimed by twenty 
or thirty competitors. Every province from Britain to Egypt 
had its own Augustus. All these pretenders could not he 
rightM Emperors. Yet it does not appear that, in any place, 
the faithful had any scruple about submitting to the person 
who, in that place, exercised the imperial functions. While 
the Christian of Eome obeyed Aurelian, the Christian of Lyons 
obeyed Tetricus, and the Christian of Palmyra obeyed Zenobia, 

Day and night,”— such were the words wMch the great 
Cyprian, Bishop of Caid^hage, addressed to the representative 
of Valerian and Gallienus, — day and night do we Christians 
pray to the one true God for the safety of our Emperors.” 

Yet those Emperors had a few months before pulled down 
their predecessor jEmilianus, who had pulled down his pre- 
decessor Gallus, who had climbed to power on the ruins of 
the house of his predecessor Decius, who had slain Ms pre- 
decessor Philip, who had slain his predecessor Gordian. Was 
it possible to believe that a saint, who had, in the short space 
of thirteen or fourteen years, home true allegiance to this 
series of rebels and regicides, would have made a scMsm in 
the Christian body rather than acknowledge King William 
and Queen Mary? A hundred times those Anglican divines 
who had taken the oaths challenged their more scrupulous 
brethren to cite a single instance in which the primitive 
Church had refused obedience to a successful usurper 5 and a 
hundred times the challenge was evaded. The nonjurors had 
little to say on this head, except that precedents were of no 
force when opposed to principles, a proposition which came 
with but a bad grace from a school which had always pro- 
fessed an almost superstitious reverence for the authority of 
the Fathers.* 

^ vSee the Answer of a Nonjiiror to pitiable shifts, the argument drawn hy 
the Bisliop of Sarimi’s challenge in the a more compliant dhine from the prae- 
Appendix to the Life of Kettlewell. tice of the primitiTe Church, proceeds 
Among the Tanner MSS. in the Bodleian thus : “ Suppose the primitive Christians 
Library is a paper which, as Saneroft all along, from the time of the very 
thought it w'orth preserving, I venture Apostles, had been as regardless of their 
to quote. The waiter, a strong non- oaths hy former princes as he suggests, 
iuror, after trying to evade, by many wdil he therefore say that their practice 
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To precedents drawn from later and more corrtipt times 
little respect was due, But^ even in tlie Mstory of later and 
more corrupt times, tlie nonjurors could not easily find any 
precedent tliat could serve tlieir purpose. In our own country 
many Kings, wlio Lad not tlie liereditary rigM, liad filled tlie 
tlirone : but it bad never been thought inconsistent with tlie 
duty of a Christian to be a true liegeman to such Kings* The 
usurpation of Henry the Kourth, the more odious usurpation 
of Eichard the Third, had produced no schism in the Church. 
As soon as the usurper was fi.rm in his seat, Bishops had done 
homage to him for their domains: Convocations had pre- 
sented addresses to him, and granted him supplies ; nor had 
any casuist ever pronounced that such submission to a prince 
in possession was deadly sin.^ 

With the practice of the whole Christian world the au- 
thoritative teaching of the Church of England appeared to 
be- in strict harmony. The Homily on Wilful Eebellion, a 
discourse which inculcates, in nnmeasnred terms, the duty of 
obeyiug rulers, speaks of none bnt actual rulers. Hay, the 
people are distinctly told in that Homily that they are bound 
to obey, not only their legitimate jirince, but any usurper 
whom God shall in ang’er set over them for their sins. And 
surely it would be the height of absurdity to say that we 
must accept submissively such usurpers as God sends in 
anger, but must pertinaciously withhold our obedience from 
usurpers whom He sends in mercy. Grant that it was a 
crime to invite the Prince of Orange over, a crime to join 
him, a crime to make him King ; yet what was the whole 
history of the Jewish nation and of the Christian Church but 
a record of cases in which Providence had brought good out 
of evil? And what theologian would assert that, in such 

is to be a rule ? Ill things bare been Eiebard the Third. It bo found in 
done, and very generally abetted, by men Wilkins’s Concilia. Bryden, in his fine 
of otherwise very orthodox principles.” rifadmento of one of the finest passages 
The argument from the practice of the in the Prologue to the Canterbury Tabs, 
primitive Christians is very strongly put represents the Good Parson as choosing 
in a tract entitled The Doctrine of Non- to resign his benefice rather than ae- 
resistance or Passive Obedience No Way knowledge the Duke of Lancaster to he 
concerned in the Controversies now de- King of England. For this represcnta- 
pendiiig between the Williamites and the tion no warrant can be found in Chaucer’s 
Jacobites, by a Lay Gentleman, of the Poem, or anywhere else. Bryden vished 
Communion of the Church of England, to write something that would gall the 
as by Law establish’d, 1689. The author clergy who had taken the oaths, and 
of this tract was Edmund Bohun, whom therefore attributed to a Eoman Catholic 
I shall have occasion to mention here- priest of the fourteenth century a super- 
after. stition which originated among the An- 

* One of the most adulato^ addresses glican priests of the seventeenth century, 
ever voted hy a Convocation was to 
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cases, we onglit, from abliorrence of the evil, to reject the 
goodP 

On these groniids a large body of diYines, still asserting 
the doctrine that to resist the Sovereign must always be 
sinfal, conceived that William was now the Sovereign whom 
it would be sinful to resist. 

To these arguments the nonjnrors replied that Saint Paul 
must have meant by the powers that be the rightfol powers 
that be ; and that to put any other interpretation on his 
words would be to outrage common sense, to dishonour re- 
ligion, to give scandal to weah believers, to give an occasion 
of triumph to ^coffers. The feelings of all mankind must be 
shocked by the proposition that, as soon as a Eing, however 
clear his title, however wise and good his administration, is 
expelled hy traitors, all his servants are hound to abandon 
him, and to range themselves on the side of his enemies. In 
all ages and nations, fidelity to a good cause in adversity had 
been regarded as a virtue. In ah ages and nations, the 
politician whose practice was always to be on the side which 
was uppermost had been despised. This new Toryism was 
worse than Whiggism. To break through the ties of alle- 
giance because the Sovereign was a tyrant was doubtless a 
very great sin : but it was a sin for which specious names 
and pretexts might be found, and into which a brave and 
generons man, not instructed in divine truth and guarded 
by divine grace, might easily fall. But to break through the 
ties of allegiance merely because the Sovereign was unfortu- 
nate was not only wicked, but dirty. Could any imbeliever 
offer a greater insult to the Scriptures than by asserting that 
the Scriptures had enjoined on Christians as a sacred duty 
what the light of nature had taught heathens to regard as 
the last excess of baseness? In the Scriptures was to be 
found the history of a Eing of Israel, driven from his palace 
by an unnatural son, and compelled to fly beyond Jordan. 
David, like James, had the right : Absalom, like William, 
had the possession. Would any student of the sacred 
writings dare to affirm that the conduct of Shimei on that 
occasion was proposed as a pattern to be imitated, and that 
Barziliai, who loyally adhered to his fugitive master, was 
resisting the ordinance of Grod, and receiving to himself 
damnation ? Would any true son of the Church of England 
seriously maintain that a man who was a strenuous royal- 
ist till after the battle of Easeby, who then went over to the 
Parliament, who, as soon as the Parliament had been purged. 
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CHAP, ‘became an obsequious servant of tbe Bnmp^ and wlio^ as soon 
. as tbe Enmp had been ejected, professed Mmself a faithful 
subject of the Protector, was more deserving of the respect 
of Christian men than the stout old Cavalier who bore true 
fealty to Charles the Pirst in prison and to Charles the 
Second in exile, and who was ready to put lands, liberty, life, 
in peril, rather than acknowledge, by word or act, the au- 
thority of any of the upstart governments which, during that 
evil time, obtained possession of a power not legitimately 
theirs ? And what distinction was there between that case 
and the case which had now arisen? That Cromwell had 
actually enjoyed as much power as William, i]^y much more 
power than William, was quite certain. That the power of 
William, as well as the power of Cromwell, had an illegiti- 
mate origin, every divine who held the doctrine of nonresist- 
ance would admit. How then was it possible for such a 
divine to deny that obedience had been due to Cromwell, and 
yet to affirm that it was due to William? To suppose that 
there could be such inconsistency without dishonesty would 
be, not charity, bnt weakness. Those who were determined 
to coin|)ly with the Act of Parliament would do better to 
speak out, and to say, what everybody knew, that they com- 
plied simply to save their benefices. The motive was no 
donbt strong. That a clergyman who was a husband and a 
father shonld look forward with dread to the first of August 
and the first of Pebruary was natural. But he would do 
well to remember that, however terrible might be the day of 
suspension and the day of deprivation, there would assuredly 
come two otker days more terrible stiU, the day of death and 
the day of judgment."^ 

The swearing clergy, as they were called, were not a little 
perplexed by this reasoning. ITothing embarrassed them 
more than the analogy which the noiijurors were never weary 
of pointing out between the usurpation of Cromwell and the 
usur]3ation of WiUiam. ■ Por there , was in that age no High 
Churchman who would not have thought himself rediicetl to 
an absurdity, if lie had been reduced to the necessity of say- 
ing that the Church had commanded her sons to obey Groin- 
well. And yet it was impossible to prove that William was 
more fully in possession of supreme power than Cromwell 
had been. The swearers therefore avoided comiiig to close 

^ See the Defence of the ProfeBsion made upon his Deathbed concerning 
•which the Right Eeverend Father in God Passive Obedience and the Hew Oaths. 
John Lake, Lord Rishop of Chichester, 1690. 
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quarters witL the noiijiirors on this pointy as carefully as the 
iioiijurors avoided coming to close quarters with the swear- 
ers on the question touching the practice of the prunitive 
Church. 

The truth is that the theory of government which had long 
been taught by the clergy was so absurd that it could lead to 
nothing but absurdity. Whether the priest who adhered to 
that theory swore or refused to swear, he was alike unable to 
give a rational explanation of his conduct. If he swore, he 
could vindicate his swearing only by laying down propositions 
against which every honest heart instinctively revolts, only 
by proclaiming that Christ had commanded the Church to 
desert the righteous cause as soon as that cause ceased to 
prosper, and to strengthen the hands of successful villany 
against afflicted virtue. And yet, strong as were the objec- 
tions to this doctrine, the objections to the doctrine of the 
nonjuror were, if possible, stronger still. According to him, 
a Christian nation ought always to be in a state of slavery or 
ill a state of anarchy. Something is to be said for the man 
who sacrifices liberty to preserve order. Something is to be 
said for the man who sacrifices order to preserve liberty, 
For liberty and order are two of the greatest blessings which 
a society can enjoy; and, when unfortunately they appear to 
be incompatible, much indulgence is due to those who take 
either side. But the nonjuror sacrificed, not liberty to order, 
not order to liberty, but both liberty and order to a super- 
stition as stupid and degrading as the Egyptian worship of 
cats and onions. While a particular person, differing from 
other persons by the mere accident of birth, was on the 
throne, though he might be a Nero, there was to be no in- 
subordination. When any other person was on the throne,, 
though he might be an Alfred, there was to be no obedience. 
It mattered not how frantic and wicked might be the admi- 
nistration of the dynasty which had the hereditary title, or 
how wise and virtuous might be the administration of a go- 
vernment sprung from a revolution. Nor could any time of 
limitation be pleaded against the claim of the expelled family. 
The lapse of years, the lapse of ages, made no change. To 
the end of the world, Christians were to regulate their poli- 
tical conduct simply according to the pedigree of their ruler. 
The year 1800, the year 1900, might find princes who derived 
their title from the votes of the Convention reigning in peace 
and xu’Osx)erity. No matter: they would still be usm-pers ; 
and, if, in the twentieth or twenty-first century, any person 
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wlio could make out a better riglit by Hood to tbe crown 
skonld call on a late posterity to acknowledge Mm as King, 
tke call must be obeyed on peril of eternal perdition, 

A WMg might weE enjoy the thought that the contro- 
versies which had arisen among his adversaries had esta- 
blished the soundness of his own political creed. The dis- 
putants who had long agreed in accusing him of an impious 
error had now effectually vindicated him, and refated one an- 
other. The High Churchman who took the oaths had shown 
by hrefragable arguments firom the Gospels and the Epistles, 
from the uniform practice of the primitive Church, and from 
the explicit declarations of the Anglican Church, that Chiis- 
tians were not in aU cases bound to pay obedience to the 
prince who had the hereditary title. The High Churchman 
who would not take the oaths had shown as satisfactorEj 
that Christians were not in all cases bound to pay obedience 
to the prince who was actually reigning. It followed that, 
to entitle a government to the allegiance of subjects, some- 
thing was necessary different from mere legitimacy, and dif- 
ferent also from mere possession. What that something was 
the Whigs had no difficulty in pronouncing. In their view, 
the end for wMch all governments had been instituted was 
the hajipiness of society. While the magistrate was, on the 
whole, notwithstanding some faults, a minister for good, 
Eeason taught mankind to obey him ; and Eeligioii, giving 
her solemn sanction to the teaching of Eeasoii, commanded 
manl?:md to revere him as divinely commissioned. But if he 
proved to be a minister for evil, on what grounds was he to 
be considered as divinely commissioned ? The Tories who 
swore had proved that he ought not to be so considered on 
account of the origin of his power : the Tories who would 
not swear had proved as clearly that he ought not to be so 
considered on account of the existence of his power. 

Some violent and acrimonious Whigs triumphed ostenta- 
tiously and with merciless insolence over the perplexed and 
divided priesthood. The nonjuror they generally affected to 
regard with contemptuous pity as a dull and perverse, but 
sincere, bigot, whose absurd practice was in harmony with 
his absurd theory, and who might plead, in excuse for the 
infatuation which impehed him to ruin his country, that 
the same infatuation had impelled him to ruin himself. They 
reserved their sharpest taunts for those divines who, having, 
in the days of the Exclusion Bill and the Eye House plot, 
been distinguished by zeal for the divine and indefeasible 
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rigM of tlie Hereditary Soyereign^ were now ready to swear CHAP, 
fealty to an nsiirper. Was tMs tHen tHe real sense of all 
those s-aHlime phrases which had resounded during twenty- 
nine years from inmimerable pulpits P Had the thousands of 
clergymen;, who had so loudly boasted of the imchangeable 
loyalty of their order^ really meant only that their loyalty 
would remain unchangeable till the next change of fortune P 
It was idle, it was impndent in them to pretend that their 
present conduct was consistent with their former language. 

If any Eeverend Doctor had at length been convinced that 
he had been in the wrong, he surely ought, by an open re- 
cantation, to make all the amends now possible to the per- 
secuted, the calumniated, the murdered defenders of liberty. 

If he was still convinced that his old opinions were sound, 
he ought manfully to east in his lot with the nonjurors. 

Respect, it was said, is due to him who ingenuously confesses 
an error : respect is due to him who courageously suffers for 
an error : but it is difficult to respect a minister of religion, 
who, while asserting that he still adheres to the principles 
of the Tories, saves his benefice by taking an oath which can 
be honestly taken only on the principles of the Whigs. 

These reproaches, though perhaps not altogether unjust, 
were unseasonable. The wiser and more moderate Whigs, 
sensible that the throne of William could not stand firm if it 
had not a wider basis than their own party, abstained at this 
conjuncture from sneers and invectives, and exerted them- 
selves to remove the scruples and to soothe the irritated^ 
feelings of the clergy. The collective power of the rectors 
and vicars of England was immense ; and it was much better 
that they should swear for the most flimsy reason which 
could be devised by a sophist than that they should not 
swear at all. 

It soon became clear that the arguments for swearing, A great 
backed as they were by some of the strongest motives which 
can influence the human mind, had prevailed. Above twenty- clergy take 
nine thirtieths of the profession submitted to the law. Most 
of the divines of the capital, who then formed a separate 
class, and who were as much distinguished from the rural 
clergy by liberality of sentiment as by eloquence and learn- 
ing, gave in their adhesion to the government early, and with 
every sign of cordial attachment. Eighty of them repaired 
together, in full term, to Westminster Hall, and were there 
sworn. The ceremony occupied so long a time that little 
else was done that day in the Courts of Chancery and King’s 
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CHAP. Beiicli.* Blit in general the eoinplianee was tardy, sad, and I 

snUen. ^ ^ no donht, deliberately violated what they | 

believed to be their duty. Conscience told them that they | 

were committing a sin. But they had not fortitude to resign ■ 

the parsonage, the garden, the glebe, and to go forth without ' i 
knowing where to find a meal or a roof for tliemselves and 
their little ones. Many swore with doubts and misgivings.t 
Some declared, at the moment of taking the oath, that they 
did not mean to promise that they would not submit to 
James, if he should ever be in a condition to demaiid their 
allegiance. { Some clergymen in the North were, on the first 
of August, going in a company to swear, when they were met 
on the road by the news of the battle which had been foiight, 
fom* days before, in the pass of Killiecrankie. They imme- 
diately turned back, and did not again leave their homes on 
the same errand till it was clear that Dundee^s victory had 
made no change in the state of public affairs. § Even of | 

those whose understandings were fuUy convinced that obe- 
dience was due to the existing government, very few kissed 
the book with the heartiness with which they had formerly 
plighted their faith to Charles and James. Still the thing 
was done. Ten thousand clergymen had solemnly called 
heaven to attest their promise that they would be true liege- 
men to William ; and this promise, though it by no means 
warranted him in expecting that they would strenuously sup- 
port him, had at least deprived them of a great part of their 
power to injure him. They could not, without entirely for- 
feiting that public respect on which their influence depended, 
attack, except in an indirect and timidly cautious manner, 

” the throne of one whom they had, in the presence of God, 
vowed to obey as their King. Some of them, it is true, 
affected to read the prayers for the new Sovereigns in a pe- 
culiar tone which conld not be misunderstood. || Others ivere 
guilty of still grosser indecency. Thus, one wretch, just 
after praying for William and Mary in the most solemn ofliee 
of religion, took off a glass to their damnation. Another, 
after performing divine service on a fast day appointed by 
their authority, dined on a pigeon pie, and while he cut it 

* Loudon Gazette, June 30. 1689; dnet in Clarendon s Diary, and the ae- 
Lnttrells Diary. *‘The eminentesfcnaen,” count of Dr, Marsh's eoiicUiot in the Life 
says Luttrell. of Kettleweil, "S 

t See in Kettlewell's Life, iii. 72., the § The Anatomy of a Jacobite Tory, 
retractation drawn by him for a clergy- 1690. 

man who had taken the oaths, and who || Dialogue between a Whig and a 
afterwards repented of having done so. Tory. 

J See the account of Dr. Dove’s eon- 
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uf y uttered a wisli tkat it was tke tisTirper’s keart. But suck 
audacious wickedness was doubtless rare, and was injurious 
ratker to tke Ckurck tkan to tke government.* 

Tkose clergymen and members of tke Universities wko in- 
curred tke penalties of tke law were about four hundred in 
number. Foremost in rank stood tke Primate and six of Ms 
suffragans/ Turner of Ely, Lloyd of kTorwick, Erampton of 
Gloucester, Lake of Ckickester, Wkite of Peterborough, and 
Ken of Bath and Wells. Thomas of Worcester would have 
made a seventh : but he died three weeks before tke day of 
suspension. On kis deathbed he adjured kis clergy to be true 
to the cause of hereditary right, and declared that those 
divines who tried to make out that the oaths might be taken 
without any departure from the loyal doctrines of tke Ckurck 
of England seemed to him to reason more JesuiticaUy tkan 
the Jesuits themselves. f 

Ken, who, both in intellectual and in moral qualities, ranked 
highest among tke nonjuring prelates, hesitated long. There 
were few clergymen who could have submitted to the new 
government with a better grace. For, when nonresistan.ce 
and passive obedience were the favourite themes of Ms 
brethren, he had scarcely ever alluded to polities in the 
pulpit. He owned that the arguments in favour of swearing 
were very strong. He went indeed so far as to say that his 
scruples would be completely removed, if he could be con- 
vinced that James had entered into engagements for ceding 
Ireland to the French King, It is evident therefore that the 
difference between Ken. and the Whigs was not a difference 
of principle. He thought, with them, that misgovemment, 
carried to a certain point, justified a transfer of allegiance, 
and doubted only whether the misgovemment of James had 
been carried quite to that point. Kay, the good Bishop actu- 
ally began to prepare a pastoral letter explaining his reasons 
for taking the oaths. But, before it was ffjiished, he received 
information which convinced him that Ireland had not been 
made over to France : doubts came thick upon him : he threw 
Ms unfinished letter into the fire, and implored his less scru- 
pulous friends not to urge him further. He was sure, he said, 
that they had acted uprightly : he was glad that they could 
do with a clear conscience what he shrank from doing : he 
felt the force of their I’easoning: he was all but persuaded ; 
and he was afraid to listen longer lest he should be quite 

^ Liittrell’s Diary, KoTmber 169 1692. 

t Life of Kettlewell, iii, 4. 
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CHAP, persuaded : for, if lie slio-uld comply, and Ms misgivings 
; stonld afterwards return, lie should be the most miserable of 
men. Not for wealth, not for a palace, not for a peerage, 
would he run the smallest risk of ever feeling the torments 
of remorse. It is a curious fact that, of the seven nonjuring 
prelates, the only one whose name carries with it much 
weight was on the point of swearing, and was prevented from 
doing so, as he himself acknowledged, not by the force of 
reason, but by a morbid scrupulosity which he did not ad- 
vise others to imitate.* 

Among the priests who refused the oaths were some men 
eminent in the learned world, as grammarians, chronologists, 
canonists, and antiquaries, and a very few who were distin- 
guished by wit and eloquence 5 but scarcely one can be 
named who was qualified to discuss any large question of 
morals or pohtics, scarcely one whose writings do not indi- 
cate either extreme feebleness or extreme fiightiness of mind. 
Those who distrust the judgment of a Whig on this point 
will probably allow some weight to the opinion which was 
expressed, many years after the Eevolution, by a philosopher 
of whom the Tories are justly proud. Johnson, after passing 
in review the celebrated divines who had thought it shiful to 
swear allegiance to William the Third and George the First, 
pronounced that, in the whole body of noiijurors, there was 
one, and one only, who could reason.f 



* See Turner’s Letter to Sancroft, 
dated on Ascension Day, 1689. The 
original is among the Tanner MSS, in 
the Bodleian Library. But the letter 
will be found, with much other curious 
matter, in the Life of Ken by a Lawman, 
lately published. See also the Life of 
Kettlewell, iii. 95.; and Ken’s Letter to 
Burnet, dated Oct. 5. 1689, in Hawkins’s 
Life of Ken. am sure,” Lady Bus- 
sell wrote to Dr. Fitzwilliam, “ the Bishop 
of Bath and Wells excited others to 
comply, when he could not bring himself 
to do so, but rejoiced when others did.” 
Ken declared that he had advised no- 
body to take the oaths^ and that his 
practice had been to remit those who 
asked his advice to their own studies and 
prayers. Lady Bussell’s assertion and 
Ken’s denial will be found to come 
nearly to the same thing, when we make 
those allowances which ought to he made 
for situation and feeling, even in weigh- 
ing the testimony of the most veracious 
witnesses. Ken, having at last deter- 
mined to cast in his lot with the non- 
jurors, naturally tried to vindicate his 


consistency as far as he honestly 
could. Lady Eussell, wishing to induce 
her friend to take the oaths, naturally 
made as much of Ken’s disposition to 
compliance as she honestly could. She 
went too far in using the word “ excited.” 
On the other hand, it is clear that Ken, 
by remitting those who consulted him to 
their own studies and prayers, gave them 
to understand that, in Ms opinion, the 
oath was lawful to those wFo, after a 
serious enqmry, thought it lawful. If 
people had asked him whether they 
might lawfully commit peijuiy or adul- 
ter}", he would assuredly have told them, 
not to consider the point maturely and 
to implore the divine direction, but to 
abstain on peril of their souls. 

t See the conversation of Juno 9. 
1784, in Boswell’s Life of Johnson, and 
the note. Bosw'ell, with his usual ab- 
surdity, is sure that Johnson could not 
have recollected ^'that the seven bishops, 
so justly celebrated for their magnani- 
mous resistance to arbitrary powTr, were 
yet nonjiu'ors.” Only five of the seven 
were nonjurors ; and anybody but Bos- 
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Tlie Bonjiiror ill wliose faTOiu' JolmsoB made tMs excepti^ CHAP, 
was Cliarles Leslie. Leslie Kad, before tbe Eevoliitioii, been . 
Cbancelior of tbe diocese of Connor in Ireland. He bad Leslie, 
been forward in ojDposition to Tyrconnel; bad, as a justice 
of tbe peace for Monagban, refosed to acknowledge a papist 
as Sheriff of that connty ; and bad been so conrageons as to 
send some officers of tbe Hisb army to prison for marauding. 

But tbe doctrine of nonresistance, sueb.as it bad been taught 
by Anglican dmnes in tbe days of tbe Eye House Plot, was 
immovably fixed in bis mind. When the state of Ulster 
became sncb that a Protestant who remained there could 
hardly avoid being either a rebel or a martyr, Leslie fled to 
London. His abilities and bis connections were such that be 
might easily have obtained high preferment in tbe Church of 
England. But be took bis place in tbe front rank of the 
Jacobite body, and remained there steadfastly through all tlie 
dangers and vicissitudes of three and thirty troubled years. 
.Though constantly engaged in theological controversy with 
Deists, Jews, Socinians, Presbyterians, Papists, and Quakers, 
he found time to be one of the most voluminous political 
writers of his age. Of aE the nonjuring clergy he was the 
best qualified to discuss constitutional questions. Por, be- 
fore he had taken orders, he had resided long in the Temple, 
and had been studying English history and law, whEe most 
of the other chiefs of the schism had been poring over the 
Acts of Ohalcedon, or seeking for wisdom in the Targum of 
Onkelos.* 

In 1689, however, Leslie was almost unknown in England. Slieriocli. 
Among the divines who incuired suspension on the first of 
August in that year, the highest in populai* estimation was 
without dispute Doctor William Sherlock. Perhaps no 
siiiixfie presbyter of the Church of England has ever pos- 
sessed a greater authority over his brethren than belonged 

well would liave known that a man may I am surprised tliat Jolinson siiould 
resist arbitrary power, and yet not be bare pronounced William Law no rea- 
a good reasoner. Nay, the resistance soner. Law did indeed fall into great 
wbicb Sancroft and the other nonjuring errors; hut they were errors against 
bishops offered to arbitrary power, while which logic affords no security. In mere 
they continued to hold the doctrine of dialectical skill he had very few supe- 
nonresistaiice, is the most decisive proof riors. CThat he was more than once 
that they were incapable of reasoning, victorious over Hoadley no candid Whig 
It must be remembered that they were will deny. But Law did not belong to 
prepared to take the whole Idngly power the generation with which I have now 
from James and to bestow it on WiUiam, to do. 

with the title of Regent. Their scruple * Ware’s History of the Writers of 
wms merely about the word King. Ireland, continued by Harris. 
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CHAR to Sterloek at tlie time of tlie Eevoliition. He was not of 
tte jSrst among Ms contemporaries as a scholar, as a 
preacher, as a writer on theology, or as a writer on politics ; 
but in all the four characters he had distingnished himself 
The perspicuity and liveliness of Ms style have been praised by 
Prior and Addison. The facility and assiduity with -which he 
wrote are sufficiently proved by the bulk and the dates of his 
works. There were indeed among the clergy men of brighter 
genius and men of wider attainments ; hut during a long 
period there was none who more completely represented the 
order, none who, on ah subjects, spoke more precisely the 
sense of the Anglican priesthood, without any taint of Lati- 
tixdinarianism, of Puritanism, or of Popery. He had, in the 
days of the Exclusion Bill, when the power of the dissenters 
was very great in Parliament and in the country, written 
strongly against the sin of nonconformity. When the Eye 
House Plot was detected, he had zealously defended by 
tongue and pen the doctrine of nonresistance. His services 
to the cause of episcopacy and monarchy were so highly valued 
that he was made Master of the Temple. A pension was 
also bestowed on him by Charles i hut that pension James 
soon took away : for Sherlock, though he held himself bound 
to pay jxassive obedience to the civil power, held himself 
equally bound bo combat religious errors, and was the keen- 
est and most laborious of that host of controversialists who, 
in the day of peril, manfully defended the Protestant faith. 
In little more than two years he published sixteen treatises, 
some of them large hooks, against the high j)reteiisions of 
Eome. hTot content with the easy victories which he gained 
over such feeble antagoMsts as those who were quartered at 
Olerkenwell and the Savoy, he had the courage to measure 
Ms strength with no less a champion than Bossiiet, and came 
out of the conflict without discredit. Nevertheless Sherlock 
still continued to maintain that no oppression could justify 
Christians in resisting the kingly authority. When the Con- 
vention was about to meet, he strongly recommended, in a 
tract which was considered as the manifesto of a large part 
of the clergy, that James should be invited to return on such 
conditions as might secure the laws and religion of the iia- 
.. tion.* The vote which placed Wiiliain and Mary on the 
throne filled Sherlock with sorrow and anger. He is said 
to have exclaimed that if the Convention was determined 
on a revolution, the clergy would find forty thousand good 

* Letter to a memter of the ConTention, 1689. 


William ais^d mart. 


CHAl’. 

XIV. 


: Cluirdimeii to effect a restoration* Against' the new oaths 
he gave his opinion plainly and' warmly. He professed 
himself at a loss to understand how any honest man could 
doubt that^ hy the powers that be. Saint Paul meant legi- 
timate powers and no others. 'Ho name was in 1689 , cited ' 
by the Jacobites more proudly or more fondly than that of 
Sherlock. Before the end of 1690 that name excited very 
, different feelings. 

A few other nonjurors ought to be particularly noticed. Ilkkes. 
High among them in rank was George Hickes, dean of Wor- 
cester. Of all the Englishmen of his time he was the most 
versed in the old Teutonic languages ; and his knowledge of 
the early Christian literature was extensive. As to his capa- 
^city for political discussions, it may be sufficient to say that 
. his favourite argument for passive obedience was drawn 
p' from the story of the Theban legion. He was the yomiger 
4^^ brother of that unfortunate John Hickes who had been found 

^ hidden in the malthouse of Alice Lisle. James had, in spite 

of all solicitation, put both John Hickes and Alice Lisle to 
death. Persons who did not know the strength of the Dean’s 
. ^ principles thought that he might possibly feel some resent- 
I ment on this account: for he was of no gentle or forgiving 
I •¥ temper, and could retain during many years a bitter remem- 
brance of small injuries. But he was strong in his religious 
and political faith : he reflected that the sufferers were dis- 
senters ; and he submitted to the will of the Lord’s Anointed 
not only with patience but with complacency. He became * 
indeed a more loving subject than ever fi^om the time when 
his brother was hanged and his brother’s benefactress 'be- 
headed. While almost all other clergjroien, appalled by the 
^ Declaration of Indulgence and by the proceedings of the 
% High Commission, were beginning to think that they had 

r pushed the doctrine of nonresistance a little too far, he was 
writing a vindication of his darling legend, and trying to 
convince the troops at Hounslow that, if Janies should be 
pleased to massacre them all, as Maximian had massacred 
the Theban legion, for refusing to commit idolatry, it would 
be their duty to pile their arms, and meekly to receive the 
crown of martyrdom. To do Hickes justice, his whole con- 
^ . duct after the Eevolution proved that his servility had sprung 
neither from fear nor from cupidity, but from mere bigotry. f 


* Johnson’s Notes 
Edition of Burnet’s 
1692. 


on the Phcenix f The best notion of Hiclces’s charan- ‘ 
Pastoral Letter, terwill he fomaed from his numerous 
controversial writings, particular Ij hi.s 
m2. 
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CHAP. Jeremy Collier, wL-o was turned ont of tlie preactersMp of 

0 ^ ^ mnch Mglier order. He isweH^ 
Collier. entitled to gratefdl and respectful mention; for to Ms elo- 

qnence and courage is to be cMefly ascribed tbe purification ^ 
of onr ligliter literature from that foul taint wMcb bad been 
contracted during tbe Antipnritan reaction. He was, in tbe 
Ml force of tbe words, a good man. He was also a man of 
eminent abilities, a great master of sarcasm, a great master 
of rbetoric.'^ His reading too, thongb undigested, was of im- 
mense extent. But Ms mind was narrow : Ms reasoning, even 
when be was so fortunate as to bave a good cause to defend, 
was singularly futile and inconclusive; and bis brain was 
almost turned by pride, not personal, but professional. In 
bis view, a priest was tbe highest of human beings, except 
bisbop. Reverence and submission were due from , tbe best^ 
and greatest of tbe laity to tbe least respectable of tbe clergy. 
However ridiculous a man in holy orders might make Mmself, 
it was impiety to laugh at him. So nervously sensitive 
indeed was Collier on this point that be thought it profane to 
throw any reflection even on tbe ministers of false religions. 

He laid it down as a rule that Muftis and Augurs ought 
always to be mentioned with respect. He blamed Dryden for 
sneering at tbe Hierophants of Apis. He praised Eaciiie for ^ 
giving dignity to tbe character of a priest of Baal. He praised 
Corneille for not bringing that learned and reverend divine 
Tiresias on tbe stage in the tragedy of CEdipiis. Tbe omission, 
Collier owned, spoiled tbe dramatic effect of the piece: but . 
tbe holy function was much too solemn to be played with. 
Hay, incredible as it may seem, be thought it improper in the 
laity to sneer even at Presbyterian preachers. Indeed bis 
Jacobitism was little more than one of the forms in wbicli bis 
zeal for the dignity of bis profession manifested itself. He 
abhorred tbe Revolution less as a rising up of subjects against 
their King than as a rising up of tbe laity against the sacer- 
dotal caste. The doctrines which bad been proclaimed from 
tbe pulpit during thirty years had been treated with contempt 
by tbe Convention. A new government bad been set up in 
opposition to tbe wishes of tbe spiritual peers in the House 

Jovian, -written in 1684, his Thebsean on tbe whole, his best pieces. But tl^cre 
Legion no Fable, written in 1687, though is much that is striking in bis political 
not published till 1714, and his Bis- pamphlets. His “Persuasive to Consi- 
eoiu-ses upon Hr. Burnet and Hr. Tillot- deration, tendered to the Hoyalists, parti- 
son, 1696. His literary fame rests on eularly those of the Chiireh of England,’’ 
works of a very different kind. seems to me one of the best productions 

* Collier’s Tracts on the Stage are, of the Jacobite press. 
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of Lords and of tlie priesthood thronghont the country, A 
secular assembly had taken upon itself to pass a law requir- 
ing archbishops and bishops, rectors and vicars, to abjure, on 
pain of deprivation, what they had been teaching all their 
lives. Whatever meaner spirits might do, Collier was deter- 
mined not to be led in triuin|)h by the victorious enemies of 
his order. To the last he would confront, with the authori- 
tative port of an ambassador of heaven, the anger of the 
powers and principalities of the earth. 

In parts Collier was the first man among the nonjurors. In 
erudition the first place must be assigned to Henry Dodwell, 
who, for the unpardonable crime of having a small estate in 
Mayo, had been attainted by the Popish Parliament at Dub- 
lin, He was Camdenian Professor of Ancient History in the 
University of Oxford, and had already acquired considerable 
celebrity by chronological and geographical researches; but 
though he never could be persuaded to take orders, theology 
was his favourite study. He was doubtless a pious and sincere 
man. He had perused innumerable volumes in various lan- 
guages, and had indeed acquired more learning than his slen- 
der faculties were able to bear. The small intellectual spark 
which he possessed was put out by the fuel. Some of his 
books seem to have been written in a madhouse, and, though 
filled with proofs of his immense reading, degrade him to the 
level of James Naylor and Ludowick Muggleton. He began 
a dissertation intended to prove that the law of nations wa^ a 
divine revelation made to the family which was preserved in 
the ark. He published a treatise in which he maintained that 
a marriage between a member of the Church of England and 
a Dissenter was a nullity, and that the couple were in the 
sight of heaven guilty of adultery. He defended the use of 
instrumental music in public worship on the ground that the 
notes of the organ had a power to counteract the influence of 
devils on the spinal marrow of human beings. In his treatise 
on this subject he remarked that there was high authority 
for the opinion that the spinal marrow, when decomposed, 
became a serpent. Whether this opinion were or were not 
correct, he thought it unnecessary to decide. Perhaps, he 
said, the eminent men in whose works it was found had meant 
only to express figuratively the great truth, that the Old Ser- 
pent operates on us chiefly through the spinal marrow.'^ 

^ See Brofcesby’s Life of Dod-well. ought to say, only from Brokesby’s co- 
The Biseoiirse against Marriages in dif- pions abstract. That Discourse is very 
ferent Communions is known to me, I rare. It was originally printed as an 
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Dodwell’s specTilations ou tlie state_ of tom b^gs afte 
deatli are, if possible, more extraordmary still. He tells os 
tliat our souls are naturally mortal. Annilulation m tbe fate 
of tbe greater part of mankind, of beatbens, of Mahometans 
of uncteistened babes. Tbe gift of tortality conveyed 
in tbe sacrament of baptism : but to tbe efficacy of tbe sacra- 
ment it is absolutely necessary that tbe water be poured md 
tbe words pronounced by a minister ^ 
bT a bisbop. In tbe natural course of tbmgs, tberexore, all 
Presbyterians, Independents, Baptists, and Queers would, 
like tbe inferior animals, cease to exist. But DodweU was 
tar too good a cburcbman to let off dissenters so easily. 

He informs them that, as they bare bad an opporimity of , 
bearing tbe Gospel preached, and might, but they wn 
perverseness, have received episcopalian baptism, Hod mU^, y 
a pretematm-al act of power, bestow immortality on them 
order that they may be tormented for ever and ever.* 

No man abhorred the growing latitudmarianism of those 
times more than Dodweh. Yet no man had more reason to 
reioice ill it. For, in tlie earlier part of tlie seventeentli ceii- 
toy, a speculator who bad dared to affii-m that the human 
Sul is by its natm-e mortal, and does, in the gi-eat majority 
5 cases actually die with tbe body, would have been Woe SI 
alive in’smithfield. Even in days which DodweU coffid weU 
remember, such heretics as himself would have been thought 
fortunate if they escaped with life, their backs flayed, then- 
ears clipped, their noses slit, then tongues bored tA^ough 
with red hot iron, and their eyes knocked out with brickbats. 
With the nonjurors, however, tbe author of this theory was 
stai the great Mr. DodweU; and some, who thought it cul- 
pable lenity to tolerate a Presbyterian meeting, thought it at 
the same time gross flUberality to blame a learned and pious ’-i 
Jacobite for denying a doctrine so utterly unimportant a 
reUgious point of view as that of tbe immortality of tbe soul.t 


appendage to a sermon preacLed by 
Leslie. When Leslie collected his works 
he omitted the discourse, probably be- 
cause he was ashamed of it. I have not 
been able to find it in the Library ot t he 
British Museum. The Treatise on the 
Lawfulness of Instrumental MusicIhaTe 
read ; and incredibly absurd it is.^ 

* DodweU tells us that the title ot 
the work in which he first promulgated 
this theory was framed with great etpe 
and precision. I will therefore transcribe 
the title-page. “ An Epistolary Discourse 
proving from Scriptiu'e and the hirst 


Bathers that the Soul is naturally hlortal, 
but Immortalized actually by the Plea- 
sure of Grod to Puiiishim'nt nr 1 o Heward, 
by its Union with the Divine baptismal 
Spirit, wherein is proved tliat none have 
the Power of giving this Divine Iininor- 
tiilizing Spirit since the Apostles Init 
only the Bishops. 33y H. DodweU” Dr. 
Clarke, in a Letter to Dudwell (1706), 
says that this Epistolary Discourse is ‘* a 
hook at which all good men are sorry, 
and all profane men rt'joico.” 

'I' See Leslie’s BehearsalSjKo. 286,287. 
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Two otlier noiijiirors deserve special mention, less on ac- CHAP, 
comit of tleir albilities and learning, tlian on account of their ^ 
rare integrity, and of their not less rare candour. These Keitle- 
were John Eettlewell, Rector ■ of ■ Coleshill, and John, Ktz- 
william, Canon of Windsor. It is remarkable that both 
these men had seen much of Lord Russell, and that both, 
though differing from him in political opinions, and strongly 
disapproving the part which he had taken in the Whig plot, 
had thought highly of his character, and had been sincere 
mourners for his death. He had sent to Eettlewell an affec- 
tionate message jErom the scaffold in Lincoln’s Inn Fields. 

Lady Russell, to her latest day, loved, trusted, and revered 
Fitzwiiliam, who, when she was a girl, had been the friend 
of her father, the virtuous Southampton. The two clergy- 
men agreed in refusing to swear: bnt they, from that 
moment, took different paths. Eettlewell was one of the 
most active members of his party : he declined no drudgery 
in the common cause, provided only that it were such drudgery 
as did not misbecome an honest man 5 and he defended his 
opinions in several tracts, which give a much higher notion 
of his sincerity than of his judgment or acnteness.* Fitz- 
william thought that he had done enough in quitting his 
pleasant dwelling and garden under the shadow of Saint 
George’s Chapel, and in betaking himself with his books 
to a small lodging in an attic. He conld not with a safe 
conscience acknowledge William and Maiy ; but he did not 
conceive that he was bound to be always stirring up sedi- 
tion against them 5 and he passed the last years of his life, 
under the powerful protection of the House of Bedford, in 
innocent and studious repose. t 

Among the less distinguished divines who forfeited their < 3 -eneral 
benefices, were doubtless many good men ; but it is certain of 
that the moral character of the nonjurors, as a class, did not nonjurir.g 
stand high. It seems hard to impute laxity of principle to 
persons who undoubtedly made a great sacrifice to principle. 

And yet experience abundantly proves that many who are 
capable of making a great sacrifice, when their blood is 
heated by conflict, and when the public eye is fixed upon 

^ See his works, and the highly cn- as I have been able to discover, ever 
rious life of him which was compiled published was a sermon on the Rye 
from the papers of his friends Hiekes House Plot, preached a few weeks after 
and Nelson. Russell’s execution. There are some' 

t See Fitzwilliam^s correspondence sentences in this sermon which I a little 
with Lady Russell, and his evidence on wonder that the widow and the family 
the trial of Ashton, in the State Trials, forgave, 
the only work which Fitzwilliam, as far 
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tlieiiij are not capable of persevering' long in tbe dafly prac- 
. tice of obsonre virtues. It is by no means improbable that 
zealots may bave given tbeir lives for a religion wMcli had 
never effectually restrained their vindictive or their licentious 
passions. We learn indeed from fathers of the highest 
authority that, even in the purest ages of the Church, some 
confessors, who had manfully refused to save themselves from 
torments and death by throwing frankincense on the altar 
of Jupiter, afterwards brought scandal on the Christian name 
by gross fraud and debauchery.^ For the nonjuring divines 
great allowance must in fairness be made. They were doubt- 
less in a most trying situation. In general, a schism, which 
divides a religious community, divides the laity as well as 
the clergy. The seceding pastors therefore carry with them 
a large part of their flocks, and are consequently assured of 
a maintenance. But the schism of 1689 scarcely extended 
beyond the clergy. The law required the rector to take the 
oaths, or to quit his living : hut no oath, no acknowledgment 
of the title of the new King and Queen, was required from 
the parishioner as a qualification for attending divine service, 
or for receiving the Eucharist. Kot one in fifty, therefore, 
of those laymen who disapproved of the Eevolution thought 
himself bound to quit his pew in the old church, where the 
old liturgy was still read, and where the old vestments were 
still worn, and to follow the ejected priest to a conventicle, a 
conventicle, too, which was not protected by the Toleration 
Act. Thus the new sect was a sect of preachers without 
hearers ; and snch preachers could not make a livelihood by 
preaching. In London, indeed, and in some other large 
towns, those vehement Jacobites, whom nothing would satisfy 
but to hear King James and the Prince of Wales prayed for 
by name, were sufficiently numerous to make up a few small 
congregations, which met secretly, and under constant fear 
of the constables, in rooms so mean that the meeting houses 
of the Puritan dissenters might by comparison be called 
palaces. Even Collier, who had all the qualities which 


* Cyprian, in one of his Epistles, ad- 
dresses the confessors thus : “Qnosdaiu 
audio inficere niimerum vestrum, et lau- 
dein prsecipiii nominis prava sua conver- 
satione destruere. . . Cum quanto 
rominis vestri pudore delinquitur quando 
aiius aliquis temulentus et lasciviens de- 
moratur; alius in earn patriam xinde 
extorris est regreditur, ut deprehensus 
non jam quasi Christianus, sed quasi 
nocens pereut.” He uses still stronger 


language in the booh de Unitate Ec- 
clesije : “ISfeqne enim confessio iminuneiu 
facit ab insicliis diaboli, aut contra teii- 
tatioiies et perieula et ineursus atqiie 
impetus smciihires adiiue in s^ciilo posi- 
tuni perpetua seeuritate defeiidit ; ca^te- 
rum nunquam in confcssorihns fraiides 
et stupra et adulteria postinoihim vide- 
remus, qiijB nunc in qiiibusclani Tideutes 
ingemiscinms et dolemus.” 
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'attract large aiidieiices, was reduced to be tlie minister of a 
little knot of malecontents, whose oratory was on a second 
floor in tlie city. But the nonjuring clergymen who were 
ehle to obtain even a pittance by officiating at such places 
were very few. Of the rest some had independent means : 
some lived by literature: one or two practised physic. 
Thomas Wagstaffe, for example, who had been Chancellor of 
Lichfield, had many patients, and made himself conspicuous 
by always visiting them in foil canonicals.'^ But these were 
exceptions. Industiioiis poverty is a state by no means un- 
favourable to virtue : but it is dangerous to be at once poor 
and idle ; and most of the clergymen who had refused to 
swear found themselves thrown on the world with nothing to 
eat and with nothing to do. They naturally became beggars 
and loungers. Considering themselva^ as martyrs suffering 
in a public cause, they were not ashamed to ask any good 
chxnchman for a guinea. Most of them passed their lives in 
running about from one Tory coffeehonse to another, abusing 
the Dutch, hearing and spreading' reports that within a 
month His Majesty would certainly be on English ground, 
and wondering who would have Salisbury when Burnet was 
hanged. During the session of Parliament the lobbies and 
the Court of Bequests were crowded with deprived parsons, 
asking who was up, and what the numbers were on the last 
division. Many of the ejected divines became domesticated, 
as chaplains, tutors, and spiritual directors, in the houses of 
opulent Jacobites. In a situation of this kind, a man of pnre 
and exalted character, such a man as Een was among the 
nonjurors, and Watts among the nonconformists, may pre- 
serve his dignity, and may much more than repay by his 
example and his instructions the benefits which he receives. 
But to a person whose virtue is not high toned this way of 
life is full of pern. If he is of a quiet disposition, he is in 
danger of sinking into a servile, sensual, drowsy parasite. If 
he is of an active and aspiring nature, it may be feared that 
he will become expert in those bad arts by which, more easily 
than hy faithful service, retainers make themselves agreeable 
or formidable. To discover the weak side of every character, 
to flatter every passion and prejndice, to sow discord and 
jealousy where love and confidence ought to exist, to watch 
the moment of indiscreet ox^eimess for the purj>ose of ex- 

^ Miielienrioiis information about the Nichols’s Literary Anecdotes of the 
nonjnrors mllhte found in the Biogra- eighteenth eentixry. A specimen of Wag- 
phical Memoirs of Williain Bo\\’yer, staife’s prescriptions is in the Bodleian 
Printer, which forms the first volume of Library. 
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CHAP, tracting secrets important to tie prosperity and iononr of 
. . families,, snci are tie practices iy wiici keen and restless 

spirits 'iave too -ojHsen avenged tiemselves for tie inmiliatioii 
of dependence* Tie.- public voice loudly accused many non- ■ 
j urors of requiting tie iospitality of tieir benefactors witi 
villany as black as tiat of tie liypocrite dej>icted in tie 
* masterpiece of Moliere. Indeed, wien Cibber uiidertook to 
- adapt tiat .noble comedy to tie Englisi .stage,., ie- made , Ms, 
Tartuffe a nonjuror : and Joinson, wio cannot be supposed ' 
to have been prejudiced, against tbe nonjurors, frankly owned 
tiat Cibber iad done tiem no wrong.* 

Tiere can be mo doubt tiat tie sciism caused by tie 
oatis would iave been far more formidable, if, at this crisis, , 
any extensive change .had- been made in the government or 
the ceremonial of tie Establisied Ciurei. It is a iigily in- 
structive fact tiat tiosePBligitened and tolerant divines who 
most ardently desired such a change saw reason, not long after- 
wards, to be thankful that their favourite project had failed. 

The plan WMgs and Tories had in the late Session combined to get 
iicnidoir'^' of ]^ottingiam’s Comprehension Bill by voting an address, 

. ' wMci requested tie King to refer tie wiole subject to tie 
Convocation. Burnet foresaw tie ehect of tiis vote. Tie 
wiole scieme, ie said, was utterly ruiiied.f Many of his 
friends however, thought differently ; and among these was i 
Tillotson. Tillotsoii. Of all tie members of tie Low Ciurei party 
Tillotson stood highest in general estimation. As a preacher 
lie was thought by his contemporaries to iave surpassed all 
rivals living or dead. Posterity has reversed tMs judgment. 


* Gibber’s play, as Cibber wrote it, 
ceased to be popular 'when the Jacobites 

ceased to be forinidable, and is now 
known only to the curious. In 1768 
Biekerstaife altered it into the Hypocrite, 
and substituted Dr. Cantwell, the Me- 
thodist, for Dr. Wolf, the Nonjuror. “ I 
do not think,” said Johnson, “ the cha- 
racter of the Hypocrite justly applicable 
to the Methodists ; but it ■w%s very ap- 
plicable to the nonjurors.” Boswell 
asked him if it were true that the non- 
jurinp^' clergymen intrigued with the vdves 
of their patrons. ** I am afraid,” said 
Johnson, “many of them did.” This 
conversation took place on the 27th of 
March, 1775. It was not merely in 
careless talk that Johnson expressed an 
unfavourctble opinion of the nonjurors. 
In his Life of Fenton, who was a non- 
juror, are these remarkable words : “It 
must be remembered that he kept his 
name unsullied, and never suffered him- 


self to he reduced, like too many of the 
same sect, to mean arts and dishonour- 
able shifts,” Sue the character of a 
Jacobite, 1690. Even in Kettlewell’s 
Life, compiled from the papers of his 
friends Hiekes and Nelson, will be found 
admissions which show that, very soon 
after the schism, some of the nonjuring 
clergy fell into habits of idleness, de- 
pendence, and ineiidieaney, which low- 
ered trie character of the wliole party. 
“tSeveral undeserving persons, who arc 
always the most confident, by tlicir go- 
ing up and dowm, did much prejudice to 
the tridy deserving, whose modesty would 
not suffer tliem to solicit for themselves. 

Mr. Kottleweli was also very 

sensible that some of liis brethren spent 
too much of their time in places of con- 
course and news, Ipy ilepending for their 
subsistence upon those whom they there 
got ac(piainted with.” 

t Beresby s Memoirs, 344. 
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Yet Tillotsoix still keeps Ms place as a legitimate Englisli 
classic. His Mgliest fliglits were indeed far below those of 
Taylor, of Barrow, and of Sontli ; but Ms oratory was more 
correct and equable than theirs. No quaint conceits, no 
pedantic quotations jGrom Talmudists and scholiasts, no mean 
images, buffoon stories, scurrilous invectiyes, ever marred 
the effect of his grave and temperate discourses. His reason- 
ing was just sufficiently profound and snfficiently refined to 
be followed by a popular audience with that slight degree of 
intellectual exertion which is a pleasure. His style is not 
brilliant; but it is pure, transparently clear, and equally free 
from the levity and from the stiffness which disfigure the 
sermons of some eminent divines of the seventeenth centuiy. 
He is always serious : yet there is about his manner a certain 
graceful ease which marts Mm as a man who knows the 
world, who has lived in populous cities and in splendid 
conrts, and who has conversed, not only with books, hut with 
lawyers and merchants, wits and beauties, statesmen and 
princes. The greatest charm of Ms compositions, however, 
is derived from the benignity and candour which appear in 
every line, and which shone forth not less conspicuously in 
Ms life than in Ms writings. 

As a theologian, Tillotson was certainly not less latitudi- 
narian than Burnet. Yet many of those clergymen to whom 
Burnet was an object of implacable aversion, spoke of Tillot- 
son with tenderness and respect. It is therefore not strange 
that the two friends should have formed different estimates 
of the temper of the priesthood, and should have expected 
different results from the meeting of the Convocation. Til- 
lotson was not displeased with the vote of the Commons. He 
conceived that changes made in religious institutions by mere 
secular authority might disgust many churchmen, who would 
yet be perfectly willing to vote, in an ecclesiastical synod, for 
changes more extensive still; and his opinion had great 
weight with the King.* It was resolved that the Convoca- 
tion should meet at the beginning of the next session of 
Parliament, and that in the meantime a commission should 
issue empowering some eminent divines to examine the 
Liturgy, the canons, and the whole system of jurisprudence 
administered by the Courts Christian, and to report on the 
alterations which it might be desirable to make. t 

^ BircFs Life of Tillotson. 

t See the Discourse concerning the Ecclesiastical Commission, 1689* 
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CHAP. ' Most of tlie BisliopS' wlio had taken tlie oatlis were in tMs 
. (*n TYiTirtiPi aimi ^ and with them were joined twenty priests of 

An Eccle- great note. Of the twenty Tillotson was the most important ; 
Commi- for he was known to speak the sense both of the King and of 
sion issued, the Queen. Among those Commissioners who looked up to 
Tillotson as their chief were Stillingfleet^ Dean of St. Paul’s, 
Sharp, Dean of hTorwich, Patrick, Dean of Peterborongh, 
Tenison, Eector of Saint Martin’s, and Powlei”, to whose 
judicious firmness was chiefly to be ascribed the determi- 
nation of the London clergy not to read the Declaration of 
Indulgence. 

With such men as those who have been named were 
mingled some divines who belonged to the High Church 
party. Conspicnons among these were two of the rulers of 
Oxford, Aldrich and Jane. Aldrich had recently been ap- 
pointed Dean of Christchurch, in the room of the Papist 
Massey, whom James had, in direct violation of the laws, 
placed at the head of that great college. The new Dean was 
a polite, though not a profound, scholar, and a jovial, hospi- 
table gentleman. He was the author of some theological 
tracts which have long been forgotten, and of a compendium 
of logic which is stiU used : but the best works -which he has 
bequeathed to posterity are his catches. Jane, the King’s 
Professor of Divinity, was a graver but a less estimable man. 

He had borne the chief i)art in framing' that decree by which 
his University ordered the works of Milton and Biicliaiian to 
be publicly burned in the Schools. A few years later, hri- 
tated and alarmed by the persecution of the Bishops and by 
the confiscation of the revenues of Magdalene College, he 
had renounced the doctrine of nonresistaiice, had repaired to 
the head quarters of the Prince of Orange, and had assured 
His Highness that Oxford would willingly coin her plate for 4^* 
the support of the war against her oppressor. During a 
short time Jane *was generally considered as a Whig, and 
was sharply lampooned by some of his old allies. He was so 
unfortunate as to have a name which was an excellent mark 
for the learned punsters of his. University. Several epigrams 
were written on the doublefaced Janus, who, having got a 
professorship by looking one way, now hoped to get a bishopric 
by looking another. That he hoped to get a bishopric was < 
perfectly true. He demanded the see of Exeter as a reward 
due to his services. He was refused ; the refusal convinced 
him that the Church had as much to ax5j)rehend from Latitu- 
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dinarianism as from Popery ; and lie speedily became a Tory CHiiP. 
again.^ . . 

Early in October tlie Commissioners assembled in tbe Proceed- 
Jernsalem Cbamber. At tlieir first meeting tbey determined' 
to propose tiiatj in tbe public services of tbe Cliurclij lessons sion, 
taken from tbe canonical books of Scripture skoxild be sub- 
stituted for tire, lessons taken from tke 'A]>ocryplia.t At tlie 
second meeting’ a strange ■ question was raised by tlie very 
last person wlio ought to have raised it. Sprat; ■ Bishop of 
Eoehestei’; liad^ without any scruple; sate, during two years, 
in the unconstitutional tribunal which had, in the late reign, 
oppressed and pillaged the Church of which he was a ruler. 

But he had now become scrupulous, and was not ashamed, 
after acting without hesitation under King Jameses commis- 
sion, to express a doubt whether King William’s* commission 
were legal. To a plain understanding the doubt seems to be 
childish. King William’s commission gave power neither to 
make laws nor to administer laws, but simply to enquire 
and to report. Even without a royal commission Tillotson, 

Patrick, and Stillingfleet might, with perfect propriety, have 
met to discuss the state and prospects of the Church, and to 
consider whether it would or would not he desirable to make . 
some concession to the dissenters. And how could it be a 
crime for subjects to do at the request of their Sovereign that 
which it would have been innocent and laudable to do with- 
out any such request P Sprat, however, was seconded by 
Jane. There was a sharp altercation ; and Lloyd, Bishop of 
Saint Asaph, who, with many good qualities, had an irritable 
temper, was provoked into saying something about spies. 

Sprat withdrew and came no more. His example was soon fol- 
lowed by Jane and Aldrich.f The Commissioners proceeded 
to take into consideration the question of the posture at the 
Eucharist. It was determined to recommend that a communi-* 
cant, who, after conference with his minister, should declare 
that he could not conscientiously receive the bread and wine 
Imeeling, might receive them sitting. Mew, Bishop of Win- 
chester, an honest man, but illiterate, weak even in his best 
days, and now fast sinking into dotage, protested against tliis 

^ Bircli’s Life of Tillotson; Life of Commissioners, every night after he went 
Prideaxix ; Gentleman’s Magazine for home fiom the several meetings. This 
J me and July 17-to. most curious Diary was printed by order 

t Diary of the .Proceedings of the Com- of the House of Commons in 1854. 
missioners, taken by Dr. Williams, after- | ' Williams’s Diary, 
wards Bishop of Chichester, one of the 
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eoneession, and witMrew from the assemblyv^^ otter 

. members contmned to apply ttemselves vigorotisly to tteir 
task; and no more secessions toot place^ tbongli ttere were 
great differences of opinion^, and ttongli tte debates were 
sometimes warm. Tbe Hgbest clinrclimen wbo stiff remained 
were Doctor William Beveridge, ArcMeacon of Colcbester, 
who many years later became Bisbop of Saint Asapb, and Doc- 
tor Jobn Scott, tlie same who had prayed by the deathbed of 
Jeffreys. The most active among the Datitudinarians appear 
to have been Bnrnet, Bowler, and Tenison. 

The baptismal service was repeatedly discussed. As to 
matter of form the Commissioners were disposed to be in- 
dulgent. They were generally willing to admit infents into 
the Church without sponsors and without the sign of the 
cross. But the majority, after much debate, steadily reftised 
to soften down or explain away those words wh ich, to all 
minds not sophisticated, appear to assert the regenerating 
virtue of the sacrament.'^ 

As to the surplice, the Commissioners determined to re- 
commend that a large discretion should be left to the Bishops. 
Expedients were devised by which a person who had received 
Presbyterian ordination might, without admitting, either ex- 
pressly or by imx^licatioii, the invalidity of that ordination, 
become a minister of the Church of England. f 

The ecclesiastical calendar was carefully revised. The 
great festivals were retained. But it was not thought de- 
sirable that Saint Valentine, Saint Chad, Saint Swithin, 
Saint Edward King of the West Saxons, Saint Dunstan, and 
Saint Alphage, should share the honours of Saint John and 
Saint Paul ; or that the Church should appear to class the 
ridiculous fable of the discovery of the cross with facts so 
awfully important as the Nativity, the Passion, the Eesiirrec- 
tion, and the Ascension of her Lord.J 

The Athanasian Creed caused much perplexity. Most of 
the Commissioners were equally iiiimliing to give up the 
doctrinal clauses and to retain the damnatory clauses. 
Burnet, Fowler, and Tillotson were desirous to strike this 
famous symbol out of the Liturgy altogether. Burnet brought 
forward one argument, which to himself probably did not 
appear to have much weight, but which was admirably calcu- 
lated to perplex his opponents, Beveridge and Scott. The 

* Williams’s Diary. f E)id. CornmissioBers for tlie reTision of the. 

I See the alterations in the Book of Liturgy in 1689, and printed by order 
Common Prayer prepared hy the Eoyal of the House of Commons in 1854. 
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Goimcil of Epliesiis tad always been reverenced by Anglican- 
divines as a synod wbicb bad truly represented tbe whole 
body of the faitbfiilj and wliicb bad been divinely guided in 
tbe way of truth. The voice of that Council was the voice of 
the Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church, not yet corrupted 
by superstition, or rent asunder' by schism. During more 
than twelve; centuries the world had not seen an ecclesiastical 
assembly which had an equal claim to the respect of believers. 
The Council of Ephesus had, in the plainest terms, and under 
the most terrible penalties, forbidden Christians to frame or 
to impose on their brethren any creed other than the creed 
settled by the Nicene Fathers. It should seem therefore 
that, if the Council of Ephesus was reaUy under the direction 
of the Holy Spirit, whoever uses the Athanasian Creed must, 
in the very act of uttering an anathema against his neigh- 
bours, bring down an anathema on his own head.'^ In spite 
of the authority of the Ephesian Fathers, the majority of the 
Commissioners determined to leave the Athanasian Creed in 
the Prayer Booh : but they proposed to add a rubric drawn 
up by Stillingfleet, which declared that the damnatory clauses 
were to be understood to apply only to such as obstinately 
denied the snbstaiice of the Christian Faith. Obstinacy is 
of the nature of moral pravity, and is not imputable to a 
candid and modest enquirer who, from some defect or mal- 
formation of the intellect, is mistaken as to the comparative 
weight of opposite arguments or testimonies. Orthodox 
believers were therefore permitted to hope that the heretic 
who had honestly and humbly sought for truth would not be 
everlastingly punished for having failed to find it.f 
• Teiiison was entrusted with the business of examining the 
Liturgy, and of collecting all those expressions to which 
objections had been made, either by theological or by literary 
critics. It was determined to remove some obvious blemishes. 
And it would have been wise in the Commissioners to stop 
here. Unfortunately they determined to rewrite a great paid; 
of the Prayer Book. It was a bold undertaking ; for in 

^ It is difficult to conceive stronger or iTriorrpe^feiv els iirtypcacrtv ttjs a^yideias, ^ 
clearer language than that used by the ‘EAAijwcrftotf, e| ^lovdaiVjuov, ^ el 
Council. Tovroov Toivvv avayvcacrdeurcovy atp4(rea)s oiacrdrjTrorouu, to^tovs, el pev etev 
&pt(rev v ayia crtJwSos, kripavKicfriv fxyjdevl iTriamrroi y kXtjplkoI, a\Korplov9 etmi rohs 
i^eivai Trpo(T(p4peiVy fjyovv ffvyypdf eiv, ^ iwicTKSTrovs t^s eTriCKOTr^s, /cal rohs /cAi?- 
(Tuvridei'aij Trapk r^u SpirOeTctav wap^ rS)v ptaohs rod kA'^pov, el 5e Aal'icol eleu, a-va-* 
ayicay Trariptov rmv h rfj Ni/caeW crvveA- ^e/iariCecrSat.-— Concil. Ephes. Actio VI. 
66^rccy ahv ayicp Tryev/xaTt* Tot>s 5^, toA- f Williams’s Diary; Alterations in 
uaiyras ^ (TvvTiGivm Trlcrriy erepaVf ^Jyovy the Book of Common Prayer. 
TTpoKOLLi^eiy^ ^ ‘Kp‘jG‘<pip€ty rois id ihovriy 
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general tlie style of that volume is sueh^ as cannot be im- 
proved. The English Liturgy indeed 

rr/ev^^t.fo^e— — 

SS of “mplioatio.^ sobered by a profomrd ^rereace are 
o™n Seea tl.; toabtions aad the ongnaas. But m 
Sr^Wilte graces of diction the ongmab mn* l>o 
u Z fix inferior to the translations. And the reason 

is Pbvious. The technical phraseology of Clmistianity did 
not become a part of the Latin language til that kngmgc 
had nassed the age of maturity and was sinking mto bar- 
barism. But the technical phraseology of Chr^tiamty was 
found ill the Anglosaxon and in the Norman French, long 
Sre the union of those two dialects had produced a thir 
^perior to either. The Latin of the Cathobc 

services therefore, is Latin in the last stage of decay. The 
Eno-lish of our services is English in all the ^goui an sup- 
TeCsot early youth. To the great Latin writers, to Terence 
Ld Lucretius!^ to Cicero and Casar, to Tacitus and Qumc- 
tdPa.n the noblest compositions of Ambrose and Gregory 
would have seemed to be, not merely bad muting, biibsense- 
Ss Gibberish.* The diction of our Book of Common ^'^yer, 
on the other hand, has directly or indirectly contributed to'^ 
form the diction of almost every great English writer, and has 
extorted the admiration of the most accomphshed mfidels and 
of the most accomplished nonconformists, of such men as 

David Hume and Eobert Hall. 

The style of the Liturgy, however did not satisfy the 
Doctors of the Jerusalem Chamber. They voted the Collects 
too short and too dry; and Patrick was entoted with the 
duty of expanding and ornamenting them. In one lespect, ^ 
at least, the choice seems to have been unexceptionable , foi, 
if we judge by the way in which Patrick paraphrasecl the 
most sublime Hebrew poetry, we shal probably of op^on 

that whether he was or was not qualified to make the col- 
lects better, no man that ever hved was more competent to 
make tliem longer.f 


* It is curious to consider iiow those 
n-eat masters of the Latin tongue who 
ised to sup with Mincenas and Pd ho 
srould have been perplexed hy Tihi 
Iherubim et Seraphim incessabili voce 
iroolamant, Sanotns, Sanctus, Sanctus, 
bominas Dens Sabaoth or by "Ideo cum 
ingelis et aiohangelis, cum • tOiMius et 


dominationihus.” 

f I will give two speeimens of Pat- 
rick’s workmanship. “He maketh meP 
says David, ‘‘ to lie down in grecm pas- 
tures; be leadeth me he.side the still 
waters.” Patrick’s version is as follows : 
“ For as a good shepherd leads his sheep 
in the violent heat to shady places, 
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It mattered little^ 'liowever, wliether the recommendations 
of the Gommissioii were good or bad. The j were all doomed 
before they were tnown. The writs ' suminoning the Convo- 
cation of the Province of Canterbury had been issued; and 
the clergy were everywhere., in a state of violent excitement. 
They had just , taken the oa^ths^ and were .smarting j&’oin the 
earnest reproofs of nonjnrors/from the insolent taunts of 
Whigs, and often undoubtedly from the stings of remorse. 
The announcement that a Convocation was to sit for the 
purpose of deliberating on a plan of comprehension roused 
all the strongest passions of the priest who had just com- 
plied with the law, and was ill satisfied or half satisfied with 
himself for complying. He had an opportunity of coiitribntr- 
ing to defeat a favoniite scheme of that government which 
"had exacted from him, under severe penalties, a submission 
not easily to be reconciled to his conscience or his pride. He 
had an opportnnity of signalising his zeal for that Church 
whose characteristic doctrines he had been accused of desert- 
ing for lucre. She was now, he conceived, threatened by a 
danger as great as that of the preceding year. The Latitudi- 
narians of 1689 were not less eager to humble and to ruin 
her than the Jesuits of 1688 had been. The Toleration 
Act had done for the Dissenters quite as much as was com- 
patible with her dignity and security ; and nothing more 
ought to be conceded, not the hem of one of her vestments, 
not an epithet from the beginning to the end of her Liturgy. 
AH the reproaches which had been thrown on the ecclesias- 
tical commission of James were transferred to the ecclesias- 
tical commission of William. The two commissions indeed 
had nothing but the name in common. But the name was 
associated with illegality and oppression, with the violation 
of dwellings and the confiscation of freeholds, and was there- 
fore assiduously sounded with no small effect by the tongues 
of the sx3iteful in the ears of the ignorant. 

The King too, it was said, was not sound. He conformed 
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whore they may lie down and feed (not 
in parched, but) in fresh and green pas- 
tures, and in the evening leads them 
(not to nuidd}" and troubled waters, but) 
to pure and quiet streams ; so hath he 
already made a fair and plentiful provi- 
sion for me, w'hich, I enjoy in peace with- 
otit any disturbance.” 

In the Song of Solomon is an exqui- 
sitely beautiful verse. “ I charge you, 
O daughters of Jerusalem, if ye find my 
beloved, that ye tell him that I am sick 
VOL, III. 


of love.” Patrick’s version nuis thus : 

So I turned myself to those of my 
neighbours and familiar acquaintance 
who were awakened by mj cries to come 
and see what the matter was ; and con- 
jured them, as they would answer it to 
God, that, if they met with, my beloved, 
they would let him know — What shall I 
say ?— What shall I desire you to tell 
him blit that I do not enjoy myself now 
that I want his company, nor can he well 
till I recover his love again ?” 
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CHAP, indeed to tlie establislied worship ; but his was a local and 
- ; > occasional conformity. For some ceremonies to which High 

Tiieciergy Chm'chmen were attached he had a distaste which he was at 
no pains to conceal. One of his first acts had been to give 
tteXing. orders that in his private chapel the service should be said 'i 
instead of being snng ; and this arrangement^ though war- 
ranted by the rubric, caused much murmuring.* It was 
known that he was so profane as to sneer at a practice which 
had been sanctioned by high ecclesiastical authority, the 
practice of touching for the scroMa. This ceremony had 
come down almost imaltered from the darkest of the dark 
ages to the time of Newton and Locke. The Stuarts fi:e- 
quently dispensed the healing influences in the Banqueting 
Honse. The days on which this miracle was to be wrought ^ 
were fixed at sittiugs of the Privy Council, and were solemnly 
notified by the clergy in all the parish churches of the realm. f 
When the appointed time came, several divines in full canoni- 
cals stood round the canopy of state. The surgeon of the 
royal household introduced the sick. A passage from the 
sixteenth chapter of the Gospel of Saint Mark was read. 
When the words, ^^They shall lay their hands on the sick, 
and they shall recover,^^ had been pronounced, there was a 
pause ; and one of the sick was brought up to the King. His j 
Majesty stroked the ulcers and swellings, and hmig round 
the patient^s neck a white riband to which was fastened a 
gold coin. The other sufferers were then led up in succession ; 
and, as each was touched, the chaj)laiii repeated the incanta- 
tion, ^‘^They shall lay their hands on the sick, and they shall 
recover.^^ Then came the epistle, prayers, antiphonies, and 
a benediction. The service may still be found in the prayer 
books of the reign of Anne. Indeed it was not till some 
time after the accession of George the First that the Uiiiver- ^ 
gity of Oxford ceased to reprint the Office of Healing together 
with the Liturgy. Theologians of eminent learning, ability, 
and virtue gave the sanction of their authority to this mum- 
inery t ; and, what is stranger still, medical men of high note 

* William’s dislike of the Cathedral Collier, inserted, so late as tlie year 
service is sarcastically noticed by Leslie 1747_, in a bulky History of Enarland, an 
in the EeliearsaljiSro 7. See also a Letter exquisitely absurd iiote, in vvhieh he 
from a Member of the House of Com- assured the world that, to his certain 
mons to his Friend in the Country, 1689, knowledge, the Pretender had cured the 
and Bisset’s Modern Fanatic, 1710. scrofula, and very gravely inferred that 
t See the Order in Conneil of Jan. 9. the healing virtue w'as transmitted by 
1083. ^ . inheritance, and was quite independent 

t See Collier’s Desertion discussed, of any unction. See Carte’s Historv of 
1689. Thomas Carte, who was a dis- England, vol. i. page 291. 
ciple, and, at one time, an assistant, of 
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believed;, or affected to believe, in tbe, balsamic virtues of tbe 
rojal liand. We must suppose tkat every surgeon -wbo 
attended Ckarles tbe Second was a man of Mgb repute for 
skill 5 and more tban one of tbe surgeons wbo attended 
Cbarles tbe Second bas left us a solemn profession of faitb 
in tbe King’s miraculous power. One of tbem is not 
asbamed to tell us tbat tbe gift was communicated by tbe 
unction administered at tbe coronation ; tbat tbe cures were 
so numerous and sometimes so rapid tbat they could not be 
attributed to any natural cause ; tbat tbe failures were to be 
ascribed to want of faitb on tbe part of tbe patients; that 
Cbarles once bandied a scrofulous Quaker and made him a 
bealtby man and a sound Cburcbman in a moment ; that, if 
those who bad been healed lost or sold the piece of gold 
which bad been bung round their necks, the ulcers broke 
forth again, and could be removed only by a second touch and 
a second talisman. We cannot wonder tbat, when men of 
science gravely repeated such nonsense, the vulgar should 
have believed it. Still less can we wonder tbat wretches 
tortured by a disease over which natural remedies bad’ no 
power should have eagerly drunk in tales of preternatural 
cures: for nothing is so credulous as misery. The crowds 
which repaired to the palace on tbe days of healing were 
immense. Cbarles the Second, in the course of bis reign, 
touched near a hundred thousand persons. The number 
seems to have increased or diminished as the king’s popu- 
larity rose or fell. During tbat Tory reaction which followed 
the dissolution of the Oxford Parliament, the press to get 
near him was terrific. In 1682, he performed the rite eight 
thousand five hundred times. In 1684, the throng was such 
that six or seven of the sick were trampled to death. James, 
in one of his progresses, touched eight hundred persons in 
the choir of the Cathedra! of Chester. The expense of the 
ceremony was little less than ten thousand pounds a year, 
and would have been much greater but for the vigilance of 
the royal surgeons, whose business it was to examine the 
ap|)licants, and to distinguish those who came for the cure 
from those who came for the gold.'^ 


* See the Preface to a Treatise oe Kang Heniy VII. for the Healing of them 
Wounds, by Eichard Wiseman, Sergeant thatbeDiseasedmththeHing’sEyil,piib- 
' Chirurgeon to His Majesty, 1676. But lished by His Majesty’s Gominand, 1686 ; 
the fiiliest information on this curious Evelyn’s Diary, March 28. 1684; and 
i subject ■will be found in the Charisma Bishop Cartwright’s Diary, Aiigast 28, 
Basilicon, by John Browme, Chirurgeon 29, and 30. 1687. It is incredible that 
in ordinary to His Majesty, 1684. See so large a proportion of the population 
also the Cci’emonies used in the Time of should have been really scrofiiioiis. is’o 
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HISTOSY OF EKrOLAOT). 


The clergy 


Williain had too., much sense to he duped, and too much 
honesty to bear a part in what he Imew to be an imposture. 

It is a siUy superstition/’ he exclaimed, when he heard that, 
at the close' of Lent, his palace was besieged by a crowd of the . 
sict: Give the poor creatures some money, and send them 
away.”* On one single' occasion he was importuned into j 
laying his hand on a patient. God give you better health,” 
he said, and more sense.” The parents of scrofulous chil- ^ 
dren cried out against his cruelty: bigots lifted up their 
hands and eyes in horror at his impiety : Jacobites sarcas- 
ticaUy praised him for not presuming to arrogate to himself 
a power which belonged only to legitimate sovereigns ; and 
even some Wliigs thought that he acted unwisely in treating 
with such marked contempt a superstition which had a strong ^ „ 
hold on the vulgar mind : but William was not to be moved, 
and was accordingly set down by many High Churchmen as 
either an infidel or a puritan.* 

The chief cause, however, which at this time made even 
the most moderate plan of comprehension hateful to the 


against tlie priesthood stiU remains to he mentioned. What Burnet had 
Bissenters foreseen and foretold had come to pass. There was tlirotzgh- 
cwdhigs^S out the clerical profession a strong disposition to retaliate on 
tiie Scotch the Presbyterians of England the wrongs of the Episcopalians 
teriaiiT.' Scotland. It could not be denied that even the highest 
churchmen had, in the summer of 1688 , generally declared 
themselves willing to give up many things for the sake of 
union. But it was said, and not without plausibility, that 
what was passing on the other side of the Border proved 
union on any reasonable terms to be impossible. With what 
face, it was asked, can those who will make no concession to 
us where we are weak, blame us for refusing to make any 
concession to them where we are strong? We cannot judge 
correctly of the principles and feelings of a sect fi^om the 
professions which it makes in a time of feebleness and siif- 
feriug. If we would know what the Puritan spirit really is, 
we must observe the Puritan when he is dominant. He was 
dominant here in the last generation ; , and his little finger 
was thicker than the loins of the prelates. He drove hiin- 

doiiLt many persons wlio had slight and Whiston, who heliered in everything but 
transient maladies were brought to the the Trinity, tells ns gravely that the 
king ; and the recovery of these persons single person whom Wiiliam touched was 
kept np the vulgar belief in the efficacy cured, notwithstanding His Majesfcv’s 


of his touch. 

* Paris Grazette, April 23. 1689. 
t See Whiston’s Life of himself. Poor 


want of faith. See also the Athenian 
Mercury of January 16, 1691. 
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dreds of qiiiet stndeiits from tlieir cloisters^ and thousands of 
respectable divines from their parsonages, for the crime of 
refusing to sign Ms Covenant. Ifo tenderness was shown to 
learning, to genins, or to sanctiiw. Such men as Hall and San- 
derson, Chillingworth and Hammond, were not only plmidered 
hnt flung into prisons, and exposed to all the rudeness of brutal 
gaolers. It was made a crime to read fine psalms and prayers 
bequeathed to the faithful by Ambrose and Chrysostom. At, 
length the nation became weary of the reign of the saints. 
The fallen dynasty and the fallen hierarchy were restored. 
The Puritan was in his turn subjected to disabilities and 
penalties ; and he immediately found out that it was bar- 
barous to punish men for entertaining conscientious scruples 
about a garb, about a ceremony, about the functions of eccle- 
siastical officers, His piteous complaints and his arguments 
in favour of toleration had at length imposed on many well 
meaning persons. Even zealous churchmen had begun to 
entertain a hope that the severe discipline which he had 
undergone had made him candid, moderate, charitable. Had 
this been really so, it would doubtless have been our duty to 
treat his scruples with extreme tenderness. But, while we 
were considering what we could do to meet his wishes in 
England, he had obtained ascendency in Scotland; and, 
in an instant, he was all himself again, bigoted, insolent, and 
cruel. Manses had been sacked; churches shut up ; prayer 
hooks burned; sacred garments torn; congregations dispersed 
by violence; priests hustled, pelted, pilloried, driven forth, 
with their wives and babes, to beg or die of hunger. That 
these outrages were to he imputed, not to a few lawless 
marauders, hut to the great body of the Presbyterians of 
Scotland, was evident from the fact that the government had 
not dared either to inflict punishment on the offenders or to 
grant relief to the sufferers. Was it not fit then that the 
Church of England should take warning ? Was it reasonable 
to ask her to mutilate her apostolical polity and her beautiful 
ritual for the purpose of conciliating those who wanted 
nothing but power to rabble her as they had rabbled her 
sister? Already these men had obtained a boon which they 
ill deserved, and which they never would have granted. They 
worshipped God in perfect security. Their meeting houses 
were as effectually protected as the choirs of our cathedrals. 
While no episeo]3al minister could, without putting his life 
in jeopardy, officiate in Ayrshire or Eenfrewshire, a hundred 
Presbyterian ministers preached unmolested every Sunday in 
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HISTOEY'OF-EIi^a^^ 

CHAP. Middlesex.' The legislature had,; with a generosity perhaps 
. . imprudent^ granted toleration to the most intolerant of men ; 

tod with toleration it hehoYed them to be content. 

Constitu- ^ /Thns ' several causes conspired to inflame the parochial 
clergy against the scheme of comprehension. Their temper 
voLitk)nl was such that, if the plan framed in the Jernsalem Chamber 
had been directly snbmitted to them, it would have been 
rejected by a majority of twenty to one. But in the Convo- 
cation their weight bore no proportion to their number. The 
Convocation has, happily for onr country, been so long utterly 
insignificant that, till a recent period, none but curious stu- 
dents cared to enquire how it was constituted ; and even now 
many persons, not generally ill informed, imagine it to be 
a council representing the Church of England. In truth the 
Convocation so often mentioned in our ecclesiastical history 
is merely the synod of the Province of Canterbury, and never 
had a right to speak in the name of the whole clerical body. 
The Province of York has also its Convocation : but, till the 
eighteenth century was far advanced, the Province of York 
was generally so poor, so imde, and so thinly peopled, that, 
in political importance, it could hardly be considered as more 
than a tenth part of the kingdom. The sense of the Southern 
clergy was therefore popularly considered as the sense of the 
whole profession. When the formal concuiTence of the 
l^orthern clergy was required, it seems to have been given a,s 
a matter of course. Indeed the canons passed by the Convo- 
cation of Canterbury in 1604 were ratified by James the Pirst, 
and were ordered to be strictly observed in every part of the 
kingdom two years before the Convocation of York went 
through the form of approving them. Since these ecclesi- 
astical councils became mere names, a great change has taken 
place in the relative position of the two Archbishoprics. 
In all the elements of power, the region beyond Trent is now 
at least - a third part of England. When in ^ui* own, time 
the representative system was adjusted to the altered state' of 
the country, almost all the small boroughs which it was 
necessary to disfranchise were in the south. Two thirds of ' 
the new members given to great provincial towns were given 
to the north. If therefore any English goveriinient should 
suffer the Convocations, as now constituted, to meet for the 
despatch of business, two independent spiocis would be legis- 
lating at the same time for one Chureli. It is by no means 
impossible that one assembly might adopt canons wliieli the 
other might reject, that one assembly might condemn as 
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heretical propositions wMcii the other might hold to he CHAP. 

^ orthodox.*' In the seTenteenth century no snch danger was . , 

apprehended. So little indeed/was the ConTOcation of York 
then considered, that the two .Houses of Parliament had, in 
their address to William, spoken only of one ConTocation, 
which they called the : Convocation of the Clergy of the 
Kingdom. . 

The hody which they thus not very accurately designated 
is divided into two Houses. The Upper House is composed 
of the Bishoiis of the Province of Canterhiiry. The Lower 
House consisted, in 1689, of a hundred and forty-four meni- 
hers. Twenty-twoDeans and hfty-four Archdeacons sate there 
in virtue of their offices. Twenty-four divines sate as proctors 
for twenty-four chapters. Only forty-four proctors were 
elected by the eight thousand parish priests of the twenty- 
two dioceses. These forty-four proctors, however, were almost 
all of one mind. The elections had in former times been eon- Election of 
ducted in the most quiet and decorous manner. But on this 
occasion the canvassing was eager : the contests were sharp : Yocation. 
Clarendon, who had refused to take the oaths, and his brother 
Eochester, the leader of the party which in the House of 
Lords had opposed the Comprehension Bill, had gone to Ox- 
ford, the head quarters of that party, for the purpose of ani- 
mating and organising the opposition.f The representatives 
of the parochial clergy must have been men whose chief dis- 
tinction was their zeal : for in the whole list can be found not 
a single illustrious name, and very few names which are now 
Imown even to persons well read in ecclesiastical history. J 
The official members of the Lower House, among whom were 
many distinguished scholars and preachers, seem to have been 
not very unequally divided. 

During the summer of 1689 several high spiritual dignities Ecclesias- 
became vacant, and were bestowed on divines who were sit- 
ting in the Jerusalem Chamber. #It has aheady been men- bestowed. 


^ 111 seTeral recent pablicatioiis tlie 
apprehension that differences might arise 
between the GonYocation of Yorh and 
the ConTocation of Caiiterhnry has been 
contemptuously pronounced chimerical. 
But it is not easy to understand why two 
independent Oonvoeations should be less 
lilvely to differ than two Houses of the 
^ame CoiiYocation ; and it is matter of 
notoriety that, in the reigns of William 
the Third and Anne, the two Houses of 
the Gonyoeation of Canterbury scarcely 
ever agreed. 


t Birch’s Life of Tillotson; Life of 
Prideaux. Prom Clarendon’s Diary, it 
appears that he and Eochester were at 
Oxford on the 23rd of Septemher. 

{ See the Boll in the Historical Ac- 
count of the present Convocation, ap- 
pended to the second edition of Vox 
Gleri, 1 690* The most considerable name 
that I perceive in the list of proctors 
chosen by the parochial clergy is that of 
Dr, John Mill, the editor of the Hreek 
Testament. 
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CHAP, tioned tliat Thomas, Bishop of Worcester, died just before 
J?Il_ the day fixed for tatmg the oaths. Lake, Bishop of Chiches- 
ter, lived just long enough to refuse them, and with his last 

Tbrcatli declared tliat lie wotild maiiitaiii eTcn at tiio stake tlie 
doctrine of indefeasible bereditarj rigbt. The see of CHcbes- ^ 
ter was filed bj Patrick, and that of Worcester by Stiling- 
fleet ; and tbe deanery of Saint Paiifs wMcb Stillingfleet 
quitted was given to Tilotson. That Tfllotson was not raised 
to tbe episcopal bench excited some surprise. But in trntli it 
was because the government held his services in the highest 
estimation that he was suffered to remain a little longer a 
simple presbyter. The most important office in the Convo- 
cation was that of Prolocutor of the Lower House : the Pro- ■ 
locutor was to be chosen by the members ; and it was hoped^'r;^ 
at Court that they would choose Tilotson. It had in fact j 
been already determined that he should be the next Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury. When he went to kiss hands for Hs I 
new deanery he warmly thanked the King. Your Majesty 
has now set me at ease for the remainder of my life.” Wo 
such thing, Doctor, I assm^e yon,” said William. He then 
plaiily intimated that, whenever Sancroft should cease to 111 I 
the highest ecclesiastical station, Tilotson would succeed to 
■ it. Tilotson stood aghast : for his natui’e was quiet and iiii- 
ambitious ; he was beginning to feel the infirmities of old | 
age ; he eared little for rank or money : the worldly advaii- 2 
tages which he most valued were an honest fame and the | 
general good ml of mankind : those advantages lie ahead}- f 
possessed ; and he could not but be aware that, if he became | 
primate, he should incur the bitterest hatred of a powerful 
party, and should become a mark for obloqu}^, from which his | 
gentle and sensitive nature shrank as from the rack or the 
wheel. Wiliam was earnest and resolute. “ It is necessary,” 
he said, for my service ; and I must lay on your conscience ' 
the responsiblity of refusing me your help.” Here the con- | 
versation ended. It was, indeed, not necessary that the point ? 
should he immediately decided ; for several months .were stil 
to elapse before the Archbishopric would be vacant. 

Tilotson bemoaned himself with unfeigned anxiety and 
sorrow to Lady EusseU, whom, of al human beings, he most 
honoured and trusted.* He hoped, he said, that he was not 


* The letter in which Tillotson in- 
formed Lady Eiissell of the 3Sang’s inten- 
tions is printed in Birch’s hook : but the 
date is clearly erroneons. Indeed I feel 


assured that parts of two distinct letters 
hawe been by some blunder joined toge- 
ther. In one passage Tillotson informs 
his eorrespondeiit that Stillingfleet is 
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; iiicliiied. to skrinlc from tlie service of tlie Clinrcli ; ‘but lie chap. 
was convinced that Ms present line of . service was that in . ^ 

which he conld he most nsefol. If he should he forced to 
accept so high and so invidious a post as the primacj, he 
shoMd soon sinh iinder the load of duties and anxieties too 
heavy for Ms strength. His spirits, and with his spirits his 
abilities, wotild fail Mm. He gently complamed of Burnet, 
who loved and admired Mm with a fcrnly generous hearthiess, 
and who had laboured to persuade both the King and Queen 
that there was in England only one man fit for the highest 
ecclesiastical dignity. The Bishop of Salisbury, said 
Tillotson, is one of the best and worst friends that I tnow.^^ 

Kothing that was not a secret to Burnet was likely to be CoTnptoa 
long a secret to anybody. It soon began to be whispered 
about that the King had fixed on Tillotson to fill the place of 
Saiicroft. The news caused cruel mortification to Compton, 
who, not unnaturally, conceived that Ms own claims were un- 
rivalled. He had educated the Queen and her sister 5 and to 
the instruction wMch they had received from him might fairly 
be ascribed, at least in part, the firmness with wMch, in spite 
of the influence of their father, they had adhered to the es- 
tablished religion. Compton was, moreover, the only prelate 
who, during the late reign, had raised his voice in Parliament 
against the dispensing power, the only prelate who had been 
suspended by the High Commission, the only prelate who had 
signed the invitation to the Prince of Orange, the only pre- 
late who had actually taken arms against Popery and arbi- 
trary power, the only prelate, save one, who had voted against 
a Eegency. Among the ecclesiastics of the Province of 
Canterbury who had taken the oaths, he was highest in rank. 

He had therefore held, during some months, a vicarious 
primacy ; he had crowned the new Sovereigns ; he had con- 
secrated the new Bishops : he was about to preside in the 
Convocation. It may be added, that he was the son of an 
Earl, and that no person of equally high birth then sate, or 
had ever sate, since the Eeformation, on the episcopal bench. 

That the government should put over Ms head a priest of his 
own diocese, who was the son of a Yorkshire clothier, and 
who was distinguished only by abilities and virtues, was pro- 
voking 5 and Compton, though by no means a badhearted 
man, was much provoked. Perhaps Ms vexation was in- 

made Bishop of Worcester, and in an- crated Bishop of Worcester on the 13th 
other that Walker is made Bishop of of Octoher 1689, and Walker •was not 
Deny. Now Stillirgfieet was conse- made Bishop of Berry till June 1C90. 
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■chap; creased Iby the reflection that he' had^ for^ the sake of those by 
whom he was thus slighted^ done some things which had 
: strained Ms conscience and sullied his repHtatioiij that he had 
at one time practised the disingenuous arts of a diplomatist, H 
and at another time giren scandal to his brethren By wearing 
the buffcoat and jackboots of a trooper. He could not accuse 
Tillotson of inordinate ambition. But, though Tillotson was 
most unwilling to accept the Archbishopric himself, he did 
not use his influence in faTour of Compton, but earnestly re- 
commended StiUingfleet as the man fittest to preside over the 
Church of England. The consequence was that, on the ere 
of the meeting of Convocation, the Bishop who was to be at 
the head of the Upper House became the personal enemy of 
the presbyter whom the government wished to see at the head - ^ 
of the Lower House. This quarrel added new difficulties to 
difficulties which little needed any addition.* 

TlieCon- It was not till the twentieth of November that the 
Convocation met for the despatch of business. The place of 
meeting had, in former times, been Saint PauFs Cathedral. 

But Saint Paul’s Cathedral was slowly rising from its ruins ; 
and, though the dome already towered high above the hun- 
dred steeples of the City, the choir had not yet been 0|)ened 
for public worshii^. The assembly therefore sate at West- 
iniiister.t A table was placed in the beautiful chapel of 
Henry the Seventh. Compton was in the chair. On his 
light and left those suffi'agans of Canterbury who had taken 
the oaths were ranged iu gorgeous vestments of scarlet and 
miniver. Below the table was assembled the crowd of pres- 
byters. Beveridge preached a Latin sermon, in which he 
warmly eulogised the existing system, and yet declared hini- 
seif favourable to a moderate reform. Ecclesiastical laws 


were, he said, of two kinds. Some laws were fimdameiital 
and eternal: they derived their authority fi’Oin God; nor 
could any religious community abrogate them without ceas- 
ing to form a part of the universal Church. Other laws were 
local and temporary. They had been framed by human wis-' 
dom, and might be altered by human wisdom. They ought 
not indeed to be altered without grave reasons. But surely, 
at that moment, such reasons were not wanting. To unite a 
scattered flock in one fold under one shepherd, to remove 

* Birch’s Life of Tillotson. The Ac- which are known from other sources of 
count there given of the coldness between intelligence. 

Compton and Tillotson was taken by f Ohamberlajme’s State of England^ 
Ihrch from the MSS. of Henry Wharton, 18th edition, 
and is coiifirmed by many eirenmstances 
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stmnHiiigMocks from tlie patlb. of the weak, to reconcile CHAP, 
.hearts long, estranged^ to restore . spiritual discipline to its. ^ , .. 

priinitiire vigonr, to place the best and purest of Christian 
societies on a base broad enough to -stand against aU the 
attacks of earth and heU^ these were objects which might well 
justify .so,ine. modification^ not of Catholic institutions^' .but of 
national or provincial usages.* ' ■ 

The Lower House/having heard this discourse^' proceeded The High 
to appoint a Prolocutor. Sharp, who was ■ probably put 
forward by the .members.' favourable ■■ to a comprehension as ,. majority of 
one of the highest churchmen ,among them, proposed Tillot- 
son. tJane,.whO' had, refiised to .-act- under the. Eoyal.,'Goin- ConYo- 
missioii, . w.as., proposed , on the other side. Affcer ' some' nation. , 
animated' discussion, ., Jane . was . elected '.hy , fifty-five votes: tO' . .' 
twenty-eight. t ■ • 

', The' Prolocutor was formally presented to the Bishop of 
London, and. made, . according, to " ancient usage, a Latin 
oration. In'this oration' the Anglican Church was extolled' 
as the most perfect of all institutions. . There was a'very in- 
telli'gible'intim,ation that no change whatever 'in her. doctrine, 
her discij>lme, or her : ritual was required;- and the discourse 
concluded with a most significant' sentence. Compton, when 
a few months before he exhibited himself in the somewhat 
iinclerical character of a colonel of horse, , had ordered the 
colours of Ms regiment to he embroidered with the weU- 
known words Holumus leges Anglim mutari and with 
these words Jane closed Ms' peroration4 ' 

.Still the Low Gliurchnaen did not . relinquish all hoj)e. 

They very wisely determined to begin ..by proposing to sub- 
stitute lessons taken from the canonical books for the lessons 
taken from the Apocrypha. ; It should - seem 'that this was a 
suggestion which, even if there had not been' a single dis- 
senter in the kingdom, might well have been received with 
fevour. For the Church had, in 'her sixth Article, declared 
that the canonical books were, and' that the Apocryphal 
books were not, entitled to be called Holy Scriptures, and to 
be regarded as the rule of faith. -Even tMs reform, however, 
the High Churchmen were determ-ined to oppose. They 
asked, in pampMetS' which covered the counters of Pater- . 
noster Eow and Little Britain, why' country congregations 
should be deprived of the pleasure of hearing ' about the ball 

^ Coneio acl Synodum per GriilieliniLm eoiint of the Present ConTocation. 

Bevereg’iiim, 1689. | Kennet’s History, iii. 552, 

t Luftreirs Diary; Historical Ac- 
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CHAP, ■ of pitct witli wMcli Danielehoked tlie dragon, and about the ' 

. ; fish whose liver gave forth such' a fame' as sent the devil flj- 

ing from Ecbatana to Egypt. And were there not chapters 
of the wisdoni of the Son of Sirach far more interesting and 
edifying than the genealogies and muster rolls which made 
up a large part of the Chronicles of the Jewish Kings, and 
of the nari'ative of Kehemiah? No grave divine however 
would have liked to maintain, in Henry the Seventh’s Chapel, 
that it was’ impossible to find, in many hundreds of pages 
dictated by the Holy Spirit, fifty or sixty chapters more 
edifying than anything which could he extracted from the 
works of the most respectable uninspired moralist or histo- 
rian. The leaders of the majority therefore determined to 
shun a debate in which they must have been reduced to a 
disagreeable dilemma. Their plan was, not to reject the 
recommendations of the Commissioners, but to prevent those 
recommendations from being discussed ; and with this view 
a system of tactics was adopted which proved successfol. 

The law, as it had been interpreted during a long course of 
years, prohibited the Convocation from even deliberating on 
any ecclesiastical ordinance without a previous waiTant from 
the Crown. Such a warrant, sealed with the great seal, was 
brought in form to Henry the Seventh’s Cha2)el by Netting- . 
ham. He at the same time delivered a message from the 
King. His Majesty exhorted the assembly to consider 
calmly and without prejudice the recommendations of the 
Commission, and declared that he had nothing in view but 
the honour and advantage of the Protestant religion in 
general, and of the Church of England in particular.* / 

Difference The Bishops sj^eedily agreed on an address of thanks for 
tlieTw(r royal message, and requested the coiicuiTence of the ^ 

Houses of Lower House. Jane and his adherents raised objection after «*/ 
objection. Pirst they claimed the privilege of presenting ' 
a separate address. When they were forced to waive this 
claim, they refused to agree to any expression which imported 
that the Church of England had any fellcnTship -with any 
„ other Protestant community. Aiiieiidmeiits and reasons » 
were sent backward and forward. Conferences were held at I 
which Burnet on one side and Jane on the other were the 
chief speakers. At last, with great difliculty, a comproiiiise 
... was, made; and. an address, cold and ungracious compared 
with that ..which -the Bishops had framed, was presented to I 
, the: ,: King in the. Banqueting House. He dissembled his \ 

* Historical Accotmt of the Present Coiivoeation, 1689 . 
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vexation^ returned a Mud answer, and intimated a liope tliat 
tiie; assembly would now at length proceed to’ consider the 
greal question of Comprehension.* 

Siicii however was not the ‘intention of the leaders of the 
•Lower Iloiise. As soon as they were again in Henry the 
Seventh’s Chapel, one of them raised a debate about 'the. 
nonjiiiing , '.Bishops. In spite of- 'the tmfortnimte scruple 
which those prelates , entertained, they were learned and holy 
men. Their advice might, at this conjuncture, be of the 
greatest service to the Church. The Upper House was 
hardly an Upper House in the absence of the Primate and of 
many of his most respectable suffragans. Could nothing be 
done to remedy this evil ? t Another member complained of 
some pamx3hlets which had lately appeared, and in which the 
"Convocation was not treated with proper deference. The 
assembly took fire. Was it not monstrous that this heretical 
and schismatical trash should be cried by the hawkers about 
the streets, and should be exposed to sale in the booths of 
Westminster Hall, within a hundred yards of the Prolocu- 
tor’s chaii’? The work of mutilating the Liturgy and of 
turning cathedrals into conventicles might surely be post- 
poned till the Synod had taken measures to protect its own 
freedom and dignity. It was then debated how the printing 
of such scandalous books should be prevented. Some were 
for indictments, some for ecclesiastical censures. J In such 
deliberations as these week after week passed away. Hot a 
single proposition tending to a Comprehension had been even 
discussed. Christmas was approaching. At Christmas there 
was to be a recess. The Bishops were desirous that, during 
the recess, a committee should sit to prepare business. The 
Lower House refused to consent. § That House, it was now 
evident, was fully determined not even to enter on the con- 
sideration of any part of the plan which had been framed by 
the Eoyal Commissioners. The proctors of the dioceses were 
in a worse humour than when they first came up to West- 
minster. Many of them had probably never before passed a 
week in the capital, and had not been aware how great the 
difference was between a town divine and a country divine^ 
The sight of the luxuries and comforts enj oyed by the popular 
preachers of the city raised, not unnaturally, some sore feeL 

* Historical Accoimt of the Present Convocation; Kennet’s History. 
Convocation ; Burnet, ii. 58,; Kenuet’s J Historical Account of the Present 
History of the Eeign of "William and Convocation ; Kennet. 

Mary. § Historical Account of the Present 

t Historical Account of the Present Convocation. 
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I 

CHAP^ ; m Lmeoinsliire or ■ CaemarvoBsliire vicar wlio was i 

. ; ■ aecBstomed to live- as hardly as a' smaH; farmer. The very ; 

circmnstanco that the London clergy were generally for a 
comprehension made the representatives of the rural clergy i 
obstinate on the other side.* The prelates were^ as a body, 
sincerely desirous that some concession might be made to the | 
nonconformists. Bnt the prelates were utterly unable to ^ 
curb the mntinons democracy. They were few in ntmiber. 
Some of them were objects of extreme dislike to the parochial 
clergy. The President had not the Ml authority of a 
primate; nor was he sorry to see those who had, as he 
conceived, used him ill, thwarted and mortified. It was 
The Con- necessary to yield. The Convocation was prorogued for six 
proro^med When those six weeks had expired, it was prorogued 

* again ; and many years elapsed before it was permitted to ‘ 
transact bnsiness, 

So ended, and for ever, the hope that the Church of Eng- 
land might be induced to make some concession to the 
scruples of the nonconformists. A learned and respectable 
minority of the clerical order relinquished that hope with ^ 
deep regret. Yet in a very short time even Burnet and 
Tillotson found reason to believe that their defeat was really 
an escajpe, and that victory would have been a disaster. A 
reform, such as, in the days of Elizabeth, would have united A 
the great body of English Protestants, would, in the days of 
William, have 'alienated more hearts than it would have con- 
ciliated. The schism which the oaths had produced was, as 
yet, insignificant. Innovations such as those proposed by 
the Eoyal Commissioners would have given it a terrible ini- 
portance. As yet a layman, though he might think the pro- | 
ceedings of the Convention unjustifiable, and though he I 
might applaud the virtue of the nonjuring clergy, still con- I 
'tinned to sit under the accustomed pulpit, and to Imeel at 
the accustomed altar. But if, just at this coiijuiictiire, while [ 
his mind was irritated by what he thought the nu’Oiig done [ 
to his favourite divines, and while he was perhaps doubting ^ 


* That there was sach a jeatoiisy as I 
haye desexabed is admitted in the pam- 
phlet entitled Vox Cleri. “ Some country 
ministers, now of the Convocation, do 
now see in what great ease and plenty 
the City ministers live, who have their 
readers and lecturers, and frequent sup- 
plies, and sometimes tarry in the vestry 
till prayers be ended, and have great 
dignities in the Church, besides their 
rich parishes in the City/^ The author 


of tliis tract, once widely eelcl'irated, was \ 
Tlioina-s Long, proctor for the clergy of j 

the diocese of Exeter. In another pani- I 

phlet, published at this tiine, rht' rarui 1 
clergy men are said to ]m%'e seen with a a 
evil eye their London brethren refresh- 
ing themselves with sack aftm* preaeidjjg. 
tSeveral satirical allusions to the faltle of 
the Towm Jlouse and the Country blouse 
will he found in the pamphlets of that 
winter. 
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wlietlier lie oiiglit not to follow tliein, Ms ears and eyes liad 
leen sliocked by cbanges in tbe worsMp to wMcb. be was 
fondly attacbedj if tbe compositions of tbe doctors of tbe 
Jerasalem Cbamber bad taken tbe place of tbe old collects, if 
he bad seen clergymen witbont surplices carrying tbe cbabce 
and tbe paten np and down tbe aisle to seated communicants, 
tbe tie wbicb boniid him to tbe Established Cbnrcb would 
have been dissolved. He wonld have repaired to some non- 
juring assembly, where tbe service wMcb be loved was per- 
formed without mutilation. ' Tbe, new sect, wbicb as yet 
consisted almost exelnsivelj of priests, wonld soon have been 
swelled by nnmerons and large congregations ; and in those 
congregations wonld have been fonnd a much greater propor- 
tion of tbe opulent, of tbe highly descended, and of the highly 
•educated, than any other body of dissenters conld show. 
Tbe episcopal schismatics, thus reinforced, would probably 
have been as formidable to the new King and bis successors 
as ever tbe Puritan sobismatics bad been to the princes of 
the House of Stuart. It is an indisputable and a most 
instructive fact, that we are, in a great measure, indebted for 
the civil and religious liberty wMcb we enjoy to tbe perti- 
nacity with wbicb tbe High Church party, in the Convocation 
of 1689, refused even to deliberate on any plan of Compre- 
hension.* 


CHAP. 

XIV. 



* Burnet, ii. 3S, 34. The best narra- 
I tives of wliat passed in this OonTocation 
are the Historical Account appended to 
1 the second edition of Vox Cleri, and the 

! passage in Kennet’s History to which I 

have already referred the reader. The 
former narrative is by a very high church- 
man, the latter by a very low churchman, 
t, Those who are desirous of obtaining 
P fuller information must consult the eon- 
temporary pamphlets. Among them are 
Vox Popnli ; Vox Laiei ; Vox Begis et 


Begni ; the Healing Attempt ; the Letter 
to a Friend, by Dean Prideaux ; the Let- 
ter from a Minister in the Country to a 
Member of the Convocation ; the Answer 
to the Merry Answer to Vox Cleri ; the 
Bemarks from the Country upon two 
Letters relating to the Convocation ; the 
Vindication of the Letters in answer to 
Vox Cleri ; the Answer to the Country 
Minister’s Letter. Ail these tracts ap- 
peared late in 1689 or early in 1690. 
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CHAJPTEE XV, ■ ^ . ! 

While the Convocation was wrangling on one side of OH * 
Palace Yard, tlie Parliament was wrangling even more 
fiercely on tiie otter. Tte Houses, wMct tad separated on 
tte twentiett of August, tad met again on tte nineteentt of 
October. On tte day of meeting an important ctange struck ^ 
every eye. Halifax was no longer on tte woolsack. He tad-^ 
reason to expect ttat tte persecution, firom wtict te tad nar- 
rowly escaped in tte summer, would te renewed. Tte events 
wtict tad taken place during tte recess, and especially tte 
disasters of tte campaign in Ireland, tad furnisted tis 
enemies witt frest means of annoyance. His administration 
tad not teen successful; and, ttougt tis failure was partly 
to be ascribed to causes against wtict no tuman wisdom | 
could tave contended, it was also partly to be ascribed to tte 
peculiarities of tis temper and tis intellect. , It was certain ; 
ttat a large party in tte Commons would attempt to remove 
tim ; and te could no longer depend on tte protection of tis 
master. It was natural ttat a prince wto was emptatically 
a man of action stould become weary of a minister who was 
a man of siieculation. Charles, wto went to Council as te 
went to the play, solely to te amused, was delighted ivitt an 
adviser wto tad a hundred pleasant and ingenious things to > 
say on both sides of every question. But William tad no ^ 
taste for disquisitions and disputations, however lively and 
subtle, wtict occupied much time and led to no conclusion. 

It was reported, and is not irnprobatle, ttat on one occasion ! 

te could not refrain from expressing in sharp terms at tte ! 

council board Ms impatience at what seemed to M m: a morbid 
habit of indecision.* Halifax, mortified by Ms misetances in ^ 
pubtc tfe, dejected by domestic calamities, disturbed by ap- ' 
pretensions of an impeachment, and no loiigei’* supported by ^ 

* “ Halifax ' a an loie reprimande s4- June If. 1689. *®His mercurial wit/’ 

The publiquemert dans le eonseil par le says Burnet, ii. 4., was not well suited p 
Prince d’Orange pour avoir trop ha- with the King’s phlegm*” f 

ianc(^” — Avaux to He Croissy, Dublin, f 


WILLIAM/ AXD - MAHY, 


193 


4 ^ 



royal favour, became sick of public life, and began to pine for CHAP, 
the silence and solitude of his seat in ISTottinghamshire, an old . 
Cistercian Abbey buried deep among woods. Early in Octo- 
ber it was known that he would no longer preside in the 
Upper House« It was at the same time whispered as a great 
secret that he meant to retire altogether from business, and 
that he retained the Privy Seal only till a successor should be 
named. Chief Baron Atkyns was appointed Speaker of the 
Lords.* ' 

On some important points there appeared to he no dif- Supplies 
fereiiee of opinion in the legislature. The Commons unani- 
mously resolved that they wonld stand by the King in the work 
of reconquering Ireland, and that they would enable him to 
prosecute with vigour the war against Prance. t With equal 
unanimity they voted an extraordinary supply of two mil- 
lions.! if determined that the greater part of this sum 
should be levied hy an assessment on real property. The rest 
was to be raised partly by a poll tax, and partly by new duties 
on tea, coffee, and chocolate . It was proposed that a hundred 
thousand pounds should be exacted from the Jews ; and this 
proj)osition was at first favourably received hy the House : 
but difficulties arose. The Jews presented a petition in which 
they declared that they could not afford to pay such a sum, 
and that they would rather leave the kingdom than stay there 
to be ruined. Enlightened politicians could not but perceive 
that special taxation, laid on a small class which happens to 
be rich, unpopular, and defenceless, is really confiscation, 
and must ultimately impoverish rather than enrich the State. 

After some discussion, the Jew tax was abandoned. § 

The Bill of Eights, which, in the last Session, had, after The Hill 
causing much altercation between the Houses, been, suffered 
to drop, was again introduced, and was speedily passed. The 
peers no longer insisted that any person should be designated 
by name as successor to the crown, if Mary, Anne, and 
William should all die without posterity. During eleven 
years nothing more was heard of the claims of the House of 
Brunswick. 

The Bill of Eights contained some provisions which deserve 


?r' 


^ Clarendon’s Diary, Oct. 10. 1689; 
Lords’ Journals, Oct. 19. 1689. 

f Gonmions’ Junrnals, Oct. 24. 1689. 
j; Commons’ Journals, Nor. 2. 1689. 

I Commons’ Jouimals, KoYcmher 7. 
19., Dec. 30. 1689. The rule of the 
ITonse then was that no petition could 
"bo received against the imposition of a 

■ VOL. III. 


tax. Tins rule was, after a very hard 
fight, resoinded in 1 842. Tli e petition 
of the Jews was not received, and is not 
mentioned in the Journals. But some- 
thing may be learned about it from 
Luttrell’s Diary and from Urey’s De- 
bates, Hov. 19. 1689. 
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special mention. The Convention had resolved that it was 
contrary to the interest of the hingdom to be governed by a 
Papist, but had prescribed 110 test which could ascertain 
whether a prince was or was not a Papist. The defect was 
now supplied. It was enacted that every English Sovereign 
should, in fall Parliament, and at the coronation, repeat and 



subscribe the Declaration against Transubstantiation. 

It was also enacted that no person who should marry a 
Papist should be capable of reigning in England, and that, if 
the Sovereign should marry a Papist, the subject should be 
absolved from allegiance. Burnet boasts that this j)art of 
the Bill of Eights was his work. He had little reason to 
boast: for a more wretched specimen of legislative workman- 
ship will not easily be found. In the first place, no test k' 
prescribed. Whe'&er the consort of a Sovereign has taken 
the oath of supremacy, has signed the declaration against 
transubstantiation, has communicated according to the ritual 
of the Church of England, are very simple issues of fact. 

But whether the consort of a Sovereign is or is not a Papist 
is a question about which peoide may argue for ever. What 
is a Papist ? The word is not a word of definite signification 
either in law or in theology. It is merely a popular nick- 
name, and means very different things in difierent mouths. Is,, 
every person a Papist who is willing to concede to the Bishop 
of Eome a primacy among Christian prelates ? If so, Jaanes 
the First, Charles the First, Laud, Heyljui, were Papists."^ 

Or is the appellation to be confined to persons who hold the 
ultramontane doctrines touching the anthorxty of the Holy 
See ? If so, neither Bossuet nor Pascal was a Papist. 

What again is the legal effect of the words which absolve | 
the subject from his allegiance? Is it meant that a person 
arraigned for high treason may tender evidence to prove that^|f| 
the Sovereign has married a Papist? Would Thistlewood, | 
for example, have been entitled to an acquittal, if he could I 
have proved that King George the Fourth had manied Mrs. j 
Fitzherbert, and that Mrs. Fitzlierbert was a Pajxist ? It is ' 
not easy to believe that any tribunal would have gone into 

^ James, in the very treatise in which Ijn, speaking of Land’s negotiation with 

he tried to proye the Pope to be Anti- Rome, saysT^So that upon the point 

Christ, says: “For myself, if that were the Pope was to content himself anjong .u. 

yet the question, I would with ^ all my us in England with a priority instead of ’ 

heart give my consent that the Bishop of a superiority oyer other Bishops, and 
Rome should hayethe first seat.’' There with a primacy instead of a supremacy 
is a remarkable letter on this subject in these parts" of Cliristciidum, wliidi I 
written by James to Charles and Buck- eonceiye no man of learning and solmietj^ 
infi;ham, when they were in Spain. Hey- would have grudged to grant him ” 
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sucli a question. Tet to wliat purpose is it to enact that, in 
a certain case, the subject shall be absolved from his alle- 
giance, if the tribunal before which he is tried for a viola- 
tion of his allegiance is not to go into the question whether 
that case has arisen P 

The question of the dispensing power was treated in a very 
different manner, was fally considered, and was finally settled 
in the only way in which it could be settled. The Declara- 
tion of Eight had gone no further than to pronotmce that the 
dispensing power, as of late exercised, was iHegal. That a 
certain dispenshig power belonged to the Crown was a pro- 
position sanctioned by anthorities and precedents of which 
even Whig lawyers could not speak without respect : but as 
to the precise extent of this power hardly any two jurists 
were agreed; and every attempt to frame a definition had 
failed. At length by the BiU of Eights the anomalous 
prerogative which had caused so many fierce disputes was 
absolutely and for ever taken away."^ 

In the House of Commons there was, as might have been 
expected, a series of sharp debates on the misfortimes of the 
autumn. The negligence or corruption of the Navy Board, 
the frauds of the contractors, the rapacity of the, captains of 
the King’s ships, the losses of the London merchants, were 
themes for many keen speeches. There was indeed reason 
for anger. A severe enquiry, conducted by William in per- 
son at the Treasury, had just elicited the fact that much of 
the salt with which the meat furnished to the fleet had been 
cured had been by accident mixed with galls such as are used for 
the purpose of making ink. The victuallers threw the blame 
on the rats, and maintained that the provisions thus sea- 
soned, though certainly disagreeable to the palate, were not 
injurious to health.f The Commons were in no temper to 
listen to such excuses. Several persons who had been con- 
cerned in cheating the government and poisoning the seamen 
were taken into custody by the Seijeant.J But no censure 
was passed on the chief offender, Torrington; nor does it ap- 
pear that a single voice was raised against him. He had 
personal friends in both parties. He had many popular 
qualities. Even his vices were not those which excite 
public hatred. The people readily forgave a courageous 
openhanded sailor for being too fond of his bottle, Ms boon 
companions, and his mistresses, and did not sufficiently coii- 

^ Stat. 1 W. & M. sess. 2. c. 2. t Commons^ loxirnals and Grey’s I)e- 

t Treasury Minute Look, Nov. ?>. 1689. bates, Nov. 13, 14. 18, 19, 23. 28. 1689. 
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CHAP, sider How great must be the perils of a country of wMch tlie 
. ■ safety depends on a man sunk in indolence, stupified by wine, 

enervated by licentiousness, ruined by prodigality, and en- 
. slaved by sycophants and harlots. 

Enquiry The Sufferings of the army in Ireland called forth strong 
conduct of expressions of sympathy and indignation. The Commons did 
the Irish justice to the firmness and wisdom with which Schomberg had 
conducted the most arduous of all campaigns. That he had. 
not achieved more was attributed chiefly to the villany of the 
Commissariat. The pestilence itself, it was said, would have 
been no serious calamity if it had not been aggravated by the 
wickedness of man. The disease had generally spared those 
who had warm garments and bedding, and had swept away by- 
thousands those who were thinly clad and who slept on 
wet ground. Immense sums had been drawn out of the Trea- 
sury; yet the pay of the troops was in arrear. Hundreds of 
horses, tens of thousands of shoes, had been paid for by the 
public : yet the baggage was left behind for want of beasts to 
draw it 5 and the soldiers were marching barefoot fehrough the 
mire. Seventeen hundred pounds had been charged to the 
government for medicines : yet the common drugs with which 
every apothecary in the smallest market to-wn was provided 
were not to be found in the plaguestrieken camp. The cry 
against Shales was loud. An address was carried to the 
throne, requesting that he might be sent for to England, and 
that his accounts and papers might be secured. With this 
request the King readily complied : but the Whig majority was 
not satisfied. By whom had Shales been recommended for so 
important a place as that of Commissary General ? He had 
been a favourite at Whitehall in the worst times. He had 
been zealous for the Declaration of Indulgence. Why had 
this creature of James been entrusted with the business of ^ 
catering for the army of William ? It was proj>osed by some 
of those who were bent on driving ah. Tories and Trimmers 
from office to ask His Majest)’^ by whose advice a man so un- 
deserving of the royaT confidence had been employecl The 
most moderate and judicious Whigs pointed out the indecency 
and impolicy of interrogating the King, and of forcing him 
either to accuse his ministers or to quarrel with the represen- 
tatives of his people. Advise His Majesty, if you wM/^ said 
Somers, ‘^Ho -withdraw Ms confidence from the counsellors who 
recommended this unfortunate appointment. Such advice, 
given, as we should probably give it, unanimously, must have 
great weight with him. 'Hut do not put to Mm a question 
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siicli as no priyate gentleman wonld willingly answer. Do 
not force lilm, in defence of Ms own personal dignity^ to pro- 
tect tlie very men whom yon wish Mm to discard.” After a 
hard fight, oi, two .days, and ^seyeral divisions, the address was 
carried by a hnndred and ninety-five votes to a hundred and 
forty-six.* * * § ^ The King, “as might have been foreseen, coldly 
refused to turn informer; and the House did not press him. 
further. t To another address, which requested that a Com- 
mission might be sent to examine into the state of things in 
Ireland, William returned a very gracious answer, and deshed 
the Commons to name the Commissioners. The Commons, 
not to be outdone in courtesy, excused themselves, and left it 
^ to Ills Majesty’s wisdom to select the fittest persons.^ 

In the midst of the angry debates on the Irish war a pleashig 
incident produced for a moment goodhumour and unanimity. 
Walker had arrived in London, and had been received there 
with boundless enthusiasm. His face was in every print shop, 
.newsletters describing his person and his demeanour were 
sent to every corner of the kingdom. Broadsides of prose and 
verse written in his praise were cried in every street. The 
^ Companies of London feasted him splendidly in their halls. 

! The common people crowded to gaze on him wherever he 

moved, and almost stifled him with rongh caresses. Both the 
Universities offered Mm the degree of Doctor of Divinity. 
Some of his admirers advised him to present himself at the 
palace in that military garb in which he had repeatedly headed 
the sallies of Ms fellow townsmen. But, with a better judg- 
ment than he sometimes showed, he made his appearance at 
Hampton Court in the peaceful robe of Ms profession, was 
^ most graciously received, and was presented with an order for 
five thousand pounds. And do not think, Doctor,” William 
said, with great benignity, that I offer you this sum as pay- 
ment for your services. I assure you that I consider your 
claims on me as not at all diminished.” § ’ 

It is true that amidst the general applause the voice of de- 
traction made itself heard. The defenders of Londonderry 
were men of two nations and of two religions. During the 
sieg’e, hatred of the Irishry had held together all Saxons ; and 

• * Commons’ Jommals and Grey’s I)e- Observations upon Mr. Walker’s Account 

' bates, ITov. 26. and 27. 1689. of the Siege of Londonderry, licensed 

■f Commons’ Journals, November 28., October 4. 1689 ; Luttrcll’s T)iary; Mr. 
December 2. 1689. J. Mackenzie’s Narrative a False Libel, 

I Commons’ Journals and Grey’s De- a Defence of Mr, G. Walker ■written by 
bates, November 30., December 2. 1689. his Friend in his Absence, 1690. 

§ London Giizette, September 2.1689; 
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CHAP, hatred of Popery had held together all Protestants. : 

. when the danger was over^ the Englishman and the Scotch- 
man, the Episcopalian and the Presbyterian, began to wrangle 
about the distribution of praises and awards. The dissenting 
preachers, who had zealously assisted Walker in the hour of 
peril, complained that, in the account which he had published 
of the siege, he had, though acknowledging that they had done , 

good service, omitted to mention their names. The complaint ! 
was just, and, had it been made in a manner becoming Chris- 
tians and gentlemen, would probably have produced a consi- 
derable effect on the public mind. But Walker^s accusers in 
their resentment disregarded truth and decency, used scur- g 
rilous language, brought calumnious aecusations which weri^ 
triumphantly refuted, and thus threw away the advantage, 
which they had possessed. Walker defended himself with 
moderation and candour. His friends fought his battle with 
vigour, and retaliated keenly on his assailants. At Edinburgh 
perhaps the public opinion might have been against him. But 
in London the controversy seems only to have raised his cha- 
racter. He was regarded as an Anglican divine of eminent 
merit, who, after having heroically defended his religion . ] 

■ against an army of Irish Eapparees, was rabbled by a mob 
Scotch Covenanters.* 

He presented to the Commons a petition setting forth the , 
destitute condition to which the widows and orphans of some 
brave men who had fallen during the siege were now reduced. ' 
The Commons instantly passed a Tote of thanks to him, and 
resolved to present to the King an address requesting that ten 
thousand pounds might be distributed among the families 
whose sufferings had been so touchingly described. The nest t 
day it was rumoured about the benches that Walker was in 
the lobby. He was called in. The Speaker, with gi’eat dig- 
nity and grace, informed him that the House had made haste 
to comply with his request, commended him in high terms for 
having taken on himself to govern and defend a city betrayed 
by its proper governors and defenders, and charged him to tell 
those who had fought mider him that their fidelity and valour 


^ Walker’s Tnie Aecoimt, 1689 ; An 
Apologj for tlie Failures charged on the 
True Account, 1689 ; Eeflections on the 
Apology, 1689; A Vindication of the 
True Account by Walker, 1689 ; Mac- 
kenzie’s Narrative, 1690; Hr. Macken- 
zie’s Narrative a False Libel, 1690; Dr. 
Walker’s Invisible Chanapion foyled by 
Mackenzie, 1690; Welwood’s Mercurius 


Beformatus, I)ec. 4. and 11. 1689. The 
Oxford editor of Burnet’s History ex 
presses his surprise at the silence whi(*h ^ 'f 
the Bishop observes about Walker. In ^ 
the Burnet MS. Harl. 6584. there is an ! 
animated panegyric on Walker. Wliy : 

that panegyric does not appear in the f 

History, I am at a loss to explain. I 
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would always M lield in gratefal rememTbraiice Ly tlie Com- 
mons of England.*. , 

About tbe same time tlie course of parliamentary business 
was diversified by , another , cnrions and interesting episode^ 
wMcli, lilre the former^ sprang out of the events of the Irish 
war. In the precedmg : spring,; w messenger from.: 

Ireland brought evil tidings^: and when the-atithority of James 
was acknowledged in every part of that kingdom, except be- 
hind the ramparts of Londonderry and on the bankspf Lough 
Erne, it was natural that Englishmen should rememher with 
how terrible an energy the great Puritan warriors of the pre- 
ceding generation had crushed the insurrection of the Celtic 
race. The names of Cromwell, of Ireton, and of the other 
chiefs of the conquering army, were in many mouths. One 
of those chiefs, Edmund Ludlow, was still li?ing. At twenty- 
two he had served as a volunteer in the parliamentary army : 
at thirty he had risen to the rank of Lieutenant General. He 
wasnow old : but the vigour of his mind was unimpaired. His 
courage was of the truest temper; his understanding strong, 
but narrow. What he saw he saw clearly : ' but he /saw not 
much at a glance. M an age of perfidy and levity,^^ h 
amidst manifold temptations and dangers, adhered firmly to 
the principles of his youth. His enemies could not deny that 
Ms life had been consistent, and that with the same spirit with 
which he had stood up against the Stuarts he had stood up 
against the Gromwells. There was but a single blemish on 
Ms fame : hlit that blemish, in the opinion of the great ma- 
jority of his countrymen, was oneTor which no merit could 
compensate and which no time could efface. His name and 
seal were on the death warrant of Charles the First. 

After the Eestoration, Ludlow found a refuge on the shores 
of the Lake of Geneva. He was accompanied thither by 
another member of the High Gourtof Justice, John Lisle, the 
husband of that Alice Lisle whose death has left a lasting stain 
on the memory of James the Second. But even in Switzerland 
the regicides were not safe. A large price was set on their 
heads; and a succession of Irish adventurers, inflamed by 
national and religious animosity, attempted to earn the bribe. 
Lisle fell by the hand of one of these assassins. But Ludlow 
escaped unhurt from ah the machinations of his enemies. A 
small knot of vehement and determined Whigs regarded Mm 
with a veneration, which increased as years rolled away, and 
left him almost the only survivor, certainly the most illustrious 

^ CommoBs' Journals, November 18. and 19. 1689 ; and Grey’s Debates. 
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survivor, of a migMy race of men, tlie conquerors in a terrible 
, civil war, the judges of a Mng, the founders of a republic. 
More thcan once he had been invited by the enemies of the 
House of Stuart to leave his asylum, to become their captain, 
and to give the signal for rebellion : but he had wisely refused 
to take any part in the desperate enterprises which the 
Wildmans and Fergusons were never weary of planning,* 
The Eevolution opened a new prospect to Mm\ The right 
of the people to resist oppression, a right which, during many 
years, no man could assert without exposing himself to eccle- 
siastical anathemas and to civil penalties, had been solemnly 
recognised by the Estates of the realm, and had been pro- 
claimed by Garter King at Arms on the very spot where the 
memorable scaffold had been set up forty years before. James 
had not, indeed, like Charles, died the death of a traitor. 
Yet the punishment of the son might seem to differ from the 
punishment of the father rather in degree than in principle. 
Those who had recently waged war on a tyrant, who had 
turned him out of his palace, who had frightened him out of 
his country, who had deprived him of his crown, might per- 
haps think that the crime of going one step farther had been 
sufficiently expiated by thirty years of banishment. Ludlow^’s 
admirers, some of whom appear to have been in high public 
situations, assured him that he might safely ventui’e over, 
nay, that he might expect to be sent in high command to 
Ireland, where his name was still cherished by his old soldiers 
and by their children. f He came ; and early in September 
it was known that he was in London, f But it soon appeared 
that he and his friends had misunderstood the temper of the 
English people. By all, except a small extreme section of the 
Whig party, the act, in which he had borne a part never to 
be forgotten, was regarded, not merely with the disappro- 
bation due to a great violation of law and justice, but with 
horror such as even the Gunpowder Plot had not excited. The 
absurd and almost impious service w^hich is still read in our 
churches on the thirtieth of January had produced in the 
minds of the vulgar a strange association of ideas: The 
sufferings of Charles were confounded with the sufferings of 
the Eedeemer of mankind; and every regicide was a Judas, 
a Caiaphas, or a Herod. It was true that, when Ludlow sate 


•t, 




* Wade’s Confession, Harl MS. 684d. and one of King Charles the First his 
t See the Preface to the First Edition Judges, is arrived lately in this kingdom 
of his Memoirs, Vevay, 1698, ^ from Svritzerland.” Luttrell’s liiary, 

{ " Colonel Ludlow, an old OUverian, September 1689. ^ 
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on tlie tribunal in Wesstminsier Hall, be was an ardent en- CHAP, 
tlmsiast of twenty-eight, and that be now returned from exile . 
a greyheaded and wrinkled man in bis seventieth year. 

Mfg Perhaps, therefore,; if he had been content to live in close 
^ retirement, and to shun places of public resort, even zealous 
Eoyalists might not have grudged the old Eepublioaii a grave 
in his native soil. But he had no thought of hiding himself. 

It was soon rumoured that one of those murderers, who had 
brought on England guilt, for which she annually, in sack- 
cloth and ashes, implored God not to enter into judgment 
with her, was strutting about the streets of her capital and 
boasting that he should ere long command her armies. His 
5 lodgings, it was said, were the head quarters of the most noted 
enemies of monarchy and episcopacy.* The subject was 
brought before the House of Commons. The Tory members 
called loudly for justice on the traitor. None of the Whigs 
ventured to say a word in his defence. One or two faintly 
expressed a doubt whether the fact of his return had been 
proved by evidence such as would warrant a parliamentary 
proceeding. This objection was disregarded. It was resolved, 
without a division, that the King should be requested to issue 
a proclamation for the apprehending of Ludlow. Seymour 
presented the address; and the King promised to do what 
was asked. Some days however elapsed before the proclama- 
tion appeared.! Ludlow had time to make his escape, and 
hid himself in his Alpine retreat, never again to emerge. 

English travellers are stiU taken to see his house close to the 
lake, and his tomb in a church among the vineyards which 
overlook the little town of Vevay, On the house was for- 
merly legible an inscription purporting that to him to whom 
— i God is a father every land is a fatherland J ; and the epitaph 

on the tomb still attests the feelings with which the stem old 
Puritan to the last regarded the people of Ireland and the 
House of Stuart. 

Tories and Whigs had concurred, or had affected to concur, Violence of 
in paying honour to Walker and in putting a brand on Lud- 
low. But the feud between the two parties was more bitter 
than ever. The King' had entertained a hope that, during 
the recess, the animosities which had in the preceding session 

TLird Caveat against the Whigs, patris.” See Addison’s Travels. It is 
1712. a remarhahle circumstance that Addison, 

t Commons’ Journals, Hovemher 6. though a /Whig, speaks of Ludlow in 
and 8. 1689; Grej’s Debates; London language which would better have bc- 
Gazette, November 18. come a Tory, and sneers at the in*- 

I “ Omne solum forti patria, quia scription as cant. 
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prevented an Act of Indemnity from passmg wonldlxave been 
Ltigated. On tbe day on which the ’ 

he had pressed them earnestly to pnt an end to the fear and 
discord which conld never cease to exist, while great numbers 
held their property and their liberty, _ and not a few even 
their lives, by an uncertain tenure. His exhortation prove 
of ilo effect. October, November, . December passed away ; 
and nothing was done. An Indemnity Bill mdeed had been 
brouo-ht in, and read once: but it had ever smce lain neg- 
lected on the table of the House.* Vindictive as had been 
the mood in which the Whigs had left Westminster, the mood 
in which they returned was more vmdictive stiU.^ Smarting 
from old sufferings, drunk with recent prosperity, bummg 
with implacable resentment, confident of irresistible strength, 

thev were not less rash and headstrong than m the days ot 
the Exclusion Bffl. Sixteen hundred and eighty was come 
ac^ain. Again aU compromise was rejected. Agam the 
voices of the wisest and most upright friends of hberty were 
drowned by the clamour of hotheaded and designmg agitators. 
A^ain moderation was despised as cowardice, or execrated as 
treachery. Ah the lessons taught by a cruel experience 
were forgotten. The very same men who had expiated, by 
years of humniation, of imprisonment, of penury, of exile, 
the folly with which they had misused the advantage given 
them by the Popish plot, now misused with equal foUy the 
advantage given them by the Eevolution. -Eie second i^- 
ness wo^d, in all probabfiity, hke the first, have ended in 
their proscription, dispersion, decimation, but for the uiag- 
nanimity and wisdom of that great prmce, who, bent 
fillmo' his mission, and msensible alike to flattery and to 
outrage, coldly and inflexibly saved ihem in their oim despite. 

It seemed that nothing but blood would satisfy them. 
The aspect and the temper of the House of Cominons remhided 
men of the time of the ascendency of Oates; and that 
nothino' might be wanting to the resemblance, Oates himself 
was there: As a witness, indeed, he could now render no ser- 
vice : but he had caught the scent of carnage, and came to 
gloat on the butchery in which he could no longer take an 
active part. His loathsome features were again daily seen, 
and his well known “ Ah Laard, ah Laard !” was again daily 
heard m the lobbies and in the gallery .f The House fell first 
on the renegades of the late reign. Of those renegades the 
Earls of Peterborough and Salisbury were the highest in 

» Commons’ Journals, Hoy. 1.7. 1689. t Eogci North’s Life of Dudley North. 
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rani, l)tit •were also the lowest in intellect : for Salisbury bad 
always been an idiot; and Peterborongb bad long been a 
dotard. It was however resolved by the Commons that both 
had, by jomiiig the Chnrch of Eome, committed high treason, 
and that both should be impeached.* A message to that 
effect was sent to the Lords. Poor old Peterborough was 
instantly taken into custody, and was sent tottering on a 
crutch, and wrapped up in woollen stuffs, to the Tower. The 
next day Salisbury was bronght to the bar of his peers. He 
muttered something about his youth and his foreign educa- 
tion, and was then sent to bear Peterborough company, f The 
Commons had meanwhile passed on to offenders of humbler 
station and better understanding. Sir Edward Hales was 
brought before them. He had doubtless, by holding office in 
defiance of the Test Act, incurred heavy penalties. But these 
penalties fell far short of what the revengeful spirit of the 
victorious party demanded; and he was committed as a 
traitor. J Then Obadiah Walker was led in. He behaved 
with a pusillanimity and disingenuousness which deprived 
him of all claim to respect or pity. He protested that he had 
never changed his religion, that his opinions had always been 
and still were those of some highly respectable divines of the 
Church of England, and that there were points on which he 
differed from the Papists. In spite of this quibbling, he was 
pronounced guilty of high treason, and sent to prison. § Then 
Castehnaine was put to the bar, interrogated, and committed 
under a warrant which charged him with the capital crime of 
trying to reconcile the kingdom to the Church of Eome. j| 

In the meantime the Lords had appointed a Committee to 
enquire who were answerable for the deaths of Eussell, of 
Sidney, and of some other eminent Whigs. Of this Com- 
mittee, which was popularly called the Murder Committee, 
the Earl of Stamford, a Wliig who had been deeply concerned 
in the plots formed by his party against the Stuarts, was 
chairman.^ The books of the Council were inspected : the 
clerks of the Council were examined ; some facts disgraceful 
to the Judges, to the Solicitors of the Treasury, to the wit- 
nesses for the Crown, and to the keepers of the state prisons, 
were elicited ; but about the packing of the juries no evidence 

GIiureL Histoiy, VIII. ii. 3. 

I Commons’ JournalSj Octcljer 28. 
1089, The proceedings "wili be found 
in the collection of State Trials. 

% Lords’ Jornmls, Not. 2. and 6. 
1689. 


^ Commons’ Journals, Oct. 26. 1689. 
t Lords’ Jonriials, October 26. and 
27. 1689. 

J Commons’ Journals, Ocfc. 26. 1689. 
§ Commons’ Journals, Oct. 26. 1689 ; 
Wood’s Athenae Oxonienses ; Dod’s 


CHAP. 

XY, 


Oommittew 
of Murder. 


204 


CEAP. 

XY. 


Malevo- 
lence of 
John 

Hampden. 


■ .V, ■ * 

HISTOEY OF ENGLAYE. 


could be obtained. Tbe Sheriffs kept their own counseL Sir 
. Dudley Worth, in. particular, underwent a most severe cross 
examination with characteristic clearness of head and firmness 
of temper, and steadily asserted that he had never troubled 
himself about the political opinions of the persons whom he 
put on any panel, but had merely enquired whether they were 
substantial citizens. He was undoubtedly lying.; and so some 
of the Whig peers told him in very plain words and in very 
loud tones: but, though they were morally certain of his 
guilt, they could find no proofs which would support a 
criminal charge against him. The indelible stain however 
remains on his memory, and is still a subject of lamentation 
to those who, while loathing his dishonesty and cruelty, 
cannot forget that he was one of the most original, profomid, 
and accurate thinkers of his age.* 

Halifax, more fortunate than Dudley Worth, was completely 
cleared, not only from legal, but also from moral guilt. He 
was the chief object of attack ; and yet a severe examination 
brought nothing to light that was not to his honour. Tillotson 
was called as a witness. He swore that he had been the 
channel of communication between Halifax and Eussell when 
Eussell was a prisoner in the Tower. My Lord Halifax,’'’ 
said the Doctor, showed a very compassionate concern for 
my Lord Eussell ; and my Lord Eussell charged me with his 
last thanks for my Lord Halifax’s humanity and kindness.” 
It was proved that the unfortunate Duke of Monmouth had 
borne similar testimony to Halifax’s good nature. One hos- 
tile witness indeed was produced, John Hampden, whose 
mean supplications and enormous bribes had saved his neck 
from the halter. He was now a powerful and prosperous man : 
he was a leader of the dominant party in the House of Coiii- 
mous; and yet he was one of the most unhappy beings on 
the face of the earth. The recollection of the pitiable figure 
which he had made at the bar of the Old Bailey embittered 
his temper and impelled him to avenge himself without mercy 
on those who had directly or indirectly contributed to his 
humiliation. Of all the Whigs he was the most intolerant 
and the most obstinately hostile to all plans of amnesty. The 
consciousness that he had disgraced himself made him jealous 
of his dignity and quick to take offence. He eonstantlj 
paraded his services and Ms sufferings, as if he hoped that 
this ostentatious display would hide from others the stain 
which nothing could hide from himself. Having during 
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many montlis harangued Teheinently against Halifax in the 
House of Commons, lie now came to swear against Halifax 
before the Lords, The scene was enrions. The witness re- 
presented himself as haying saved his country, as having 
planned the Eevolution, as having placed Their Majesties on 
the throne. He then gave evidence hitended to show that 
his life had been endangered by the machinations of the Lord 
Privy Seal : but that evidence missed the mark at which it 
was aimed, and recoiled on him from whom it proceeded. 
Hampden was forced to acknowledge that he had sent his 
wife to implore the intercession of the man whom he was 
now persecuting. Is it not strange,’^ asked Halifax, that 
you should have requested the good offices of one whose 
"arts had brought your head into peril “ Not at all,^^ said 
Hampden : to whom was I to apply except to the men who 
were in power? I applied to Lord Jeffreys: I applied to 
Pather Petre ; and I paid them six thousand pounds for their 
services.’’ Bnt did Lord Halifax take any money ? ’^ Wo : 
I cannot say that he did.” And, Mr. Hampden, did not 
you afterwards sendyour wife to thank him for his kindness?” 

Yes : I believe I did,” answered Hampden : but I know 
of no solid effects of that kindness. If there were any, I 
should be obliged to my Lord to tell me what they were.” 
Disgraceful as had been the appearance which this degenerate 
heir of an illnstrious name had made at the Old Bailey, the 
appearance which he made before the Committee of Murder 
was more disgraceful still,"^ It is pleasing to know that a 
person who had been far more cruelly wronged than he, hut 
whose nature differed widely from his, the nohleminded Lady 
EusseE, remonstrated against the injustice with which the 
extreme Whigs treated Halifax.f . 

The malice of John Hampden, however, was unwearied and 
unabashed. A. few days later, in a committee of the whole 
House of Commons, on the state of the nation, he made a 
bitter speech, in which he ascribed all the disasters of the 
year to the influence of the men who had, in the days of the 
Exclusion Bill, been censured by Parliaments, of the men 
who had attempted to mediate between James and William. 
The K in g, he said, ought to dismiss from his counsels and 
presence all the three noblemen who had been sent to nego- 
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^ Tlie report is in the Lords’ Jour- of Lady Montague to Lady Russell, 
nals, Dee. 20. 1689. Hampden’s ex- dated Dee. 23. 1689, three days after 
, amiiiation was on the 1 8th of Noyember. the Conimittee of Murder had reported, 

t This, I think, is clear from a letter 

r 


niSTOKT OF ENGLAND, 


tiate with Mm at Hungerford. He went on to speat of the 
. danger of employing men of republican principles. He doubt- 
less alluded to the cHef object of his implacable malignity. 
For Halifax, though from temper ayerse to yiolent ehanges,iyas 
well known to be in speculation a republican, and often talked, 
with much ingenuity and pleasantry, against hereditary 
monarchy. The only effect, however, of the reflection now 
thrown on him was to call forth a roar of derision. That a 
Hampden, that the grandson of the great leader of the Long 
Parliament, that a man who boasted of having conspired with 
Algernon Sidney against the royal House, should use the 
word republican as a term of reproach ! When the storm of 
laughter had subsided, several members stood up to vindicate 
the accnsed statesmen. Seymour declared that, much as he 
disapproved of the manner in which the administration had 
lately been conducted, he conld not concur in the vote wMch 
John Hampden had proposed. Look where you wiU,” he 
said, to Ireland, to Scotland, to the navy, to the army, you 
will find abundant proofs of mismanagement. If the war is 
still to be conducted by the same hands, we can expect no- 
thiug but a recurrence of the same disasters. But I am not 
prepared to proscribe men for the best thing that they ever 
did in their lives, to proscribe men for nUempting to avert a 
revolution by timely mediation.'*^ It was jnstly said by 
another speaker that Halifax and Nottingham had been sent 
to the Dutch camp because they possessed the confidence of 
the nation, because they were universally known to be hostile 
to the dispensing power, to the Popish religion, and to the 
French ascendency. It was at length resolved that the Hing 
should be requested in general terms to find out and to remove 
the authors of the late miscarriages,'^ A committee was 
appointed to prepare an address. John Hampden was chair- 
man, and drew up a representation in terms so bitter that, 
when it was reported to the House, Hs own father expressed 
disapprobation, and one member exclaimed ; “ TMs an ad- 
dress 1 It is a libel.” After a sharp debate, the Address was 
recommitted, and was not again mentioned. f 

• Indeed, the animosity which a large part of the House had 
felt against Halifax was beginning to abate. It was known 
that, though he had not yet formally delivered up the Privy 
Seal, he had ceased to be a confidential adviser of the Crown. 
The power which he had enjoyed during the first months of 

* Commons’ Journals, Dec. 14. 1689 ; f Commons’ Journals, Dec. 21.; Groy’s 
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tte reign of Williani and Mary liad passed to tlie more chap. 
daring, more iinscrnpnlons, and more practical Caermartlien, . 
against whose infinence Shrewsbury contended in vain. Per- 
sonally Shrewsbury stood high in the royal favour : but he 
was a leader of the Whigs, and, like all leaders of parties, 
was frequently pushed forward against his will by those who 
seemed to follow him. He was himself inclined to a mild 
and moderate policy ; but he had not sufficient firmness to 
withstand the clamorous importunity with which such poli- 
ticians as J ohn Howe and J ohn Hampden demanded vengeance 
on their enemies. His advice had therefore, at this time, 
little weight with his master, who neither loved the Tories 
nor trusted them, but who was folly determined not to pro- 
scribe them. 

Meanwhile the Whigs, conscions that they had lately sunk 
in the opinion both of the King and of the nation, resolved on 
making a bold and crafty attempt to become independent of 
both. A perfect account of that attempt cannot be con- 
structed out of the scanty and widely dispersed materials 
which have come down to us. Yet the story, as it may still 
be put together, is both interesting and instructive. 

A bin for restoring the rights of those corporations which 
had surrendered their charters to the Crown during the last 
two reigns had been brought into the House of Commons, had Bill, 
been received with general applause by men of afi parties, 
had been read twice, and had been referred to a select com- 
mittee, of which Somers was chairman. On the second of 
January Somers brought up the report. The attendance of 
Tories was scanty ; for, as no important discussion was ex- 
pected, many country gentlemen had left town, and were 
keeping a merry Christmas by the blazing chimneys of their 
manor houses. The muster of zealous Whigs was strong. 

' As soon as the bill had been reported, Sacheverell, renowned 
in the stormy Parliaments of the reign of Charles the Second 
as one of the ablest and keenest of the Exclusionists, stood up 
and moved to add a clause providing that every municipal 
functionary who had in any manner been a party to the sur- 
rendering of the franchises of a borough should he incapable 
for seven years of holding any office in that borough. The 
constitution of almost every corporate town in England had 
been remodelled during that hot fit of loyalty which followed 
the detection of the Eye House Plot ; and, in almost every 
corporate town, the voice of the Tories had been for delivering 
up the charter, and for trusting everything to the paternal 
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care of tlie Sovereign, Tlie effect of Sadieverell’s danse, 
.. therefore, was to make some thousands of the most opulent 
and highly considered men in the kingdom incapable, during 
seven years, of bearing any part in the government of the 
places in which they resided, and to secure to the Whig party, 
during seven years, an overwhelming influence in borongh 
elections. 

The minority exclaimed against the gross injustice of 
passing, rapidly and by surprise, at a season w^hen London 
was empty, a law of the highest importance, a law which re- 
trospectively inflicted a severe penalty on many hundreds of 
respectable gentlemen, a law which would call forth the 
strongest passions in every town from Berwick to Saint Ives, 
a law which must have a serious effect on the composition of 
the House itself. Common decency required at least an 
adjournment. An adjournment was moved ; but the motion 
was rejected by a hundred and twenty-seven votes to eighty- 
nine. The question was then put that Sacheverell^s clause 
should stand part of the bill, and was carried by a hundred 
and thirty-three to sixty-eight. Sir Eobert Howard imme- 
diately moved that every person who, being under Sache- 
vereil’s clause disqualified for municipal office, should presume 
to take any such office, should forfeit five hundred pounds, 
and should be for life incapable of holding any public employ- 
ment whatever. The Tories did not venture to divide.* The 
rules of the House put it in the power of a minority to ob- 
struct the progress of a bill ; and this was assuredly one of 
the very rare occasions on which that power would have been 
with great propriety exerted. It does not appear however 
that the parliamentary tacticians of the seventeenth cen- 
tury were aware of the extent to which a small number of 
members can, without violating any form, retard the course 
of business. 

It was immediately resolved “that the bill, enlarged by 
SachevereU’s and Howard’s clauses, should be engrossed. The 
most vehement Whigs were bent on finally passing it within 
forty-eight hours. The Lords, indeed, were not likely to re- 
gard it very favourably. But it should seem that some despe- 
rate men were prepared to withhold the supplies till it should 
pass, nay, even to tack it to the bill of supply, and thus to 
place the Upper House under the necessity of either consenting 
to a vast proscription of the Tories or refusing to the govern- 
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meiit tHe means of carrying on tlie war.* There were Whigs, 
however, honest enough to wish that fair play shonld be given 
to the hostile party, and prndent enough to know that an ad- 
vantage obtained by violence and cmining could not be per- 
maiient. These men insisted that at least a week should be 
suffered to elapse before the third reading, and carried their 
point. Their less scrupulous associates complained bitterly 
that the good cause was betrayed. What new laws of war were 
these? Why was chivalrous courtesy to be shown to foes 
who thought no stratagem immoral, and who had never given 
quarter ? And what had been done that was not in strict 
accordance with the law of Parliament ? That law knew no- 
thing of short notices and long notices, of thin houses and full 
houses. It was the business of a representative of the people 
^*^to be in his place. If he chose to shoot and guzzle at his 
country seat when important business was under considera- 
tion at Westminster, what right had he to murmur because 
more upright and laborious servants of the public passed, in 
his absence, a bill which appeared to them necessary to the 
public safety ? As however a postponement of a few days ap- 
peared to be inevitable, those who had intended to gain the 
victory by stealing a march now disclaimed that intention. 
^^4!hey solenmly assured the King, who could not help showing 
' some displeasure at their conduct, and who felt much more 
displeasure than he showed, that they had owed nothing 
to surprise, and that they were quite certain of a majority in 
the fullest house. SachevereU is said to have declared with 
' great warmth that he would stake his seat on the issue, and ■ 
that if he found himself mistaken he would never show his 
face in Parliament again. Indeed, the general opinion at 
first was that the Whigs would win the day. But it soon be- 
i came clear that the fight would be a hard one. The mails had 
carried out along all the high roads the tidings that, on the 
second of January, the Commons had agreed to a retrospective 
penal law against the whole Tory party, and that, on the 
tenth, that law would be considered for the last time. The 
whole kingdom was moved from Northumberland to Cornwall. 
A hundred knights and squires left their haUs hung with 
mistletoe and holly, and their boards groaning with brawn 
and plum porridge, and rode up post to town, cursing the 

“ ( * Thus, I think, imxst he understood of the supplies and then says : “ S’ils 

some remarkable words in a letter writ- n^y mettent des conditions que vous 
ten by William to Portland, on the day savez, c’est uiie bonne affaire : mais hs 
after Sachevereirs bold and unexpected Wigges sont si glorieux d’ayoir yaineii 
move. William calculates the amount qu’ils entreprendront tout.” 
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sliort days, tlie cold weather, tlie mhy roads, and the Tillanoiis 
Whigs. The Whigs, too, brought up reiiiforcemeB.ts, but not 
to the same extent ; for the clauses were generally unpopular, 
and not without good cause. Assuredly no reasonable man of ^ 
any party will deny that the Tories, in surrendering to the 
Crown all the municipal fi’anchises of the realm, and, with 
those franchises, the power of alterhig the constitution of the 
House of Commons, committed a great fault. But in that 
fault the nation itself had been an accomplice. If the Mayors 
and Aldermen whom it was now proposed to punish had, 
when the tide of loyal enthusiasm ran high, sturdily refused 
to comply with the wish of their Sovereign, they would have 
been pointed at in the street as Eoundhead knaves, preached 
at by the Eector, lampooned in ballads, and probably burned 
in effigy before their own doors. That a community should>-\ 
be hurried into errors alternately by fear of tyranny and by 
fear of anarchy is doubtless a great evil. But the remedy for 
that evil is not to punish for such errors some persons who 
have merely erred with the rest, and who have since repented 
with the rest. Hor ought it to have been forgotten that the 
offenders against whom SacheverelFs clause was directed had, 
in 1688, made large atonement for the misconduct of which 
they had been guilty in 1683. They had, as a class, stood up 
firiMy against the dispensing power ; and most of them 
actually been turned out of their municipal offices hy James 
for refusing to support his policy. It is not strange therefore 
that the attempt to inflict on all these men without exception 
a degrading punishment should have raised such a storm 
of public indignation as many Whig members of parliament 
were unwilling to face. 

As the decisive conflict drew near, and as the muster of the 
Tories became hourly stronger and stronger, the uneasiness , 
of Sacheverell and of his confederates increased. They found ^ 
that they could hardly hope for a complete victory. They must 
make some concession. They must propose to recommit the 
bill. They must declare themselves willing to consider 
whether any distinction could be made between the chief 
offenders and the multitudes who had been misled by evil 
example. But as the spirit of one party fell the spirit of 
the other rose. The Tories, glowing with resentment v/hicli 
was but too just, were resolved to listen to no terms of com- t 
promise. P 

The tenth of January came ; and, before the late daybreak ^ 
of that season, the House was crowded. More than a huii- 
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dred and sixty members had come up to towiiwitliin a week. CHAP. 
From dawn till the candles had burned down to their sockets 
the ranks kept unbroken order : and few members left their 
seats except for a minute to take a crust of bread or a glass 
of claret. Messengers were in waiting to carry theresidt to 
Eensington^ where William, thongh shaken by a violent 
cough, sate np till midnight, anxiously expecting the news, 
and writing to Portland, whom he had sent on an important 
mission to the Hague. 

The only remaining account of the debate is defective and 
confased ; but from that account it appears that the excite- 
ment was great. Sharp things were said. One young Whig 
member used language so hot that he was in danger of being 
called to the bar. Some reflections were thrown on the 
Speaker for allowiug too much licence to his own friends. 

But in truth it mattered little whether he called transgressors 
to order or not. The House had long been quite unmanage- 
able ; and veteran members bitterly regretted the old gravity 
of debate and the old authority of the chair.* That Somers 
disapproved of the violence of the party to which he belonged 
may be inferred, both from the whole conrse of his public 
life, and from the very significant fact that, though he had 
charge of the Corporation Bill, he did not move the penal 
clauses, but left that ungracious o&oe to men more impetuous 
and less sagacious than himself. He did not however aban- 
don his allies in this emergency, but spoke for them, and tried 
to make the best of a very bad case. The House divided 
several times. On the first division a hundred and seventy- 
four voted with Sacheverell, a hundred and seventy-nine 
against him. Still the battle was stubbornly kept up 5 but 
the majority increased from five to ten, from ten to twelve, 
and from twelve to eighteen. Then at length, after a stormy 
sitting of fourteen hours, the Whigs yielded. It was near 
midnight when, to the unspeakable joy and triumph of the 
Tories, the clerk tore away from the parchment on which the 
bin had been engrossed the odious clauses of Sacheverell and 
Howard.t 



^ “The authority of the chair, the 
awe and reverence to order, and the 
due method of dehates being irrecover- 
aldy lost by the disorder and tnmul- 
tuonsness of the House.” — Sir J. Trevor 
to the King, Api^endix to Dalrymple’s 
Memoirs, Part ii. Book 4. 

t Commons’ Journals, Jan. 10, 16|§. 
X have done my best to frame an account 


of this contest out of very defective 
materials. Burnet’s narrative contains 
more blunders than lines. He evidently 
trusted to his memory, and vas com- 
pletely deceived by it. My chief autho- 
rities are the Journals ; Grey’s Debates ; 
William’s Letters to Portland ; the Des- 
patches of Tan Gitters ; a Letter con- 
cerning the Disabling Clauses, lately 
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CHAP. 

XV. 

Debate.s 
oil the 
Indemnity 
Bill. 


Emboldened by tliis great yietory, the an 

attempt to push forward the Indemnity Bill which had Min 
many weeis neglected on the table.* But the Whigs, not- 
withstanding their recent defeat, were still the majority of 
the House ; and many members, who had shnnik: from the 
nnpopnlarity which they would have incurred by supporting 
the Sacheverel clause and the Howard clause, were perfectly 
willing to assist in retarding the general pardon. They still 
propounded their favourite dilemma. How, they asked, was 
it possible to defend this project of amnesty without con- 
deinniiig the Eevolution? Could it be contended that crimes 
which had been grave enough to justify rebellion had not 
been grave enough to deserve punishment? And, if those 
crimes were of such magnitude that they could justly be 
visited on the Sovereign whom the Constitution had exempted 
from responsibility, on what principle was immunity to he 
granted to Ms advisers and tools, who were beyond all doubt 
responsible ? One facetious member put this argument in a 
singular form. He contrived to place in the Speaker’s chair 
a pajier which, when examined, appeared to be a Bill of 
Indemnity for Kfrig James, with a sneering preamble about 
the mercy which had, since the Eevolution, been extended to 
more heinous offenders, and about the indulgence due to a ^ 
King, who, in oppressing Ms people, had only acted after the 
fashion of all Kings.f 

On the same day on which this mock Bill of Indemnity 
disturbed the gravity of the Commons, it was moved that 
the House should go into Committee on the real Bill. The 
Whigs threw the motion out by a hundred and ninety-three 
votes to a hundred and fifty-six. They then proceeded to 


oiFered to tbe House of Conunons, for 
regulating Corporations, 1690 ; The 
True Friends to Corporations vindi- 
cated, in an answr to a letter concern- 
ing the Disabling Clauses, 1690; and 
Some Queries concerning the Election of 
Members for the ensuing Parliament, 
1690. To this last pamphlet is ap- 
pended a list of those who voted for the 
Saeheverell clause. See also Clarendon’s 
Diary, Jan. 10. 16|§, and the Third Part 
of the Caveat against the Whigs, 1712. 
I will quote the last sentences of Wil- 
liam’s Letter of the 10th of January. 
The news of the first division only had 
reached Kensington. II est i present 
onze cures de nuit, et k dix cures la 
Chambre Basse estoit encore ensemble. 
Ainsi je ne vous puis eserire par cette 
ordinaire Tissue de Tafifaire. Les previos 


questions les Tories Font emport^ de 
cinq vois. Ainsi vous pouvez voir que 
la chose est bien disputee. J’ay si 
grand somi el, et mon toux m’ineomode 
que je ne vous en saurez dire d’avantage. 
Jusques a mourir a vous.” 

On the same night Van Citters wrote 
to the States General. The debate, lie 
said, had been very sharp. Tiie design 
of the Whigs, whom he calls the Pres- 
byterians, had been nothing less tlian to 
exclude their opponents from ail offices, 
and to obtain for themselves the ex- 
clusive possession of power. 

* Commons’ Journals, January 11. 

16 i§. 

t LuttrelTs Diary, Jan. 16. 1690 ; 
Van Citters to the States General, 

Jan. |i. 
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resolve tliat a bill of pains and penalties against delinquents CHAP, 
sboxild be fortbwitli bronglit in, and engrafted on the BOl of . 
Indemnity.'^ 

■ A few hours later a vote passed which showed more clearly Case of 
than anything that had yet taken place how little chance there Kotert 
was that the public mind would be speedily quieted by an 
amnesty. Few persons stood higher in the estimation of the 
Tory party than Sir Robert Sawyer. He was a man of ample 
fortune and aristocratical connections, of orthodox opinions 
and regular life, an able and experienced lawyer, a weU read 
scholar, and, in spite of a little pomposity, a good speaker. 

He had been Attorney General at the time of the detection of 
the Rye House Plot : he had been employed for the Crown in 
the prosecutions which followed; and he had conducted those 
prosecutions with an eagerness which would, in our time, be 
called cruelty by aU parties, but which, in his own time, and to 
his own party, seemed to be merely laudable zeal. His friends 
indeed asserted that he was conscientious even to scrupu- 
losity in matters of life and death t : but this is an eulogy 
which persons who bring the feelings of the nineteenth cen- 
tury to the study of the State Trials of the seventeenth century 
will have some difficulty in understanding. The best excuse 
which can be made for this part of his life is that the stain 
of innocent blood was common to him with almost all the 
eminent public men of those evil days. When we blame him 
for prosecuting Russell, we must not :ferget that RusseU had 
prosecuted Stafford. 

Great as Sawyer’s offences were, he had made great atone- 
ment for them. He had stood up manfully against Popery 
and despotism: he had, in the very presence chamber, posi- 
tively refused to draw warrants in contravention of Acts of 
Parliament : he had resigned his lucrative office rather than 
appear in Westminster Hall as the champion of the dis- 
pensing power : he had been the leading counsel for the seven 
Bishops ; and he had, on the day of their trial, done his duty 
ably, honestly, and fearlessly. He was therefore a favourite 
with High Churchmen, and might be thought to have fairly 
earned his pardon from the Whigs. But the Whigs were not 
in a pardoning mood ; and Sawyer was now called to account 
for his conduct in the case of Sir Thomas Armstrong. 

If Armstrong was not belied, he was deep in the worst 
secrets of the Rye House Plot, and was one of those who 

^ Commons’ Journals, Jan. 16. 16|§. f Bpger North’s Life of Gruildford, 
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undertook to slay tlie “ two royal brothers. When the con- 
spiracy was discovered, he fled to the Continent and was out- 
lawed. The magistrates of Leyden were indnced by a bribe 
to deKver him up. He was hurried on board of an English 
ship, carried to London, and brought before the King's Bench, 
Sawyer moved the Court to award execution on the ontlawry. 
Armstrong represented that a year had not yet elapsed since 
he had been outlawed, and that, by an Act passed in the 
reign of Edward the Sixth, an outlaw who yielded himself 
within the year was entitled to plead Hot Guilty, and to put 
himself on his country. To this it was answered that Arm- 
strong had not yielded himself, that he had been dragged to 
the bar a prisoner, and that he had no right to claim a privi- 
lege which was eviden% meant to be given only to persons 
who voluntarily rendered themselves up to public justice. 
Jeffreys and the other judges unanimously overruled Arm- 
strong’s objection, and granted the award of execution. Then 
foUowed one of the most terrible of the many terrible scenes 
which, in those times, disgraced our Courts. The daughter 
of the unhappy man was at his side. Lord,” she cried 

out, you will not murder my father. This is murdering a 
man.” ^^How now?” roared the Chief Justice. Who is 
this woman? Take her. Marshal. Take her away.” She 
was forced out, crying as she went, God Almighty’s judg- 
ments light on you ! ” God Almighty’s judgments,” said 
Jeffreys, will light on traitors. Thank God, I am clamour 
proof.” Wlien she was gone, her father again insisted on 
what he conceived to be his right. I ask,” he said, only 
the benefit of the law.” ^^And, by the grace of God, you 
shah, have it,” said the judge. ^^Mr. Sheriff, see that exe- 
cution he done on Friday next. There is the benefit of the 
law for you.” On the following Friday, Armstrong was 
hanged, drawn and quartered 5 and his head was placed over 
Westminster Hall.* 

The insolence and cruelty of Jeffreys excite, even at the 
distance of so many years, an indignation which makes it 
difficult to be just to him. Yet a perfectly dispassionate 
enquirer may perhaps think it by no means clear that the 
award of execution was illegal. There was no precedent; 

* See the account of the proceedings is that one of his quarters was placed 
in the collection of State Trials. It has on Temple Bar, His head was on 
been asserted that I have committed an Westminster Hall, See Luttrell’s Diary, 
error here, and that Armstrong's head June 1684 . 
was placed on Temple Bar, The truth 
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and tlie words of tlie Act of Edward tlie Sixtli maj, witliOTit 
any straining, be constmed as the Court construed tbem. 
Indeed, bad tbe penalty been only fine and imprisonment, 
^ nobody would bave seen anything reprehensible in the pro- 
ceeding. But to send a man to the gallows as a traitor, 
without confeonting him with his accusers, without hearing 
his defence, solely because a timidity which is perfectly com- 
patible with innocence has impelled him to hide himself, 
is surely a riolation, if not of any written law, yet of 
those great principles to which all laws ought to conform. 
The case was brought before the House of Commons. The 
orphan daughter of Armstrong came to the bar to demand 
vengeance ; and a warm debate followed. Sawyer was fiercely 
attacked, and strenuously defended. The Tories declared 
that he appeared to them to have done only what, as counsel 
for the Crown, he was bound to do, and to have discharged 
his duty to God, to the King, and to the prisoner. If the 
award was legal, nobody was to blame ; and if the award was 
illegal, the blame lay, not with the Attorney General, but 
with the Judges. There would be an end of all liberty of 
speech at the bar, if an advocate was to be punished for 
making a strictly regular application to a Court, and for 
^ arguing that cei'tain words in a statute were to be under- 
stood in a certain sense. The Whigs called Sawyer murderer, 
bloodhound, hangman. If the liberty of speech claimed by 
advocates meant the liberty of haranguing men to death, it 
was high time that the nation should rise up and exterminate 
the whole race of lawyers. Things will never be well 
done,’^ said one orator, till some of that profession be made 
examples.” No crime to demand execution ! ” exclaimed 
^ John Hampden. “ We shall be told next that it was no 
■ crime in the Jews to cry out, ^ Crucify him.’ ” A wise and 
just man would probably have been of opinion that this was 
not a case for severity. Sawyer’s conduct might have been, 
to a certain extent, culpable: but, if an Act of Indemnity 
was to be passed at all, it was to be passed for the benefit of 
persons whose conduct had been culpable. The question was 
not whether he was guiltless, but whether his guilt was of so 
peculiarly black a dye that he ought, notwithstanding all his 
sacrifices and services, to be excluded by name from the 
^ mercy which was to be granted to many thousands of offen- 
ders. This question calm and impartial judges would probably 
have decided in his favour. It was, however, resolved that 
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CHAP, lie sliould le excepted from the Indeiimity and expelled from 
_ . the Honse.'^ 

On the morrow the BiU of Indemnity^ now transformed 
into a Bill of Pains and Penalties, was again discussed. The 
Whigs consented to"" refer it to a Committee of the whole ^ 
House, hut proposed to instruct the Committee to begin its 
labours by mahing out a list of the offenders who were to be 
proscribed. The Tories moyed the previous question. The 
House divided : and the Whigs carried their point by a hun- 
dred and ninety votes to a hundred and seventy-three. t 
The King The King watched these events with painful anxiety. He 
to refcto weary of his crown. He had tried to do justice to both 
rLlland. the contending parties ; but justice would satisfy neither. The | 
Tories hated him for protecting the Dissenters. The Whigs ^ 
hated him for protecting the Tories. The amnesty seemed 
to be more remote than when, ten months before, he fii’st 
recommended it from the throne. The last campaign in 
Ireland had been disastrous. It might well he that the next 
campaign would he more disastrous stiU. The malpractices, 
which had done more than the exhalations of the marshes of 
Dundalk to destroy the efficiency of the English troops, were | 

likely to he as monstrous as ever. Every part of the adminis- j; 

tration was thoroughly disorganised; and the people were 
surprised and angry because a foreigner, newly come among 
them, imperfectly acquainted with them, and constantly 
thwarted by them, had not, in a year, put the whole machine J 
of government to rights. Most of his ministers, instead of 
assisting him, were trying to get up addresses and impeach- 
ments against each other. Tet if he employed his own 
countrymen, bn whose fidelity and attachment he could rely, 
a general cry of rage was set up by all the English factions. '| 
The knavery of the English .Commissariat had destroyed an 
army; yet a rumour that he intended to employ an able, ex- 
perienced, and trusty Commissary from Holland had excited 
general discontent. The King felt that he could not, wMe 
thus situated, render any service to that great cause to which 


^ Commons’ Journals, Jan. 20. 16ff ; 
Grey’s Debates, Jan. 18. and 20. 

t Commons’ Journals, Jan. 21. 16||. 
On the same day William wrote thus 
from Kensington to Portland : “ C’est 
anjourdhni le grand jour a I’^gnard du 
Bill* of Indemnity. Selon tout ce g^ne je 
puis aprendre, il y aura Beanconp de 
chaleur, et rien determiner; et de la 
mani^re que la chose est entonrre, il n’y 


a point d’aparence qi|p eette affaive viene 
a aucune conclusion, Et ainsi il se 
pouroit que la cession fust fort coiirte ; 
n’ayant plus d’argent a esp^rer; et ies 
esprits s’aigrisscnt Tiin centre raiitre. de ^ ) 
plus en plus.” Three days later Van 
Gitters informed the States General that 
the excitement a, bout the Bill of In- 
demnity was extreme. 
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Ills wliole sold was deToted. Already tlie glory wMcli ie tad 
won by conducting to a successful issue tte most important 
enterprise of that age was becoming dim. Eyen Ms friends 
bad begun to doubt wbetber be really possessed aU that 
sagacity and energy wbicb bad a few months before extorted 
tbe unwilling admiration of bis enemies. But be would 
endure bis splendid slavery no longer. He would return to 
bis native country. He would content bimself witb being 
tbe first citizen of a commonwealtb to wMeb tbe name of 
Orange was dear. As sucb^ be might still be foremost among 
those who were banded together in defence of the liberties of 
Europe. As for tbe turbulent and ungrateful islanders, who 
detested him because be would not let them tear each other 
in pieces, Mary must try what she could do with them. She 
was born on their soil. She spoke their language. She did 
not dislike some parts of their Liturgy, wbicb they fancied 
to be essential, and wbicb to him seemed at best harmless. 
If she bad little knowledge of pobtics and war, she bad what 
might be more useful, feminine grace and tact, a sweet 
temper, a smile and a kind word for everybody. She might 
be able to compose tbe disputes wMcb distracted tbe State 
and the Church. Holland, under bis government, and Eng- 
land under hers, might act cordially together against the 
common enemy. 

He secretly ordered preparations to be made for Ms voyage. 
Having done this, he called together a few of Ms chief coun- 
sellors, and told them his purpose. A squadron, he said, was 
ready to convey him to his country. He had done with them. 
He hoped that the Queen would be more successful. The 
ministers were thunderstruck. For once all quarrels were 
suspended. The Tory Caermarthen on one side, the Whig 
Shrewsbury on the other, expostulated and implored with a 
pathetic vehemence rare in the conferences of statesmen. 
Many tears were shed. At length the King was induced to 
give up, at least for the present, Ms design of abdicating the 
government. But he announced another design which he 
was fully determined not to give up. Since he was still to 
remain at the head of the English administration, he would 
go himself to Ireland. He would try whether the whole 
royal authority, strenuously exerted on the spot where the 
fate of the empire was to be decided, would suffice to prevent 
peculation and to maintain discipline.*^ 

* Burnet, ii. 39. ; MS. Memoir -written by the first Lord Lonsdale among the 
Mackintosh Papers. 
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oppose his 
going to 
Ireland, 


He pro- 
rogues the 
Parlia" 
ment. 


That lie had seriously meditated a retreat to Holland long 
continued to be a secret, not only to the imiltitnde, but OYen 
^ to the Queen.* That he had resolved to take the command 
of his army in Ireland was soon rnmonred all over London. 
It was known that his camp furniture was making, and that 
Sir, Christopher Wren was busied in constructing a house of 
wood which was to travel about, packed in two waggons, 
and to be set up wherever His Majesty might fix Ms quarters.f 
The Whigs raised a violent outcry against the whole scheme. 
Hot knowing, or affecting not to laiow, that it had been 
formed by WiUiam, and by WiUiam alone, and that none of 
Ms ministers had dared to advise him to encounter the Irish 
swords and the Irish atmosphere, the whole party confidently 
affirmed that he had been misled by some ti*aitor in the 
cabinet, by some Tory who hated the Eevolution and all that 
had sprung from the Eevolution. Would any true friend 
have advised His Majesty, iafirm in health as he was, to 
expose himself, not only to the dangers of war, but to the 
malignity of a climate which had recently been fatal to thou- 
sands of men much stronger than himself? In private the 
Hing sneered bitterly at tMs anxiety for Ms safety. It was 
merely, in his judgment, the anxiety which a hard master feels 
lest his slaves should become unfit for their drudgery. The 
Whigs, he wrote to Portland, were afraid to lose their tool 
before they had done their work. As to their friendship, 
he added, you know what it is woxth.^^ His resolution, he 
told his friend, was unalterably fixed. Everything was at 
stake ; and go he must, even though the Parliament should 
present an address imploring him to stay. J 
He soon learned thaij such an address would be immediately 
moved in both Houses and supported by the whole strength 
of the Whig party. This intelligence satisfied him that it 
was time to take a decisive step. He would not discard the 
Whigs : : but he would give them a lesson of which they stood 

^ Bimiet, ii, 40, affaire, je ii’en ay point a attendre, per- 

t Luttrell’s Diary, January and sonne n’ansant dire ses smiHmenrf. Et 
February. Ton commence deja a dire oiiverteincnt 

I William to Portland, Jan. 1690. que ee 8ont des traitres qiii mont eon- 
Les Wiges ont peiir de me perdre trop seille de prendre cette resolution.” 
tost, avant qu’ils n’ayent fait avec moy Jan. *Me n’ay encore rien dit,” — 
ce qu’ils yeulent: car, pour leur amitie, lie means to tlie Parliament, — “de mon 
Tons savez ce qii’il y a a compter lades- Toyage pour ririande. Pit je ne suis 
BUS en ce pays icy.” point encore detennine si j’en parlerez : 

Jan. II. “ Me Yoila le plus embaraBs4 niais je crains que nonob slant j’aiirez 
dll monde, ne sachant quel parti prendre, tine adresse pour nV point alien : ce qui 
estant toujours persuade que, sans que m’embarassera beaucoup, puis que e’est 
j’aille en Irlande, Ton n’y faira rien qui tine necessite absoliie que ’y aille.” 

Yaille. Pour avoir du conseil en cette 
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miieli in need. He wonld Threat tte ctaiii in wMcli tliey 
imagined that they had him fast. He would not let them haTe 
the exclusive possession of power. He would not let them 
perBecnte the vanquished party. In their despite, he would 
grant an amnesty to his people. In their despite, he would 
take the eommand of his army in Ireland. He arranged his 
plan with characteristic prudence, firmness, and secrecy. A. 
single Englishman it was necessary to trust : for William was 
not sufficiently master of our language to address the Houses 
from the throne in his own words ; and on very important 
occasions, his practice was to write his speech in French, and 
to employ a translator. It is certain that to one person, and 
to one only, the King confided the momentous resolution which 
he had taken ; and it can hardly be doubted that this person 
was Caermarthen. 

On the twenty-seventh of January, Black Hod knocked at 
the door of the Commons. The Speaker and the members 
repaired to the House of Lords. The King was on the throne. 
He gave his assent to the Supply Bill, thanked the Houses for 
it, announced his intention of going to Ireland, and prorogued 
the Parliament. None could doubt that a dissolution would 
speedily follow. As the concluding words, I have thought 
it convenient now to put an end to tMs session, were uttered, 
the Tories, both above and below the bar, broke forth into a 
shout of joy. The King meanwhile surveyed his audience 
from the throne with that bright eagle eye which nothing 
escaped. He might be pardoned if he felt some little vindic- 
tive pleasure in annoying those who had cruelly annoyed him. 

I saw,’’ he wrote to Portland the next day, faces an ell 
long. I saw some of those men change colour twenty times 
while I was speaking.” * 

A few hours after the prorogation, a hundred and fifby Tory 
members of Parliament had a parting dinner together at the 
Apollo Tavern in Fleet Street, before they set ont for their 
counties. They were in better temper with William than they 
had been since his father in law had been turned out of White- 
hall. They had scarcely recovered from the joyful surprise 

* William to PortlancV 1690 ; les Toris en sont Lien aise, mais point 

Van Citters to the States Oeneral, same lesWig^s. Ils estoienttons fort smpris 
date; Evelyn’s Diary; Lords’ Journals, R^^nd je lenv parlois, nayant com- 
Jan. 27. I will qiiote William’s oivn mnniqn^ mon dessm qii a nne smile per- 
words. »Vons yairez mon harangue s^nne. Je yis des visages long commc 
imprimSe: ainsi je ne vous en direz ^ «tang6 de couleixr vmgt lois 

riem Et ponr les raisons qui m’y ont pendant ^que je parlois. Tons ces par- 
ohligd, je les resorverez a Tons les dire ticnlarites jusques a vostre lieurmix 
jusques.a vostre retour. II sem’^e quo ^^tour. 
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with wliicli they had heard it aimoBnced from the throne that 
the session was at an end. The recollection of their danger 
and the sense of their deliverance were still fresh. They 
talked of repairing to Court in a body to testify their grati- 
tude ; hut they were induced to forego their intention 5 and 
not without cause : for a great crowd of squires, after a revel, 
at which doubtless neither October nor claret had been spared, 
might have caused some inconvenience in the presence cham- 
ber. Sir John Lowther, who in wealth and influence was 
inferior to no country gentleman of that age, was deputed to 
carry the thanks of the assembly to the palace. He spoke, 
he told the King, the sense of a great body of honest gentle- 
men. They begged His Majesty to be assured that they would 
in their counties do their best to serve him; and they cor- 
dially wished him a safe voyage to Ireland, a complete victory, 
a speedy return, and a long and happy reign. During the 
following week, many, who had never shown their faces in the 
circle at Saint James’s since the Eevolution, went to kiss the 
King’s hand. So warmly indeed did those who had hitherto 
been regarded as half Jacobites express their approbation of 
the policy of the government that the thoroughg’oiiig Jacobites 
were much disgusted, and complained bitterly of the strange 
blindness which seemed to have come on the sons of the 
Church of England.* 

All the acts of William, at this time, indicated his deter- 
mination to restraiu, steadily though gently, the violence of 
the Whigs, and to conciliate, if possible, the good will of the 
Tories. Several persons whom the Commons had thrown 
into prison for treason were set at liberty on bail.t The pre- 
lates who held that their allegiance was still due to James 
were treated with a tenderness rare in the history of revolu- 
tions. Within a week after the prorogation, the first of^ 
February came, the day on which those ecclesiastics who 
refused to take the oaths were to be finally deprived. Several 
of the suspended clergy, after holding out till the last moment, 
swore just in time to save themselves from beggary. But the 
Primate and five of his sufh'agans were stUl inflexible. They 
consequently forfeited their bishoprics : but Sancroft was 
informed that the King had not yet relinquished the hope of 
being able to make some arrangement which might aveiij the 
necessity of appomting successors, and that the nonjui’iog 


* Evelyn’s Diary ; Clarendon’s Diary, "by Dal rymple. 

Eeb. 9. 1690; Van Citters to the, States f ISTarcissns Lnttreirs Diary. 
General, Lonsdale MS. quoted 
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prelates miglit contiime for tlie present to reside in tlieir 
palaces. Tlieir receivers were appointed receivers for tlie 
Crown, and continued to coUect tlie revenues of the vacant 
sees.* Similar indulgence was shown to some divines of lower 
rank. Sherlock, in particular, continued, after his depriva- 
tion, to live unmolested in his official mansion close to the 
Temple. Church, , ; 

jiiid now appeared a proclamation dissolving the Parlia- 
ment, The writs for a general election went out; and soon 
every part of the kingdom was in a ferment. Van Citters, who 
had resided in England during many eventful years, declared 
that he had never seen London more violently agitated. f The 
excitement was kept up by compositions of aU sorts, from 
sermons with sixteen heads down to jingling street ballads. 
Lists of divisions were, for the first time in our history, prin- 
ted and dispersed for the information of constituent bodies. 
Two of these lists may still be seen in old libraries. One of 
the two, circulated by the Whigs, contained the names of those 
Tories who had voted against declaring the throne vacant. 
The other, circulated by the Tories, contained the names of 
those Whigs who had supported the Sacheverell clause. 

It soon became clear that public feeling had undergone a 
great change during the year which had elapsed since the 
Convention had met : and it is impossible to deny that this 
change was, at least in part, the natural consequence and the 
just punishment of the intemperate and vindictive conduct of 
the Whigs. Of the City of London they thought themselves 
sure. The livery had in the preceding year returned four 
zealous Whigs without a contest. But all the four had voted 
for the Sacheverell clause ; and by that clause many of the 
merchant princes of Lombard Street and Cornhill, men power- 
ful in the twelve great companies, men whom the goldsmiths 
followed humbly, hat in hand, up and down the arcades of the 
Royal Exchange, would have been turned with aU indignity 
ont of the Court of Aldermen and out of the Common Council. 
The struggle was for life or death. IsTo exertions, no artifices, 
were spared.- William wrote to Portland that the Whigs of 
the City, in their despair, stuck at nothing, and that, as they 
went on, they would soon stand as much in need of an Act of 
Indemnity as the Tories, Pour Tories however were returned, 
and that by so decisive a majority that the Tory who stood 
lowest polled four hundred votes more than the Whig who 


CHAD. 

XV. 


Dissohi- 
tion and 
general 
election* 


Clarendon’s Diary, EeB, 11. 1690, 

t Yiin Citters to tlie States Greneral, Eebruary 1690 ; Eyelyn’s Diary. 


222 


HISTORY OF ENGMND, 


CHAP. 

XV. 



Chaiig(‘s 
in the ex- 
ecutive de- 
partments. 


stood Hgliest.* The Sheriffs, desiring to defer as long as 
possible the trinmph of their enemies, granted a scrutiny. 
But, though the majority was diminished, the result was not 
affected, t At Westminster, two opponents of the Sacheverell 
danse were elected without a eontest-f But nothing indicated 
more strongly the disgnst excited by the proceedings of the 
late Honse of Commons than what passed in the IJniversity 
of Cambridge. Newton retired to his qniet observatory over 
the gate of Trinity College. Two Tories were returned by an 
overwhelming majority. At the head of the poll was Sawyer*, 
who had, bnt a few days before, been excepted from the In- 
demnity Bill and expelled from the House of Commons. The 
records of the IJniversity contain curious proofs that the 
unwise severity with which he had been treated had raised an 
enthusiastic feeling in bis favour. Newton voted for Sawyer ; 
and this remarkable fact justifies us in beheving that the great 
philosopher, in whose genius and virtue the Whig party justly 
glories, had seen the headstrong and revengeful conduct of 
that party with concern and disapprobation, § 

It was soon plain that the Tories would have a majority in 
the new House of Commons. || All the leading Whigs how- 
ever obtamed seats, with one exception. John Hampden was 
excluded, and was regretted only by the most intolerant and 
unreasonable members of his party. if 
The Xing meanwhile was making, in almost every depart- 
. ment of the executive government, a change corresponding to 


* William to Portland, 


-1690 ; 


' March 10. 

Van Citters to tlie States General, 
March ; Narcissus Luttreirs Diary. 

t Van Citters, March . 1690 ,* Nar- 
cissus Luttrell’s Diary. 

4 Van Citters to the States General, 
March Ji. 1690. 

§ The votes were for Sawyer 165, 
for Finch 141, for Dennet, whom I sup- 
pose to have been a Whig, 87. At the 
IJniversity every voter delivers his vote 
in writing. One of the votes given on 
this occasion is in the following words, 
*‘Henricus Jenkes, ex amore justitise, 
digit virum consiiltissimum Robertum 
Sawyer.” 

II Van Citters to the States General, 
March 1690. 

It is amusing to see how absurdly 
foreign pamphleteers, ignorant of the 
real state of things in England, ex- 
aggerated the importance of John Hamp- 
den, whose name they could not spell. 
In a French Dialogue between William 
and the Ghost of Monmouth, William 


says, “ Entre ces membres de la Cham- 
bre Basse 4toit un certain homme hardy, 
opini^tre, et zeU a re:?:ees pour sa cr4- 
anee; on Tappelle Emhden, %aleinent 
dangereux par son esprit et par son 
credit. . . . Je ne trouvay point de che- 
min plus court pour me ddivrer de eette 
traverse que de casser le parlement, en 
convoquer un autre, et empeseher que cet . 
homme, qui me faisoit tant d’oinbrages, 
ne fust nomm4 pour un des deputez 
an nouvel parlement.” “Ainsi,” says 
the Ghost, “ eette cassation de parle- 
ment qui a fait tant de bruit, et a pro- 
duit tant de raisonnemens et de specula- 
tions, n’estoit que pour exelure Embdeii. 
Mais s’il estoit si adroit et si zele, com- 
ment aS"tu pu trouver le moyen de le 
faire exelure du nombre des deputez?” 
To this sensible question the King re- 
plies, not very explicitly, “ II m’a fallu 
faire dAtranges manceuvres pour en 
venir a bout.” — ^L’ Ombre de Monmouth, 
1690. 
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the cliange wMoli the general election was making in the 
coaiposition of the legislature. Still, however, he did not 
think of forming what is now called a ministry. He stiU 
reserved to himself more especially the direction of foreign 
affairs, and he su23erintended with minute attention all the 
23re2)aratioiis for the approaching campaign in Ireland. In 
his confidential letters he complained that he had to perform, 
with little or no assistance, the task of organising’ the dis- 
organised military establishments of the kingdom. The work, 
lie said, was heavy; but it must be done; for everything 
depended on it.* In general, the government was still a 
government by independent departments ; and in almost every 
department T^igs and Tories were still mingled, tlxough not 
I exactly in the old proportions. The Whig element had deci- 
dedly predominated in 1689. The Tory element predominated 
though not very decidedly, in 1690. 

Halifax had laid down the Privy Seal. It was offered to 
Chesterjfield, a Tory who had voted in the Convention for a 
Eegency. But Chesterfield refused to qxiit his country house 
and gardens in Derbyshire for the Court and the Council 
Chamber; and the Privy Seal was put into Commission.t 
f Caermarthen was now the chief adviser of the crown on all 
matters relating to the internal administration and to the 
management of the two Houses of Parliament. The white 
staff, and the immense power which accompanied the white 
staff, William was still determined never to entrust to any 
subject. Caermarthen therefore continued to be Lord Presi- 
dent ; but he took possession of a suite of apartments in Saint 
Jameses Palace which was considered as peculiarly belonging 
to the Prime Minister.^ He had, during the preceding year, 
j pleaded ill health as an excuse for seldom appearing at the 
I Council Board; and the plea was not without foundation : for 
' his digestive organs had some morbid peculiarities which 
puzzled the whole College of Physicians : his complexion was 
Hvid; his frame was meagre; and his face, handsome and 
intellectual as it was, had a haggard look which indicated the 

* A present tout dependra d’un bon himself; Halifax to Chesterfield, Peb. 
sneers en Irlande ; et a qxioy il faut que 6.; Chestei^fiold to Halifax, Feb. 8. 
jo m’apliqiie enti^rement potir r^gler le The editor of the letters of the second 
inienx qiieje puis tontte chose. . . ... Earlof Chesterfield, not allowing for the 
Je Yons assenre qne je n’ay pas pen siir change of style, has misplaced this cor- 
ks bras, estant anssi mal assist^ que je respondence by a year, 

' Ellis.”— 'William to Portland, 1690. t Van Oitters to the States General, 

t Yan Citters, Peb. |f. 16|§; Me- Feb. |J. 1690, 
moir of the Earl of Chesterfield, by 
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CHAP, restlessness of pain as well as tHe restlessness of ambition,* 
, As soon^ However, as He was once more minister, He applied 
Himself strennonsly to business, and toiled, every day, and all 
day long, witH an energy wHicH amazed everybody wHo saw 
His gHastly countenance and tottering gait. 

THongH He could not obtain for Himself the office of Lord 
Treasurer, His influence at the Treasury was great. Mon- 
mouth, the First Commissioner, and Delamere, the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, two of the most violent Whigs in England, 
quitted their seats. On this, as on many other occasions, it 
appeared that they Had nothing but their WHiggism in 
common. The volatile Monmouth, sensible that He had none 
of the qualities of a financier, seems to Have taken no personal 
offence at being removed from a place which He never ought 
to have occupied. He thankfully accepted a pension, which 
his profuse Habits made necessary to Him, and still continued 
to attend Councils, to frequent the Court, and to discharge the 
duties of a Lord of the Bedchamber, f He also tried to make 
Himself useful in. military business, which He understood, if 
not well, yet better than most of his brother nobles : and he 
professed, during a few months, a great regard for Caermar- 
then. Delamere was in a very different mood. It was in 
vain that his services were overpaid wibh honours and riches. 
He was created Earl of Warrington. He obtained a grant of 
all the lands that could be discovered belonging to Jesuits in 
five or six counties. A demand made by him on account of 
expenses incurred at the time of the Eevolution was allowed ; 
and he carried with him into retirement as the reward of his 
patriotic exertions a large sum which the State could ill 
spare. But his anger was not to be so appeased ; and to the 
end of his life he continued to complain bitterly of the in- 
gratitude with which he and his party had been freated.J 


* A strange peculiarity of his con- 
stitution is mentioned in an account of 
him which was pxiblisbed a few months 
after his death. See the volume en- 
titled “Lives and Characters of the 
most Illnstrious Persons, British and 
Foreign,, who died in the year 1712.” 
So early as the days of Charles the 
Second, the leanness and ghastliness of 
Caennarthen were among the favourite 
topics of Whig satirists. In a ballad 
entitled the Chequer Inn are these lines: 

“ He is as stiff as any stake. 

And leaner, Dick, tkan any rake : 

Envy is not so pale ; 

Aiid tliougli, by sellthg of ns all, 

He has wrought himself into Whitehall, 

He looks like bird of gaol.” 


t Monmouth’s pension and the good 
understanding between him and the 
Court are mentioned in a letter from a 
lacobite agent in England, which is in 
the Archives of the French War Office, 
The date is April 1690, 

{ The grants of land obtained by 
Delamere are mentioned by Nareissns 
Luttrell. It appears from the Treasury 
Letter Book of 1690 that Delamere con- 
tinued to dun the government for money 
after his retirement. As to his general 
character it would not be safe to trust 
the representations of his enemies. But 
liis ovm writings, and the admissions of 
the divine who preached his funeral 
sermon, show that his temper was not 
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Sir Jolm Lowtlier became first Lord of tbe Treasury, and 
was tbe person on wliom Caermartlieii cMefly relied for tbe 
conduct of tlie ostensible business of the House of Commons. 
Lowther was a man of ancient descent, ample estate, and 
great parliamentary interest. Tbougli not an old man, be 
was an old senator : for be bad, before be was of age, suc- 
ceeded bis father as knigbt of tbe sbire for Westmoreland. 
In trutb tbe representation of Westmoreland was almost as 
mucb one of tbe bereditaments of tbe Lowtber family as 
Lowtber Hall. Sir Jobifs abilities were respectable: bis 
mamiers, tbougb sarcastically noticed in contemporary lam- 
poons as too formal, were eminently courteous : bis personal 
courage be was but too ready to prove: bis morals were 
irreproacbable : bis time was divided between respectable 
labours and respectable pleasures : bis chief business was to 
attend tbe House of Commons and to preside on tbe Bench 
of Justice ; bis favourite amusements were reading and gar- 
dening. In opinions be was a very moderate Tory. ^ He was 
attached to hereditary monarchy and to tbe Established 
Church: but be bad concurred in tbe Eevolution: be bad no 
misgivings touching tbe title of William and Mary : be bad 
sworn allegiance to them witbont any mental reservation; 
and be appears to have strictly kept bis oath. Between him 
and Caermarthen there was a close connection. They bad 
acted together cordially in tbe Northern insurrection; and 
they agreed in their political views, as neally as a very 
cunning statesman and a very honest country gentleman 
could be expected to agree."^ By Caermartben^s influence 
Lowtber was now raised to one of the most important places 
in tbe kingdom. Unfortunately it was a place requiring 
qualities very different from those which saf6.ce to make a 
valuable county member and chairman of quarter sessions. 
The tongue of tbe new First Lord of the Treasury was not 
sxrfficiently ready, nor was bis temper sufl6ciently callous for 

tLe most gentle. Clarendon remarks been printed, thongli I believe not piib- 
(Bec. 17. 1688) that a little thing Hslied. A copy of the other is among 
sutB-ced to put Lord Delamere into a the Mackintosh MSS. Something I have 
passion. In the poem entitled the King taken from contemporary satires. That 
of Hearts, Delamere is described as — Lowther was too ready to expose his 

‘‘ A restless malecontent even when preferred.*’ life in private eneonnters is sufficiently 
His countenance furnished a subject for proved by the fact that, when he was 
satire: First Lord of the Treasury, lie accepted 

"i tt jjis ijoding looks a mind distracted show; challenge from a custom house officer 

And envy sits engraved upon his brow.” whom he had dismissed. There was a 

^ My notion of Lowther’ s .character duel; and Lowther was severely wounded, 
has been chiefly formed from two papers This event is mentioned in Luttroll’s 
written by liimself, one of which has Diary, April 1691. 
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liis post. He tad neitlier adroitness to parry, nor fortitude 
to endure, tHe gibes and reproacbes to wMcli, in Ms new eba- 
racter of courtier and placeman, be was exposed. There was 
also sometbing to be done wbicbbe was too scrnpulons to do ; 
something which had never been done by W olsey or Burleigh ; 
something which has never been done by any English states- 
man of our generation ; but which, from the time of Charles 
the Second to the time of George the Third, was one of the 
most important parts of the business of a minister. 

The history of the rise, progress, and decline of parliament- 
ary corruption in England still remains to be written. If o^^ 
subject has called forth a greater quantity of eloquent vitu- 
peration and stinging sarcasm. Three generations of serious 
and of sportive writers wept and laughed over the venality of 
the senate. That venality was denounced on the hustings, 
anathematised from the pulpit, and burlesqued on the stage ; 
was attacked by Pope in brilliant verse, and by Bolingbroke in 
stately prose, by Swift with savage hatred, and by Gay with 
festive malice. The voices of Tories and Whigs, of Johnson 
and Akenside, of Smollett and Fielding, contributed to swell 
the cry. But none of those who railed or of those who jested 
took the trouble to verify the phsenomena, or to trace them to ^ 
the real causes. . • . 

Sometimes the evil was imputed to the depravity of a par- 
ticular minister : but, when he had been driven from power, i 
and when those who had most loudly accused him governed 
in his stead, it was found that the change of men had pro- 
duced no change of system. Sometimes the evil was im- I 
puted to the degeneracy of the national character. Luxury and j 
cupidity, it was said, had produced in our country the same 
effect which they had produced of old in the Eoman republic. 

The modern Englishman was to the Englishman of the six- 4 
teenth century what Torres and Curio were to Dentatus and 
Pabricius. Those who held this language were as ignorant 
and shallow as people generally are who extol the past at the 
expense of the present. Aman of sense would have perceived 
that, if the English of the time of George the Second had 
really been more sordid and dishonest than their forefathers, i 
the deterioration would not have shown itself in one place j 
alone. The progress of judicial venality and of official venality 
would have kept pace with the progress of parliamentary 
venality. But nothing is more certain than that,' while the / 
legislature was becoming more and more venal, the courts 
of law and the public offices were becoming purer and 
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purer. The represeutatiyes of the people were undouhtedly 
niore mercenary in the days of Hardwicke and Pelham than 
ill the days of the Tudors. But the Chancellors of the Tudors 
took plate, jewels, and purses of broad pieces, from suitors 
without scruple or shame ; and Hardwicke would have com- 
mitted for contempt any suitor who had dared to bring him a 
present. The Treasurers of the Tudors raised princely for- 
tunes by the sale of places, titles, and pardons ; and Pelham 
would haye ordered Ms servants to turn ont of his house any 
man who had offered him money for a peerage or a commis- 
sionership of customs. It is eyxdent, therefore that the pre- 
yalence of corruption in the Parliament cannot be ascribed to 
a general depravation of morals. The taint was local : we 
,^must look for some local cause ; and such a cause will with- 
out difficulty be found. 

Under our ancient sovereigns the Honse of Commons rarely 
interfered with the executive administration. The Speaker 
was charged not to let the members meddle with matters of 
State. If any gentleman was very troublesome, he was cited 
before the Privy Council, interrogated, reprimanded, and sent 
to meditate on his undutiful conduct in the Tower. The 
Commons did their best to protect themselves by keeping 
^ their deliberations secret, by excluding strangers, by making 
it a crime to repeat out of doors what had passed within doors. 
But these precautions were of small avail. Ip so large au 
assembly there were always talebearers, ready to carry the evil 
report of their brethren to the palace. To oppose the Court 
was therefore a service of serious danger. In those days, 
of course, there was little or no buying of votes. Por an 
honest man was not to be bought, and it was much cheaper to 
fintimidate or to coerce a knave than to buy him. 

* ^ Por a very different reason there has been no direct buying 
of votes within the memory of the present generation. The 
House of Commons is now supreme in the State, but is account- 
able to the nation. Even those members who are not chosen 
by large constituent bodies are kept in awe by public opinion. 
Everything is printed : everything is discussed : every material 
word uttered in debate is read by a million of people on the 
morrow. Within a few hours after an important division, the 
lists of the majority and the minority are scanned and ana- 
' lysed in every town from Plymouth to Inverness. If a name 
be found where it ought not to be, the apostate is certain to 
be reminded in sharp language of the promises which he Las 
broken, and of the professions which he has belied. At pre« 
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sent, therefore, the best way in which a goveminent can 
. secure the support of a majority of the representative body is 
by gaining the confidence of the nation. 

But between the time when our Parliaments ceased to be _ 
controlled by royal prerogative and the time when they began 
to be constantly and effectually controlled by public opinion 
there was a long interval. After the restoration, no govern- 
ment ventured to return to those methods by which, before the 
civil war, the freedom of deliberation had been restrained. A 
member could no longer be called to account for his harangues 
or his votes. He might obstruct the passing of bills of 
supply: he might arraign the whole foreign policy of the 
country; he might lay on the table articles of im];)eachnient 
against all the chief ministers ; and he ran not the smallest , . 
risk of being treated as Morrice had been treated by Elizabeth, 
or Eliot by Charles the Eirst. The senator now stood in no 
awe of the Court. Hevertheless all the defences behind which 
the feeble Parliaments of the sixteenth century had entrenched 
themselves against the attacks of prerogative were not only 
still kept np, hnt were extended and strengthened. ’So poli- 
tician seems to have been aware that these defences were no 
longer needed for their original purpose, and had begun 
to serve a purpose very different. The rules which hadu^ 
been originally designed to secure faithful representatives 
against the displeasure of the Sovereign, now operated to 
secure mifaithful representatives against the displeasime of 
the people, and proved much more effectual for the latter end 
than they had ever been for the former. It was natural, it 
was inevitable, that, in a legislative body emancipated fi'oiu 
the restraints of the sixteenth century, and not yet subjected 
to the restraints of the nineteenth century, in a legislative . 
body which feared neither the King nor the public, there : 
should he corruption. j 

The plague spot began to be visible and palpable in the 
days of the Cabal. Clifford, the boldest and fiercest of tho 
wicked Five, had the merit of discovering that a noisy 
patriot, whom it was no longer possible to send to prison, 
might be turned into a courtier by a goldsmith’s note. 
Clifford's example was followed by his successors. It soon 
became a proverb that a Parliament resembled a pump. Often, 
the wits said, when a pump appears to be dry, if a very small I), 
quantity of water is poured in, a great quantity of water 
gushes out : and so, when a Parliament apx^ears to be nig- 
gardly, ten thousand pounds judiciously given in bribes will 
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often produce a milion in supplies. The evil was not CHAP, 
diminislied^ nay, it was aggravated, by that Eevolution wbicb . 
freed our country from so many otter evils. The House of 
4 ^. Commons was now more powerful tlian ever as against tlie 
Crown, and yet was not more strictly responsible than for- 
merly to the nation. The government had a new motive for 
buying the members ; and the members had no new motive 
for refusing to sell themselves. William, indeed, had an aver- 
sion to bribery : he resolved to abstain from it; and during 
the first year of his reign, he kept his resolution. Uaihappily 
the events of that year did not encourage him to persevere in 
his good intentions. As soon as Caermarthen was placed at 
the head of the internal administration of the realm, a com- 
^ plete change took place. He was in truth no novice in the 
art of purchasing votes. He had, sixteen years before, suc- 
ceeded Clifford at the Treasuiy, had inherited Clifford’s tac- 
tics, had impiwed upon them, and had employed them to an 
extent which would have amazed the inventor. From the 
day on which Caermarthen was called a second time to the chief 
direction of affairs, parliamentary corruption continued to be 
practised, with scarcely any intermission, by a long succes- 
sion of statesmen, till the close of the American war. Neither 
^ of the great English parties can justly charge the other with 
any peculiar guilt on this account. The Tories were the first 
who introduced the system and the last who clung to it ; bnt 
it attained its greatest vigour in the time of Whig ascend- 
ency. The extent to which parliamentary support was bar- 
tered for nioney cannot be with any precision ascertained. 

But it seems probable that the number of hirelings was 
greatly exaggerated by vulgar report, and was never large, 
r though often sufficient to turn the scale on important divi- 
* sions. An unprincipled minister eagerly accepted the ser- 
vices of these mercenaries. An honest minister reluctantly 
submitted, for the sake of the commonwealth, to what he con- 
sidered as a shameful and odious extortion. But during 
many years every ministei*, whatever his personal character 
might be, consented, willingly or imwillingly, to manage the 
Parliament in the only way in which the Parliament could 
then be managed. It at length* became as notorious that 
•• there was a market for votes at the Treasury as that there 
^ V7 as a market for cattle in Smithfield. Numerous demagogues 
out of po'wer declaimed against this vile traffic : but every one 
of those demagogues, as soon as he was in power, found him- 
self driven by a kind of fatality to engage in that traffic, or at 
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least to connive at it. Now and tlien perhaps a man wlio liad 
romantic notions of pnlblic virtne refused to be bimself the 
paymaster of tbe corrupt crew, and averted Ms eyes wMle Ms 
less scrupulous colleagues did that wMcb be knew to be indis- 
pensable, and yet felt to be degrading. But tbe instances of 
tMs prudery were rare indeed* Tbe doctrine generally re- 
ceived, even among upright and bonoui'able politicians, was 
that it was sbameM to receive bribes, but tbat it was neces- 
sary to distribute them. It is a remarkable fact tbat tbe evil 
reached tbe greatest height during the administration of 
Henry Pelham, a statesman of good intentions,* of spotless 
morals in private life, and of exemplary disinterestedness. It 
is not difficult to guess by what arguments he and other weU 
meaning men, who, like him, followed the fashion of their age, 
quieted their consciences. No casuist, however severe, has 
denied that it may be a duty to give what it is a crime to 
take. It was infamous in Jeffreys to demand money for the 
lives of the unhappy prisoners whom he tried at Dorchester 
and Taunton. But it was not infamous, nay, it was laudable, 
in the kinsmen and friends of a prisoner to contribute of their 
substance in order to make up a purse for Jeffreys. The 
Sallee rover, who threatened to bastinado a Christian captive 
to death unless a ransom was forthcoming, was an odious 
ruffian. But to ransom a Christian captive fi'om a Sallee 
i^over was, not merely an innocent, but a MgHy meritorious 
act. It is improper in such cases to use the word corruption. 
Those who receive the filthy lucre are corrupt already. He 
who bribes them does not make them wicked : he finds thenr 
so 5 and he merely prevents their evil propensities from pro- 
ducing evil effects. And might not the same plea be urged 
in defence of a minister who, when no other expedient would 
avail, paid greedy and lowminded members of parliament not ^4 
to ruin their country ? 

It was by some such reasoning as this that the scruples of 
William were overcome. Honest Burnet, with the uncourtlj 
courage wMch distinguished him, ventured to remonstrate 
with the King. “Nobody,” William answered, “hates 
bribery more than I. But I have to do with a set of men 
who must he managed in tMs vile way or not at all. I must 
strain a pomt ; or the country is lost.”'^ 

It was necessary for the Lord President to have in the ii 
House of Commons an agent for the pmchase of members ; i 
and Lowther was both too awkward and too scrupulous to be 


^ Biirnet, ii. 76. 
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gncli an agent. But a man in wliom craft and profligacy 
were united in a Mgli degree was witflont diffictdty found. 
TMs was the Master of the EoHs, Sir John Treyor, who had 
been Speaker in the single Parliament held by James. High 
as Trevor had risen in the world, there were people who 
could still remember him a strange looking clerk in the 
Inner Temple. Indeed, nobody who had ever seen him was 
likely to forget him. For his grotesque features and his 
hideous squint were far beyond the reach of caricature. His 
parts, which were quick and vigorous, had enabled him early 
to master the science of chicane. Gambling and betting 
were his amusements ; and out of these amusements he 
contrived to extract much business in the way of his profes- 
sion. For his opinion on a question arising out of a wager 
or a game at chance had as much authority as a judgment of 
any court in Westminster Hall. He soon rose to be one of 
the boon companions whom Jej&eys hugged in fits of 
maudlin friendship over the bottle at night, and cursed and 
reviled in court on the morrow. Under such a teacher, 
Trevor rapidly became a proficient in that peculiar kind of 
rhetoric which had enlivened the trials of Baxter and of Alice 
Lisle. Eeport indeed spoke of some scolding matches be- 
tween the Chancellor and his friend, in which the disciple 
had been not less voluble and scurrilous than the master. 
These contests, however, did not take place tUl the younger 
adventurer had attained riches and dignities such that he no 
longer stood in need of the patronage which had raised him.* 
Among High Churchmen Trevor, in spite of his notorious 
want of principle, had at this time a certain popularity, 
which ha seems to have owed chiefly to their conviction that, 
however insincere he might be in general, his hatred of the 
dissenters was genuine and hearty. There was little doubt 
that, in a House of Commons in which the Tories had a 
majority, he might easily, with the support of the Court, be 
chosen Speaker. He was impatient to be again in his old 
post, which he well knew how to make one of the most 
lucrative in the kingdom; and he willingly undertook that 
secret and shameM office for which Lowther was altogether 
unqualified. 

Eichard Hampden was appointed Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer. This appointment was probably intended as a 
mark of royal gratitude for the moderation of his conduct. 


* Roger North’s Life of Guildford, 
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and for tlie attempts wHcL. lie had made to curb the violence 
of his Whig friends^ and especially of his son. 

Godolphin Yolnntarily left the Treasnry ; why, we are not 
informed. We can scarcely donbt that the dissolntion and 
the result of the general election must have given him 
j>leasnre. For his poHtical opinions leaned towards Toryism f 
and he had, in the late reign; done some things which, 
though not very heinous, stood in need of an indemnity* It 
probable that he did not think it compatible with his 


is 


personal dignity to sit at the Board below Lowther, who was 
in rank his inferior.* 

A new Commission of Admiralty was issued. At the head 
of the naval administration was placed Thomas Herbert, 
Earl of Pembroke, a high bom and high bred man, who 
had ranked among the Tories, who had voted for a Regency, 
and who had married the daughter of Sawyer. That Pem- 
broke's Toryism, however, was not of a narrow , and illiberal 
kind is suf&ciently proved by the fact that, immediately after 
the Revolution, the Essay on the Human Understanding was 
dedicated to him by John Locke, in token of gratitude for 
kind offices done in evil times.t 

ISTothing was omitted which could reconcile Torrington to 
this change. For, though he had been found an incapable 
administrator, he still stood so high in general estimation as 
a seaman that the government was unwilling to lose Ms 
services. He was assured that no slight was intended to 
him. He could not serve his country at once on the ocean 
and at Westminster; and it had been thought less difficult 
to supply his place in Ms office than on the deck of Ms flag 
ship. He was at first very angry, and actually laid down 
his commission : but some concessions were made to Ms 
pride : a pension of three thousand pounds a year and a grant 
of ten thousand acres of crown land in the Peterborough 
level were irresistible baits to his cupidity; and, in an evil 
hour for England, he consented to remain at the head of 
the naval force on which the safety of her coasts depended. J 
While these changes were making in the offices rounci 


A 




* Till some years after tliife time the 
First Lord of the Treasury was always* 
the man of highest rank at the Board. 
Thus Monmouth,^ Delamere, and Go- 
dolphin took their places according to 
the order of precedence in which they 
stood as peers. 

t The dedication, however, was 


though.t too laudatory. “ The only 
thing, Mr. Pope used to say, he could 
noYer forgive his philosophic master 
was the dedication to the Essay.” — 
Eutfhead’s Life of Pope. 

t Van Citters to the States General, 
1090; Narcissus Luttrelfs Liai’y; 
Treasury Letter Book, Feb. 4. 1652. 
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WliitelLallj the Commissions of Lientenaney all oyer the chap. 
kingdom were reyised. The Tories had^ during twelye ^ 

months, been complaining that their share in the goyem- Changes in 
ment of the districts in which they lived bore no proportion 
to their number, to their wealth, and to the consideration ofLieu- 
which they enjoyed in society. They now regained with 
great delight their former position in their shires. The 
Whigs raised a cry that the Eing was fonlly betrayed, and 
that he had been induced by evil connsellors to put the 
sword into the hands of men who, as soon as a favonrable 
opportunity offered, would turn the edge against himself. In 
a dialogue which was believed to have been written by the 
newly created Earl of Warrington, and which had a wide 
circulation at the time, but has long been forgotten, the 
Lord Lieutenant of a county was introduced expressing his 
apprehensions that the majority of his deputies were traitors 
at heart.* But nowhere was the excitement produced by 
the new distribution of power so great as in the capital. By 
a Commission of Lieutenancy which had been issued imme- 
diately after the Eevolution, the trainbands of London had 
been put under the command of stanch "Whigs. Those 
powerful and opulent citizens whose names were omitted 


alleged that the list was filled with elders of Puritan con- 
gregations, with Shaftesbury’s brisk boys, with Eye House 
plotters, and that it was scarcely possible to find, mingled 
with that multitude of fanatics and levellers, a single man 
sincerely attached to monarchy and to the Church. A new 
Commission now appeared framed by Caermarthen and 
Nottiugham. They had taken counsel with Compton, the 
Bishop of the diocese ; and Compton was not a very discreet 
adviser. He had originally been a High Churchman and a 
Tory. The severity with which he had been treated in the 
late reign had transformed him into a Latitudinarian and a 
rebel ; and he had now, from jealousy of Tillotson, turned 
High Churchman and Tory again. The changes which 
were made by his recommendation raised a storm in the 
City. The Whigs complained that they were ungratefully 
proscribed by a government which owed its existence to 
them ; that some of the best friends of King William had 
been dismissed with contumely to make room for some of his 
worst enemies, for men who were as unworthy of trust as 

^ Tile Dialogue between a Lord Lieu- ton’s writings wLicli was pnblisliecl in 
tenant and one of Iiis Deputies will not 1694, iindCT the sanction, as it sliouid 
be found in the collection of Warring- seem, of his family. 
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any Irish. Rapparaej for men who had delivered up to a 
tyrant the charter and the immemorial privileges of London, 
for men who had made themselves notorious by the cruelty 
with which they had enforced the penal laws against 
Protestant dissenters, nay, for men who had sate on those 
juries which had found EusseU and Cornish guilty.* The 
discontent was so great that it seemed, during a short 
time, likely to cause pecuniary embarrassment to the State. 
The supplies voted by the late Parliament came in slowly. 
The wants of the public service were pressing. In such 
circumstances it was to the citizens of the capital that the 
government always looked for help; and the government of 
William had hitherto looked especially to those citizens who 
professed. Whig opinions. Things were now changed. A 
few eminent Whigs, in their first anger, sullenly refused to 
advance money. Nay, one or two unexpectedly withdrew 
considerable sums from the Exchequer.f The financial diffi- 
culties might have been serious, had not some wealthy 
Tories, who, if Sacheverell^s clause had become law, would 
have been excluded from all municipal honoui's, offered the 
Treasury a hundred thousand pounds down, and promised to 
raise a still larger sum.f 

While the City was thus agitated, came a day appointed 
by royal proclamation for a general fast. The reasons as- 
signed for this solemn act of devotion were the lamentable 
state of Ireland and the appoaching departure of the King. 
Prayers were offered up for the safety of His Majesty’s person 
and for the success of his arms. The churches of London 
were crowded. The most eminent preachers of the capital^ 
who were, with scarcely an exception, either moderate Tories 
or moderate Whigs, did their best to calm the public mind, 
and earnestly exhorted their flocks not to withhold, at this 
great conjuncture, a hearty support from the inince, with 
whose fate was bound up the fate of the whole nation. 
Burnet told a large congregation from the pulpit how the 
Greeks, when the Great Turk was preparing to besiege 
Constantinople, could not be persuaded to contribute any 
part of their wealth for the common defence, and how 


* Van Citters to the States Oeneral, 
Harch April A. 1690 ; Farcissns 
Xiuttrell’s Diary; Burnet/ ii. 72.; The 
Triennial Mayor, or the Bapparees, a 
Poem, 1691. The poet says of on© of 
the new civic functionaries : 


“ Soon his pretence to conscience we can rout, 
And in a bloody jury find him out. 

Where noble Publius worried was witli 
rogues.’* 

t Treasury Minute Book, Feb. 5. 16~§- 
•t Van Citters, Feb. If, Mar. 

Mar. If. 1690, 
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bitterly tliey repented of tlieir avarice wlieii they were com- CHAP, 
polled to deliver up to the victorious infidels the treasures t - 
which had been refused to the supplications of the last 
Christian emperor,* 

The Whigs, however, as a party, did not stand in need of temper of. 
such an admonition. Grieved and angry as they were, they ^ ^ 
were perfectly sensible that on the stability of the throne of 
William depended all that they most MgMy prized. What 
some of them might, at this conjuncture, have been tempted 
to do if they could have found another leader, if, for example, 
their Protestant Duhe, their King Monmouth, had still been 
living, may be doubted. But their only choice was between 
the Sovereign whom they had set up and the Sovereign 
whom they had pulled down. It would have been strange 
indeed if they had taken part with James in order to punish 
William, when the worst fault which they imputed to William 
was that he did not participate in the vindictive feeling with 
which they remembered the tyranny of James. Much as 
they disliked the Bill of Indemnity, they had not forgotten 
the Bloody Circuit. They therefore, even in their ill humour, 
continued true to their own King, and, while grumbling at 
him, were ready to stand by him against his adversary with 
their lives and fortunes. t 

There were indeed exceptions : but they were very few ; Dealings 
and they were to be found almost exclusively in two classes, 
which, though widely differing from each other in social with Saint 
position, closely resembled each other in laxity of principle. 

All the Whigs who are known to have trafficked with Saint brny ; ' 
Germains, belonged, not to the main body of the party, but YergnsoB. 
either to the head or to the tail. They were either patricians 
high in rank and office, or caitiffs who had long been em- 
ployed in the foulest drudgery of faction. To the former class 
belonged Shrewsbury. Of the latter class the most remark- 
able specimen was Kobert Ferguson. Prom the day on 
which the Convention Parliament was dissolved, Shrewsbury 
began to waver in his allegiance: but that he had ever 
wavered was not, till long after, suspected by the public. 

That Ferguson had, a few months after the Revolution, 
become a furious Jacobite, was no secret to anybody, and 
ought not to have been matter of surprise to anybody. For 
Ms apostasy he could not plead even the miserable excuse 
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^ Va.n Citters, Marcli IJ. 1690, But lie Clnurcli before the Court of Aldermen, 
is mistaken as to the preacher. The ser- f Mercurins Eeformatns, 

hion is extant. It was preached at Bow Feb. 12. 1690, 
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that he had been neglected. The ignominions services which 
he had formerly rendered to his party as a spy, a raiser of 
riots, a dispenser of bribes, a writer of libels, a prompter of 
false witnesses, had been rewarded only too prodigally for the 
honour of the new government. That he should hold any 
high office was of course impossible. But a sinecure place 
of five hundred a year had been created for Mm in the de- 
partment of the Excise. He now had what to Hm was 
opulence: but opulence did not satisfy Hm. Eor money 
indeed he had never scrupled to be guilty of fraud aggra- 
vated by hypocrisy: yet the love of money was not his 
strongest passion. Long habit had developed in him a moral 
disease from which people who have made political agitation 
their calling are seldom wholly free. He could not be quiet. 
Sedition, from being his business, had become his pleasure. It 
was as impossible for him to live without doing mischief as for 
an old dram drinker or an old opium eater to live without 
the daily dose of poison. The very discomforts and hazards 
of a lawless life had a strange attraction for him. He could 
no more be turned into a peaceable and loyal subject than 
the fox can be turned into a shepherd’s dog, or than the kite 
can be taught the habits of the barn door fowl. The Eed 
Indian prefers his hunting ground to cultivated fields and 
stately cities : the gipsy, sheltered by a commodious roof, and 
provided with meat in due season, still pines for the ragged 
tent on the moor and the chance meal of carrion 5 and even 
so Eerguson became weary of plenty and security, of his 
salary, his house, Ms table, and his coach, and longed to be 
again the president of societies into which none could enter 
without a password, the director of secret presses, the dis- 
tributor of inflammatory pampHets ; to see the walls pla- 
carded with descriptions of his person and offers of reward 
for his apprehension; to have six or seven names, with a 
different wig and cloak for each, and to change Ms lodgings 
thrice a week at dead of night. His hostility was not to 
Popery or to Protestantism, to monarchical government 
or to republican government, to the House of Stuart or 
to the House of Nassau, but to whatever was at the time 
established. 

By the Jacobites this new ally was eagerly welcomed. 
They were at that moment busied with schemes in which 
the help of a veteran plotter was much needed. There had 
been a great stir among them from the day on which it had 
been announced that William had determined to take the 


command in Ireland 5 and tliey were all looking forward witli 
impatient liope to kis departnre. He was not one of tkose 
princes against whom men liglitly venture to set up a 
standard of rebellion. His courage, bis sagacity, tbe secrecy 
of bis counsels, tbe success wbicb bad generally crowned bis 
enterprises, overawed tbe vulgar. Even bis most acrimonious 
enemies feared Mm at least as mucb as they bated bim. 
Wbile be was at Kensington, ready to take borse at a 
moment’s notice, malecontents wbo prized tbeir beads and 
tbeir estates were generally content to vent tbeir hatred by 
drinking confusion to bis booked nose, and by squeezing 
witb significant energy tbe orange wbicb was bis emblem. 
But tbeir courage rose when they reflected that tbe sea would 
soon roll between bim and our island. In tbe military and 
political calculations of tbat age, thirty leagues of water 
were as important as three hundred leagues now are. Tbe 
winds and waves frequently interrupted all communication 
between England and Ireland. It sometimes happened tbat, 
during a fortnight or three weeks, not a word of intelligence 
from London reached Dublin. Twenty English counties 
might be up in arms long before any rumour that an insur- 
rection was even apprehended could reach Ulster. Early in 
the spring, therefore, tbe leading malecontents assembled in 
London for the purpose of concerting an extensive plan of 
action, and corresponded assiduously both with Erance and 
with Ireland. « 

Such was the temper of tbe English factions when, on 
tbe twentieth of March, the new Parbament met. The first 
duty wbicb the Commons bad to perform was that of choos- 
ing a Speaker. Trevor was proposed by Lowtber, was 
elected without opposition, and was presented and approved 
witb tbe ordmary ceremonial. Tbe King then made a speech 
in which be especially recommended to tbe consideration of 
the Houses two important subjects, tbe settling of tbe revenue 
and tbe granting of an amnesty. He represented strongly 
the necessity of despatch. Every day was precious, the 
season for action was approaching, /^Let not us,’^ be 
said, be engaged in debates while our enemies are in 
tbe field.”* 

Tbe first subject wbicb tbe Commons took into considera- 
tion was tbe state of tbe revenue. A great part of tbe taxes 
bad, since tbe accession of William and Mary, been collected 
under tbe authority of Acts passed for short terms, and it 

^ Commons’ Journals, Mareh 20, 21, 22. 16||. 
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was now time to deterniine on a permanent arrangement. 
A list of the salaries and pensions for which provision was to 
he made was laid hefore the House ; and the amount of the 
sums thus expended called forth very just complaints from 
the independent members, among whom Sir Charles Sedlej 
distinguished himself by his sarcastic pleasantry. A clever 
speech which he made against the placemen stole into print 
and was widely circulated: it has since been often repub- 
lished; and it proves, what his poems and plays might make 
us doubt, that his contemporaries were not mistaken in 
considering him as a man of parts and vivacity. Unfortu- 
nately the ill humour which the sight of the Civil List 
caused evaporated in jests and invectives without producing 
any reform. 

The ordinary revenue by which the government had been, 
supported before the Revolution had been partly hereditary, 
and had been partly drawn from taxes granted to each sove- 
reign for life. The hereditary revenue had passed, with the 
crown, to Wiliam and Mary. It was derived from the rents 
of the royal domains, from fees, from fines,, fi’om wine licenses, 
from the first fruits and tenths of benefices, from the receipts of 
the Post Office, and from that part of the exc.ise which had, 
immediately after the Restoration, been granted to Charles 
the Second and to his successors for ever in lieu of the feu- 
dal services due to our ancient kings. The income fi"om all 
these sources was estimated at between fiiur and five hundred 
thousand pounds.* 

Those duties of excise and customs which had been granted 
to James for life had, at the close of his reign, yielded about 
nine hundred thousand pounds annually, William naturally 
wished to have this income on the same terms on which Ms 
uncle had enjoyed it; and his ministers did their best to 
gratify his wishes. Lowther moved that the grant should be 
to the King and Queen for their joint and separate lives, and 
spoke repeatedly and earnestly in defence of this motion. He 
set forth William’s claims to public gratitude and confidence; 
the nation rescued from Popery and arbitrary power ; the 
Church delivered from persecution ; the constitution esta- 
blished on a firm basis. Would the Commons deal grudgingly 
with a prince who had done more for England than had ever 
been done for her by any of his predecessors in so short a 
time, with a prince who was now about to expose himself to 
hostile weapons and pestilential air in order to preserve the 

* Commons’ Jonrnals, Mardi 28. 1690, and March 1. and March 20. 1682 
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Englisli colonj in Ireland^ with a prince who was prayed for 
ill every corner of the world where a congregation of Pro- 
testants could meet for the worship of God But on this 
subject Lowther harangned in vain, Whigs and Tories were 
equally fixed in the opinion that the liberality of Parliaments 
had been the chief cause of the disasters of the last thirty 
years; that to the liberality of the Parliament of 1660 
was to be ascribed the misgovernment of the Cabal, that to 
the liberality of the Parliament of 1686 was to be ascribed 
the Declaration of Indulgence, and that the Parliament of 
1690 would be inexcusable if it did not profit by experience. 
After mucli dispute a compromise was made. That portion 
of the excise which had been settled for life on James, and 
which was estimated at three hundred thousand pounds a 
year, was settled on William and Mary for their joint and 
separate lives. It was supposed that, with the hereditary 
revenue, and with three hundred thousand a year more from 
the excise, Their Majesties would have, independent of par- 
liamentary control, between seven and eight hundred thou- 
sand a year. Out of this income was to be defrayed the 
charge both of the royal household and of those civil ofilces 
of which a list had been laid before the House. This income 
was therefore called the Civil List. The expenses of the 
royal household are now entirely separated from the expenses 
of civil government: but, by a whimsical perversion, the 
name of Civil List has remained attached to that portion 
of the revenue which is appropriated to the expenses of the 
royal household. It is still more strange that several neigh- 
bouring nations should have thought this most unmeaning of 
all names worth borrowing. Those duties of customs which 
had been settled for life on Charles and James successively, 
and which, in the year before the Revolution, had yielded six 
hundred thousand pounds, were granted to the Crown for a 
term of only four years. t 

William was by no means well pleased with this arrange- 
ment. He thought it unjust and ungratefol in a people 
whose liberties he had saved to bind him over to his good 
behaviour. ^‘^ The gentlemen of England,” he said to Burnet, 

trusted King James who was an enemy of their religion 
and of their laws ; and they will not trust me by whom their 

in wHcli tLe reTenne was settled 
was sent by Van Citters to the States 
General, April I 


^ Grey’s Debates, March 27. and 28. 
1690. 

t Commons’ Jonrnals, Mar. 28. 1690. 
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CHAP, religion and tteir laws iiave been preserved/’ Burnet aii- 
- swered very properly that tbere was no mark of personal con- 

fidence wMcli His Majesty was not entitled to demand, but that 
this question was not a question of personal confidence. The 
Estates of the Eealm wished to establish a general principle. 
They wished to set a precedent which might secure a remote 
posterity against evils such as the indiscreet liberality of 
former Parliaments had produced. *^^Prom those evils Your 
Majesty has delivered this generation. By accepting the 
gift of the Commons on the terms on which it is offered 
Your Majesty will be also a deliverer of future generations.” 
William was not convinced : but he had too much wisdom 
and self-command to give way to his ill humour; and he 
accepted graciously what he could not but consider as un- 
graciously given.* 

Provision The Civil List was charged with an annuity of twenty 
Princess o£ thousand pounds to the Princess of Denmark, in addition to 
Denmark, an annuity of thirty thousand pounds which had been settled 
on her at the time of her marriage. This arrangement was 
the result of a compromise which had been effected with much 
difficulty and after many irritating disputes. The King and 
Queen had never, since the commencement of their reign, 
been on very good terms with their sister. That William 
should have been disHked by a woman who had just sense 
enough to perceive that his temper was sour and his manners 
repulsive, and who was utterly incapable of appreciating his 
higher qualities, is not extraordinary. But Mary was made 
to be loved. So lively and intelligent a woman could not 
indeed derive much pleasure from the society of Anne, who, 
when in good humour, was meekly stupid, and, when in bad 
humour, was sulkily stupid. Yet the Queen, whose kindness 
had endeared her to her humblest attendants, would hardly 
have made an enemy of one whom it was her duty and her 
interest to make a friend, had not an interest strangely po- 
tent and strangely malignant been incessantly at work to 
divide the Eoyal House against itself. The fondness of the 
Princess for Lady Marlborough was such as, in a supersti- 
tious age, would have been 'ascribed to some talisman or 
potion. Hot only had the friends, in their confidential inter- 
course with each other, dropped all ceremony and all titles, 
and become plain Mrs. Morley and plain Mrs. Preeman ; but 
even Prince George, who cared as much for the dignity of his 
birth as he was capable of caring for anything but claret and 


* Burnet, ii. 43. 
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calvered salmon, submitted to be Mr. Morley. Tlie Coxintess 
boa'sted that sbe bad selected tbe name of Preeman becaiise 
it was peculiar! j suited to tbe frankness and boldness of ber 
character; and, to do ber justice, it was not by tbe ordinary 
arts of courtiers that sbe estabiisbed and long maintained 
ber despotic empire over tbe feeblest of minds. Sbe bad 
little of tbat tact wbicb is tbe cbaracteristic talent of ber 
sex ; sbe was far too violent to flatter or to dissemble : bnt, by 
a rare cbance, sbe bad fallen in with a nature on wbicb dicta- 
tion and contradiction acted as,- pbiltres. ■ In tbis grotesque 
friendship ab tbe loyalty, tbe patience, tbe selfdevotion, was 
on tbe side of tbe mistress. The whims,' tbe haughty airs, 
tbe fits of ill temper, were on the side of tbe waiting woman. 
bTotbing is more curious than,, the relation in which tbe 
"" two ladies stood to Mi\ Preeman,. aS' tbej" called Marlborough. 

' In foreign countries people knew in genera! that Anne- was 
governed by tbe Cbnxcbills. They ^ knew also tbat tbe man 
who appeared to enjoy;' so large a share: of her favour was . not 
only a great soldier and politician, bnt also one of the finest 
gentlemen of Ms time, that bis face, and fignre were enlinently . 
baiidsome, bis temper at once bland and resolute, bis manners 
at once engaging and noble. bTotMng conld be more natural 
^ than that graces and accomplisbinents like bis sbonld win a 
female heart. Gn the Continent therefore many persons 
imagined tbat be' was^ iome’s favonred lover;, and be was, so. 
described in contemporary .Prencb libels wbicb, have long 
. been forgotten. . In England this .calnnmy never gained credit^ 
even with the vnigar, and is nowhere to be found even in the: 

: most ; ribald doggrel that was sting about onr streets. ' In 
trntb the Princess seems never, 'to have been guilty of a 
' thought inconsistent with her conjugal vows. To ber, Marl- 
_^4 borough, with all bis. genius and bis valonr, bis beauty and 
Ms grace, was nothing bnt the husband, of ; her friend. Direct- 
power over Her ;Eoyal Highness be ■■ bad none. He conld 
influence her only by the instrnmentabty of bis wife; and bis 
wife was no passive iiistrnment. Tbongb it is impossible to 
discover, in anything that she ever did, said, or wrote, any 
. indication of superior nnderstaiiding,:, her -fierce passions and 
/strong: wil enabled her ' often to 'mle ' a bnsband who was born 
to rnle grave senates and mighty' armies.. His courage, that 
courage which , the most perilous - emergencies of war only 
made cooler and more steady, faded Mna when be bad to 
encounter bis Sarah’s ready tears and voluble reproaches, 
tbe pouiings of ber lip and the tossings of her head. History 
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exMMts to ns few spectacles more remarkable tlian that of a 
great and wise man, who, when he had contrived vast and 
profound schemes of policy, could carry them into effect only 
by inducing one fooHsh woman, who was often uninanageable, 
to manage another woman who was more foolish still. 

In one point the Earl and the Countess were perfectly 
agreed. They were equally bent on getting money ; though, 
when it was got, he loved to hoard it, and she was not uii- 
willing to spend it.^ The favour of the Princess they both 
regarded as a valuable estate. In her father’s reign they 
had begun to grow rich by means of her bounty. She was 
naturally inclined to parsimony ; and even when she was on 
the throne, her equipages and tables were by no means 
sumptuous.t It might have been thought, therefore, that, 
while she was a subject, thirty thousand a year, with a resi- 
dence in the palace, would have been more than sufficient 
for all her wants. There were probably not in the kingdom 
two noblemen possessed of such an income. But no income 
would satisfy the greediness of those who governed her. 
She repeatedly contracted debts which James repeatedly dis- 
charged, not without expressing much surprise and dis- 




pleasure. 

The Eevolution opened to the Churchills a new and bound- ^ 
less prospect of gain. The whole conduct of their mistress at " 
the great crisis had proved that she had no will, no judgment, 
no conscience, but theirs. To them she had sacrificed affec- 
tions, prejudices, habits, interests. In obedience to them, 
she had joined in the conspiracy against her father ; she had 
fled from Whitehall in the depth of winter, through ice and 
mire, to a hackney coach : she had taken refuge in the rebel 
camp : she had consented to yield her place in the order of 
succession to the Prince of Orange. They saw with pleasure ^ 
that she, over whom they possessed such boundless influence, 
possessed no common influence over others. Scarcely had 
the Eevolution been accomplished when many Tories, 
liking both the Eng who had been driven out and the Eiiig 
who had come in, and doubting whether their religion had 
more to fear from Jesuits or fi’om Latitiidinariaiis, showed a 
strong disposition to rally round Anne. Jlature had made 


* In a contemporary lampoon are these lines: 

** Oil, happy couple! In their life 
There does appear uo sign of strife; 

They do agree so in the mam. 

To sacrifice their souls for gain.”— The Female Niue, 3 690. 
t Swift mentions the deficiency of hospitality and magnificence in her hmiseholci 
Journal to Stella, August 8. 1711. 
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her a Mgot. Siich was the constitution of her niind that to 
the religion of her nrurserj she could not but adhere, with- 
out examination and without doubt, till she was laid in her 
coffin. In the court of her father she had been deaf to all 
that could be urged in favour of transubstantiatioii and 
auricular confession. In the court of her brother in law she 
was equally deaf to all that could be urged in favour of a 
general union among Protestants. : This slowness and ob- 
stinacy made her important. It was a great: thing to be the 
only member of the Roy al Pamlly who regarded Papists and 
Presbyterians with impartial aversion. While a large, party 
was disposed to make her an idol, she was. regarded by her 
two artful servants merely as a puppet. They knew that she 
had it in her power to give serious annoyance to the govern- 
ment; and they determined to use this power in order to 
extort money, nominally for her, bnt really for themselves. 
While Marlborough was commanding the English forces in 
the Low Countries, the execution of the plan was necessarily 
left to his wife; and she acted, not as he would doubtless 
have acted, with prudence and temper, hut, as is plain even 
from her own narrative, with odious violence and insolence. 
Indeed she had passions to gratify from which he was alto- 
^ gether free. He, though one of the most covetous was one 
of the least acrimonious of mankind : but malignity was in 
her a stronger passion than avarice. She hated easily : she 
hated heartily ; and she hated implacably. Among the 
objects of her hatred were all who were related to her mis- 
tress either on the paternal or on the maternal side. 'No 
person who had a natural interest in the Princess could 
observe without uneasiness the strange infatuation which 
made her the slave of an imperious and reckless termagant. 

_ 4 This the Countess well knew. In her view the Royal Family 
and the family of Hyde, however they might differ as to 
other matters, were leagued against her ; and she detested 
them all, James and James’s Queen, William and Mary, 
Clarendon and Rochester. How was the time to wreak the 
accumulated spite of years. It was not enough to obtain a 
great, a regal, revenue for Aime. That revenue must be 
obtained by means which would wound and humble those 
whom the favourite abhorred. It must not be asked, it must 
^ not be accepted, as a mark of fraternal kindness, bnt de- 
^ manded in hostile tones, and wrung by force from reluctant 
hands. Ho application was made to- the King and Queen. 
But they learned with astonishment" that Lady Marlborough 
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was indefatigable in canvassing tlie Toiy 'inembers^:^ 
ment, that a Princess’s party was forming,; tbat' tte House of 
Commons would be moved to settle on Her Eoyal Highness 
a vast income independent of the Crown, liary asked her 
sister what these proceedings meant. I hear,” said Amie, 

that my friends have a mind to make me some settlement.” 

It is said, that the Queen, greatly hurt by an expression 
which seemed to imply that she and her husband were not 
among her sister’s friends, replied with unwonted sharpness, 
‘^^Of what friends do you speak? What Mends have you 
except the King and me?”^ The subject was never again 
mentioned between the sisters. Mary was probably sensible 
that she had make a mistake, in addressing herself to one ^ 
who was merely a passive instrument in the hands of others. 

An attempt was made to open a negotiation with the Countess. 
After some inferior agents had expostulated with her in vain, 
Shrewsbury waited on her. It might have been expected 
that his intervention would have been successful : for, if the 
scandalous chronicle of those times could be trusted, he had 
stood high, too high, in her favour, f He was authorised by 
the King to promise that, if the Princess would desist from 
soliciting the members of the House of Coimnoiis to support 
her cause, the income of Her Eoyal Highness should be in- ^ 
creased from thirty thousand pounds to fifty thousand. Tli0>' 
Countess flatly rejected this offer. The King’s word, she had 
the insolence to hint, was not a sufficient security. I am con- 
fident,” said Shrewsbury, ^^that His Majesty will strictly frilfil 
his engagements. If he breaks them I will not serve him an 
hour longer.” “That may be very honourable in you,” 
answered the pertinacious vixen: “but it will be very poor 
comfort to the Princss.” Shrewsbury after vainly attempt- 
ing to move the servant, was at length admitted to an ^ 
audience of the mistress. Anne, in language doubtless 
dictated by her friend Sarah, told him that the business had 
gone too far to be stopped, and must be left to the decision 
of the Commons. J 

The truth was that the Princess’s prompters hoped to 
obtain from Parliament a much larger sum than was offered 

^ ^ Dueliess of Marlborough's Vindiea- which, even when she has no motive for 
tion. But the Duchess was so abandoned lying, makes it necessary to read every 
a liar that it is impossible to believe a word written or dictated by her wn*tli ; 
word that she says, except when she suspicion, she creates Shrew’sbury a 
accuses herself. ^ Duke, and represents herself as ealliim' 

t See the Female Nine, him “Your Grace.” He wms not made 

^ t The Duchess of Marlborough's Vin- a Duke till 1604 . 
dicatioii. With that habitual inaceuraey, 
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By tlie King. ■, Notiiiig less than seventy tBonsand a year 
' would content tliem. But tlieir cupidity overreaclied itself. 
The House of Commons showed a 'great disposition to gratify 
Her Eoyal Highness. But, when at length her too eager 
adherents ventured to name the snm which they wished to 
grant, the muriimrs were loud. Seventy thousand a year 
at a time when the necessary expenses of the State were 
daily increasing, when the receipt of the customs was daily 
diminishing, when trade was low, when every gentleman, 
every merchant, was retrenching something from the charge 
of his table and his cellar ! The general opinion was that 
the sum which the King was understood to he willing to give 
wonid be .amply sufficient.* At last something was conceded 
on both sides. The Princess was forced to content herself 
with fifty thousand a year; and William agreed that this 
sum should be settled on her by Act of Parliament. She 
rewarded the services of Lady Marlborough with a pen- 
sion of a thousand a yearf; but this was in all probability 
a very small part of what the Churchills gained by the 
arrangement. 

After these transactions the two royal sisters continued 
during many months to live on terms of civility and even of 
i apparent friendship. But Mary, though she seems to have 
home no malice to Anne, undoubtedly felt against Lady 
Marlborough as much resentment as a very gentle heart is 
capable of feeling. Marlborough had been out of England 
during a great part of the time which his wife had spent 
in canvassing among the Tories, and, though he had un- 
doubtedly acted in concert with her, had acted, as usual, 
with temper and decorum. He therefore continued to receive 
from William many marks of favour which were unaccom- 
^4" paiiied by any indication of displeasure. ^ 

In the debates on the settling of the revenue, the distinc- 
tion between Whigs and Tories does not appear to have been 
?'ery clearly marked. In truth, if .there was anything about 
which the two parties were agreed, it was the expediency of 
granting the customs to the Crown for a time not , exceeding 
four years. But there were other questions which called 
. forth the old animosity in all its strength. ' The Whigs were 
now a minority, but a minority formidable ■ in ' numbers, and 
1 more formidable in , ability. They : .carried on the parlia- 
mentary war, not less acrimoniously than when they were a 

’'f Commons' Journals* December 17. f ^^Mcatdon of tlie Duchess of Mari- 
aiid 18. 1089. horough. 
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CHAP, majority, 'but somewtat more artfully. They brought forwa.rd 
, , seyeral motions, sueh as no High Churchman could weE sup- 

port, yet such as no servant of William and Mary could weE 
oppose. The Tory who voted for those motions would run a 
great risk of being pointed at as a turncoat by the sturdy 
CavaEers of his county. The Tory who voted against those 
motions would run a great risk of being frowned upon at 
Kensington. 

Bill de- It was apparently in pursuance of this policy that the 
Acts the on the tabh of the House of Lords a bill declaring 

preceding all the laws passed by the late Parliament to bo valid laws. 
mS^tvalid this biU been read than the controversy of the 

‘ preceding spring was renewed. The Whigs were joined on 
this occasion by almost aE those noblemen who were con- ^ 
nected with the government. The rigid Tories, with hTot- 
tingham at their head, professed themselves willing to enact 
that every statute passed in 1689 should have the same force 
that it would have had if it had been passed by a parliament 
convoked in a regular manner: but nothing would induce 
them to acknowledge that an assembly of lords and gentle- 
tlemen, who had come together without authority from the 
Great Seal, was constitutionaEj a Parliament. Pew questions 
seem to have excited stronger passions than the question, 
practicaUy altogether unimportant, whether the biE should 
or should not be declaratory. Nottingham, always upright 
and honourable, but a bigot and a formalist, was on this 


subject singularly obstinate and unreasonable. In one debate 
he lost his temper, forgot the decorum which in general he 
strictly observed, and narrowly escaped being coimnitted to 
the custody of the Black Eod.* After much wrangling, the 
Whigs carried their point by a majority of seven.f Many 
peers signed a strong protest written by Nottingham, Li 
this protest the biE, which was indeed open to verbal criti- ' 
eism, was contemptuously described as being neither good 
English nor good sense. The majority passed a resolution 
that the protest should be expunged ; and against this reso- 


lution Nottingham and his followers again protested, f The 
King was disjEeased by the' pertinacity of his Secretary of 
State 5 so much displeased indeed that Nottingham declared 
his intention of resigning the Seals : but the dispute was soon 
accommodated. William was too wise not to know the value 

* Van Citters, April fg. 1690. } Lords^ Journals, April 8. and If), 

t Van Ci tiers, April Lnttrell's 1690 ; Burnet, ii 41. 

Diary. 
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of ail lioiiest man dislioiiest age. Tlie very scrupulosity CHAP. 
wMcli made Nottin a ■ mutineer was a ■ security tliat he t . 

would never be , a traitor.’^ ■ 

The Bill went down to the Lower House 5 and it was fully 
expected that the contest there would be long and fierce : but 
a single speech settled the question, Somers, with a force 
and eloquence which surprised even an audience accustomed 
to hear him with pleasure, exposed the absurdity of the 
doctrine held by the High Tories. ^^ If the Convention, — 
it was thus that he argued, — ^^was not a Parliament, how 
can we be a Parliament ? An Act of Elizabeth provides that 
no person shall sit or vote in this House till he has taken the 
old oath of supreniacy. Not one of us has taken that oath. 

Instead of it, we have all taken the new oath of supremacy 
which the late Parliament substituted for the old oath. It is 
therefore a contradiction to say that the Acts of the late 
Parliament are not now valid, and yet to ask us to enact 
that they shall henceforth be valid. Eor either they already 
are so, or we never can make them so.” This reasoning, 
which was in truth as unanswerable as that of Euclid, 
brought the debate to a speedy close. The bill passed the 
Commons within forty-eight hours after it had been read the 
first time, t 

This was the only victory won by the Whigs during the Debat 
whole session. They complained loudly in the Lower House . 

of the change which had been made in the military govern- the Lieu- 
ment of the city of London. The Tories, conscious of their 
strength, and heated by resentment, not only refused to cen- 
sure what had been done, but determined to express publicly 
and formally their gratitude to the King for having brought 
ill so many churchmen and turned out so many schismatics. 

An address of thanks was moved by Clarges, member for 
Westminster, who waslmownto he attached to Caermarthen. 

^tThe alterations which have been made in the City,” said 
Clarges, show that His Majesty has a tender care of us, I 
hope that he will make similar alterations in every county of 
the realm.” The minority struggled hard, Will you thank 
the King,” they said, ^‘^ for putting the sword into the hands 
of his most dangerous, enemies P Some of those whom he 
has been advised to entrust with military command have not 
yet been able to bring themselves to take the oath of alle- 

■ 5 ^ Van Citters, Citters, ‘writing on tlie 8th, men- 

t Commons’ ’ JommalB, April S. and 9. tions that a great sUniggle in the Lower 
1090; Grey’s Debates; Burnet, ii. 42. Ho-ase was expected. 
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CHAP, giance to Mm. Others' were well Imown, in the evil days, as ' 

. stanch jnrymen, who were sure to find an Exclnsionist guilty 
on any evidence or no evidence/’ !Nor did the Whig orators 
refrain from using those topics on which aU factions are ^ 
eloquent in the hour of, distress, and which all factions are 
but too ready to treat lightly in the hour of prosperity. 

Let us not/’ they said, ^^pass a vote which conveys a reflec- 
tion on a large body of our countrymen, good subjects, good 
Protestants. The King ought to be the head of his whole 
people. Let us not mate him the head of a party.” This 
was excellent doctrine : but it scarcely became the lips of 
men who, a few weets before, had opposed the Indeinnity 
Bill and voted for the Sacheverell clause. The address was 
carried by a hundred and eighty-five votes to a hundred and ^ 

. ' thirty-six.^" A- ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ : ^ 

Ai>jnratioii ^ goou as the numbers had been announced, the minority, 
smarting from their defeat, brought forward a motion which 
caused no little embarrassment to the Tory placemen. The 
oath of allegiance, the Whigs said, was drawn in terms far 
too lax. It might exclude from public employment a few 
honest Jacobites who were generally too dull to be iniscbie- 
vous : but it was altogether inefficient as a means of binding 
the supple and slippery consciences of cunning priests, who, 
while affecting to hold the Jesuits in abhorrence, were pro- ' 
ficients in that immoral casuistry which was the worst part 
of Jesuitism. Some grave divines had openly said, others 
had even dared to write, that they had sworn fealty to 
William in a sense altogether different from that in wMch 
they had sworn fealty to James. To James they had plighted 
the entire faith which a loyal subject owes to a rightful sove- 
reign : but, when they promised to bear true allegiance to 
William, they meant only that they would not, whilst he ,#* 
was able to hang them for rebelling or conspiring against 
him, run any rish of being hanged. None could wonder that 
the precepts and example of . the malecontent clergy should 
have corrupted the ' malecontent laity. When Prebendaries 
and Eectors were not ashamed to avow that they had equi- 
vocated in the very act of hissing the G-ospels, it was hardly 
to be expected that attorneys and taxgatherers would be more 
scrupulous. The consequence was that every department 
swarmed with traitors ; that men who ate the King^s bread, 4 

men who were entrusted with the duty of collecting and dis- ^ 

bursing h s revenues, of victualling his ships, of clothing his 

* Commons’ Journals, April 24. 1690 v Grey's Debates. 
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BoldierSj: of making liiS' artillery ready for tlie field, were in 
tlie habit of ealling Hin an nsiirper, and of drinking to Ms 
speedy downfall. Gould any government be safe wMcb was 
bated and betrayed by its own servants? And was not the 
Englisb government exposed to dangers wMcb, even if afi its 
servants were true, might well excite serious apprehensions ? 
A disputed succession, war with France, war in Scotland, war 
in Ireland, was not all this enough without treachery in every 
arsenal and in every custom house ? There must be an oath 
drawn in language too precise to be explained away, in lan- 
guage which no Jacobite could repeat without the conscious- 
ness that he was pequring himself. Though the zealots of 
indefeasible hereditary right had in general no objection to 
^ swear allegiance to William, they would probably not choose 
to abjure James. On such grounds as these, an Abjuration 
Bill of extreme severity was brought into the House of Com- 
mons. It was proposed to enact that every person who held 
any office, civil, military, or spiritual, should, on pain of de- 
privation, solemnly abjure the exiled King j that the oath of 
abjuration might be tendered by any justice of the peace to 
any subject of Their Majesties ; and that, if it were refused, 
the recusant should be sent to prison, and should lie there as 
I long as he continued obstinate. 

The severity of this last provision was generally and most 
justly blamed. To turn every ignorant meddling magistrate 
into a state inquisitor, to insist that a plain man, who lived 
peaceably, who obeyed the laws, who paid his taxes, who had 
never held and who did not expect ever to hold any office, 
and who had never tronbled his head about problems of poli- 
tical philosophy, should declare, under the sanction of an 
oath, a decided opinion on a point about which the most 
learned doctors of the age had written whole libraries of 
controversial boobs, and to send him to rot in a gaol if he 
could not bring himself to swear, would smrely have been the 
height of tyranny. The clause, which required public func- 
tionaries, on pain of deprivation, to abjure the deposed 
King, was not open to the same objections- Yet even against 
this clause some weighty arguments were urged. A man, it 
was said, who has an honest heart and a sound understand- 
ing, is sufficiently bound by the present oath. Every such 
^ man, when lie swears to be faithful and to bear true allegiance 
to King* William, does, by necessary implication, abjure King 
James. There may doubtless be among the servants of the 
State, and even among the ministers of the Chmrch, some 
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persons wlio liave no sense of liononr or religion^ and wto 
are ready to forswear themselves for Mere. There may Tbe 
others who have contracted the pernicious habit of quibbling 
away the most sacred obligations, and who have convinced ^ 
themselves that they can innocently make, with a mental 
reservation, a promise which it woMd be sinfnl to make with- 
out such a reservation. Against these two classes of Jaco- 
bites it is true that the present test affords no security. But 
will the new test, will any test, be more efficacions ? Will a 
person who has no conscience, or a person whose conscience 
can be set at rest by immoral sophistry, hesitate to repeat 
any phrase that yon can dictate? The former will kiss the 
hook without any scruple at all. The scruples of the latter 
will he very easily removed. He now swears allegiance to 
one Eing with a mental reservation. He will then abjure 
the other Eing with a mental reservation. Bo not flatter 
yourselves that the ingenuity of lawgivers wiU ever devise an 
oath which the ingenuity of casuists will not evade. What 
indeed is the value of any oath in such a matter ? Among 
the many lessons which the troubles of the last generation 
have left us none is more plain than this, that no form of 
words, however precise, no imprecation, however awful, ever 
saved, or ever wiU save, a government from destruction. Was r 
not the Solemn League and Covenant burned by the conimoii 
hangman amidst the huzzas of tens of thousands who had 
themselves subscribed it? Among the statesmen and war- 
riors who bore the chief part in restoring Charles the Se- 
cond, how many were there who had not repeatedly abjured 
him? Hay, is it not well known that some of those persons 
boastfully declared that, if they had not abjured him, they 
never could have restored him ? 

The debates were sharp ^ and the issue during a short A 
time seemed doubtfal: for some of the Tories who were in 
office were unwilling* to give a vote which might be thought ■ 
to indicate that they were lukewarm in the cause of the Eing 
whom they served. William, however,' took cai^e tO' let it be 
nndei’stood that he had no wish to impose 'a new test on his 
subjects.. A few words from him decided the event .of the 
conflict. The bill was rejected thirty-six hours after it had 
been brought in by a hundred and ninety-two votes to a 
hundred and sixty-five.'^ 4 


^ Commons’ Journals, Apfil 24, 25, angry. He calls tlie Inll porA>cr 
and 26; Orey’s Debates ; Narcissus Lnt- trick of the fanatics to turn out the 
trelis Diary. Narcissus is imusiuiliy Bishops and most 01 the Church at Eag- 
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.Even .after, tliisdefeat tlie WTiigs pertinaciously returned, to 
tlie attack. : IlaYing failed , in one House tkey renewed, tke 
battle in tke, otker. , Exye days after tke Abjuration Bill bad. 
been tlirown .'out^ in tbe Commons, another Abjuration BEl, 
somewbat milder, but stiU yeij seyere, was laid on tbe table 
.of , .the Lords.*,.' , Wbat „was now proposed^ was ' ,tbat no person 
sbould sit in either House of PaE or bold any office, 

civil, military, or judicial, without making a declaration that 
he would stand' by: Wiliam and Mary against James- and 
James’s adherents. Every male- in the kingdom' who had 
attained the age of sixteen was to. make the same declaration 
before a certain day. If he failed to do so he was to pay 
double taxes and to be incapable of exercising tbe elective 
franchise. 

On the day fixed for the second reading, the King came 
down to the House of Peers. He gave his assent in form to 
several laws, unrobed, took his seat on a chair of state which 
had been placed for him, and listened with, much interest to 
the debate. To the general surprise, two noblemen who had 
been eminently zealous for the Eevolution spoke against' the 
proposed test. Lord Wharton, a Puritan who had fought for 
the Long Parliament, said, with' amusing simplicity, that he 
A was a very old man, that he had lived through troubled times, 
that he had taken a great many oaths in.his. day, and. that he 
was afraid that he had not kept them all. He prayed that 
■: the 'sin might not be laid to his charge j and he declared that ' 
he could not consent to lay any more snares for Hs' own' soul 
.and for ,the souls of his neighbours. ' The Earl of . Macclesfield, ' 
tbe captain of tbe English volunteers who had accompanied 
WMiam from ■ Helvoetsluys to. Torbay, , declared that he ': was 
. much in the same case with Lord Wharton.. Marlborough 
supported the bill. He wondered, he said, that it should be 
opposed by Macclesfield, who had borne so prominent a 'part 
in the. Eevolution. . Macclesfield, irritated, .by the-. charge of .'. 
inconsistency, retorted with terrible severity : .. :^‘^ The noble 
Earl,’’ he said, ^^exaggerates the share which I had in the deli- 
verance of our country. I- was ready, indeed, and always shall 
be ready, to venture my life in defence ofher 'laws and liber- 

land Clergy” In a Whig pasquinade biU whicL the Commons Lad rejected in 
entitled “ A Speech intended to have the preceding week. Ealph, who saw 
4 been spohen on the Triennial Bill, on that Burnet had eoniniitted a hliinder, 
Jan. 28.” 169^, the King is said to hare but did not ' see what the blunder was, 
browbeaten the Abjuration Bill.” has,'in trying to correct it, added several 

Lord sMoiirnals,' May 1.1690. This blunders of his own ; and the Oxford 
Bill is among the Arcliives of the House editor of Burnet has been misled by 
cf Lords. Burnet confounds it with the Eiilph, 
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ties. But there are lengths to wliicli, even for the sake of her 
. laws and liberties^ I could never go. I only rebelled against 
a bad King : there were those who did much more.” Marl- 
borough, though not easily discomposed, could not but feel 
the edge of this sarcasm : William looked displeased ; and the 
aspect of the whole House was troubled and gloomy. It was 
resolved by fifty-one votes to forty that the bill should be 
committed; and it was committed, but never reported, After 
many hal'd struggles between the Whigs headed by Shrews- 
bury and the Tories headed by Caermarthen, it was so much 
mutilated that it retained little more than its name, and did 
not seem to those who had introduced it to be worth any 
further contest.* 

The discomfiture of the Whigs was completed by a com- 
munication from the King. Caermarthen appeared in the " 
House of Lords bearing in his hand a parchment signed by 
WiUiam. It was an Act of Grace for political offences. 

Between an Act of Grace originating with the Sovereign 
and an Act of Indemnity originating with the Estates of the 
Eealm there are some remarkable distinctions. An Act of 
Indemnity passes through all the stages through which other 
laws pass, and may, during its progress, be amended by either 
House. An Act of Grace is received with peculiar marks of h,. 
respect, is read only once by the Lords and once by the Com- 
mons, and must be either rejected altogether or accepted as it 
stands.f William had not ventured to submit such an Act 
to the preceding Parliament. But in the new Parliament he 
was certain of a majority. The minority gave no trouble. 

The stubborn spirit which had, during two sessions, ob- 
structed the progress of the Bill of Indemnity had been a.t 
length broken by defeats and humiliations. Both Houses 
stood up uncovered while the Act of Grace was read, and > 
gave their sanction to it without one dissentient voice. 

There would not have been this unanimity had not a few 
great criminals been excluded firom the benefits of the am- ■ 
iiesty. Foremost among them, stood the surviving members 
of the High Court of Justice which had sate on Charles the 
First. With these ancient men were joined the two name- 
less executioners who had done their office, with masked 
faces, on the scaffold before the Banqueting House. Hone 

^Lords’ Journals, May 2. and 3. the bill in the Arcliives of tlie House of T* 
1690; Van Citters, May 2 ,; Narcissus Lords. 

Luttrelfs Diary; Durnet, ii. 44.; and f These distinctions were much dis- 
Lord Dartmouth’s note. The changes cussed at the time. Van Citters, May 
made by the Committee may bo seen on 1690. 
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; Imew wlio they w or of what rank. It was probahle that 
they had heen long dead. Yet it was thought necessary to 
declare that, if even now, after the lapse of forty-one years, 
they should be discovered, they would still be liable to the 
i3iinishment of their great , crime. Perhaps it would hardly 
liave been thought necessary to mention these men, if the 
animosities of the preceding generation had not been rekin- 
dled by the recent appearance of Ludlow in England. About 
thirty of the agents of the tjranny of James were left to the 
law. With these exceptions, all political offences, eoininitted 
before the day on which the royal signature was affixed to the 
Act, were covered with a general oblivion.'^ Even the crimi- 
nals who were by name excluded had little to fear. Many of 
them were in foreign countries ; and those who were in Eug- 
^ land were well assured that, unless they committed some new 
fault, they would not be molested. 

The Act of Grace the nation owed to William alone ; and 
it is one of his noblest and purest titles to renown. Prom the 
commencement of the civil troubles of the seventeenth century 
down to the Eevolution, every victory gained by either party 
had been followed by a sanguinary proscription. When the 
Eoundheads triumphed over the Cavaliers, when the Cavaliers 
triumphed over the Eoundheads, when the fable of the Popish 
plot gave the ascendency to the Whig^, when the detection 
of the Eye House Plot transferred the ascendency to the 
Tories, blood, and more blood, and still more blood, had 
flowed. Every great explosion and every great recoil of public 
feeling had been accompanied by severities which, at the 
time, the predominant faction loudly applauded, but which, 
on a calm review, history and posterity have condemned. 
No wise and humane man, whatever may be his political 
^ opinions, now mentions without reprehension the death 
either of Laud or of Tane, either of Stafford or of EusseU. Of 
the alternate butcheries the last and the worst is that which is 
inseparably associated with the names of James and Jeffreys. 
But it assuredly would not have been the last, perhaps it 
might not have been the worst, if William had not had the 
virtue and the firmness resolutely to withstand the impor- 
tunity of his most zealous adherents. These men were bent 
on exacting a terrible retribution for all they had imclergone 
^ during seven disastrous years. The scaffold of Sidney, the 
gibbet of Cornish, the stake at which Elizabeth Gaunt had 
peiushed in the flames for the crime of harbouring a fugitive. 
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CHAP, the porches of the Somersetshire chmches smmoiiiited by the 
. stuUs and quarters of murdered peasants^ the holds of those 
Jamaica ships from which every day the carcass of some pri- 
soner dead of thirst and fonl air had been flnng to the sharks^ ^ 
all these things were fresh in the memory of the party wMcli 
the Eevolntion had made^ for a time, dominant in the State, 
Some chiefs of that party had redeemed their necks by paying 
heavy ransom. Others had languished long in Newgate, 
Others had starved and shivered, winter after winter, in the 
garrets of Amsterdam. It was natural that in the day of their 
power and prosperity they should wish to inflict some part of 
what they had suffered. During a whole year they pursued 
their scheme of revenge. They sncceeded in defeating Indem- 
nity Bill after Indemnity Bill. Nothing stood between them 
and their victims, hut William’s immutable resolution that the 
glory of the great deliverance which he had wrought should 
not be sullied by cruelty. His clemency was peculiar to him- 
self. It was not the clemency of an ostentatious man, or of 
a sentimental man, or of an easy tempered man. It was cold, 
unconciliating, inflexible. It produced no fine stage effects. 

It drew on him the savage invectives of those whose malevo- 
lent passions he refused to satisfy. It won for him no grati- 
tude from those who owed to him fortune, liberty, and life. ^ 
While the violent Whigs railed at his lenity, the agents of 
the fallen tyranny^ as soon as they foimd themselves safe, in- 
stead of acknowledging their obligations to him, reproached 
him in insulting language with the mercy which he had ex- 
tended to them. His Act of Grace, they said, had completely 
refuted his Declaration. Was it possible to believe that, if 
there had been any truth in the charges which he had brought 
against the late government, he would have granted impunity 
to the guilty ? It was now acknowledged by himself, under 4,, 
his own hand, that the stories by which he and his friends 
had deluded the nation and driven away the royal family 
were mere calumnies devised to serve a turn. The turn had 
been served ; and the accusations by which he had inflamed 
the public mind to madness were coolly withdrawn.* But 
none of these things moved him. He had done well. He 
had risked his popularity with men who had been his warmest 
admirers, in order to give repose and security to men by 
whom his name was never mentioned without a curse. Nor 
had he conferred a less benefit on those whom he had dis- 

^ Hogev North was one of the loaany malecon tents who were never tired of 
harping on this string. 




mUAAM Am MAEI. 


255 


a.ppoiBted of tlieir roTenge tlian on those whom he had pro- 
tected. If he had saved one faction from a proscription, he 
had saved the other from the reaction which such a proscrip- 
tion would inevitably have produced. If his people did not 
justly appreciate his policy, so much the worse for them. He 
Iiad discharged his duty by them. He feared no obloqny | and 
he wanted no thanhs. ■ ■■ 

On the twentieth of May the Act of Grace was passed. 
The King then informed the Houses that his visit to Ireland 
could no longer be delayed, that he had therefore determined 
to prorogue them, and that, unless some unexpected emer-^ 
gency made their advice and assistance necessary to him, he 
should not call them again from their homes till the next 
winter. “ Then,” he said, “ I hope, by the blessing of God, 
we shall have a happy meeting.” 

The Parliament had passed an Act providing that, when- 
ever he should go out of England, it should be lawful for 
Mary to administer the government of the kingdom in his 
name and her own. It was added that he should neverthe 
less, during his absence, retain all his authority. Some ob - 
Jections were made to this arrangement. Here, it was said, 
were two supreme powers in one State. A public functionary 
might receive diametrically opposite orders from the King and 
the Queen, and might not know which to obey. The objec- 
tion was, beyond all doubt, speculatively just | but there was 
such perfect confidence and affection between the royal pair 
that no practical inconvenience was to be apprehended.* 

As far as Ireland was concerned, the prospects of William 
were much more cheering than they had been a few months 
earlier. The activity with which he had personally urged 
forward the preparations for the next campaign had pro- 
duced an extraordinary effect. The nerves of the government 
were new strung. In every department of the military ad- 
ministration the influence of a vigorous mind was perceptible. 
Abundant supplies of food, clothing, and medicine, very dif- 
ferent in quality from those which Shales had furnished, were 
sent across Saint George’s Channel. A thousand baggage 
waggons had been made or collected with great expedition ; 
and, during some weeks, the road between London and 
Chester was covered with them. Great numbers of recruits 
were sent to fill the chasms which pestilence had made in the 
English ranks. Eresh regiments from Scotland, Cheshire, 
Lancashire, and Cumberland had landed in the Bay of Belfast, 

Stilt. 2' W. & M. sess. 1. c. 6.; Urey’s DeTDates, April 29., May 1. 5. 6, 7. 1C90. 
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CHAP. The uniforms and arms of the new comers clearly indicated 

. . the potent influence of the master’s eye. With the British 

battalions were interspersed several hardy bands of G-ennan 
and Scandinavian mercenaries. Before the end of May the 
English force in Ulster amounted to thirty thousand fighting 
men. A few more troops and an immense quantity of mili- 
tary stores were on board of a fleet which lay in the estuary 
of the Dee, and which was ready to weigh anchor as soon as 
the King was on board.* 

Adminis- James ought to have made an equally good use of the time 
during which his army had been in winter quarters. Strict 

Pttblin. discipline and regular drilling might, in the interval between 
November and May, have turned the atliletic and enthusi- 
astic peasants who were assembled under his standard into 
good soldiers. But the opportunity was lost. The Court oi 
Dublia was, during that season of inaction, busied with dice 
and claret, love letters and challenges. The aspect of the 
capital was indeed not very brilliant . The whole number of 
coaches which could be mustered there, those of the King and 
of the French legation included, did not amount to forty. t 
But though there was little splendour there was much disso- 
luteness. Grave Eoman Catholics shook their heads and 
said that the Castle did not look like the palace of a King 
who gloried in being the champion of the Church.f The 
military administration was as deplorable as ever. The 
cavalry indeed was, by the exertions of some gallant officers, 
kept in a high state of efficiency. But a regiment of infantry 
differed in nothing but name from a large gang of Eapparees- 
Indeed a gang of Eapparees gave less annoyance to peaceable 
citizens, and more annoyance to the enemy, than a regiment 
of infantry. Avaux strongly represented, ia a memorial which 
he delivered to James, the abuses which made the Irish foot a 
curse and a scandal to Ireland. Whole companies, said the 
ambassador, quit their colours on the line of march and wander 
to right and left pillagiug and destroying ; the soldier takes 
no care of his arms ; the captain never troubles himself to 
ascertain whether the arms are in good order : the consequence 
is that one man in every three has lost his musket, and that 

* Story’s Impartial History ;Harcissiis excuse tbe national partiality *wh.ieh. 
Luttreli’s Diary. sometimes, I cannot but think, perverts 

t Avaux, Jan. 1690. Ms judgment. "Wlien I quote the Ma- 

I Macariss Excidium. This most cariseExeidium,! always quote the Latin 
cimous work has been recently edited text. The English Yersion is, I am con-« 
with great care and diligence by Mr, Yinced, merely a translation from the 
O’Caliaghan. I owe so much to his Latin, and a very careless and imperfect 
learning and industry that I most readily translation. 


WILLIAM AMD MAEY. 


aiiother maB ill every lias a musket that will not go ofiV 
Avanx adjured the to prohibit maranding, to give 

orders that the troops should be regularly exercised, and to 
. punish every officer who suffered his men to neglect their 

V weapons and accoutrement If these things were done, His 
Majesty might hope to have, in the approaching spring, an 
army with which the enemy would be unable to contend. 
This was good advice: but James was so far from taking it 
that he would hardly listen to it with patience. Before he 
had heard eight lines read he flew into a passion and accused 
the ambassador of exaggeration, This paper, Sir, said 
Avaux, ^"^is not written to be published. It is meant solely 
for Your Majesty’s information ; and, in a paper meant solely 
for Tour Majesty’s information, flattery and disguise would 
be out of place : but I will not persist in reading what is so 
disagreeable.” Go on,” said' James very angrfly ^ I will 
hear the whole.” He gradually became cahner, took the me- 
morial, and promised to adopt some of the suggestions which 
it contained. But his promise was soon forgotten.'^ 

His financial administration was of a piece with his mili- 
tary administration. His one fiscal resource was robbery, 
direct or indirect. Every Protestant who had remained in 
any part of the three southern provinces of Ireland was robbed 
directly, by the simple process of taking money out of his 
strong box, drink out of his cellars, fuel from his turf stack, 
,and clothes from his wardrobe. He was robbed indirectly by 
a new issue of counters, smaller in size and baser in material 
than any which had yet borne the image and superscription 
of James. Even brass had begun to be scarce at DubKn ; 
and it was necessary to ask assistance from Lewis, who cha- 
ritably bestowed on his ally an old cracked piece of cannon to 
^ be coined into crowns and shiflings.f 

But the Erench king had determined to send over succours 
of a very different kind. He proposed to take into his own 
service, and to form by the best discipline then known in the 
world, four Irish regiments. They were to be commanded by 
Maearthy, who had been severely wounded and taken prisoner 
at Hewton Butler, His wounds .had been healed j and he had 
regained his liberty by violating Ms parole. This disgraceful 



^ Avanx, Mov. IJ. 1689. ^ 

■ Louvois writes to Avans. 

16|~ : “ Conime le Uoy a veil .par vos 
lettres qixe le Koy d’Aiigleterre craigiroit 
de nianqiier de ciiivro pour faire de la 
Bsonnoye, Ba Majestc a doiniAordie qne 

VOL. m. 


Ton mist sur le bastimenfc qni portera 
cette lettre nne pifece de canon du calibre 
de dens qui est dvent^e, de laquelle ceiix 
qui travaillenfc i la monnpye dn Roy 
d’ Angleterre pourront se servir pour coii- 
tinuer a faire de la monnoye.” 

S V 
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breacli of faitlx be Ixad made more disgraceM^ by: paltry tricks 
and sopMstical excuses wHcb. would have become a Jesuit 
better than a gentleman and a soldier. Lewis was willing 
that the Irish regiments should be sent to him in rags and 
unarmed^ and insisted only, that the men should be stout^ and 
that the officers should not be baiilcrupt traders and discarded 
lacqueys^ but, if possible, men of good family who had seen 
service. In return for these troops, who' were iii number not 
quite four thousand, he undertook to send to Ireland between 
seven and eight thousand exeeUent Ikench infantry, who were 
likely in a day of battle to be of more use than all the kernes 
of Leinster, Munster, and Connaught together.* 

One great error he committed. The army which he was 
sending to assist James, though small indeed when compared 
with the army of Flanders or with the army of the Ehine, 
was destined for a service on which the fate of Europe might 
depend, and ought therefore to have been commanded by a 
general of eminent abilities. There was no want of such 
generals in the French service. But James and his Queen 
begged hard for Lauzun, and carried this point against 
the strong representations of Avaux, against the advice of 
Louvois, and against the judgment of Lewis himself. 

When Lauzmi went to the cabinet of Louvois to receive 
instructions, the wise minister held language which showed 
how little confidence he felt in the vain and eccentric knight 
errant. not, for God’s sake, suffer yourself to he 

hurried away by your desire of fighting. Put all your glory 
in tiring the English out ; and, above all things, maintain 
strict discipline.’^t 

Not only was the appointment of Lauziin in itself a bad 
appointment : but, in order that one man might fill a post for 
which he was unfit, it was necessary to remove two men from 
posts for which they were eminently fit. Immoral and hard- 
hearted as Eosen and Avaux were, Eosen was a skilful 
captain, and Avaux was a skilful politician. Though it is 


* Xouvois to Avaux, Nov. A- ^ 

Tlie force sent by Lewis to Ireland 
appears by the lists at the French War 
Office to have amounted to seven thou- 
sand two hundred and ninety-one men of 
all ranks. At the French War Office s 
a letter from Alarshal d’Estrees who 
saw the four Irish regiments soon after 
they had landed at Hresfc. He describes 
them as **mal chausses, mal vkus, et 
n’ayant point d’uniforme dans leurs ha- 


bits, si ce n’est qu’ils sont tons fort 
mauvais.” A very exact account of Ma- 
carthy’s breach of parole will be found 
in Air. O’Oallagban’s History of the Iri.sh 
Brigades. I am sorry that a WTiter to 
whom I owe so much should try to vin- 
dicate conduct which, as described by 
himsel f, was in the highest degree dis- 
honourable. 

t Lauzun to Louvois, and June 
1% 1690, at the French War Cilice. 
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not probaMe that tliey would hare been able to ayert the 
doom of Ireland, it is probable that tbey miglit baye been 
abk, to protract the contest; and it was eyidently for the 
intoest of Prance that the contest should be protracted, 
it would have been an affront to the old general to put 
him under the orders of Lanznn ; and between the ambassa- 
dor and Laiiziin there was such an enmity that they could 
not be expected, to act cordially together. Both Eosen and 
Avaux, therefore, were, with many soothing assurances of 
royal approbation and favour, recalled to Prance., They 
sailed from Cork early in the spring by the fleet which had 
conveyed Lauziin thither/^ Lanziin had no sooner landed 
than he found that, though he had been long expected, no- 
thing had been prepared for his reception. No lodgings had 
been provided for his men, no place of security for his stores, 
no horses, no carriages. f His troops had to undergo the 
hardships of a long march through a desert before they 
arrived at Dublin. At Dublin, indeed, they found tolerable 
accommodation. They were billeted on Protestants, lived 
at free quarter, had plenty of bread, and threepence a day. 
Lauzun was appointed ConGimander in Chief of the Irish 
army, and took up his residence in the Castle. J His salary 
was the same with that of the Lord Lieutenant, eight 
thousand Jacobuses, equivalent to ten thousand pounds 
sterling, a year. This sum James offered to pay, not in the 
brass which bore his own effigy, but in Prench gold. But 
Lauzun, among whose faults avarice had no place, refused to 
fiU his own coffers from an almost empty treasury.§ 

On him and on the Frenchmen who accompanied him the 
misery of the Irish people and the imbecility of the Irish 
administration produced an effect which they found it diffi- 
cult to describe. Lauzun wrote to Louvois that the Court 
and the whole kingdom were in a state not to be imagined 
by a person who had always lived in happier countries. 
It was, he said, a chaos, such as he had read of in the book 
of Genesis. The whole business of all the public function- 
aries was to quarrel with each other, and to plunder the 
government and the people. After he had been about a 
month at the Castle, he declared that he would not go 
'through such another month -for all the world. His. ablest 

See the Liter letters of A-Faiix. . f Story’s Impartial History ; Latiuun 

t Aviuix to Louvois, March ||. 1600; to Loxivois, May |g. 1600. 

Lauzun to Louvois, § Lauzun to Louvois, IGOO, 

s 2 . , . 
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o:ffi.cers confirmed Ms testiriionj.* One of tliein^ indeed, was 
so unjust as to represent tlie people of Ireland, not merely as 
ignorant and idle, wMeh tliey were, but as kopelessly stepid 
and unfeeling, wMck tLey assuredly were not. Tbe Englisii 
policy, be said, bad so completely brutalised tbem tbat tliey 
could bardly be called human beings. They were insensible 
to praise and blame, to promises and threats. And yet it 
was pity of tbem : for they were physically the finest race of 
men in the world.t 

By this time Schomberg had opened the campaign auspi- 
ciously. He had with little difficulty taken Charlemont, the 
last important fastness which the Irish occupied in Ulster, 
But the great work of reconquering the three southern pro- 
vinces of the island he deferred till William should arrive. 
William meanwhile was busied in making arrangements for 
the government and defence of England during his absence. 
He well knew that the Jacobites were on the alert. They 
had not till very lately been an united and organised faction. 
There had been, to use Melfort’s phrase, numerous gangs, 
which were all in communication with James at Dubiiii 
Castle, or with Mary of Modena at Saint Germains, but 
which had no connection vTith each other and were unwilling 
to trust each other. J But since it had been Imown that the 
usurper was about to cross the sea, and that his sceptre 
would be left in a female hand, these gangs had been draw- 
ing close together, and had begun to form one extensive 
confederacy. Clarendon, who had refused the oaths, and 
Ailesbury, who had dishonestly taken them, were among the 
cliief traitors. Dartmouth, though he had sworn allegiance 
to the sovereigns who were in possession, was one of their 
most active enemies, and undertook what may be called the 
maritime department of the plot. His mind was constantly 
occupied by schemes, disgraceful to an English seaman, for 
the destruction of the English fleets and arsenals. He was 
in close communication with some naval officers, who, though 


* Lauzim to Louvois, April May 
|g. 1690. La Hoguette, wlio held the 
rank of Mar^chal de Camp, wrote to 
liOUTois to the same effect about the 
same time. 

t “ La politique des Anglois a de 
tenir ces peuples cy comme des esclaves, 
et si has qu’il ne leur estoit pas permis 
d’apprendre a lire et k 4crire. Cela les 
a rendu si hestes qu’ils n’ont presque 
point d’humanite. Eien ne les esmeut. 


Ils sent peu sensibles a rhoiineur; et 
les menaces ne les estonnent point. L’in- 
terest meme ne les pent engager au tra- 
vail. Ce sont poiirtant les gens dn 
monde les mieiix faits.” — Desgrigny to 
1690. 

I See Melfort’s Letters to James 
written in October 1689. They are 
among the Nairne Papers, and were 
printed bj^ Xaepherson. 
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tliey served tlie new govemment, served it s-allenly and with CHAP, 
half a heart ; and he flattered himself that by promising . 
those nieii ample rewards, and by artfully inflaming the 
jealons animosity with which they regarded the Dutch flag, 
he shordd prevail on them to desert and to carry their ships 
into some Drench or Bflsh port.* 

The conduct of Penn was scarcely less scandalous. He Penn, 
was a zealous and busy Jacobite; and his new way of life 
was even more unfavourable than his late way of life had 
been to moral purity. It w^as hardly possible to be at once 
a consistent Quaker and a comtier: but it was utterly im- 
possible to be at once a consistent Quaker and a conspirator. 

It is melancholy to relate that Penn, while professing to 
consider even defensive war as sinful, did everything in his 
power to bring a foreign army into the heart of his own 
country. He wrote to inform James that the adherents of 
the Prince of Orange dreaded nothing so much as an ajppeal 
to the sword, and that, if England were now invaded from 
Prance or from Ireland, the number of Eoyalists would appear 
to be greater than ever. Avaux thought this letter so im- 
portant, that he sent a translation of it to Lewis. f A good 
effect, the shrewd ambassador wrote, had been produced, by 
this and similar commnnications, on the mind of King 
James. His Majesty was at last convinced that he could 
recover his dominions only sword in hand. It is a curious 
fact that it should have been reserved for the great preacher 
of peace to produce this conviction in the mind of the old 
tyrant, t Penn^s proceedings had not escaped the observa- 
tion of the government. Warrants had been out against 
him ; and he had been taken into custody ; but the evidence 

^ Life of James, n. 443. 450, ; and eJioses cliange Hen Tiste, seloii la nature 
Trials of Ashton and Preston, des insnlaires ; et sa sant^ est fort mau- 

t Avaux -vfrote thus to Lewis on the vaise, II y a un nuage qui commence a 
5th of June 1689: “II nous est yenu se former au nord des deux royaumes, 
dcs nouvelles assez considerables d’An- oh le Boy a beaucoup d’amis, ce qui 
gleterre et d’Escosse, Je me donne donne beaucoup d’inquietiide aux princi- 
riionneur d’en enyoyer des menioires a panx amis du Prince d’Orange, qui es- 
yostre Majest<^, tels que je les ay receus tant riches, commencent a estre per- 
du Boy de la Grande Bretagne. Le suadez que ce sera Fesp^e qui decidcra 
commencement des iiouyelles datt^es de leur sort, ce quhls ont tant tach© 
d'Angleterre est la eopie d’une lettre de d’4yiter. Ils apprehendent ime invasion 
M. Pen, que j’ay yeue en original.” The dirlande etde Prance; et en ce cas le 
Memoire des Nouvelles d’Angleterre et Boy aura plus d’amis que jamais.” 
d’Eseosse, which was sent with this f “Le bon effet, Sire, que ces lettres 
despatch, begins with the following sen- d’Escosse et d’Angleterre ont produit, 
tenees, which must therefore have been est qu’elies ont enfin persoad4 le Boy 
part of Penn’s letter : “ Le Prince d’Angleterre quhl ne recouvrera ses es- 
d’Orange commence d’ estre fort d4goutt4 tats que les armes a la main ; et ce n’est 
de riiumeur des Anglois ; et la face des pas peu de l’ en avoir convaincu” 
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against T iim tad not been sncli as would, support a charge of 
. Mgli treason ; be bad, as, with all bis faults, be deserved to 
have, many fiiends in every party ; be tberefore soon re- 
gained his bberty, and returned to his plots.* 

But the chief conspirator was Eichard Graham, Tiscoiint 
Preston, who had, in the late reign, been Secretary of State. 
Though a peer in Scotland, he was only a baronet hi England. 

He had, indeed, received from Saint Germains an English 
patent of nobility, but the patent bore a date posterior to 
that flight which the Convention had pronounced an abdica- 
tion. The Lords had, therefore, not only refused to admit 
him to a share of their privileges, but had sent Mm to prison 
for presuming to call himself one of their order. He had, 
however, by humbling himself, and by withdrawing his claim, „ 
obtained his liberty.f Though the submissive language wMch 
he had condescended to nse on this occasion did not indicate 
a spirit prepared for martyrdom, he was regarded by Ms party, 
and by the woidd in general, as a man of courage and honour. 

He still retained the seals of his ofiice, and was stiU con- 
sidered by the adherents of indefeasible hereditary right as 
the real Secretary of State. He was in high favour with 
Lewis, at whose court he had formerly resided, and had, since 
the Eevolution, been entrusted by the French government 
with considerable sums of money for political purposes. J 

Wliile Preston was consulting in the capital with the other 
heads of the faction, the rustic Jacobites were laying in arms, 
holding musters, and forming themselves into companies, 
troops, and regiments. There were alarming symptoms in 
Worcestershire. In Lancashire many gentlemen had re- 
ceived commissions signed by James, called themselves 
colonels and captains, and made out long lists of noncom- 
missioned officers and privates. Letters from Torhshire 4^. 
brought news that large bodies of men, who seemed to have ' 
met for no good purpose, had been seen on the moors near 
Enaresborough. Letters from Newcastle gave an account of 
a great match at football which had been played in Horthum- i 
berland, and was sns|)ected to have been a pretext for a gather- 
ing of the disaffected. In the crowd, it was said, were a liun- 

Van Citters to the States General, pistoles is mentioned in a letter of 
March 1689. Van Citters calls Penn Croissy to Arans:, Peb, Ift. 1689. James, 

“ den bekenden Archqnaker.” in a letter dated Jan. 26. 1689, directs y 

t See his trial in the Collection of Preston to consider himself as still Secre- ^ 
State Trials, and the Lords’ Journals of tary, notwithstanding Melfort’s appoint- 
Noy. 11, 12. and 27. 1689. ment. 

J One remittance of two thousand 
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dred and fifty fiorsenieii well mounted and armed, of wliom 
many. were Papists.*' , , 

Meantime packets of letters fnU of treason ■wei’e constantly 
passing and repassing between Kent and Picardy, and be- 
tween Wales and Ireland. Some of tbe messengers were 
lioiiest fanatics : but others were mere mercenaries, and 
trafficked in the secrets of which they were the bearers. 

Of these double traitors the most remarkable was William 
Fuller, This man has himself told us that, when he was 
yery young, he fell in with a pamphlet which contained an 
account of the flagitious life and horrible death of Danger- 
field. The boy’s imagination was set on fire : he devoured 
the book : lie almost got it by heart 5 and he was soon seized, 
and ever after haunted, by a strange x^resentiment that his fate 
would resemble that of the wretched adventmer whose history 
he had so eagerly read.f It might have been su|)];)Osed that 
the x^rospect of dying in Kewgate, with a back flayed and an 
eye knocked out, would not have seemed very attractiye. But 
experience i)i^oves that there are some distempered minds for 
which notoriety, even when accompanied with pain and 
shame, has an irresistible fascination. Animated by this 
loathsome ambition, Fuller equalled, and perhaps surpassed, 
his model. He was bred a Eoman Catholic, and was page to 
Lady Melfort, when Lady MeMbrt shone at Whitehall as one 
of the loveliest women in the train of Mary of Modena. Aft§r 
the Eevolution, he followed his mistress to France, was re- 
peatedly employed in delicate and perilous commissions, and 
was thought at Saint Germains to be a devoted servant of the 
House of Stuart. In truth, however, he had, in the course 
of one of his expeditions to London, sold himself to the new 
government, and had abjtmed the faith in which he had been 
brought up. The honour, if it is to be so called, of turning 
him from a worthless Papist into a worthless Protestant he 
ascribed, with characteristic impndence, to the lucid reason- 
ing and blameless life of TiUotson. 

In the spring of 1690, Mary of Modena wished to send to 
her correspondents in London some highly important des- 


CHAP. 
■ XV. , 


The Jaco- 
bites be- 
trayed by 
Fuller. 


* Karcissus Luttrell’s Diary ; Com- 
TOons’ Journals, May 14, 15. 20. 1690; 
Kingston’s True History, 1 697. 

t The Whole Life of Mr. William 
Fuller, being an Impartial Account of 
his Birth, Education, Eelalions and In- 
tcoduetion into the service of the late 
King James and his Q,ueen, together 
with a True Discovery of the Intrigues 


for which he lies now confined ; as also 
of the Persons that employed and 
assisted him therein, ■with his Hearty 
Eepentance for the Misdemeanours he 
dkl in the late Eeign, and ail others 
whom he hath injtirod ; impartially writ 
by Hirnself during his Confinement in 
the Queen’s Bench, 1703. Of course I 
shall use this narrative with caution. 
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CHAP. patcHes. As these despatches were too biillcy to he con- 
. . cealed in the clothes of a single messenger, it was necessary 

to employ two confidential persons. Puller was one. The 
other was a zealons young Jacobite named Crone. Before ^ 
they set out, they received full instructions from the Queen 
herself. Not a scrap of paper was to be detected about them 
by an ordinary search f but their buttons contained letters . 
written in invisible ink. 

The pair proceeded to Calais. The governor of that town 
furnished them with a boat, which, under cover of the night, 
set them on the low marshy coast of Kent, near the light- 
house of Dungeness. They walked to a farmhouse, procured 
horses, and took different roads to London. Puller hastened 
to the palace at Kensington, and delivered the documents with - 
which he was charged into the King’s hand. The first letter 
which William unrolled seemed to contain only florid com- 
pliments; but a pan of charcoal was lighted: a liquor well 
Imown to the diplomatists of that age was applied to the 
paper : an unsavoury steam filled the closet 3 and lines fall of 
grave meaning began to appear. 

Crone Tte first thing to be done was to secure Crone. He had 
arrested. j^^d time to deliver his letters before he was 

caught; but a snare was laid for him into which he easily 
feU. In truth the sincere Jacobites were generally wretched 
plotters. There was among them an unusually large propor- 
tion of sots, braggarts, and babblers ; and Crone was one of 
these. Had he been wise, he would have shunned places of 
public resort, kept strict guard over his tongue, and stinted 
himself to one bottle at a meal. He was found by the mes- 
sengers of the government at a tavern table in Gracechurch 
Street, swallowing bumpers to th e health of King James, and 
ranting about the comiug restoration, the French fleet, and^*^ 
the thousands of honest Englishmen who were awaiting the 
signal to rise in arms for their rightful Sovereign. He was 
carried to the Secretary’s office at Whitehall. He at first 
seemed to be confident and at his ease ; but when, among the 
bystanders, Puller appeared at liberty, and in a fashionable 
garb, with a sword, the prisoner’s courage fell; and he was 
. scarcely able to articulate.* 

The news that Puller had turned king’s evidence, that Crone 
had been arrested, and that important letters from Saint Ger- ^ 
mains were in the hands of William, flew fast through Lon- 
don, and spread dismay among all -who were conscious of 


^ Fuller’s Life of liimself. 
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It was true that the testunony of one witness, even CHAP. 

if that witness had been more respectable than rnller, was ^ 

not legally sufficient to convict any person of high treason. 

Bnt Fuller had so managed matters that several witnesses 
coidd be produced to corroborate his evidence against Crone; 
and, if Crone, under the strong terror of death, should imi- 
tate Fuller’s example, the heads of all the chiefs of the con- 
spiracy would be at the mercy of the government. The spirits 
of the J acobites rose, however, when it was Imowii that Crone, 
though repeatedly interrogated by those who had him in their 
power, and though assured that nothing but a frank con- 
fession could save his life, had resolutely continued silent. 

What effect a verdict of Guilty and the near prospect of the 
gallows might produce on him remained to be seen. His ac- 
complices were by no means willing that his fortitude should 
be tried by so severe a test. They therefore employed nu- 
merous artifices, legal and illegal, to avert a conviction. A 
woman named Clifford, with whom he had lodged, and who 
was one of the most active and cunning agents of the Jacobite 
faction, was entrusted with the duty of keeping him steady 
to the cause, and of rendering to him services from which 
scrupulous or timid agents might have shrunk. When the 
dreaded day came, Fuller was too ill to appear in the witness 
box, and the trial was consequently postponed. He asserted 
that his malady was not natural, that a noxious drug had 
been administered to him in a dish of porridge, that his nails 
were discoloured, that his hair came off, and that able physi- 
cians pronounced him poisoned. But such stories, even when 
they rest on authority much better than his, ought to be i‘e- 
ceived with very great distrust. 

While Crone was awaiting his trial, another agent of the 
Court of Saint Germains, named Tempest, was seized on the 
road between Dover and London, and was found to be the 
beai’er of numerous letters addressed to malecontents in Eng- 
land.f Every day it became more plain that the State was , 
surrounded by dangers; and yet it was absolutely necessary 
that, at this conjuncture, the Chief of the State should quit 
hispost. 

William, with painful anxiety, such as he alone was able Difficulties 
to conceal under an appearance of stoical serenity, prepared 
to take his departure. Mary was in agonies of grief ; and 
her distress affected him more than was imagined by those 

^ Clarendon’s Diary, March 6. 1690 ; Narcissus LuttrelFs Diary, 
t Clarendon s Diary, May 10. 1690, 
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wliO; judged of Ms teart Tby Ms demeanour.:'^ He knew too „ 

, tkat , ke was about to leave ker surrounded by difficulties; 
witli wMck ker kabits kad not qualified ker to contend. Slie 
would be ill eoBstaut need of wise and upriglit coiuisel ; and 
wkere was suck counsel to be found P Tkere were indeed ^ 
among kis servants many able men, and a few virtuous men. 

But, even wken ke was present, tkeir political and personal 
animosities kad too often made botk tkeir abilities and tlieir 
virtues useless to kim. Wkat ckance was tkere tkat tke gentle 
Mary would be able to restrain tkat party spirit and tkat 
emulation wkiok kad been but very imperfectly kept in order 
by ker resolute and politic kusband ? If tke interior cabinet 
wkick was to assist tke Queen were composed exclusively 
eitker of Wkigs or of Tories, kalf tke - nation would be dis- , 
gusted. Yet, if Wkigs and Tories were mixed, it was certain 
tkat tkere would be constant dissension. Suck was William’s 
situation tkat ke kad only a ckoice of evils. 

AH tkese difficulties were increased by tke conduct of 
■ Skrewsbury. Tke character of this man is a curious study. 

He seemed to be tke petted favourite both of nature and of 
fortune. Illustrious birth, exalted rank, ample possessions, 
fine parts, extensive acquirements, an agreeable person, man- 
ners singularly graceful and engaging, combined to make 
him an object of admiration and envy. But, with all 
these advantages, ke kad some moral and intellectual pecu- 
liarities which made kim a torment to himself and to all 
connected with Hm. His conduct at tke time of tke Eevo- 
lution kad given tke world a high opinion, not merely of kis 
patriotism, but of kis courage, energy, and decision. It 
should seem, however, tkat youthful enthusiasm and tke 
exhilaration produced by public sympathy and applause kad, 
on tkat occasion, raised kim above himself. Scarcely any 
other part of his life was of a piece with that splendid com- 
mencement. He kad hardly become Secretary of State when 
it appeared tkat kis nerves were too weak for suck a post. 

The daily toil, tke heavy responsibility, the failures, tke 
mortifications, tke obloquy, wkick are inseparable from power, 
broke kis spirit, soured kis temper, and impaired Ms health. 

To suck natures as kis the sustaining power of Mgk religious 
principle seems to be peculiarly necessary ; and iiiifortmiately 
Shrewsbury kad, in tke act of shaking off the yoke of tkat s? 
superstition in which ke had been brought up, liberated 
himself also from more salutary bands wkick might perhaps 

^ He wrote to Pprtlaiid, ** J e plains la poyre reine, qni est en des tcrriblcs aifiktions.” 
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liave braced Ms too delicately constittited mind into stead- 
fastness and npriglitness. Destitute of sucb support^ liewas, 
with great abilities^ a weah man, and, though endowed with 
. many amiable aB.d attractiye qualities, could not be called an 
honest man. For his own happiness, he should either haTe 
been much better or much worse. As it was, he never Imew 
either that noble peace of mind which is the reward of 
rectitude, or that abject peace of mind which springs from 
impudence and insensibility. Few people who have had so 
little power to resist temptation have suffered so cruelly from 
remorse and shame. 

To a man of this temper the situation of a minister of 
stalse during the year which followed the Eevolution must 
y have been constant torture. The difficulties by which the 
government was beset on all sides, the malignity of its 
enemies, the unreasonableness of its friends, the virulence 
with which the hostile factions fell on each other and on 
every mediator who attempted to part them, might indeed 
have discouraged a more resolute spirit. Before Shrewsbury 
had been six months in offce, he had completely lost heart 
and head. He began to address to William letters which it 
is difficult to imagine that a prince so strongminded can have 
4 ^ read without mingled compassion and contempt. “I am 
sensible, such was the constant burden of these epistles, 
— ^Hhat I am unfit for my place. I cannot exert myself. I 
am not the same man that I was half a year ago. My health 
is giving way. My mind is on the rack. My memory is 
failing, Nothing hut quiet and retirement can restore 
me.” William returned friendly and soothing answers ; and 
for a time these answers calmed the troubled mind of his 
minister.* But at length the dissolution, the general elec- 
- tion, the change in the Commissions of Peace and Lieu- 
tenancy, and finally the debates on the two Abjuration Bills, 
threw Shrewsbury into a state bordering on distraction. He 
was angry with the Whigs for using the King ill, and still 
more angry with the King for showing favour to the Tories. 
At what moment and by what influence the unhappy man 
was induced to commit a treason, the consciousness of which 
, threw a dark' shade over alb Ms remaining years, is . not 
accurately kuoivn. But it is MgMy probable that Ms mother, 

1 who, though tliO' most abandoned of 'women, had great power 
over him, took a fatal advantage of some unguarded hour, 
when he was irritated by finding Ms advice slighted, and 
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See tlie Letters of Slircwsbury in Coxe’s Correspondence, Part I. cliap, i. 



268 


HISTOEY OF ' MmLMB. 


CHAP. 

XV, 



tliat of Dauby and ITottingliam preferred. Ske was still a 
member of that Church which her son had quitted, and may 
have thought that, by reclaiming him from rebellion, she 
might make some atonement for the violation of her mar- 
riage vow and the murder of her lord.* What is certain is 
that, before the end of the spring of 1690, Shrewsbury had 
offered his services to James, and that James had accepted 
them. One proof of the sincerity of the convert was de- 
manded. He must resign the seals which he had taken from 
the hand of the iisnrper.t It is probable that Shrewsbury 
had scarcely committed his fault when he began to repent of 
it. Bnt he had not strength of mind to stop short in the 
path of evil. Loathing his own baseness, dreading a detec- 
tion which mnst be fatal to his honour, afraid to go forward, 
afraid to go back, he nnderwent tortures of which it is im- 
possible to think without commiseration. The true cause of 
his distress was as yet a profound secret; but his mental 
struggles and changes of purpose were generally known, and 
furnished the town, during some weeks, with topics of con- 
versation. One night, when he was actually setting out in a 
state of great excitement for the palace, with the seals in his 
hand, he was induced by Burnet to defer his resignation for 
a few hours. Some days later the eloquence of Tillotson was 
employed for the same purpose. J Three or four times the 
Earl laid the ensigns of his office on the table of the royal 
closet, and was three or four times induced, by the kind ex- 
postulations of the master whom he was conscious of having 
wronged, to take them up and carry them away. Thus the 
resignation was deferred till the eve of the King’s depaiture. 
By that time agitation had thrown Shrewsbury into a low 
fever. Bentinck, who made a last effort to persuade him to 
retain office, found him in bed and too ill for conversation. § 
The resignation so often tendered was at length accepted, 
and during some months Nottingham was the only Secretary 
of State. 


It was no small addition to William’s trouble that, at 




^ That Lady Shrewsbury was a Ja- d’ Orange, s’est d^fait de sa cluirge par 
cobite, and did her best to make her son mon ordre.” One copy of this most valn- 
so, is certain from Lloyd’s Paper of May able paper is in the Archives of the 
1694, which is among the Xairne MSS., French Foreign Office. Another is amons 


and was printed by Maepherson. 

t This is proved by a few words in a 
paper which James, in November 1692, 
laid before the French government. “ II 
y a,” says he, “ le Comte de Shrusbery, 
qni, 4tant Secretaire d’Etat dn Prince 


the Nairne MSS. in the Bodleian Library. 
A translation into English -will be found 
in Maephersou's collection, 
t Burnet, ii. 45. 

§ Shrewsbury to Somers^, Sept. 22. 
1697. 
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, Bucli a moment, liis goreniment slionld be ■wealcened by tbis 
defection. He tried, boweyer^ to do bis best witb tbe mate- 
rials wliicb remained to bim, and finally selected nine privy 
comicillors, by wliose advice be enjoined Mary to be guided, 
Tour of these, Devonsbire, Dorset, Monmontb, and Edward 
Enssell, were Wbigs. Tbe other five, Caermarthen, Pem- 
broke, N’ottingbain, Marlborongb, and Lowtber, were Tories.”^ 

William ordered the nine to attend bim at tbe office of tbe 
Secretary of State. Wlien they were assembled, be came 
leading in the Queen, desired them to be seated,* and ad- 
dressed to them a few earnest and weighty words. "^^ Sbe 
wants experience,” he said ; but I hope that, by choosing 
yon to be her counsellors, I have supplied that defect. I put 
my kingdom into your bands. Nothing foreign or domestic 
shall be kept secret from yon. I implore yon to be diligent and 
to be nnited.” f In private be told bis wife what he thought 
of the characters of tbe Nine 5 and it slionld seem, from her 
letters to bim, that there were few of the number for whom 
be expressed any high esteem. Marlborongb was to be her 
guide in military affairs, and was to command tbe troops in 
England. Enssell, who was Admiral of tbe Bine, and bad 
been rewarded for the service which be bad done at tbe time 
of tbe Ee volution with the lucrative place of Treasurer of 
tbe Navy, was well fitted to be her adviser on all questions 
relating to the fleet. But Caermarthen was designated as 
the person on whom, in ease of any difference of opinion in 
tbe council, she ought chiefly to rely. Caermartben’s sagacity 
and experience were unquestionable : bis principles, indeed, 
were lax : but, if there was any person in existence to whom 
be was likely to be true, that person was Mary. He had 
long been in a peculiar manner her firiend and servant : be 
had gained a high place in her favour by bringing about her 
marriage; and be bad, in tbe Convention, carried bis zeal 
for her interests to a length which she bad herself blamed as 
excessive. There was, therefore, every reason to hope that 
be would serve her at tbis critical conjuncture with sincere 
good will.f 

* Among tlie State Poems (yoI. ii. p. are tie nine members of the interior 
211.) ’will be found a piece wliicli some council whichWilliam appointed to assist 
ignorant editor bas entitled, “A vSatyr Marj vben be went to Ireland. Some 

written when tbe K went to Plan- of them never were Lords Jiistiees. 

ders and left nine Lords Justices.” I f Prom a narrative written by Low- 
liave a manuscript copy of tbis satire, tlierj wbicb is among tbe Macldntosb 
evidently contemporary, and bearing tbe MSS. 

date 1690. It, is indeed evident at a { See Mary’s Letters to William, pub- 
glance that tbe nine pKmsons satirised lisbed by Daliymple. 
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CHAP. One of her neare Hnsmen, on tlie other haml^ was one 
, : of her bitterest enemies. The eTidence which was in the pos- 

Conduct of session of the government proved beyond dispute that Clareii- 
Clarendon. deeply concerned in the Jacobite schemes of msnr- 

rection. But the Queen was most ■ unwilling that her kin- ¥ 
dred shonld.be harshly treated'; and William^ renieinbering 
through what ties she had broken^ and what reproaches; she 
' had incniTed, for his sake^, readily gave her inicle-’s life and 
liberty to her intercession. But, before the King set out for 
Ireland, .he spoke seriously to Eochester. ■ “ Your brother 
has been plotting against me. I am sure of it. I have the 
proofs under Ms own hand. T was urged to leave him out of 
the Act of Grace ; but I would not do what would have given 
so much pain to the Queen. For her sake I forgive the past ; ' 

but iny Lord Clarendon will do well to be cautious fertile \ 
future. If not, he will find that these are no jesting mat- 
ters.^’ Eochester communicated the admonition to Clarendon. 
Clarendon, who was in constant correspondence with Dnhlin 
and Saint Germains, protested that his only wish was to be 
quiet, and that, though he felt a scruple about the oaths, the 
existing government had not a more obedient subject than 
he purposed to he.* 

Penn held Among the letters which the government had intercepted v 

to bail from James to Penn. That letter, indeed, was not 

legal evidence to prove that the person to whom it was ad- 
dressed had been guilty of high treason : but it raised sus- ; 
picions which are now known to have been well founded. 

■ Penn was brought before the Privy Council, and interrogated. 

He said very truly that he could not prevent people from 
writing to him, and that he was not accountable for what 
they might write to him. He acknowledged that he was 
bound to the late King by ties of gratitude and affection a 
which no change of fortune could dissolve. “I should be 
glad to do him any service in his private affairs : but I owe 
a sacred duty to my country; and therefore I was never so 
wicked as even to think of endeavouring to bring him back.^^ ! 
This was a falsehood ^ and William was probably aware that 
it was so. He was unwilling however to deal harshly with a 
man who had many titles to respect, and who was not lil?:ely 
to be a very formidable plotter. He therefore declared him- . 
self satisfied, and proposed to discharge the prisoner. Some ^ : 
of the Privy Councillors,; however, remonstrated; and Penn 
was required to give baiLf 


^ Olarendon’s Diary, May $0. m-OO, 
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On' tie day before^ W departure, lie called .Burnet CHAP, 

into, liis closet, and, in firm but^ mournful language, spoie of .. . 

the: 'dangers which on , every .side menaced the realm, of the Interview 
fury, of the contending factions, and of .the evih spirit which wimam 
seeined.to possess,. toQ: many of 'the -.'clergy. But 'my trust and , 
is ill ;God. ■ I will go , -through with my work or -perish 
in, it. Only I: cannot help . feeling for the poor Q^^cen ; ■ and 
twice he repeated with unwonted, tenderness, the poor 
Qiieen.^^ If you love ine,’'^ he added, ^‘^- wait on her o.ften, , 
and give her what help you can. . As .for me, but: for -one- ' 
thing, I should enjoy the prospect . of being \on liorsehacfc - 
and under canvass, again. For I .am 'sure that I , am fitter , - 
to direct a oampaign' than to manage, your Houses of Lords 
and Commons. But, though I know '.that I am in the path 
of duty, it is hard on my wife that her father and I must , 
be opposed to - each , other in the field. God ' send that no 
harm may happen to him. Let me have your prayers, 

Doctor.” Burnet retired greatly moved, and doubtless put 
up, with no common fervour, those prayers for which his 
master had asked.* 

On the following day, the fourth of June, the King set out William 
for, Ireland.' Prince; George -had, .offered .his services, had 
equipped himself at great charge, and , fally ' expected to be ' * 
complimented with a - seat in' the royal coach. But Wiliiain, 
who promised himself little : pleasure - or ' advantage . from His : 

Eoyal Highness’s conversation,- and. who seldom stood on 
ceremony, took Portland for 'a '.travelling companion, and 
never once, during the whole ; of ♦.that .eventful campaign, 
seemed to be aware of the Prince’s - existence.f George, if 
left to himself, would hardly have ’noticed the affront. , But, ' 
though lie was too dull to feel, his wife felt for him ; and her 
resentment was studiously kept alive -by ' miscMefimkers of 
no common dexterity. ' On, this, as on many other occasions, 
the infirmities- of William’s temper proved seriously detri- 
mental to the great' interests of which he waS' the guardian. 

His reign would have been- far more prosperous if, .with Hs 
own courage, capacity, and elevation .of -mind, he had had ;a ' 
little of the easy good humour, and.,, politene.sS;,. of his .uncle - 
Charles.... 

In four days the King, anived at.;,: Chester, '.'-where a fleet of 
trans]3orts was awaiting the signal , for sailing. : ■ , He embarked 
on the eleventh of June, and -.was '..'.convoyed across Saint 

^ Burnet, ii. 46. t Tlae Dudiess of MarlLoroxiglrs Yindieationw 
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George’s Channel by a squadron of men of war under tlie 
^ command of Sir Cloudesley SlioreL* 

The month which followed William’s departure from Lon- 
don was one of the most eventful and anxious months in the 
whole history of England. A few hours after he had set out, > 
Crone was brought to the bar of the Old Bailey. A great 
array of judges was on the bench. Fuller had recovered 
sufficiently to. make his appeai'ance in court; and the trial 
proceeded. The Jacobites had been indefatigable hi their 
efforts to ascertain the political opinions of the persons whose 
names were on the jury list. So many were challenged that 
there was some difficulty in making up the number of twelve; 
and among the twelve was one on whom the malecontents 
thought that they could depend* Kor were they altogether 
mistaken ; for this man held out against his eleven com- 
panions all night and half the next day; and he would 
probably have starved them into submission had not Mrs. 
Clifford, who was in league with him, been caught throwing 
sweetmeats to him through the window. His supplies having 
been cut off, he yielded; and a verdict of Guilty, which, it 
was said, cost two of the jurymen their , lives, was returned. 

A motion in arrest of judgment was instantly made, on the 
ground that a Latin word endorsed on the back of tlie indict- 
ment was incorrectly spelt. The objection was undoubtedly 
frivolous. Jeffreys would have at once overruled it with a 
torrent of curses, and would have proceeded to the most 
agreeable part of his duty, that of describing to the prisoner : 
the whole process of half hanging, disembowelling, mutilat- 
ing, and quartering. But Holt and his bretliren remembered 
that they were now for the first time since the Eevolution 
trying a culprit on a charge of high treason. It was there- , 
fore desirable to show, in a manner not to he misunderstood, . 
that a new era had commenced, and that the tribunals would'^^ 
in fiiture rather err on the side of humanity than imitate the 
cruel haste and levity with which Cornish had, when pleading 
for his life, been silenced by servile judges. The passing of 
the sentence was therefore deferred: a day was appointed 
for considering the point raised by Crone ; and counsel were 
assigned to argue in his behalf. This would not have been 
done, Mr. Crone,” said the Lord Chief Justice significantly, 
in either of the last two reigns.” After a ful hearing, the 
Bench unanimously pronomiced the error to be immaterial ; 

* London Gazettes, Lane 5. 12. 16. Chester, June Hop attended Wil- 
1690; Hop to the States Oeheral from liani to Ireland as envov from the States. 
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aiii tte prisoner was condemned to deatli. ■ He owned tliat 
Ms trial Had been fair^ tHanked tHe judges for tHeir patience^ 
and besougHt tliem to intercede for Him witH tHe Qneen.^ 

He was soon informed that His fate was in His own Hands, 
THe govermnent was willing to spare Him if He would earn 
His pardon by a full confession. The struggle in his mind 
was terrible and doubtful. At one time Mrs. Clifford, who 
had access to Ms cell, reported to the Jacobite chiefs that He 
was ill a great agony. He could not die, He said: he was 
too young to be a martyr. f THe next morning she found 
him cheerful and resolute. J He Held out till the eve of the 
day fixed for His execution. Then He sent to ask for an 
interview with the Secretary of State. N’ottinghain went to 
Newgate : but, before he arrived. Crone Had cHanged his mind 
> and was determined to say nothing. Then,’^ said Notting- 
ham,’^ I shall see you no more ; for tomorrow will assuredly 
be your last day.” But after Nottingham Had departed, 
Monmouth repahed to the gaol, and flattered Himself that 
He had shaken the prisoner’s resolution. At a very late hour 
that night came a respite for a week.§ THe week However 
passed away without any disclosure: the gallows and quar- 
tering block were ready at Tyburn : the sledge and axe were 
^ at the door of Newgate : the crowd was tMck all up Holborn 
• Hill and along the Oxford road 5 when a messenger brought 
another respite, and Crone, instead of being dragged to the 
place of execution, was conducted to the Council chamber at 
Whitehall. His fortitude Had been at last overcome by the 
near prospect of death; and on this occasion He gave impor- 
tant information, 

Such information as He had it in His power to give was 
indeed at that moment much needed. Both an invasion and 
, 1 an insurrection were hourly expected.^ Scarcely had William 
'""set out from London when a great French fleet commanded 
by the Count of Tourville left the port of Brest and entered 
the British Channel. Tourville was the ablest maritime 
commander that his country then possessed. He Had studied 
every part of His profession. It was said of Him that he was 
competent to fill any place on shipboard from that of car- 

^ Clarendon’s Diary, June 7. and 12. f Clarendon’s Diary, June 10. 

1690; Narcissus Luttrell’s Diary; Ba- | Baden to Van Citters, June |g. 

den, the Dutch Secretary of Legation, to 1690 ; Clarendon’s Diary, June 19. j 
v„' Van Citters, June Ig.; Fuller’s Life of Luttrell’s Diary. 

himself; Welwood’s Mereurius Refor- || Clarendon’s Diary, June 
matus, June 11. 1690, ^ Luttrell’s Diary. 

t Clarendon’s Diaiy, June 8. 1690. 
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penter up to tiat of Admiral. It was said of lum also, that 
to the dauntless courage of a seaman he umted the suavity 
and urbanity of an accomplished gentleman. He now stood 
over to the English shore, and approached it so near that his 
ships could be plaiuly descried from the raiup^arts of Plymouth. « 
Prom Plymouth he proceeded slowly along the coast of Devon- 
shire and Dorsetshire. There was great reason to apprehend 
that his movements had been concerted with the Enghsh 

The Queen and her Council hastened to take measures for 
the defence of the country against both foreign and domestic 
enemies. Torrington took tlie comniaiid of the Bnglisli fleet 
which lay in the Downs, and safred to Saint Helens. He was 
there iomed by a Dutch squadron under the command of 
Evertsen. It seemed that the cliffs of the Me of Wight would 
witness one of the greatest naval conflicts recorded m history. 

A hundred and fifty ships of the line could be counted at once 
from the watchtower of Saint Catharme. On the east of the 
huge precipice of Black Gang Chine, and in full mew of the 
richly wooded rocks of Saint Lawrence and Tentnor were 
collected the maritime forces of England and HoUaiid. On 
the west, stretching to that white cape where the waves roar 
among the Needles, lay the armament of Prance. ^ ^ 

It was on the twenty-sixth of June, less than a fortnighu 
after William had sailed for Ireland, that the hostile fleets 
took up these positions. A few hours earlier, tiiere had been 
an important and anxious sitting of the Privy Council at 
Whitehall. The malecontents who were leagued with France 
were alert and full of hope. Mary had remarked, whfle 
her airing, that Hyde Park was swarmmg with them. 
The whole board was of opinion that it was necessary to 
arrest some persons of whose guilt the government had ^ 
proofs. When Clarendon was named, something was said in' 
his behalf by bis friend and relation Sir Henry Capel. The 
other councillors stared, but remained silent. It was no 
pleasant task to accuse the Queen’s kinsman in the Queen’s 
presence. Mary had scarcely ever opened her lips at CouncU : 
but now, being possessed of clear proofs of her uncle’s treason 
in his own handwriting, and knowing that respect for her 
prevented her advisers from proposing what the public safety 
required, she broke silence. ‘‘Sir Henry, she said, I know, ^ 
and everybody here knows as well as I, that there is too ? 


* Memoirs of Saint Simon. 
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mueii against m to leave Mm out/’ Tlie chap, 

warrant was drawn iip ; and Caj^el signed it . with the rest. . 

“I am more sorry for Lord Clarendon/^ Mary wrote to her 
hnshand/ than, may be, will be believed.’^ That evening 
, Clarendon, and several other noted Jacobites, were lodged in 
the.Tower.’^ - 

When the Privy Council had risen, the Queen and the Tomngton 
interior Council of Nine had to consider a question of the to 
gravest importance. What orders were io be sent to Tor- i>attle to 
rington? The safety of the State might depend on his judg- 
ment and presence of mind| and some of Mary’s advisers 
apprehended that he would not be found equal to the 
oecasion. Their ansiety increased when news came that he 
had abandoned the coast of the Isle of Wight to the French, 

> and was retreating before them towards the Straits of Dover. 

The sagacious Caermarthen and the enterprising Monmouth 
agreed in blaming these cautious tactics. It was true 
that Torrington had not so many vessels as Tourville: 
but Caermarthen thought that, at such a time, it was ad- 
visable to fight, although against odds ; and Monmouth was, 
through life, for fightmg at all times and against all odds. 

Russell, who was indisputably one of the best seamen of the 
age, held that the disparity of numbers was not such as ought 
" to cause any uneasiness to an officer who commanded English 
and Dutch sailors. He therefore proposed to send to the Ad- 
miral a reprimand couched in terms so severe that the Queen 
did not like to sign it. The language was much softened: but, 
in the main, Russell’s advice was followed. Torrington was 
positively ordered to retreat no further, and to give battle 
immediately. Devonshire, however, was still unsatisfied. 

^^It is my duty, Madam,” he said, to tell Tour Majesty ex- 
actly what I think on a matter of this importance; and I 
think that my Lord Torrington is not a man to be trusted 
with the fate of . three kingdoms.” Devonshire was right; 
blit his colleagues were unanimously of opinion that to super- 
sede a commander in sight of the enemy, and on the eve of 
a general action, would be a course full of danger; and it is 
difficult to say that they were wrong. Ton must either,” 
said Russell, leave Mm where he is, or send for- Mm as a 
prisoner,” Several expedients were suggested.. ■ Caermarthen 
„ proposed that Russell should be sent to assist Torrington. 
Monmouth passionately implored permission to join the fleet 


^ Mary to Williani, June 26. 1690-; Clarendon’s Diary of the same date; 
Liittrell’s Diary. 
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in any capacity, as a captain, or as a Tolnnteer. Only let 
/ me be once on board; and I pledge my life tliat there shall 
be a battle,” After much discussion and hesitation, it was re- 
solved that both Eussell and Monmouth should go down to 
the coast.* They set out, but too late. The despatch which ^ 
ordered Torrington to fight had preceded them. It reached 
liiin when he was off Beachy Head. He read it, and was ia 
a great strait. Hot to give battle was to be guilty of direct 
disobedience. To give battle was, in his judgment, to iueur 
serious risk of defeat. He probably suspected,— for he was 
of a captious and jealous temper, — that the instructions which 
placed him in so painful a dilemma had been framed by 
enemies and rivals with a design unfiiendly to his fortun 
and his fame. He was exasperated by the thought that he 
was ordered about and overruled by Eussell, who, though his.^ 
inferior in professional rank, exercised, as one of the Council 
of Hine, a supreme control over all the departments of the 
public service. There seems to be no sufficient ground for 
charging Torrington with disaffection. Still less can it be 
suspected that an officer, whose whole life had been passed 
in confronting danger, and who had always borne himself 
bravely, wanted the personal courage which hundreds of 
sailors on board of every ship under his command possessed. 
But there is a higher courage of which Torrington was wholly*^ 
destitute. He shrank from all responsibility, from the re- 
sponsibility of fighting, and from the responsibility of not 
fighting ; and he succeeded in finding out a middle way which 
united all the inconveniences which he wished to avoid. He 
would conform to the letter, of hds instructions ; yet he would 
not put everything to hazard. Some of his ships should 
skirmish with the enemy : but the great body of his fieet 
should not be risked. It was evident that the vessels which 
engaged the Trench would be placed in a most dangerous^ 
situation, and would suffer much loss; and there is but too 
good reason to believe that Torrington was base enough to 
lay his plans in such a manner that the danger and loss might 
fall almost exclusively to the share of the Dutch. He bore 
them no love ; and in England they were so unpopular that 
the destruction of their whole squadron was likely to cause 
fewer murmurs than the capture of one of our own frigates. 

It was on the twenty-ninth of June that the Admiral 
received the order to fight. The next, day, at four in the^ 
morning, he hore down ' on the Drench fleet and formed his'' 

* Mary to William, June 28. and July 2. 1690. 
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Tessels in order of battle. He bad not sixty sail of tbe line^ 
and tbe Frencli bad at least eighty 5 but bis ships were more 
strongly manned than those of the enemy. He placed the 
Dutch in the van and gave them tbe signal to engage. That 
signal was promptly obeyed. Evertsen and his countrymen 
fonght with a courage to which both their English alHes and 
their Erench enemies, in spite of national prejudices/did full 
justice. In none of Van Tromp’s or De Huyter’s battles had 
the honour of the Batavian flag been more gallantly upheld. 
During many hours the ‘ van maintained the unequal contest 
with very little assistance from any other part of the fleet. 
At length the Dutch Admiral drew off, leaving one shattered 
and dismasted hull to the enemy. His second in command 
and several officers of high rank had fallen. To keep the sea 
against the French after this disastrous and ignominious 
action was impossible. The Dutch ships which had come 
out of the fight were in lamentable condition. Torrington 
ordered some of them to be destroyed : the rest he took in 
tow : he then fled along the coast of Kent, and sought a 
refuge in the Thames. As soon as he was in the river, he 
ordered all the buoys to be pulled up, and thus made the 
navigation so dangerous, that the pursuers could not venture 
to follow him.* 

It was, however, thought by many, and especially by the 
French ministers, that, if Tourville had been more enterpris- 
ing, the allied fleet might have been destroyed. He seems to 
have borne, in one respect, too much resemblance to his van- 
quished opponent. Though a brave man, he was a timid 
commander. His life he exposed with careless gaiety: but 
it was said that he was nervously anxious and pusillanimously 
cautious when his professional reputation was in danger. He 
was so much annoyed by these censures that he soon became, 
unfortunately for Ms country, bold even to temerity, f 

:Report of the Commissioners of the Hollandois s’estoient tr^s bien battus, et 
Admiralty to tbe Oueen, dated Sheerness, qu’ils s’estoient comportez en eetfce oeca- 
July 18. 1690; Evidence of Captains sion en braves gens, mais qne les Anglois 
Cornwall, Jones, Martin and Hubbard, n’en avoient pas agi de meme.” In the 
and of Vice Admiral Delaval ; Burnet, Erench official relation of the battle off 
ii, 52., and Speaker OnsloVs note; Cape Bev4zier,— an odd conniption of 
Meinoires du Marechal de Tourville ; Pevensey,— are some passages to the 
Memoirs of Transactions at Sea by same effect : Les Hollandois eomhat- 
Josiah Burchett, Esq., Secretary to the tirent avec heaucoup de courage et de 
Admiralty, 1703; London G-azette, July fermeti; mais ils ne furent pas Men 
3.; Historical and Political Mercury for secondez par les Anglois.” “Les Anglois 
July 1690 ; Mary to William, July 2.; : se distingu^rent des vaisseaux de Hol- 
Torrington to Caermarthen, July 1. The lande par le pen, de valeur qu’ils mon- 
account of the battle in the Paris Ga- trerent dans le combat.” 
zette of July 15. 1690 is not to he read f Hfe of James, ii. 409. ; Burnetj ii, 5. 
without shame: “On a s^eu que les 
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There has scarcely ever been so sad a day in London as 
^ that on which the news of the Battle of Beaehy Head arrived. 
The shame was iasupportable ; the peril was immiiient. 
What if the victorious enemy should do what De Euyter had ^ 
done? What if the dockyards of Chatham should again be 
destroyed ? What if the Tower itself should be bombarded ? 
What if the vast wood of masts and yardanns below London 
Bridge should be in a blaze P Wor was this ail. Evil tidings 
had just arrived from the Low Countries. The allied forces 
under Waldeck had, in the neighbourhood of Pleurus, en- 
countered the French commanded by the Duke of Luxemburg. 

The day had been long and fiercely disputed. At length the 
skill of the French general and the impetuous valour of the 
French cavalry had prevailed.* Thus at the same moment _ 
the army of Lewis was victorious in Flanders, and his navy ^ 
was in undisputed possession of the Channel. Marshal Hu- 
mieres with a considerable force lay not far from the Straits 
of Dover. It had been given out that he was about to join 
Luxemburg. But the information which the English govern- 
ment received from able military men in the Netherlands and 
from spies who mixed with the Jacobites, and which to so 
great a master of the art of war as Marlborough seemed to i 
deserve serious attention, was that the army of Humieres A 
would instantly march to Dunkirk and would there be taken ! | 
on board of the fleet of Tourville.t Between the coast of ’ 
Artois and the Nore not a single ship bearing the red cross 
of Saint George could venture to show herself. . The embarka- 
tion would be the business of a few hours. A few hours more 
might suffice for the voyage. At any moment London might 
be appalled by the news that twenty thousand French veterans | ¥ 
were in Kent. It was notorious that, in every part of the | J 
kingdom, the Jacobites had been, during some months, mak- < 
ing preparations for a rising. AU the regular troops who 
could be assembled for the defence of the island did not 
amount to more than ten thousand men. It may be doubted 
whether our country has ever passed through a more alarming , ' 
crisis than that of the first week of July 1690. 

But the evil brought with it its own remedy. Those little 
knew England who imagined that she could be in danger at 
once of rebellion and invasion : for in truth the danger of 
invasion was the best security against the danger of rebellion, ^ 

* London Gazette, June 30. 1690; . Hottingliam to William, July 15. 

Historical and Political Mercury for July 1 690, 
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TLe cause of James was the cause of France 5 and^ though to 
superficial observers the French alliance seemed to be his 
chief support, it really was the obstacle which made his re- 
storation impossible. In the patriotism, the too often imami- 
able and Tinsocial patriotism of onr forefathers, lay the secret 
at once of William^s weakness and of his strength. They were 
Jealous of Ms love for Holland : but they cordially sympa- 
thised with his hatred of Lewis. To their strong sentiment 
of nationality are to be ascribed almost aU those petty annoy- 
ances which made the throne of the Deliverer, from his 
accession to his death, so uneasy a seat. But to the same 
seniiment it is to be ascribed that his throne, constantly 
menaced and frequently shaken, was never subverted. For, 
much as his people detested his foreign favouriteB, they de- 
tested his foreign adversaries stiU more. The Dutch were 
Protestants 5 the French were Papists. The Dutch were 
regarded as selfseeking, grasping, overreaching allies : the 
French were mortal ^enemies. The worst that could be 
apprehended from the Dutch was that they might obtain too 
large a share of the patronage of the Crown, that they might 
throw on us too large a part of the burdens of the war, that 
they might obtain commercial advantages at our expense. 
But the French would conquer us : the French would enslave 
us: the French would inflict on us calamities such as those 
which had turned the fair fields and cities of the Palatinate 
into a desert. The hopgrounds of Kent would be as the 
vineyards of the Heckar, The High Street of Oxford and the 
close of Salisbury would be piled with ruins such as those 
which covered the spots where the palaces and churches of 
Heidelberg and Maiiheim had once stood. The parsonage 
overshadowed by the old steeple, the farmhouse pee]3ing from 
among beehives and appleblossoms, the manorial hall em- 
bosomed in elms, would be given up to a soldiery which knew 
not what it was to pity old men or delicate women, or sucking 
children. The words, The French are coming, like a spell, 
quelled at once all murmurs about taxes and abuses, about 
William^s ungracious manners and Portland’s lucrative places, 
and raised a spirit as high and unconquerable as had per- 
vaded, a hundred years before, the ranks which Elizabeth 
reviewed at Tilbury.- Had the army of Humieres landed, it 
would assuredly have been withstood by every male capable 
of bearing arms. Hot only the muskets and pikes but the 
scythes and pitchforks would have been too few for the 
hundreds of thousands who, forgetting all distinction of sect 
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English soil. 

The immediate effect therefore of the disasters in the 
Channel and in Flanders was to unite for a moment the great 
body of the people. The national antipathy to the Dutch 
seemed to he snspended. Their gallant conduct in the fight 
off Beachy Head was londly applauded. The inaction of 
Torrington was londly condemned, London set the example 
of concert and of exertion. The irritation produced by the 
late election at once snbsided. All distinctions of party dis- 
appeared. The Lord Mayor was summoned to attend the 
Queen. She requested him to ascertain as soon as possible 
what the capital would undertake to do if the enemy should 
veiitee ter make a descent. He called together the represent 
tatives of the wards, conferred with them, and returned to 
Whitehall to report that they had unanimously bound them- 
selves to stand by the government with hfe and fortune ; that 
a hundred thousand pounds were ready to be paid into the 
Exchequer; that ten thousand Londoners, well armed and 
appointed, were prepared to march at an hour’s notice ; and | 
that an additional force, consisting of six regiments of foot, 
a strong regiment of horse, and a thousand dragoons, should ' 
be instantly raised without costing the Grown a farthing. 

Of Her Majesty the City had nothing to ask, but that she 
would be pleased to set over these troops officers in whom 
she could confide. The same spirit was shown in every part \ 
of the country. Though in the southern counties the harvest 
was at hand, the rustics repaired with unusual cheerfulness 
to the musters of the militia. The J acobite country gentle- 
men, who had, during several months, been laying in swords 
and carbines for the insurrection which was to take place as 
soon as William was gone and as help arrived from France, 
now that William was gone, now that a French invasion was 
hourly expected, burned their commissions signed by James, 
and hid their arms behind wainscots or in haystacks. The 
malecontents in the towns were insulted wherever they ap- 1 1 
peared, and were forced to shut themselves up in their houses 
from the exasperated populace.* 

Nothing is more interesting to those who love to study the 
intricacies of the human heart than the effect which the 
public danger produced on Shrewsbury. For a moment he 4 
was again the Shrewsbury of 1688. His nature, lamentably 

* Uiiraet, ii. 53, 54,; Harcis$us Liittcell’s Diary, July 7. 11. 1690; London 
Gazette, July 14. 1690, 
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unstable, was not ignoble; and tbe tbouglit, that, by standing 
foremost in the defence of Ms country at so perdons a crisis, 
lie might repair Ms great fault and regain Ms own esteem, 
gave new energy to Ms body and Ms mind. He bad retired 
to Epsom, in the hope that repose and pure air would pro- 
duce a salutary ejSect on Ms shattered frame and wounded 
spirit. But, a few hours after the news of the Battle of 
Beachy Head had arrived, he was at WMtehall, and had 
offered Ms purse and sword to the Queen. It had been in con- 
templation to put the fleet under the command of some great 
nobleman with two experienced naval officers to advise Mm. 
Shrewsbury begged that, if such an arrangement were made, 
he might be appointed. It concerned, he said, the interest 
and the honour of every man in the kingdom not to let the 
enemy ride victorious in the Channel; and he would gladly 
risk his life to retrieve the lost fame of the English flag.* 
His ofler was not accepted. Indeed, the plan of dividing 
the naval command between a man of quahty who did not 
know the points of the compass, and two weatherbeaten old 
seamen who had risen from being cabin boys to be Admirals, 
was very wisely laid aside. Active exertions were made to 
prepare the alhed squadrons for service. Hothing was 
omitted wMch could assuage the natural resentment of the 
Dutch. The Queen sent a Privy Councillor, charged with a 
special mission to the States General. He was the bearer of 
a letter to them in which she extolled the valour of Evertsen^s 
gallant squadron. She assured them that their ships should 
be repaired in the English dockyards, and that the wounded 
Dutchmen should be as carefully tended as wounded English- 
men. It was announced that a strict inquiry would be insti- 
tuted into the causes of the late disaster ; and Torrington, who 
indeed could not at that moment have appeared in public 
without risk of being torn in pieces, was sent to the Tower.f 
During the three days wMch followed the arrival of the 
disastrous tidings from Beachy Head the aspect of London 
was gloomy and agitated. But on the fourth day all was 
changed. Bells were pealing: flags were flying: candles 
were arranged in the windows for an illumination : men were 
eagerly shaking hands with each other in the streets. A 
courier had that morning arrived at Whitehall with great 
news from Ireland, 

* Mary to William, July 3. 10. 1690 ; count of some remarkable Passages in 
Slir(?wsbury to Caermartben, July IS. tlie Life of Axtliur, Earl of TorringtOBs 
t Mary to the States Greneral, July 12.; 1691. 

Burchett’s Memoirs ; An important Ac- 
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CHAE William liad been, during the whole spring, impatiently 
. \ expected in Ulster. The Protestant settlements along the 

William coast of that province had, in the course of the month of 
Carried May, been repeatedly agitated by false reports of his arrival, 
fergusaad. It was not, however, till the afternoon of the fonrteentli of 
EelfSt^^ June that he landed at CarricMergns. The inhabitants of 
the town crowded the main street and greeted him with loud 
acclamations : bnt they caught only a glimpse of him. As 
soon as he was on diy gronnd he mounted and set off for 
Belfast. On the road he was met by Schomberg. The meet- 
iag took place close to a white house, the only human dwell- 
ing then visible, in the space of manymiles, on the dreary- 
strand of the estnary of the Laggan. A village and a cotton 
mill now rise where the white house then stood alone : and 
all the shore is adorned by a gay succession of country 
houses, shrubberies, and flower beds. Belfast has become 
one of the greatest and most flourishing seats of industry in 
the British isles. A busy population of a hundred thousand 
souls is collected there. The duties annually paid at the 
Custom House exceed the duties annually paid at the Custom 
House of London in the most prosperous years of the reign 
of Charles the Second. Other Irish towns may present more 
picturesque forms to the eye. But Belfast is the only large 
Irish town in which the traveller is not disgusted by the 
loathsome aspect and odour of long lines of human dens far 
inferior in comfort and cleanliness to the dwellnigs which, in 
happier countries, are provided for cattle. No other large 
Irish toivn is so well cleaned, so well paved, so brilliantly 
lighted. The place of domes and spires is supplied by edi- 
fices, less pleasing to the taste, but not less indicative of 
prosperity, huge factories, towering many stories above the 
chimneys of the houses, and resounding with the roar of 
machinery. The Belfast which William entered was a small 
English settlement of about three hundi'ed houses, coin- 
manded by a castle which has long disappear^ed, the seat of 
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tte iioHe family of CHc^ 'In tMs mansion, wliicli is. 

said to liaye borne some resemWance to tlie palace of Wbite- 
baU, and wbicli was celebrated for its terraces and orchards 
stretcbing down to the river side, preparations bad been made 
for tbe King’s receptiom He was welcomed at tbe Hortt 
Gate by tbe magistrates and bnrgesses in tbeir robes of 
office. Tbe multitude pressed on bis carriage witb sbonts of 

God save tbe Protestant King/’ For tbe town was one of 
the strongholds of tbe Eeformed Paitb; and, when, two 
generations later, tbe inhabitants were, for the first time, 
numbered, it was found that tbe Eoman Catholics were not 
more than one in fifteen.* 

The night came ; but the Protestant counties were awake 
and up. A royal salute had been fired from the castle of 
Bebast. It had been echoed and reechoed by guns which 
Schomberg had placed at wide intervals for the purpose of 
conveying signals from post to post. Wherever the peal was 
heard, it was known that King William was come. Before 
midnight all the heights of Antrim and Down were blazing 
with bonfires. The light was seen across the bays of Carling- 
ford and Dundalk, and gave notice to the outposts of the 
enemy that the decisive hour was at hand. Within forty-eight 
hours after William had landed, James .set out from Dublin 
for the Irish camp, which was pitched near the northern 
frontier of Leinster, f 

In Dublin the agitation was fearful. Hone could doubt 
that the decisive crisis was approaching ; and the agony of 
suspense stimulated to the highest point the passions of both 
the hostile castes. The majority could easily detect, in the 
looks and tones of the oppressed minority, signs which in- 
dicated the hope of a speedy deliverance and of a terrible 
revenge. Simon LuttreU, to whom the care of the capital 
was entrusted, hastened to take such precautions as fear and 
hatred dictated. A proclamation appeared, enjoining all 
Protestants to remain in their houses from nightfall to dawn. 


^ London G-azette, June 19. 1690; 
History of the Wars in Ireland by an 
Officer in the Eoyal Army, 1 69 0 ; Villare 
Hibernicnm, 1690 ; Story’s Impartial 
History, 1691 ; Historical Gollections 
relating to the to-wn of Belfast, 1817. 
This work contains carious extracts from 
MSS. of the seventeenth century. In 
the British Museum is a map of Belfast 
made in 1685, so exact that the houses 
may he counted. 


t Lauzun to Louvois, June ||. The 
messenger who brought the news to 
Lauznm had heard the guns and seen the 
bonfires. History of the Wars in Ireland 
by an Officer of the Eoyal Army, 1690 ; 
Life of James, ii. 392. Orig. Mem. ; Bur- 
net, ii. 47. Burnet is strangely mistaken 
when he says that Wiliiam had been six 
days in Ireland before his arrival was 
known to James. 
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and proMbiting tbem, on pain of deatb^ from assembling in 
any place or for any purpose to tbe number of more tban five. 
ISTo indulgence, was granted even to tbose divines of tbe 
Establisbed Ciurcb wbo bad never ceased to teaeb tbe 
doctrine of nonresistance. Doctor William King, wbo bad^ 
after long bolding out, lately begun to waver in Ms political 
creed, was committed to custody. There was no gaol lai*ge 
enough to bold one half of those whom the governor suspected 
of evil designs. Tbe College and several parish churches 
were used as prisons ; and into those buildings men accused 
of no crime but their religion were crowded in such numbers 
that they could hardly breathe.* 

The two rival priuces meanwhile were busied in collecting 
their forces. LoughbricMand was the place appointed by 
William for the rendezvous of the scattered divisions of Ms 
army. While Ms troops were assembling, he exerted himself 
indefatigably to improve their discipline and to provide for 
their subsistence. He had brought from England two 
hundred thousand pounds in money, and a great quantity of 
ammunition and provisions. Pillaging was proMhited under 
severe penalties. At the same time supplies were liberally 
dispensed ^ and all the paymasters of regiments were directed 
to send in their accounts without delay, in order that there 
might be no arrears.f Thomas Coningsby, Member of Par- 
liament for Leominster, a busy and unscrupulous Whig, 
accompanied the King, and acted as Paymaster General. It 
deserves to be mentioned that William, at this time, author- 
ised the Collector of Customs at Belfr-st to pay every year 
twelve hundred pounds into the hands of some of the princi- 
pal dissenting ministers of Down and Antrim, who were to 
be trustees for their brethren. The King declared that he 
bestowed this sum on the nonconformist divines, partly as a 
reward for their eminent loyalty to him, and partly as a com- 
pensation for their recent losses. Such was the origin of 
that donation which is still annually bestowed by the govern- 
ment on the Presbyterian clergy of Ulster. J 
William was all himself again. His spirits, depressed by 
eighteen months passed ia dull state, amidst factions and in- 
trigues which he but half understood, rose high as soon as 


* A True and Perfect Joxirnal of tlie | The order addressed to the Collector 
AiFairs of Ire] and by a Person of Quality, of Customs will he found in Dr. Eeid’s 


1690; King, hi. 18. Duttrell's proclam- 
ation will be found in King's Appendix, 
t Villare Hibernicuin, l6S>0. 


History of the Presbyterian Church in 
Ireland. 
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lie was stuTOimded by tents and standards.* It was strange 
to see bow^ tMs man, so impopnlar at Westminster, 

obtained a complete mastery over the hearts of his brethren 
in arms; They observed with delight that, infirm as he was, 
he took his share of every hardship which they underwent; 
that he thought more of their comfort than of his own ; that 
he sharply reprimanded some ojfficers, who were so anxious to 
procixre Inxiiries for his table as to forget the wants of the 
common soldiers ; that he never .once, from the day on which 
he took the field, lodged in a house, bnt, even in the neigh- 
bourhood of cities and palaces, slept in his small travelling 
hut of wood ; that no solicitations conld induce him, on a 
hot day and in a high wind, to move out of the choking 
cloud of dust, which overhung the line of march, and which 
severely tried lungs less delicate than his. Every man under 
his command became familiar with his looks and with his 
voice 5 for there was not a regiment which he did not inspect 
with minute attention. His pleasant looks and sayings were 
long remembered. One brave soldier has recorded in his 
journal the kind and courteous manner in which a basket of 
the first cherries of the year was accepted from him by the 
King, and the sprightliness with which His Majesty conversed 
at supper with those who stood round the table. t 

On the tw-enty-fourth of June, the tenth day after 
William’s landing, he marched southward from Loughbrick- 
land with all his forces. He was fully determined to take 
the first opportunity of fighting. Schomberg and several 
other oficers recommended caution and delay. But the 
King answered that he had not come to Ireland to let the 
grass grow under his feet. The event seems to prove that 
he judged rightly as a general. That he judged rightly as 
a statesman cannot be doubted. He knew that the English 
nation was discontented with the way in which the war had 
hitherto been conducted, that nothing but rapid and splendid 
success could revive the enthusiasm of his friends and quell 
the spirit of Ms enemies, and that a defeat could scarcely be 
more injurious to his fame and to his interests than a lan- 
guid and indecisive campaign. 

The country through which he advanced had, during eigh- 
teen months, been fearfully wasted both by soldiers and by 

^ “ La gayete peinte siir son visage,” f Story’s Impartial Account ; MS, 
says Dumont, who saw him at Belfast, Journal of Colonel Bellingham; The 
‘‘nous fit tout esp^ier pour les heureux Boyal Diary, 
suce6s de la eampagne.” 
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Eapparees. The cattle had been slaughtered : the planta- 
, tious had been cut down; the fences and houses were in 
ruins, Not a human being was to be found near the road^ 
except a few naked and meagre wretches who had no food 
but the husks of oats, and who were seen picking those husks, 
like chickens, from amidst dust and cinders.”^ Yet, eyen 
under such disadvantages, the natural fertility of the country, 
the rich green of the earth, the bays and rivers so admirably 
fitted for trade, could not but strike the King’s obsertmiit 
eye. Perhaps he thought how different an aspect that un- 
happy region would have presented if it had been blessed 
with such a government and such a religion as had made his 
native Holland the wonder of the world; how endless a 
succession of pleasure houses, tulip gardens, and dairy farms 
would have lined the road from Lisburn to Belfast; how 
many hundreds of barges would have been constantly passing 
up and down the Laggan ; what a forest of masts would 
have bristled in the desolate port of Newry ; and what vast 
warehouses and stately mansions would have covered the 
space occupied by the noisome alleys of Dundalk. ^^The 
country,” he was heard to say, is worth fighting for.” 

The original intention of James seems to have been to try 
the chances of a pitched field on the border between Leinster 
and Ulster. But this design was abandoned, in consequence, 
apparently, of the representations of Lauziin, who, though 
very little disposed and very little qualified to conduct a 
campaign on the Fabian system, had the admonitions of 
Louvois still in his ears.f James, though resolved not to 
give up Dublin without a battle, consented to retreat till he 
should reach some spot where he might have the vantage of 
ground. When therefore William’s advanced guard reached 
Dundalk, nothing was to be seen of the Irish army, except 
a great cloud of dust which was slowly rolling southward 
towards Ardee. The English halted one night near the 
ground on which Schomherg’s camp had been pitched in the 
preceding . year ; and many sad recollections were awakened 
by the sight of that dreary marsh, the sepulchre of thousands 
of brave men.J 

StiU William continued to push forward, and still the Irish 
receded before him, tiU, on the morning of Monday, the 
thirtieth of June, his army, marching in three columns. 


Stor/s Impartial Accorat. j. glory’s Impartial Account ; Dumont 

"I' liEHSTUl to X/OHVOlSj J JiiTS* 

Life of James, ii. S93. Orig. Mem. 
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readied the summit of a rising ground near the southern 
frontier of the eounty of Louth. Beneath lay a Talley^ now 
so rich and so cheerful that the Englishman who gazes on it 
may imagine himself to be pi one of the most highly faTOured 
^ parts of his own highly favoured country. Eields of wheat, 
woodlands, meadows bright with daisies and clover, slope 
gently down to the edge of the Boyne. That bright and 
tranquil stream, the boundary of Louth and Meath, having 
flowed many miles between green bants crowned by modem 
palaces, and by the ruined keeps of old Norman barons of the 
pale, is here about to mingle with the sea. Five miles to the 
west of the place from which William looked down on the 
river, now stands, on a verdant hank, amidst noble woods, 
Slane Castle, the mansion of the Marquess of Conjuighain. 
Two miles to the east, a cloud of smoke from factories and 
steam vessels overhangs the busy town and port of Drogheda. 
On the Meath side of the Boyne, the ground, still all corn, 
grass, flowers, and foliage, rises with a gentle swell to an 
eminence surmounted by a conspicuous tuft of ash trees 
which overshades the ruined church and desolate graveyard 
of Donore.'^ 

In the seventeenth century the landscape presented a very 
different aspect. The traces of art and industry were few. 

; Scarcely a vessel was on the river except those rude coracles 
of wickerwork covered with the skins of horses, in which the 
Celtic peasantry fished for trout and salmon. Drogheda, now 
peopled by twenty thousand industrious inhabitants, was a 
small knot of narrow, crooked, and filthy lanes, encircled by 
a ditch and a mound. The houses were built of wood with 
high gables and projecting upper stories. Without the walls 
of the town, scarcely a dwelling was to be seen except at a 
place called Oldbridge. At OHbridge the river was fordable; 
X- and on the south of the ford were a few mud cabins, and a 
single house built of more solid materials. 

When William caught sight of the valley of the Boyne, he 
could not suppress an exclamation and gesture of delight. 
He had been apprehensive that the enemy would avoid a de- 
cisive action, and would protract the war till the autumnal 
rains should return with pestilence in their train. He was 
now at ease. It was plain that the contest would be sharp and 
short. The pavilion of James was pitched on the eminence 

U' . . 

^ Miieli interesting infomation re- Mr. Wilde’s pleasing Toliime entitled 
specting the field of battle and the The Beauties of the Bo}T^e and Blaek 
surrounding country -v^-ill be found in -water.” 
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of Donore. The flags of the Honse of Stuart ^and of the 
House of BourTboii waved togetlier m defiance on the walls of 
Drogheda. AJl the southern bank of the rirer was lined by 
the camp and batteries of the hostile army. Thousands of 
armed men were moving about among the tents ; _ and eveiy 
one, horse soldier or foot soldier, French or Irish, had a 
white badge in his hat. That colour had been ohosen m 
compliment to the House of Bourbon “I am glad to see 
you, gentlemen,” said the King, as his keen eye^s^eyed the 
Irish, lines* yon escape me now the fanlt will be mine. 

Each of the contending princes had some advantages over 
his rival. James, standing on the defensive behind entrench- 
ments, with a river before him, had the stronger position f: 
but his troops were inferior both in number and in quality 
to those which were opposed to him. He probably had thirty 
thousand men. About a third part of this force consisted of 
excellent French infantry and excellent Irish cav^. But 
the rest of his army was the scoff of all Europe. The Irish 
dragoons were bad ; the Irish foot worse. It was said that 
their ordinary way of fighting was to discharge their pieces 
once, and then to run away bawling “ Quarter” and “ Mto- 
der.” Their inefficiency waS;, in that age^, commonly im- 
puted, both by their enemies and by their allies, to natvnal 
poltroonery. How little ground there was for such an im- 
putation has since been signally proved by many brave 
Lhievements in every part of the globe. It ought indeed, 
even in the seventeenth century, to have occurred to reason- 
able that a race which furnished some of the best horse 
soldiers in the world, would certainly, with judicious training, 
furnish good foot soldiers. But the Irish foot soldiers had 
not merely not been well trained: they had been elaborately 
ill trained. The greatest of our generals repeatedly and 
emphatically declared that even the admirable army which 
fought its way, under his command, from Torres Vedras to 
Toulouse, would, if he had suffered it to contract habits of 
pillage, have become, in a few weeks, unfit for all military 




* Memorandum in the handwriting of 
Alexander, Earl of Marchmont. He 
deriyed his information from Lord Sel- 
kirk, who was in William’s army. 

t James says (Life, ii. 393. Orig. 
Mem.) that the country afforded no better 
position. King, in a thanksgiving sermon 
Wch he preached at Dublin after the 
close of the campaign, told his hearers 
that “ the advantage of the post of the 
Irish was, by all intelligent men, reckoned 


above three to one.” See King’s Thanks- 
giving Sermon, preached on Nov. 16. 
1690, before the Lords Justices. This 
is, no doubt, an absurd exaggeration. 
But M. de la Hoguette, one of the prin- 
cipal French officers who was present at 
the battle of the Boyne, informed Loii- 
vois that the Irish army occupied a gtiod 
defensive position. Letter of La Ho- 
guette from Limerick, ^^ 7 x 0 : 1690, 
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purposes. Wliat tlicii wa.s likely to be tbe character of troops 
who^ from the clay on which they enlisted, were not merely 
permitted, but iiiTited, to supply the deficiencies of pay by 
marauding? They were, as might have been expected, a 
^ mere mob, furious indeed, and clamorous in their zeal for the 
I”"' cause which they had espoused, but incapable of opposing a 
steadfast resistance to a well ordered force. In truth, all 
tha.t the discipline, if it is to be so called, of James’s army 
had done for the Celtic kerne had been to debase and ener- 
vate him. jLfter eighteen months of nominal soldiership, he 
•was positively farther from being a soldier than on the day 
' on which he quitted his hovel for the camp. 

I; William had under his command near thirty-six thousand 

|; men, born in many lands, and speaking many tongues. 
V Scarcely one Protestant Church, scarcely one Protestant 
nation, was unrepresented in the army which a strange se- 
ries of events had brought to fight for the Protestant religion 
in the remotest island of the west. About half the troops 
were natives of England. Ormond was there with the Life 
Guards, and Oxford with the Blues. Sir John Lanier, an 
officer who had acquired military experience on the Conti- 
nent, and whose prudence was held in high esteem, was at 
I the head of the Queen^s regiment of horse, now the First 
Dragoon Guards. There were Beaumont’s foot, who had, in 
defiance of the mandate of James, refused to admit Irish 
Papists among them, and Hastings’s foot, who had, on the 
disastrous day of Killiecrankie, maintained the military re- 
putation of the Saxon race. There* were the two Tangier 
battalions, hitherto known only by deeds of violence and 
rapine, but destined to begin on the following morning a 
long career of glory. Two fine English regiments, which 
.1 had been in the service of the States General, and had often 
^ looked death in the face under William’s leading, followed 
him in this campaign, not only as their general, but as their 
native King. They now rank as the fifth and sixth of the 
line. The former was led by an officer who had no skill in 
the higher parts of military science, but whom the whole 
army allowed to be the bravest of all the brave, John Cutts. 
The Scotch footguai^ds marched under the command of their 
countryman James Douglas- Conspicuous among the Dutch 
troops were Portland’s and Ginkell’s Horse, and Solmes’s Blue 
I 4': regiment, consisting of two thousand of the finest infantry in 
Europe. Geinnany had sent to the field some wurriors sprung 
from her noblest houses. Prince George of Hesse Darmstadt^ 
VOL, HI. TJ . 
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CHAP, a gallant yontli, wlio was serving Ms apprentieesliip in the 
. ^ military art;, rode near the King* A strong brigade o£ Dan- 

ish mercenaries was commanded by Duke Charles Frederic 
of ‘Wnrtemberg. It was reported that of al the soldiers of 
William these were most dreaded by the Irish. For centnries 
of Saxon domination had not effaced the recollection of the 
violence and cruelty of the Scandinavian sea kings 5 and an 
ancient prophecy that the Danes wonld one day destroy the 
children of the soil was stil repeated with stiperstitious 
horror.*^ Among the foreign anxiliaries were a Brandenburg 
regiment and a Finland regiment. But in that great array, 
so variously composed, were two bodies of men animated hj 
a spirit peculiarly fierce and implacable, the Huguenots of 
France thirstmg for the blood of the French, and the Eng- 
lishry of Ireland impatient to trample down the Irish. The 
ranks of the refugees had been effectually purged of spies and 
traitors, and were now made up of men such as had con- 
tended in the preceding century against the power of the 
House of Valois and the genius of the House of Lorraine. 
All the boldest spirits of the unconquerable colony had re- 
paired to William’s camp. Mitchelbume was there with the 
stubborn defenders of Londonderry, and Wolseley with the 
warriors who had raised the unanimous shout of Advance’’ 
on the day of Hewton Butler. Sir Albert Conyngham, the 
ancestor of the noble family whose seat now overlooks the 
field of battle, had brought from the neighbourhood of Lough 
Erne a regiment of dragoons which still glories in the name 
of Enniskillen, and which has proved on the shores of the 
Euxine that it has not degenerated since the day of the 
Boyne, t 

Walker, Walker, notwithstanding his advanced age and his peaceful 
profession, accompanied the men of Londonderry, and tried 
aeeompa- to animate their zeal by exhortation and by example. He 
nies the g, great prelate. Ezekiel Hopkins had taken refiige 

armj. Popish persecutors and Presbyterian rebels in the city 

of London, had brought himself to swear allegiaiice to the 
government, had obtained a cure, and had died in the per- 
formance of the humble duties of a parish priest, J William, 
on his march through Louth, learned that the rich see of 
Derry was at his disposal. He instantly made choice of 

* LiittreU’s Diary, March 1690. after the Ixatfcle, 

t See the Historical records of the J See liis Funeral SennoB preached at 
Regiments of the Britisli army, and the church of Saint Aldermarj on 
Story’s list of the army of Winiam as ifc the 24tli of June 1690. 
passed in reyiew at Finglass, a week 
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Walker Bisliop. The hrave old man, during CHAP, 

the few hours of life which remained to him, was overwhelmed . ; 

with salutations and congratulations. Unhappily he had, 
during the siege in which he had so highly distinguished 
himself, contracted a passion for war ; and he easily per- 
suaded himself that, in indulging this passion, he was dis- 
charging a duty to his country and his religion. He ought 
to have remembered that the peculiar circumstances which 
had justified him in becoming a combatant had ceased to 
exist, and that, in a disciplined army led hy generals of long 
experience and great fame, a fighting divine was likely to give 
less help than scandal. The Bishop elect was determined to 
be wherever danger was ; and the way in which he exposed 
himself excited the extreme disgust of his royal patron, who 
hated a meddler almost as much as a coward. A soldier who 
ran away from a battle and a gownsman who pushed himself 
into a battle were the two objects which most strongly excited 
William’s spleen. 

It was still early in the day. The King rode slowly along William 
the northern bank of the river, and closely examined the 
position of the Irish, from whom he was sometimes separated the Irish 
by an interval of little more than two hundred feet. He was P^^sition. 
accompanied by Schomberg, Ormond, Sidney, Solmes, Prince 
George of Hesse, Coningsby, and others. “ Their army is 
but small : ” said one of the Dutch officers. Indeed it did 
not appeaii^ to consist of more than sixteen thousand men. 

But it was well known, frojn the reports brought by deserters, 
that many regiments were concealed from view by the undu- 
lations of the ground, ^*^ They may he stimiger than they 
look,” said William ; ^‘^but, weak or strong, I will soon know 
all about thein.”^ 

At length he alighted at a spot nearly opposite to Oldbridge, 
sate down on the turf to rest himself, and called for break- 
fast. The Sumpter horses were unloaded : the canteens were 
opened ; and a tableclotli was spread on the grass. The 
place is marked by an obelisk, built while many veterans 
who could well remember the events of that day were still 
living. 

While William was at his repast, a group of horsemen William is 
appeared close to the water on the opposite shore. Among 
bheni his attendants could discern some who had once been 
conspicuous at reviews in^ Hyde ' Park and - at balls in the 

Story’s Impartial History ; History the Royal Army ; Hop to the States 
of the Wars in Ireland by iiu Omeer of Generai, 1690. 
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gallery of Whiteliali, tlie youtMiil Berwick, tlie small, fair- 
kaired Lauznn, Tyrconnel, once admired by maids of boiioiir 
as tbe model of manly vigonr and beauty, bnt now bent down 
by years and crippled by gout, and, OYertopping all, tbe 
stately bead of Sarsfield. 

Tbe chiefs of tbe Irish army soon discovered that the per- 
son who, surronaded by a splendid circle, was breakfasting 
on tbe opposite bank, was tbe Prmce of Orange, They sent 
for artillery. Two field pieces, screened from view by a troop 
of cavalry, were brought down almost to tbe brink of tbe 
river, and placed behind a hedge. William, who bad just 
risen from bis meal, and was again in tbe saddle, was tbe 
mark of both guns. Tbe first shot struck one of tbe bolsters 
of Prince George of Hesse, and brought bis horse to the 
ground. cried the King; "^^tbe poor Prince is killed.’^ 

As tbe words passed bis bps, be was himself bit by a second ; 
ball, a sixpounder. It merely tore bis coat, grazed bis - 
shoulder, and drew two or three ounces of blood. Both 
armies saw that the shot bad taken effect ; for tbe King sank 
down for a moment on bis horse’s neck. A yell of exultation 
rose from the Irish camp. Tbe English and their allies were 
in dismay. Solmes flung himself prostrate on tbe earth, and 
burst into tears. But William’s deportment soon reassured , 
bis friends. “There is no»barm done,” be said: “but tbe ^ 
bullet came quite near enough.” Coningsby put bis band- ; 
kerchief to tbe wound a surgeon was sent for : a^laiSter was I 
applied; and tbe King, as soon as tbe dressing was finished, | 
rode round all tbe posts of bis army amidst loud acclama- | 
tions. Such was tbe energy of Ms spfrit that, in spite of bis 'j 
feeble health, in spite of bis recent hurt, be was that day 
nineteen hours on horseback.'^ 

A cannonade was kept up on both sides till tbe evening. 
William observed with especial attention the effect produced 
by tbe Irish shots on tbe Engbsb regiments which bad never 
been in action, and declared himself satisfied with tbe result, 

“ All is right, he said : “ they stand fire well.” Long after 
sunset be made a final inspection of bis forces by torchlight, 
and gave orders that everything should be ready for forcing a 
passage across tbe river on tbe morrow. Every soldier was 
to put a green bough in Ms bat. Tbe baggage and great 

* London Grazette, July 7. 1690 ; Sto- Lord Marctmonfs MeTnorandnm ; Bnr- 
ry"s Impartial History ; History of tlie net, ii. 60. and Thanksgiving Sermon; 
Wars in Ireland by an Officer of the Dumont MS, 

Eoyai Army ; Narcissus Luttrelfs Diary ; 
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coats were to be left m a guard. Tlie word was West- chap. 

. minster/ ■ . , . . „ 

Tbe King’s resolution, to attack tlie Irisk was not approved 
by all Ms lientenants. Sctomberg, in particnlar, pronomiced 
f the experiment too hazardous^ and, when Ms opinion was 
overrnled, retired to his tent in no very good humour. When 
the order of battle was delivered to him, he muttered that he 
had been more used to give such orders than to receive them. 

For this little fit of iSuUenness, very pardonable in a general 
who had won great victories when his master was still a child, 
the brave veteran made, on the following morning, a noble 
. .atonement. 

The first of July dawned, a day which has never since Battle of 
returned without exciting strong emotions of very different Boyne, 
> ^ kinds in the two populations which divide Ireland, The sun 
rose bright and cloudless. Soon after four both armies were 
in motion, William ordered his right wing, under the com- 
mand of Meihhart Schomberg, one of the Duke’s sons, to 
march to the bridge of Slane, some miles up the river, to 
cross there, and to turn the left flank of the Irish army. 
Meinhart Schomberg was assisted by Portland and Douglas. 

James, anticipating some such design, had already sent to 
. the bridge a regiment of dragoons, commanded by Sir ISTeil 
O’iNeil. O’Keil behaved himself like a brave gentleman ; 
but he soon received a mortal wound : his men fled ; and the 
English right wing passed the river. 

This move made Lauzun uneasy. What if the English 
right wing should get into the rear of the army of James? 

About four miles south of the Boyne was a place called Du- 
leek, where the road to Dublin was so narrow, that two cars 
could not pass each other, and where on both sides of the 
road lay a morass which afforded no firm footing. If Mein- 
hart Schomberg should occupy this spot, it would be impos- 
sible for the Irish to retreat. They must either conquer, or 
be cut off- to a man. Disturbed by this apprehension, the 
French general marched with his countrymen and with Sars- 
field’s horse in the direction of Slane Bridge. Thus the fords 
hear Oldbridge were left to be defended by the Irish alone. 

It was now near ten o’clock. William put himself at the 
head of his left wing, which was composed exclusively of 
cavalry, and prepared to pass the river not far above Drog- 
heda. The centre of his army, which consisted almost ex- 
clusively of foot, was entrusted to the command of Schomberg, 
and was marshalled opposite to Oldbridge. At Oldbridge 
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had been coUected the whole Irish armj, foo_^ draprais, and 
horse, Sarsfield’s regiment alone excepted. The Meath bank 
bristled with pikes and bayonets, A fortification had ^been 
made by Ikench engineers out of the hedges and buildings ; 
and a breastwork had been thrown up close to the water 
side.* Tyrconnel was there; and under hun were Eichard 

Hamilton and Antrim, « A-i. 

Schomberg gave the word. Solmes’s Blues were the first to 
move. They marched gaUantly, with d,Fums beating, to the 
brink of the Boyne. Then the drums stopped ; and the men, 
ten abreast, descended into the water. Hext plunged London- 
derry and BnniskiUen. A Httle to the left of Londonderry 
and Enniskillen, Caillemot crossed, at the head of a long 
column of French refugees. A little to the left of Caillemot 
and his refugees, the main body of the Eng’lish infantry 
struggled through the river, up to their armpits in water. 
StUl further down the stream the Hanes found another ford. 
In a few minutes the Boyne, for a quarter of a mile, was alive 
with muskets and green boughs. 

It was not till the assailants had reached the nnddle of the 
channel that they became aware of the whole difficulty and 
danger of the service in which they were engaged. They 
had as yet seen little more than half the hostile army. How 
whole regiments of foot and horse seemed to start out of the 
earth. A wild shout of defiance rose from the whole shore : 
during one moment the event seemed doubtfiil. but the Bio- 
testants pressed resolutely forward ; and in another moment 
the whole Irish Ime gave way. Tyrconnel looked on in help- 
less despair. He did not want personal courage s but his 
military skill was so small that he hardly ever reviewed his 
regiment in the Phoenix Park without committing some 
blmder ; and to rally the ranks which were brea^g aU 
round him was no task for a general who had survived the 
energy of his body and of his miad, and yet had still the rudi- 
ments of his profession to learn. Several of his best officers 
fell while vainly endeavouring to prevail on their soldiers to 
look the Dutch Blues iu the face. Eichard Hamilton ordered 
a body of foot to fall on the French refugees, who were still 
deep m water. He led the way, and, accompanied by some 
courageous gentlemen, advanced, sword in hand, into the 
river. But neither his commands nor his example could in- 
fuse valour into that mob of cowstealers. He was left almost 
alone, and retired from the bank in despair. Fuiiher down 

* LaHogBettetoLouToiSil^-g; 1690. 
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the river, Antrim’s divisi^ like sheep at the approach of 
the English W regiments flung awaj arms, 

colours, and cloaks, and scampered off to the hills without 
striking a How or firing a shot.* 

It required many years and many heroic exploits to take 
away the reproach which that ignominious ront left on the 
Irish name. Yet, even before the day closed, it was abun- 
dantly proved that the reproach was nnjnst. Eichard Hamil- 
ton put himself at the head of the cavalry, and, under his 
command, they made a gallant, though an unsnccessfa] 
attempt to retrieve the day. They maintamed a desperate 
fight in the bed of the river with SoLmes’s Blues. They drove 
the Danish brigade back into the stream. They fell impetu- 
ously on the Huguenot regiments, which, not being provided 
with pikes, then ordinarily used by foot to repel horse, began 
to give ground. CaUlemot, while encouraging his fellow ex- 
iles, received a mortal wound in the thigh. Eour of his men 
carried him back across the ford to his tent. As he passed, 
he continued to urge forward the rear ranks which were still 
up to the breast in the water. “ On 3 on ; my lads ! To glory ! 
To glory.^’ Schomberg, who had remained on the northern 
bank, and who had thence watched the progress of his troops 
with the eye of a general, now thought that the emergency 
required from him the personal exertion of a soldier. Those 
who stood about him besought him in vain to put on his 

* That I have done no injustice to the Lauznn’s second in command, to liis wife 
Irish infantry and dragoons will appear after the battle. He wrote thus: “ Je 
from the accounts which the French me porte bien, ma cMre feme. Ke t’in- 
officers who were at the Boyne sent to quieste^pas de moy. Nos Irlandois n’ont 
their government and their families. La rien fait qui vaiUe. Ils ont tons lach^ 
Hoguette, writing hastily to Lou 7ois on le piA” 

the -^th of July, says: “Je vous diray Desgrigny, writing on the |gth of July, 
seulement, Monseigneur, que nous n’a- assigns several reasons for the defeat. 
Tons pas est6 hattus, mais que les enne- “La premiere et la plus forte est la fnite 
mys ont chassis devant eux les trouppes des Irlandois qui sont en v4rit6 des gens 
Irlandoises comme des moutons, sans sur lesquels il ne faut pas compter du 
avoir essay^ un seul coup de mousquet.” tout.” In the same letter he says : “ 11 

Writing some weeks later more fully n’est pas naturel de croire qu’une arm^e 
from Limerick, he says, “ J’en meurs de de vingt cinq mille hommes qui parois- 
honte.” He admits that it would have soit do la meilleui'e volont4 du monde, et 
been no easy matter to win the battle, at qui a la veue des ennemis faisoit des eris 
best. “ Mais il est way aiissi,” he adds, de joye, dut ^tre enti^rement d^faite 
“ que les Irlandois ne firent pas la moin- sans avoir tir4 r4p4e et un seul coup de 
dre resistance, et pliferent sans tirer un mousquet* Il y a eu tel regiment tout 
seul coup.” Zurlauhen, Colonel of one entier qui a laiss4 ses habits, ses armes, 
of the finest regiments in the French et ses drapeaux sur le champ de bataille, 
service, wrote to the same effect, but did et a gagni les montagnes avec ses offi- 
justice to the courage of the Irish horse, ciers.” 

whom La Hoguette does not mention. I looked in vain for the despatch in 

There is at the French War Office a which Lauzun must have given Louvois 
letter hastily scrawled by Boisseleau, a detailed account of the battle. 
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ctiirass. WitlioTit defensive armour he rode throngli the 
river, and rallied the refugees whom the faUof CaiUemot had 
dismayed. “ Come on,” he cried in French, pointing to the 
Popish squadrons : “come on, gentlemen : there are your per- 
secutors.” Those were his last words. As he spoke, a hand 
of Irish horsemen rushed upon him and encircled Mm for a 
moment. When they retired, he was on the ground. His 
friends raised Mm : hut he was already a corpse. Two sahre 
wounds were on Ms head ; and a hullet jfrom a carbine was 
lodo-ed in his neck. Almost at the same moment Walker, 
whSe exhorting the colonists of Ulster to play the men, was 
shot dead. During near half an hour the battle continued to 
rage along the southern shore of the river. All was smoke, 
dust, and din. Old soldiers were heard to say that they had 
seldom seen sharper work in the Low Countries. ^ But, just at 
tMs conjuncture, William came up with the left wing. He had 
found much dif&culty in crossing. The tide was running fast. 

Hia charger had been forced to swim, and had been almost 
lost in the mud. As soon as the King was on firm ground he 
took his sword in Ms left hand,— for Ms right arm was stiff 
with his wound and Ms bandage,— and led Ms men to the 
place where the fight was the hottest. His arrival decided 
the fate of the day. Yet the Irish horse retired fighting 
obstinately. It was long remembered among the Protestants 
of Ulster that, in the midst of the tumult, William rode to the 
head of the EnmsMlleners. “What will you do for me?” 
he cried. He was not immediately recognised; and one 
trooper, taking him for an enemy, was about to fire. William 
gently put aside the carbine. “ What,” said he, “ do you not 
know your Mends ?” “ It is His Majesty ;” said the Colonel. 
The ranks of sturdy Protestant yeomen set up a shout of joy. 

“ Gentlemen,” said William, “ you shall be my guards today. . 
I have heard much of you. Let me see something of you.” ’ 
One of the most remarkable peculiarities of tMs man, ordi- 
narily so saturnine and reserved, was that danger acted on 
Mm like wine, opened Ms heart, loosened Ms tongue, and took 
away aU appearance of constraint from Ms manner. On this 1 
memorable day he was seen wherever the peril was greatest. ; 
One baU struck the cap of his pistol : another earned off the 
heel of Ms jackboot : but Ms lieutenants in vain implored biTn 
to retire to some station from which he could give his orders , 
without exposing a life so valuable to Europe. His troops, 
animated by Ms example, gained ground fast. The Iiisli 
cavalry made their last stand at a horise called Piottin Castle, , 
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aTbout a mile and a Mlf sontli of Oldbridge. Tbere flie Ennis- CHAP, 
tilleners wer ttie loss of fifty men^ and were* . 

liotly pnrsned, till William rallied them and turned the chase 
hack* In this enconnter Richard Hamilton, who had done aU 
that coiild he done hy valonr to retrieve a reputation forfeited 
hy perfidy,*^ was severely wounded, taken prisoner, and in- 
stantly hronght, through the smoke and over the carnage, he- 
fore the prince whom he had foully wronged* On no occasion 
did the character of William show itself in a more striking 
manner. Is this business over? he said ; or will your 
horse make more fight? ” On my honour, Sir,^^ answered 
Hamilton, ^^I believe that they will.^^ ‘^^Tour honour ! 
ninttered William ; your honour ! That half suppressed 
exclamation was the only revenge which he condescended to 
take for an injury for which many sovereigns, far more affable 
and gracious in their ordinary deportment, would have ex- 
acted a terrible retribution.. Then restraining himself, he 
ordered his own surgeon to look to the hurts of the captive.f 

And now the battle was over. Hamilton was mistaken in 
thinking that his horse would continue to fight. Whole 
troops had been cut to pieces. One fine regiment had only 
thirty unwounded men left. It was enough that these gal- 
lant soldiers had disputed the field till they were left without 
support, or hope, or guidance, till their bravest leader was a 
captive, and till their King had fled. 

Whether James had owed his early reputation for valour FligM of 
to accident and flattery, or whether, as he advanced in life, 
his character imderwent a change, may he doubted. But it 
is certain that, in his youth, he was generally believed to pos- 
sess^ not merely that average measure of fortitude which quali- 
fies a soldier to go through a campaign without disgrace, but 

^ Lauzun wote to Seignelay, July ||. lingliam MS. I have also seen an 
1690, “Bichard Amilton a fait pri- account of the battle in a Diaxy kept in 
sonniex, faisant fort bien son devoir.’’ bad Latin and in an ahnost imdecipher- 

t My cliief materials for the history able hand hy on© of the beaten army who 
of this battle are Story’s Impartial Ac- seems to have been a hedge schoolmaster 
count and Continuation ; the History of turned Captain. This Diajy was kindly 
the War in Ireland by an Officer of the lent to me by Mr. Walker, to whom it 
Koyal Army ; the despatches in the belongs. The writer relates the misfor- 
Preneh, War Office ; The Life of James, times of his country in a style of which 
Orig. Mem. ; Burnet, ii. 50. 60. ; Har- a short specimen may suffice : I July, 
cissus Luttrell’s Diary ; the London Ga- 1690. 0 diem iUum Wandum, cum ini- 
zette of July 10. 1690 ; the Despatches mici potiti sunt pass apud Oldbridge et 
of Hop and Baden ; a narrative probably nos eircumdederanb et fregerunt prope 
drawn up by Portland, which William Plottin. Hinc omnes fugimns Dublin 
sent to the States General; Portland’s versus. Ego mecum tuli Cap Moore ct 
private letter to Melville ; Captain Rich- Georgium Ogle, et vcnimiis hae noete 
arrlson’s Karrativo and map of the Dub.” 
battle; the Dumont MS., and the Bel- 
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that Mgli and serene intrepidity which, is the - virtue of great 
, cominanders,* It is equally certain that^ in his later years^ 
he repeatedly, at ^^conjunctures such as have often inspired 
timorous and delicate women with heroic courage, showed a 
pusillanimous anxiety about his personal safety. Of the most 
powerful motives which can induce human beings to en- 
counter peril, none was wanting to him on the day of the 
Boyne, The eyes of contending nations and churches, of 
friends devoted to his cause and of enemies eager to witness 
his humfliation, were fixed upon him. He had, in his own 
opinion, sacred rights to maintain and cruel wrongs to 
revenge. He was a King come to fight for three Hngdoins. 

He was a father come to fight for the birthright of his child. 

He was a zealous Eoman Catholic, come to fight in the 
holiest of crusades. If all this was not enough, he saw, from ^ 
the secure position which he occupied on the height of 
Donore, a sight which, it might have been thought, would 
have roused the most torpid of mankind to emulation. He 
saw his rival, weak, sickly, wounded, swimming the river, 
struggling through the mud, leading the charge, stopping 
the flight, grasping the sword with the left hand, managing 
the bridle with a bandaged arm. But none of these things 
moved that sluggish and ignoble nature. He watched, from 
a safe distance, the beginning of the battle on which his fate 
and the fate of his race depended. When it became clear 
that the day was going against Ireland, he was seized with 
an apprehension that his flight might be intercepted, and 
galloped towards Dublin. He was escorted by a bodyguard 
under the command of Sarsfield, who had, on that day, had 
no opportunity of displaying the skill and courage which his 
enemies allowed that he possessed.t The French auxiliaries, 
who had been employed the whole morning in keeping 
William’s right wing in check, covered the flight of the 

^ See Pepys’s Piary, June 4. 1664, wlien it was made tlie subject of a drama, 

“He tells me above all of the Duke of the Eoyal Flight, or the Conquest of 
York, that he is more himself, and more Ireland, a Farce, 1690. Nothing more 
of judgment is at hand in him, in the execrable was ever written, even for 
middle of a desperate service than at Bartholomew Fair. But it deserves to 
other times.’^ Clarendon repeatedly says he remarked that, in this wretched piece, 
the same. Swift wrote on the margin though the Irish generally are repro- 
of his copy of Clarendon, in one place, sented as poltroons, an exception is 
“How old was he '(James) when he made in favour of Sarsfield. “This 
turned Papist and a coward?” — in fellow,” says James, aside, “will make 
another, “ He proved a cowardly Popish me valiant, I think, in spite of my teeth.” 
king.” “Curse of my stars!” says Sarsfield, 

t The Pere Orleans mentions that after the battle. “ That I must be de- 
Sarsfield accompanied James. The battle tachedi I would have wrested victory 
of the Boyne had scarcely been fought out of heretic Fortune’s Iiands.” 
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beaten amy. Tkey were indeed in some danger of being CHAP, 
broken and swept away by tbe torrent of runaways^ all press- 
ing to get first to tbe pass of Duleek, and were forced to fire 
repeatedly on these despicable allies.* The retreat was/ 
howeTer,, effected with less loss than might have been ex-' 
pected. For even the admirers of William owned that he 
did not show in the pursuit the energy which even his detrac- 
tors acknowledged that he had shown in the battle. Perhaps 
his physical infirmities, his hurt, and the fatigne which he 
had undergone, had made him incapable of bodily or mental 
exertion. Of the last forty honrs he had passed thirty-five 
on horseback. Schomberg, who might have supplied Ms 
place, was no more. It was said in the camp that the King 
could not do everything, and that what was not done by him 
was not done at all. 

The slaughter had been less than on any battle field Loss of 
of equal impoitance and celebrity. Of the Irish only 
about fifteen hniidred had fallen : but they were almost all 
cavalry, the flower of the army, brave and well disciplined 
men, whose place could not easily be supplied. WiUiam gave 
strict orders that there should be no unnecessary bloodshed, 
and enforced those orders by an act of laudable severity, 
g One of his soldiers, after the fight was over, bxitchered three 
defenceless Irishmen who asked for quarter. The King 
ordered the murderer to be hanged on the spot.f 

The loss of the conquerors did not exceed five hundred 
men : but among them was the first captain in Europe. To 
his corpse every honour was paid. The only cemetery in 
which so iUustrions a warrior, slain in arms for the liberties 
and religion of England, could properly be laid was that 
venerable Abbey, hallowed by the dust of many generations 
g of princes, heroes, and poets. It was announced that the 
brave veteran would have a public funeral at Westminster, 

111 the meantime his corpse was embalmed with such skill 
as could be found in the camp, and was deposited in a leaden 

cofiin.t 

Walker was treated less respectfully. WiUiam thought him 
a busybody who had been properly punished for running into 
danger without any call of duty, and expressed that feeling, 
with characteristic bluntness, on the field of battle. “ Sir/’ 

^ Botn La Hogiiette and Zurlaiiben tlae FrencIi ranks into confusion, 
infornied tbeir government tliat it bad f Baden to Van Citters, July 1690. 

been necessary to fire on the Irisli fngi- j New and Perfect Journal, 169() ; 

tives, who would otherwise have thrown Xiittrell’s Diary. 
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CHAP, said an attendant, “the Bishop of Derry has beenlriUedby 
a sBot at the ford.” What took Mm there ?” growled the 

The victoriotis army advanced that day to Bnleeh^ and 
passed the warm summer night there under the open sky, 
The tents and the haggage waggons were still on the north 
of the river. William’s coach had been brought over ; and 
he slept in it surrounded by his soldiers. On the following 
Fall of ^Jay, Drogheda surrendered without a blow, and the garrison, 
Droglieda. ^j^i^teen hundred strong, marched out Unarmed.'^ 

State of Heanwhile Dublin had been in violent commotion. On the 
Dublin. thirtieth of June it was known that the armies were face to 
face with the Boyne between them, and that a* battle was 
almost inevitable. The news that William had been wounded 
came that evening. The first report was that the wound was ^ 
. mortal. It was believed, and confidently repeated, that the 
usurper was no more; and, before the truth was known, 
couriers started bearing the glad tidings of his death to the 
French ships which lay in the ports of Munster. Prom day- 
break on the first of July the streets of Dublin were filled 
with persons eagerly asking and telling news. A thousand 
wild rumours wandered to and fi:o among the crowd. A fleet 
of men of war under the white flag had been seen from the ^ 
hill of Howth. An army commanded by a Marshal of Prance 
had landed in Kent. There had been hard fighting at the 
Boyne: but the Irish had won the day : the English right 
wing had been routed ; the Prince of Orange was a prisoner. 
While the Eoman Catholics heard and repeated these stories 
in all the places of public resort, the few Protestants who 
were still out of prison, afi^aid of being torn to pieces, shut 
themselves up in their inner chambers. But, towards five in 
the afternoon, a few runaways on tired horses came straggling ^ 
in with evil tidings. By six it was known that all was lost. 
Soon after sunset, James, escorted by two hundred cavalry, 
rode into the Castle. At the threshold he was met by the wife 
of Tyi’comiel, once the gay and beautiful Panny Jennings, 
the loveliest coquette in the brilliant Whitehall of the 
Eestoration. To her the vanquished Emghad to announce 
the ruin of her fortxmes and of his own. And now the tide 
of fdgitives came in fast. Till midnight aU the northern 
avenues of the capital were choked By trains of cars and by ^ 
bands of dragoons, spent with running and riding, and be- 
grimed with dust. Some had lost their fire arms, and. some 


^ ; London O-cizefcte, July 10, 1690. 
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tlieir swords V Some were disfigured by recent wounds. At CHAP, 
two in tbe morning Dublin was still: but^ before tlie early 
dawn of midsummer, tie sleepers were roufed by the peal of 
trumpets ; and the horse, who had, on the preceding day, so 
well supported the honour of their country, came pouriug 
through the streets, with ranks fearfully thhmed, yet pre- 
serving, even in that extremity, some show of military order. 

Two hours later Lauzun’s drums were heard; and the French 
regiments, in unbroken array, marched into the city Many 
thought that, with such a force, a stand might still be made. 

But, before six o’clock, the Lord Mayor and some of the prin • 
eipal Roman Catholic citizens were summoned in haste to 
the Castle. James took leave of them with a speech which 
did him little honour. He had often, he said, been warned 
that Irishmen, however well they might look, would never 
acquit themselves well on a field of battle : and he had now 
found that the warning was but too true. He had been so 
unfortunate as to see himself in less than two years aban- 
doned by two armies. His English troops had not wanted 
courage : but they had wanted loyalty. His Irish troops 
were, no doubt, attached to his cause, which was their own. 

But, as soon as they were brought front to front with an 
enemy, they ran away. The loss indeed had been little. 

More shame for those who had fled with so little loss. I 
will never command an Irish army again, I must shift for 
myself ; and so must you.” After thus reviling his soldiers 
for being the rabble which his own mismanagement had made 
them, and for following the example of cowardice which he 
had himself set them, he uttered a few words more worthy of 
a King. He knew, he said, that some of his adherents had 
declared that they would burn Dublin down rather than suffer 
^ it to fall into the hands of the English. Such an act would 
disgrace him in the eyes of all mankind : for nobody would 
believe that his friends would venture so far without his 
sanction. Such an act would also draw on those who com- 
mitted it severities which otherwise they had no cause to 
apprehend : for inhumanity to vanquished enemies was not 
among the faults of the Prince of Orange. For these reasons 
James charged his hearers on their allegiance neither to sack 
nor to destroy the city.f He then took his departure, crossed 
^ the Wicklow hills with all speed, and never stopped till he 

^ Tnie and Perfect Journal; Villare London Hazette, July 10. 1690; Burnet, 
HiBernicuin : Story’s Impartial History, ii. 51. ; Leslie’s Answes to King. 

t Story; True and Perfect Journal; 
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CHAP, was fifty miles from Dublin. Scarcely had he alighted to 
xvi. ^ tate some refreshment when he was scared by an absurd 
James flies report that the pursuers were close upon him. He started 
to France. lia.rd all night, and gave orders that the bridges 

should be pulled down behind him. At sunrise on the third 
of July he reached the harbour of Waterford. Thence he 
went by sea to Kinsale, where he embarked on board of a 
Trench frigate, and sailed for Brest.* 

Dubiiir After his departure the confusion in Dublin 

hourly. Duiing the whole of the day which followed the 
Prenefl battle, fiying foot soldiers, weary and soiled with travel, were 
mid irisli constantly coming in. Eoman Catholic citizens, with their 
troops. their families and their household stuff, were con- 

stantly going out. In some parts of the capital there was 
still an appearance of martial order and preparedness. 
Guards were posted at the gates : the castle was occupied by 
a strong body of troops ; and it was generally supposed that 
the enemy would not be admitted without a struggle. In- 
deed some swaggerers, who had, a few hours before, run from 
the breastwork at Oldbridge without drawing a trigger, now 
swore that they would lay the town in ashes rather than 
leave it to the Prince of Orange. But towards the evening 
Tyrconnel and Lauzun collected all their forces, and marched 
out of the city by the road leading to that vast sheepwalk 
which extends over the table land of Kildare. Instantly the 
face of things in Dublin was changed. The Protestants 
everywhere came forth from their hidingplaces. Some of 
them entered the houses of their persecutors and demanded 
arms. The doors of the prisons were opened. The Bishops 
of Meath and Limerick, Doctor King, and others, who had 
long held the doctrine of passive obedience, but who had at 
length been converted by oppression into moderate Whigs, 
formed themselves into a provisional government, and sent a 
messenger to William’s camp, with the news that Dublin 
was prepared to welcome him. At eight that evening^ a 
troop of English dragoons arrived. They were met by the 
whole Protestant population on College Green, where the 
statue of the deliverer now stands. Hundreds embraced the 
soldiers, hung fondly about the necks of the horses, and ra-n 
wildly about, shaking hands with each otjier. On the mor- 
row a large body of cavalry arrived ; and soon from every 
side came news of the effects which the victory of the Boyne 
had produced. James had quitted the island. Wexford had 


* Life of JameS;, ii. 404. Orig. jVTem. j Monthly Mercury for Angiist.j 1G90, 
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declared for Eiiig William. Within twenty-fiye miles of the 
capital there was not a Papist in arms. A l m ost all the hag- 
gage and stores of the defeated army had been seized by the 
coiwjiierorSf The Ennisfeilleners had taken not less than 
three hundred cars, and had found among the booty ten 
thousand pounds in money, much plate, many valuable 
trinkets, and afl the rich camp equipage of Tyreonnel and 
Lauziun* . ' 

William fixed his head quarters at Pinglass, about two 
miles fi-om Dublin. Thence on the morning of Sunday, the 
sixth of July, he rode in .great state to l5he cathedral, and 
there, with the crown on his head, returned public thanks to 
Grod in the choir which is now hung with the banners of the 
Knights of Saint Patrick. There the remains of Schomberg 
were deposited, as it was then thought, only for a time | and 
there they still remain. Doctor King preached, with all 
the fervour of a neoph^rte, on the great deliverance which 
God had wrought for the Church. The Protestant magis- 
trates of the city appeared again, after a long interval, in 
the pomp of office. William could not be persuaded to re- 
pose himself at the Castle, but in the evening returned to 
his camp, and slept there in his wooden cabin, f 

The fame of these great events flew fast, and excited strong 
emotions all over Europe. The news of William’s wound 
everywhere preceded by a few hours the news of his victory. 
Paris was roused at dead of night by the arrival of a courier 
who brought the joyful intelligence that the heretic, the par- 
ricide, the mortal enemy of the greatness of Prance, had 
been struck dead by a cannon ball in the sight of the two 
armies. The commissaries of police ran abont the city, 
knocked at the doors, and called the people up to illuminate. 
In an hour streets, quays, and bridges were in a blaze : drums 


True and Perfect Journal ; London 
Grazette, Jiily 10. and 14. 1690 ; Nar- 
cissus Luttrell’s Diary. In tiie Life of 
James Donnell, Accountant General of 
Ireland (1703), is a remarkable religious 
meditation, from which I will quote a 
short passage. “How did we see the 
Protestants on the great day of our Re- 
volution, Thursday the Third of July, a 
day ever to be remembered by us with 
the greatest thankfulness, congratulate 
and embrace one another as they met, 
like persons alive from the dead, like 
brothers and sisters meeting after a long 
absence, and going about from house to 
house to give each other joy of God’s 
great mercy^, enquiring of one another 


how they past the late days of distress 
and terror, what apprehensions they had, 
what fears or dangers they were nnder ; 
those that were prisoners, how they got 
their liberty, how they were treated, and 
what, from time to time, they thought 
of things.”' 

t London Gazette, July 14. 1690; 
Story ; True and Perfect Journal ; Du- 
mont MS. Dumont is the only person 
who mentions the crown. As he was pre- 
sent, he could not be mistaken. It was 
probably the crown which James had 
been in the habit of wearing when he 
appeared on the throne at the King’s 
Innsw 
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CKAP. were beating and triinipets soBiiding r tlie bell^ of STotre 
^ ,33^--, ^ Dame were ringing : peals of camion were resomiding from 
tbe batteries of tbe Bastille. Tables were set out in tbe 
streets 5 and wine was serred to all wbo passed. A Prince 
of Orange, made of straw, was trailed tbrougb tbe mud, and 
at last committed to the flames. He wa^ attended by a 
Mdeous effigy of tbe devil, carrying a scroll, on wMcli was 
written, baTe been waiting for tbee these two years.’’ 
Tbe shops of several Huguenots, wbo bad been dragooned 
into calling themselves Catholics, but who were suspected of 
being still heretics at heart, were sacked by the rabble. It 
was hardly safe to question the truth of the report which had ' ' 
been so eagerly welcomed by the multitude. Soon, however, 
some coolheaded people ventured to remark that the fact of 
the tyrant’s death was not quite so certain as might be V. 
wished. Then arose a vehement controversy about the effect 
of such wounds : for the vulgar notion was that no person 
struck by a cannon ball on the shoulder could recover. The 
disputants appealed to medical authority ; and the doors of 
the great surgeons and physicians were thronged, it was 
jocosely said,, as if there had been a pestilence in Paris. The 
question was soon settled by a letter from James, which an- 
nounced his defeat and his arrival at Brest.* 4 : 

I EiJecfc At Eome the news fiom Ireland produced a sensation of t 

i at Eome ^ different kind. There too the report of William’s 
f bytlie death was, during a short time, credited. At the French 

embassy all was joy and triumph : but the Ambassadors of 
the House of Austria were in despair; and the aspect of the 
Pontifical Court by no means indicated exultation, f Mel- ! 
fort, in a transport of joy, sate down to write a letter of 
congratulation to Mary of Modena. That letter is stil? 
extant, and would alone suffice to explain why he was the j' 
favourite of James. Herod, — so William was designated, — " 
was gone. There must be a restoration; and that restora- 
tion ought to be followed by a terrible revenge and by the 
establishment of despotism. The power of the purse must he 
taken away from the Commons. Political offenders must he 
tried, not by juries, but by judges on whom the Crown 
could depend. The Habeas Corpus Act must be rescinded. 

^ Montlily Memuy for August 1690; f “Me tiene,” tlie Marquis of Cogol- 
Burnet, ii. 60. ; Daugeau, Aug. 2. 1690, ludo, Spanish minister at Rome, says of ^ 
and Saint Simon’s note ; The Follies of this report, “ en sumo euidado y descon- 
Franee, or a true Relation of the extra- suelo, pues esta seria la ultima ruiua de 
vagant Rejoicings, &c., dated Paris, Aug. la causa eomun.” — Cogolludo to Ron- 
8. 1690. quillo, Eome, Aug. 2. 1690. 
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Tlie atitliors of tlie vEevolution must be puiiislied witli iiiei-ci’- CHAP, 
less seyerity. If/’ tbe cruel apostate wrote^ if tlie King . . 

is forced to pardon/ let it be as few - rogues as lie , can.”*^ 

After tlie lapse of some anxious hours, a messenger bearing 
, later and lUGre authentic intelligence alighted at the palace 
occupied by the representatiyo of the Catholic King* In a 
moment all was changed* The enemies of France, — -and all 
the population, except Frenchmen and British Jacobites, 
were her enemies,— eagerly felicitated one another. All the 
clerks of the Spanish legation were too few to make tran- 
scripts of the despatches for the Cardinals and Bishops who 
were impatient to know the details of the victory. The 
. .first: copy was sent, to the Pope, and was doubtless welcome 

, , to .hiitt.t .. . 

P The good news from Ireland reached London at a moment Effect 
wheii good news was needed. The English flag had been 
disgraced in the English seas. A foreign enemy threatened by the 
the coast. Traitors were at work within the realm. Mary had 
exerted herself* beyond her strength. Her gentle nature was 
unequal to the .cruel anxieties of her position; and she com- 
plained that she could scarcely snatch a moment from 
business to calm herself by prayer. Her distress rose to the 
highest point when she learned that the camps of her father 
and her hnshand were pitched near to each other, and that 
tidings of a battle might he hourly expected. She stole time 
for a visit to Kensington, and had three hours of quiet in the 
garden, then a rnral solitnde.J Bnt the recollection of days 
passed there with him whom she might never see again 
overpowered her. The place,” she wrote to him, ^^made 
me think how happy I was there when I had your dear 
company. But now I will say no more; for I shall hurt uiy 
^ own eyes, which I want now more than ever. Adieu. Think 

* of me and love me as much as I shall yon, whom I love more 

than my life.”§ 

Early on the morning after these tender lines had been 
despatched, Whitehall was roused by the arrival of a 3;)ost 
from Ireland. Nottingham was called out of bed. The 
Queen, who was jxist going to the chapel where she daily 

^ Original Letters published by Sir postscript to the letter of Aug. 2. Cogol- 
Henry Ellis. ludo, of course, uses the new style. The 

t “Dell sucesso de Irlanda doy a v. tidings of the battle, therefore, had been 
, Exca la enorabiiena, y le asegiiro no ha three weeks in getting to Rome. 

bast ado casi la gente que tengo en la Se- J Evelyn (Feb. 25. 16||) calls it “ a 

cretaria para repartir copias dello, pues sweet vilJa.” 
le he emhiado a todo el Ingar, y la pri- § Maij to 'William, July 5. 1 
■ mera al Papa.” — Cogolludo to Ronquillo, 
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attended diyine service, was informed that William had been 
vfotmded. She had wept much : hut till that moment she 
had wept alone, and had constrained herse¥ to show a 
cheerful countenance to her Court and Council. But when 
Nottingham put her husband’s letter into her hands, she 
bmst into tears. She was still trembluig with the violence 
of her emotions, and had scarcely finished a letter to Wilham 
in which she poured out her love, her fears, and her thank- 
fulness, with the sweet natural eloquence of her sex, when 
another messenger arrived with the news that the English 
army had forced a passage across the Bojne, that the Irish 
were flying in confusion, and that the King was well. Yet 
she was visibly xmeasy till Nottingham had assured her that 
James was safe. The grave Secretary, who seems to have 
really esteemed and loved her, afterwards described with '■« 
much feeling that struggle of fihal duty with conjugal afl'ec- 
tion. On the same day she wrote to adjure her husband to 
see that no harm befell her father. “I know, ’ she said, I 
need not beg you to let him be taken care of: for I am 
confident you will for your own sake : yet add that to all 
your kindness: and, for my sake, let people know you would 
have no hurt happen to his person.”* This solicitude, 
though amiable, was superfluous. Her father was perfectly 
competent to take care of himself. He had never, during ' 
the battle, run the smallest risk of hurt ; and, while his 
daughter was shuddering at the dangers to which she fancied 
that he was exposed m Ireland, he was half way on his 
voyage to France. 

It chanced that the glad tidings arrived at Whitehall on 
the day to which the Parliament stood prorogued. The 
Speaker and several members of the House of Commons 
who were in London met, according to form, at ten in the ^ 
morning, and were summoned by Black Rod to the bar of ^ 
the Peers. The Parliament was then again prorogued by 
commission. As soon as this ceremony had been performed, 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer put into the hands of the 
Clerk the despatch which had just arrived from Ireland, and 
the Clerk read it with a loud voice to the Lords and gentle- 
men present.t The good news spread rapidly from West- 
minster Hall to all the coffeehouses, and was received with 
transports of joy. For those Englishmen who wished to see 
an English army beaten and an English colony extirpated 

* Mary to William, July 6. and 7. 1690 ; Burnet, ii. 55. 

t Baden to Van Citters, July jg. 1690. 
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by tlie rrench and Irish were a minority even of the Jacobite chap. 
party. 

Oa tke Biiitlx day after the battle of the Boyne James Jamesar- 
landed at Brest, with an excellent appetite, in high spirits, 
and in a talkative hninour. He told the history of Ms defeat his reeep- 
to everybody who would listen to Mm. Bnt French officers tion there 
who understood war, and who compared his story with other 
accounts, prononnced that, though His Majesty had witnessed 
the battle, he knew nothing about it, except that his army 
had been routed.'^ From Brest he proceeded to Saint Ger- 
inains, where, a few hours after his arrival, he was visited by 
Lewis! The French King had too much delicacy and gene- • 
rosity to utter a word which could sound like reproach. 

Nothing, he declared, that eonld conduce to the comfort of the 
royal family of England should be wanting, as far as his 
power extended. But he was by no means disposed to listen 
to the political and military projects of his unlucky guest. 

Janies recommended an immediate descent on England, 

That kingdom, he said, had been drained of troops by the 
demands of Ireland. The seven or eight thousand regular 
soldiers who were left would be unable to withstand a great 
French army. The people were ashamed of their error and 
impatient to repair it. As soon as their rightful King 
showed himself, they would rally round him in multitudes.f 
Lewis was too polite and goodnatured to express what he 
must have felt. He contented himself with answering coldly 
that he could not decide upon any plan about the British 
islands till he had heard from Ms gene:m^ls in Ireland. James 
was importunate, and seemed to think himself ill used, be- 
cause, a fortnight after he had run away from one army, he 
was not entrusted with another. Lewis was not to be pro- 
voked into uttering an unkind or uncourteous word : but he 
was resolute ; and in order to avoid solicitations which gave 
him pain, he pretended to be unwell. During some time, 
whenever James came to Versailles, he was respectfully iii- 
fonned that His Most Christian Majesty was not equal to the 

* See two letters annexed to the Me- passe dans cette action, et qix’ii ne s(,‘oit 
moms of the Intend ant Foucault, and qiie la dhmte de ses troupes.” 
printed in the work of M. de Sirtema de f It was not only on this occavSion 
(Troycstins- In the archives of the War that James held this language. From 
Office at Paris is a letter written from , one of the letters quoted in the last note 
Brest by the Count of Pouridal on July it appears that on his road from Brest 
Jp 169(3. The Count says : “ Par la re- to Paris lie told everybody that the 
lation dll combat que j’ay entendu fame English were impatiently expecting hmn 
ail Eoy d’Angleterre et a plusieurs de sa Ce pauvre prince croit que ses siyets 
suite en parti eulier, il iie me paroit pas raiment encore.” 
qu’il suit bieii inforine de tout ce qiii s’est 
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CHAP, trattsaciion of business. The higlispirited and qiiielcwitted 
:,; nobles who daily crowded the antechambers could not help 
sneering while they bowed low to the royal visitor, whose 
poltroonery and stupidity had a second time made him an 
exile and a mendicant. They even whispered their sarcasms 
loud enough to call up the haug'hty blood of Este in the 
cheeks of Mary of Modena. But her husband stood among 
the scoffers serene and well pleased with himself. Conteni|)t, 
says the fine Indian proverb, pierces through the shell of the 
tortoise : but the insensibility of James was proof even against 
contempt.^ 

Tourville While he was enduring with ignominious fortitude the 
attempts a polite scoru of the French aristocracy, and doing Ms best to 
HrigliuKi^^ weary out Ms benefactor’s patience and good breeding by 
repeating that this was the very moment for an invasion of 
England, and that the whole island was impatiently expecting 
its foreign deliverers, events were passing which signally 
proved how little the banished oppressor understood the 
character of his countrymen. 

Tournlle had, since the battle of Beachy Head, ranged the 
Channel unopposed. On the twenty-first of July his masts 
were seen from the rocks of Portland. On the twenty-second 
lie anchored in the harbour of Torbay, under the same heights 
which had, not many months before, sheltered the armament " 
of William. The French fleet, wMch now had a consider- 
able number of troops on board, consisted of a hundred and 
eleven sail. The galleys, which formed a large part of this 
force, resembled rather those ships with which Alcibiades and 
Lysander disputed the sovereignty of the JGgean than those 
which contended at the Mle and at Trafalgar. The galley 
was very long and very narrow, the deck not more than two 
feet from the water edge. Each galley was propelled by fifty 
or sixty huge oars, and each oar was tugged by five or six 
slaves. The Ml complement of slaves to a vessel was three 
hundred and thirty-six ; the full complement of officers and 
soldiers a hundred and fifty. Of the unhappy rowers some 
were criminals who had been justly condemned to a life of 
hardship and danger : a few had been guilty only of adhering 
obstinately to the Huguenot worship : the great majority 
were purchased bondsmen, generally Turks and Moors. They 
wei^e of course always forming plans for massacring their 
tyrants and escaping from servitude, and could he kept in 
order only by constant stripes, and by the frequent infliction 

^ Life of James, ii. 411, 412.; Burnet, ii. 57., and Lartmoutli’s note* 
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of deatli in liorriMe forms An Englishman, wlio liappened 
to fall in with abon^ twelve hnndred of these most miser- 
able and most desperate of human beings on their road 
irom Marseilles to squadron, heard them 

^ vowing that, if they came near a man of war bearing the 
cross of St. Greorge, they would never again see a Erench 
dockyard.* 

In the Mediterranean Sea galleys were in ordinary use : but 
none had ever before been tossed on the stormy ocean which 
roars round our island. The flatterers of Lewis said that the 
appearance of such a squadron on the Atlantic was one of 
those wonders which were reserved for his reign ; and a medal 
was struck at Paris to commemorate this bold experiment in 
maritime war.f English sailors, with more reason, predicted 
that the first gale would send the whole of his fairweather 
armament to the bottom of the Channel. Indeed the galley, 
like the ancient trireme, generally kept close to the shore, and 
ventured out of sight of land only when the water was un- 
ruffled and the sky serene. But the qualities which made this 
sort of ship unfit to brave tempests and billows made it 
peculiarly fit for the pmpose of landing soldiers. Tourville 
determined to try what effect would be produced by a disem- 
barkation. The English Jacobites who had taken refuge in 
France were aU confident that the whole population of the 
island was ready to rally round an invading army; and he 
probably gave them credit for understanding the temper of 
their countiymen. 

Never was there a greater error. Indeed the French admiral 
is said by tradition to have received, while he was stiU out at 
sea, a lesson which might have faught him not to rely on 
the assurances of exiles. He picked up a fishing boat, and 
* interrogated the owner, a plain Sussex man, about the senti- 
ments of the nation. Are you,” Tourville asked, for King 
James ? I do not know much about such matters,” an- 
swered the fisherman. I have nothing to say against King 
James. He is a very worthy gentleman, I believe. God bless 
him 1” A good fellow !” said Tourville : then I am sure 
you will have no objection to take service with us.^’ What !” 

cried the prisoner; go with the French to fight against the 
English 1 Tour honour must excuse me. I could not do it 

^ See the articles OaBre and Gal^rien, Prisoners of War, by B. Hutton, licensed 
in the EncyclopMie, with the plates ; A Jiuie 27. 1690. 

True Belation of the Cruelties and Bar- f See the Collection of Medals of 
barities of the French npon the English Eowis the FonrteentL 
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Teign- 

mouth 

destrojed. 


to save my life. This poor fisherman, whether he was a real 
^ or an imaginary person, spohe the sense of the nation. The 
beacon on the ridge OTerlooIdng Teignmonth was kindled j 
the High Tor and Cansland made answer ; and ^oon all the 
hill tops of the West were on fire. Messengers were riding 
hard all night from Depnty Lieutenant to Deputy Lieutenant, 
Early the next morning, without chief, without stuanions, 
five hundred gentlemen and yeomen, armed and mounted, had 
assembled on the summit of HaldonHill. In twenty-four 
hours all Devonshire was up. Every road in the county from 
sea to sea was covered by multitudes of fighting men, all with 
their faces set towards Torbay. The lords of a hundred 
manors, proud of their long pedigrees and old coats of arms, 
toot the field at the head of their tenantry. Drakes, Prideauxes, 
and Eolles, Fowel of Powelscombe and Pulford of Eulford, 
Sir Bourchier Wrey of Tawstock Part and Sir William 
Courtenay of Powderham Castle, Letters written by several 
of the Deputy Lieutenants who were most active during this 
anxious week are still preserved. All these letters agree in 
extolling the courage and enthusiasm of the people. But aU 
agree also in expressing the most painful solicitude as to the 
result of an encounter between a raw militia and veterans who 
had served under Turenne and Luxemburg ; and all call for 
the help of regular troops, in language very unlike that which, 
when the pressure of danger was not felt, country gentlemen 
were then in the habit of using about standing armies. 

Tcmville, finding that the whole population was united as 
one man against him, contented himself with sending his 
gaPeys to ravage Teignmonth, an unfortified market town 
which had given no provocation and could make no defence. 
A short cannonade put the inhabitants to flight. Seventeen 
hundred men landed and marched into the deserted streets. 
More than a hundred houses were burned to the ground. The 
cattle were slaughtered. The barks and fishing smacks which 
lay in the river were destroyed. Two parish churches were 
sacked, the Bibles and Prayerbooks torn and scattered about 
the roads, the pulpits and communion tables demolished. By 
this time sixteen or seventeen thousand Devonshire men had 
encamped close to the shore ^ and all the neighbouring coun- 
ties had risen. The tin mines of Cornwall had sent forth a great 

* This anecdote, true or false, was is quoted in the G-entleman’s Magazine 
current at the time, or soon after. In of that year from another periodical 
1745 it was mentioned as a story which work, 
old people had heard in their youth. It 
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of rude and liardj men mortally hostile to Popery. CHAP. 
Ten thousand of them had just signed an address to the Qneen^ .. 

ill which they had promised to stand by her against every 
enemy ; and they now kept their word.* Id trnth^ the whole 
‘ nation was stirred. Two and twenty troops of cavalry, fnr- 
nished by Suffolk, Essex, Hertfordshire and Buckinghamshire, 
were reviewed by Hary at Hounslow, and were complimented 
by Marlborough on their martial appearance. Themilitia of 
Kent and Surrey encamped on Blackheath.f Van Citters 
informed the States General that aU England was up in arms, 
onfoot or on horseback, that the disastrous event of the battle 
of Beachy Head had not cowed, but exasperated the people, 
and that every company of soldiers which he passed on the 
road was shouting with one voice, God bless King William 
and Queen Mary.”f 

Charles Granville, Lord Lansdowne, eldest son of the Earl 
of Bath, came with some troops from the garrison of Plymouth 
to take the command of the tumultuary army which had as- 
sembled round the basin of Torbay. Lansdowne was no novice. 

He had served several hard campaigns against the common 
enemy of Christendom, and had been created a Count of the 
Eoman Empire in reward of the valour which he h^d displayed 
»» on that memorable day, snng by Pilicaja and by WaUer, when 
the infidels retired from the walls of Vienna. He made pre- 
parations for action f but the Prench Aid not choose to attack 
Mm, and were indeed impatient to depart. They found some 
difficulty in getting away. One day the wind was adverse to 
the sailing vessels. Another day the water was too rough for 
the galleys. At length the fleet stood out to sea. As the line 
of ships turned the lofty cape which overlooks Torquay, an 
incident happened which, though slight in itself, greatly in- 
> terested the thousands who lined the coast. Two wretched 
slaves disengaged themselves from an oar, and sprang over- 
board. One of them perished. The other, after struggling 
more than an hour in the water, came safe to English ground, 
and was cordially welcomed by a population to which the 
discipline of the galleys was a thing strange and shocking® 

^ London G-azette, July 7. 1690. de laatsteyoorgeTallen batailleverHttert 
t Narcissus LnttreU’s Diary. en geanimeeirfe ’waren. Gelylc door de 

1 give this interesting passage in tronpes, dewelke ik op de weg alomme 
Van Citters’s own words. “ Door geheel gepasseert ben, niet anders heh konnen 
het ryk alles te voet en te paarde in de Eooren als een eenpaarig en generaal 
wapenen op was; en ’t gene een seer gelnydt van Gh>d bless King William en 
grooto gcriistheyt gaf was dat alle en Queen Mary.” 1690. 
een yder even seer tegen de Franse door ^ 
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He proved to be a Turk^ and was lininanely sent back to Ms 
own 'country. ■ . 

A pompons descriiDtion of the expedition appeared in the 
Paris Gi-azette. Bnt in trnth TonrviUe’s exploits had been 
inglorions, and yet less inglorious than impolitic. The injury 
which he had done bore no proportion to the resentment which 
he had roused. Hitherto the Jacobites, had tried to persuade 
the nation that the French would come as friends and deli- 
verers, would observe strict discipline, would respect the tem- 
ples and the ceremonies of the established religion, and would 
depart as soon as the Dutch oppressors had been expeUed 
and the ancient constitution of the realm restored. The 
short visit of Tourville to our coast had shown how little reason 
there was to expect such moderation from the soldiers of Lewis. 
They had been in our island only a few hours, and had occu- 
pied only a fe w acres. But within a few hours and a few acres 
had been exhibited in miniature the devastation of the Pala- 
tinate, What had happened was communicated to the whole 
kingdom far more rapidly than hy gazettes or newsletters. A 
brief for the relief of the people of Teignmouth was read in 
all the ten thousand parish churches of the land, Ho congre- 
tion could hear without emotion that the Popish marauders 
had made desolate the habitations of quiet fishermen and 
peasants, had outraged the altars of God, had torn to pieces 
the Gospels and the Liturgy. A street, built out of the contri- 
butions of the charitable, on the site of the dwellings which 
the invaders had destroyed, still retains the name of French 
Street.* 

The outcry against those who were, with good reason, sus- 
pected of having invited the enemy to make a descent on our 
shores was vehement and general, and was swollen by many 
voices which had recently been loud in clamour against the 
government of William. The question had ceased to be a " 


* As to this expedition I have con- 
sulted the London G-azettes of July 24. 
28. 31., Aug. 4. 1690; Narcissus Lut- 
trelFs Diary ; Welwood's Mercurius Ee- 
formatus, Sept. 5. ; the G-azette de Paris; 
a letter from Mr. Duke, a Deputy Lieu- 
tenant of Devonshire, to Hampden, dated 
July 25. ; a letter from Mr. Eulford of 
Fulford to Lord Nottingham, dated Jxily 
26. ; a letter of the same date from the 
Deputy Lieutenants of Devonshire to the 
Earl of Bath ; a letter of the same date 
from Lord Lansdowne to the Earl of 
Bath. These four letters are among the 
MS>S. of the Eoyal Irish Academy. Mr. 


Jordan of Teignmouth has kindly sent 
me a copy of the brief, ■which has en- 
abled me to correct some errors of detail 
into which I had been led by documents 
less authentic. Dangeau inserted in his 
Journal, August 16., a series of extra- 
vagant lies. Tourville had routed the 
militia, taken their cannon and colours, 
burned men of war, captured richly laden 
merchantships, and was going to destroy 
Plymouth. This is a fair specimen of 
Dangeau’s English news. Indeed he 
complains that it was hardly possible to 
get at true information about England. 
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question between and bad become a question 

between England and France. So strong was tbe national 
sentiment tliat nonjurors and Papists shared or affected to 
share it. Dryden, not long after tbe burning of Teignmoutb, 

' laid a play at 'tbe feet of Halifax, with a dedication eminently 
ingenious, artful, and eloquent, Tbe dramatist congratulated 
bis patron on haying taken shelter in a calm haven from the 
storms of public litfe, and, with great force and beauty of 
diction, magnified tbe felicity of tbe statesman wbo ex- 
changes tbe bustle of office and tbe fame of oratory for pbi- 
losopbic studies and domestic endearments. England could 
not complain tbat she was defrauded of tbe service to wbicb 
she had a right. Even tbe severe discipline of ancient Eome 
^ permitted a soldier, after many campaigns, to claim bis dis- 
* mission ; and Halifax bad surely done enough for bis country 
to be entitled to tbe same privilege. But the poet added 
that there was one case in which tbe Eoman veteran, even 
after liis discharge, was required to resume bis shield and bis 
pilum ; and that one case was a Gallic invasion. That a 
■writer wbo bad purchased tbe smiles of James by apostasy, 
who bad been driven in disgrace from the court of William, 
and wbo bad a deeper interest in the restoration of tbe exiled 
House than any man wbo made letters bis calling, should 
have used such language as this, is a fact wbicb may convince 
us that the determination never to be subjugated by foreigners 
was fixed in tbe hearts of tbe people.*^ 

There was indeed a Jacobite literature in which no trace of The Jaco- 
this patriotic spirit can be detected, a literature the remains 
of which prove that there were Englishmen perfectly willing 
to see the English flag dishonoured, tbe English soil invaded, 
the English capital sacked, tbe English crown worn by a 
*• vassal of Lewis, if only they might avenge themselves on 
their enemies, and especially on WUliam, whom they bated 
with a hatred half frightful, half ludicrous. But this litera- 
ture was altogether a work of darkness. The law by which 
the Parliament oF James bad subjected tbe press to tbe con- 
trol of censors was still in forces and, tboixgb the officers 
whose business it was to prevent the infraction of that law 
were not extreme to mark every irregularity committed by a 
bookseller who understood the art of conveying a guinea in 
a squeeze of tbe band, they could not wink at the open vend- 
ing of unlicensed pamphlets filled with ribald insults to the 
Sovereign, and with direct instigations to rebellion. But 


* Dedication of Arthur. 
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CHAP, tliere liad long lurked in tke garrets of London a class 
A / of printers wko worked steadily at tkeir calling with pre- 
cautions resembling those employed by coiners and forgers. 
Women were on the watch to give the alarm by their screanivS 
if an officer appeared near the workshop. The press was im- 
mediately pushed into a closet behind the bed: the types 
were flung into the coalhole^ and covered with cinders ; the 
compositor disappeared through a trapdoor in the roof, and 
made off over the tiles of the neighbouring houses. In these 
dens were manufactured treasonable works of all classes and 
sizes, from halfpenny broadsides of doggrel verse up to massy 
quartos filled with Hebrew quotations. It was not safe to 
ezhibit such publications openly on a counter. They were 
sold only by tmsty agents, and in secret places. Some tracts, 
which were thought likely to produce a great effect, were 
given away in immense numbers at the expense of wealthy 
Jacobites. Sometimes a paper was thrust under a door, 
sometimes dropped on the table of a coffeehouse. One day 
a thousand copies of a scurrilous pamphlet went out by the 
postbags. On another day, when the shopkeepers rose early 
to take down their shutters, they found the whole of Meet 
Street and the Strand white with seditious handbills.* 

The Jaco- Of the numerous performances which were ushered into 
of Pra the world by such shifts as these, none produced a greater 
andHiimi- Sensation than a little book which purported to be a form of 
liation. prayer and humiliation for the use of the persecuted Church. 
It was impossible to doubt that a considerable sum had been 
expended on this work. Ten thousand copies were, by various 
means, scattered over the kingdom. Ho more mendacious, 
more malignant, or more impious lampoon was ever penned. 
Though the government had as yet treated its enemies with 
a lenity imprecedented in the history of our country, though 
not a single person had, since the Eevolution, suffered death 
for any political offence, the authors of this liturgy were not 
ashamed to pray that God would assuage their enemy’s in- 
satiable thirst for blood, or would, if any more of them were 
to be brought through the Eed Sea to the Land of Promise, 
prepare them for the passage.f They complained that the 

^ See tlie accounts of Anderton^s Trial, f This was the ordinary cant of the 
1693 ; the Postman of March 12. 169|; Jacobites. A Whig writer had justly said 
the Plying Post of March 7. 1700 ; Some in the preceding year, “ They senrri- 
Biscourses upon Dr. Burnet and Dr. Til- lously call onr David a man of blood, 
lotson, by Hiekes, 1695. The appendix though, to this day, he has not snlFered 
to these Discourses contains a curious a drop to be spilt.” — ^Mephihosheth and 
account of the inquisition into printing Ziba, licensed Ang. 30. 1689. 
offices under the Licensing Act. 
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Cliureli of England, once tte perfection of beauty, bad be- GHAP; 
come a scorn and derision, a heap of rnins, a vineyard of 
wild grapes ; tliat ber services bad ceased to deserve tbe name 
of public worsbip f that tbe bread and wine wMeb sbe dis- 
- pensed bad no longer any sacramental virtue; that ber 
priests, in tbe act of swearing fealty to tbe usurper, bad lost 
tbe sacred character wbicb bad been conferred on tbem by 
tbeir ordination,* James was profanely described as tbe 
stone wbicb foolisb builders bad rejected ; and a fervent pe- 
tition was put up tbat Providence would again mate bim tbe 
bead of tbe corner. Tbe blessings wbicb were called down 
on our country were of a singular description. There was 
soinetMng very like a prayer for another Bloody Oircuit; 

Give tbe King the necks of bis enemies : ” there was some- 
thing very like a prayer for a French invasion ; “ Eaise him 
u]} friends abroad ; and there was a more mysterious prayer, 
tbe best comment on wbicb was afterwards furnished by tbe 
Assassination Plot ; Do some great thing for bim, wbicb 
we in particular know not bow to pray for.^^f 

This litm'gy was composed, circulated, and read, it is said. Clamour 
bi some congregations of 'Jacobite schismatics, before William tLe 

o o ^ ■' ^ noniuriii^ 

set out for Ireland, but did not attract general notice till tbe Bishops. 

^ appearance of a foreign armament on our coast bad roused 
tbe national spirit. Then rose a roar of indignation against 
the Englishmen who bad dared, under tbe hypocritical pre- 
tence of devotion, to imprecate curses on England. The 
deprived Prelates were suspected, and not without some show 
of reason. For the nonjurors were, to a man, zealous Epis- 
copalians. Their doctrine was that, in ecclesiastical matters 
of grave moment, nothing could be well done witbont tbe 
sanction of tbe Bishop. And could it be believed tbat any 
, who held this doctrine would compose a service, print it, cir- 
culate it, and actually use it in public worship, without tbe 
approbation of Sancroft, whom tbe whole party revered, not 
only as the true Primate of all England, but also as a Saint 
and a Confessor P It was known tbat tbe Prelates who bad 
refused the oaths had lately held several consultations at 
Lambeth. The subject of those consultations, it was now 
said, might easily be guessed. Tbe holy fathers bad been 


^ “ Restore unto us again the puhlick 
worship of thy name, the reyerent admi- 
nistration of thy sacraments. Raise up 
the former government both in church 
and state, that we may be no longer 
without King, without priest, without 


6rod in the world.” 

t A Form of Prayer and Humiliation 
for God’s Blessing upon His Majesty and 
his Dominions, and for Removing and 
Averting of God’s Judgments from this 
Church and State, 1690, 
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engaged m framing prayers for the destracti^ of the Pro- 
^ testant colony in Ireland^ for the defeat of the English fleet 
in the Channel, and for the speedy arriyal of a French army 
in Kent. The extreme section of the Whig party pressed 
this accnsation with vindictive eagerness. said 

those implacable politicians, was the fmit of King William’s 
mercifnl policy. Kever had he committed a greater error 
than when he had conceived the hope that the hearts of the 
clergy were to be won by clemency and moderation. He had 
not chosen to give credit to men who had learned by a long 
and bitter experience that no kindness will tame the sullen 
ferocity of a priesthood. He had stroked and pampered 
when he shonld have tried the effect of chains and hunger. 

He had hazarded the good will of his best friends by protect- 
ing his worst enemies. Those Bishops who had publicly , 
refused to acknowledge him as their Sovereign, and who, by 
that refusal, had forfeited their dignities and revenues, still ; 
continued to live xinmolested in palaces which ought to be 
occnpied by better men. And for his indulgence, an indnl- 
gence unexampled in the history of revolutions, what return i 
had been made? Even this, that the men, whom he had, | 
with so much tenderness, screened from just punishment, ^ 
had the insolence to describe him in their prayers as a per- ^ I 
secutor defiled with the blood of the righteous ; that they’ll 
asked for grace to endure with fortitude his sanguinary 1 
tyranny; that they cried to heaven for a foreign fleet and army 1 
to deliver them from his yoke ; nay, that they hinted at a i 
wish so odious that even they had not the front to speak it : 
plainly. One writer, in a pamphlet which produced a great 1 
sensation, expressed his wonder that the people had not, !: 
when Tourville was riding victorious in the Channel, Dewitted 
the nonjuring Prelates. Excited as the public mind then f, 
was, there was some danger that this suggestion might bring 
a furious mob to Lambeth. At hTorwich indeed the people 
actually rose, attacked the palace which the Bishop was still 
suffered to occupy, and would have pulled it down but for 
the timely arrival of the trainbands.* The government very 
properly instituted criminal proceedings against the publisher 
of the work which had produced this alarming breach of 
the peace.t. The deprived Prelates meanwhile put forth a " 
defence of their conduct. In this document they declared, 
with all solemnity, and as in the presence of Grod, that they ^ 

^ Letter of Lloyd, Bisbop of Norwich, to Sancroft, in the Tanner MSS. 
t Lnttrell’s Diary. 
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bad no hand ill tlie n ibat they loiew not wlio liad CHAP. 

Inmied it, that tbey bad never used it, tbat tliey bad never 
held any correspondence directly or indirectly witb tbe !Frencb 
court, tba^t tbey were engaged in no plot against tbe exist- 
ing government, and tbat tbey would willingly sbed tbeir 
blood ratber tlian see England subjugated by a foreign prince, 
wlio bad, in bis own kingdom, cruelly persecuted their Pro- 
testant brethren. As to tbe writer who bad marked them 
out to the public vengeance by a fearful word, but too well 
understood, they commended him to tbe Divine mercy, and 
heartily prayed that bis great sin might be forgiven him. 

Most of those who signed this paper did so doubtless witb 
siiicerity : but there is good reason to believe that one at least 
of the subscribers added to the crime of betraying his country 
tlie crime of calling his God to witness a falsehood.*^- 

The events wbicb were passing in tbe Channel and on tbe Military 
Continent compelled William to make repeated changes in ^li^eiand 
bis plans. During tbe week wbicb followed bis triumphal Waterford 
entry mto Dublin, messengers charged witb evil tidings 
arrived from England in rapid snccession. Pirst came tbe 
account of Waldeck’s defeat at Eleurus. Tbe King was 
much disturbed. All tbe pleasure, be said, wbicb bis own 
victory bad given him was at an end. Yet, witb tbat gene- 
rosity wbicb was bidden under bis austere aspect, be sate 
down, even in the moment of bis first vexation, to write a 
kind and encouraging letter to the unfortunate general. f 
Three days later came intelligence more alarming still. Tbe 
allied fleet bad been ignominiously beaten. Tbe sea from 
the Downs to the Land’s End was in possession of the 
enemy. Tbe next post might bring news tbat Kent was in- 
vaded. A Erencb squadron might appear in Saint George’s 
Channel, and might without difficulty burn all tbe transports 
wbicb lay at anchor in tbe Bay of Dublin. William deter- 
mined to return to England : but be wished to obtain, before 

^ A Modest Inquiry into the Causes versy in 1690 was, to a great extent, 
of the present. Disasters in England, and copied from a Form of Prayer which had 
who they are that hroiight the French been composed and clandestinely printed, 
into the English Ghaniiel described, 1690; soon after the battle of Worcester, for 
Iteilections npon a Form of Prayer lately the use of the Royalists, This, curioxis 
set ont for the Jacobites, 1690 ; A Mid- fact, which seems to have been quite nn- 
night Touch at an XJiilieensed Pamphlet, known both to the accused Bishops and 
1690. ^ The paper signed by the nonju- to their accusers, was discovered by Mr. 
ring Bishops has often been reprinted. Lathbiiry, after the publication of his 

Since the first edition of this p>art of History of the Nonjxirors, and was, in 
my work appeared I have learned that the most obliging manner, communicated 
the Jacobite Form of Prayer which pro- by him to me. 
dueed so much excitement and contro- f William to Heinsius, July 1690. 



318 


HISTOEY OF ENaLANO. 


CITAP. 

XYI 


lie went, tlie command of a safe liaTen on tlie eastern coast 
. of Ireland. Waterford was tlie best place snited to Ms pur- 
pose; and towards Waterford lie immediately proceeded. 
Clonmel and Kilkenny were abandoned by tbe Irisb troops 5 
as soon as it was known that he was approaching. At Eil« 
kenny he was entertained, on the nineteenth of July, by the 
Dulce of Ormond, in the ancient castle of the Butlers, which 
had not long before been occupied by Lauzun, and which 
therefore, in the midst of the general devastation, still had 
tables and chairs, hangings on the walls, and claret in the 
cellars. On the twenty-first, two regiments which garrisoned 
Waterford consented to march out after a faint show of 
resistance: a few hours later the fort of Duneannon, which, 
towering on a rocky promontory, commanded the entrance of ^ 
the harbour, surrendered ; and WiUiam was master of the ^ 
whole of that secure and spacious basin which is formed by 
the united waters of the Suir, the Kore, and the Barrow. ' 
He then announced his intention of instantly returning to 
England, and, having declared Count Solmes Commander 
in Chief of the army of Ireland, set out for Dublin.* j 

But good news met him on the road. TourviUe had 
appeared on the coast of Devonshire, had put some troops on 
shore, and had sacked Teignmonth; bnt the only effect 
this insult had been to raise the whole population of the 
western counties in arms against the invaders. The enemy 
had departed, after doing just mischief enough to make the 
cause of James as odious for a time to Tories as to Whigs. 
WiUiam therefore again changed his plans, and hastened 
back to Ms army, which, during his absence, had moved 
westward, and which he rejoined in the neighbourhood of 
Cashel.f 

About this time he received from Mary a letter requesting 4 
him to decide an important question on which the Council of 
ISTine was divided. Marlborough was of opinion that aU 
danger of invasion was over for that year. The sea, he said, 
was open ; for the French ships had returned into poi*t, and 
were refitting. Kow was the time to send an English fieet, 
with five thousand troops on board, to the southern extre- 
mity of Ireland. Such a force might easily reduce Cork and 
Kinsale, two of the most important strongholds stiU occupied 
by the forces of James. Marlborough was strenuously sup- ^ 


* Story ; London Gazette, Aug. 4, 
1690; Dumont MSt 


t Story ; William to Heinsius, 
1690 ; London Gazette, Aag. 11. 


WILLIAM AHI) . MARY. 


319 ' 


ported by ITottingliaria;, and as strenuously opposed by tlie OHAP. 
otber members of council with. Caermatben at 33^^ 

their head. The Queen referred the matter to her husband, 
fie highly approved of the plan^ and gave orders that it 
should be executed by the General who had formed it. 
Caermarthen submitted, though with a bad grace, and with 

some murmurs at the extraordinary partiality of His Hajesty 

for Marlborough.* ’ : 

William meanwhile was advancing towards Limerick. In 
that city the army which he had put to rout at the Boyne leS^at 
had taken refuge, discomfited, indeed, and disgraced, but Limerick, 
very little diminished. He would not have had the trouble 
of besieging the place, if the advice of Lauzun and of Lanzim 
Lauzun's countrymen had been followed. They laughed at thatthe^^^ 
the thought of defending such fortifications, and indeed pi^ce can- 
would not admit that the name of fortifications could pro- defended, 
perly be given to heaps of dirt, which certainly bore little 
resemblance to the works of Valenciennes and Philipsburg. 

It is unnecessary,’’ said Lauzun, with an oath, for the 
English to bring cannon against such a place as this. What 
you call your ramparts might be battered down with 
roasted apples.” He therefore gave his voice for evacuating 
Limerick, and declared that, at all events, he was deter- 
mined not to throw away, in a hopeless resistance, the lives 
of the brave men who had been entrusted to his care by his 
master, t The truth is, that the judgment of the brilliant 
and adventurous Frenchman was biassed by his inclinations. 

He and his companions were sick of Ireland. They were 
ready to face death with courage, nay, with gaiety, on a field 
of battle. But the dull, squalid, barbarous life, which they 
had now been leading during several months, was more than 
they could bear. They were as much out of the pale of the 
civilised world as if they had been banished to Dahomy or 
Spitzbergen. The climate affected their health and spirits. 

In that unhappy country, wasted by years of predatory war, 
hospitality could offer little more than a couch of straw, a 
trencher of meat half raw and half burned, and a draught of 
sour milk. A crust of bread, a pint of wine, conld hardly be 
purchased for money. A year of such hardships seemed a 
century to men who had always been accustomed to carry 
with them to the camp the luxuries of Paris, soft bedding, 


^ Mary to William, Atig. 

1690 


t Maearifie Excidium; Mac Geoglie- 
gan; Life of James, ii. 420, ; London 
Gazette, Aug, 14. 1690, 
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CHAP, rioli tapestry, sideboards of plate, bampers of Cbampagne, 

. opera dancers, coots, and musicians. Better to be a prisoner 
^ in tbe Bastille, better to be a recluse at La Trappe, than to 
be generabssimo of tbe half naked savages Aybo burrowed 
in tbe dreary swamps of Munster. Any plea was welcome * 
whicb would serve as an excuse for returning from tbat 
' miserable exile to tbe land of cornfields and vineyards, of 

cilded coaches and laced cravats, of ballrooms and theatres.* 

The Irish Very different was the feeling of the children of tbe soil. 

insist on Tli6 island, wliicli to Frencli courtiers was a disconsolate 

fimertk^ place of banishment, was the Irishman’s bome. ^ere were - 

■ coUected all tbe objects of bis love and of bis ambition ; and 
there be hoped tbat bis dust would one day mingle with the ^ 
dust of bis fathers. To him even the heaven dark with the 
vapours of the ocean, the wildernesses of black rushes and h 
stagnant water, the mud cabins where tbe peasants and the 
swine shared their meal of roots, bad a charm which was 
wanting to the sunny skies, the Oultured fields, and the 
stately mansions of the Seine. He could imagine no fairer 
spot than his country, if only his country could be freed from 
the tyranny of the Saxons; and aU hope that his country 
would be fi-eed from the tj-ranny of the Saxons must be 

abandoned if Limerick were surrendered. - 

The conduct of the Irish durmg the last two months had 
simk their military reputation to the lowest point. They 
had, with the exception of some gallant regiments of cavalry, 
fled’ disgracefully at the Boyne, and had thus incureed the 
bitter contempt both of their enemies and of their allies. The 
Er^hsh who were at Saint Glermains never spoke of the 
Irish but as a people of dastards and traitors.f The Trench 
were so much exasperated against the unfortunate nation, 
that Irish merchants, who had been many years settled at ^ 
Baris and Bordeaux, durst not walk the streets for fear of 
being insulted by the populace.J So strong was the preju- 


* The impatience of Lauzun and his 
countrymen to get away from Ireland is 
mentioned in a letter of Oct. 21. 1690, 
quoted in the Memoirs of James, ii. 421. 
<< Asimo,” says Colonel Kelly, the author 
of the Maearise Excidium, “ diutumam 
absentiam tarn segre molesteque ferebat 
ut helium in C}’pro protrahi continxia- 
rique ipso ei auditu acerbissimum esset. 
Nec incredibile est ducum in illius exer- 
citu nonniillos, potissimum qui patrii 
cceli dulcedinem impatientius suspira- 
bant, sibi persuasisse desperatas Gypri 
res nulla humana ope defend! sustenta- 


rique posse.” Asimo is Lauzun, and Cy« 
prus Ireland. 

t “ Pauci illi ex Cilicibus aulieis, qui 
cum regina in Syria conimorante reman- 
serant, .... non eessabant universam 
nationem fcede traducere, et ingestis in- 
super convitiis lacerare, pavidos et raale- 
fidos proditores ac mortalium conscelera- 
tissiraos publice appellaiido.” — Maeariie 
Excidiimi. The Cilicians are the En- 
glish. Syria is France. 

J “ Tanta infamia tain operoso artificio 
et subtili eommento in yulgus sparsa, 
tarn constantibus de Cypudorum perfidia 
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dice, absurd stories were invented to explain the intre- 
pidity witli wliieli tbe borse bad fougM. It was said that 
tbe ti'oopers were not men of Celtic blood, but descendants 
of tbe old Englisb of tbe pale.*^ It was also said that they 
bad been intoxicated with brandy just before tbe battle.t 
Yet nothing can be more certain than that they must bave 
been generally of Irish race ; nor did the steady valour which 
they displayed in a long and almost hopeless conflict against 
great odds bear any resemblance to tbe fury of a coward 
maddened by strong drink into momentary hardihood. Even 
ill the infantry, undisciplined and disorganised as it was, 
there was much spirit, though little firmness. Fits of en- 
thusiasm and fits of faintheartedness succeeded each other. 

The same battalion which at one time threw away its arms 
in a panic and shrieked for quarter, would on another oc- 
casion. fight valiantly. On the day of the Boyne the courage 
of the ill trained and ill commanded kernes had ebbed to the 
lowest point. When they had ralhed at Limerick, their 
blood was up. Patriotism, fanaticism, shame, revenge, des- 
pair, had raised them above themselves. With one voice 
officers and men insisted that the city should be defended to 
the last. At the head of those who were for resisting was 
the brave Sarsfield; and his exhortations diflRised through all 
ranks a spirit resembling his own. To save his country was 
beyond his power. All that he could do was to prolong her 
last agony through one bloody and disastrous year.J 

Tyrconnel was altogether incompetent to decide the ques- Tyreoimel 
tion on which the French and the Irish differed. The only 
military qualities that he had ever possessed were personal Limerick! 
bravery and skill in the use of the sword. These qualities 
had once enabled him to frighten away rivals from the doors 
of his mistresses, and to play the Hector at cockpits and hazard 
tables. But more was necessary to enable him to form an 
opinion as to the possibility of defending Limerick. He 
would probably, had his temper been as hot as in the days 
when he diced with Grammont and threatened to cut the 


atqiie opprobrio nimoribus, totam qua 
lata cst, Syriam ita pervasit, ut merea- 
torcs Cyprii, . . . . propter inustum 
genti dedecus, iutra domormn septa 
claiisi minqaam prodire auderent ; taiito 
eomm odio popiiliis in uniYersnm exar- 
sorat — ^Macarise Exeidium. 

* I have seen this assertion in a con- 
temporary pamphlet of -which I cannot 
recollect the title, 

VOL. III. 1 


t Story ; Dumont MS. 
i Maearise Exeidium. Boisseleau re- 
marked the ebb and how of courage 
among the Irish. I have quoted one of 
his letters to his wife. It is hut just to 
q-uote another, “ ITos Irlandois n’avoient 
jamais vu le feu ; et eela les a surpris. 
Presentement, ils sent si fdehes de n’avoir 
pas fait leur devoir que je suis bien per- 
sxxad6 qif ils feront mieux pour ravenir.” 
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CHAP, old Duke of Ormondes tliroat, have voted for rmn anj 

. risk however desperate. But 'age, pain, 'and sielmess had 

left little of the ranting, bnllying, fighting Dick Talbot of the 
Restoration. He had sunk into deep despondency. He was 
incapable of strenuous exertion. The French officers pro- 
nounced him utterly ignorant of the art of war. They had 
observed that at the Boyne he had seemed to be stupified, 
unable to give directions himself, unable even to make up 
liis mind about the suggestions which were offered by others.’^ 
The disasters which had since followed one another in rapid 
succession were not likely to restore the tone of a mind so 
pitiably unnerved. His wife was already in France with the 
little which remained of his once ample fortune : his own 
wish was to follow her thither 5 his voice was therefore given 
for abandoning the city. 

Limerick At last a compromise was made. Lauzun and Tyrconnel, 
bythelrieh French troops, retired to Galway. The great body 

alone. of the native army, about twenty thousand strong, remained 
at Limerick. The chief command there was entrusted to 
Boisseleau, who understood the character of the Irish better, 
and consequently judged them more favourably, than any of 
his countrymen. In general, the French captains spoke of 
their unfortuna^te allies with boundless contempt and abhor- .. 
rence, and thus made themselves as hateful as the English.f 
Lauzim and Tyrconnel had scarcely departed when the 
advanced guard of William^s army came in sight. Soon 
the King himself, accompanied by Auverquerque and Ginkell, 
and escorted by three hundred horse, rode forward to ex- 
amine the fortifications. The city, then the second in Ire- 
land, though less altered since Jhat time than most large 
cities iu the British isles, has undergone a great change. 
The new town did not then exist. The ground now covered 
by those smooth and broad pavements, those neat gardens, 
those stately shops flaming with red brick, and gay with 
shawls and china, was then an open meadow lying without 
the walls. The city consisted of two parts, which had been 

^ La Hogiiette, ^ 'writing to Lonvois dans toiite la Journ^e du lendemain, il 
from Limorick, 1 690, says of Tyr- parut a tout le monde dans une si grande 
eoimci : II u d'ailleiirs trop pen de eon- i^l^iiargie qu’il 4toit incapable de prendre 
noissance des choses de notre metier. II parti, quelque chose qu’on lui 

a perdu absolument la confianee des offi- pJ^opos4t.”^ 

ciers du pays, aurtout depuis le jour de t Besgrigny says of the Irish : Us 
notre d^route ; et, en effet, Monseigneur, sont toujours pr6ts de nous 4gorger par 
je me erois oblige de yous dire que d^s i’antipathie qu’ils ont pour nous. C'est 
ie moment oh les ennemis parurent sur ^ nation du monde la plus brutale, et 
l@ bord de la rivihre le premier jour, et qui alemoins d’humanite,” Aug. if. 1690. 
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designated during seyeral centuries as tlie English and tlie 
Irish town. The English town stands on an island sur- 
rounded bj the Shannon, and consists of a knot of antique 
houses with gable ends, crowding thick round a venerable 
cathediaL The aspect of the streets is such that a traveller 
who wanders through them may easily fancy himself in ISTor- 
mandy or Elanders. Not far from the cathedral, an ancient 
castle overgrown with weeds and ivy looks down on the river. 
A narrow and rapid stream, over which, in 1690, there was 
only a single bridge, divides the English town from the 
quarter anciently occupied by the hovels of the native popu- 
lation. The view from the top of the cathedral now extends 
many miles over a level expanse of rich mould, through 
which the greatest of Irish rivers winds between artificial 
banks. But in the seventeenth century those banks had not 
been constructed 5 and that wide plain, of which the grass, 
verdant even beyond the verdure of Munster, now feeds some 
of the fibiest cattle in Europe, was then almost always a 
marsh and often a lake.^ 

When it was known that the French troops had quitted 
Limerick, and that the Irish only remained, the general ex- 
pectation in the English camp was that the city would be an 
easy conquest. t Nor was that expectation unreasonable : for 
even Sarsfield desponded. One chance, in his opinion, there 
still was. William had brought with him none but small 
guns. Several large p^ces of ordnance, a great quantity of 
provisions and ammunition, and a bridge of tin boats, which in 
the watery plain of the Shannon was frequently needed, were 
slowly following from Cashel. If the guns and gunpowder 
could be intercepted and destroyed, there might he some hope. 
If not, all was lost ; and the best thing that a brave and high- 
spirited Irish gentleman could do was to forget the country 
which he had in vain tried to defend, and to seek in some*- 
foreign land a home or a grave. 

A few hours, therefore, after the English tents had been 
pitched before Limerick, Sarsfield set forth, under cover of 
the night, with a strong body of horse and dragoons. He 
took the road to Kihaloe, and crossed the Shannon there. 
During the day he lurked with his band in a wild mountain 
tract named from the silver mines which it contains. Those 
mines had many years before been worked by English pro- 

^ Story; Account of the Cities in Ire- curious old maps of Limerick in the 
land that are still possessed hy the Forces British Museum, 
of King James, 1690. There are some f Story; LumontMS. 
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prietors, with the help of engineers and labourers imported 
from tlie Continent. Bnt, in the rebellion of 1641^ the abo- 
riginal population had destroyed the works and massacred 
the workmen; nor had the devastation then committed been 
since repaired. In this desolate region Sarsfield found no 
lack of scouts or of guides ; for all the peasantry of Munster 
were zealous on his side. He learned in the evening that the 
detachment which gnarded the English artillery had halted 
for the night, seven miles from William’s camp, on a pleasant 
carpet of green tof, and under the ruined walls of an old 
castle; that officers and men seemed to think themselves 
perfectly secure; that the beasts had been turned loose to 
graze, and that even the sentinels were dozing. When it was 
dark the Irish horsemen quitted their hidingplaee, and were 
conducted by the people of the country to the spot where the 
escort lay sleeping round the guns. The surprise was com- 
plete. Some of the English sprang to their arms and made 
an attempt to resist, hut in vain. About sixty fell. One only 
was taken alive. The rest fled. The victorious Irish made 
a huge pile of waggons and pieces of cannon. Every gun was 
stuffed with powder, and fixed with its mouth in the ground; 
and the whole mass was blown up. The solitary prisoner, a 
lieutenant, was treated with great civility by Sarsfield. “ If 
I had failed in this attempt,” said the gaUant Irishman, I 
should have been off to Erance.”’^ 

InteUigenee had been carried to William’s headquarters 
that Sarsfield had stolen out of Limerick and was ranging the 
country. The King guessed the design of his brave enemy, 
and sent five hundred horse to protect the guns. Unhappily 
there was some delay, which the English, always disposed to 
believe the worst of the Dutch courtiers, attributed to the 
negligence or perverseness of Portland. At one in the niorn- 
‘ ing the detachment set out, but had scarcely left the camp 
when a blaze like lightning and a crash like thunder an- 
nounced to the wide plain of the Shannon that all was over.f 
Sarsfield had long been the favourite of his countrymen ; 
and this most seasonable exploit, judiciouslyplanned and vigor- 
ously executed, raised him still higher in their estimation. 
Their spirits rose; and the besiegers began to lose heart. 
William did his best to repair his loss. Two of the guns 
which had been blown up were found to be still serviceable. 
Two more were sent for from Waterford. Batteries were con- 


... 
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* StxJiyj JaniftS, ii. 416.; Burnet, ii. 58.; Dumont M>S. 
: - f Story ; Dumont MS. 
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stracted of small field pieces, wHch., thougli tliey migM have 
been -useless against one of the fortresses of Hainault or 
Brabant, made some impression on the feeble defences of 
Limerick. Several outworks were carried by storm ; and a 
breach in the rampart of the city began to appear. 

During these operations, the English army was astonished 
and amused by an incident, which produced indeed no very 
important consequences, but which illustrates in the most 
striking maimer the real nature of Irish Jacobitism. In the 
first ranl^. of those great Celtic houses, which, down to the 
close of the reign of Elizabeth, bore rule in TJlster, were the 
O’Donnels. The head of that house had yielded to the skill 
and energy of Mountjoy, had kissed the hand of James the 
First, and had consented to exchange the rude independence 
of a petty prince for an eminently honourable place among 
British subjects. During a short time the vanquished chief 
held the rank of an Earl, and was the landlord of an immense 
domain of which he had once been the sovereign. But soon 
he began to suspect the government of plotting against him, 
and, in revenge or in selfdefence, plotted against the govern- 
ment. His schemes failed : he fled to the Continent : his title 
and his estates were forfeited ; and an Anglosaxon colony 
was planted in the territory which he had governed. He 
meanwhile took refuge at the court of Spain. Between that 
court and the aboriginallrishthere had, d-uring the long con- 
test between Philip and Elizabeth, been a close connection. 
The exiled chieftain was welcomed at Madrid as a good 
Catholic flying from heretical persecutors. His illustrious de- 
scent and princely dignity, which to the Enghsh were subjects 
of ridicule, secured to him the respect of the Castilian grandees. 
His honours were inherited by a succession of banished men 
who lived and died far from the land where the memory of 
their family was fondly cherished by a rude peasantry, and 
wm kept fresh by the songs of minstrels and the tales of 
begging friars. At length, in the eighty-third year of the 
exile of this ancient dynasty, it was kno-wn over all Europe 
that the Irish were again in arms for their independence. 
Baldearg O’Donnel, who called himself the O’Donnel, a title 
fer prouder, in the estimation of his race, than any marquisate 
or dukedom, had been bred in Spain, and was in the service 
of the Spanish government. He requested the permission of 
that government to repair to Ireland; but the House of 
Austria was now closely leagued with England ; and the per- 
mission was refused. The O’Doimel made his escape, and by 
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CHAP. a. circtiitous route, in tlie course of wMcli lie visited Turkey, 
^xvi. arrived at Kinsale a few days after James kad sailed tkence 
for France. The effect produced on the native population by 
the arrival of this solitary wanderer was marvellous. Since 
Ulster had been reconquered by the Inglishry, great multi- 
tades of the Irish inhabitants of that province had migrated 
southward, and were now leading a vagrant life in Connaught 
and Mtmster. These men, accustomed from their infancy to 
hear of the good old times, when the O’Donnel, solemnly in- 
augurated on the rock of EUmacrenan by the successor of 
Safnt Colunib, governed the mountains of Donegal in defiance 
of the strangers of the pale, flocked to the standard of the 
restored exile. He was soon at the head of seven or eight 
thousand Bapparees, or, to use the name peculiar to Ulster, 
Creaghts ; and his followers adhered to him with a loyalty 
very different from the languid sentiment which the Saxon 
James had been able to inspire. Priests and even Bishops 
swelled the train of the adventurer. He was so much elated 
by his reception that he sent agents to France, who assured 
the ministers of Lewis that the O’Donnel would, if famished 
with arms and ammunition, bring into the field thirty thou- 
sand Celts from Ulster, and that the Celts of Ulster would be 
found far superior in every military quahty to those of Lein- 
ster, Munster, and Connaught. Ho expression used by Bal- 
dearg indicated that he considered himself as a subject. His 
notion evidently was that the House of O’Donnel was as 
truly and as indefeasibly royal as the House of Stuart ; and 
not a few of his countrymen were of the same mind. He 
made a pompous entrance into Limerick ; and his appearance 
there raised the hopes of the garrison to a strange pitch. 
Numerous prophecies were recollected or invented. An 
O’Donnel with a red mark was to be the deliverer of his 
country; and Baldearg meant a red mark. An O’Donnel 
was to gain a great battle over the English near Limerick ; 
and at Limerick the O’Donnel and the English were now 
brought face to face.* 

The bo- "While these predictions were eagerly repeated by the de- 
sitffcr from presages, grounded, not on barbarous 

• the rains, oracles, but on grave military reasons, began to disturb 

* Se© the account of the O’Donnels in See also Story’s Impartial History; Ma- 
Sir William Betham^s Irish Antiquarian carise Bxcidium, and Mr. O’Callaghan’s 
It is strange that he makes note ; Life of James, ii. 434. ; the Letter 
no mention of Baldearg, “whose appear- of O’Bonnel to Avanx, and the Memorial 
ance in Ireland is the most extraomhmry entitled, Memoire donn^e par nn h omme 
mtmt in the ^ "tlas taw. Ooihie O’Lonnel 4 M. L’Ayaiix.” 
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William and Ms most experienced officers. The blow struck 
bj Sarsfield had told : the artillery had been long in doing 
its work: that work was even now very imperfectly done ; 
the stock of powder had begun to run low: the autumnal 
rain had begun to fall. The soldiers in the trenches were up 
to their knees in mire. No precaution was neglected : but, 
•though drains were dug to carry off the water, and though 
pewter basins of usquebaugh and brandy blazed all night in 
the tents, cases of fever had already occurred 5 and it might 
well be apprehended that, if the army remained but a few 
days longer on that swampy soil, there would be a pestilence 
more terrible than that which had raged twelve months before 
under the walls of Dundalb.t A council of war was held. 
It was determined to make one great effort, and, if that effort 
ffiiled, to raise the siege. 

On the twenty-seventh of August, at three in the afternoon, 
the signal was given. Five hundred grenadiers rushed from 
the English trenches to the counterscarp, fired their pieces 
and threw their grenades. The Irish fled into the town, and 
were followed by the assailants, who, in the excitement of 
victory, did not wait for orders. Then began a terrible street 
fight. The Irish, as soon as they had recovered from their 
surprise, stood resolutely to their arms? and the English 
grenadiers, overwhelmed by numbers, were, with great loss, 
driven back to the counterscarp. There the struggle was 
long and desperate. When indeed was the Eoman Catholic 
Celt to fight if he did not fight on that day? The very 
women of Limerick mingled in the combat, stood firmly 
under the hottest fire, and flung stones and broken bottles at 
the enemy. In the moment when the conflict was fiercest a 
mine exploded, and hurled a fine German battalion into the 
air. During four hours the carnage and uproar continued. 
The tMck cloud wMch rose from the breach streamed out on 
the wind for many miles,- and disappeared behind the hills of 
Clare. Late in the evening the besiegers retired slowly and 
sullenly to their camp. Their hope was that a second attack 
would be made on the morrow 5 and the soldiers vowed to 
have the town or die. But the powder was now almost ex- 
hausted; the rain feU in torrents : the gloomy masses of 
cloud which came up from the south west threatened a havoc 

^ The reader will remember Corporal lie was constantly listening to the talk 
Trim’s explanation of radical beat and of old soldiers wbo had served under 
radical moisture. Sterne is an authority Bing William, and has used their stories 
not to be despised on these subjects, like a man of true genius. 

His boyhood was passed in barracks ; 
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more terrible tban that of the sword; and there was reason 
to fear that the roads, which 'were already deep in mud, 
woxdd soon be in such a state that no wheeled carriage coidd 
be dragged through them. The King determined^ to raise 
tlie siege, and to move his troops to a healthier region. He 
had in truth staid long enough : for it was with great diffi- 
culty that his guns and waggons were tugged away by long ■ 
teams of oxen.* 

The history of the first siege of Limerick bears, in some 
respects, a remarkable analogy to the history of the siege of 
Londonderry. The southern city was, like the northern city, 
the last asylum of a Church and of a nation. Both places 
were crowded by fugitives from all parts of Ireland. Both 
places appeared to men who had made a regular study of the 
art of war incapable of resisting an enemy. Both were, in 
the moment of extreme danger, abandoned by those com- 
manders who should have defended them. Lauzun and 
Tyrconnel deserted Limerick as Cunningham and Lundy had 
deserted Londonderry. In both cases, religious and patriotic 
enthusiasm struggled unassisted against great odds ; and, in 
both cases, religious and patriotic enthusiasm did what veteran 
warriors had pronounced it absurd to attempt. 

It was with no pleasurable emotions that Lauzun and 
Tvrconnel learned at Galway the fortunate issue of the con- 
flict in which they had refused to take a part. They were 
w'eary of Ireland : they were apprehensive that their conduct 
might be unfavourably represented in France : they therefore 
determined to be beforehand with their accusers, and took 
ship togkher for the Contment. 

Tyrconnel, before he departed, delegated his civil authority 
to one council, and his military authority to another. The 
young Duke of Berwick was declared Commander in Chief : 
but this dignity was merely nominal. Sarsfield, undoubtedly 
the first of Irish soldiers, was placed last in the list of the 


^ Story; William to Waldeck, Sept. 
22. 1690; London G-azette, Sept. 4. 
Ber\Tick asserts that when the siege 
was raised not a drop of rain had fallen 
during a month, that none fell during 
the following three weeks, and that Wil- 
liam pretended that the weather was wet 
merely to hide the shame of his defeat. 
Story, who was on the spot, says, ** It 
was doudy all about, and rained very 
fast, so that every body began to dread 
the conseq[uences of it;” and again, 


“ The rain which had already fallen had 
softened the ways. . . . This was one 
main reason for raising the siege: for, 
if W6 had not, granting the weather to 
continue bad, we must either have taken 
the town, or of necessity have lost our 
cannon.” Dumont, another eyewitness, 
says that before the siege was raised 
the rains had been most violent; that 
the Shannon was swollen; that the earth 
was soaked; that the horses could not 
keep their feet. 
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coTincillors to whom the conduct of the war was entrusted ; 
and some believed that he would not have been in the list at 
allj had not the Viceroy feared that the omission of so popular 
a name might produce a mutiny. 

William meanwhile proceeded to Waterford, and sailed 
thence for England. Before he embari:ed> he entrusted the 
government of Ireland to three Lords Justices. Henry 
Sidney, now Viscount Sidney, stood first in the commission ; 
and with him were joined Ooningsby and Sir Charles Porter. 
Porter had formerly held the Great Seal of the kingdom, 
had, merely because he was a Protestant, been deprived of it 
by James, and had now received it again from the hand of 
William. 

On the sixth of September the King, after a voyage of 
twenty-four hours, landed at Bristol. Thence he travelled to 
London, stopping by the road at the mansions of some great 
lords; and it was remarked that all those who were thus 
honoured were Tories. He was entertained one day at Bad- 
minton by the Duke of Beaufort, who was supposed to have 
brought himself with great difficulty to take the oaths, and 
on a subsequent day at a large house near Marlborough, 

, which, in our own time, before the great revolution produced 
by railways, was renowned as one of the best inns in Eng- 
land, but which, in the seventeenth century, was a seat of 
the Duke of Somerset. WiUiam was everywhere received 
with marks of respect and joy. His campaign indeed had 
not ended quite so prosperously as it had begun : but on the 
whole his success had been great beyond expectation, and 
had fully vindicated the wisdom of his resolution to cozn- 
mand his army in person. The sack of Teignmouth too was 
fresh in the minds of Englishmen, and had for a time recon- 
ciled all but the most fanatical Jacobites to each other and to 
the throne. The magistracy and clergy of the capital re- 
paired to Kensington with thanks and congratulations. The 
people rang bells and kindled bonfires. For the Pope, whom 
good Protestants had been accustomed to immolate, the 
French King was on this occasion substituted, probably by 
way of retaliation for the insults which had been offered to 
the effigy of William by the Parisian populace. A waxen 
figure, which was doubtless a hideous caricature of the most 
graceful and majestic of princes, was dragged about West- 
minster in a chariot. Above was inscribed, in large letters, 
Lewis the greatest tyrant of fourteen.’’ After the proces- 
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sioii, tlie image was committed to tlie flames^ amidst loud 
liuzzas, ill tlie middle of Covent Garden.* 

■WTien William arrived in London^ tlie expedition destined 
for Oort was ready to sale from Portsmoutli; and Marl- 
l)orougli liad been some time on board waiting for a fair 
wind. He was accompanied by Grafton. This young man 
had been, immediately after the departure of James, and 
while the throne was still vacant, named by William Colonel 
of the First Eegiment of Foot Guards. The Eevolution had 
scarcely been consummated, when signs of disaffection hegan 
to appear in that regiment, the most important, both because 
of its peculiar duties and because of its numerical strength, 
of all the regiments in the army. It was thought that the 
Colonel had not put this bad spirit down with a sufficiently 
firm hand. He was known not to he perfectly satisfied with 
the new arrangement 5 he had voted for a Eegency ; and it 
was rumoured, perhaps without reason, that he had dealings 
with Saint Germains. The honourable and lucrative com- 
mand to which he had just been appointed was taken from 
him.f Though severely mortified, he behaved like a man of 
sense and spirit. Bent on proving that he had been wrong- 
fully suspected, and animated by an honourable ambition to 
distinguish himself in his profession, he obtained permission 
to serve as a volunteer under Marlborough in Ireland. 

At length, on the eighteenth of September, the wind 
changed. The fleet stood out to sea, and, on the twenty- 
first, appeared before the harbour of Cork. The troops 
landed, and were speedily joined by the Duke of Wurtem- 
berg, with several regiments, Dutch, Danish, and French, 
detached from the army which had lately besieged Limerick. 
The Duke immediately put forward a claim which, if the 
English general had not been a man of excellent judgment 
and temper, might have been fatal to the expedition. His 
Highness contended that, as a prince of a sovereign house, 
he was entitled to command la chief. Marlborough calmly 
and politely showed that the pretence was unreasonable, A 
dispute followed, in which it is said that the German behaved 
with rudeness, and the Englishman with that gentle firmness 
to which, more perhaps than even to his great abilities, he 
owed his success in life. At length a Huguenot officer sug- 


^ London Gazette, September II. tMsniglit. 

1600 ; Harcissns Lnttreli’s Diary. I f Van Citters to the States General, 
ba^e seen a contemporaiy engraving March |f. 1689. 
of Covent Gaiden as it appeared on 


>S, 










WILLIAM AND MABY. 


331 


gested a compromise. Marlborough consented to waive part char 
of his rights, and to allow precedence to the Duke on the 
alternate days. The first morning on which Marlborough 
^ had the command, he gave the word Wnrtemberg.’’ The 
Bute’s heart was won by this compliment; and on the next 
day he gave the word Marlborongh.’^ 

But, whoever might give the word, genius asserted its Marl- 
indefeasible superiority. Marlborough was on every day the 
real general. Cork was vigorously attacked. Outwork after 
outwork was rapidly carried. In forty-eight hours all was 
over. The traces of the short struggle may still be seen. 

The old fort, where the Irish made the hardest fight, lies in 
ruins. The Doric Cathedral, so ungracefully joined to the 
ancient tower, stands on the site of a Grothic edifice which 
was shattered by the English cannon* In the neighbouring 
churchyard is stiU shown the spot where stood, during many 
ages, one of those round towers which have perplexed anti- 
quaries. This venerable monument shared the fate of the 
neighbouring church. On another spot, which is now called 
the Mall, and is lined by the stately houses of banting com- 
panies, railway companies, and insurance companies, but 
which was then a bog known by the name of the Eape 
Marsh, four English regiments, up to the shoulders in water, 
advanced gallantly to the assault. Grafton, ever foremost in 
danger, while struggling through the quagmire, was struck 
by a shot from the ramparts, and was carried back dying. 

The place whei’c he fell, then about a hundred yards without 
the City, but now situated in the very centre of business and 
population, is still called Grafton Street. The assailants had 
made their way through the swamp, and the close fighting 
was just about to begin, when a parley was beaten. Articles 
of capitulation were speedily adjusted. The garrison, between 
" four and five thousand %hting men, became prisoners. 
Marlborough promised to intercede with the King both for 
them and for the inhabitants, and to prevent outrage and 
spoliation. His troops he succeeded in restraining: but 
crowds of sailors and camp followers came into the city 
through the breach ; and the houses of many Eoman Catho- 
lics were sacked before order was restored. 

Ko commander has ever understood better than Marl- Marl- 
borough how to improve a victory. 'A few hours after 
Cork had fallen, Ms cavalry were on the road to Kinsale. ibnsale. 
A trumpeter was sent to summon the place. Tlie Irish 
threatened to hang him for bringing such a message, set fire 
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CHAP, to tiie town, and retired into two forts called the Old and the 
- New. The English horse arrived just in time to extinguish 
the flames. Marlborough speedily followed with his infantry. 
The Old Eort was scaled; and four hundred and fifty men 
who defended it were Mlled or taken. The New Eort it was 


Aifaiw of 
Scc^feland. 


necessary to attack in a more methodical way. Batteries were 
planted : trenches were opened : mines were sprung : in t few 
days the besiegers were masters of the counterscarp : and all 
was ready for storming, when the governor offered to capitu- 
late, The garrison, twelve hundred strong, was suffered to re- 
tire to Limerick ; but the conquerors took possession of the 
stores, which were of considerable value. Of all the Irish 
ports Kinsale was the best situated for intercourse with Er ance. 

Here, therefore, was a plenty unknown in any other part of ^ 
Munster. At Limerick bread and wine were luxuries which " "" 
generals and privy councillors were not always able to procure. 

But in the New Fort of Kinsale Marlborough found a thou- 
sand barrels of wheat and eighty pipes of claret. 

His success had been complete and rapid : and indeed, had 
it not been rapid, it would not have been complete. His | 

campaign, short as it was, had been long enough to allow i 

time for the deadly work which, in that age, the moist earth j 

and air of Ireland seldom failed, in the autumnal season, to 
perform on English soldiers. The malady which had thinned 
the ranks of Schomherg’s army at Dundalk, and which had | 
compelled William to make a hasty retreat from the estuary : 
of the Shannon, had begun to appear at Kinsale. Quick and i 
vigorous as Marlborough’s operations were, he lost a much 
greater number of men by disease than by the fire of the 
enemy. He presented himself at Kensington only five weeks 
after he had sailed from Portsmouth, and was most graciously 
received. No officer living,” said William, “ who has seen ^ 
so little service as my Lord Marlborough, is so fit for great 
commands.”*^ 

In Scotland, as in Ireland, the aspect of things had, during f 
this memorable summer, changed greatly for the better. The ’ 


Club of discontented Whigs which had, in the preceding year, 
ruled the Parliament, browbeaten the ministers, refused the 
supplies and stopped the signet, had sunk under general con- 
tempt, and had at length ceased to exist. There was har- 

* As to Marlborough's expedition, Mercury for Nov. 1690; History of 
gee Story’s Impartial History; the Life King William, 1702; Burnet, ii. 60.; 
of James, ii. 419,420.; London Gazette* the Life of Joseph Pike, a Quaker of 
Oet. 6. 13. 16. 27. 30. 1690 ; Monthly Cork. 
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contest between two forms ef ecclesiastical government had . ^ 

I been terminated in the only way compatible with the peace 
I and prosperity of the country. 

This happy turn in affairs is to be chiefly ascribed to the Intrigues 
errors of the perfidious, turbulent and revengeful Montgo- 
mery. Some weeks after the close of that session during mththe 
which he had exercised a boundless authority over the Scottish Jacobites, 
Parliament, he went to London with his two principal con- 
federates, the Earl of Annandale and the Lord Boss. The 
three had an audience of William, and presented to him a 
manifesto setting forth what they demanded for the public. 

, They would very soon have changed their tone if he would 
' have granted what they demanded for themselves. But he 
V * resented their conduct deeply, and was determined not to pay 
them for annoying him. The reception which he gave them 
convinced them that they had no favour to expect. Mont- 
gomery’s passions were fierce : his wants were pressing : he 
I was miserably poor ; and, if he could not speedily force him- 
self into a lucrative office, he would be in danger of rotting 
in a gaol. Since his services were not likely to be bought by 
William, they must be offered to James. A broker was easily 
found. Montgomery was an old acquaintance of Ferguson. 

The two traitors soon understood each other. They were 
kindred spirits, differing widely in intellectual power, but 
equally vain, restless, false, and malevolent. Montgomery 
was introduced to Neville Pajme, one of the most adroit and 
resolute agents of the exiled family. Payne had been long 
well known about town as a dabbler in poetry and polities. 

He had been an intimate friend of the indiscreet and unfor- 
tunate Coleman, and had been committed to Newgate as an 
- ^ . accomplice in the Popish plot. His moral character had not 
stood high : but he soon had an opportunity of proving that 
he possessed courage and fidelity worthy of a better cause than 
that of James, and of a better associate than Montgomery. 

The negotiation speedily ended in a treaty of alliance. 

Payne confidently promised Montgomery, not merely par- 
don, but riches, power, and dignity. Montgomery as con- 
fidently undertook to induce the Parliament of Scotland to 
recall the rightful King. Boss and Annandale readily agTeed 
to whatever their able and' active colleague proposed. Anad- 
venturer, who was sometimes called Simpson and sometimes 
Jones, who was perfectly willing to serve or to betray any 
government for hire, and who received wages at once from 
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Portland and from Neville Pa 3 nae/ iindertook ^ carry the 
offers of the Club to James, Montgomery and his two noble 
accomplices retnrned to Edinburgh, and there proceeded to 
form a coalition with their old enemies, the defenders of 
prelacy and of arbitrary power."^ 

The two extreme Scottish factions, one hostile to all 
' liberty, the other impatient of all government, flattered them- 
selves during a short time with hopes that the civil war would 
break out in the Highlands with redonbied fnry. But those 
hopes were disappointed. In the springof 1690 an officer 
named Buchan arrived in Lochaber from Ireland, He bore a 
commission which appointed him general in chief of all the 
forces which were, in arms for King James throughout the 
kingdom of Scotland, Cannon, who had, since the death of 
Dundee, held the first post, and had proved himself unfit for 
it, became second in command. Little however was gained 
by the change. It was no easy matter to induce the G-aelic 
priaces to renew the war. Indeed, but for the influence and 
eloquence of Lochiel, not a sword would have been drawn in 
the cause of the House of Stuart. He, with some difficulty, 
persuaded the chieftains, who had, in the preceding year, 
fought at Killiecrankie, to come to a resolution that, before 
the end of the summer, they would muster all their followers 
and march into the Lowlands. In the meantime twelve 
hundred mountaineers of different tribes were placed under 
the orders of Buchan, who undertook, with this force, to 
keep the English garrison in constant alarm by feints and 
incursions, till the season for more important operations 
should arrive. He accordingly marched into Strathspey, 
But all his plans were speedily disconcerted by the boldness 
and dexterity of Sir Thomas Livingstone, who held Inverness 
for King William. Livingstone, guided and assisted by the 
Grants, who were firmly attached to the new government, 
came, with a strong body of cavalry and dragoons, by forced 
marches and through arduous defiles, to the place where the 
Jacobites had taken up their quarters. He reached the camp 
fires at dead of night. The first alarm was given by the rush 
of the horses over the terrified sentinels into the midst of the 
crowd of Celts who lay sleeping in their plaids. Buchan 
escaped bareheaded and without his sword. Gannon ran 
away in his shirt. The conquerors lost not a man. Four 

* Balcarras ; Annendale’s Confession Modest Inciniry into the Cause of the 
in the Leven and Melville Papers ; Bur- present Disasters, 1690. 
neti ii W. As to 
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hundred Highlanders were killed or taken. The rest fled CHAR 
to their hills and mists,* . ^ 

This event put an end to all thoughts of civil war. The 
gathering which had been planned for the smniner never took 
place. Lochielj even if he had been wining^ was not able to 
sustain any longer the falling cause. He had been laid on 
his bed by a mishap which would alone suffice to show how 
little could be effected by a confederacy of the petty kings of 
the mountains. At a consultation of the Jacobite leaders^ a 
gentleman from the Lowlands spoke with severity of those 
sycophants who had changed their religion to curry favour 
with King James, Grlengarry was one of those people who 
think it dignified to suppose that everybody is always insulting 
them. He took it into his head that some allusion to himself 
was meant. I am as good a Protestant as you ;^’ he cried, 
and added a word not to be patiently borne by a man of 
spirit. In a moment both swords were out. Lochiel thrust 
himself between the combatants, and, while forcing them 
asunder, received a wound which was at first believed to be 
mortal.t 

So effectually had the spirit of the disaffected clans been Port Wii- 
cowed that Mackay marched unresisted from Perth into 
Lochaber, fixed his headquarters at Liverlochy, and pro- 
ceeded to execute his ffivourite design of erecting at that 
place a fortress which might overawe the mutinons Camerons 
and Macdonalds. In a few days the walls were raised : the 
ditches were sunk : the palisades were fixed : demiculverms 
from a ship of war were ranged along the parapets ; and the 
general departed, leaving an officer named Hill in com- 
mand of a sufficient garrison. Within the defences there 
was no want of oatmeal, red herrings, and beef; and there 
was rather a superabundance of brandy. The new strong- 
hold, which, hastily and rudely as it had been constructed, 
seemed doubtless to the people of the neighbourhood the 
most stupendous work that power and science united had 
ever produced, was named Port William in honour of the 
King.J 

By this time the Scottish Parliament had reassembled at ireeting of 

the Scot- 

* Balearras; Mackay’s Memoirs; Hamilton of Jtme 20. and 24. 1690; tisli Par- 
History of the late He volution in Seot- Golonei Hill to Melville, July 10. S6. ; liamerit. 
land, 1690 ; I^ivingstone’s Report, dated London Oiizette, July 17. 21. As to In- 
May 1, ; London thwette, May 12. 1690. verloehy, seeamon^ the Cullodon papers, 
t History of the late Revolution in a Plan for preserving the Peace of the 
Scotland, 1690. Highlands, drawn up, at this time, by 

t Mackay’s Memoirs and Letters to the father of President Forhos. 
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CHAP. EdinburgJi. William had foxiiid it no easj; matter to decide 
. what course should he taken with that capricious and unruly 
body. The English Commons had sometimes put him out of 
temper. Yet they had granted him millions, and had never 
asked from hirn such concessions as had been imperiously de- 
manded by the Scottish legislature, which could give him little 
and had given him nothing. The English statesmen with 
whom he had to deal did not generally stand or deserve to stand 
high in his esteem. Yet few of them were so utterly false 
and shameless as the leading Scottish politicians. Hamilton 
was, in morality and honour, rather above than below his 
fellows; and even Hamilton was fioHe, false, and greedy. “ I 
wish to heaven,” William was once provoked into exclaiming, 
“ that Scotland were a thousand miles off, and that the Duke 
of Hamilton were King of it. Then I should be rid of them, 
both.” 






Melville After much, deliberation, William determined to send 
Comims^^ Melville down to Edinburgh as Lord High Commissioner, 
sionei*. Melville was not a great statesman: he was not a great 
orator : he did not look or move like the representative of 
royalty : his character was not of more than standard pnrity ; 
and the standard of purity among Scottish senators was not 
high: but he was by no means deficient in prudence or 
temper ; and he succeeded, on the whole, better than a man 
of much higher qualities might have done. 

The go- During the first days of the Session, the friends of the 
vernment government desponded, and the chiefs of the opposition were 
majority, sanguine. Montgomery’s head, though by no means a weal?: 
one, had been turned by the triumphs of the preceding year. 
He believed that his intrigues and his rhetoric had completely 
subjugated the Estates. It seemed to him impossible that, 
having exercised a boundless empire in the Parliament House 
when the Jacobites were absent, he should be defeated when 



they were present, and ready to support whatever he pi’o- 
posed. He had not indeed found it easy to prevail on them 
to attend : for they could not; take their seats without taking 
the oaths. A few of them had some slight scruple of con- 
science about forswearing themselves 5 and many, who did 
not know what a scruple of conscience meant, were appre- 
hensive that they might offend the rightful King by vowing 
fealty to the actual King. Some Lords, however, who were 
supposed to be in the confidence of James, asserted that, to 
their knowledge, he wished his friends to perjure themselves; 
and this assertion induced most of the Jacobites, w.ith Bal- 
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caiTas at tlieir head, to be gniltj of perfidy aggrarated by 
impiety 

It soon appeared;, liowever, that Montgomery’s faction, even 
with tbis reinforcement, was no longer a majority of tbe legis- 
-r^latnre. For every supporter that be bad gained be bad lost 
two. He bad committed an error wbicb bas more tbaii once, 
in British bistoiy, been fatal to great parliamentary leaders. 
He bad imagined that, as soon as be cbose to coalesce with 
those to whom be bad recently been opposed, all bis followers 
would imitate bis example. He soon found that it was much 
easier to inflame animosities than to appease them. Tlie 
great body of Whigs and Presbyterians shrank from the 
fellowsbip of the Jacobites. Some wavex^ers were purchased 
by tbe government ; nor was the purchase expensive; for a 
sum which would hardly be missed in tbe English treasury 
was immense in tbe estimation of tbe needy barons of tbe 
Hortb.t Thus tbe scale was turned; and, in tbe Scottish 
Parliaments of that age, the turn of the scale was every™ 
thing : the tendency of majorities was almost always to 
increase, the tendency of minorities to diminish. 

The first question on which a vote was taken related to the 
election for a borough. The ministers carried their point by 
.uL^six voices.J In an instant everything was changed: the 
spel was broken : the Club, from being a bugbear, became a 
laughingstock : the timid and the venal passed over in crowds 
^ from the weaker to the stronger side. It was in vain that 
the opposition attempted to revive the disputes of the pre- 
ceding year. The King had wisely authorised MelviUe to 
give up the Committee of Axrticles. The Estates, on tlie other 
band, showed no disposition to pass another Act of Incapaci- 
tation, to censure the government for opening the Couits of 
Justice, or to question the right of the Sovereign to name 
^the Judges. An extraordmary supply was voted, small, ac- 
cording to the notions of English financiers, but large for 
the means of Scotland. The sum granted was a hundx^ed 
and sixty-two thousand pounds sterling, to be raised in the 
course of four years. § ■ • 

The Jacobites, who found that they bad forswoxm them- 
selves to no purpose, sate, bowed down by shame and writh- 
ing with vexation, while Montgomery, who had deceived 
himself and them, and who, in his rage, ' had utterly lost, not 


^ Balcarras. 

f See the instructions to the Lord 
HigL Commissioner in the Leven and 
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indeed Ms parts tod Mb and self- 

, command, scolded like a waterman on tlxe Tliames„ and was 
answered with equal asperity and even more tliaii equal 
aMlity by Sir Jolm Balrymple.* • 

Tb.e most important Acts of tHs Session were those wHcIi 
fixed the ecclesiastical constitution of Scotland. By tlie 
Claim of Eight it had been declared that the authority of 
Bishops was an insupportable grievance ; and William, by 
accepting the Crown, had bound himself not to uphold an 
institution condemned by the very instrument on w-hich his 
title to the Crown depended. But the claim of Eight had 
not defined the form of Church government which was to 
be substituted for episcopacy; and, during the stormy Session 
held in^ the summer of 1689, the violence of the Club had 
made legislation impossible. During many months therefore 
everything had been in confusion. One polity had been pulled 
down ; and no other polity had been set up. In the W esterii 
Lowlands, the beneficed clergy had been so effectually rabbled, 
that scarcely one of them had remained at his post. In 
Berwickshire, the three Lothians and Stirlingshire, most of 
the curates had been removed by the Privy Council for not 
obeying that vote of the Convention which had directed all 
ministers of parishes, on pain of deprivation, to proclaim 
William and Mary King and Queen of Scotland, 
throughout a great part of the realm, there was no public 
worship, except what was performed by Presbyterian divines, 
who sometimes officiated in tents, and sometimes, without 
any legal right, took possession of the churches. But there 
were large districts, especially on the north of the Tay, where 
the people had no strong feeling against episcopacy ; and 
there were many priests who were not disposed to lose their 
manses and stipends for the sake of King James. Hundreds >| 
of the old curates, therefore, having been neither hunted by 
the populace nor deposed by the Council, still continued to 
exercise their spiritual functions. Every minister was, dur- 
ing this time of transition, free to conduct the service and to 
administer the sacraments as he thought fit. There was no 
confrolling authority. The legislature had taken away the 
jurisdiction of Bishops, and had not established the juris- 
diction of Synods.f 

To put an end to this anarchy was one of the first duties 
of the Parliament. Melville had, with the powerful assist- 


^ Balcams. 

t FaitliM Contending^ Bi^kyedj 


Case of the present Afflicted Episcopal 
Clergy in Scotland, 1690. 
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aiice of CarstairSj obtained from the. Kingy in spite of the 
renionstrances of English statesmen, , and .dmnes, authority 
to assent to such ecclesiastical ar!ran.geinents as 'might satisfy 
the Scottish nation- One of the first ■ laws which the Lord 
.-l^ -Conimissioiier touched with the sceptre repealed the Act of 
Supremacy* He next gave the royal assent to a law en- 
acting that the Presbyterian divines' who had been pastors 
■ of parishes in the days of ^ the 'Govenant, .and had, .after . the 
, Restoration, been ejected for refnsmg to acknowledge epis- 
copal authority, should be restored- The mimber of those 
pastors had originally been about three hundred aaid fifty: 
but not more than sixty were still living-^ 

The Estates then, proceeded to fix the ■ national creed. The 
Confession of Eaith drawn up by the -ABsembly of Divines at 
Westminster, the Longer and ■■ Shorter ..-CatecMsin, and the 
Directory, were con.siciered by every good 'Presbyterian oa the 
standards of orthodoxy ; and it was hoped that the legislature 
would recognise them as such. t : This hope, however, wus in 
part disappointed. The Confession was read .at length, a, midst 
much yawning, and adopted without alteration. But, when 
it was proposed that the. Catechisms, and the Directory should 
be .taken into consideration, the ill humour of the . .audience 
, , broke forth into iniiniiiirs. For that, love of long sermons^ 
^^rhieh was strong in tih.e Scottish commonalty was not shared 
by the Scottish aristocracy. The Parliament had already 
been listening during three houns. to .dry theology, and was- 
not inclined to hear anything more about original sin and.', 
election. The Duke of Hamilton said that the Estates had ' 
already done all that was essential.' , They had given their, 
sanction to a digest of the great principles of Christianity, 
The rest might well be left to the Church. ■ The we,ary 
^ majority eagerly assented, in spite of 'the muttering of some 
"^‘yoalouB Presbyterian ministers who had , been admitted to, 
hear the debate, and who could sometimes hardly restrain 
themselves from taking paid in it. J : 

The memorable law which fixed the. ecclesiastical constitu- 
tion of Scotland was brought in by the ■ Earl of Sutherland, ^ 
By this law the synodical polity was re-established. The rule 
of the Church was entrusted to the';- sixty ejected ministers 


^ Act. Pari. April 25. 1690. 
t See liio Hurriblo Address of tho 
Presbyterian Ministers and Professors 
of the Chnrcli of Scotland to His Grace 
His Majesty’s High Commissioner and 
to the Eight ITonourahle tlio Estates 


of Parliament. 

■ t. See '.'the 'Aeconiit of the late Es- 
tablishment of Presbyterian Govern- 
ment by the Parliament of Beothind, 
Anno 1690. This is an EpiRco|»aliaii 
narrative.: . A.ct. Pari. May 26. 36&0. 
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who had just been restored, and to such, other persons, 

. whether ministers or elders, as the Sixty should think fit to 
admit to a participation of power. The Sixty and their 
nominees were authorised to visit all the parishes in the 
kingdom, and to turn out all ministers who were deficient in 
abilities, scandalous in morals, or unsound in faith. Those 
parishes which had, during the interregnum, been deserted 
by their pastors, or, in plain words, those parishes of which 
the pastors had been rabbled, were declared vacant,'^ 

"~To the clause which reestablished synodical government 
no serious opposition appears to have been made. But three 
days were spent in discussing the question whether the ^ 
Sovereign should have power to convoke and to dissolve I 

ecclesiastical assemblies; and the point was at last left in I 

dangerous ambiguity. Some other clauses were long and>^ I 
vehemently debated. It was said that the immense power ^ 
given to the Sixty was incompatible with the fundamental 
principle of the polity which the Estates were about to set 
up. That principle was that all presbyters were equal, and 
that there ought to be no order of ministers of rehgion 
superior to the order of presbyters. What did it matter 
whether the Sixty were called prelates or not, if they were 
to lord it with more than prelatieal authority over God’s , 
heritage 9 To the argument that the proposed arrangemenif^^ 
was, in the very peculiar circumstances of the Church, the 
most convenient that could be made, the objectors replied 
that such reasoning might suit the mouth of an Erastian, 
but that aU orthodox Presbyterians held the parity of 
ministers to be ordained by Christ, and that, where Christ 
hM spoken, Christians were not at liberty to consider what 
was convenienkt 

With much greater warmth and much stronger reason, the 
minority attacked the danse which sanctioned the lawless f^ 
acts of the Western fanatics. Surely, it was said, a rabbled 
curate might well be left to the severe scrutiny of the sixty 
Inquisitors. If he was deficient in parts or learning, if he 
was loose in life, if he was heterodox in doctrine, those stem 
judges would not fail to detect and to depose him. They 
would probably think a game at bowls, a prayer borrowed 
from the English Liturgy, or a sermon in which the slightest 
taint of Arminianism could be discovered, a sufficient reason 


^ Act. farl. June 7. 1690. Letter from a Person in Edinbnrgli to 

t An Historical Bektion of the late his friend in T;ondon. London licensed 
Presbyterian General Assembly in a April 20. 1691, 
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for pronoTinciiig liis benefice Tacant, ■ Was it not inonstrons, 
after constituting a tribunal from wHcb be could scarcely 
liope for bare justice, to condemn, bim.- without allowing 
„A-I^*”bim to appear even before tbat ' tribimalj to condemn Bim 
witbont a trial, to condemn bim witbout an accusation? 
Bid ever any grave senate, since tbe beginning of tbe world, 
treat a man as a crbninal merely because be bad been robbed, 
pelted, bustled, dragged tbrougb snow and mire, and threat- 
ened with death if be returned to tbe bouse wHch was bis by 
law ? Tlie Buke of Hamilton, glad to have so good an oppor- 
tunity of attacking the new Lord Commissioner, spoke with 
great vebeinence against this odious clause. We are told 
that no attempt was made to answer him ; and, though those 
>-'vvbo tell us so were zealous Episcopalians, we may believe 
their report: for what answer was it possible to return? 
Melville, on whom tbe chief responsibility lay, sate on tbe 
throne ui profound silence through tbe whole of this tem- 
pestuous debate. It is probable that bis conduct was deter- 
mined by considerations which prudence and shame prevented 
bim from explaining. Tbe state of the southwestern shires 
was such that it would have been impossible to put the rab- 
bled ministers in possession of their dwellings and churches 
^ ^^thout employing a military force, without garrisoning every 
manse, without placing guards round every pulpit, and with- 
out handing over some ferocious enthusiasts to the Provost 
Marshal ; and it would be no easy task for the government to 
keep down by the sword at once the Jacobites of the High- 
lands and the Covenanters of the Lowlands. The majority, 
having, for reasons which could not well be produced, made 
up their minds, became clamorous for the question. No 
^ more debate,’’ was the cry : We have heard enough : a vote ! 

vote !” The question was pnt according to the Scottish form, 
'^‘^Approve or not approve the article ? ” Hamilton insisted that 
the question should be, Approve or not approve the rab- 
bling ? ” After much altercation, he was overruled, and the 
clause passed. Only fifteen or sixteen members voted with 
him. He warmly and loudly exclaimed, amidst much angry 
interruption, that he was sorry to see a Scottish Parliament 
disgrace itself by such iniquity. He then left the house with 
several of his friends. It is impossible not to sympathise with 
^ '^he indignation which he expressed. : Yet we ought to remem- 
^ bar that it is the nature of injustice ■ to generate, injuBtice. 
There are wrongs which it is almost impossible to repair with- 
out committing other wrongs ; : and such a wrong had been 
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done to tKe people of Scotland in the preceding generation^ 

It was because tbe Parliament of tlie Eestoration liad legislated 
in insolent defiance of the sense of the nation thafc the Parlia- 
ment of the EeTolntion had to abase itself before the mob. 

When Hamilton and his adherents had retired^ one of tlie 
preachers who had been admitted to the hall called out to the 
members who were near him ; Pie ! Pie ! Do not lose time. 
Make haste, and get all over before he comes bact,’^ This 
advice was taken. Ponr or five sturdy Prelatists staid to give 
a last vote against Presbytery. Pour or five equally sturdy 
Covenanters staid to mark their dislike of what seemed to 
them a compromise between the Lord and Baal. But the Act 
was passed by an overwhelming majority.* 

Two supplementary Acts speedily followed. One of them^^ 
now happily repealed, required every officebearer in every 
Universi^ of Scotland to sign the Confession of Paith and to 
give in his adhesion to the new form of Church govemment.f 
The other, long ago most unhappily repealed, settled the im- 
portant and delicate question of patronage. Knox had, in 
the Pirst Book of Discipline, asserted the right of every 
Christian congregation to choose its own pastor. Melville 
had not, in the Second Book of Discipline, gone quite so far^ 
but he had declared that no pastor could lawfully be force ^^4 
on an unwilling congregation. Patronage had been abolished 
by a Covenanted Parliament in 1649, and restored by a 
loyalist Parliament in 1661. What ought to be done in 1690 
it was no easy matter to decide. Scarcely any question seems 
to have caused so much anxiety to William. He had, in his 
private instructions, given the Lord Commissioner authority 
to assent to the abolition of patronage, if nothing else would 
satisfy the Estates. But this authority was most unwilliiigly 
given ; and the King hoped that it would not be used, 
is,^’ he said, the taking of men’s property.” Melville suc- 
ceeded in effecting a compromise. Patronage was abolished : 
but it was enacted that every patron should receive six hun- 
dred marks Scots, equivalent to about thirty-five pounds 
sterling, as a compensation for his rights. The sum seems 
ludicrously small. Tet^ when the nature of the property and 
the poverty of the country are considered, it may be doubted 
whether a patron would have made much more by going into ; 
the leimrket* The largest sum that any member ventured to 
suggest was nine hundred marks, little more than fifty pounds'-^^^^ 

^ Acconnt of tke late Establishment of the Presbyterian O-OYernment by the 
ParHament of Sootlaacl, l$f0. f Act, Pari July 4. 1690 i 
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sterling. Tlie rigM of . proposing a minister was given to a CHAP. 
parocMal counsel consisting, . of the Prote>stant lanclowers .. 
and the elders. The congi*egation might object to the person 
proposed; and the Presbytei-j.’was .to jndge of the objections*.. 

This arrangement did not give to the people all the power 
■ to which even* the Second Boot of Discipline had declared 
that they were entitled. But the odions name of patronage 
was taten away ; it was probably thought that the elders and. 
landowners of a parish wonld seldom persist in nominating a- 
person to whom the majority of the congregation had strong 
objections ; and indeed it does not appear that, while the Act 
of 1690 continued in force, the peace of the Church was ever 
broken by disputes such as produced the schisms of 1732 , of 
1750 , and of 1848 .-^- ■ , . . ■ . 

Montgomery had done all in his power to prevent the The coali- 
Estates from settling the ecclesiastical polity of the reaM. 

He had incited the zealous Covenanters to demand what he the Oiuh 
knew that the government would never grant. He had pro- 
tested against all Erastianism, against all compromise. Dutch dissoiTr- 
Presbyterianism, he said, would not do for Scotland. She 
must have again the system of 1649. That system was de- 
duced from the Word of God: it was the most powerful 
i check that had ever been devised on the tyranny of wicked 

kings ; and it ought to be restored without addition or dimi- 
! nution. His Jacobite allies could not conceal their disgust 

and mortification at hearing him hold such language, and 
; were by no means satisfied vnth the explanations which he 

gave them in private. While they were wranghng with him 
on this subject, a messenger arrived at Edinburgh with im- 
portant despatches from James and from Mary of Modena. 

: These despatches had been written in the confident expec- 

s tation that the large promises of Montgomery would be 

j fulfilled, and' that the Scottish Estates would, under his dex- 

I terous management, declare for the rightful Sovereign against 

the Usurper. James was so grateful for the unexpected 
support of his old enemies that he entirely forgot the ser- 
■ vices and disregarded the feelings of his old friends. The 

three chiefs of the Club, rebels and Puritans as they were, 
had become his favourites. Annandale was to be a Marquess, 
Governor of Edinburgh Castle, and Lord High Commissioner. 
Montgomery wa.s to be Earl of Ayr, and' Secretary of State. 

Boss was to be an Earl and to command the .guards.., .James 
Stewart, the most imprineipled. of; lawyers, who had been 

^ Act. Purl. July 19. 1690 j Loclttarfcto MeMllc, Ap^^ 29. 1690. 


m 


CHAP. 

XVI. 



llie chiefs 
of the Club 
betoy 
cttcb 


history 0 ¥ mQLMD . 


deeply concerned in Axgyle’s inspection, changed 

sides and suj)ported the dispensing power, wlio had then 
changed sides a second time and concurred in the Eeyolntion, 
paid who had now changed sides a third time and was schem- 
ing to bring abont a Eestoration, was to be Lord Advocate. 
The Privy Conneil, the Court of Session, the army, were to be 
filled with Whigs. A Conncil of Pive was appointed, which 
all loyal subjects were to obey; and in this Council Annan- 
dale, Boss, and Montgomery formed the majority. ^Mary of 
Modena informed Montgomery that five thousand pounds 
sterling had been remitted to his order, and that five thou- 
sand more would soon follow. It was impossible that Balcarras 
and those who had acted with him should not bitterly resent 
the manner in which they were treated. Their names were 
not even mentioned. All that they had done and suffered 
seemed to have faded from their master’s mind. He had now 
given them fair notice that, if they should, at the hazard of 
their lands and lives, succeed in restoring him, aH that he had 
to give would be given to those who had deposed him. They 
too, when they read his letters, knew, what he did not know 
when the letters were written^ that he had been duped by the 
confident boasts and promises of the apostate Whigs. He, 
when he despatched his messengers, imagined that the Club ^ 
was omnipotent at Edinburgh ; and, before the messengers 
reached Edinburgh, the Club had become a mere byword of 
contempt. The Tory Jacobites easily found pretexts for re- 
fusing to obey the Presbyterian Jacobites to whom the ban- 
ished King had delegated his authority. They complained 
that Montgomery had not shown them all the despatches 
which he had received. They affected to suspect that he had 
tampered with the seals. He called God Almighty to witness 
that the suspicion was unfounded. But oaths were very 
naturally regarded as insufficient guarantees by men who 
had just been swearing allegiance to a King against whom 
they were conspiring. There was a violent outbreak of 
passion on both sides : the coalition was dissolved : the papers 
were flimg into the fire ; and, in a few days, the infamous 
triumvirs who had been, in the short space of a year, violent 
Williamites and violent Jacobites, became Williamites again^ 
and attempted to make their peace with the government b}^ 
accusing each other,* 

Eogs was the first who turned informer. After the fashion 
of the school in which he had been bred, he committed this 
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"base action with, all the forms of sanctity. He pretended to 
he greatly troubled in mind, sent for a celebrated Presby- 
terian minister named Dunlop^ and bemoaned himself pite- 
, onsly: There is a load on my conscience : there is a secret 
which I know that I ought to disclose ; but I cannot bring 
myself to do Dnnlop prayed long and ferFently ; Eoss 
groaned and wept : at last it seemed that heaven had been 
stormed by the violence of snppHcation : the truth came out, 
and many lies with it. The divine and the penitent then re- 
turned thanks together. Dunlop went with the news to 
Melville. Eoss set off for England to make his peace at court, 
and performed his journey in safety, though some of his ac- 
complices, who had heard of his repentance, but had been 
little edified by it, had laid plans for cutting his throat by 
the way. "At London he protested, on his honour, and on the 
word of a gentleman, that he had been drawn in, that he had 
always disliked the plot, and that Montgomery and Ferguson 
were the real criminals.* 

Dunlop was, in the meantime, magnifying, wherever he 
went, the divine goodness which had, by so humble an instru- 
ment as himself, brought a noble person back to the right path. 
Montgomery no sooner heard of this wonderful work of grace 
than he too began to experience compunction. He went to 
"" Melville, made a confession not exactly coinciding with Boss’s, 
and obtained a pass for England. WUiiam was then in Ire- 
land; and Mary was governing in his stead. ii.t her feet 
Montgomery tlnew himself. He tried to move her pity by 
speaking of his broken fortunes, and to ingratiate himself with 
her by praising her sweet and affable manners. He gave up 
to her the names of his feEow plotters. He vowed to dedi- 
cate his whole life to her service, if she would obtain for him 
some place which might enable him to subsist with decency. 
She was so much touched by his supplications and flatteries 
that she recommended him to her husband’s favour : but the 
just distrust and abhorrence with which William regarded 
Montgomery were not to be overcome.f 

Before the traitor had been admitted to Mary’s presence, he 
had obtained a promise that he should he allowed to depart in 
safety. The promise was kept. During some months, he lay 
hid in London, and contrived to carry on a negotiation with 
the government. He offered to be a witness against his 



Balearras; Notes of Boss’s Con- kterview witli Montgomery, printed 
fession in the Leven and Melville Papers, among the Leven and melvilie Papers, 
t Balcarras,* Mary’s account of her 
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accomplices on. , condition of liavnig a good place* W 
would bid no Mglier' tban a pardon. At lengtb tbe coimnii- 
iiicatioiis were broken off. Montgomery retired for a time 
to France. He soon ret-orned to London and passed tbe 
miserable remnant of Ms life in forming plots wliieb came 
to notMng, and in writing libels wMck are distingnislied by 
tbe grace and vigour of tkeir style fi:om most of tbe pro- 
dnctions of tke Jacobite press.* 

Annandale, when lie learned that Ms two accomplices had 
tamed approvers^, retired to Bath^, and pretended to drink the 
waters. Thence he was soon brought up to London by a 
warrant. He acknowledged that he had been seduced into 
treason ; but he declared that he had only said Amen to the 
plans of others, and that his childlike simplicity had been 
imposed on by Montgomery, that worst, that falsest, that most 
unquiet of human beings. The noble penitent then proceeded 
to make atonement for his own crime by crimmating other 
people, English and Scotch, WMg and Tory, guilty and inno- 
cent. Some he accused on Ms own knowledge, and some on 
mere hearsay. Among those whom he accused on his own 
knowledge was Neville Payne, who had not, it should seem, 
been mentioned either by Eoss or by Montgomery.f 
Payne, pursued by messengers aiid warrants, was so ill 
advised as to take refuge in Scotland. Had he remained in 
England he would have been safe : for, though the moral 
proofs of his guilt were complete, there was not such legal 
evidence as would have satisfied a jury that he had committed 
high treason ; he could not be subjected to torture in order 
to force Mm to furnish evidence against Mmself; nor could 
he be long confined without being brought to trial. But the 
moment that he passed the border he was at the mercy of the 
government of wMch he was the deadly foe. The Claim of 
Eight had recognised torture as, in cases like his, a legitimate 
mode of obtaining information; and no Habeas Corpus Act 
secured him against a long detention. The unhappy man 
was arrested, carried to Edinburgh, and brought before the 
Privy Council. The general notion was, that he was a knave 
and a coward, and that the first sight of the boots and thumb- 
screws would bring out all the guilty secrets with which he had 
been entrusted. But Payne had a far braver spirit than those 
highborn plotters with whom it was Ms misfortune to -have 

j Oomrare B$leari*as wi^ Burnet, specimen of Montgoiaery^s manner. 
u, ^62, The pamphlet entitilejl Oreat f Balcarras ; Annandale’s Oonfession, 
JJntame Just Complaint is a good 
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been connected. Twice he was subjected to frightful torments ; CHAP, 
blit not a word inculpating himself or any other person could 
he wrung out of him. Some councillors left the board in 
horror. But the pious Crawford presided. He was not much 
troubled with the weakness of compassion where an ionalek- 
ite was concerned, and forced the executioner to hammer in 
wedge after wedge between the knees of the prisoner till the 
pain was as great as the human frame can sustain without 
dissolution. Payne was then carried to the Castle of Edin- 
burgh, where he long remained, utterly forgotten, as he 
touchingly comiilained, by those for whose sake he had en- 
dured more than the bitterness of death. Yet no ingra- 
titude could damp the ardour of his fanatical loyalty ; and 
he continued, year after year, in Ms cell, to plan insurrec- 
tions and invasions.* 

Before Payne’s arrest the Estates had been adjourned HeneraUcf 
after a Session as important as any that had ever been held 
in Scotland. The nation generally acquiesced in the new ecclesiastic 
ecclesiastical constitution. The indifferent, a large portion 
of every society, were glad that the anarchy was over, 
and conformed to thp Presbyterian Church as they had 
conformed to the Episcopal Church. To the moderate 
Presbyterians the settlement which had been made was on 
the whole satisfactory. Most of the strict Presbyterians 
brought themselves to accept it under protest, as a large 
instalment of what was due. They missed indeed what they 
considered as the perfect beauty and symmetry of that 
Church which had, forty years before, teen the glory of 
Scotland. But, though the second temple was not equal to 
the first, the chosen people might well rejoice to think that 
they were, after a long captivity in Babylon, suffered to 
rebuild, though imperfectly, the House of God on the old 
foundations; nor could it misbecome them to feel for the 
latitudinarian William a grateful affection such as the re- 
stored Jews had felt for the heathen Cyrus. 

There were however two parlies which regarded the settle- Com- 
ment of 1690 with implacable detestation. Those Scotchmen the 
who were Episcopalians on ■ conviction and with fervour copalmm 
appear to have been few: but among, them were some per- 
sons superior, not perhaps in natural parts, but in learning, 
in taste, and. in the art of composition, to the theologians 

Biirnefc, ii. 62.; Locldiarfc to Mel- and Melyille Papers; Neville Payne's 
ville, Aiig. 30. 1600; and Crawford to letter of Dec. 3. 1692, printed in 1693. 

Melville, Bee. 11. 1690, in the Levcu 
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CHAP, of tlie sect whicli had now become dominant. It might not 
. . have been safe for the ejected Curates and Professors to 

give vent in their own country to the anger which they felt. 
But the English press was open to them ; and they were sure 
of the approbation of a large part of the English people. 
During several years they continued to torment their enemies 
and to amuse the public with a succession of ingenious and 
spirited pamphlets. In some of these works the hardships 
suifered by the rabbled priests of the western shires are set 
forth with a skill which irresistibly moves pity and indigna- 
tion. In others, the cruelty with which the Covenanters 
had been treated during the reigns of the last two kings of 
the House of Stuart is extenuated by every artifice of sophis- 
try. There is much joking on the bad Latin which some 
Presbyterian teachers had uttered while seated in academic 
chairs lately occupied by great scholars. Much was said 
about the ignorant contempt which the victorious barbarians 
professed for science and literature. They were accused of 
anathematising the modern systems of natural philosophy 
as damnable heresies, of condemning geometry as a soul- 
destroying pursuit, of discouraging even the study of those 
tongues in which the sacred books were written. Learning, 
it was said, would soon be extinct in Scotland. The Univer- 
sities, under their new rulers, were languishing, and must 
soon perish. The booksellers had been half ruined ; they 
found that the whole profit of their business would not pay 
the rent of their shops, and were preparing to emigrate to 
some countiy where letters were held in esteem by those 
whose office was to instruct the public. Among the minis- 
ters of religion no purchaser of books was left. The Episco- 
paHaii divine was glad to sell for a morsel of bread whatever 
part of his library had not been tom to pieces or burned by 
the Christmas mobs 5 and the only library of a Presbyterian 
divine consisted of an explanation of the Apocalypse and a 
commentary on the Song of Songs.* The pulpit oratory of 
the triumphant party was an inexhaustible subject of mirth. 
One little volume, entitled the Scotch Presbyterian Elo- 
quence Displayed, had an immense success in the South 
among both High Churchmen and scoffers, and is not yet 
quite forgotten. It was indeed a book well fitted to lie on 
the hah table of a Squire whose religion consisted in hating 

* Historical Eektion of tlie late lately practised against tlie Professors of 
Pljes^tedan General Asseonbly, 1601; tlie College of Edlnbiirgii, 1691, 
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extemporaneous prayer and nasal psalmody. On a rainy day, CiTA'F. 
wlien it was impossible to bnnt or sboot, neitlier tbe card ... 
table nor tbe backgammon board would bave been, in tbe 
intervals of the flagon and tbe pasty, so agreeable a resonrce. 
Fowbere else, perhaps, can be found, in so small a compass, 
so large a collection of Indierons quotations and anecdotes. 

Some grave men, however, who bore no love to the Galvin- 
istic doctrine or discipline, shook their heads over this lively 
jest book, and hinted their opinion that the writer, while 
holding up to derision the absurd rhetoric by which coarse- 
minded and ignorant men tried to illustrate dark questions of 
theology and to excite devotional feeling among the populace, 
had sometimes forgotten the reverence due to sacred things. 

The efiect which tracts of this sort produced on the public 
mind of England could not be fully discerned while England 
and Scotland were independent of each other, but manifested 
itself, very soon after the union of the kingdoms, in a way 
which we still have reason, and which our posterity will pro- 
bably long have reason, to lament. 

The extreme Presbyterians were as much out of humour The Pres- 
as the extreme Prelatists, and were as little inclined as the 
extreme Prelatists to take the oath of allegiance to William 
and Mary. Indeed, though the Jacobite nonjuror and the 
Cameronian nonjuror were diametrically opj^osed to each 
other in opinion, though they regarded each other with 
mortal aversion, though neither of them would have had 
any scruple about persecuting the other, they had much in 
common. They were perhaps the two most remarkable 
specimens that the world could show of perverse absurdity. 

Each of them considered his darling form of ecclesiastical 
polity, , ' not as a means, but as an . end, as the one thing 
needful, as the quintessence of the Christian religion. Each 
of them childishly fancied that he had found a theory of civil 
government in his Bible. Neither shrank from the frightful 
consequences to which his theory led. To aU objections 
both had one answer, ^ — Thus saith the Lord. Both agreed 
in boasting that the arguments which to atheistical politi- 
cians seemed iiTefragable presented no diificulty to the Saint. 

It might be |)erfectly true that, by relaxing the rigour of his 
princiiDles, he might save his country from slavery, anarchy, 
universal ruin. But Ms business was not to save his country, 
but to save his soul. He obeyed the commands of God, and,., 
left the event to God. Qne of the two fanatical sects held 
that, to the end of time,, the nation would be bound to obey 
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tlie lioir of tlie Stuarts : the other held that, to the end of 
time, the nation would he hound by the Solemn League aiHd 
CoTenant; and thus both agreed in regarding the new 
SoYereigns as usui'pers. 

The Presbyterian , nonjurors hare scarcely been heard of 
out of Scotland 5 and perhaps it may not now be generally 
known, even in Scotland, that they still continue to form a 
distinct class. They maintained that their country was under 
a precontract to the Most High, and could never, while the 
world lasted, enter into any engagement inconsistent with 
that precontract. An Erastian, a latitudinarian, a man who 
Imelt to receive the bread and wine from the hands of bishopg, 
and who bore, though not very patiently, to hear anthems 
chaunted by choristers in white vestm ents, could not be King 
of a covenanted kingdom. Wiliam had moreover forfeited 
all claim to the crown by committing that sin for which, in 
the old time, a dynasty preternaturally appointed had been 
pretematurally deposed. He had connived at the escape of 
Ms father inlaw, that idolater, that murderer, that man of 
Belial, who ought to have been hewn in pieces before the 
Lord, like Agag. Hay, the crime of Wiliam had exceeded 
that of Saul. Saul had spared only one Amalekite, and had, 
smitten the rest. What Amalekite had William smitten? 
The pure Cliurch had been twenty-eight years under perse- 
cution. Her children had been imprisoned, transported, 
branded, shot, hanged, drowned, tortured. And yet he who 
called himself her deliverer had not suffered her to see her 
desire upon her enemies."^ The bloody Glaverhouse had been 
graciously received at St. James’s. The bloody Mackenzie had 
found a secure and luxurious retreat among the malignants 
of Oxford. The younger Dalrymple who had prosecuted the 
Saints, the elder Dalrymple who had sate in judgment on the 
Saints, were great and powerful. It was said, by careless 
Gallos, that liere was no choice but between Wiliam and 
James, and that it was wisdom to choose the less of two evils. 
Such was indeed the wisdom of this world. But the wisdom 

^ One of tlie most curious of the heard, the Prince and Princess of Orange 
many curious papers written by the Co- being set up as they were, and his par- 
yenanters of that generation is entitled, doning all the murderers of the saints, 
“ Nathaniel or the Dying Testimony of and receiving all the bloody beasts, sol- 
John Matthieson in Closeburn.” Mat- diers, and others, all these officers of 
thieson did not die till 1709, but his their state and army, and all the bloody 
Testimony was written some years ear- counsellors, civil and ecclesiastic, and his 
lier, when he was iti expectation of death, letting slip that son of Belial, his fatlmr 

And now/* he says, I, as a dying in law, who, Ijotli by all the laws of God 
man, would in a few words tell you that and man, ought to have died, I knew he 
are to live behind n^ my. m would do no good to the cause and work 

to the times. When % mw,- of God/* 
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wMcli was from aboTe taught us that of two things, both of 
which were evil in the sight of God, we should choose neither. 
As soon as James was restored it would he a duty to disown 
and withstand him* The ..present ' duty was to disown, and 
withstand his son in law.' STothing-must be said, nothing 
must be done, that could be ,.- construed unto a recognition uf 
the authority of the man j5‘oni Holland. ' The godly '.must' 
pay no duties to him, must hold no offices under him, ■ must' 
receive no wages from him, must 'sign no instruments in 
which he was .styled King. Anne 'succeeded 'William ; and 
Anne was designated, by those who ■ called ' themselves the 
Eeformed Presbytery, and the remnant of the true Church, 
as the pretended Queen, the wicked woman, the Jezebel. 
George the first sncceeded Anne ; and George the Pirst was 
the pretended King, the German Beast.'^" George the Second 
Bucceeded George the Pirst. George the Second too was a 
pretended King ; and he was accnsed of having outdone the 
wickedness of his wicked predecessors by j^assing a law in 
defiance of that divine law which ordains that no witch shall 
be suffered to live.f George the Third succeeded George the 
Second ; and still these men continued, with unabated stead- 
fastness, though in language less ferocious than before, to dis- 
claim all allegiance to an uncovenanted Sovereign.^ At length 
this schismatical body was subdivided by a new schism. The 
majority of the Reformed Presbyterians, though they still 
refused to swear fealty to the Sovereign or to hold office 
under him, thought themselves justified in praying for him, in 
paying tribute to him, and in accepting his protection. But 
there was a minority which would hear of no compromise. 
So late as the year 1806 a few persons were still bearing 
their public testimony against the sin of owning an Anti- 

^ See tlia Lying Testimony of Mr. Eeformed Presbytery, against a -writer 
Eobert Smith, Stiidont of Liymity, who who had charged them with “ disowning 
lived in Donglas Town, in the Shire of the present excellent sovereign as the 
Clydesdale, who died al}oiit two o’clodc lawful King of Great Britain.” The 
in "the Sabhath morning, Lee. 13. 1724, Eeformed Presbytery and their connec- 
aged 58 years ; and the Lying Testimony tions,” says Mr. Henderson, ** have not 
of "William Wilson, sometime School- been much accustomed to give flattering 

master of Park in the Parish of Lo-uglas, titles to princes.” , “How'- 

agod 6 8 , wh o di cd May 7.1757. ever, they entertain no resentment against 

t See tlie Dying Testimony of William the person of the present occupant, nor 
Wilson, mentioricul in the last note. It any of the good qualities -^vhich he pos- 
ought to bo remarked that, on the sub- seases. They sincerely wish that he were 
joct of witclicraft, the Divines of the more excellent than external royalty can 
Associate Presbytery were as absurd make him, that he wx*re adorned with 
as this poor crajjy Dornmic, See their the. image of Christ,” &c. “ But 

Act, Declaration, and Testimony, pub- they can by no means acknowledge him, 
lished in 1773 by Adam Gib. nor any of the episcopal persuasion, to 

t In the year 1791, Thomas ITender- be a lawful king over these covenanted 
feton of Paisley wrote, in defence of the lands.” 
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ecclesias- 
tical ar- 
range- 
ments in 
Scotland. 


elii’istian government bj paying taxes, by taking out excise 
licenses, or by labouring on public works.* Tbe number of 
tliese zealots went on dmiinisMng till at length tbey were so 
tMiily scattered over Scotland that they were nowhere nume- 
rous enough to have a meeting house, and were known by 
the name of the Nonhearers. They, however, still assembled 
and prayed in private dwellings, and still persisted in con- 
sidering themselves as the chosen generation, the royal 
priesthood, the holy nation, the peculiar people, which, 
amidst the common degeneracy, alone preserved the faith of 
a better age. It is by no means improbable that this super- 
stition, the most irrational and the most unsocial into which 
Protestant Christianity has ever been corrupted by human 
prejudices and passions may still linger in a few obscure 
farirdiouses. 

The Eing was but half satisfied with the manner in which 
the ecclesiastical polity of Scotland had been settled. He 
thought that the Episcopalians had been hardly used ; and 
he apprehended that they might be still more hardly used 
when the new system was folly organised. He had been 
very desirous that the Act which established the Presbyterian 
Church should be accompanied by an Act allowing persons 
who were not members of that Church to hold their own 
religious assemblies freely ; and he had particularly directed 
Melville to look to this.f But some popular preachers 
harangued so vehemently at Edinburgh against liberty of 
conscience, which they called the mystery of iniquity, that 
MelviUe did not venture to obey his master’s instructions. 
A draught of a Toleration Act was offered to the Parliament 


* An enthusiast, named George Cal- 
derwood, in Ms preface to %Collection of 
Dying Testimonies, publi|£ed in 1806, 
accuses the Eeformed Presbytery of 
scandalous compliances. “ As for tlio 
Eeformed Presb^eiy,’’ be says, “tboiigli 
they profess to own the martyrs’ testi- 
mony in bairs and hoofs, yet they have 
now adopted so many new distinctions, 
and given up their old ones, that they 
have made it so evident that it is neither 
the martyrs’ testimony nor yet the one 
that that Presbytery adopted at first that 
they are now maintaining. When the 
Eeformed Presbytery was in its infancy, 
and had some appearance of honesty 
and faithfulness among them, they were 
blamed by all the other parties for using 
of distinctions that no man could justify, 
i, e. they would not admit into their com- 
munion those that paid the land tax or 


subscribed tacks to do so; but now they 
can admit into their communions both 
rulers and members who voluntarily pay 
all taxes and subscribe tacks.” .... 
“It shall be only referred to govern- 
ment’s books, since tbe commeneemeiit 
of the Preneh war, how many of their 
own members have accepted of places of 
trust, to be at government’s call, such as 
bearers of arms, driving of cattle, stop- 
ping of ways, &c. ; and what is all their 
license for trading by sea or land but a 
serving under government ? ” The doc- 
trines of those more moderate nonjnrors 
who call themselves the Eeformed Pres- 
byterian Church have been recently set 
forth in a Prize Catechism by the Eeve* 
rend Thomas Martin. 

t The King to Melville, May 22. 1 690» 
in the Leven and Melville Papers. 
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by a primte was coldly receiTed and suffered to 

dxop»^ " ' ' 

William, liowe¥erj was folly determined to prevent the 
dominant sect from indulging in tbe luxury of persecution ; 
and lie took an early opportunity of announcing Hs deter- 
mination. Tbe first General Assembly of tlie newly estab- 
lislied Cburcli met soon after bis return from Ireland. It 
was necessa^ry tliat be should appoint a Commissioner and 
send a letter. Some zealous Presbyterians hoped that 
Crawford would be the Commissioner ; and the ministers of 
Edinburgh drew up a paper in which they very intelligibly 
hinted that this was their wish. “William, however, selected 
Lord Carmichael, a nobleman distinguished by good sense, 
humanity, and moderation.t The royal letter to the Assembly 
was eminently wise in substance and impressive in language. 

We expect,’’ the King wi’ote, that your management 
shall be such that we may have nc reason to repent of what 
we have done. We never could be of the mind that violence 
was suited to the advancing of true religion; nor do we 
intend that our authority shall ever he a tool to the irregular 
passions of any party. Moderation is what religion enjoins, 
what neighbouring Churches expect from you, and what we 
recommend to you.” The Sixty and their associates would 
probably have been glad to reply in language resembling 
that which, as some of them could well remember, had been 
held by the clergy to Charles the Second during his residence 
in Scotland. But they had just been informed that there 
was in England a strong feeling in favour of the rabbled 
curates, and that it would, at such a conjuncture, be mad- 
ness in the body which represented the Presbyterian Church 
to quarrel with the King.J The Assembly therefore i*eturned 
a grateful and respectful answer to the royal letter, and 
assured His Majesty that they had suffered too much from 
oppression ever to be oppressors. § 

Meanwhile the troops all over the Continent were going into 

* Accotint of tlie Establisliment of were putt out, and come up, ma|:e a 
Presbyterian Crovemment. ^ ^ great clamour: many here encourage 

t Garmicbaers good qualities are fully and rejoy ce at it. .... Phere Is no- 
admitted by tbe Episeopaliaxis, See tbe tiling now but tbe greatest sobrietie and 
Historical Eelation of tbe late Presby- moderation imaginable to be used, unless 
teiian G-eneral Assembly and tbe Pres- we will hazard the overturning of all : 
byteriaii Inquisition. and take this as earnest, and not as 

J See, in the Lewn and Melville imaginations and fears only.*’ 

Papers, Melville’s Letters written from § Principal Acts of tbe Greneral As- 
Ijoridon at this time to Crawford, Etile, sembly of the Church of Scotland held 
'Williamson, and other vehement Presby- in and begun at Edinburgh the 16th day 
terians. He says : “ The clergy that of October, 1690; Edinburgh, 1691, 
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winter quarters. The campaign had everywhere heen inde- 
cisive. The victory gained by Luxemburg at Menrns had 
produced no important effect. On the Upper Ehine great 
armies had eyed each other, month after month, without ex- 
changing a blow. In Catalonia a few small forts had been 
tahen. In the east of Europe the Turks had been successful 
on some points, the Christians on other points ; and the ter- 
mination of the contest seemed to be as remote as ever. The 
coalition had in the course of the year lost one valuable mem- 
ber, and gained another. The Duke of Lorraine, the ablest 
captain in the Imperial service, was no more. He had died, 
as he had lived, an exile and a wanderer, and had bequeathed 
to his children nothing but his name and his rights. It was 
popularly said that the confederacy could better have spared 
thirty thousand soldiers than such a general. But scarcely 
had the allied Courts gone into mourning for him when they 
were consoled by learning that another prince superior to him 
in power, and not inferior to him in capacity or courage, had 
joined the league against France. 

This was Victor Amadeus, Duke of Savoy. He was a young 
man: but he was already versed in those arts for which the 
statesmen of Italy had, ever since the thirteenth century, been 
celebrated, those arts by which Castruccio Castracani and 
Francis Sforza rose to greatness, and which Machiavel reduced 
to a system. ISTo sovereign in modern Europe has, with so 
small a principality, exercised so great an influence during so 
long a period. He had for a time submitted, with a show of 
cheerfulness, but with secret reluctance and resentment, to the 
French ascendency. When the war broke out, he professed 
neutrality, but entered into private negotiations with the 
House of Austria. He would probably have continued to dis- 
semble till he found some opportxinity of striking an unex- 
pected blow, had not his crafty schemes been disconcerted by 
the decision and vigour of Lends. A French army commanded 
by Catinat, an officer of great skill and valour, marched into 
Piedmont. The Duke was informed that his conduct had 
excited suspicions which he could remove only by admitting 
foreign garrisons into Turin and Vercelli. He found that he 
must he either the slave or the open enemy of his powerful 
and imperious neighbour. His choice was soon made ; and a 
war began which, during seven years, found employment for 
some of the best generals and best troops of Lewis. An Envoy 
Extraordinary from Savoy went to the Hagne, proceeded 
thence to London, presented his credentials in the Banqueting 
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Ilotisej^ and addressed to WilHam a speech wliieli was speedily 
translated\ into many languages and read in every part of 
Enxope* The orator congratnlated the King on the success 
of that great enterprise which had restored England to her 
ancient place: among the nations,' and had broken the chains 
of Enrope. , That my master/^ he said, ‘‘^can now at length 
venture to express feelings which have been long concealed in 
the recesses of Ms heart is part of the debt which he owes to 
Your Majesty. , Yon have inspired Mm with- the hope of free- 
dom after so many years of bondage.^^ * 

It had been determined that, dnring the approaching winter, 
a Congress of all the powers hostile to France shonld be held 
at the Hague. William was impatient to proceed thither. 
But it was necessary that he should first hold a Session of 
Parliament, Early in October the Houses reassembled at 
Westminster. The members had generally come up in good 
humour. Those Tories whom it was possible to conciliate had 
been conciliated by the Act of Grace, and by the large share 
which they had obtained of the favours of the Crown. Those 
Whigs who were capable of learning had learned much from 
the lesson which William had given them, and had ceased to 
expect that he would descend from the rank of a King to that 
of a party leader. Both Whigs and Tories had, with few ex- 
ceptions, been alarmed by the prospect of a French invasion, 
and cheered by the news of the victory of the Boyne. The 
Sovereign who had shed his blood for their nation and their 
religion stood at this moment higher in public estimation than 
at any time since Ms accession. His speech from the throne 
called forth the loud acclamations of Lords and Commons. f 
Thanks were unanimously voted by both Houses to the King 
for his achievements in Ireland, and to the Queen for the pru- 
dence with which she had, dnring his absence, governed 
England.^ Thus commenced a Session distinguished among 
the Sessions of that reign by harmony and tranquillity, No 
report of the debates has been preserved, unless a long for- 
gotten lampoon, in wMch some of the speeches made on tlxe 
first day are burlesqued in doggrel rhymes, may be called a 
report.§ The time of the Commons appears to have been 
chiefly occupied in discussing questions arising out of the 


^ Monthly Mercuries; London Ga- 
zettes of November 3. and 6. 1690. 


§ I am not aware that this lampoon 
has ever been printed. I have seen it 


t Van Gitters to the States General, only in two contemporary mannseripts. 


Oct. 1690. 

I Lords’ doiirnals, Oet. 6. 1690 ; Com- 
mons’ Journals, October 8. 


It is entitled The Opening of the Session, 
1690. 
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CH^. elections of tlie preceding spring. The supplies necessary for 
the war/ though large, were granted with alacrity. The nnm- 
vo?ed^^^^ her of regnlar troops for the next year was fixed at seyenty 
thousand, of whom twelve thousand were to be horse or 
dragoons. The charge of this army, the greatest that England >- 
had ever maintained, amounted to about two million three 
hundred thousand pounds ; the charge of the navy to about 
eighteen hundred thousand pounds- The charge of the ord- 
nance was included in these sums, and was roughly estimated 
at one-eighth of the naval and one-fifth of the military ex- 
penditure.’^ The whole of the extraordinary aid granted to 
the Zing exceeded four millions. 

The Commons justly thought that the extraordinary libe- 
rality with which they had provided for the public service 
entitled them to demand extraordinary securities against waste ^ 
and peculation. A bill was brought in empowering nine Com- 
missioners to examine and state the public accounts. The 
nine were named in the bill, and were aU members of the 
Lower House. The Lords agreed to the bill without amend- 
ments ; and the King gave his assent.t 
Ways and The debates on the Ways and Means occnpied a considerable 

Means. Session. It was resolved that sixteen hundred and 

fifty thousand pounds should be raised by a direct monthly 
assessment on land. The excise duties on ale and beer were 
doubled ; and the import duties on raw silk, linen, timber, 
glass, and other articles, were increased, t Thus far there was 
little difference of opiaion. But soon the smooth course of 
business was disturbed by a proposition which was much more 
popular thanjust or humane. Taxes of unprecedented severity 
had been imposed ; and yet it might well be doubted whether 
these taxes would be sufficient. Why, it was asked, should 
not the cost of the Irish war be borne by the Irish insurgents ? 

How those insurgents had acted in their mock Parliament all 
the world knew; and nothing could be more reasonable than 
to mete to them from their own measure. They ought to be 
treated as they had treated the Saxon colony. Every acre 
which the Act of Settlement had left them ought to be seized 
by the state for the purpose of defraying that expense which 
their turbulence and perverseness had made necessary. It is 
not strange that a plan, which at once gratified national ani- 

* OommoTis’ Journals, Ocfc. 10. 13, 1690, particularly of Dec. 26.; Stat. 2 

14.1690. sess. 2. c. 11, , ^ 

t Commons’ Journals of Becem’ber, j: Stat. 2 W. & M, sess, 2. c. 1. 3, 4. 
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mosity^ and Held out tHe Hope of pectmiary relief, sHould Have 
Tbeen welcomed with eager delight, A HiH was HrongHt in . 
wHcH bore but too much resemblance to some of the laws 
passed by the Jacobite legislators of Dublin. By this bill it 
was jirovided that the pro|)erty of every person who Had been 
in rebellion against the King and Queen since the day on 
which they were proclaimed should be confiscated, and that 
the proceeds should be applied to the suppoit of the war. An 
exception was made in favour of such Protestants as had 
merely submitted to superior force : but to Papists no indul- 
gence was shown. The royal prerogative of clemency was 
limited. The King might indeed, if such were Ms pleasure, 
spare the lives of his vanquished enemies : but he was not to 
be permitted to save any part of their estates from the general 
doom. He was not to have it in his power to grant a capitu- 
lation which should secure to Irish Eoman Catholics the en- 
joyment of their hereditary lands. Kay, he was not to be 
allowed to keep faith with persons whom he had aMeady 
received to mercy, who had kissed his hand, and had heard 
from his lips the promise of protection. An attempt was made 
to insert a proviso in favour of Lord Dover. Dover, who, with 
all his faults, was not without some English feelings, had, by 
defending the interests of his native country at Dublin, made 
himself odious to both the Irish and the IVench. After the 
battle of the Boyne Ms situation was deplorable. Keither at 
Limerick nor at Saint Germams could he hope to be welcomed. 
In his despair, he threw himself at William’s feet, promised 
to live peaceably, and was graciously assured that he had 
nothing to fear. Though the royal word seemed to be pledged 
to this unfortunate man, the Commons resolved, by a hundred 
and nineteen votes to a hundred and twelve, that his property 
should not be exempted from the general confiscation. 

The bill went up to the Peers : but the Peers were not in- 
clined to pass it without considerable amendments ; and such 
amendments there was not time to make. Kunierous heirs 
at law, reversioners, and creditors implored the Upper House 
to introduce such provisoes as might secure the innocent 
against all danger of being involved in the punishment of the 
guilty. Some petitioners asked to be heard by counsel. The 
King had made all his arrangements for a voyage to the 
Hague 5 and the day beyond which he could not postpone his 
departure drew near. The bill was therefore, happily for the 
honour of English legislation, consigned to that dark reposi- 
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CHAP, tory in -wMcli tlie abortiye statutes of many generations sleep 
. , a sleep rarely disturbed by tbe Mstorian or tbe antiquary.* 

Proceed- Anotber question, whicb slightly, and but slightly, discom- 
posed the tranquillity of this short session, arose out of the 
Torring- disastrous and disgraceM battle of Beachy Head. Torrington 
had, immediately after that battle, been sent to the Tower, 
and had eyer since remained there. A technical difficulty had 
arisen about the mode of bringing him to trial, • There was no 
Lord High Admiral: and whether the Commissioners of the 
Admiralty were competent to execute martial law was a point 
which to some jurists appeared not perfectly clear. The ma- 
jority of the Judges held that the Commissioners were com- 
petent : but, for the purpose of removing all doubt, a bill was 
brought into the Upper House ; and to this bill several Lords 
offered an opposition which seems to have been most unrea- 
sonable. The proposed law, they said, was a retrospective 
penal law, and therefore objectionable. If they used this 
argument in good faith, they were ignorant of the very rudi- 
ments of the science of legislation. To make a law for 
punishing that which, at the time when it was done, was not 
punishable, is contrary to all soxmd principle. But a law 
which merely alters the criminal procedure may with perfect 
propriety he made applicable to past as well as to future 
offences. It would have been the grossest injustice to give a 
retrospective operation to the law which made slavetrading 
felony. But there was not the smallest injustice in enacting 
that the Central Criminal Court should try felonies committed 
long before that Court was in being. In Torrington^S case 
the substantive law continued to be what it had always been. 

The definition of the crime, the amount of the penalty, re- 
mained unaltered. The only change was in the form of pro- 
cedure; and that change the legislature was perfectly justi- 
fied in making retrospectively. It is indeed hardly possible 
to believe that some of those who opposed the hill were duped 
by the fallacy of which they condescended to make use. The 
truth probably is that the feeling of caste was strong among 
the Lords. That one of themselves should be tried for his life 
by a court composed of plebeians seemed to them a degradation 
of their whole order. If their noble brother had offended, 
articles of impeachment ought to he exhibited against him: 

^ Biuenet, xi. 67. See the Jottpnals of andthelstof January. The Ml itself ’will 
both Houses, particularly the Commons* he found in the archives of the House of 
Journals of the 19th of December and the Lords. 

Lords* Journals of the 30th of December 
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TVestminster Hall oiiglit to be fitted up : Ms peers ongM to 
meet in tlieir robes, and to give in their verdict on their 
honour s a Lord High Steward ought to pronotince the sen- 
tence, and to breat the staff. ^ There was an end of privilege 
if an Earl was to be doomed to death by tarpaulins seated 
round a table in the cabin of a ship. These feelings had so 
much influence that the bill passed the Upper Honse by a 
majority of only two.* In the Lower House, where the dig- 
nities and innnniiities of the nobility were regarded with no 
friendly feeling, there was little difference of opinion. Tor- 
rington requested to be heard at the bar, and spoke there at 
great length, but weakly and confusedly. He boasted of his 
services, of his sacrifices, and of his wounds. He abused the 
Dutch, the Boai’d of Admiralty, and the Secretary of State. 
The bill, however, went through all its stages without a 
division.f 

Early in December Torrington was sent under a guard 
down the river to Sheerness. There the Court Martial met 
on board of a frigate named the Kent. The investigation 
lasted three days 5 and during those days the ferment was 
great in London. Hothing was heard of on the exchange, in 
the coffeehouses, nay even at the church doors, hut Torring- 
ton. Parties ran high ; wagers to an immense amount were 
depending : rumours were hourly arriving by land and water 5 
and every rumour was exaggerated and distorted by the way. 
From the day on which the news of the ignominious battle 
arrived, down to the very eve of the trial, public opinion had 
been very unfavourable to the prisoner. His name, we are 
told by contemporary pamphleteers, was hardly ever men- 
tioned without a curse. But, when the crisis of his fate di*ew 
n%h, there was, as in our country there often is, a reaction. 
AU his merits, his courage, his good nature, his firm ad- 
herence to the Protestant religion in the evil times, were re- 
membered. It was impossible to deny that he was sunk in 
sloth and luxury, that he neglected the most important busi- 
ness for his pleasures, and that he could not say Ho to a boon 
companion or to a mistress : but for these faults excuses and 
soft names were found. His friends used without scruple a.ll 
the arts which could raise a national: feeling in Ms favour ; 
and these arts were powerfully assisted , by the intelligence 

^ Lords’ Journals, Oct. 30. 1*690. Tlie been aBla to find. 
tuimbers are never given in the Lords’ f flitters to tbe States Generalj, 
Jonrnals. Tliafc tlic majority was only Hot. -||. 1690. Tbe Earl of Torangton’s 
two is asserted by Balph, who had, 1 speech to the Honse of Commons, 1710. 
suppose, some authority which I have not 
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Animosity 

of the 

Whigs 

against 

Caermar* 

then. 


that tte Latred wMch was felt towards Hm iii HoUand had 
vented itself in indignities to some of his countrymen. The 
cry was that a hold, JoUy, freehanded English gentleman, of 
whom the' worst that could he said was that he lihed wine and 
women, was to he shot in order to gratify the spite of the 
Dutch. What passed at the trialtended to con&m the popu- 
lace in this notion. Most of the witnesses against the pri- 
soner were Dutch ofiGLcers. The Dutch rear admiral, who toot 
on himself the part of prosecutor, forgot himself so far as to 
accuse the judges of partiality. When at length, on the 
evening of the third day, Torrington was pronounced not 
guilty, many who had recently clamoured for his Hood seemed 
to he well pleased with his acquittal. He returned to London 
free, and with his sword by his side. As his yacht went up 
the Thames, every ship which he passed saluted Mm. He tooh 
his seat in the House of Lords, and even yentured to present 
Mmself at court. But most of the peers loohed coldly on , 
him : William would not see him, and ordered him to be dis- 
missed from the service.* 

There was another subject about which no vote was passed 
by either of the Houses, but about -which there is reason to 
believe that some acrimonious discussion took place in both. 
The Whigs, though much less violent than in the preceding 
year, could not patiently see Caermarthen as nearly prime 
miaister as any English subject could be under a prince of 
William’s character. Though no man had taken a more 
prominent part in the Eevolution than the Lord President, 
though no man had more to fear from a counterrevolution, 
his old enemies would not believe that he had from his heart 
renounced those arbitrary doctrines for which he had once 
been zealous, or that he could bear true alegiance to a 
government sprung fi'om resistance. Through the last six 
months of 1690 he was mercilessly lampooned. Sometimes 
he was King Thomas, and sometimes Tom the Tyrant.f 


* Bixmet, ii., 67, 68. ; Van Citters to 
the States General, A- il* H* 

1690; An impartial Account of some 
remarkable Passages in the Life of Ar- 
thur, Earl of Torrington, together mth 
some modest Eemarks on the Trial and 
Acquitment, 1691 ; Eeasons for the 
Trial of the Earl of Torrington by Im- 
peachment, 1690; The Parable of the 
Bearbaiting, 1690 ; The Earl of Torring- 
ton’ s Speech to the House of Commons, 
1710. That Torrington was coldly re- 
ceived bv the peers I learned from an 
Article m the Noticias Ordinarias of 


February 6. 1691, Madrid. 

t In one Whig lampoon of this year 
are these lines : 

Dayid, we thongM, succeeded Saul, 

When William rose on James’s fall ; 

But now King Thomas governs all.” 

In another are these lines ; 

“ Wlien Charles did seem to fill the throne, 
This tyrant Tom made England groan.” 

A third says: 

** Torkshire Tom was raised to honour, 

Eor what cause no creature knew ; 

He was false to the royal donor. 

And will be the same to you,” 
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WilliaiB was adjured not to go to the Continent leaving his 
worst enemy close to* the ear of the Queen. Halifax, who 
had, in the preceding year, been iingeneronsly and nngrate- 
fnlly persecnted by the Wliigs, was now mentioned by them 
with respect and i^egret ; for he was the enemy of their 
enemy.* The face, the iignre, the bodily infirmities of Caer- 
inarthen were ridictiled.t Those dealings with the IVencli 
Court in which, twelve years before, he had, rather by his mis- 
fortune than by his fault, been implicated, were represented 
in the most odious colours. He was reproached with his im- 
peachment and his imprisonment. Once, it was said, he had 
escaped; hut vengeance might still overtake him; and Lon- 
don might enjoy the long deferred pleasure of seeing the old 
traitor flung off the ladder in the blue riband which he dis- 
1^ graced. All the members of his family, wife, son, daughters, 
were assailed with savage invective and contemptuous sar- 
casm. J All who were supposed to be closely connected with 
him by political ties came in for a portion of this abuse ; and 
none had so large a portion as Lowther. The feeling indi- 
cated by these satires was strong among the Whigs in Par- 
liament. Several of them deliberated on a|)lan of attack, 
and were in hopes that they should be able to raise such a 
j^cN^gtorm as would make it impossible for Caermarthen to remain 
at the head of affairs. It should seem that, at this time, his 
influence in the royal closet was not quite what it had been. 
Godolphin, whom he did not love, and could not control, but 
whose financial skill had been greatly missed during the 
summer, ^was brought back to the Treasury, and made First 
Commissioner. Lowther, who was the Lord President’s own 
man, still sate at the board, but no longer presided there. It 
is true that there was not then such a difference as there now 
is between the First Lord and his colleagues. Still the change 
was important and significant. Marlborough, whom Caer- 
marthen disliked, was, in military affairs, not less trusted 
than Godolphin in financial affairs. The seals which Shrews- 
bury had resigned in the summer had ever since been lying 
in William’s secret drawer. The Lord President probably 
expected that he should be consulted before they were given 
away ; bnt he was disappointed. Sidney was sent for from 




^ A WTiig poet compares the two Mar- 
quesses, as they were often called, and 
. . gives George the preference over Thomas : 
If a Marquess neetlB must steer us, 

TCake a better iu his HtCiui, 

Wlio will in your absence cheer us, 

And has far a wiser head.” 


t ** A thin, illnatnred ghost that haunts the 
King.” 

$ “ Iiet him with his blue riband be 
'Tied close up to the gallown tn-e ; 

For my lady a eart ; and I’d contrive it. 
Her dancing son and heir should drive it,’* 
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CHAP, Ireland: and tke seals were delivered to kim. The first 
. ^ intimation which the Lord President received of this im- 

portant appointment was not made in a manner likely to 
soothe his feelings. Did yon meet the new Seci^etary of 
' State going out?” said William. ^^ISTo, Sir/^ answered the "" 
Lord President ; I met nobody but my Lord Sidney,” 
is the new Secretary/^ said William. He will do tiU I find 
a fit man ; and he will be quite willing to resign as soon as I 
find a fit man. Any other person that I could put in would 
think himself ill used if I were to put him out.” If William 
had said aU that was in his mind, he would probably have 
added that Sidney, though not a great orator or statesman, 
was one of the very few English politicians who could be 
as entirely trusted as Bentinck or Zulestein. Caermarthen _ 
listened with a bitter smile. It was new, he afterwards said, ^ 
to see a nobleman placed in the Secretary’s office, as a foot- 
man was placed in a box at the theatre, merely in order to 
keep a seat till his betters came.* But this jest was a cover 
for serious mortification and alarm. The situation of the 
prime minister was unpleasant and even perilous ; and the 
duration of his power would probably have been short, 
had not fortune, just at this moment, enabled him to con- 
found his adversaries by rendering a great service to the<^ 
state.f 

A Jacobite The Jacobites had seemed in August to be completely 
crushed. The victory of the Boyne, and the irresistible explo- 
sion of patriotic feeling produced by the appearance of Tour- 
ville’s fleet on the coast of Devonshire, had cowed the boldest 
champions of hereditary right. Most of the chief plotters had 
passed some weeks in confinement or in concealment. But, 
widely as the ramifications of the conspiracy had extended, 
only one traitor had suffered the punishment of his crime, . 
This was a man named Godfrey Cross, who kept an imi on the 
beach near Eye, and who, when the Erench fleet was on the 
coast of Sussex, had given information to Tourville. When 
it appeared that this solitary example was thought sufficient, 
when the danger of invasion was over, when the popular en- 
thusiasm excited by that danger had subsided, when the lenity 
of the government had permitted some conspirators to leave 
their prisons and had encouraged others to venture out of 

^ See Lord UarfcmoTitli's Note on Bur- Lords’ Journals, October SO, 1690. As 
net, ii. 6, to the relations bet-ween Caermarthen ^ 

t As to the designs of the Wliigs and Godolphin, see Godolphin’s letter to 
against Caermarthen, see Burnet, ii. 68, William dated March 20. 1691, in Lal- 
69., and a yeiy significant protest in the- rymple. 
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fclieir Mdrugplaces, the faction wMch had Tbeen prostrated and 
. stnimed began to gire signs of returning animation. , The old 
traitors again ninstered at the old haunts, exchanged signifi- 
I ^ cant loots and eager whispers, and 'drew from their poctets 
' libels on the Court of Kensington, and letters in,milk and 
lemon juice from the Court of Saint Germahis.: : Preston, 
1;. Dartmouth, , Clarendon, .Penn, were among the, most bnsy. 

With .them was leagued, the nonjuring Bishop of Ely, who was 
; still permitted by the government to reside in the palace, now 
no : longer,, his own, and who had, but a'short time before, called 
heaven to witness that he detested the .thought of inviting 
I foreigners to invade .,Engknd. One'. good' opportunity liad 
been lost : but .another was a.t hand, and must not be suffered 
^ to escape. The usurper would soon^ be again out of England. 
^ The administration would soon be again confided to a weah 
woman and a divided counciL The year which was closing 
had certainly been unlucliy ; but that which was about to 
I Gommence might be more auspicious. 

I In December ' a meeting of the leading Jacobites was ,held..* 

■ The , sense of the assembly, which consisted exclusively of Pro- , 
testants, was that something ought to be attempted, but that 
^ the difficulties were great. Kone ventured to recommend that 
^‘"i-’^mes should come over unaccompanied by regular troops. 
Yet all, taught by the experience of the preceding summer, 
dreaded the effect which might be produced by the sight of 
Drench uniforms and standards on English -ground. A paper 
was drawn up which would, it was hoped, convince both James 
and Lewis that a restoration could not be effected without the 
cordial concurrence ; of the nation. Prance, — such ..was the 
substance of this remarkable document,— might possibly m.ake„ 

, , the island a heap of ruins, but never a -subject province. It, 
'^was hardly possible for , any person, who had not had an oppor- 
tunity of observing the temper of the public mind,, to imagine 
the savage and dQgged determination- with which men of all 
classes, sects, and factions, were prepared to resist any foreign 
potentate who should attempt to conquer the kingdom by force 
of arms. Kor could England be governed as, a Eoman Catho- 
lie country. There were five millions.'of Protestants in the 
realm; there. were' not a., hundred thousand Papists: that 
such a minority should keep down, such a' majority was physi- 


^ My aceoiint of tliis conspiracy is 
jiiiefly taken from tlic evideneo, oral and 
doeninentiirj, whicli was prodneed on the 
trial of the conspirators. See also Uui'iiet, 
ii. 69, 70., the Appendix to Dalrymple’s 


Memoirs, Part' II. Book vi., and the Life 
of James, .'ii. - 441. 'Hareissns Luitreli 
remarks that no Roman Catholic ap- 
peared to have heen admitted to the 
consultations of the conspiraLocs. 
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cally impossible ; and to physical impossibility all other coii- 
. siderations must give way. James would therefore do well to 
take without delay such measures as might indicate his resolu- 
tion to protect the established religion. Unhappily every letter 
which arrived from France contained something . tending to 
irritate feelings which it was most desirable to soothe. StGries 
were everywhere current of slights offered at Saint, Germains to 
Protestants who had given the highest proof of loyalty by 
following into banishment a master zealous for a faith which 
was not their own. The edicts which had been issued against 
the Huguenots might perhaps have been justified by the an- 
archical opinions and practices of those sectaries : but it was 
the height of injustice and of inhospitality to put those edicts 
in force against men who had been driven from their country 
solely on account of their ^attachment to a Roman Catholic 
Eing. Surely sons of the Anglican Churchy who had, in 
obedience to her teaching, sacrificed all that they most prized 
on earth to the royal cause, ought not to be .any longer inter- 
dicted from assembling in some modest edifice to celebrate 
her rites and to receive her consolations. An announcement 
that Lewis had, at the request of James, permitted the Eng- 
lish exiles to worship God according to their national forms 
would be the best prelude to the great attempt. That attempt ^ 
ought to be made early in the spring. A French force must 
rmdoubtedly accompany His Majesty. But he must declare 
that he brought that force only for the defence of his person 
and for the' protection of his loving subjects, and that, as 
soon as the foreign oppressors had been expelled, the foreign 
deliverers should be dismissed. He must also promise to 
govern according to law, and must refer aU the points which 
had been in dispute between him and his people to the 
decision of a Parliament. . ^ 

It was determined that Preston should carry to Saint Ger- 
mains the resolutions and suggestions of the conspirators. 
John Ashton, a person who had been clerk of the closet to 
Mary of Modena when she was on the throne, and who was 
entirely devoted to the interests of the exiled family, under- 
took to procure the means of conveyance, and for this purpose 
engaged the cooperation of a hotheaded young Jacobite named 
Elliot, who only knew in general that a service of some hazard 
was to be rendered to the good cause. 

It was easy to find in the port of London a vessel the owner 4 
of which was not scrupulous about the use for which it might 
be wanted. Ashton and Elliot were introduced to the master 
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of a smack Bamed the James and EKzabetk. The Jacobite CHAP, 
agents pretended to be smugglers/ and talked of the thon- , 

sands of pounds 'which might be got b j a single lucky trip 
to Erance and back again. A bargain was struck: a six- 
jjence was broken; and all the arrangements were made for 
the Toyage. ,, , 

Preston was charged by his friends with a packet containing Papers en- 
several important papers. Among these was a list of the 
English fleet famished by Dartmouth, who was in communi- 
cation with some of his old companions in arms, a minute of 
the resolutions which had been adopted at the meeting of the 
conspirators, and the heads of a Declaration which it was 
thought desirable that James should publish at the moment of 
his landing. There were also six or seven letters from persons 
of note in the Jacobite party. Most of these letters were 
parables, but parables which it was not difficult to unriddle. 

One plotter used the cant of the law. There was hope tha^t 
Mr. Jackson would soon recover his estate. The new landlord 
was a hard man, and had set the freeholders against him. A 
little matter would redeem, the whole property. The opinions 
of the best counsel were in Mr. Jackson’s favour, ill that 
was necessary was that he should himself appear in Westmiu- 
^^^..^ter Hall. The jflnalhearm^ ought to be before the close of 
I'*' " Easter Term. Other writers affected the st3de of the Eoyal 
P Exchange. There was great demand for a cargo of the right 
sort. There was reason to hope that the old firm would soon 
form profitable connections with houses with which it had 
hitherto had no dealings. This was evidently an allusion to the 
discontented Whigs. But, it was added, the shipments must 
not be delayed. Nothing was so dangerous as to overstay the 
ij market. If tbe expected goods did not arrive by the tenth of 
' March, the whole profit of the year would be lost. As to details 

entire reliance might be placed on the excellent factor who was 
going over. Clarendon assumed the character of a match- 
maker. There was great hope that the business which he had 
been negotiating would be brought to bear, and that the mar- 
riage portion would be well secured. "^"^Tour relations,” he 
•wrote, in allusion to his recent confinement, ^^havc been very 
; hard on me this last summer. Tet, as soon' as I could go safely 
abroad, I pursued the business.” Catharine. Sedley entrusted 
Preston with a letter in which, without' allegory or circumlocu- 
tion, she comjdaiiiedthat her lover had left her a daughter to 
support, and begged very hard for money. But the two most 
important despatches were; -from Bishop Turner. They were 
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directed to Mr. and Mrs. Bedding: but the language was sncli 
, as it wonld be tbongM abject in any gentleman to bold except 
to royalty. Tlie Bishop assured Their Majesties that he was 
devoted to their cause, that he earnestly wished for a great 
occasion to prove his zeal, and that he would no more swerve 
from his duty to them than renounce his hope of heaven. He 
added, in phraseology metaphorical indeed, but perfectly iu- 
telligible, that he was the mouthpiece of several of the non-' 
juring prelates, and especially of Sancroft. Sir, I speat in 
the plui’al,’’ — ^these are the words of the letter to James,— 
“ because I write my elder brother’s sentiments as well as my 
own, and the rest of our family.” The letter to Mary of Mo- 
dena is to the same effect. I say this in behalf of my elder 
brother, and the x'est of my nearest relations, as well as from 
myself.”* 

All the letters with which Preston was charged referred the 
Court of Samt Germains to him for fuller information. He 
carried with him minutes in his own handwriting on the sub- 
jects on which he was to converse vdth his master and with 
the ministers of Lewis. These minutes, though concise and 
desultory, can for the most part be interpreted without diffi- 
culty. The vulnerable points of the coasts are mentioned. 
Gosport is defended only by palisades. The garrison of Ports-., 
mouth is small. The French fleet ought to be out in April, 
and to fight before the Dutch are in the Channel. There is a 
memorandum which proves that Preston had been charged, — 
by whom it is easy to guess, — ^with a commission relating to 
Pennsylvania 5 and there are a few broken words clearly im- 
portiag that some at least of the nonjuring bishops, when they 
declared, before God, that they abhorred the thought of invit- 
iug the French over, were dissembling.t 

Everything was now ready for Preston’s departure. But 
the owner of the James and Elizabeth had conceived a su^« ^ 
picion that the expedition for which his smack had been 

* Tlie genuineness of tliese letters was Pensilvania for 13 or 14 months/’ I have 
once contested on very frivolous grounds, little doubt that the first and third of 
But the letter of Turner to &ncroft, these sentences are parts of one memo- 
whicli is among the Tanner papers in the randnm, and that the words which evi- 
Bodleian Library, and which will be dently relate to the fleets were jotted down 
found in the Life of lien by a Layman, at a different time in the place left 
must convince the most incredulous. vacant between two lines. The words 

t The memorandum relating to Penn- relating to the Bishops are these : “ The 
sylvania ought to be qtioted together Modest Inquiry — The Bishops’ Answer — . 
with the two sentences which precede it. Not the chilling of them — ^But the satis- j 
“A commission given to me from Mr. fying of friends.” The Modest Inquiry^ 
P. — Pr. PL hinder Eng. and I), from was the pamphlet which hinted at Re- 
joining — two vessels of iSOL price for witting. 
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hired was mther of a political than of a commercial nature. 
It occtirred to him that more might be made by informing 
against Hs passengers than by carrying them safely. Intel- 
ligexice of what was passing was conveyed to the Lord Presi- 
4 dent. No intelligence' conld, be more welcome to him. He 
was delighted to find that it was in his power to give a signal 
proof of his attaclimeiit to the government which his enemies 
had accnsed him of betraying. He took his measures with 
iiis usual energy and dexterity. His eldest son, the Earl of 
Daiiby, a bold, volatile, tand somewhat eccentric yoimg man, 
was fond of the sea, lived nmcli among sailors, and was the 
proprietor of a small yacht of marvellous speed. This vessel, 
well manned, was placed under the command of a tnisty 
officer named Billop, and was sent down the river, as if for 
1*'"^ "the purpose of pressing mariners. 

At dead of night, the last night of the year 1690, Preston, 
Ashton, and Elliot went on board of their smack near the 
i Tower. They were in great dread lest they should be stopped 
and searched, either by a frigate which lay off Woolwich, or 
I by the guard posted at the blockhouse of Gravesend. But, 
when they had passed both frigate and blockhouse without 
being challenged, their spirits rose : their appetites became 
f^^keen; they unpacked a hamper well stored with roast beef, 

, mince pies, and bottles of wine, and were just sitting down 
to their Christmas cheer, when the alarm was given that a 
swift vessel from Tilbury was flying through the water after 
them. They had scarcely time to hide themselves in a dark 
hole among the gravel which was the ballast of their smack, 
when the chase was over, and Billop, at the head of an armed 
pa,rty, came on board. The hatches were taken up: the 
conspirators were arrested ; and their clothes were strictly 
examined. Preston, in his agitation, had dropped on the 
|t.„ ’^gravel Ms official' seal and the packet of which he was the 
bearer. The seal was discovered where it had fiiHen. Ashton, 

,, aware of the importance of the papers, snatched them up 
and tried to conceal them: but they were soon found in his 
bosom. ■ ' 

t The prisoners then tried to cajole or to corrupt Billop. They 
called for wine, pledged him, praised Ms gentlemanlike de- 
meanour, and assured him that if he would accompany them, 
nay, if he would only let that little roll of paper fall overboard 
|^'"“Mnto the Thames, his fortune would be made. The tide of 
affairs, they said, was .on tlie^ turn: things could not go on 
j for ever as they had gone on of late;- and it was in the cap- 
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taitf s power to Tbe as great and as ricli as lie could desire. 
BiRopj thonglicoiirteonSj was inflexible. The conspirators be- 
came sensible tliat tlieir necks were in imminent danger, Tbe 
emergency brongbt out strongly tbe true characters of all tbe 
tbree^ cbaraeters wbicb, but for sncb an emergency, might 
baye remained for eyer unknown. Preston bad always been 
reputed a high spirited and gallant gentleman ; bnt the near ; 
prospect of a dungeon and a gallows altogether nnmanned 
him, Elliot stormed and blasphemed, vowed that, if be ever 
got free, be wotdd be revenged, and, with horrible impreca- 
tions, called on tbe tbnnder to strike tbe yacht, and on London 
Bridge to fall in and crush her. Ashton alone behaved with | 
manly firmness. | 

Late in the evening the yacht reached Whitehall Stairs ; | 

and the prisoners, strongly guarded, were conducted to the ^ 
Secretary’s office. The papers which had been found in 
Ashton’s bosom were inspected that night by N’ottingham 
and Caermarthen, and were, on the following morning, put 
by Caermarthen into the hands of the King. 

Soon it was known all over London that a plot had heen 
detected, that the messengers whom the adherents of James 
had sent to solicit the help of an invading army from Prance 
had been arrested by the agents of the vigilant and energetic^ 
Lord President, and that documentary evidence, which might 
affect the lives of some great men, was in the possession of i 
the government. The Jacobites were terrorstricken : the 
clamour of the Whigs against Caermarthen was suddenly : 
hushed ; and the Session ended in perfect harmony. On the : 
fifth of January the King thanked the Houses for their sup- i* 
port, and assured them that he would not grant away any 
forfeited property in Ireland tiU. they should reassemble. He i 
alluded to the plot which had just been discovered, and ex- 
pressed a hope that the friends of England would not, at 
such a moment, be less active or less firmly united than her 
enemies. He then signified his pleasure that the Parliament 
should adjourn. On the following day he set out, attended 
by a splendid train of nobles, for the Congress at the Hague * 

^ Lords' and Commons' Joximals, Jan. 5. 169,f j London Gazette, Jan. 8, 
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Ok tte eigMeentli of January 1691, tlie King, having been 
detained some days by adverse winds, went on board at 
GraTesend. Four yachts had been fitted np for him and for 
his retinue. Among his attendants were Korfolk, Ormond, 
Devonshire, Dorset, Portland, Momnonth, Znlestein, and the 
Bishop of London. Two distinguished admirals, Oloudesley 
Shovel and George Eooke, commanded the men of war 
which formed the convoy. The passage was tedious and 
disagreeable. During many hours the fleet was becalmed off 
the Godwiii Sands ^ and it was not till the fifth day that 
the soundings proved the coast of Holland to be near. The 
sea fog was so thick that no land could be seen; and it was 
not thought safe for the ships to proceed further in the 
darkness. William, tired out by the voyage, and impatient 
to be once more in his beloved country, determined ho land 
in an open boat. The noblemen who were in his train tried 
to dissnade him from risking so valuable a life s but, when 
they found that his mind was made up, they insisted on 
sharing the danger. That danger proved more serious than 
they had expected. It had been supposed that in an hour 
the party would be on shore. But great masses of floating 
ice impeded the progress of the skiff: the night came on: 
the fog grew thicker: the waves broke over the King and 
the courtiers. Once the keel struck on a sand bank, and 
was with great difficulty got off. The hardiest mariners 
showed some signs of uneasiness. But William, through 
the whole night, was as composed as if he had been in the 
drawingroom at Kensington. Dor shame, he said to one 
of the dismayed sailors : axe you afraid to die in my com- 
pany? ” A bold Dutch seaman ventured tO' spring out, 
and, with great difficulty, swam and scrambled through 
breakers, ice, and mud, to firm ground. Here he discharged 
a musket and lighted a fire as a signal that he was safe. 
Hone of his fellow passengers, however, thought it prudent 
to follow his example. They lay tossing in sight of the 
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flame wHcli lie had kindled, till tlie first pale light of a 
January morning showed them that they were close to the 
island of Goree. The King and his Lords, stiff with cold 
and covered with icicles, gladly landed to warm and rest 
themselves.^ 

After reposing some hours in the hut of a peasant, "William 
proceeded to the Hague. He was impatiently expected there : 
for, though the fleet which brought him was not visible from 
the shore, the royal salutes had been heard through the mist, 
and had apprised the whole coast of his arrival. Thousands 
had assembled at Honslaerdyk to welcome him with applause 
which came from their hearts and which went to his heart. 
That was one of the few white days of a life, beneficent 
indeed and glorious, but far from happy. After more than 
two years passed in a strange land, the exile had again set 
foot on his native soil. He heard again the language of his 
nursery. He saw again the scenery and the architecture 
which were inseparably associated in his mind with the 
recollections of childhood and the sacred feeling of home ; 
the dreary mounds of sand, shells, and weeds, on which the 
waves of the German Ocean broke ; the interminable meadows 
intersected by trenches ; the straight canals ; the villas bright 
with paint, and adorned with quaint images and inscriptions. 
He had lived during many weary months among a people 
who did not love him, who did not understand him, who 
could never forget that he was a foreigner. Those English- 
men who served him most faithfully served him without 
enthusiasm, without personal attachment, and merely from 
a sense of public duty. In their hearts they were sorry that 
they had no choice bnt between an English tyrant and a 
Dutch deliverer. All was now changed, William was among 
a population' by which he was adored, as Elizabeth had been 
adored when she rode through her army at Tilbury, as 
Charles the Second had been adored when he landed at 
Dover. It is true that the old enemies of the House of 
Orange had not been inactive during the absence of the 
Stadtholder. There had been, not indeed clamours, but 
mutterings against him. He had, it was said, neglected 
his native land for his new kingdom. Wlienever the dignity 
of the English flag, whenever the prosperity of the English 
trade was concerned, he forgot that he was a Hollander. 




# 


^ Belation de la Voyage de Sa Majesty 
Britanniqxie en Hollande, eBricliie de 
planches tr^s eiirieiises, 1692;'W‘agenaar ; 


London Gazette, Jan. 29. 169-?; Bnrnets gX 
ii 71. * 
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Bat^ as soon as Ms weil.remembered-face, was again seen, all CHAP, 
jealous j, all coldness, was at an end. ' There was not a boor, ^ 
not a fisherman, not an artisan, hi the. crowds which lined 
the road from Honslaerdyk to -the- 'Hague, whose , heart .did . 
not swell with pride at the thought that thefcst minister of 
Holland had become a great King, had freed, the, .Hnglish, 
and had conquered the Irish. Tt would haye been madness 
ill William to ■ travel from Hampton ' Court to 
without a guard: but in Ms own land he needed -nO' swords, . 
or carbines to defend him. ■ .not: 'keep the people off; ” 

he cried : let them come elosO' to me :■ , ihey are all my good 
friends.” He soon learat' that .sumptuous preparations were 
makiii.g for Ms entrance into the -..Hague. At first he mnr- William’s 
inured and objected. He detested, 'he said, noise and dis- 
play. The necessary cost of the war was '■ quite, heavy enough, hagim ^ 
He hoped tlijit his kind fellow townsmen would consider Mm 
as a neighbour, born and bred among them, and would not 
pay him so bad a compliment as to treat him ceremoniously. 

But all his expostulations were. vain. The Hollanders, 
simple and parsimonious as their ordinary habits were, had 
set their hearts on giving .their illustrious .countryman, a;, re- . 
ception suited _to liis dignity nnd. to- his .merit '; and he found 
it necessary to yield. On the day of Ms triumph, the con- . 
course was immense. All the wheeled carriages and horses 
of the province were too few for the multitudes that flocked 
to the show. Many thousands came slidingor skating along 
the frozen canals from Amsterdam, Eotterdam, Leyden, 
Haarlem, Delft. At ten iaa the morning of tlie twenty-sixth 
of January, the great bell of the Town House gave the signal. 

Sixteen hundred substantial burghers, well armed, and clad 
in tlie finest dresses which were, to be found in the recesses 
of their wardrobes, kept order in the crowded streets. Bal- 
conies and scaffolds, embowered -in ■ evergreens and hung 
with tapestry, Md the windows. . The royal coach, escorted 
by an army of halberdiers and - running footmen, and followed 
by a long train of splendid equipages,, passed under numerous 
arches rich with .' carving and ■ painting, amidst incessant 
shouts of Long live the King our Stadtholder.” The front 
of the Town House and the whole' circuit of the marketplace 
were in a blaze with brilliant colours.;, Civic.crowns, trophies, 
emblems of arts, of sciences, of commerce, and of agriculture, 
appeared everywhere. In one place 'William saw portrayed 
the glorious actions G.f Ms, nncestbrs.'..., .There was the silent 
prince, the founder of the Batavian commonwealth, passing 
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OHAP. tlie Meuse witli Ms warriors. There was the more impetuous 
> Maurice leading the cliarge at Meuport. -A. little further on, 
the hero might retrace the eTentful story of his own life. 
He was a child at Ms widowed mother’s knee. He was at 
the altar with Mary’s hand in his. ■ He was landing at Tor- 
bay. He was swimming through the Boyne. There, too, 
was a boat amidst the ice and the breakers ; and above it 
was most appropriately inscribed, in the majestic language 
of Home, the saying of the great Eoman, What dost thou 
fear? Thou hast Caesar on board.” The task of furnishing 
the Latin mottoes had been entrusted to two men, who, till 
Bentley appeared, held the highest place among the classical 
scholars of that age. Spanheim, whose knowledge of the 
Eoman^^^^^ unrivalled, imitated, not unsuccessfully, 

the noble conciseness of those ancient legends which he had 
assiduously studied; and he was assisted by Grsevius, who 
then fill ed a chair at Utrecht, and whose just reputation had 
drawn to that University multitudes of students from every 
part of Protestant Europe.* When the nigh^ came, fire- 
works were eshibited on the great tank which washes the 
walls of the palace of the Federation. That tank was now 
as hard as marble ; and the Dutch boasted that nothing had 
ever been seen, even on the terrace of Versailles, more bril- 
liant than the effect produced by the innumerable cascades 
of flame which were reflected in the smooth mirror of ice.f 
The English Lords congratulated their master on Ms im- 
mense popularity. ^^Tes,” said he; ^‘^but I am not the 
favourite. The shouting was nothing to what it would have 
been if Mary had been with me.” 

A few hours after the triumphal entry, the King attended 
a sitting of the States Greneral. His last appearance among 
them had been on the day on which he embarked for Eng- 
land. He had then, amidst the broken words and loud weep- 
ing of those grave Senators, thanked them for the Idndness 
with which they had watched over his childhood, trained his 
mind in youth, and supported his authority in Ms riper years ; 


^ The names of these two ^eat scho- 
lars are associated in a very interesting 
letter of Bentley to Gr^vius, dated April 
2p. 1698. ** Seinnt omnes qni me nornnt, 
et si vitam mihi Dens 0. M. proroga- 
verit, seient etiam posteri, nt te et 
vd^v Spanheminm, geminos hnjns aevi 
Diosc^ros,l?icida literaram sidera, semper 
prsedicaverim, semper veneratus sim.” 
t Belation de la Voyage de Sa Ma- 


jesty Britanniqiie en Hollande, 1692; 
London Gazette, Feb. 2. 169f ; Le Tri- 
omphe Eoyal oh Pon voit deserits les 
Arcs de Triomphe, Pyrainides, Tableaux 
et Devises an Nombre de 66, erigez 4 
la Haye a Pbonneur de Gnillaiime Trois, 
1692 ; Le Carnaval de la Haye, 1691. 
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and he liad soleiimly^ his beloved wife to their 

care. He now came back among them the King of three 
kingdoms^ the head df the greatest coalition that Europe had 
seen since the Leagtie of Cambray ; and nothing was heard 
in the hall biit applause and congratnlations.’^ 

By this time the streets of the Hagne were overflowing 
with the equipages and retinues of princes and ambassadors 
who came flocking to the great Congress. Eirst appeared 
the ambitions and ostentations Frederic, Blecter of Branden- 
burg, who, a few years later, took the title of King of Pmssiar 
Then arrived the yonng Elector of Bavaria, the Eegent of 
Wnrtemberg, the Landgraves of Hesse Oassel and Hesse 
Darmstadt, and a long train of sovereign princes, sprung 
from the illustrious houses of Brunswick, of Saxony, of Hol- 
stein, and of Hassan. The Marquess of G-astanaga, Governor 
of the Spanish Netherlands, repaired to the assembly from 
the viceregal Cburt of Brussels. Extraordinary ministers 
had been sent by the Emperor, by the Kings of Spain, 
Poland, Denmark, and Sweden, and by the Duke of Savoy. 
There was scarcely room in the town and the neighbourhood 
for the English Lords and gentlemen and the German Counts 
and Barons whom curiosity or official duty had brought to 
the place of meeting. The grave capital of the most thrifty 
and industrious of nations was as gay as Tenice in the Carni- 
val. The walks cut among those noble limes and elms in 
which the villa of the Princes of Orange is embosomed were 
gay with the plumes, the stars, the flowing wigs, the em- 
broidered coats, and the gold hilted swords of gallants from 
London, Berlin, and Vienna. With the nobles were mingled 
sharpers not less gorgeously attired than they. At night the 
hazard tables were thronged 5 and the theatre was filled to 
the roof. Princely banquets followed one another in rapid 
succession. The meats were served in gold ; and, according 
to that old Teutonic fashion with which Shakspeare had 
made his countrymen familiar, as often as any of the great 
princes proposed a health, the kettle drums and trumpets 
sounded. Some English Lords, particularly Devonshire, 
gave entertainments which vied with those of Sovereigns. 
It was remarked that the German potentates, though gene- 
rally disposed to be litigiotis and punctilious about etiquette, 
associated, on this occasion, in an unceremonious manner, 

^ London Gazette, FeB. 5. 169-; His togetlie]? mtB the Answer of tlieir High 
Majesty’s Speech to the Assemhly of the and Mighty Loidships, as both are ex- 
States General of the United Provinces tracted out of the Eegister of the EeSQ- 
at the Hague, the 7th of February H.S., lutions of the States Genera], 1691, 
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CHAP, and seemed to liave forgotten tlieir passion for lieraldic con- 
^xvil.^ .. troyersy. The taste for wine, which was then characteristic 
of their nation, they had not forgotten. At the table of the 
Elector of Brandenburg much mirth was caused by the 
gravity of the statesmen of Holland, who, sober themselves, 
confuted out of Grotius and Puffendorf the nonsense stuttered 
by the tipsy nobles of the Empire. One of those nobles 
swallowed so many bumpers that he tumbled into the turf 
hre, and was not pulled out till his fine velvet suit had been 
burned.*^ 

La the midst of all this revelry, business was not neglected. 
A formal meeting of the Congress was held at which William 
presided. In a short and dignified speech, which was speedily 
circulated throughout Europe, he set forth the necessity of 
firm union and strenuous exertion. The profound respect 
with which he was heard by that splendid assembly caused 
hitter mortification to his enemies both in England and in 
France. The German potentates were bitterly reviled for 
yielding precedence to an upstart. Indeed the most illus- 
trious among them paid to him such marks of deference as 
they would scarcely have deigned to pay to the Imperial 
Majjesty, mingled with the crowd in his antechamber, and at 
his table behaved as respeetfdly as any English lord in wait- 
ing. In one caricature the allied princes were represented as 
muzzled bears, some with crowns, some with caps of state. 
William had them all in a chain, and was teaching them to 
dance. In another caricature, he appeared taking his ease 
in an arm chair, with his feet on a cushion, and his hat on 
his head, while the Electors of Brandenburg and Bavaria, 
uncovered, occupied small stools on the right and left: the 
crowd of Landgraves and Sovereign dulces stood at humble 
distance ; and Gastanaga, the unworthy successor of Alva^, 
awaited the orders of the heretic tyrant on bended knee.f 

It was soon announced by authority that, before the 
beginning of summer, two hundred and twenty thousand 
men would be in the field against Prance.} The contingent 
which each of the allied powers was to furnish was made 
known. Matters about which it would have been inexpe- 

^ Relation de la Voyage de Sa Ma- Electeurs, April IGOl; Ccreinonial de co 
jest^ Britanniqiie en Hollande ; Burnet, qui s’est passe a la ITaye entre le Eoi 
ii. 72. ; London Gazette, Eeb. 12, 19. 23. Guillaume ot les Eleeteurs de Baviere et 
169? ; M4moires du Comte de Dohna ; de Brandebourg. This last tract is a 
William Puller’s Memoirs. MS. presented to the British Museum by 

t Wagenaar, Ixii. ; Le Cariiaval de la George lY. 

Haye, Mars 1691 ; Le Tabouret des f London Gazette, Feb. 23. 169|. 
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dieiit to 'put fortli' any declaration were privately discussed GHAP. 
by tlie King of Eiigland with Ms allies, , ^ On tMs occasion,' as 
on every other important occasion .-during his reign,, he was ■ 
his own minister for foreign afiairs. It was necessary for the 
sahe of form that he should be attended by a Secretary of 
State ; and had therefore followed , him to 

Holland. But Nottingham, though, in matters relating to 
the internal government of England, he enjoyed a large 
share of his master’s confidence, knew little more about the 
btisiness of the Congress than what he saw in the Gazettes. 

This mode of transacting business would now be thought William 
most unconstitutional; and many writers, applying the 
standard of their own age to the transactions of a fofmer for foreign 
age, have severely blamed William for acting without the 
advice of his ministers, and his ministers for submitting to 
be kept in ignorance of transactions which deeply concerned 
the honour of the Crown and the welfare of the nation. Yet 
surely the presumption is that what the most honest and 
honourable men of both parties, Nottingham, for example, 
among the Tories, and Somers among the Whigs, not only 
did, but avowed, cannot have been altogether inexcusable ; 
and a very sufficient excuse wiU without difficulty be found. 

^ The doctrine that the Sovereign is not responsible is 
doubtless as old as any part of our constitution. The doc- 
trine that his ministers are responsible is also of immemorial 
antiquity. The doctrine that, where there is no responsi- 
bility, there can be no trustworthy security against malad- 
ministration, is one which, in our age and country, few 
people will be inclined to dispute. From these three propo- 
sitions it plainly follows that the administration is likely to 
be best conducted when the Sovereign performs no public 
act without the concurrence and instrumentality of a minis- 
ter. argument is perfectly sound. But we must re- 

member that arguments are constructed in one ’way, and 
governments in another. In logic, none but an idiot admits 
the premises and denies the legitimate conclusion. ■ But, in 
practice, we see that great and enlightened communities 
often persist, generation" after generation, , in asserting prin- 
ciples, and refusing to act upon those.-'.principles. It may be 
doubted whether any real polity that ever; existed has exactly 
corresponded to the pure idea of that polity. According to 
the pure idea of eonstitutional royalty, the prince reigns, and 
does not govern *, and constitutional royalty, as it now exists 
in England, comes nearer than in' any other country to the 
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pure idea. Yet it would he a great error to imagine, even 
now, tliat our princes merely reign and never govern. In 
the seventeenth century, both Whigs and Tories thought it, 
not only the right, but the duty, of the first magistrate to 
govern. Ml parties agreed in blaming Charles the Second 
for not being his own Prime Minister i all parties agreed in 
praising James for being his own Lord High Admiral ; and 
all parties thought it natural and reasonable that William 
should he his own Foreign Secretary. 

It may be observed that the ablest and best informed of 
those who have censured the manner in which the negotia- 
tions of that time were conducted are scarcely consistent 
with themselves. For, while they blame William for being 
his own Ambassador Plenipotentiary at the Hague, they 
praise him for being Ms own Commander in Chief in Ireland. 
Yet where is the distinction in principle between the two 
cases? Surely every reason which can be brought to prove 
that he violated the constitution, when, by his own sole 
authority, he made compacts with the Emperor and the 
Elector of Brandenburg, will equally prove that he violated 
the constitution, when, by his own sole authority, he ordered 
one column to plunge into the water at Oldbridge and 
another to cross the bridge of Slane. If the constitution 
gave him the command of the forces of the State, the con- 
stitution gave him also the direction of the foreign relations 
of the State. On what principle then can it be maintained 
that he was at liberty to exercise the former power without 
consulting anybody, but that he was bound to exercise the 
latter power in conformity with the advice of a minister? 
Will it be said that an error in diplomacy is likely to be 
more injurious to the country than an error in strategy? 
Surely not. It is hardly conceivable that any blunder which 
William might have made at the Hague could have been 
more injurious to the public interests than a defeat at the 
Boyne. Or will it be said that there was greater reason for 
placing confidence in his military than in his diplomatic skill ? 
Surely not. In war he showed some great moral and in- 
tellectual qualities : but, as a tactician, he did notrank Mgh| 
and of his many campaigns only two were decidedly success- 
ful. In the talents of a negotiator, on the other hand, he 
has never been surpassed. Of the interests and the tempers 
of the continental courts he knew more than all Ms Privy 
Council together. Some of his ministers were doubtless men 
of great ability, excellent orators in the House of Lords, and 
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versed in our insular politics. But, in the deliberations of the CHAP. 
Congress^ Oaermarthen and Nottingham would have been 
fomid as far inferior to him as he would have been found in- 
ferior to them in a parliamentary debate on a question purely 
English. The coalition against Erance was his wort. He 
alone had joined together the parts of that great whole ; and 
he alone could keep them together. If he had trusted that 
vast and complicated machine in the hands of any of his 
subjects, it would instantly have fallen to pieces. 

Some things indeed were to be done which none of his 
subjects would have ventured to do. Pope Alexander was 
really, though not in name, one of the allies i it was of the 
highest importance to have him for a friend: and yet such 
was the temper of the English nation that an English 
minister might weU shrink from having any dealings, direct 
or indirect, with the Vatican. The Secretaries of State were 
glad to leave in the hands of their master a matter so delicate 
and so full of risk, and to be able to protest with truth that 
not a line to which the most intolerant Protestant could 
object had ever gone out of their offices. 

It must not be supposed however that William ever forgot William 
that his especial, his hereditary, mission was to protect the 
' Eeformed Eaith. His influence with Eoman Catholic princes for the 
was constantly and strenuously exerted for the benefit of '^alden- 
their Protestant subjects. In the spring of 1691, the 
Waldensian shepherds, long and cruelly persecuted, and 
weary of their lives, were surprised by glad tidings. Those 
who had been in prison for heresy returned to their homes. 
Children, who had been taken from their parents to be 
educated by priests, were sent back. Congregations, which 
had hitherto met only by stealth and with extreme peril, 
now worshipped God without molestation in the face of day. 

Those simple mountaineers probably never knew that their 
fate had been a subject of discussion at the Hague, and that 
they owed the happiness of their firesides and the secxirity of 
their humble temxfies to the ascendency which William ex- 
ercised over the Duke of Savoy."^ 

No coalition of which Mstoiry has preserved the memory Vices in- 
has had an abler chief than WiUi^am.. .But even William 
often contended in vain against those vices which are inherent of coall- 
in the nature of aU coalitions. No undertaking which re- 
cpiires the hearty and long continued cooperation of many 

* The secret article by wMcLtlie Duke tion to the Waldenscs is in Dumonfs 
of Savoy hound himself to grant tolera- collection. It was signed Pol). 8. 1891. 
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iadependent states is likely to prosper. Jealousies inevitably 
spring Tip. Disputes engender disputes. Every confederate 
is tempted to throw, on otkers some part of the burden wMcli 
he ought himself to bear. Scarcely one honestly furnishes 
the promised contingent. Scarcely one exactly observes the 
appointed day. But perhaps no coalition that ever existed 
was in sdeh constant danger of dissolution as the coalition 
which William had with infinite difficulty formed. The long 
Hst of potentates, who met in person or by their representa- 
tives at the Hague, looked well in the Gazettes, The crowd 
of princely equipages, attended by manycoloured guards and 
lacqueys, looked well among the lime trees of the Yoorhout. 
But the very circumstances which made the Congress more 
splendid than other congresses made the league weaker than 
other leagues. The more numerous the allies, the more 
numerous were the dangers which threatened the alliance. 
It was impossible that twenty governments, divided by quar- 
rels about precedence, quarrels about territory, quarrels about 
trade, quarrels about religion, could long act together in per- 
fect harmony. That they acted together during several years 
in imperfect harmony is to be ascribed to the wisdom, patience, 
and firmness of William. 

The situation of his great enemy was very different. The 
resources of the French monarchy, though certainly not equal 
to those of England, Holland, the House of Austria, and the 
empire of Germany united, were yet very formidable : they 
were all collected in a central position; and they were all 
under the absolute direction of a single mind. Lewis could 
do with two words what William could hardly bring about by 
two months of negotiation at Berlin, Munich, Brussels, Turin, 
and Yienna. Thus France was found equal in effective 
strength to all the states which were combined against her. 
For in the political, as in the natural world, there may be an 
equality of momentum between unequal bodies, when the body 
which is inferior in weight is superior in velocity. 

This was soon signally proved. In March the princes and 
ambassadors who had been assembled at the Hague separated : 
and scarcely had they separated when all their pkms wei*e 
disconcerted by a bold and skilful move of the enemy. 

Lewis was sensible that the, meeting of the Congress 
was likely to produce a great effect on the public iD.ind of 
Europe. That effect he determined to counteract by striking 
a sudden and terrible blow. While his enemies were settling 
how many troops each of them should furnish, he ordered 
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iminerous divisions of Ms army to marcli from widely dis- 
tant points towards Mons^ one of tlae most important, if not 
the most important, of the fortresses which protected the 
Spanish Netherlands. His purpose was discovered only when 
it was all but accomplished. William, who had retired for a 
few days to Loo, learned with surprise and extreme vexation, 
that cavalry, infantry, artillery, bridges of boats, were fast 
approaching the fated city by many converging routes. A 
hundred thousand men had been brought together. All the 
implements of war had been largely provided by Louvois, the 
first of living administrators. The command was entrusted 
to Luxemburg, the first of living generals. The scientific 
operations were directed by Tauban, the first of living en- 
gineers. That nothing might be wanting which could kindle 
emulation through all the ranks of a gallant and loyal army, 
the magnificent King himself had set out from Versailles for 
the camp. Yet William had still .some faint hope that it 
might be possible to iMse the siege. He flew to the Hagne, 
put all the forces of the States General in motion, and sent 
pressing messages to the Gei’man Princes. Within three 
weeks' after he had received the first hint of the danger, he 
was in the neighbourhood of the besieged city, at the head 
^ near fifty thousand troops of different nations. To attack 
a superior force commanded by such a captain as Luxemburg 
was a bold, almost a desperate enterprise. Yet William was 
so sensible that the loss of Mons would, be an almost irre- 
parable disaster and disgrace that he made up his. mind to 
run the hazard. He was convinced that the event of the 
siege would determine the policy of the Courts of Stockholm 
and Copenliagen. Those Courts had lately seemed inclined to 
join the coalition. If Mens feU, they would oertainJy remain 
neutral ; and they might possibly become hostile. The 
risk,^^ he wrote to Heinsius, ^Hs great : yet I am not without 
hope. I will do what can be done. The issue is in the hands 
of Godf^ On the very day on which this letter was written 
Mons fell. The siege had been vigorously pressed. Lewis 
himself, though suftering from the gout, had set the example 
of strenuous exertion. His household troops, the finest body 
of soldiers in Europe, had, under his eye, surpassed them- 
selves. The young nobles of his court had tried to attract Ms 
notice by exposing themselves to the hottest fire with the 
same gay alacrity with which they were wont to exhibit their 
'graceful figures at his balls. . His wounded soldiers were 
charmed by the benignant courtesy with which 'ho walked 
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among their pallets, assisted wMe woimds were dressed bj 
the hospital surgeons, and breakfasted on a porringer of the 
hospital broth. While all was obedience and enthusiasm 
among the besiegers, all was disunion and dismay among the ^ 
besieged. The dnty of the French lines was so well performed 
that no messenger sent by William was able to cross them. 
The garrison did not know that relief was close at hand. The 
burghers were appalled by the prospect of those horrible cala- 
niities which befall cities taken by storm. Showers of shells 
and redhot bnllets were falling in the streets. The town was 
on fire in ten places at once. The peaceful inhabitants de- 
rived an nnwonted courage from the excess of their fear, and 
rose on the soldiers. Thenceforth resistance was impossible ; 
and a capitulation was concluded. The armies then retired ' 
into quarters. Military operations were suspended during 
some weeks : Lewis returned in triumph to Tersailles | and 
William paid ashort visit to England, where his presence was 
much needed.* 

He found the ministers still employed in tracing out the 
ramifications of the plot which had been discovered just be- 
fore his departure. Early in January, Preston, Ashton, and 
Elliot had been arraigned at the Old Bailey. They claimed 
the right of severing in their challenges. It was therefore 
necessary to try them separately. The audience was nume- 
rous and splendid. Many peers were present. The Lord 
President and the two Secretaries of State attended in order 
to prove that the papers produced in Court were the same 
which Billop had brought to Whitehall. A considerable 
number of Judges appeared on the bench ; and Holt presided. 

A full report of the proceedings has come down to us, and 
well deserves to be attentively studied, and to be compared 
with the reports of other trials which had not long before taken"" 
place under the same roof. The whole spirit of the tribunal 
had undergone in a few months a change so complete that it 
might seem to have been the work of ages. Twelve years 
earlier, unhappy Eoman Catholics, accused of wickedness 
which had never entered into their thoughts, had stood in 
that dock. The witnesses for the Crown had repeated their 
hideous fictions amidst the applauding hums of the audience. 


* London G-azette from lUareli 26, to 
April 13. 1691 ; Monthly Mercuries of 
March and April ; William’s Letters to 
Heinsius of March 18. and 29., April 
7.9.; Dangean’s Memoirs ; the Siege of 
Mons, a tragi-comedy, 1691. In this 


drama the clergy, -who are in the interest 
of France, persuade the burghers to de^ 
liver up the tomi. This treason calls 
forth an indignant exclamation : 

“ Oh priestcraft, shopcraft, how do ye eifeminate 
The minds of men I ” 
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Tlie judges had shared^ or had. pretended to share the stupid CHAP, 
credulity and the saTage passions of the populace, had ex- / 
changed smiles and compliments with the pequred informers, 
had roared down the arguments feebly stammered forth by 
the prisoners, and had not been ashamed, in passing the sen- 
tence of death, to mate ribald jests on purgatory and the 
mass. As soon as the butchery of Papists was over, the 
butchery of Whigs had commenced ; and the judges had ap- 
plied themselves to their new work with even more than their 
old barbarity. To these scandals the Eevolution had put an 
end. Whoever, after perusing the trials of Ireland and 
Pickering, of Grove and Berry, of Sidney, Cornish, and Alice 
Lisle, turns to the trials of Preston and Ashton, will be 
astonished by the contrast. The Solicitor General, Somers, 
conducted the prosecutions with a moderation and humanity 
of which his predecessors had left him no example. I did 
never think,” he said, that it was the part of any who 
were of counsel for the King in eases of this nature to aggra- 
vate the crime of the prisoners, or to put false colours on the 
evidence.”^ Holt’s conduct was faultless. Pollexfen, an 
older man than Holt or Somers, retained a little, — and a little 
was too much, — of the tone of that bad school in which he had 
Htieen bred. But, though he once or twice forgot the austei'e 
decorum of his place, he cannot be accused of any violation 
of substantial justice. The prisoners themselves seem to have 
been surprised by the fairness and gentleness with which 
they were treated. I would not mislead the jury, Fll assure 

you,” said Holt to Preston, ^^nor do Your Lordship any 
manner of injury in the world.” Ho, my Lord;” said 
Preston ; I see it well enough that Your Lordship would 
not.” Whatever my fate may he,” said Ashton, caimot 
but own that I have had a fair trial for my life.” 

The culprits gained nothing by the moderation of the 
Solicitor General or hy the impartiality of the Court : for the 
evidence was irresistible. The meaning of the papers seized 
by Billop was so plain that the dullest juryman cotild not 
misunderstand it. Of those papers part was fully proved to 
be in Preston’s handwriting. Part was in Ashton’s hand- 


* Trial of Preston in the Collection of 
State Trials. A person who was present 
gives the following account of Somers's 
opening speech : “ In the opening the 
evidence, there w'as no alfected exagge- 
ration of matters, nor ostentation of a 
pntid eloquence, one after another, as in 
former trials, like so many geese cackling 


in a row. Here was nothing besides fair 
matter of fact, or natural and just re- 
flections from thence arising.” The pam- 
phlet from which I quote these words is 
entitled, An Account of the late horrid 
Conspiracy, by a Person who was present 
at the Trials, 1691. 
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writing ; but tMs tbe counsel for tlie proseciition had not ihe 
means of proving. They therefore rested the ease against 
A.shton on the indisputable facts that the treasonable packet 
had been fonnd in his bosom^ and that he had used language 
which was quite unintelligible except on the supposition that > I 
he had a guilty knowledge of the contents.* j 

Both Preston and Ashton were convicted and sentenced to 
death. Ashton was speedily executed. ' He might have saved f 
his life by making disclosures. But^ though he declared that^ 
if he were spared, he would always be a faithful subject of ;! 
Their Majesties, he was fully resolved not to give np the ^ 
names of his accomplices. In this resolution he was en- 
couraged by the nonjuring divines who attended him in his 
cell. It was probably by their influence that he was induced 
to deliver to the Sheriffs on the scaffold a declaration which I 
he had transcribed and signed, but had not, it is to be hoped, ; 
composed or attentively considered. In this paper he was 
made to complain of the unfairness of a trial which he had ; 
himself in public acknowledged to have been eminently fair. 

He was also made to aver, on the word of a dying man, that 
he knew nothing of the papers which had been found upon 
him. Unfortunately his declaration, when inspected, proved 
to be in the same handwriting with one of the most im- 
portant of those* papers. He died with manly fortitude.f i; 

Elliot was not brought to trial. The evidence against ; ; 
him was not quite so clear as that on which his associates 
had been convicted ; and he was not worth the anger of the 
ruling powers. The fate of Preston was long in suspense. 

The Jacobites affected to be confident that the government " 
would not dare to shed his blood. He was, they said, a . 
favourite at Versailles, and his death would be followed by a 
terrible retaliation. They scattered about the streets of Lon- . - 
don papers in which it was asserted that, if any ffariii befelT . 
him., Mounijoy, and all the other Englishmen of quality who 
were prisoners in Prance, would be broken on the wheel. J 
These absurd threats would not have deferred the execution 
one day. But those who had Preston in their power were 
not unwilling to spare him on certain conditions. He was 
privy to all the counsels of the disaffected party, and could 

* State Trials. afterwards Rishop of Gloucester. Burnet, 

t Paper delivered by Mr. Asliton, at ii. 70.; Better from Bishop Lloyd to - 1 
bis execution, to Sir Francis Child, She- Bodwell, in the second volume of Giitclf^^ 
riff of London; Answer to the Paper Cotlectanca Curiosa. 
delivered by Mr. Ashton. The Answer J Narcissus Luttrell’s Liary. 
was written by Dr. Edward Fowler, 
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furiiisli informatioi}. of tlie liighest Taliie. He was informed CHAP, 
that Ms fate depended on himself. The struggle was long . ^ 

and severe. Pride, conscience, party spirit, were on one side ; 
the intense love of life on the other. He went during a time 
irresolutely to and fro. He listened to his brother Jacobites ; 
and his courage rose. He listened to the agents of the 
government ; and his heart sank within him. In an evening, 
when he had dined and drunk his claret, he feared nothing. 

He would die like a man, rather than save his neck by an 
act of baseness. But his temper was very different when he 
woke the next morning, when the courage which he had 
drawn from wine and company had evaporated, when he was 
alone with the iron grates and stone walls, and when the 
thought of the block, the axe, and the sawdust rose in his 
mind. During some time he regularly wrote a confession 
every forenoon, when he was sober, and burned it every night 
when he was merry His nonjuring friends formed a plan 
for bringing Sancroft to visit the Tower, in the hope, doubt- 
less, that the exhortations of so great a prelate and so great 
a saint would confirm the wavering virtue of the prisoner, t 
Whether this plan would have been successful may be 
doubted : it was not carried into effect : the fatal hour drew 
near; and the fortitude of Preston gave way. He confessed 
^is guilt, and named Clarendon, Dartmouth, the Bishop of 
Ely, and William Penn, as his accomplices. He added a long 
list of persons against whom he could not himself give evi- 
dence, but who, if he could trust to Penn’s assurances, were 
fiiendly to King James. Among these i^rsons were Devon- 
shire and Dorset.J There is not the slightest reason to believe 
that either of these great noblemen ever had any dealings, 
direct or indirect, with Saint Germains. It is not, however, 
necessary to accuse Penn of deliberate falsehood. Ha was 
credulous and garrulous. The Lord Steward and the Lord 
Chamberlain had shared in the vexation with which their 
party had observed the leaning of William towards the 
Tories ; and they had probably expressed that vexation un- 
guardedly. So weak a man as Penn, wishing to find Jacobites 
everywhere, and prone to believe whatever he wished, might 
easily put an erroneous construction on invectives such as the 
naughty and irritable Devonshire was but too ready to utter, 
and on sarcasms such as, in moments of spleen, dropped but 

^ l^arcissiis LiittrelFs Diary ,* Burnet, croft araong the Tanner MSS. 
ii. 71. } Gaemarthen to William, February 

f Letter of Collier and Coolc to San- 3, ICOf ; Life of James, ii. 413. 
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too easily from tlie lips of tie keenwitted Dorset. Caermar- 
then, a Tory, and a Tory wio had been mercilessly persecnted 
by the Whigs, was disposed to make the most of this idle 

hearsay. But he received no enconragement from his master, 

•who of all the great pohticians inentioned in history, was ^ , 
the least prone to suspicion. When William returned to ' 
•Biv. fT lg.naj Preston was brought before him, and was com- 
manded to repeat the confession which had already been made 
to the ministers. The King stood behind the Lord President’s ; 

chair and listened gravely while Clarendon, Dartmouth, 
Turner, and Penn were named. But as soon as the prisoner, 
passing from what he could himself tesitfy, began to repeat . 
-the stories which Penn had told him, WUliani touched Caer- 
marthen on the shoulder, and said, “ My Lord, we have had 
too much of this.”* The King’s judicious magnanimity had - 
its proper reward. Devonshire and Dorset became from that ^ 
day more zealous than ever in the cause of the master who, ' 
in spite of calumny, for which their own indiscretion had j 
perhaps famished some ground, had continued to repose con- 
fidence in their loyalty.f _ ; 

Even those who were undoubtedly criminal were generally 
treated with great lenity. Clarendon lay in the Tower about 
sis months. His guilt was fully es-tabhshed; and a parlpr 
among the Whigs called loudly and importunately for his 
head But he was saved by the pathetic entreaties of his 
brother Eochester, by the good ofdces of the humane and 
generous Burnet, and by Mary’s respect for the memory of 

her mother. The prisoner’s confinement was not strict. He | 

was allowed to entertam his friends at dinner. When at 
lenoth his health began to suffer from restraint, he was per- 
mitted to go into -the country under the care of a warder : 
the warder was soon removed ; and Clarendon was informed 
that, while he led a quiet, rural life, he should not be mo- ^ 

lested.J 1 -TT 

The treason of Dartmouth was of no common aye. J±e 

* That this account of what passed is 
true in substance is sufficiently proyed 
by the Life of Janies, ii. 443. I have 
taken one or two slight cireumstances 
from Balrymple, who, I believe, took 
them from papers, now irrecoverably 
lost, which he had seen in the Scotch 
College at Paris. 

t The wisdom of William’s « seeming 
clemency” is admitted in the Life of 
James, ii. 443. The Prince of Orange s 
method, it is acknowledged, “ succeeded 


0 well that, whatever sentiments those 
jords which Mr. Penn had named might 
lave had at that time, they proved in 
iffect most bitter enemies to his Majesty’s 
iause afterwards.” It ought to be ob- 
served that this part of the Life of James 
vas revised and corrected hy his son. 

t See his Diary ; Evelyn’s Diary, Mar. 
15 ,, April 22., July 11. 1691 ; 33umet, 
i. 71, ; Letters of Eochester to Burnet^ 
ikarch 21. ancl April 2. 1691, 
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was an English seaman, aiid he had laid a plan for betraying 
Portsmouth to the French, and had offered to take the com- 
mand of a French squadron against his comatry. It was a 
serious aggravation of his guilt that he had been one of the 
very iirst persons who took the oaths to William and Mary. 
He was arrested and brought to the Council Chamber. A 
narrative of what passed there, written by himself, has been 
preserved. Li that narrative he admits that he was treated 
with great courtesy and delicacy. He vehemently asserted 
his innocence. He declared that he had never corresponded 
with Saint Germains, that he was no favourite there, and that 
Mary of Modena in particular owed him a grudge. My 
Lords,” he said, I am an Englishman. I always, when the 
interest of the House of Bourbon was strongest here, shnnned 
the French, both men and women. I would lose the last drop 
of my blood rather than see Portsmouth in the power of 
foreigners. I am not such a fool as to think that King Lewis 
will conquer us merely for the benefit of King James. I am 
certain that nothing can be truly imputed to me beyond some 
foolish talk over a bottle.” His protestations seem to have 
produced some effect ; for he was at first permitted to remain 
in the gentle custody of the Black Eod, On farther enquiry, 
however, it was determined to send him to the Tower. After 
a confinement of a few weeks he died of apoplexy^: but he 
lived long enough to complete his disgrace by offering his 
sword to the new government, and by expressing in fervent 
language his hope that he might, by the goodness of God 
and of Their Majesties, have an opportunity of showing how 
much he hated the French.* 

Turner ran no serious risk: for the government was most 
unwilling to send to the scaffold one of the Seven who had 
signed the memorable petition. A warrant was however 
issued for his apprehension ; and his friends had little hope 
that he would long remain undiscovered: for his nose was 
such as none who had seen it could forget ; and it was to 
little purpose that he put on a flowing wig, and that he suf- 
fered his beard to grow. The pursuit was probably not very 
hot : for, after skulking a few weeks in England, he suc- 
ceeded in crossing the Channel, and passed some time in 
France.t 

^ Life of James, ii. 443. 450. ; Legge Sancroft to Lloyd of ISTonneh, April 2. 
Papers iii the Mackintosh Collection. 1692. These two letters are among the. 

t Bmmet,ii. 71. ; ETClyn’s Diary, Jan. Tanner MSS. in the Bodleian Library, 
4. and 18. 169f ; Letter from Turaer to and are printed in the Life of Ken by a 
Bancroft, Jan. 19. 169f; Letter from Layman. Turner's escape to France is 
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A warrant was issued against Peiiii ; and he narrowly 
escaped tlie messengers. It chaneed tliat/ on the day on 
wMcli they were sent in search of Mm, he was attending a 
remarkable ceremony at some distance from Ms home. An 
event had taken place which a historian, whose object is to r- 
recordthe real life of a nation, ought not to pass unnoticed. 
While London was agitated by the news that a plot had 
been discovered, George Fox, the founder of the sect of 
Quakers, died.' 

More than forty years had elapsed since Fox had begun 
to see visions and to cast out devils.* He was then a youth 
of pure morals and grave deportment, with a perverse temper, 
with the education of a labouring man, and with an intellect 
in the most unhappy of all states, that is to say, too much 
disordered for liberty, and not sufficiently disordered for 
Bedlam. The circumstances in which lie was placed were 
such as could scarcely fail to bring out in the strongest form 
the constitutional diseases of his mind. At the time when 
his faculties were ripening, Episcopalians, Presbyterians, 
Independents, Baptists, were striving for mastery, and were, 
in every corner of the realm, refuting and reviling each 
other. He wandered from congregation to congregation : 
he heard priests harangue against Puritans ; he heard Puri- 
tans harangue against priests : and he in vain applied for 
spiritual direction and consolation to doctors of both parties. 

One jolly old clergyman of the Anglican communion told 
hi-m to smoke tobacco and sing psalms : another counselled 
him to go and lose some blood, t From these advisers the 
young enquirer turned in disgust to the Dissenters, and 
found them also blind guides.J After some time he came to 
the conclusion that no human being was competent to in- ^ 
struct him in divine things, and that the truth had been 
communicated to him by direct inspiration from heaven, He'"^ 
argued that, as the division of languages began at Babel, 
and as the persecutors of Christ put on the cross an inscrip- I 
tion in Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, the knowledge of lan- 
guages, and more especially of Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, 
must be useless to a Christian Minister. § Indeed, lie was 


mentioned in ISfareissiis Luttrell’s Diary 
for February 1690. See also a Dialogue 
between the Dishop of Ely and his Con- 
science, 16th February 169f. The dia- 
logue is interrupted by the sound of 
trumpets. The Bishop hears himself 
proclaimed a traitor, and cries out, 

“ Come, trotlier Pen, "tig time we both were 
gone.” 


^ For a specimen of his visions, see 
his Journal, page 13. ; for his casting out 
of devils, page 26, I quote the folio 
edition of 1765. 
t Journal, page 4. 
i Ibid, page 7. 

§ “What they know, they know natu- 
rally, who turn from the command and 
err from the spirit, whose frtiit withers 
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so far laaigiiages tliat lie- knew none :, 

: nor can, tlie most ' corrupt passage in Hebrew be more unin- 
telligible to tlie unlearned than Ms Englisli often is to tlie 
most acute and attentire reader.^ One of tbe precious trutlis 
wbicb were divinely revealed to tMs new apostle was, that it 
was falseliood and adulation to use tbe second person plural 
instead' of tbe second person singular. ^ Another was^ that to 
talk of tbe montb of ITarcli was to worship the bloodthirsty 
god Mars, and that to talk of Monday was to pay idolatrous 
homage to the moon. To say Good morning or Good evening 
was highly reprehensible ; for those phrases evidently imported 
that God had made bad days and bad nights. t A Christian 
was bound to face death itself rather than touch his liat to the 
^ greatest of mankind. When Fox was challenged to produce 
any Scriptural authority for this dogma, he cited the passage 
in which it is written that Shadrach, Meshaeli, and Abed- 
nego were thrown into the fiery furnace with their hats on ; 
and, if his own narrative may be trusted, the Chief Justice 
of England was altogether unable to answer this argument 




who saith that Hebrew, Greek, and 
Latine is the original; before Babell 
wa.?, the earth was of one language ; and 
.^Nimrod the cunning hunter, before the 
Lord, which came out of cursed Ham’s 
stock, the original and builder of Babell, 
whom 0od confounded with many lan- 
guages, and this they say is the original 
who erred from the spirit and command ; 
and Pilate had his original Hebrew, 
Greek, and Latine, which eimcified Christ 
and set OTer him.” — A message from the 
Lord to the Parliament of England, by 
G. Pox, 1654. The same argument w’iii 
be found in the Journal, but has been put 
by the editor into a little better English. 

“ Host thou think to make ministers of 
Christ by these natural confused lan- 
guages which sprung from Babell, are 
admired in Baboll, and set atop of Ghx’ist, 
the Life, by a persecutor?” — ^Page 64. 

* His Journal, before it was published, 
W'as I'crised by men of more sense and 
knowledge than himself, and therefore, 
absurd as it is, gives no notion of his 
genuine style. The following is a fair 
specimen- It is tlie exordium of one of 
his manifesf oes. “ Them which the world 
wlio arc 'wilhoiit the h-ar of God calls 
Quakers in scorn do deny all opinions, 
and they do d<‘ny all conceivings, and 
■they do deny all seets, and they do deny 
all imagiiiaiioiis, and notions, and judg- 
ments which riseth out of the will and 

c c 


the thoughts, and do deny witchcraft and 
all oaths, and the -world and the works of 
it, and their worships and their customs 
with the light, and do deny hxlse ways 
and false worships, seducers and de- 
ceivers which are now seen to be in the 
world with the light, and with it they 
are condenmed, which light leadeth to 
peace and life from death, which now 
thousands do witness the now teacher 
Christ, him by whom the world was 
made, who raigns among the. children 
of light, and with the spirit and power of 
the living God, doth let thorn soc and 
know the chaff from the wheat, and doth 
see that which must be shaken with that 
which cannot be shaken or moved, what 
gives to see that which is shaken and 
moved, such as live in tho notions, 
opinions, conceivings, and thoughts, and 
fancies, these be all shaken and comes to 
be on heaps, which they who witness 
those things before mentioned shaken 
and removed walks in peace not seen and 
discerned by them who walks in those 
things unremovod and not shaken.” — A 
Warning to the World that are Groping 
in the Hark, by G. Fox, 1655. 

t See the piece entitled, Concerning 
Good morrow and Good even, the World's 
customs, but by tho Light which into the 
Woxdd is come by it made xnanih.‘St to 
all who be in the Harkness, by G. Fox, 
1057. 
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except by crying out, Take Mm away^ gaoler.’’* * * § Fox iii« 
sisted miicli on tbe not less weighty argument tHat tlie 
Turks never show their hare heads to their superiors ; and 
he asked, with great animation, whether those who bore the 
noble name of Christians ought not to surpass Turks in 
virtue. t Bowing he strictly prohibited, and, indeed, seemed 
to consider it as the effect of Satanical influence ; for, as he 
observed, the woman in the Gospel, while she had a spirit of 
infirmity, was bowed together, and ceased to bow as soon as 
Divine power had liberated her from the tyranny of the Evil 
One.f His expositions of the sacred writings were of a very 
peculiar kind. Passages, which had been, in the apprehen- 
sion of all the readers of the Gospels during sixteen centuries, 
figurative, he construed literally, passages, which no human 
being before him had ever understood in any other than a 
literal sense, he construed figuratively. Thus, from those 
rhetorical expressions in which the duty of patience under 
injuries is enjoined he deduced the doctrine that selfdefence 
against pirates and assassins is unlawful. On the other 
hand, the plain commands to baptise with water, and to par- 
take of bread and wine in commemoration of the redemption 
of mankind, he pronounced to be allegorical. He long wan- 
dered from place to place, teaching this strange theology, 
shaking like an aspen leaf in his paroxysms of fanatical 
excitement, forcing his way into churches, wMch he nick- 
named steeple houses, interrupting prayers and sermons with 
clamour and scurrility,§ and pestering rectors and justices 
with epistles much resembling burlesques of those sublime 
odes in which the Hebrew prophets foretold the calamities 
of Babylon and Tyre.|| He soon acquired great notoriety by 
these feats. His strange face, his strange chant, his im- 
movable hat, and his leather breeches were known all over, 
the country ; and he boasts that, as soon as the rumour was 
heard, The Man in Leather Breeches is coming,” terror 
seized hypocritical professors, and hireling priests made 
haste to get out of Ms way,^ He was repeatedly imprisoned 
and set in the stocks, sometimes’ justly, for disturbing the 
public worship of congregations, and sometimes unjustly, for 

* JoTirnalj page 166.^ Journal, page 86. ; the Epistle to Wil- 

t Epistle from Harlingen, IXth of 6tli Ham Lampitt, a clergyman, which begins, 
month, 1677. *‘The word of the Lord to thee, oh 

i Of Bowings, by Gr. Eox, 1657. Lampitt,” page 88. ; and the Epistle to 

§ See, for example, the Journal, pages another clergyman, whom he calls Priest 
24. 26. and 61. Tathara, page 92. 

II See, for example, the Epistle to f Journal, page 55. 

Sawiey, a justice of the peace, in the 
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merely taHdng aio He soon gathered round Mm a 

body of disciples^ some of whom went beyond Mmself in 
absurdity. He has told ns that one of his friends walked 
naked throngh SMpton declaring the truth,* and that an- 
other was divinely moved to go naked during several years 
to marketplaces, and to the houses of gentlemen and clergy- 
men, f 1^02: complains bitterly that these pious acts, 
prompted by the Holy Spirit, were requited by an untoward 
generation with hooting, pelting, coachwhipping, and horse- 
whipping. But, though he applauded the zeal of the suf- 
ferers, he did not go quite to their lengths. He sometimes, 
indeed, was impelled to strip himself partially. Thus he 
pulled off his shoes and walked barefoot through Lichfield, 
crying, “Woe to the bloody city.^f But it does not appear 
that he ever thought it his duty to exhibit himself before the 
public without that decent garment from which his popular 
appellation was derived. 

If we form our judgment of George Box simply by looking 
at his own actions and writings, we shall see no reason for 
placing him, morally or intellectually, above Ludowick Mug- 
gleton or Joanna Southcote. But it would be most unjust to 
rank the sect which regards him as its founder with the Mug- 
gletonians or the Soutlicotians. It chanced that among the 
thousands whom his enthusiasm infected were a few persons 
whose abilities and attainments were of a very different order 
from his own. Eobert Barclay was a man of considerable 
parts and learning. William Penn, though inferior to Barclay 
in both natural and acquired abilities, was a gentleman and a 
scholar. That such men should have become the followers of 
George Fox ought not to astonish any person who remembers 
what quick, vigorous, and highly cultivated intellects were in 
our own time duped by the unknown tongues. The truth is 
that no powers of mind constitute a security against errors of 
this description. Touching God and His ways with man, the 
highest human faculties can discover little more than the 
meanest. In theology the interval is small indeed between 
Aristotle and a child, between Archimedes and a naked savage. 
It is not strange, therefore, that wise men, weary of investiga- 
tion, tormented by uncertainty, longing to believe something, 
and yet seeing objections to everything, should submit them- 
selves absolutely to teachers who, with firm and undoubtiiig 
faith, lay claim to a siipeniatural commission* Thus we fre- 
quently see inquisitive and restless spirits take refiigc from 

^ Journal, rage 300. t IM. page 323. I Ibid, page d8. 
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tlieir own scepticism in the bosom of a clinrch which pretends 
to infallibility, and, after questioning the existence of a Deity, 
bring themselves to worship a wafer. And thus it was that 
Dox made some converts to whom he was immeasurably in- 
ferior in eveiything except the energy of his convictions. By 
these converts his rude doctrines were polished into a form 
somewhat less shocking to good sense and good taste. No 
proposition which he had laid down was retracted. No 
indecent or ridicnlons act which he had done or approved was 
coiideinned ; but what was most grossly absurd in his theories 
and practices was softened down, or at least not obtruded on 
the public : whatever could be made to appear specious was 
set ill the fairest light : his gibberish was translated into 
English : meanings which he would have been quite unable to 
comprehend were put on his phrases ; and his system, so much 
improved that he would not have Imown it again, was defended 
by numerous citations from Pagan philosophers and Christian 
fathers whose names he had never heard.* Still, however, 
those who had remodelled his theology eoiitimied to profess, 
and doubtless to feel, profound reverence for him 5 and his 
crazy epistles were to the last received and read with respect 
in Quaker meetings all over the country. His death produced 
a sensation which was not confined to his own disciples. On i 
the morning of the funeral a great imiltitude assembled 
round the meeting* house in Gracechurch Street. Thence the 
corpse was borne to the bniial ground of the sect near Bun- 
hill Fields. Several orators addressed the crowd which filled 
the 'cemetery. Penn was conspicuous among those disciples 
who committed the venerable corpse to the earth. The cere- 
mony had scarcely been finished when he learned that war- 
rants were out against him. He instantly took flight, and 
remained many months concealed from the public eye.f | 


* “ Especially of late,” says Leslie, and tarn and wind tliem to make tliem 
tlie keenest of all the enemies of the (but it is impossible) agree with, what 
sect, “some of them have made nearer theyteachnow atthisday ” (The Snake 
advances towards Christianity than ever in the Grass, 3rd ed. 1698. Introdue- 
before; and among them the ingenious tion.) Leslie was always more civil to 
Mr. Penn has of late refined some of his brother T acobite Penn than to any 
their gross notions, and brought them other Quaker. Penn himself says of his 
into some form, and has made them master, “ As abrxxptly and. brokenly as 
speak sense and English, of both w6iich sometimes his sentences would fall horn 
George Fox, their first and great apos- liiiii about divine things, it is well known 

tie, was totally ignorant They they were often as texts to many fairer 

endeavour all they can to make it appear declarations.” That is to say, George 
that their doctrine was uniform from the Fox talked nonsense, and some of his 
beginning, and that there has been no friends paraphrased it into sense, 
alteration ; and therefore they take upon f In the life of Penn which is pre- 
tliemtodefendallthe writings of George fixed to his w'orks, we are told that the 
Eox, and others of the first Quakers, warrants were issu'd on the 16th of 
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A short time after his disappearance, Sidney received from 
him a strange communication. Penn begged for an inter- 
view, but insisted on a promise that he should be suffered to 
; ^ return unmolested to Ms hidingplace. Sidney obtained the 

royal permission to make an appointment on these terms. 
Penn came to the rendezvous, and spoke at length in Ms own 
j defence. lie declared that he was a faithful subject of King 
Wihiam and Queen Mary, and that, if he knew of any design 
against them, he would discover it. Departing from Ms Tea 
and Kay, he protested, as in the presence of God, that he 
knew of no plot, and that he did not believe that there was 
any plot, unless the ambitious projects of the Prench govern- 
ment might be cafled plots. Sidney, amazed probably by 
^ hearing a person, who had such an abhorrence of lies that he 
would not use the common forms of civility, and such an ab- 
horrence of oaths that he would not kiss the book in a court 
' of justice, tell something very like a lie, and confirm it by 
I something very like an oath, asked how, if there were really no 

I plot, the letters and minutes wMch had been found on Ashton 

were to be explained. This question Penn evaded. If,’^ he 
said, “ I could only see the King, I would confess everything 
to him freely. I would tell him much that it would be im- 
^****^'portant for him to know.* It is only in that way that I can be 
of service to Mm. A witness for tlxe Crown I cannot be : for 
my conscience wiU not suffer me to be sworn.’’ He assured 
Sidney that the most formidable enemies of the government 
were the discontented Whigs. The Jacobites are not danger- 

ous. There is not a man among them who has common undeiy 
standing. Some persons who came over from Holland with 
the King are much more to be dreaded.” It does not appear 
, ^ that Penn mentioned any names. He was suffered to depart 
I in safety. , ISo active ■ search was made for Hm, , He lay hid 

ill London during some months, and then stole down to the 
' coast of Sussex and made Ms escape to Prance. After about 

^ three years of wandering and lurkinghe, hy the mediation of 

some eminent men, who overlooked his faults for the sake of 

is therefore e'^ident that Fuller was not 
the informer' .oH' ■whose oath the wamiiit 
against Penn was issued, la fact Fuller ■ 
appears,: from ' his Life of Himseli^ to 
ha we'- been ’ then- at the Hague ; nor .is , 
there- any. .^reason to believe that he. ever 
pretendedlo'.-know anything about .Pres*. . 
ton’s', plot./ ; When 'Nottingham ..wrote ..to,. 
William' on' the'''26th .of second^ 

witness against Penn. had. come forward.' 


January IGOf, in consequence of an ac- 
cusation backed ])y the oath of William 
Fuller, who is truly designated as a 
wretch, a cheat, and an in)postor ; and 
this story is repeated by Mr. Clarkson. 
It is, however, certainly false. Caer- 
marthen, wriiing to William on the 
3rd of h’ebruary, says Unit there was 
then only one witness against Penn, and 
that Preston was that one witness. It 
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Ms good qualities, made Ms peace witli tlie goveTiiment, and 
again Yentiired to resume Ms ministrations. Tlie return wMcit 
lie made for tlie lenity witli wMct lie Had. been treated does 
not mncH raise Ms ebaracter. Scarcely Had He again begtin to 
Harangue in public about tHe unlawfulness of war, wHen He 
sent a message earnestly exliortiiig James to make an imme- 
diate descent on England with thirty thousand men.* 

Some months passed before the fate of Preston was decided. 
Mter several respites, the government, convinced that, though 
he had told much, he could tell more, fixed a day for his 
execution, and ordered the sheriffs to have the machinery of 
death in readiness.f But he was again respited, and, after a 
delay of some weeks, obtained a pardon, which, however, 
extended only to Ms life, and left Ms property subject to all 
the consequences of his attainder. As soon as he was set at 
liberty he gave new cause of offence and suspicion, and was 
again arrested, examined, and sent to prison, f At length 
he was permitted to retire, pursued by the hisses and curses 
of both parties, to a lonely manor house in the iTGrth Bid- 
ing of Yorkshire. There, at least, he had not to endure the 
scornful looks of old associates who had once thought him a 
man of dauntless com-age and spotless honour, but who now 
pronounced that he was at best a meanspirited coward, and 
hinted their suspicions that he had been from the beginning a 
spy and a trepan. § He employed the short and sad remains 
of his life in turning the Consolation of Boethius into Eng- 
lish. The translation was published after the translator's 
death. It is remarkable chiefly on account of some very 
unsuccessful attempts to enrich our versification with new 
metres, and on account of the allusions with which the pre- 

* Sidney to “William, Peb. 27. 169f. that ITour Majesty will be earnest witb 
The letter is in HalryTOple’s Appendix, the most Christian King not to neglect 
Part IL book vi. Harcissus Liittrell, in it: that a descent with thirty thousand 
bis Diary *for September 1691, mentions men will not only reestablish your Ma- 
Penn’s escape from Shoreham to France. Jesty, but according to all appearance 
On the 5th of December 1693 Narcissus break the league.” This pa^^er is among 
made the following entry: “William the Nairne MSS., and was translated by 
Penn the Quaker, having for some time Maepherson. 

absconded, and having compromised the t Narcissus Luttrell’s Diary, April 
matters against him, appears now in 11. 1691. 

public, and, on Friday last, held forth at j; Narcissus LuttrelTs Diaiy, August 
the Bull and Mouth, in Saint Martin’s,” 1691 ; Letter from Vernon to l^arton, 
On December 1693 was drawn up at Oet. 17. 1691, in the Bodleian. 

Saint G-ermaius, under Melfort’s diree- § The opinion of the Jacobites ap- 
tion, a paper containing a passage of pears from a letter which is among the 
which the following is a translation : archives of the ' French War Office. Ifc 
“ Mr. Penn says that Your Majesty has was written in London on the 25th of 
had several occasions, but never any so dime 1691. 
favourable as the present ; and he hopea 
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face is filled. Under a thin veil of figurative language, 
Preston exhibited to the public compassion or contempt his 
own blighted fame and broken heart. He complained that 
the tribnnal which had sentenced him to death had dealt 
wdth him more leniently than his former friends, and that 
many, who had never been tried by temptations like his, had 
very cheaply earned a reputation for courage by sneering at 
his poltroonery, and by bidding defiance at adistance to horrors 
which, when brought near, subdue even a constant mind. 

The spirit of the Jacobites, which had been quelled for 
a time by the detection of Preston^s plot, was revived by the 
fall of Mens. The joy of the whole party was boundless. 
The nonjuring priests ran baclcwards and forwards between 
Sam’s Coffee House and Westminster Hall, spreading the 
praises of Lewis, and laughing at the miserable issue of the 
dehberations of the great Congress. In the Park the male- 
contents were in the habit of mustering daily, and one avenue 
was called the Jacobite walk. They now came to this ren- 
dezvous in crowds, wore their biggest looks, and talked 
sedition in their loudest tones. The most conspicuous among 
these swaggerers was Sir John Penwick, who had, in the 
late reign, been high in royal favour and in military com- 
mand, and was now an indefatigable agitator and conspirator. 
In his exultation he forgot the courtesy which man owes to 
woman. He had more than once made himself conspicuous 
by his incivility to the Qxieen. He now ostentatiously put 
himself in her way when she took her airing, and, while all 
around him uncovered and bowed low, gave her a rude stare, 
and cocked his hat in her face. The affront was not only 
brutal, but cowardly. Por the law had provided no punish- 
ment for mere impertinence, however gross ; and the King 
was the only gentleman and soldier in the kingdom who could 
not protect his wife from contumely with his sword. All 
that the Queen could do was to order the parkkeepers not to 
admit Sir John again within the gates. But, long after her 
death, a day came when he had reason to wish that he had 
restrained his insolence. He found, by terrible proof, that 
of all the Jacobites, the most desperate assassins not excep- 
ted, he was the only one for whom William felt an intense 
personal aversion,’^ 

* Wt^lwood’s I^pTcnrius Eeformafuii, t-o Mary is told m difTereiit ways. I 
April 11. 24. 1691 ; Nareissiis Lattreirs hum followed wlmt seems lo me the 
Diary, April 1691; L’llermitage to the most autlumtie, and what is certainly 
vStates General, ICM; Calamy’s the least disgraceful, version. 

Life. The story of l^'enwiek’s rudeness 
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CHAP. A few days after tHs event tlie ra^e of tlie males^ontexits 
began to flame more fiercely tlian ever. Tbe detection of tbe 
conspiracy of wMcli Preston was the chief had brought on 
® ■ a crisis in ecclesiastical affairs. The nonjnring bishops had^ 
dnring the year which followed their deprivation^ continued 
to reside in the ofdcial mansions which had once been their 
own. Burnet had^ at Mary’s request, laboured to effect a 
compromise. Plis direct interference would probably have 
done more harm than good. He therefore judiciously 
employed the agency of Eochester, who stood higher in the 
estimation of the nonjurors than any statesman who was not 
a noiquror, and of Trevor, who, worthless as he was, had 
considerable influence with the TIigh Church party. San- 
croft and his brethren were informed that, if they would con- ^ 
sent to perform their spiritual duty, to ordain, to institute, 
to confirm, and to watch over the faith and the morality of 
the priesthood, a bill shonld be brought into Parliament to 
excuse them from taking the oaths."^ This offer was impru- 
dently liberal : hut those to whom it was made could not 
consistently accept it. For in the ordination service, and 
indeed in almost every service of the Chnrch, William and 
Mary were designated as King and Qneen. The only pro- 
mise that conld be obtained from the deprived prelates was 
that they would live quietly ; and even this promise they had 
not all kept. One of them at least had been guilty of trea- 
son aggravated by impiety. He had, under the strong fear 
of being butchered by the populace, declared that he ab- 
horred the thought of calling in the aid of Prance, and had 
invoked God to attest the sincerity of this declaration. Yet, 
a short time after, he had been detected in plotting to bring 
a French army into England; and he had written to assure the 
Court of Saint Germains that he was acting in concert with 
his brethren, and especially with Bancroft. The Whigs called 
loudly for severity. Even the Tory counsellors of William 
owned that indulgence had been carried to the extreme point. 

They made, however, a last attempt to mediate. Will you 
and your brethren,” said Trevor to Lloyd, the nonjnring 
Bishop of Norwich, disown all connection with Doctor Tur- 
ner and declare that what he has in his letters imputed to you 
is false?” Lloyd evaded the question. It was now evident 
that William’s forbearance had only emboldened the adver- 
saries whom he had hoped to conciliate. Even Caermarthen, 
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mm iJTottingiiamj tlxat it was liigli time to fill the 

yacant sees.*' , 

Tillotson was nominated to the ArchTbishoprie, and A^as 
consecrated on Wliitstindaj, in the ehnrch of Saint Mary Le 
Bow. Compton, cruelly mortified, refused to hear any part 
ill the ceremony. His place was supplied by Mew, Bishop of 
Winchester, who was assisted' by Burnet, ' Stillingfleet, and 
Hough. The congregation was the most splendid that had 
been seen in any jilace of worship since the coronation. The 
Queen’s drawingroom was, on that day, deserted. Most of 
the peers who were in town met in the morning at Bedford 
House, and went thence in procession to Cheapside. Norfolk, 
Caermarthen, and Dorset were conspicuous in the throng. 
Devonshire, who was impatient to see his woods at Ohatsworth 
in their summer beauty, had deferred his departure in order 
to mark his respect for Tillotson. The crowd which lined 
the streets greeted the new primate warmly. Bor he had, 
daring many years, preached in the City 5 and his eloquence, 
his probity, and the singular gentleness of his temper and 
manners, had made him the favourite of the Londoners. t 
But the congratulations and applauses of liis friends could 
not drown the roar of execration which the Jacobites set up. 
'^According to them, he was a thief who had not entered by 
the door, but had climbed over the fences. He was a hireling 
%vh ose own the sheep were not, who had usurped the crook of 
the good shepherd, and who might well be expected to leave 
the flock at the mercy of every wolf. He was an Arian, a 
Socinian, a Deist, an Atheist. He had cozened the world by 
fine phrases, and by a show of moral goodness : but he was 
in truth a far more dangerous enemy of the Church than he 
conld have been if he had openly proclaim ed himself a disciple 
" of Hobbes, and had lived as loosely as Wilmot. He had 
taught the fine gentlemen and ladies who admired his style, 
and who were constantly seen round his pulpit, that they 
might be very good Christians, and yet might believe the 
account of the Pall in the Book of Genesis to be allegorical. 
Indeed they might easily be as good Christians as he : for he 
had never been christened : his parents were Anabaptists : he 

^ Lloyd fo Saneroft, Jaii. 24. H591. his promotion, 1^91; Vonion to Wlurr- 
TIk" loticr is among tho Taniun* "MSS., ton, May 2H. and 30. 1601, Tlieso h't- 
, and is printed in tlie Life of Keu by a tors to Wharton arc in Iho EodLiaa 
Tjaymun. Library, and form part of a iiigldj 

t London Gazelle, June 1, 1091; curious codoction which was hindJy 
Birch’s Life of Tillotson; Congratulatory pointed out. to mo hy Dr, Baiidinel. 

Boom to the ‘Reverend i>r. Lillutson on 
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had lost tlieir religion wlierL he was a hoy ; and he had never 
found another. In ribald lampoons he was nicknamed Un- 
dipped John. The parish register of his baptism was pro- 
duced in vain. His enemies still continued to complain that 
they had lived to see fathers of the Church who never were 
her children. They made up a story that the Queen had felt 
bitter remorse for the great crime by which she had obtained 
a throne, that in her agony she had applied to Tillotson, and 
that he had comforted her by assuring her that the punish- 
ment of the wicked in a future state would not be eternal.^ 
The Archbishop’s mind was naturally of almost feminine 
delicacy, and had been rather softened than braced by the 
habits of a long life, during which contending sects and 
factions had agreed in ^peaking of his abilities with ad- 
miration and of his character with esteem. The storm of 
obloquy which he had to face for the first time at more than 
sixty years of age was too much for him. His spirits declined: 
his health gave way : yet he neither flinched from his duty 
nor attempted to revenge himself on his persecutors. A few 
days after his consecration, some persons were seized while 
dispersing libels in which he was reviled. The law officers 
of the Crown proposed to file informations ; but he insisted 
that nobody should be punished on his account, f Once, 
when he had company with him, a sealed packet was put into 
his hands : he opened it, and out fell a mask. His friends 
were shocked and incensed by this cowardly insult : but the 
Archbishop, trying to conceal his anguish by a smile, pointed 
to the pamphlets which covered his table, and said that the 
reproach which the emblem of the mask was intended to 
convey might be called gentle when compared with other 
reproaches which he daily had to endure. After his death a 
bundle of the savage lampoons which the nonjurors had cir-- 
culated against him was found among his papers with this 
indorsement; I pray God forgive them: I do.”J 

* Bircli’s Life of Tillotson j Leslie’s ‘‘Oh Miseranda Eeclesia, cxii Eex Ba* 
Charge of Socinianism against Dr. Til- taviis, et Batriarcha non haptizatus.” 
lotson considered by a True Son of the In a poem called the Eucharisticon, 
Church, 1695 ; Hickes’s Discourses upon -which appeared in 1692, are these lines: 
Dr. Burnet and Dr. Tillotson, 1695; XTnblest and nnbaptised this Churcli’s sou 

Catalogue of Books, of the hTewest Hath all his Mother’s children half undone.” 
Fashion, to be Sold by Auction at the f Tillotson to Lady EusseU, June 23. 
Whig’s Coffee House, evidently printed legi. 

in 1693. More than sixty years later + Birch’s Life of Tillotson; Merao- 
Johnson described a sturdy Jacobite as rials of Tillotson by his pupil John ( 
firmly convinced that TiUotson died an Beardmore ; Sherlock’s Sermon preached 
Atlieist; Idler.No 10. A Latin epitaph in the Temple Clnirdi on the death of 
on the Church of England, written soon Q^een Mary 169^’. 
after Tillotsoff s consecration, end« thus : 
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The deposed primate w of a less gentle nature. He seems 
to liaye been also under a complete delusion as to his own 
importance. The immense popularity whicli lie had enjoyed 
three years before, the prayers and tears of the multitudes 
who had plunged into the Thames to implore his blessing, 
the enthusiasm with which the sentinels of the Tower had 
drunk his health under the windows of his prison, the mighty 
roar of joy which had risen from Palace Yard on the morning 
of his acquittal, the triumphant night when every window 
from Hyde Park to Mile End had exhibited seven candles, 
the midmost and tallest emblematical of him, were still fresh 
in his recollection; nor had he the wisdom to perceive that 
all this homage had been paid, not to his person, but to that 
religion and to those liberties of which he was, for a moment, 
the representative. The extreme tenderness with which the 
new government had long persisted in treating him had con- 
firmed him in his error. That a succession of conciliatoiy 
messages was sent to him from Kensington; that he was 
offered terms so liberal as to be scarcely consistent with the 
dignity of the Grown and the welfare of the State ; that his 
cold and uncourteous answers could not tire out the royal 
indulgence ; that, in spite of the loud clamours of the Wliigs, 
and of the provocations daily given by the Jacobites, he was 
residing, fifteen months after deprivation, in the metropolitan 
palace ; these things seemed to him to indicate, not the lenity, 
but the timidity, of the ruling powers. He appears to have 
flattered himself that they would not dare to eject him. The 
news, therefore, that his see had been filled, threw him into 
a passion which lasted as long as his life, and which hurried 
him into many foolish and unseemly actions. Tillotson, as 
soon as he was appointed, went to Lambeth in the hope that 
he might be able, by courtesy and kindnessyto soothe the irri- 
tation of which he was the innocent cause. He staid long in 
the antechamber, and sent in his name by several servants : 
but Saneroft would not even return an answet.* Three weeks 
passed ; and still the deprived Archbishop showed no dispo- 
sition to move. At length he received an order intimating 
to him the royal pleasure that he should quit the dwelling 
which had long ceased to be Hs own, and in which he was 
only a guest. He resented this order bitterly, and declared 
that he would not obey it. He would stay till he was pulled 
out by the Sheriff’s officers. He would defend himself at law 
as long as he could do so without putting in any plea ac- 

^ Wharton’s Colleetanpa, q^uoted in Bireli’fi Life of Tillotson. 
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knowledgiiig tlie authority of the usurpers.* The case was 
so clear that he could uot, by any artifice of chicanery/ obtain 
more than a short delay. When judgment had been given 
against him, he left the palace, but directed his steward to 
retain possession. The consequence was that the steward 
was taken into custody and heavily fined. Tillotson sent a 
kind message to assure his predecessor that the fine should 
not be exacted. But Bancroft was determined to have a 
grievance, and would pay the money, t I 

From that time the great object of the narrowminded and 
peevish old man was to tear in pieces the Church of which he 
had been the chief minister. It was in vain that some of 
those nonjurors, whose virtue, ability, and learning were the 
glory of their party, remonitrated against his design. Our 
deprivation,^’— such was the reasoning of Ken,— is, in tlio 
sight of God, a nullity. We are, and shall be, till we die 
or resign, the true Bishops of our sees. Those who assume 
our titles and functions will incur the guilt of schism. But 
with us, if we act as becomes us, the schism will die ; and in 
the next generation the unity of the Church will be restored. 

On the other hand, if we consecrate Bishops to succeed us, 
the breach may last through ages ; and we shall be justly held 
accountable, not indeed for its origin, but for its continuance. ’ 
These considerations ought, on Sancroft’s o^vn principles, to 
have had decisive weight with him ; but his angry passions 
prevailed. Ken quietly retired from the venerable palace of 
Wells. He had done, he said, with strife, and should hence- 
forth vent his feelings, not in disputes, but in hymns. His 
charities to the unhappy of all persuasions, especially to the 
followers of Monmouth and to the persecuted Huguenots, | 
had been so large that his own private fortune consisted of 
seven hundred pounds, and of a library which he could not 
bear to sell. But Thomas Thynne, Tiscouiit Weymouth, f 
though not a nonjuror, did himself honour by offering to the 
mdst virtuous of the nonjurors a tranquil and dignified asy- 
lum in the princely mansion of Longleat. There Ken passed 
a happy and honoured old age, during which he never regretted 
the sacrifice which he had made to what he thought his duty, 
and yet constantly became more and more indulgent to those 
whose views of duty differed from his.J ' J, 


^ Wharton’s Collectanea., quoted in June 9. 11. 1691. 

B’Oyly’s Life of Sancroffc; Harcissiis { Sec a letter of E. Kelson, dated 
Luttreli’s Diary. Eeb. 21. 17^, in the. appendix to K. 

t The Lambeth MS. quoted in Marshall's Defence of our Constitution 

D’Oyly’s Life of San croft; Narcissus in Church and State, 1717; Hawkins’s 

LiitfrcU's Diary; Vernon to Wharton, Life of Ivcn ; Life of Ken by a Layman. 
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\ Saneroft waS ' Of ' a different temper. He liad, indeed, 

as little to complain of as any man wiiom a revolution lias 
ever Imrled down from an exalted station. He liad^ at Fres- 
singfield in SnfFoll:, a patrimonial estate, wHcli, together with 
what he had saved during a primacy of twelve years, enabled 
him to live, not indeed as he had lived when he was the first 
peer of Parliament, but in the style of an opulent country 
gentleman. He retired to his hereditary abode ; and there 
he passed the rest of his life in brooding over his wrongs. 
Aversion to the Established Chnrch became as strong a feel- 
ing in Mm as it had been in Martin Marprelate. He con- 
sidered all who remained in communion with her as heathens 
and publicans. He nicknamed Tillotson the Mufti. In the 
room which was used as a chapel at Fressingfield no person 
who had taken the oaths, or who attended the ministry of any 
divine who had taken the oaths, was sufiered to partake of the 
sacred bread and wine. A distinction, however, was made 
between two classes of offenders. A layman who remained 
in communion with the Church was permitted to be present 
while prayers were read, and was excluded only from the 
highest of Christian mysteries. But with clergymen who had 
sworn allegiance to the Sovereigns in possession Bancroft 
would not even pray. He took care that the rule which he 
had laid down should be widely known, and, both by precept 
and by example, taught his followers to look on the most 
orthodox, the most devout, the most virtuous, of those who 
acknowledged William’s autlioifity with a feeling similar to 
that with which the Jew regarded the Samaritan.* Such in- 
tolerance would have been reprehensible, even in a man con- 
tending for a great principle. But Saucroft was contending 
for nothing more than a name. He was the author of tlie 
scheme of Regency. He was perfectly willing to transfer the 
whole kingly power from James to William, The question, 
which, to this smallest and soux’est of minds, seemed impor- 
tant enough to justify the exeomiimnicating of ten thousifnd 
priests and of five millions of laymen, was merely, whetlier 
the magistrate to whom the whole kingly power was trans- 
ferred should assume the kingly title. Her could Saucroft 
bear to think that the animosity which ho had excited would 
die with himself. Having done all that he could to make the 
feud bitter, he deteriiiined to make it eternal. A list of the 
divines who had been ejected from their benefices was sent 
by liiiu to Saint Germains with a request that James would 


fi paper dieiated by liini on the 15tli of Kof. 1GD3, in WagHtaffij’s Lt-tter 
from Siiffulk. 
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CHAP, nominate two who might keep up the episcopal succession. 
James, well pleased, doubtless, to see another sect added to 
that mnltitiide of sects which he had been taught to consider 
as the reproach of Protestantism, named two fierce and un- 
compromising nonjnrors, Hickes and Wagstaffe, the former 
recommended by Sancroft, the latter recommended by Lloyd, 
the ejected Bishop of Norwich.* Such was the origin of a 
schismatical hierarchy, which, having, during a short time, 
excited alarm, soon sank into obscurity and contempt, but 
which, in obscurity and contempt, continued to drag on a 
languid existence during several generations. The little 
Church without temples, revenues, or dignities, was even 
more distracted by internal disputes than the great Church, 
which retained possession of cathedrals, tithes, and peerages. 
Some nonjurors leaned towards the ceremonial of Eome; 
others would not tolerate the slightest departure from the 
Book of Common Prayer. Altar was set up against altar. 
One phantom prelate pronounced the consecration of another 
phantom prelate uncanonical. At length the pastors were 
left absolutely without flocks. One of these Lords spiritual 
very wisely turned surgeon : another deserted what he had 
called his see, and settled in Ireland ; and at length, in 1806, 
the last Bishop of that society which had proudly claimed to 
be the only true Church of England dro|)ped unnoticed into 
the grave, t 

The The places of the bishops who had been ejected with San- 

croft were filled in a manner creditable to the government. 
Patrick succeeded the traitor Turner. Eowler went to Grlou- 
cester, Eichard Cumberland, an aged divine, who had no 
interest at Court, and whose only recommendations were his 
piety and his erudition, was astonished by learning from a 
newsletter which he found on the table of a coffeehouse 
that he had been nominated to the see of Peterborough, f 
Beveridge was selected to succeed Ken; he consented; 
and the appointment was actually announced in the London. 
Gazette. But Beveridge, though an honest, was not a 
strongminded man. Some Jacobites expostulated with him ; 
some reviled Mm: his heart failed him; and he retracted. 
While the nonjurors were rejoicing in this victory, he 
changed his mind again; but too late. He had by his 
irresolution forfeited the favour of William, and never ob- 

* Ketfclewell’s Life, iii. 59. I See tlie aiitobiograpliy of liis de- 

t See H’Oyly’s Life of Bancroft, BCal- scendant and namesake the dramatist, 
lam’s Constitutional History, and Mr, See also Onslow’s note on Burnet, ii. 76. 
Lathbnry’s History of the Hontjurors. 
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taiiied::a mitre tlirowe.^ Tlie.Wsliopric citap. 

. of Batli aad Wells was bestow on Ricliard Kidderj a. man 

of considerable attainments and blameless eharaetery but sus- 
pected of a leaning towards Presbyterianism. About tlie 
« same time Sharp, the highest churchman that had been zea- 
lous for the Coniprehensiony and the lowest chxirchniaii that 
felt a scruple abont succeeding a deprived prelate, accepted 
the Archbishopric of York, vacant by the death of Lampliigh.t 
i in conseqiienee of the elevation of Tillotson to the See of Sherloelc, 

I Canterbury, the Deanery .of Saint Paul’s became vacant. - As gjilnt 

1 * soon as the name of the new Dean was known, a clamour Panrs 

broke: forth such as perhaps no eecles.iastical appointment 
has ever produced, a clamour made up of yells of hatred, of 
^ hisses of .contempt, and of shouts of triumphant and . half , . , 
insnlting welcome : for the new Dean "was William Sherlock. 

I Tho story of his conversion deserves to be fully told: for it 
throws great} light on the character of the parties wdiicli then 
d ivided the Church and the State. Sherlock -was, in influence 
and reputation, though not in rank, the foremost man among 
I the nonjnrors. His authority and example had induced some 
of Ms brethren, who had at first wavered, to resign their 
benefices. The day of suspension came: the day of de|)riva- 
a^d still he was firm. He seemed to have found, 
in the consciousness of rectitude, and in meditation on the 
invisible world, ample compensation for all his losses. While 
excluded from the pulpit where his eloquence had once de- 
lighted the learned and polite inmates of the Temple, he 
wrote that celebrated Treatise on Death which, during many 
years, stood next to the Whole Duty of Man in the bookcases 
of serious Arminians. Sooin .however, it began to be sus- 
pected that his resolution was giving way. He declared that 
'.♦he would be no party to a schism: he advised those who 
sought his counsel not to leave their parish churches : nay,* 
finding that the law which Imd ejected him from liis cure did 
! not interdict him from performing divine service, he officiated 
at Saint Dunstan’s, and there prayed for King William and 
Queen Mary. The apostolical injunction, lie said, was tliat 
prayers >siioii]d be made for all in authority; and William 

^ A viiulieation of Their Alojesties’ clinary scumlity of tlie nonjnrors. The 
nutliority to fill the sees of the deprived former will he found in the Liht of Ken 
.r>isliops, May 20. nh)! ; London Gazette, by E Layman. 

'■^April 27. and June 15. IG91; Nareissns f It isnotqiiite clear whether Slinrp’s 

Luttroll’s Diary, Alay 1091. Among the scruple about the deprived prekteB was 
i'r " Tjinner AISS. are two letters from .Taeo- a sernplo of crmacience or merely a 

bites to Beveridge, one mild and decent, scruple of delicacy. See his Life by his 
the other scurrilous oven beyond the or- Son. 
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and Mary were visibly in antliority. His Jacobite 
loudly blamed bis inconsistency. How, tliey asked, if you 
admit tbat the Apostle speaks in this passage of actual 
authority, can you maintain that, in other passages of a 
similar kind, he speaks only of legitimate authority? Or, 
how can you, without sin, designate as King, in a solemn 
address to God, one whom you cannot, without sin, promise 
to obey as King? These reasonings were unanswerable; and 
Sherlock soon began to think them so; but the conclusion 
to which they led him was diametrically opposed to the con- 
clusion to which they were meant to lead him. He hesitated, 
however, till a new light flashed on his mind from a quarter 
from which there was little reason to expect anything but 
tenfold darkness. In the reign of James the First, Doctor 
John Overall, Bishop of Exeter, had written an elaborate 
treatise on the rights of civil and ecclesiastical governors. 
This treatise had been solemnly approved by the Convocations 
of Canterbury and York, and might therefore be considered 
as an authoritative exposition of the doctrine of the Church 
of England, A manuscript copy had come into Sancroft’s 
hands ; and lie, soon after the Eevolution, sent it to the press. 
He hoped, doubtless, that the publication would injure the 
new government ; but he was lamentably disappointed. The* 
book indeed condemned all resistance in terms as strong as 
he could himself have used : but one passage, which had es- 
caped his notice, was decisive against himself and his fellow 
schismatics. Overall, and the two Convocations which had 
given their sanction to Overall’s teaching, pronounced that 
a government, which had originated in rebellion, ought, when 
thoroughly settled, to be considered as ordained by God, and 
to be obeyed by Christian men.* Sherlock read, and was 
convinced. His venerable mother the Church had spoken; 


^ See Overa-Vs Convocation Book, 
chapter 28 . Nothing can be clearer or 
more to the purpose than his language. 

When, having attained their ungodly 
desires, whether ambitious kings by 
bringing any country into their subjec- 
tion, or disloyal subjects by rebellious 
rising against their natural sovereigns, 
they have established any of the said 
degenerate governments among their 
people, the authority either so unjustly 
estahlished, or wrung by force from the 
true and lawful possessor, being always 
God’s authority, and therefore receiving 
no impeachment by the wdekodness of 
tiiose that have it, is ever, when such 
alterations are thoroughly settled, to be 


reverenced and obeyed ; and the people 
of all sorts, as well of the clergy as of 
the laity, are to be subject unto it, not 
only for fear, but likewise for conseicnee 
sake.” 

Then follows the canon. 

“ If any man shall affirm that, when 
any such new forms of govc^riiment, 
begun by rebellion, are after thoroughly 
settled, the authority in them is not of 
G-od, or that any who live within 
the territories of any such new goverii-\ 
ments are not bound to bo subject t^ 
G-od’s authority which is there executes ' 
but may rebel against the same, he doth 
greatly err." 
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and liOj with the docility of a childj .accepted her decree* 
Tlie governTneiit which had sprung , from the Ee volution 
might, at least since the battle ' of ''the Boyne and the flight 
of James from Ireland, be fairly called a settled government, 
and ought therefore to be passively obeyed till it' slionld be 
subverted by another revolution and succeeded by another 
settled governiiient. 

Sherloei took the oaths, and speedily. published in justifi- 
cation of his conduct, a .pamphlet entitled The Case of Alle- 
giance. to Sovereign Powers, stated. The sensation prodncecl 
by this work ■was immense, Dryden’s Hind and Panther, had 
not raised so great an uproar. Halifax’s Letter to a Dis- 
sentc^r had not called forth so many answers. The rejflies to 
tlic Doctor, the vindications of the Doctor, the pasquinades 
on the Doctor, would fill a librai’y. The clamour redouhled 
when it was known that the convert had not only been 
reappointed Master of the Temple, but liad accepted the 
Deanery of Saint PaiiFs, which had become vacant in conse- 
quence of the deprivation of Sancroft and the promotion of 
Tillotson. The rage of the nonjm-ors amounted almost to 
frenzy. Was it not enough, they asked, to desert the true 
and pure Church, in this her hour of sorrow and peril, -witli- 
*^**m!talso slandering her ? It was easy to understand why a 
greedy, cowardly, hypocrite should refuse to take the oaths 
to the usurper as long as it seemed probable that the rightful 
King would be restored, and should make haste to swear 
after the battle of the Boyne, Such tergiversation in times 
of civil discord was nothing new. What was new was that 
the turncoat should attempt to transfer his own guilt and 
shame to the Church of England, and should proclaim that 
slie had taught him to lift his heel against the week who 
'^were in the right, and to cringe to the powerful who were in 
the wrong. Had such indeed been her doctrine or her prac- 
tice ill evil days? , Had she' abandoned her Eoyal Martjur in 
the prison or on the scaffold ? Had she enjoined her children 
to pay obedience to idie Eump or to the Protector ? Yet was 
the government of the Eump or of the Protector less entitled 
, to be called a settled government than the government of 
William and Mary ? Had not the battle of Worcester been 
a^ great a blow to. .the hopes of "the 'House of Stuart as the 
„ liattle of the Boyne ? Had not the: chances of a Eestoration 
seemed as small in 1657 as they could seem to any judicious 
man in 1691 ? In spite uf i.nTectives' and sarcasms, however, 
there was Overall’s treatise : there were the approving votes 
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of tlie two ConTOcations ; and it was mncli easier to rail at 
Slierloct than to explain away either the treatise or the votes* 
One writer maintained that by a thoroughly settled govern- 
nient must have been meant a government of which the title 
was uiicontested* Thus, he said, the government of the" 
United Provinces became a settled government when it was 
recognised by Spain, and, but for that recognition, would 
never have been a settled government to the end of time* 
Another casuist, somewhat less austere, pronounced that a 
government, wrongful in its origin, might become a settled 
government after the lapse of a century. Gn the thirteenth 
of February 1789, therefore, and not a day earlier, English- 
men would be at liberty to swear allegiance to a government 
sprung from the Eavolution. The history of the chosen 
people was ransacked for precedents. Was EgloiFs^ 
settled government when Ehud stabbed him? Was Joram’s 
a settled government when Jehu shot him? But the leading 
case was that of Athaliah. It was indeed a case which fur- 
nished the malecontents with many happy and pungent 
allusions ; a kingdom treacherously seized by an usurper 
near in blood to the throne; the rightful prince long dis- 
possessed; a part of the sacerdotal order true, through many 
disastrous years, to the Eoyal House ; a counterrevolution at" 
length effected by the High Priest at the head of the Levites. 
Who, it was asked, would dare to blame the heroic pontiff 
who had restored the heir of David ? Yet was not the govern- 
ment of Athaliah as firmly settled as that of the Prince of 
Orange ? Hundreds of pages written at this time about the 
rights of Joash and the bold enterprise of Jehoiada are moul- 
dering in the ancient bookcases of Oxford and Cambridge. 
While Sherlock was thus fiercely attacked by his old friends 
he was not left unmolested by his old enemies. Soma' 
vehement Whigs, among whom Julian Johnson was con- 
spicuous, declared that Jacobitism itself was respectable 
when compared with the vile doctrine w-hich had been dis- 
covered in tlie Convocation Book. That passive obedience 
was due to IQngs was doubtless an absurd and pernicious 
notion. Yet it was impossible not to respect the consistency 
and fortitude of men who thought themselves bound to bear 
true allegiance, at aU hazards, to an unfortunate, a deposed, 
an exiled oppressor. But the political creed which Sherlock, 
had learned from Overall was unmixed baseness and wick^S'" 
ness. A cause was to be abandoned, not becanse it was 
unjust, but because it was unprosperous. WTiether James 
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Iiacl been a tyrant or liad been tbe fatlier of Ms people was^ 
according to tMs theory/ quite immaterial. If he bad won 
the battle of the Boyne we should have been bound as Ohris- 
^ tians to be his slaves. He had lost it; and we were bound 
as Christians to be Ms foes. Other Whigs congratulated the 
proselyte on having come, by whatever road, to a right 
practical conclusion, but could not refrain from sneering at 
the history which he gave of his conversion. He was, they 
said, a man of eminent learning and abilities. He had 
studied the question of allegiance long and deeply. He had 
written much about it. Several months had been allowed 
him for reading, prayer, and reflection, before he incurred 
suspension, several months more before he incurred depriva- 
^ tion. He had formed an opinion for which he had declared 
himself ready to suffer martyrdom: he had taught that 
opinion to others ; and he had then changed that opinion 
solely because he had discovered that it had been, not refuted, 
but dogmatically pronounced erroneous by the two Convoca- 
tions more than eighty years before. Sm’ely this was to 
renounce all liberty of private judgment, and to ascribe to 
the Synods of Canterbury and York an infallibility which 
f the Church of England had declared that even OBcumenical 
f*’*'**^^ not justly claim. If, it was sarcastically said, 

ail our notions of right and wrong, in matters of vital im- 
pm^tance to the wellbeing of society, are to be suddenly altered 
by a few lines of manuscript found in a corner of the library 
at Lambeth, it is surely much to be wished, for the peace of 
mind of humble Christians, that aU the documents to which 
this sort of authority belongs may be rummaged out and 
sent to the press as soon as possible : for, unless this he done, 
we may all, like the Doctor when he refused the oaths last 
‘^■year, be committing sins in the full persuasion that we 
are discharging duties. In truth it is not easy to believe 
that the Convocation Book furnished Sherlock with anything 
more than a pretext for doing what he had made up his mind 
to do. The united force of reason and interest had doubtless 
convinced Miii that his passions and prejudices had led 
him into a great error. That error he determined to recant ; 
and it cost him less to say that his opinion had been changed 
by newly discovered evidence, than that he had formed a 
' wrong judgment with all the materials for the forming of a 
right judgment before him. The popular belief was that his 
retractation was the effect of the tears, expostulations, and 
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reproaclies of Hs wife. The lady^s spirit was high : her au- 
thority in the family was great; and she cared much more 
about her house and her carriage, the plenty of her table and 
the prospects of her children, than about the patriarchal 
origin of gOYemment or the meaning of the word Abdication. 
She had, it was asserted, given her husband no peace by day 
or by night till he had got over his scruples. In letters, 
fables, songs, dialogues, without number, her powers of 
seduction and intimidation were naalignantly extolled. She 
was Xanthippe pouring water on the head of Socrates. She 
was Dalilah shearing Samson. She was Eve forcing the 
forbidden fruit into Adames mouth. She was Job’s wife, 
imploring her ruined lord, who sate scraping himself among 
the ashes, not to curse and die, but to swear and live. While 
the balladmakers celebrated the victory of Mrs. Sherlock, 
another class of assailants fell on the theological rejDutation 
of her spouse. TUI he took the oaths, he had always been 
considered as the most orthodox of divines. Bnt the captious 
and malignant criticism to which his writings were now 
subjected would have found heresy in the Sermon on the 
Mount ; and he, unfortunately, was rash enough to publish 
at the very moment when the outcry against his political 
tergiversation was loudest, his thoughts on the mystery of 
the Trinity. It is probable that, at another time, his work 
would have been hailed by good Churchmen as a triumphant 
answer to the Socinians and Sabellians. But unhappUy, in 
his zeal against Socinians and Sabellians, he used expressions 
which might be construed into Tritheism. Candid judges 
would have remembered that the true path was closely 
pressed on the right and on the left by error, and that it was 
scarcely possible to keep far enough from danger on one side 
without going very close to danger on the other. But candid 
judges Sherlock was not likely to iind among the Jacobites. 
His old allies affirmed that he had incurred all the fearful 
penalties denounced in the Athanasian Creed against those 
who divide the substance. Bulky quartos were written to 
j)rove that he held the existence of three distinct Deities; 
and some facetious malecontents, who troubled themselves 
very little about the Catholic verity, amused the town by 
lampoons in English and Latin on his heterodoxy. We,” 
said one of these jesters, “plight our faith to one King, and^ 
call one God to attest our promise. We cannot think it 
strange that there should be more than one King to whom 
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the Boctor lias sworn allegiance^, when we consider that the 
Doctor has more Gods than one to swear bj.” 

Sherlock wonld^ perhaps, have doubted whether the go- 
vernment to which he had submitted was entitled to be called 
a settled government, if he had known all the dangers by 
which it was threatened. Scarcely had Preston’s plot been 
detected, when a new plot of a very different kind was 
formed ill the camp, in the navy, in the treasury, in the very 
bedchamber of the King. This mystery of iniquity has, 
through five generations, been gradually unveiling, but is 
not yet entirely unveiled. Some parts which are still obscure 
may possibly, by the discovery of letters or diaries now re- 
posing under the dust of a century and a half, be made clear 
to our posterity. The materials, however, which are at 
present accessible, are sufficient for the construction of a nar- 
rative not to be read without shame and loathing.t 
‘ We have seen that, in the spring of 1690, Shrewsbury, 
irritated by finding his counsels rejected, and those of his 
Tory rivals followed, suffered himself, in a fatal hour, to be 
drawn into a correspondence with the banished family. We 
have seen also by what cruel sufferings of body and mind he 
expiated his fault. Tortured by remorse, and by disease the 


^ A list of all the pieces which I have 
read relating to Sherlock’s apostasy 
would fatigue the reader. I will men- 
tion a few of different kinds; Parkin- 
son’s Examination of Dr. Sherlock’s Case 
of Allegiance, 1691; Answer to Dr. 
Sherlock’s Case of Allegiance, by a Lon- 
don Apprentice, 1691 ; the Eeasons of 
the New Convert’s taking the Oaths to 
the present Government, 1691; Dtrum 
horum ? or God’s ways of disposing of 
Kingdoms, and some Clergymen’s ways 
of disposing of them, 1691; Sherlock 
and Xanthippe, 1691; Saint Paul’s Tri- 
umph in his sufferings for Christ, by 
Matthew Eryan, LL.D., dedicated Ec- 
elesite sub cruce gementi ; A Word to a 
wavering Levite ; The Trimming Court 
Divine; Proteus . Ecclesiastieus, or Ob- 
servations on Dr. Sh — ’s late Case of 
Allegiance; the Weasil Encased; A 
Whip for the Weasil; the Auti-Weasils. 
Numerous allusions to Sherlock and his 
wife will he found in the ribald writings 
of Tom Brown, Tom Durfey, and Ned 
Ward. See the Life of James, ii. 318. 
Several curious letters about Sherlock’s 
apostasy are among the Tanner MSS. I 
will give two or tliree specimens of the 
rhymes wliich the Case of Allegiance 
cailfid forth : 


“ When Eve the frait had tasted, 

She to her husband hasted, 

And chuck’d him on the chin-a. 

Dear Bud, uuoth she, come taste this fruit ; 
'Twill finely with your palate suit : 

To eat it is no sin-a.” 

“ As moody Job, in shirtless case, 

With collyflowers all o’er his face, 

Did on the dunghill languish, 

His spouse thus whispers in his ear, 

Swear, husband, as you love me, swear: 
'Twill ease you of your anguish.” 

“ At first he had doubt, and therefore did pray 
That heaven would instruct him in the right 
way. 

Whether Jemmy or William he ought to 
obey. 

Which nobody can deny. 

“ The pass at the Boyne determin’d that case ; 
And precept to Providence then did give 
place ; 

To change his opinion he thought no dis- 
grace ; 

Which nobody can deny. 

“ But this with the Scripture can never agree, 
As by Hosea the eighth and the fourth you 
may see; 

* They have set up kings, but yet not by me,’ 
Which nobody can deny.” 

t The chief authority for this part of 
my history is the Life of James, parti cu- 
laVly the highly important and interest- 
ing passage which begins at page 444. 
and ends at page 450. of the second 
volume. This passage was eorreeted by 
the Pretender with his own hand. 
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effect of remorse^ he had quitted the Court : but he had left 
behind him men whose principles were not less lax than his^ 
and whose hearts were far harder and colder. 

Early in 1691, some of these men began to hold secret 
eommmiications with Saint Germains. Wicked and base as 
their conduct was, there was in it nothing surprising. They 
did after their kind. The times were troubled. A thick 
cloud was upon the future. The most sagacious and ex-> 
perieiiced statesman could not see with any clearness three 
months before him. To a man of virtue and honour, 
indeed, this mattered little. His uncertainty as to what the 
morrow might bring forth might make him anxious, but 
could not make him perfidious. Though lefts in utter dark- 
ness as to what concerned Ms interests, he had the sure 
guidance of Ms principles. But, unhappily, men of virtue 
and honour were not numerous among the courtiers of that 
age. Whft^ had been, during thirty years, a seminary 
of every' public and private vice, .and swarmed with low- 
minded, douhledealing, selfseeking politicians. These politi- 
cians now acted as it was natural that men profoundly 
immoral should act at a crisis of which none could predict 
the issue. Some of them might have a slight predilection 
for William y others a slight predilection for James : but it 
was not by any such prediLection that the conduct of any of 
the breed was guided. If it had seemed certain that William 
would stand, they would aH have been for William. If' it 
had seemed certain that James would be restored, they would 
al have been for James. But. what was to' be done when 
the chances appeared to be almost exactly balanced ? There 
were honest men of one party who would have answered, To' 
stand by the true' King and the time Church,, and, if neces- 
sary, to die for: them like Laud. ' There were honest men of 
the other party who would have answered. To stand by the 
liberties of England .and the Brotestant , reiigiO'n,' and, if 
necessary, to die for them like Sidney. But such consistency 
was unintelligible to many of the noble and the powerful. 
Their object waS to be safe in every event. They therefore 
openly took the oath of allegiance to one King, and secretly 
plighted their word to the other. They were indefatigable 
in obtaining commissions, patents of peerage, pensions, 
gTaiits of crown land, under the great seal of William ; and 
they had in their secret drawers promises of pardon in the 
handwriting of James. 

Among those who were guilty of this wickedness three 
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iiaeii stand preeminent, Enssell, GodolpHn, and Maiiboroiigli* CHAP. 
Mo three men could be, in head and heart, more unlike to 
one another ; and the peculiar quahties of each gave a pecu- 
liar character to his villany. The treason of Eussell is to be 
attributed partly to fractiousness : the treason of Godolphin 
is to be attributed /^together to timidity: the treason of 
Marlborough was the treason of a man of great genius and 
boundless ambition. ® 

It may be thought strange that Eussell should have been Bussell, 
out of humour. * He had just accepted the command of the 
united naval forces of England and Holland with the rank of 
Admiral of the Fleet. He was Treasurer of the hTavy. He 
had a pension of three thousand pounds a year. Grown 
property near Charing Cross, to the value of eighteen thou- 
sand pounds, had been bestowed on him. His indirect gains 
must have been immense. But he was still dissatisfied. In 
truth, with undaunted courage, with considerable talents 
both for war and for administration, and with a certain 
public spirit, which showed itself by glimpses even in the 
very w^orst parts of his life, he was emphatically a bad man, 
insolent, malignant, greedy, faithless. He conceived that 
the great services which lie had performed at the time of the 
’^ Eevolution had not been adequately rewarded. Everything 
that was given to others seemed to him to be pillaged from 
himself. A letter is still extant which he wrote to William 
about this time. It is made up of boasts, reproaches, and 
sneers. The Admiral, with ironical professions of humility 
and loyalty, asks permission to put his wrongs on paper, 
because his baslifulness will not suffer him to explain himself 
byword of mouth. His grievances he represents as intole- 
rable. Other people got large grants of royal domuins : but 
- lie could get scarcely anythiug. Other people could provide 
for their dependants : but his recommendations were uni- 
formly disregarded. The income which he derived from the 
royal favour might seem large ; hut he had poor relations; 
and the government, instead of doing its duty by them, had 
most miliandsomely left them to his care. He had a sister 
who ought to have a pension ; for, without one, she could not 
give portions to her daughters. He had a brother who, for 
want of a place, had been reduced to the melancholy neces- 
sity of marrying an old woman for her money. Eussell 
' proceeded to complain bitterly that the Whigs were neg- 
lected, and that the Eevolution had aggrandised and enriched 
liieii who had made the greatest efforts to avert it. Tlierc is 
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reason to believe tliat tMs complaint came from his heart. 
For, next to Ms own interests, those of his party were dear 
to him 5 and, even when he was most inclined to become a 
Jacobite, he never had the smallest disposition to become a 
Tory. In the temper wMch this letter indicates, he readily 
listened to the suggestions of David Lloyd, one of the ablest 
and most active of the emissaries who at this time were con- 
stantly plying between France and England, Lloyd con- 
veyed to James assurances that Eussell would, when a 
favourable opportunity should present itself, try to effect by 
means of the fleet what Monk had effected in the preceding 
generation by means of the army.* To what extent these 
assurances were sincere was a question about which men 
who knew EusseU well, and who were minutely informed as 
to Ms conduct, were in doubt. It seems probable that, 
during many months, he did not know his own mind. His 
interest was to stand well, as long as possible, with both 
Kings. His irritable and imperious nature was constantly 
impelling him to quarrel with both. His spleen was excited 
one week by a dry answer from William, and the next week 
by an absurd proclamation from James. Fortunately the 
most important day of his life, the day from which all his 
subsequent years took their colour, found him out of teinjper 
with the banished tyrant. 

Godolphin had not, and did not pretend to have, any cause 
of complaint against the government which he served. He 
was First Commissioner of the Treasury, He had been pro- 
tected, trusted, caressed. Indeed the favour shown to him 
had excited many murmurs. Was it fitting, the Whigs had 
indignantly asked, that a man who had beezi high in office 
through the whole of the late reign, who had promised to 
vote for the Indulgence, who had sate in the Privy Council 
with a Jesuit, who had sate at the Board of Treasury with 
two Palmists, who had attended an idolatress to her altar, 
should be among the cMef ministers of a Prince whose title 
to the throne was derived from the Declaration of Eight? 
But on William this clamour had produced no effect; and 
none of his English servants seems to have had at this tiine 
a larger share of his confidence than Godolphin. 

nevertheless, the Jacobites did not despair. One of the 
most zealous among them, a gentleman named Bulkeley, wffio 
had formerly been on terms of intimacy with Godolphin, 

^ Russell to William, May 10. 1691, vii. Srts also tlie Memoirs of Sir Jolin 
to. Dalrymple’s Appendix, Part II. Book Leake. 
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iiiidertooi; to see wliat could be done. He called at tlie CHAR 

Treasury^ and tried to draw tbe First Lord into political 

talk. TMs was^^^^n matter; for GodolpHn was not a 

man to put Mmself ligbtlj into the power of others. His 
reserve was proverbial; and he was especially renowned for 
the dexterity with which he, through life, turned conversa- 
tion away from matters of state to a main of cocks or the 
pedigree of a race hoi-se. The visit ended without his utter- 
ing a word, indicating that he remembered the existence of 
King James. 

Bulkeley, however, was not to he so repulsed. He came 
again, and introduced the subject which was nearest his 
heart. Godolphin then asked after his old master and 
mistress in the mournful tone of a man who despaired of 
ever being reconciled to them. Bulkeley assured him tha.t 
King James was ready to forgive all the past. May I tell 
His Majesty that you will try to deserve his favour At 
this Godoli)hin rose, said something about the trammels of 
office and his wish to be released from them, and put an 
end to the interview. 

Bnlkeley soon made a third attempt. By this time 
Godolphin had learned some things which shook his con- 
fidence in the stability of the government which he served. 

He began to think, as he would himself have expressed it, 
that he had betted too deep on the devolution, and that it 
was time to hedge. Evasions would no longer serve his 
turn. It was necessary to speak out. He spoke out, and 
declared himself a devoted servant of King James. 
shall take an early opportunity of resigning my place. But, 
till then, I am under a tie. I must not betray my trust.’’ 

To enhance the value of the sacrifice which he j)roposed to 
make, he produced a most friendly and confidential letter 
which he had lately received from William. You see how 
entirely the Prince of Orange trusts m e. He tells me that he 
cannot do without me, and that there is no Englishman for 
whom he has so great a kindness; but all this weighs 
notliing with me in comparison of my duty to my lawful 
King.’^ 

If the First Lord of the Treasury really had scruples 
about betraying his trust, those scruples were soon so efiee- 
tuaUy removed that he very complacently continued, during'^ 
six years, to eat the bread of one master, while secretly 
sending professions of attachment and promises of service to 
another. 
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The truth is that Grodolpliin was xaicler the infliieiice of a 
mind far more powerful and far more depraved than his 
own. His perplexities had been imparted to MarlborGugh, 
to whom he had long been bound bj such friendship as 
two very unprincipled men are capable of feeling for each 
other, and to whom he was afterwards bound by close do- 
mestic ties. 

Marlborough was in a very different situation from that 
of William^s other servants. Lloyd might make overtures 
to Eussell, and Bulkeley to Godolphin. But all the agents 
of the banished Court stood aloof from the deserter of Salis- 
bury. That shameful night seemed to have for ever separ- 
ated the false friend from the Prince whom he had ruined. 
James had, even in the last extremity, when his army was 
ill full retreat, when his whole kingdom had risen p;gainst 
him, declared that he would never pardon Churchill, never, 
never. By all the Jacobites the name of Churchill was held 
in peculiar abhorrence ; and, in the prose and verse which 
came forth daily from their secret presses, a precedence in 
infamy, among all the many traitors of the age, was assigned 
to him. In the order of things which had sprung from the 
Eevolution, he was one of the great men of England, high 
in the state, high in the army. He had been created an 
Earl. He had a large share in the military administration. 
The emoluments, direct and indirect, of the places and com- 
mands which he held under the Cro^vn were believed at the 
Dutch Embassy to amount to twelve thousand pounds a 
year. In the event of a counterrevolution it seemed that he 
had nothing in prospect but a garret in Holland or a scaffold 
on Tower Hill. It might therefore have been expected that 
he would serve his new master with fidelity; not indeed 
with the fidelity of Nottingham, which was the fidelity of 
conscientiousness, not with the fidelity of Portland, which 
was the fidelity of affection, but with the not less stubborn 
fidelity of despair. 

Those who thought thus knew but little of Marlborough. 
Confident in his own powers of deception, he resolved, since 
the Jacobite agents would not seek him, to seek them. He 
therefore sent to beg an interview with Colonel Edward 
Sackville. 

Sackville was astonished and not much pleased by the 
message. He was a sturdy Cavalier of the old school. Ho 
had been persecuted in the days of the Popish plot for man- 
fully saying what he thought, and what everybody now 
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Oniilrs, about Oates and BecUoe.^ Since the Eevolntioii he 
had repeatedly put his neck in peril for King James, had 
been chased by officers with warrants, and had been designated 
as a traitor in a proolamation to which Marlborough himself 
had been a party, t It was not without reluctance that the 
stanch royalist crossed the hated threshold of the' deserter; 
He was repaid for his effort by the edifying spectacle of such 
an agony of repentance as he had never before seen. Will 
you/’ said Marlborough, my intercessor with the King? 
Will you tell him what I suffer? My crimes now appear to 
me ill their true light; and I shrink with horror from the 
contemplation. The thought of them is with me day and 
night. I sit down to table; but I cannot eat. I throw 
myself on my bed ; but I cannot sleep. I am ready to sacri- 
fice everything, to brave everything, to bring utter ruin on 
my fortunes, if only I may be free from the misery of a 
wounded spirit.” If apjiearances could be trusted, this great 
offender was as true a penitent as David or as Peter. Sack- 
ville reported to his friends what had passed. They could 
not but acknowledge that, if the archtraitor, who had 
hitherto opposed to conscience and to public opinion the same 
cool and placid hardihood which distinguished him on fields 
of battle, had really begun to feel remorse, it would be absurd 
to reject, on account of his mi worthiness, the inestimable 
services which it was in his power to render to the good 
cause. He sate in the interior council : he held high com- 
mand in the army : he had been recently entrusted, and 
would doubtless again be entrusted, with the direction of 
important military operations. It was true that no man hail 
incurred equal guilt : but it was true also that no 3ua3i had it 
in his power to make equal reparation. If he was sincere, lie 
might doubtless earn the pardon which he so much desired. 
But was he sincere? Had he not been just as loud in pro- 
fessions of loyalty on the very eve of Ms crime? It was 
necessary to put him to the test. Several tests were applied 
by Saekville and Lloyd. Marlborough was required to farnisli. 
full information touching the stren^h and the distribution of 
all the divisions of the English army; and he complied. He 
was required to disclose the whole plan of the approacMiig 
campaign ; and he did so. The Jacobite leaders watched 
carefully for inaccuracies in Ms reports, hut could find none. 
It was thought a still stronger proof of Ms fidelity that he 

^ Commons’ Joairnals, Mar. 21.24.1679; Grey’s Debates ; OLservator. 
t Gazette, July 21. 1699. 
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gave valuable intelligence about wbat was doing in tlie office 
of tlie Secretary of State. A deposition bad been sworn 
against one zealous royalist. A warrant was preparing 
against another. These intimations saved several of the 
malecontents from imprisonment, if not from the gallows ; ^ 

and it was impossible for them not to feel some relenting 
towards the awakened sinner to whom they owed so much. 

He however, in his secret conversations with his new allies, 
laid no claim to merit. He did not, he said, ask for con- 
fidence. How could he, after the villanies which he had 
committed against the best of Kings, hope ever to be trusted 
again? It was enough for a wretch like him to be permitted 
to make, at the cost of his life, some poor atonement to the 
gracious master, whom he had indeed basely injured, but ^ 4 -. 
whom he had never ceased to love. It was not improbable 
that, in the summer, he might command the English forces 
in Flanders. Was it wished that he should bring them over 
in a body to the French camp? If such were the royal plea- 
sure, he would undertake that the thing should be done. But 
on the whole he thought that it would be better to wait till 
the next session of Parliament. And then he hinted at a 
plan, which he afterwards more fully matured, for expelling 
the usurper by means of the English legislature and the 
English army. In the meantime he hoped that James 
w'ould command Godolphin not to quit the Treasury. A 
private man could do little for the good cause. One who 
was the director of the national finances, and the depository 
of the gravest secrets of state, might render inestimable 
services. 

MarlborougKs pretended repentance imposed so completely 
on those who managed the affairs of James in London that 
they sent Lloyd to France, with the cheering intelligence 
that the most depraved of all rebels had been wonderfully 
transformed into a loyal subject. The tidings filled James 
with delight and hope. Had he been wise, they would have 
excited in him only aversion and distrust. It was absurd to 
imagine that a man really heartbroken by remorse and shame 
for one act of perfidy would determine to lighten his con- 
science by committing a second act of perfidy as odious and 
as disgraceful as the first. The promised atonement was so 
wicked and base that it never could be made by any man 
sincerely desirous to atone for past wickedness and baseness. 

The truth was that, when Marlborough told the Jacobites 
that his sense of guilt prevented him from swallowing his 
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food By day and taking Ms rest at nigM, lie was langliing at CHAP, 
tliem. The loss of half a guinea would kave done more to 
spoil Ms appetite and to disturb Ms slumbers tlian all tlie 
terrors of an evil conscience. Wkat Ms offers really proved 
^ was tliat Ms former crime bad sprang, not from an ill regn- 
iated zeal for the interests of his conntry and his religion, 
but from a deep and incurable moral disease which had in- 
fected the whole man. James, however, partly from dulness 
and partly from selfishness, conld never see any immorality 
in any action by which he was benefited. To conspire 
\ against hi!n, to betray him, to violate an oath of allegiance 

sworn to him, were crimes for which no punishment here or 
« hereafter cotild be too severe. But to be nngTatefiil to his 

^ enemies, to break faith with his enemies, was not only inno- 
cent but laudable. The desertion at Salisbury had been the 
worst of crimes : for it had ruined him. A similar desertion 
in Flanders would be an hononrable exploit: for it might 
restore him. 

The penitent was informed by his Jacobite friends that he 
^ was forgiven. The news was most welcome; but something 

( more was necessary to restore his lost peace of mind. Might 
he hope to have, in the royal handwriting, two lines con- 
a promise of pardon ? It was not, of course, for his 
i own sake that he asked this. But he was confident that, 
with snch a docnment in his hands, he could bring back to 
' the right path some persons of great note who adhered to the 
usurper, only because they imagined that they had no mercy 
to expect from the legitimate King. They would return to 
I their duty as soon as they saw that even the worst of all 
criminals had, on his repentance, been generously forgiven, 
the promise was written, sent, and carefully treasured up. 
Marlborough had now attained one object, an object which 
was common to him with Russell and Godolphin. But he 
had other objects which neither Russell nor Godolphin had 
ever contemplated. There is, as we shall hereafter see, strong 
reason to believe that this wise, brave, wicked man, was 
meditating a plan worthy of his fertile intellect and daring 
spirit, and not less worthy of Ms deeply corrupted heart, a 
plan which, if it had not been fxmstrated by strange means, 
would have ruined William without benefiting James, and 
r would have made the successful traitor master of England 
and arbiter of Europe. 

Thus things stood, when, in May 1690, William, after a 
‘ short and busy sojourn in England, set out again for the 
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Continent, where the regular campaign was about to open. 
He took with him Marlborough, whose abilities he jus% 
appreciated, and of whose recent negotiations with Saint 
Germains he had not the faintest suspicion. A.t the Hague 
seyeral important military and political consultations were 
held ; and, on every occasion, the superiority of the accom- 
plished Englishman was felt by the most distinguished 
soldiers and statesmen of the United Provinces. Heinsius, 
long after, used to relate a conversation which took place at 
this time between William and the Prince of Vaudemoiit, 
one of the ablest commanders in the Dutch service. Vaude- 
mont spoke well of several English o£B.cers, and among them 
of Talniash and Mackay, but pronounced Marlborough 
superior beyond comparison to the rest. has every 

quality of a general. His very look shows it. He cannot 
fail to achieve something great,” I really believe, cousin,” 
answered the King, "'^that my Lord will make good every- 
thing that you have said of him.” 

■ There was still a short interval before the coinineiicement 
of military operations. William passed that interval in his 
beloved park at Loo. Marlborough spent two or three days 
there, and was then despatched to Planders, with orders to 
collect all the English forces, to form a camp in the neigh- 
bourhood of Eimssels, and to have everything in readiness 
for the Xing’s arrival. 

And now Marlborough had an opportunity of X3roving the 
sincerity of those professions by which he had obtained jfroin 
a heart, well described by himself as harder than a marble 
ehimneypiece, the x)ardon of an oflPence such as might have 
moved even a gentle nature to deadly resentment. He i*e- 
ceived from Saint Germains a message claiming the instant 
performance of his promise to desert at the head of his , 
troops. He was told that this was the greatest service which 
he could render to the Crown, His word was pledged ; and 
the gracious master who had forgiven all i)ust errors confi- 
deiitly exxiected that it would he redeemed. The hypocrite 
evaded the demand with characteristic dexterity. In the 
most resjoectful and affectionate language he excused liiuiself 
for not immediately obeying the royal commands. The pro- 
mise which he was required to fulfil had not been quite cor- 
rectly understood. There had been some misapxireheiision 
on the part of the messengers. To carry over a regiment or ' 
two would do more haim than good. To caixy over a whole 
army was a business which would require much time and 
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management.'^' Wtile^ was murmuring OTer these CHAE 

apologies;, and wishing that he had not been quite so placable^ XVII. 
William arrived at the head quarters of the allied forces, 
and took the chief command. 

The military operations in Flanders recommenced early in xhe cam- 
' June and terminated at the close of September. No impor- paign^of 
tant action took place. The two armies marched and conn- j'lancSs. 
termarched, drew near and receded. During some time they 
confronted each other with less than a league between them. 

But neither William nor Luxemburg would fight except at 
an advantage; and neither gave the other any advantage. 
Languid as the campaign was, it is on one accoxmt remark- 
able. During more than a century our country had sent no 
great force to make war by land ont of the British isles. Our 
^ aristocracy had therefore long ceased to be a military class. 

The nobles of France, of Germany, of Holland, were generally 
soldiers. It would probably have been difficult to find in the 
brilliant circle which surrounded Lewis at Yersailles a single 
Marquess or Viscount of forty who had not been at some 
battle or siege. But the immense majority of our peers, 
baronets, and opulent esquires had never served except in the 
trainbands, and had never borne ^ part in any military ex- 
j ploit more serious than that of putting down a riot or of 
a street clear for a procession. The generation which 
had fought at EdgehUl and Lansdowne had nearly passed 
away. The wars of Charles the Second had been almost 
entirely maritime. During his reign therefore the sea ser- 
vice had been decidedly more the mode than the land service ; 
and, repeatedly, when our fleets sailed to encounter the 
Dutch, such multitudes of men of fashion had gone on hoax’d 
that the parks and the theatres had been left desolate. Li 
1691 at length, for the first time since Henry the Eighth 
"--■laid siege to Boulogne, an English army appeared on the 
Continent under the command of an English King. A camp, 
which was also a court, was irresistibly attractive to many 
young patricians full of natural intrepidity, and ambitious of 
the favour which men of distinguished bravery have always 
found ill the eyes of women. To volunteer for Flanders be- 
came the rage among the fine gentlemen who combed their 
flowing wigs and exchanged their richly perfumed snuffs at 
the Saint James’s Cofffeehouse. WiUiam’s headquarters were 
enlivened by a crowd of splendid equipages and by a rapid 

* Life of James, ii. 449, 
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succession of sumptuous banquets. For among tbe Mgbborn 
and Mglispirited joutbs wbo repaired to M standard were 
some wlio, tbougli quite willing to face a batter j, were not at 
all disposed to deny tbemselves tbe luxuries witb wMcb they 
bad been surrounded in Sobo Square. a few inontbs 
Sbadwel brought these waliant fops and epicures on the 
stage. The town was made merry with the character of a 
courageous but prodigal and effeminate coxcomb^ who is 
impatient to cross swords with the best men in the French 
household troops, but who is much dejected by learning that 
he may find it difficult to have bis Champagne iced daily 
during the summer. He carries with him cooks, confec- 
tioners, and laundresses, a waggonload of plate, a wardrobe 
of laced and embroidered suits, and much rich tent furniture, 
of which the patterns have been chosen by a committee of 
fine ladies."^ 

While the hostile armies watched each other in Flanders, 
hostilities were cairied on with somewhat more vigour in 
other parts of Europe, The French gained some advantages 
in Catalonia and in Piedmont. Their Turkish allies, who in 
the east menaced the dominions of the Emperor, were de- 
feated by Lewis of Baden in a great battle. But nowhere 
were the events of the summer so important as in Ireland. 

I From October 1690 till May 1691, no military operation 
on a large scale was attempted in that kingdom. The area of 
the island was, during the winter and spring, not unequally 
divided between the contending races. The whole of Ulster, 
the greater part of Leinster, and about one third of Mun- 
ster had submitted to the English. The whole of Connaught, 
the greater part of Munster, and two or three counties of 
Leinster were held by the Irish. The tortuous boundary 
formed by William^s garrisons ran in a north eastern direc- 
tion from the bay of Castlehaven to Mallow, and then, ^ 
inclining stiU further eastward, proceeded to Cashel. From 
Cashel the line went to Mullingar, from Mullingar to Long- 
ford, and from Longford to Cavan, skirted Lough Erne on 
the west, and met the ocean again at Ballyshannon.t 

On the English side of this pale there was a rude and im- 
perfect order. Two Lords Justices, Coningsby and Porter, 
assisted by a Privy Council, represented King William at 

* The description of this yotiiig hero stout ; a most luxurious effeminate Vo- 
in the list of the Dramatis Persona is lunteer.” . ^ 

amusing : Sir Nicholas Dainty, A most f Story’s Continuation ; Proclamation 

conceited fantastic Beau, of drolling# af- of Pehruary 21. 169f ; London Gazette 
feeted Speech j a Tery Coxcomh, hut of March 12, 
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Dublin Castle. Judges, Sheriffs, and Justices of the Peace 
bad been appointed ; and assizes were, after a long interval, 
held in several county towns. The colonists bad meanwhile 
been formed into a strong militia, under the command of 
officers who had commissions from the Crown. The train- 
bands of the capital consisted of two thousand five hundred 
foot, two troops of horse, and two troops of dragoons, all 
Protestants, and all well arm,ed and clad.* On the fourth of 
November, the anniversary of William^s birth, and on the 
fifth, the aiiniversaxy of his landing at Torbay, the whole of 
this force appeared in aU the pomp of war. The vanquished 
and disarmed natives assisted, with suppressed grief and 
anger, at the triumph of the caste which they had, five 
months before, oppressed and plundered with impunity* 
The Lords Justices went in state to Saint Patrich’s Cathe- 
dral: bells were rung: bonfires were lighted: hogsheads of 
ale and claret were set abroach in the streets : fireworks were 
exhibited on College Green: a great company of nobles and 
public functionaries feasted at the Castle; and, as the second 
course came up, the trumpets sounded, and IJlster King at 
Arms proclaimed, in Latin, French, and English, William 
and Mary, by the grace of God, King and Queen of Great 
jBritain, Prance, and Ireland, t 

Within the territory where the Saxon race was dominant 
trade and industry had already begun to revive. The brazen 
counters which bore the image and superscription of James 
gave place to silver. The ftigitives who had taken refuge in 
England came back in multitudes ; and, by their intelli- 
gence, diligence, and thrift, the devastation caused by two 
years of confusion and robbery was soon in part repaired. 
Merchantmen heavily laden were constantly passing and re- 
passing Saint George’s Ohamiel. The receipts of the custom 
houses on the eastern coast, from Cork to Londonderry, 
amounted in six months to sixty-seven thousand five hundred 
pounds, a sum such as would have been thought extraordinary 
even in the most prosperous times.J 

The Irish who remained within the English pale were, one 
and all, hostile to the English domination. They were 
therefore subjected to a rigorous system of police, the 

* Story’s Continuation. nue from tLe Customs had been unusually 

t Story’s Impartial History; London large. But the receipt from all the 
Gazette, Nov. 17. 1690. ports of Ireland, during the whole year, 

J Story’s Impartial History. The was only a hundred and twenty-seyen 
year 1684 had been considered as a time thousand pounds. See Clarendon’s 
of remarkable prosperity, and the reye- Memoirs. 
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CHAP, natural tliougli lamentable effect of extreme danger and ex- 
ireme provocation. A Papist was not permitted to have a 
sword or a gun. He was not permitted to go more tlian tbree 
miles out of Hs parish except to the mariet town on the 
market day. Lest he should give information or assist- 
m his brethren who occupied the western half of 
the island, he was forbidden to live within ten miles of the 
frontier. Lest he should turn his house into a place of 
resort for malecontents, he was forbidden to sell liquor by 
retail. One proclamation announced that, if the property of 
any Protestant should be injured by marauders, his loss 
should be made good at the expense of his Popish neigh- 
bours. Another gave notice that, if any Papist who had 
not been at least three months domiciled in Dublin should ' 
be found there, he should be treated as a spy. IsTot more 
than five Papists were to assemble in the capital or its neigh- 
bourhood on any pretext. Without a protection from the 
government no member of the Church of Eome was safe; 
and the government would not grant a protection to any 
member of the Church of Eome who had a son in the Irish 
army.* 

In spite of all precautions and severities, however, the 
Celt found many opportunities of taking a sly revenge. ^ 
Houses and bams were frequently burned: soldiers were 
frequently murdered ; and it was scarcely possible to obtain 
evidence against the malefactors, who had with them the 
sympathies of the whole population. On such occasions the 
government sometimes ventured on acts which seemed better 
suited to a Turkish than to an English administration. One 
of these acts became a favourite theme of Jacobite pam- 
phleteers, and was the subject of a serious parliamentary en- 
quiry at Westminster. Six musketeers were found butchered - 
only a few miles from Dublin. The inhabitants of the 
village where the crime had been committed, men, women, 
and childien, were driven like sheep into the Castle, where 
the Privy Council was sitting. The heart of one of the 
assassins, named Gafney, failed him. He consented to be a 
witness, was examined by the Board, acknowledged his guilt, 
and named some of his accomplices. He was then removed 
in custody : but a priest obtained access to him during a few 
minutes. What passed during those few minutes appeared 
when he was a second time brought before the Council. He 

* Story’s History and Contimiation ; London Gazettes of September 29. 1690, 
and Jan. 8. and Mar. 12. IdOJ. 
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liad tlie efeontery to deny that lie had owned anything or 
accused anybody. His hearers, several of whom had taken 
down his confession in writing, were enraged at his impu- 
dence. The Lords Justices broke ont ; Ton are a rogue : 
you are a villain ; you shall be hanged : where is the Provost 
Marshal ? The Provost Marshal came. Take that man,^’ 
said Coningsby, pointing to Gafney ; ^Hake that man, and 
hang him.” There was no gallows ready : but the carriage 
of a gun served the purpose ; and the prisoner was instantly 
tied up, without a trial, without even a written order for the 
execution ; and this though the courts of law were sitting at 
the distance of only a few hundred yards. The English House 
of Commons, some years later, after a long discussion, 
resolved, without a division, that the order for the execution 
of Gafney was arbitrary and illegal, but that Coningsby’s 
fault was so much extenuated by the circumstances in which 
he was placed that it was not a proper subject for impeach- 
ment.^ 

It was not only by the implacable hostility of the Irish 
that the Saxon of the pale was at this time harassed. His 
allies caused him almost as much annoyance as his helots. 
The help of troops from abroad was indeed necessary to him : 
but it was dearly bought. Even William, in whom the whole 
civil and military authority was concentrated, had found it 
difficult to maintain discipline in an army collected from 
many lands, and composed in great part of mercenaries 
accustomed to live at free quarter. The powers which had 
been united in him were now divided and subdivided. The 
two Lords Justices considered the civil administration as 
their province, and left the army to the management of 
Ginkell, who was General in Chief. GinkeU kept excellent 
order among the auxiliaries from Holland, who were under 
his more immediate command. But his authority over the 
English and the Danes was less entire 5 and unfortunately 
their pay was, during part of the winter, in arrear. They 
indemnified themselves by excesses and exactions for the 
want of that which was their due ; and it was hardly possible 

* See tlie Lords’ Journals of MareL 2. lienus Rediviviis. The narrative -which 
and 4. 169|, and the Commons’ Journals Colonel Boherfc Litzgerald, a Privy 
of Dec. 16. 1693, and Jan. 29. 169|. Councillor and an eyewitness, delivered 
The story, had enough at best, was told in writing to the House of Lords, under 
by the personal and political enemies of the sanetion of an oath, seems to me 
the Lords Justices with additions which perfectly trustworthy. It is strange . 
the House of Commons evidently eon- that Story, though he mentions the 
sideredas calumnious, and which I really murder of the soldiers, says nothing 
believe to have been so. See the Gal- about Gafney. 
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:■ H3BT0RY OiVEX0LA]STBv^: : 

to piuiisli men witli severity for not ctoosing to starve 
witli arms in their hands. At length in the spring large 
supplies of money and stores arrived : arrears were paid xip s 
rations were plentifnl ; and a more rigid discipline was en- 
forced. But too many traces of the bad habits which the 
soldiers had contracted were discernible till the close of the 
war.*^ , 

In that part of Ireland, meanwhile, which still actnow- 
lodged James as King;, there could hardly be said to be any 
law, any property, or any government. The Eoman Catholics 
of Ulster and Leinster had fled westward by tens of thou- 
sands, driviiig before them a large part of the cattle which 
had escaped the havoc of two terrible years. The influx of 
food into the Celtic region, however, was far from keeping 
pace with the influx of consumers. The necessaries of lile 
were scarce. Conveniences to which every plain farmer and 
burgess in England was accustomed could hardly be procured 
by nobles and generals. Ko coin was to be seen except 
lumps of base metal which were called crowns and shillings. 
Nominal prices were enormously high. A quart of ale cost, 
two and sixpence, a quart of brandy three pounds. The only 
towns of any note on the western coast were Limerick and 
Galway ; and the oppression which the shopkeepers of those 
towns underwent was such that many of them stole away 
with the remains of their stocks to the English territory, 
where a Papist, though he had to endure much restraint and 
much humiliation, was allowed to put his own price on his 
goods, and received that price in silver. Those traders who 
remained within the unhappy region were ruined. Every 
warehouse that contained any valuable property was broken 
open by ruffians who pretended that they were commissioned 
to procure stores for the public service 3 and the owner re- 
ceived in return for bales of cloth and hogsheads of sugar 
some fragments of old kettles and saucepans which would 
not in London or Paris have been taken by a beggar. As 
soon as a merchant ship arrived in the bay of Galway or in 
the Shannon, she was boarded by these robbers. The cargo 
was carried away ; and the proprietor was forced to content 
himself with such a quantity of cowhides, of wool, and of 
tallow as the gang which had plundered him chose to give 
him. The consequence was, that, while foreign commodities 
were pouring fast into the harbours of Londonderry Garrick- 


^ Burnetj ii. 66. ; Leslie’s answer to King. 
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fergiis, and Cork, every mariner avoided 

Limerick and Galway as nests of pirates.^ 

The distinction between the Irish foot soldier and the Irish 
Eapparee had never been very strongly marked. It now dis- 
appeared. Great part of the army was turned loose to live 
by marauding. An incessant predatory war raged along the 
line which separated the domain of William from that of 
James. Every day companies of freebooters, sometimes 
wrapped in twisted straw which served the purpose of armour, 
stole into the English territory, burned, sacked, pillaged, and 
hastened back to their own ground. To guard against these 
incursions was not easy, for the peasantry of the plmidered 
country had a strong fellow feeling with the plunderers. To 
empty the granary, to set fire to the dwelling, to drive away 
the cows, of a heretic was regarded by every squalid in- 
habitant of a mud cabin as a good work. A troop engaged 
in such a work might confidently expect to fall in, notwith- 
standing all the proclamations of the Lords Justices, with 
some friend who would indicate the richest booty, the 
shortest road, and the safest Mdingplace. The English 
complained that it was no easy matter to catch a Eapparee. 
Sometimes, when he saw danger approaching, he lay down in 
the long grass of the bog, and then it was as difficult to find 
him as to find a hare sitting. Sometimes he sprang into a 
stream, and lay there, like an otter, with only his mouth and 
nostrils above the water. ISTay, a whole gang of banditti would, 
in the twinkling of an eye, transform itself into a crowd of 
harmless labourers. Every man took his gun to pieces, hid 
the lock in his clothes, stuck a cork in the muzzle, stopped 
the touch hole with a quill, and threw the weapon into the 
next pond. Nothing was to be - seen but a train of poor 
rustics, who had not so much as a cudgel among them, and 
whose humble look and crouching walk seemed to show that 
their spirit was thoroughly broken to slavery. When the 
peril was over, when the signal was given, every man flew to 
the place where he had hid his arms, and soon the robbers 
were in full march towards some Protestant mansion. One 
band penetrated to Clonmel, another to the vicinity of Mary- 
borough: a third made its den in a woody islet of fiiun 
ground, surrounded by the vast bog of Allen, harried the 

"■ * Macarise Exeidium; Fumeron to able witnesses. They w^ere "botJ! at tliis 

Loiivois, -y— 1691. It is to be ob- time within the walls of Limerick, 
served that Kelly, the author of the There is no reason to doubt the impar- 
Maearlfe Exeidium, and Fumeron, the the Frenchman ; and the 
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connty of WicMow, and alarmed eTen the snhnrbs of Dublin* 
Such expeditions indeed were not always successful. Some- 
times the plunderers fell in with parties of militia^ or with 
detachments from the English garrisons^ in situations in 
which disguise, flight, and resistance were ahhe impossible. 
When this happened, every kerne who was taken was hanged, 
without any ceremony, on the nearest tree.*^ 

At the headquarters of the Irish army there was, during 
the winter, no authority capable of exacting obedience even 
within a circle of a mile. Tyrconnel was absent at the Court 
of France. He had left the supreme government in the 
hands of a Council of Eegency composed of twelve persons. 

The nominal command of the army he had confided to Ber- 
wick ; but Berwick, though, as was afterwards proved, a man ^ 
of no common courage and capacity, was young and inex- 
perienced. His powers were unsuspected by the world and 
by himself f : and he submitted without reluctance to the tute- 
lage of a Council of War nominated by the Lord Lieutenant-* 
Neither the Council of Eegency nor the Council of War was 
popular at Limerick. The Irish complained that men who 
were not Irish had been entrusted with a large share in the 
administration. The cry was loudest against an ofGLcer named 
Thomas Maxwell. For it was certain that he was a Scotch- 
man: it was doubtful whether he was a Eoman Catholic ; 
and he had not concealed the dislike which he felt for that 
Celtic Parliament which had repealed the Act of Settlement 
and passed the Act of Attainder.J The discontent, fomented 
by the arts of intriguers, among whom the cunning and un- 
principled Henry Luttrell seems to have been the most active, 
soon broke forth into open rebellion. A great meeting was 
held. Many officers of the army, some peers, some lawyers 
of high note, and some prelates of the Eoman Catholic ' 
Church were present. It was resolved that the government 
set up by the Lord Lieutenant was unknown to the consti- 
tution. Ireland, it was said, could be legally governed, in 
the absence of the Eing, only by a Lord Lieutenant, by a 
Lord Deputy, or by Lords Justices. The King was absent. 

The Lord Lieutenant was absent. There was no Lord 

^ Storys Impartial History and Con- Je me puis m’empesciier de vous dire 
tinnation, and the London Gazettes of qn*il est brave de sa persone, a ee qne 
December, January, Debraaiy, and Ton dit, mais quec’estunanssymecbant 
March 169f. officier qn’il y en ayt, et qii’il n'a pas le 

t It is remarkable that Avanx, though sens conimnn.” 
a very shrewd Judge of men, greatly nn- I Leslie’s answer to King ; MaearisQ 
derrated Berwick, In a letter to Lon- Excidium, 
voia dated Oct. ||, 1689, Avanx says: 
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Deputy. There were no Lords Justices. The edict hy which 
Tyrcoiinel had delegated his authority to a junto composed 
of his creatures was a mere nullity. The nation was there- 
fore left without any legitimate chief, and might, without 
violating the allegiance due to the Crown, mate temporary 
provision for its own safety. A deputation was sent to in- 
form Berwick that he had assumed a power to which he had 
no right, but that nevertheless the army and people of 
Ireland would willingly acknowledge him as their head if he 
would consent to govern by the advice of a council truly 
Irish. Berwick indignantly expressed his wonder that mili- 
tary men should presume to meet and deliberate without the 
permission of their general. The deputies answered that 
there was no general, and that, if His Grace did not choose 
to undertake the administration on the terms proposed, 
another leader would easily be found. Berwick very reluc- 
tantly 3delded, and continued to be a puppet in a new set of 
hands.* 

Those who had effected this revolution thought it prudent 
to send a deputation to Trance for the purpose of vindicating 
their proceedings. Of this deputation the Roman Catholic 
Bishop of Cork and the two Luttrells were members. In the 
**"ghip which conveyed them from Limerick to Brest they found 
a fellow passenger whose presence was by no means agree- 
able to them, their enemy. Maxwell. They suspected, and 
not without reason, that he was going, like them, to Saint 
Germains, but on a very different errand. The truth was 
that Berwick had sent Maxwell to watch their motions 
and to traverse their designs. Henry Luttrell, the least 
scrupulous of men, proposed to settle the matter at once by 
tossing the Scotchman into the sea. But the Bishop, who 
was a man of conscience, and Simon LuttreU, who was a man 
of honour, objected to this expedient.f 

Meanwhile at Limerick the supreme power was in abey- 
ance. Berwick, finding that he had no real authority, 
altogether neglected business, and gave himself up to such 
pleasures as that dreary place of banishment afforded. There 
was among the Irish chiefs no man of sufficient weight and 
ability to control the rest. Sarsfield for a time took the lead. 
But Sarsfield, though eminently brave and active in the field, 
was little skilled in the administration of war, and still less 
skilled in civil business. Those who were most desirous to 

^ Maeariae Excidinm. 

t Macarise Excidium ; Life of James, ii. 422, ; Memoirs of Berwick. 
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support Ms autliority were forced to own that Ms nature was 
too unsuspicious and indulgent for a post in wMch it was 
hardly possible to be too distrustful or too seyere. He 
believed whatever was told him. He signed whatever was 
set before him. The commissaries, encouraged by his lenity, 
robbed and embezzled more shamelessly than ever. They 
sallied forth daily, guarded by pikes and firelocks, to seize, 
nominally for the public service, but really for themselves, 
wool, linen, leather, tallow, domestic utensils, instruments of 
husbandry, searched every pantry, every wardrobe, eveiy 
cellar, and even laid sacrilegious hands on the property of 
priests and prelates."^ 

Early in the spring the government, if it is to be so called, 
of which Berwick was the ostensible head, was dissolved by 
the return of Tyrconnel. The Luttrells had, in the name of 
their countrymen, implored James not to subject so loyal a 
people to so odious and incapable a viceroy. Tyrconnel, they 
said, was old: he was infirm: he needed much sleep: he 
knew nothing of war : he was dilatory : he was partial : he 
was rapacious: he was distrusted and hated by the whole 
nation. The Irish, deserted by him, had made a gallant stand, 
and had compelled the victorious army of the Prince of Orange 
to retreat. They hoped soon to take the field again, thirty 
thousand strong,* and they adjured their King to send them 
some captain worthy to command such a force. Tyrconnel and 
Marw-ell, on the other hand, represented the delegates as 
mutineers, demagogues, traitors, and pressed James to send 
Henry LuttreU to keep Mountjoy company in the BastiHe. 
James, bewildered by these criminations and recriminations, 
hesitated long, and at last, with characteristic wisdom, re- 
lieved himself from trouble by giving aU the quarreUers fair 
words, and by sending them all back to have their fight out in 
Ireland. Berwick was at the same time recalled to Prance.f 

Tyrconnel was received at Limerick, even by his enemies, 
with decent respect. Much as they hated him, they could 
not question the validity of his commission; and, though they 
still maintained that they had been perfectly justified in 
annullmg, during his absence, the unconstitutional arrange- 
ments which he had made, they acknowledged that, when he 
was present, he was their lawful governor. He was not 
altogether unprovided with the means of concHiating them. 
He brought many gracious messages and promises, a patent 


, ^ Maeariee Exeidium. 

t Life of James, ii. 422, 423. ; Memoircs de Berwick 
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of peerage for Sarsfield, some monej wHch. was not of brass, 
and some clotKing, whieli was even more acceptable tban 
money. The new garments were not indeed very fine. But 
even the generals had long been out at elbows; and there 
were few of the common men whose habiliments would have 
been thonght sufficient to dress a scarecrow in a more pros- 
perous coimtry, ISTow, at length, for the first time in many 
months, every private soldier could boast of a pair of breeches 
and a pair of brogues. The Lord Lieutenant had also been 
authorised to announce that he should soon be followed by 
several ships, laden with provisions and military stores. This 
announcement was most welcome to the troops, who had long 
been without bread, and who had nothing stronger than 
water to drink.* . 

During some weeks the supplies were impatiently ex- 
pected. At last, Tyrconnel was forced to shut himself up; 
for, whenever he appeared in public, the soldiers ran after 
him clamomdng for food. Even the beef and mutton, which, 
half raw, half burned, without vegetables, without salt, had 
hitherto supported the army, had become scarce ; and the 
common men were on rations of horseflesh when the pro- 
mised sails were seen in the mouth of the Shannon. f 

A distinguished French general, named Saint Euth, was 
on board with his staff. He brought a commission which 
appointed him commander in chief of the Irish army. The 
commission did not expressly declare that he was to be in- 
dependent of the viceregal authority: but he had been assured 
by James that Tyrconnel should have secret instructions not 
to intermeddle in the conduct of the war. Saint Euth was 
assisted by another general officer named D’Usson. The 
French ships brought some arms, some ammunition, and a 
plentiful supply of com and flour. The spirits of the Irish 
rose ; and the Te Deum was chaunted with fervent devotion 
in the cathedral of Limerick. J 

Tyrconnel had made no preparations for the approaching 
campaign. But Saint Euth, as soon as he had landed, exerted 
himself strenuously to redeem the time which had been lost. 
He was a man of courage, activity, and resolution, but of a 
harsh and imperious nature. In his own country he was 
celebrated as the most merciless persecutor that had ever dra- 
gooned the Huguenots to mass. It was asserted by English 

Life of James, ii. 433. 45Lj Story's Blind ;Eumeron to Louvois, 1691. 

Continuation. | Macarise Excidiiim; M(!mioires de 

t Life of James, ii. 438. ; Liglit to tlie Berwick ; Life of James, ii. 461, 452. 
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Whigs that he was known in France by the nickname of the 
Hangman; that, at Eome, the very cardinals had shown their 
abhorrence of his cruelty; and that even Queen Christina, 
who had little right to be squeamish about bloodshed, had 
turned away from him with loathing. He had recently held a 
command in Savoy. The Irish regiments in the French ser- 
vice had formed part of his army, and had behaved extremely 
well. It was therefore supposed that he had a peculiar talent 
for managing Irish troops. But there was a wide difference 
between the well clad, weU armed, and well drilled Irish, with 
whom he was familiar, and the ragged marauders whom he 
found swarming in the alleys of Limerick. Accustomed to the 
splendour and to the discipline of French camps and garrisons, 
he was disgusted by finding that, in the country to which he 
had been sent, a regiment of infantry meant a mob of people 
as naked, as dirty, and as disorderly as the beggars, whom he 
had been accustomed to see on the Continent besieging the 
door of a monastery or pursuing a diligence up hill. With ill 
concealed contempt, however, he addressed himself vigorously 
to the task of disciplining these strange soldiers, and was day 
and night in the saddle, galloping from post to post, from 
Limerick to Athlone, from Athlone to the northern extremity 
of Loughrea, and from Loughrea back to Limerick.* 

It was indeed necessary that he should bestir himself : for, 
a few days after his arrival, he learned that, on the other side 
of the Pale, all was ready for action. The greater part of the 
English force was collected, before the close of May, in the 
neighbourhood of Mullingar. GinkeH commanded in chief. 
He had under him the two best officers, after Marlborough, 
of whom our island could then boast, Talmash and Mackay. 
The Marquess of Euvigny, the hereditary chief of the refugees, 
and elder brother of that brave Caillemot who had fallen at 
the Boyne, had joined the army with the rank of major gen- 
eral. The Lord Justice Conmgsby, though not by profession 
a soldier, came down from Dublin, to animate the zeal of the 
troops. The appearance of the camp showed that the money 
voted by the English Parliament had not been spared. The 
uniforms were new ; the ranks were one blaze of scarlet; and 
the train of artillery “v^as such as had never before been 
seen in Ireland.t 




^ Macarias Excidium ; Burnet, ii, 78 ; 
Bangeaii; The Mercurius Eefomatus, 
Time 5. 1691. 

t An exact Journal of the yictorious 


progress of Their Majesties’ forces under" 
the command of G-eneral Ginekle this 
summer in Ireland, 1691 ; Story’s Coa- 
tinuation ; Maekay’s Memoirs. 
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On tiie sixth, of June Ginbell moved his head quarters from 
Miillmgar. On the seventhhe reached Ballymore. At Bally- 
more, on a penins-ula almost snrronnded hy something between 
a swamp and a late^ stood an ancient fortress^ which had 
recently been fortified under Sarsfield’s direction, and which 
was defended by above a thousand men. The English guns 
were instantly planted. In a few hours the besiegers had the 
satisfaction of seeing the besieged running like rabbits from 
one shelter to another. The govemoi*, who had at first held 
high language, begged piteously for quarter, and obtained it. 
The whole garrison was marched off to Dublin. Only eight 
of the conquerors had fallen.* 

Ginkell passed some days in reconstructing the defences of 
Ballymore. This work had scarcely been performed when he 
was joined by the Danish auxiliaries under the command of 
the Duke of Wurtemberg. The whole army then moved west- 
ward, and, on the nineteenth of June, appeared before the 
walls of Athlone.t 

Athlone was perhaps, in a military point of view, the most 
important place in the island. Rosen, who understood war 
well, had always maintained that it was there that the Irishry 
would, with most advantage, make a stand against the Eng- 
.^Ajishry.j The town, which was surrounded by ramparts of 
earth, lay partly in Leinster and partly in Gonnaught. The 
English quarter, which was in Leinster, had once consisted of 
new and handsome houses, but had been burnt by the Irish 
some months before, and now lay in heaps of ruin. The 
Celtic quarter, which was in Connaught, was old and meanly 
built. § The Shannon, which is the boundary of the two 
provinces, rushed through Athlone in a deep and rapid 
stream, and turned two large mills which rose on the arches 
of a stone bridge. Above the bridge, on the Connaught 
side, a castle, built, it was said, hy King John, towered to the 
height of seventy feet, and extended two hundred feet along 


^ London G-azette, June 18. 22. 1691; 
Story’s Continuation ; Life of James, ii, 
452. The author of the Life accuses the 
OoYernorof treachery or cowardice. 

f London Gazette, June 22. 25., July 
2. 1691; Story’s Continuation; Exact 
Journal. 

I Life of James, ii. 373. 376, 377. 

§ Macariae Exeidium. I may observe 
..that this is one of the many passages 
which lead me to believe the Latin text 
to be the original. The Latin is, “ Oppi- 
dnm ad Salaminiuni amnis latus recenti- 


bus ae sumptuosioribus sedificiis attolle- 
batur ; antiquius et ipsa vetustate incul- 
tius quod in Paphiis finibus exstruetum 
erat.” The English version is, “ The 
town on Salaminia side was better built 
than that in Paphia.” Surely there is 
in the Latin the particularity which we 
might expect from a person who had 
known Athlone before the war. The 
English version is contemptibly bad. I 
need hardly say that the Paphian side 
is Connatight, and the Saiaminian side 
Leinster, 
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tlio river. Fifty or sixty yards below tlie bridge was a narrow 
■■■ford.'^ : , 

During* tbe nigM of the nineteenth the English placed their 
cannon. On the morning of the twentieth the firing began. 
At five in the afternoon an assault was made. A brave French 
refugee with a grenade in his hand was the first to climb the 
breach, and fell, cheering his countrymen to the onset with 
his latest breath. Such were the gallant spirits which the 
bigotry of Lewis had sent to recruit, in the time of his utmost 
need, the armies of his deadliest enemies^ The example was 
not lost. The grenades fell thick. The assailants mounted 
by hundreds. The Irish gave way and ran towards the bridge. 
There the press was so great that some of the fugitives were 
crushed to death in the narrow passage, and others were 
forced over the parapets into the waters which roared among 
the mill wheels below. In a few hours GinkeU had made 
himself master of the English quarter of Athlone; and this 
success had cost him only twenty men killed and forty 
wounded.t 

But his work was only begun. Between him and the Irish 
town the Shannon ran fiercely. The bridge was so narrow 
that a few resolute men might keep it against an army. The 
mills which stood on it were strongly guarded ; and it was 
commanded by the guns of the castle. That part of the Con- 
naught shore where the river was fordable was defended by 
works, which the Lord Lieutenant had, in spite of the mur- 
murs of a powerful party, forced Saint Euth to entrust to the 
care of Maxwell. Maxwell had come back from France a 
more unpopular man than he had been when he went thither. 
It was rumoured that he had, at Versailles, spoken opprobri- 
ously of the Irish nation ; and he had, on this account, been, 
oifiy a few days before, publicly affronted by Sarsfield.f On 

* I have consulted several eontem- English version of this curious work is 
porary maps of Athlone. One will be only a bad translation from the Latin, 
found in Story’s Continuation. The English merely says : “ Lysander,” 

f Diary of the siege of Athlone, by — Sarsfield , — “ aeensed him, a few days 
an Engineer of the Army, a Witness of before, in the general’s presence,” with- 
tlie Action, licensed July 11. 1691 ; out intimating what the accusation was. 
Story’s Continuation ; London Gazette, The Latin original runs thus : “ Acriter 
July 2, 1691; Eumeron to Louvois, Lysander, paiicos ante dies, coram prse- 
?T'?“ account of this at- ^ecto copiarum illi exprobraverat nescio 

tecL in the Life of James, ii. 453., is an 1“^- “auk Syriaoa in Cypporam 
absurd romance. It does not appear to opprobrimn eflutivisse dieebatnr.; The 
have been taken from the King's ori- translator has by omitting the 

giiial Horaoirs, or to have been revised most important words, and by using the. " 
by his son. aorist instead of the preterpluperfeet 

I Macarise Excidiiim. Here again I made the whole passage un- 

think that I see clear proof that the Ki<3anmg. 
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the twenty-first of Jime tlie English were busied in flinging 
up batteries along the Leinster bant. On the twenty-second, 
soon after dawn, the cannonade began. The firing continued 
all that day and all the following night. When morning 
^ broke again, one whole side of the castle had been beaten 
down : the thatched lanes of the Celtic town lay in ashes ; 
and one of the mills had been burned with sixty soldiers who 
had been posted in it.* 

StiE however the Irish defended the bridge resolutely. 
During several days there was sharp fighting hand to hand 
in the strait passage. The assailants gained ground, but 
gained it inch by inch. The courage of the garrison was 
sustained by the hope of speedy succour. Saint Euth had at 
length completed his preparations ; and the tidings that Ath- 
lone was in danger had induced him to take the field in hasto 
f at the head of an army, superior in number, though inferior 
i in more important elements of mihtary strength, to the army 
; of (Jinkell. The French general seems to have thought that 
the bridge and the ford might easily be defended, tiE the 
autumnal rains, and the pestilence which ordinarily accom- 
panied them, should compel the enemy to retire. He there- 
fore contented himself with sending successive detachments 
reinforce the garrison. The immediate conduct of the de- 
fence he entrusted to his second in command, D^lJsson, and 
fixed his own headquarters two or three mEes from the town. 
He expressed his astonishment that so experienced a com- 
i mander as GriiEceE should persist in a hopeless enterprise. 

His master ought to hang him for trying to take Athlone ; 
and mine ought to hang me if I lose it.^^ f 

Saint Ruth, however, was by no means at ease. He had 
found, to his great mortification, that he had not the full 
authority which the promises made to him at Saint Germains 
had entitled him to expect. The Lord Lieutenant was in the 
camp. His bodily and mental infirmities had perceptibly in- 
creased within the last few weeks. The slow and uncertain 
step with which he, who had once been renowned for vigour 
and agility, now tottered from his easy chair to his couch, 
was no unapt type of the sluggish and wavering movement 
j of that mind which had once pursued its objects with a 
; vehemence restrained neither by fear nor by pity, neither by 

[' - - -5^ Story’s Contiiniation; Macarise Ex- t London Q-azette, July 6. 1691; 

' cidinm ; Daniel Maeneal to Sir Artlmr Story’s Continuation ; MacarijB Exei- 
; Eawdon, June 28. 1691, in the Rawdon diiim; Light to the Llind. 
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conscience nor by sbame. Yet, witli impaired strength, both 
physical and intellectnal, the broken old man clung pertina- 
cionsly to power. If he had received private orders not to 
meddle with the conduct of the war, he disregarded them. 

He assumed all the authority of a sovereign, showed himself 
ostentatiously to the troops as their supreme chief, and 
affected to treat Saint Ruth as a lieutenant. Soon the in- 
terference of the Viceroy excited the vehement indignation 
of that powerful party in the army which had long hated 
him. Many officers signed an instrument by which they de- 
clared that they did not consider him as entitled to their 
obedience in the field. Some of them offered him gross per- 
sonal insults. He was told to his face that, if he persisted in 
remaining where he was not wanted, the ropes of his pavilion 
should be cut. He, on the other hand, sent his emissaries to ^ 
aU the camp fires, and tried to make a party among the com- 
mon soldiers against the French general.* 

The Only thing in which Tyrcoimel and Saint Euth agreed 
was in dreading and disliking §arsfield. Hot only was he 
popular with the great body of his countrymen ; he was also 
surrounded by a knot of retainers whose devotion to him re- 
sembled the devotion of the Ismailite murderers to the Old 
Man of the Mountain. It was known that one of these fana- 
tics, a colonel, had used language which, in the mouth of an 
officer so high in rank, might well cause xmeasiness. The 
King/^ this man had said, ^^is nothing to me. I obey Sars- 
field. Let Sarsfield tell me to stab any man in the whole 
army ; and I will do it/^ Sarsfield was, indeed, too honour- 
able a gentleman to abuse his immense power over the minds 
of his worshippers. But the Viceroy and the Commander in 
Chief might not unnaturally be disturbed by the thought 
that Sarsfield’s honour was their only guarantee against 
mutiny and assassination. The consequence was that, at the 0 
crisis of the fate of Ireland, the services of the first of Irish 
soldiers were not used, or were used with jealous caution, and 
that, if he ventured to offer a suggestion, it was received 
with a sneer or a frown.f 

A gi'eat and unexpected disaster put an end to these dis- 
putes. On the thirtieth of June Ginkell caUed a council of 
war. Forage began to be scarce 5 and it was absolutely 
necessary that the besiegers should either force their way 
across the river or retreat. The difficulty of effecting a ^ 

^ Maearios Exddium ; LigM to the f Life of James, ii. 460 . j Life of 
Blind, William, 1702. 
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imssage OYer tlie scattered remains of tlie budge seemed CIIA]?, 
almost insnperable. It was proposed to try tbe ford/ The ^ 

Dnke of Wurtemberg, Talmasb, and Enyignj gave tbeir 
voices in fayoiir of this plan 5 and Ghikell, with some mis- 
giyingS;, cdnseiited.^ 

It was determined that the attempt shonld be made that * 
very afternoon. The Irish, fancying that the English were 
about to retreat, kept guard carelessly. Part of the garrison 
was idling, part dozing. D’IJsson was at table. Saint Euth 
was in his tent, writing a letter to his master filled with 
charges against TyrconneL Meanwhile, fifteen hundred gre- 
nadiers, each wearing in his hat a green hough, were mus- 
tered on the Leinster bank of the Shannon. Many of them 
^ doubtless remembered that on that day year they had, at the 
I command of ting William, put green boughs in their hats 
I on the banks of the Boyne. Guineas had been liberally 
i scattered among these picked men : but their alacrity was 
such as gold cannot ]3urchase. Six battalions were in readi- 
ness to support the attack. Mackay commanded. He did 
not approve of the plan : but he executed it as zealously and 
energetically as if he had himself been the author of it. The 
Duke of Wurtemberg, Talmash, and several other gallant 
^ .-«ii»i^cers, to whom no part in the enterprise had been assigned, 
insisted on serving that day as private volunteers ; and their 
appearance in the ranks excited the fiercest enthusiasm among 
the soldiers. . 

It was six o’clock. A peal from the steeple of the church 
gave the signal. Prince George of Hesse Darmstadt, and a 
brave soldier named Hamilton, whose services were after- 
wards rewarded with the title of Lord Boyne, descended first 
into the Shannon. Then the grenadiers lifted the Duke of 
"««Wurtemberg on their shoulders, and, with a great shout, 
plunged twenty abreast up to their cravats in. water. The 
stream ran deep and strong : but in a few minutes the head 
of the column reached dry land. Talmash was the fifth man 
that set foot on the Connaught shore. The Irish, taken un- 
prepared, fired one confused volley and fled, leaving their com- 
mander, Maxwell, a prisoner. The conquerors clambered up 
i the bank over the remains of walls shattered by a cannonade of 
ten days. Mackay heard his men cursing and swearing as they 
„ „..#umbled among the rubbish. My lads,” cried the stout 
I ■ " ‘ ' ' ' ■ ■ ■ ' 

^ Story’s Continuation ; Macka/s Memoirs ; Exact Journal j Diary of the Siege 
of Athlone. 
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old Puritan in tlia midst of the uproar, '^‘^you are brave fol- 
lows : but do not swear. We have more reason to thank God 
for the goodness which He has shown us this day than to take 
Hjs name in vain,” The victory was complete. Planks 
were placed on the broken arches of the bridge, and pontoons 
laid on the river without any opposition on the part of the 
terrified garrison. With the loss of twelve men killed and 
about thirty wounded the English had, in a few minutes, 
forced their way into Connaught.^ 

At the first alarm D’TJsson hastened towards the river ; 
but he was met, swept away, trampled down, and almost 
killed by the torrent of fugitives. He was carried to the 
camp in such a state that it was necessary to bleed him. 

Taken ! ” cried Saint Huth, in dismay, “ It pannot be. A i 
town taken, and I close by with an army to reheve it!” 
Cruelly mortified, he struck Ms tents under cover of the night, 
and retreated in the direction of Galway. At dawn the 
English saw far off, from the top of King J ohMs ruined castle, 
the Irish army moving through the dreary region which sepa- 
rates the Shannon from the Suck. Before noon the rear- 
guard had disappeared.f 

Even before the loss of Athlone the Celtic camp had been 
distracted by factions. It may easily be supposed, therefore, " 
that, after so great a disaster, nothing was to be heard but 
crimination and recrimination. The enemies of the Lord 
Lieutenant were more clamorous than ever. He and his 
creatures had brought the kingdom to the verge of perdition. 

He would meddle with what he did not understand. He 
would overrule the plans of men who were real soldiers. He 
would entrust the most important of all posts to his tool, his 
spy, the wretched Maxwell, not a born Irishman, not a sincere 
Catholic, at best a blunderer, and too probably a traitor."^ 
Maxwell, it was affirmed, had left his men unprovided with 
ammunition. When they had applied to him for powder and 
hall, he had asked whether they wanted to shoot larks. Just 
before the attack he had told them to go to their supper and 
to take their rest, for that notMng more would be done that 
day. When he had delivered himself up a prisoner, he had 
uttered some words which seemed to indicate a previous un- 
derstanding with the conquerors. The Lord Lieutenant’s 

.jr" 

* Story’s Contiiumtion ; Maearias Ex- siege of Athlone ; Exact Account, 
cidium; Burnet, h. 78, 79.; London f Story’s Continuation ; Life of James, 
Gazette, July 6. 13- 1689; Fumeron to h. 455.; Fumeron to Louvois, 

LouYois, 1090; Diary of tue 1691 ; London Gazette, July 13. 
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few friends toH a rery different story. According to tliem, CHAP. 
Tyrconnel and Maxwell liad suggested precautions wMcli . 

would have made a surprise impossible, Tbe Prencb General, 
impatient of aU interference, bad omitted to take those pre- 
eautions. Maxwell bad been rudely told that, if be wm afraid, 
be bad better resign bis command. He bad done bis duty 
braTely. He bad stood while bis men bad fled. He bad 
consequently fallen into the bands of the enemy ; and be was 
now, in bis absence, slandered by those to whom bis captivity 
was justly imputable."^ On which side the truth lay it is 
not easy, at this distance of time, to pronounce. The cry 
against Tyrconnel was, at the moment, so loud, that be gave 
way and sullenly retired to Limerick. D^Usson, who bad not 
yet recovered from the hurts inflicted by bis own runaway 
troops, repaired to Galway.f 

Saint Eutb, now left in undisputed possession of the Saint Euth 
supreme command, was bent on trying the chances of a battle. 

Most of the Irish officers, with Sarsfield at their bead, were ^ ^ 

of a very different mind. It was, 'they said, not to be dis- 
sembled that, in discipline, the army of Ginkell was far su- 
perior to theirs. The wise course, therefore, evidently was to 
carry on the war in such a manner that the difference between 
the disciplined and the undisciplined soldier might be as 
small as possible. It was well known that raw recruits 
often played their part well in a foray, in a street fight, or in 
the defence of a rampart 5 but that, on a pitched field, they 
had bttle chance against veterans. Let most of our foot be 
collected bebind the walls of Limerick and Galway. Let the 
rest, together with our horse, get in the rear of the enemy, 
and cut off his supplies. If he advances into Connaught, let 
us overrun Lemster. If he sits down before Galway, which 
may well be defended, let us make a push for Dublin, which 
is altogether defenealess.^J Saint Ruth might, perhaps, 
have thought this advice good, if his judgment had not been 
biassed by his passions. But he was smarting from the pain 
of a humiliating defeat. In sight of his tent, the English had 
passed a rapid river, and had stormed a strong town. He 
could not but feel that, though others might ha^e been to 

* The story, as told by the enemies of m tlie Eawdon Papers. The other story 
Tyrconnel, will be found in Macariae is told in Berwick’s Memoirs and in tha 
Excidium, and in a letter written by Light to the Blind. 

Pelix O’Neill to the Countess of Antrim f Macarise Excidium ; Life of James, 
on the 10th of July 1691. The letter ii, 456. ; Light to the Blind, 
was found on the corpse of Felix O’Neill j Maeariae Excidium, 

after the battle of Aghrim. It is printed 
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blame, lie was not liiinself blameless. He liad, to say the 
least, taken things too easily. Lewis, accnstoined to be seired 
during many years by coihmanders who were not in the habit 
of leaving to chance anything which could be made secnre by 
prudence, wonld hardly think it a sufficient excuse that his 
general had not expected the enemy to make ^o bold and 
sudden an attack. The Lord Lieutenant would, of course, 
represent what had passed in the most unfavourable manner ; 
and whatever the Lord Lieutenant said James would echo. 
A sharp reprimand, a letter of recall, might be expected. To 
return to Versailles a culprit 5 to approach the great King in 
an agony of distress : to see him shrug his shoulders, knit 
his brow, and turn his back; to be sent, far from courts and 
camps, to languish at some dull country seat; this was too 
much to be borne ; and yet this might well be apprehended. 
There was one escape ; to fight, and to conquer or to perish. 

In such a temper Saint Euth pitched his camp about thirty 
miles from Athlone on the road to Galway, near the ruined 
castle of Aghrim, and determined to await the approach of 
the English army. 

His whole deportment was changed. He had hitherto 
treated the Irish soldiers with contemptuous severity. But, 
now that he had resolved to stake life and fame on the valour 
of the despised race, he became another man. During the 
few days which remained to him, he exerted himself to win 
by indulgence and caresses the hearts of all who were under 
his command.* He, at the same time, administered to his 
troops moral stimulants of the most potent kind. He was a 
zealous Eoman Catholic ; and it is probable that the severity 
with which he had treated the Protestants of his own 
country ought to be partly ascribed to the hatred which he 
felt for their doctrines. He now tried to give to the war the 
character of a crusade. The clergy were the agents whom 
he employed to sustain the courage of his soldiers. The 
whole camp was in a ferment with religious excitement. In 
every regiment priests were praying, preaching, shriving, 
holding up the host and the cup. While the soldiers swore 
on the sacramental bread not to abandon their colours, the 
General addressed to the officers an appeal which might have 
moved the most languid and effeminate nature to heroic 
exertion. They were fighting, he said, for their religion, 
their liberty, and their hononr. Unhappy events, top widely 
celebrated, had brought a reproach on the national character. 


* Story’s Continuation. 
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Irish. soldiersMp was everywhere mentioned with a sneer. 
Tf they wished to retrieve the fame of their country, this 
was the time and this the place.* 

The spot on which he had determined to bring the fate of 
Ireland to issue seems to have been chosen with great judg- 
ment. His army was drawn up on the slope of a hill, which 
was almost surrounded by red bog. In front, near the edge 
of the morass, were some fences out of which a breastwork 
was without difficulty constructed. 

On the eleventh of July, Grinkell, having repaired the 
fortifications of Athlone, and left a garrison there, fixed his 
headquarters at Ballinasloe, about four miles from Aghrim, 
and rode forward to take a view of the Irish position. On 
his return he gave ordei'S that ammunition should be served 
out, that every musket and bayonet should be got ready for 
action, and that early on the morrow every man should be 
under arms without beat of drum. Two regiments were tc 
remain in charge of the camp: the rest, unincumbered by 
baggage, were to march against the enemy. 

Soon after six, the next morning, the English were on the 
way to Aghrim. But some delay was occasioned by a thick 
fog which hung till noon over the moist valley of the Suck: 
a further delay was caused by the necessity of dislodging the 
Irish from some outposts ; and the afternoon was far advanced 
when the two armies at length confronted each other with 
nothing but the bog and the breastwork between them. The 
English and their allies were under twenty thousand ; the 
Irish above twenty-five thousand. 

Ginkell held a short consultation with Ms principal officers. 
Should he attack instantly, or wait till the next morning ? 
Mackay was for attacking instantly; and his opinion pre- 
vailed. At five the battle began. The English foot, in such 
order as they could keep on treacherous and uneven ground, 
made their way, sinking deep in mud at every step, to the 
Irish works. But those works were defended with a re- 
solution such as extorted some words of ungracious eulogy 
even from men who entertained the strongest prejudices 
against the Celtic race.f Again and again the assailants 
were driven back. Again and again they returned to the 
struggle. Once they were broken, and chased across the 

* Burnet, ii. 79,; Story’s Continua- behaved them selTes like men of anotlier 
tion, nation,” says Story. “ The Irish were 

t ‘*They maintained their ground never known to fight with more rcsolu- 
niueh longer than they had been ac- tion,” says the London Gazette, 
cuslomed to do,'’ says Burnet. “They . 
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morass : but Talmash. rallied tliem, and forced tire pui'siiers 
to retire. The fight had lasted two hours : the evening was 
closing in; and still the advantage was on the side of the 
Irish. GinkeU began to meditate a retreat. The hopes of 
Saint Euth rose high. ^^The day is onrs^ my boys/’ he 
cried, waving his hat in the air. We will drive them 
before us to the walls of Dublin.’’ But fortune was already 
on the turn. Mackay and Euvigny, with the English and 
Huguenot cavalry, had succeeded in passing the bog at a 
place where two horsemen could scarcely ride abreast. Saint 
Euth at first laughed when he saw the Blues, in single file, 
struggling through the morass under a fire which every 
moment laid some gallant hat and feather on the earth. 

What do they mean? ” he asked ; and then he swore 
that it was pity to see such fine fellows rushing to certain 
destruction, Let them cross, however he said. ^^The 
more they are, the more we shall kilL” But soon he saw 
them laying hurdles on the quagmire. A broader and safer 
path was formed : squadron after squadron reached firm 
ground : the flank of the Irish army was speedily turned. 
The Trench general was hastening to the rescue when a 
cannon hall carried off his head. Those who were about 
him thought that it would be dangerous to make his fate 
Imown. His corpse was wrapped in a cloak, carried from 
the field, and laid, with all secresy, in the sacred ground 
among the ruins of the ancient monasteiy of Loughrea. 
Till the fight was over neither army was aware that he was 
no more. The crisis of the battle had arrived ; and there 
was none to give direction. Sarsfield was in command of 
the reserve. But he had been strictly enjoined by Saint 
Euth not to stir without orders; and no orders came. 
Maekay and Euvigny with their horse charged the Irish in 
flank. Talmash and his foot returned to the attack in front 
with dogged determination. The breastwork was carried. 
The Irish, still fighting, retreated from enclosure to en- 
closure. But, as enclosure after enclosure was forced, their 
efforts became fainter and fainter. At length they broke 
and fled. Then followed a horrible carnage. The conquerors 
were in a savage mood. For a report had been spread among 
them that, during the early part of the battle, some English 
captives who had been admitted to quarter had been put to 
the sword. Only four hundred prisoners were taken. The 
number of the slain was, in proportion to the number engaged, 
greater than in any other battle of that age. But for the 
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coming on of a mooiiless niglit, made darter by a misty rain, CHAR, 
scarcely a man would have escaped. Tbe obscurity enabled . 
Sarsfield, with, a few squadrons which still remained unbroken, 
to coyer the retreat. Of the conquerors six hundred were 
killed, and about a thousand wounded. 

The English slept that night on the ground which had 
been so desperately contested. On the following day they 
buried their companions in arms, and then marched westward. 

The vanquished were left un nried, a strange and ghastly 
spectacle. Eour thousand Irish corpses were counted on the 
field of battle. A hundred and fifty lay in one small en- 
closure, a hundred and twenty in another. But the slaughter 
had not been confined to the field of battle. One who was 
there tells us that, from the top of the hill on which the 
Celtic camp had been pitched, he saw the country, to the 
distance of near four miles, white with the naked bodies of 
the slain. The plain looked, he said, like an immense pas- 
ture covered by flocks of sheep. As usual, difterent esti- 
mates were formed even by eyewitnesses. But it seem^ pro- 
bable that the number of the Irish who fell was not less than 
seven thousand. Soon a multitude of dogs came to feast 
on the carnage. These beasts became so fierce, and acquired 
such a taste for human flesh, that it was long dangerous 
for men to travel that road otherwise than in companies.'^ 

The beaten army had now lost all the appearance of an 
army, atid resembled a rabble crowding home from a fair after 
a faction fight. One great stream of fugitives ran towards 
Galway, another towards Limerick, The roads to both cities 
were covered with weapons which had been flung away. 

Ginkell offered sixpence for every mnsket. In a short time so 
many waggon loads were collected that he reduced the price 
to twopence 5 and still great numbers of muskets came in.t 

The conquerors marched first against Galway. D’Usson M of 
was there, and had under him seven regiments, thinned by 
the slaughter of Aghrim and utterly disorganised and dis- 
heartened. The last hope of the garrison and of the Eoman 

* Story’s Continuation; London Ga- cribed solely or cliiefly to partiality, 
zette, July 20. 23. 1691; M^moires de For no two namtiTes differ moi^e widely 
Berwick; Life of James, ii. 456; Bur- than that which will be found in tho 
net, ii. 79 ; Maeariie Excidium ; Light Life of James, and that which will bo 
to the Blind ; Letter from the English found in the memoirs of his son. 
camp to Sir Arthur Eawdon, in the In consequence, X suppose, of the 
Kawdoii Papers ; History of William the death of Saint Ruth, and of the absence 
Third, 1702. of B’lTsson, there is at the French War 

The iiarratiyes to which I have re- Office no despatch containing a detailed 
ferred differ very widely from each account of the battle, 
other, Nor can tlic difference be as- t Story’s Continuation, 
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Catliolic inhabitanfe was that Baldearg O^Donnel^ the pro- 
mised deliverer of their race, would come to the rescue. But 
'Baldearg O’Donnel was not duped by the superstitious vene- 
ration of which he was the object. ‘WTiile there had been any 
doubt about the issue of the conflict between the Englishry 
and the Irishry, he had stood aloof.* On the day of the battle 
he had remained at a safe distance with his tumultuary army ; 
and, as soon as he had learned that his countrymen had been 
put to rout, he had fled, plundering and burning all the way, 
to the mountains of Mayo. Thence he sent to Gihkell offers 
of submission and service. Ginkell gladly seized the opportu- 
nity of breaking up a formidable band of marauders, and of 
turniag to good account the influence which the name of a 
Celtic dynasty still exercised over the Celtic race. The nego- 
tiation, howe mr, was not without difficulties. The wandering 
adventurer at first demanded nothing lessHhan an earldom. 
After some haggling he consented to sell the love of a whole 
people, and his pretensions to regal dignity, for a pension of 
five hundred pounds a year. Yet the spell which bound his 
followers to him was not altogether broken. Some enthusiasts 
from IJlster were willing to fight under the O’Donnel against 
their own language and their own religion. With a small body 
of these devoted adherents, he joined a division of the English 
army, and on several occasions did useful service to William.* 

When it was known that no succour was to be expected froui 
the hero whose advent had been foretold by so many seers, 
the Irish who were shut up in Galway lost all heart. B^TJssoii 
had returned a stout answer to the first summons of the be- 
siegers : but he soon saw that resistance was impossible, and 
made haste^ to capitulate. The garrison was suffered to retire 
to Limerick with the honours of war. A full amnesty for past 
offences was granted to the citizens ; and it was stipulated that, 
within the walls, the Eoman Catholic priests should be allowed 
to perform in private the rites of their religion. On these 
terms the gates were thrown open. Ginkell was received with 
profound respect by the Mayor and Aldermen, and was com- 
plimented in a set speech by the Eeeorder. D’Esson, with 
about two thousand three hundred men, marched unmolested 
to Limerick.f 

At Limerick, the last asylum of the vanquished race, the 

* Story’s Continuation ; Macarise Ex- f Story’s Continuation ; Macarise Ex- 
cidium ; Life of James, ii. 464 , ; London cidiiim ; Life of James, ii, 459 . ; London 
Gazette, July 30., Aug, 17. 1691; Light Gazette, July 30., Aug. 3. 1601. 
to the Blind. 
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authority of Tyrcoimel was supreme. There was now no 
general who could pretend that his commission made him in- 
dependent of the Lord Lieutenant ; nor was the Lord Lieu- 
tenant now so unpopular as he had been for a fortnight earher. 
Since the battle there had been a reflux of public feeling. hTo 
part of that great disaster could be imputed to the Viceroy. 
His opinion indeed had been against trying the chances of a 
pitched field, and he could with some plausibility assert that 
the neglect of his counsels had caused the ruin of Ireland.* 
He made some preparations for defending Limerick, re- 
paired the fortifications, and sent out parties to bring in 
provisions. The country, many miles round, was swept bare 
by these detachments, and a considerable quantity of cattle 
and fodder was collected within the walls. There was also a 
large stock of biscuit imported firom France. The infantry 
assembled at Limerick were about fifteen thousand men. The 
Irish horse and dragoons, three or four thousand in number, 
were encamped on the Clare side of the Shannon. The com- 
munication between their camp and the city was maintained 
by means of a bridge called the Thomond Bridge, which was 
protected by a fort. These means of defence were not con- 
temptible. But the fall of Athlone and the slaughter of 
^Aghrim had broken the spirit of the army. A small party, at 
the head of which were Sarsfield and a brave Scotch officer 
named Wauchop, cherished a hope that the triumphant pro- 
guess of "Ginkell might be stopped by those walls from which 
William had, in the preceding year, been forced to retreat. 
But many of the Irish chiefs loudly declared that it was time 
to think of capitulating. Henry Luttrell, always fond of dark 
and crooked politics, opened a secret negotiation with the 
English. One of his letters was intercepted ; and he was put 
under arrest : but many who blamed his perfidy agreed with 
him in thinking that it was idle to prolong the contest. Tyr- 
connel himself was convinced that all was lost. His only hope 
was that he might be able to prolong the struggle till he could 
receive from Saint Germains permission to treat. He wrote 
to request that permission, and prevailed, with some difficulty, 
on his desponding countrymen to bind themselves by an oath 
not to capitulate till an answer from James should arrive. f 
A few days after the oath had been administered Tyrconnel 

* He held this language in a letter to War Office, MaeariiB Excidium ; Liglifc 
Lewis XIV., dated the of A^iist. to the Blind. 

This letter, written in a* hand which it t Macarise Excidium ; Life of James, 
is not easy to decipher, is in the French ii. 461, 462. 
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CHAP, was no more. On tHe eleventh of August he dined with 
. , D’TJsson. The party was gay. The Lord Lieutenant seeined 

DeatTi of to have thrown off the load which had howed down Ms body 
yrconne. niind: he drank; he jested: he was again the Dick 

Talbot who had diced and revelled with Grammont. Soon ^ 
after he had risen from table, an apoplectic stroke deprived 
him of speech and sensation. On the fourteenth he breathed 
his last. The wasted remains of that form which had once 
been a model for statuaries were laid under the pavement of 
the Cathedral: but no inscription, no tradition, preserves the 
memory of the spot.* 

As soon as the Lord Lieutenant had expired, Plowden, 
who had superintended the Irish finances while there were 
any Irish finances to superintend, produced a commission 
under the great seal of James. This commission appointed 
Plowden himself, Mtton, and hTagle, Lords Justices ' in the 
event of TyrconneFs death. There was much murmimng 
when the names were made knoTO. Por both Plowden and 
Pitton were Saxons. The commission, however, proved to 
be a mere nullity. Por it was accompanied by instructions 
which forbade the Lords Justices to interfere in the conduct 
of the war ; and, within the narrow S];)ace to which the 
dominions of James were now reduced, war was the only 
business. The government was, therefore, really in the hands 
of D’Usson and Sarsfield.t 

Seeond On the day on which Tyreonnel died, the advanced guard 
English army came within sight of Limerick. Gin- 
imeriL . encamped on the same ground which William had occu- 
pied twelve months before. The batteries, on which were 
planted guns and bombs, very different from those which 
William had been forced to use, played day and night ; and 
soon roofs were blazing and walls crasMng in every |)axt of 
the city. Whole streets were reduced to ashes. Meanwhile P 
several English ships of war came up the Shannon and 
anchored about a mile below the city.J 

Still the place held out : the garrison was, in numerical 
strength, little inferior to the besieging army; and it seemed 
not impossible that the defence might be prolonged till the 
equinoctial rains should a second time compel the English to 

* Maca™ EKcidium ; Life of James, unpublished letter from Kagle to Lord 
ii. 459. 462. ; London Orazette, A.ug. 31. Merion of Aug. 15. This, letter is 
1691 ; Light to the Blind; D’Hssonand quoted by Mr. O’ Callaghan in a note og/’^ 
Tesse to Barhesieux, Aug. the Macarise Exeidium. 

t Story’s Continuation ; H’Usson and | Maearise Exeidium ; Story’s Oun- 
Tesse to Barhesieux, Aug. 1691, An tiniiution. 
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retire. Ginkell determiiied on striking a bold stroke. ISo 
point in tke whole circle of the fortifications was more 
important, and no point seemed to be more secure, than the 
Thomond Bridge, which joined the city to the camp of the 
Irish horse on the Clare bank of the Shannon. The Dutch 
GeneraFs plan was to separate the infantry within the ram- 
" parts from the caValry without ; and this plan he executed 
with great skill, vigour, and success. He laid a bridge of 
tin boats on the liver, crossed it with a strong body of troops, 
drove before him in confusion fifteen hundred dragoons who 
made a faint show of resistance, and marched towards the 
quarters of the Irish horse. The Irish horse sustained but 
i ill on this day the reputation which they had gained at the 
1 Boyne. Indeed, that rej>utation had been purchased by the 
almost entire destruction of the best regiments. Eecruits 
had been without much difficulty found. But the loss of 
fifteen hundred excellent soldiers was not to be repaired. 
The camp was abandoned without a blow. Some of the 
cavalry fled into the city. The rest, driving before them as 
, many cattle as could be collected in that moment of panic, 
retired to the hills. Much beef, brandy, and harness was 
foxnid in the magazines ; and the marshy plain of the Shan- 
was covered with firelocks and grenades which the fugi- 
tives had thrown away.* 

The conquerors returned in triumph to their camp. But 
Ginkell was not content with the advantage which he had 
gained. He was bent on cutting off all communication 
between Limerick and the county of Clare. In a few days, 
therefore, he again crossed- the river at the head of several* 
regiments, and attacked the fort which protected the Tho- 
moiid Bridge. In a short time the fort was stormed. The 
> soldiers who had garrisoned it fled in confusion to the city. 
The Town Major, a Trench officer, who commanded at the 
Thomond Gate, afraid that the pursuers would enter with 
the fugitives, ordered that part of the bridge which was 
nearest to the city to be drawn up. Many of the Irish went 
headlong into the stream and perished there. Others cried 
for quarter, and held up handkerchiefs in token of submis- 
I sion. But the conquerors were mad with rage ; their cruelty 
f' could not be immediately restrained: and no prisoners were 

I " Stor/s CoBtiii-Lmtion ; London Oa- count of the sicjge which is among the 
zette, Sept. 28. 1691 ; Life of James, ii. archiTes of the hVeiiCh Wai* Office, it 
468.; Liiinj of the Siege of Lymerick, is said that the Irish cavalry hehaved 
1692; Light to the Llind. In the ac- worse than the infantry. 
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made till tlie teaps of corpses rose alboVe tie parapets. Tie 
garrison of tie fort iad consisted of about eigit inndred men. 

Of tiese only a inndred and twenty escaped into Limerick.'^ 
Tiis disaster seemed likely to produce a general mutiny in 
tie besieged city. Tie Irisi clamoured for tie blood of tie 
Town Major wio iad ordered tie bridge to be drawn np in 
tie face of tieir flying conntrymen. His superiors were 
forced to promise tiat be sionld be brongit before a court 
martial. Happily for iim, ie iad received a mortal wound, 
in tie act of closing tie Tiomond Grate, and was saved by a 
soldier’s deati from the fory of tie mnltitnde.t 
Tie cry for capitulation became so loud and importunate 
tiat tie generals could not resist it. D’IJsson mformed iis 
government that tie fight at tie bridge iad so effectually ^^ 
cowed tie spirit of tie garrison tiat it was impassible to 
continue tie struggle. J Some exception may periaps be 
taken to tie evidence of D’IJsson ; for undoubtedly ie, like 
every other rrenciman wio had held any command in the 
Irish army, was weary of iis banishment, and impatient to 
see iis country again. But it is certain tiat even Sarsfield 
iad lost heart. tTp to tiis time his voice iad been for stub- 
born resistance. He was now not only willing, but impatient 
to treat. § It seemed to him tiat tie city was doomed. 
There was no hope of succour, domestic or foreign. In every 
part of Ireland tie Saxons iad set tieir feet on tie necks of 
tie natives. Sligo iad fallen. Even those wild islands which 
intercept tie huge waves of tie Atlantic from tie bay of 
Galway iad acknowledged tie authority ol William. Tie 
men of Kerry, reputed tie fiercest and most ungovernable 
part of tie aboriginal population, iad held out long, but iad 
at length been routed, and chased to tieir woods and moun- 
tains. || A Erenci fleet, if a Erenci fleet were now to arrive \ 

* Sfcory^s Continuation ; Macarife Ex- tbe story ; namely, that these seven hnn- 
cidium; E. Douglas to Sir A. Bawdon, dred men were in a fort. That a garri- 
Sept. 28. 1691, in the Eawdon Papers ; son should defend a fort during a few 
London G-azette, Oct. 8.; Diary of the hours against superior mimbers is surely 
Siege of Lymerick ; Light to the Blind ; not strange. Forts are built because 
Account of the Siege of Limerick in the they can be defended by few against 
archives of the French War Olfice. many. 

The account of this affair in the Life f Account of the Siege of Limerick in 

of James, ii. 464., deserves to he noticed the archives of the French War Office ; 

merely for its preeminent absurdity. Stor/s Continuation. 

The writer tells us that seven hxmdred | D'Dsson to Barbesieux, Oct. A. 
of the Irish held out some time against a 1 69 1 . ^ 

much larger force, and warmly praises § Macarise Exciclium. 

their heroism. He did not know, or did j| Story’s Continuation ; Diary of the 

not choose to mention, one fact which is Siege of Limoriek. 
essential to the I'ight und<*rstanding of 
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on the coast of Munster, would find the mouth of the Shan- 
non guarded by English men of war. The stock of provi- 
sions within Limerick was already running low. if the siege 
were prolonged, the town would, in all human probability, 
^ be reduced either by force or by blockade. And, if Ginkell 
should enter through the breach, or should be implored by a 
multitude perishing with hunger to dictate his own terms, 
what could be expected but a tyranny more inexorably severe 
than that of Cromwell? Would it not then be wise to try 
what conditions could be obtained while the victors had still 
something to fear from the rage and despair of the van- 
quished; while the last Irish army could still make some 
! show of resistance behind the walls of the last Irish fortress? 

f On the evening of the day which followed the fight at the 
' 'Thomond Gate, the drums of Limerick beat a parley; and 
Wauchop, from one of the towers, hailed the besiegers, and 
requested Euvigny to grant Sarsfield an interview. The 
brave Erenchman who was an exile on account of his attach- 
ment to one religion, and the brave Irishman who was about 
to become an exile on account of his attachment to another, 
met and conferred, doubtless with mutual sympathy and re- 
spect.^ Ginkell, to whom Euvigny reported what had passed, 
V -will ingly consented to “an armistice. For, constant as his 
success had been, it had not made him secure. The chances 
were greatly on his side. Yet it was possible that an attempt 
to storm the city might fail, as a similar attempt had failed 
twelve months before. If the siege should be turned into a 
blockade, it was probable that the pestilence which had been 
fatal to the army of Schomberg, which had compelled William 
to retreat, and which had all but prevailed even against the 
genius and energy of Marlborough, might soon avenge the 
^arnage of Aghrim. The rains had lately been heai’^^ The 
whole plain might shortly be an immense pool of stagnant 
water. It might be necessary to move the troops to a 
healthier situation than the bank of the Shannon, and to pro- 
vide for them a warmer shelter than that of tents. The enemy 
would be safe tiU the spring. In the spring a French amiy 
might land in Ireland : the natives might again rise in amis 
i, from Donegal to Kerry ; and the war, which was now all but 
I extinguished, might blaze forth fiercer than ever. 

[ A negotiation was therefore opened with a sincere desire on 
I feo'th sides to put an end to the contest. The chiefs of the 

I' * London Gazette, Oct. 8. 1691 ; Story’s Contmuation; Diary of the Siege of 
I Lymerick. 
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Irisli army held several consaltatioiis at wliieli some Roman 
Catholic prelates and some eminent lawyers were invited to 
assist. A preliminary question, wMch perplexed tender con- 
sciences, was submitted to* tlie Bishops, The late Lord 
Lieutenant had persuaded the officers of the garrison to swear?^ 
that they would not surrender Limerict till they should re- 
ceive an answer to the letter in which their situation had 
heeiL explained to James. The Bishops thought that the oath » 
was no longer binding. It had been taken at a time when 
the communications with France were open, and in the full ; 
belief that the answer of James would arrive within three J 
weeks. More than twice that time had elapsed. Every j 
avenue leading to the city was strictly guarded by the enemy. [ 
His Majesty’s faithful subjects, by holding out till it had be-*^ | 
come impossible for him to signify his pleasure to them, had | 
acted up to the spirit of their promise.* 

The next question was what terms should be demanded. A 
paper, containing propositions which statesmen of our age will 
think reasonable, but which to the most humane and liberal 
English Protestants of the seventeenth century appeared ex- 
travagant, was sent to the camp of the besiegers. What was 
asked was that all offences should be covered with oblivion, 
that perfect freedom of worship should be allowed to the"'^ 
native population, that every parish should have its Roman 
Catholic priest, and that Irish Roman Catholics should be | 
capable of holding all offices, civil and military, and of enjoy- j 
ing aU municipal privileges.f I 

Ginkell knew little of the laws and feelings of the English : ; 
but he had about him persons who were competent to direct 
him. They had a week before prevented him from breaking ’ 
a Rapparee on the wheel : and they now suggested an answer i 
to the propositions of the enemy. I am a stranger here^’ 
said Ginkell: “1 am ignorant of the constitution of these 
kingdoms : but I am assured that what you ask is inconsistent 
with that constitution ; and therefore I cannot with honour 
consent.” He immediately ordered a new battery to be 
thrown up, and guns and mortars to be planted on it. But 
his preparations were speedily interrupted by another message 
from the city. The Irish begged that, since he could not 
grant what they had demanded, he would tell them on what 
terms he was willing to treat. He called his advisers round 
him, and, after some consultation, sent back a paper confeS- 
ing the heads of a treaty, such as he had reason to believe 


* Life of James, 464, 465. 


t Story’s ContiniTation, 
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tliat the gOTemmeiit which he served would approve. What OHAT. 
he offered was iudeed much less than what the Irish desired, 
hut was quite as much as, when they considered their situa- 
^ tion and the temper of the English nation, they could expect. 

They speedily iiotiffed their assent. It was agreed that there 
should be a cessation of arms, not only by land, but in the 
ports and bays of Munster, and that a fleet of French ti^an- 
sports should be suffered to come up the Shannon in peace 
and to depart in peace. The signing of the treaty was 
deferred till the Lords Justices, who represented William at 
Dublin, should arrive at Grinhell’s quarters. But there was 
during some days a relaxation of military vigilance on both 
sides. Prisoners were set at liberty. The outposts of the 
two armies chatted and messed together. The English 
' officers rambled into the town. The Irish officers dined in the 
camp. Anecdotes of what passed at the friendly meetings of 
I these men, who had so lately been mortal enemies, were 
! widely circulated. One story, in particular, was repeated in 
every part of Europe. Has not this last campaign,’^ said 
* Sarsfield to some English officers, ^“^raised your opinion of 
I Irish soldiers ? To tell you the truth, answered an Bng- 

i lishman, "'^ we think of them much as we always did.^’ How- 

eve meanly you may think of us,^’ replied Sarsfield, “ change 
Kings with us, and we will willingly try our luck with you 
again.^^ He was doubtless thinking of the day on which he 
had seen the two Sovereigns at the head of two great armies, 

William foremost in the charge, and James foremost in the 
flight,* 

On the first of October, Coningsby and Porter arrived at the Thecapita- 
; English headquarters. On the second the articles of capitu-- 
lation were discussed at great length and definitely settled. 

On the third they were signed. They were divided into two 
parts, a military treaty and a civil treaty. The former was 
subscribed only by the generals on both sides. The Lords 
Justices set their names to the latter.f 

By the military treaty it was agreed that such Irish officers 
and soldiers as should declare that they wished to go to 
France should he conveyed thither, and should, in the mean- 
time, remain under the command of their own generals. Giii- 
kell undertook to furnish a considerable number of transports. 

: - French vessels were also to be permitted to pass and repass 

i * Story’s Coptinuation ; Diary of tbe t Story’s Contipuation ; Diary of the 

i Siege of Lymerick ; Burpet, ii. 81. ; Lon- Siege of Lymerict ; Loadou Gazette, Oct. 

} don Gazette, Oct. 12. 1691. 15.1691. 
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freely between Britanny and Munster. Part of Limerick 
was to be immediately delivered np to the Englisb. But tlie 
island on wMcb. tbe Catbedral and tbe Castle stand was to 
remain, for tbe present, in'tbe keeping of tke Irisli. 

Tlie terms of the civil treaty were very different from those 
which Ginkellhad sternly refused to grant. It was not sti- 
pulated that the Eoman Catholics of Ireland should be com- 
petent to hold any political or military office, or that they 
should be admitted into any corporation. But they obtained 
a promise that they should enjoy such privileges in the exer- 
cise of their religion as were consistent with the law, or as 
they had enjoyed in the reign of Charles the Second. 

To ah inhabitants of Limerick, and to all officers and 
soldiers in the Jacobite army, who should submit to the 
government and notify their submission by taking the oath 
of allegiance, an entire amnesty was promised. They were 
to retain their property : they were to be allowed to exercise 
any profession which they had exercised before the troubles : 
they were not to be punished for any treason, felony, or mis- 
demeanour committed since the accession of the late King: 
nay, they were not to be sued for damages on account of any 
act of spoliation or outrage which they might have committed 
during the three years of confusion. This was more than the 
Lords Justices were constitutionally competent to grant. It 
was therefore added that the government would use its 
utmost endeavours to obtain a Parliamentary ratification of 
the treaty,* 

As soon as the two instruments had been signed, the Eng- 
lish entered the city, and occupied one quarter of it. A 
narrow but deep branch of the Shannon separated them from 
the quarter which was stiH in the possession of the Irish. f 

In a few hours a dispute arose which seemed likely to pro- 
duce a renewal of hostilities. Sarsfield had resolved to seek Ms 
fortune in the service of Prance, and was naturally desirous 
to carry with him to the Continent such a body of troops as 
would be an important addition to the army of Lewis. 
Ginkell was as naturally unwilling to send thousands of men 
to swell the forces of the enemy. Both generals appealed to 
the treaty. Each construed it as suited his purpose, and each 
complained that the other had violated it. Sarsfield was 
accused of putting one of Ms officers under arrest for refusing 
to go to the Continent. Ginkell, greatly excited, declared/-"' 

The articles of the civil treaty have f Story's Continuation ; Diary of the 
often been reprinted. Siege of Lymeri-ck, 
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that he would teach the Irish to play tricks with him^ and CHAP. 
began to make preparations for a cannonade. Sarsfield came . 
to the English camp^ and tried to justify what he had done. 

The altercation was sharp. *’^^1 .snhnxitj^Vsaid Sarsfieldj at 
last: “I am in yonr power.” ^^Not at all in my power/’ 
said Grinkell ; go hack and do yonr worst.” The imprisoned 
officer was liberated ; a sanguinary contest was averted ; and 
the two commanders contented themselves with a war of 
words.* Ginkell pnt forth proclamations assuring the Irish 
that, if they would live quietly in their own land, they should 
be protected and favoured, and that, if they preferred a 
military life, they should he admitted into the service of 
King William. It was added that no man, who chose to 
reject this gracious invitation and to, become a soldier of 
Lewis, must expect ever again to set foot on the island. 

Sarsfield and Wauchop exerted their eloquence on the other 
side. The present aspect of affairs, they said, was doubtless 
gloomy; but there was bright sky beyond the cloud. The 
banishment would be short. The return would be triximphant. 

Within a year the French would invade England. In such 
an invasion the Irish troops, if only they remained unbroken, 
would assuredly bear a chief part. In the meantime it was 
w£ar better for them to live in a neighbouring and friendly 
country, under the parental care of their own rightful King, 
than to trust the Prince of Orange, who would probably 
send them to the other end of the world to fight for his aUy 
the Emperor against the Janissaries. 

The help of the Roman Catholic clergy was called in. On The Irish 
fche day on which those who had made up their minds to go 
to France were required to aimounce their determination, the make their 
priests were indefatigable in exhorting. At the head of every 
^ regiment a sermon was preached on the duty of adhering to their conn- 
the canse of the Church, and on the sin and danger of con- 
sorting with unbelievers.* Whoever, it was said, should 
enter the service of the usurpers would do so at the peril of 
Ms soul. The heretics afiirmed that, after the peroration, a 
plentiful allowance of brandy was served out to the audience, 
and that, when the brandy had been swallowed, a Bishoj) 
pronounced a benediction. Thus duly prepared by physical 
and moral stimulants, the garrison, consisting of about four- 

^ Stor/s Continuation ; Diary of tho an Irish Captain who was present has 
Siege of Lymerick. left us in had Latin. “Hie apud sa- 

t Story’s Continuation. His narra- crum onines adverfcizantur a capollanis 
tive is confinned by the testimony which ire potius in Oalliam.” 
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teen thousand irtfaiitrY, was drawn up in the yast meadow 
which lay on the Clare hank of the Shannon. Here copies of 
Ginkeirs proclamation were profusely scattered about; and 
English officers went througlx the ranks imploring the men 
not to ruin themselyes^ and explaining to them the advantages ^ 
which the soldiers of King William enjoyed, At length the 
decisive moment came. The troops were ordered to pass in 
review. Those who wished to remain in Ireland were directed 
to file off at a particnlar spot. All who passed that spot were 
to he considered as having made their choice for France. 
Sarsfield and Wauchop on one side^ Porter^ Coningshy, and 
Ginkell on the other, looked on with painful anxiety. DHsson 
and his countrymen, thongh not uninterested in the spectacle, 
found it hard to preserve their gravity. The confusion, the 
clamour, the grotesque appearance of an army in which there 
could scarcely be seen a shirt or a pair of pantaloons, a shoe 
or a stocking, presented so ludicrous a contrast to the orderly 
and brilliant appearance of their master’s troops, that they 
amused themselves hy wondering what the Parisians would 
say to see such a force mustered on the plain of Grenelle.'^ 

First marched what was called the Eoyal regiment, four- 
teen hundred strong. All but seven went beyond the fatal 
point. Ginkell’s countenance showed that he was deeply ' 
mortified. He was consoled, however, by seeing the next 
regiment, which consisted of natives of Ulster, turn off to a 
man. There had arisen, notwithstanding the community of 
blood, language, and religion, an antipathy between the Celts 
of Ulster and those of the other three provinces ; nor is 
it improbable that the example and influence of Baldearg 
O’Donnel may have had some effect on the people of the land 
which his forefathers had ruled, f In most of the regiments 
there was a dmsion of opinion ; but a great majority declared 4 ^ 
for France. Henry Luttrell was one of those who turned off. 

He was rewarded for his desertion, and perha|)s for other 
services, with a grant of the large estate of his elder brother 
Simon, who firmly adliered to the cause of James, with a 
pension of five hundred pounds a year from the Crown, and 
with the abhorrence of the Eoman Catholic population. 
After living in wealth, luxury, and infamy, during a quarter 
of a century, Henry Luttrell was murdered while going 

* D’XJsson and Tess4 to Baxlbesieux, tlie Southern Provinces is evident froju^ 
Oct. 1691 . the curious memorial which the agent of 

t That there was little sytnpathy he- Baldearg O’Bonnel delivered to Avaux. 
tween the Celts of Ulster and those of 
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tliromglx DiiHin Ms sedan cliair; and tlie Irish House of CHAP. 
Gommons declared that there was reason to suspect that he . 

had fallen by the revenge of the Papists.*^ Eighty years after 
his deaths his grave near Lnttrellstown was violated by the 
descendants of those whom he had betrayed^ and his skull 
was broken to pieces with a pickaxe. t ^he deadly hatred of 
which he was the object descended to his son and to Ms 
grandson ; and, unhappily, nothing in the character either of 
his son or of his grandson tended to mitigate the feeling which 
the name of LnttreE excited. J 
When the long procession had closed, it was found thaf 
about a thousand men had agreed to enter into William’s 
service. About two thousand accepted passes from GinkeU, 
and went quietly home. About eleven thousand returned 
with Sarsfield to the city. A few hours after the garrison 
had passed in review, the horse, who were encamped some 
miles from the town, were required to make their choice ; and 
most of them volunteered for Prance. § 

Sarsfield considered the troops who remained with him as Many of 
xmder an irrevocable obligation to go abroad ; and, lest they 
should be tempted to retract their consent, he confined them volun- 


within the ramparts, and ordered the gates'to be shut and 
"Strongly guarded. GinkeU, though in his vexation he muttered 
some threats, seems to have felt that he could not justifiably 
interfere. But the precautions of the Irish general were far 
from being completely successful. It was by no means strange 
that a superstitious and excitable kerne, with a sermon and a 
dram in ids head, should be ready to promise whatever his 
priests required; neither was it strange that, when he had 
slept off Ms liquor, and when anathemas were no longer 


teered for 

Prance 

desert. 


^ Treasury Letter Book, June 19. 
1696 ; Journals of the Irish House of 
Commons, Nov. 7. 1717. 

t This I relate on Mr. O’ Callaghan’s 
authority. History of the Irish Bri- 
gades, Note 47. 

I “ There is,” Junius -wrote eighty 
years after the capitulation of Limerick, 
“a certain himily in this country on 
which nature seems to have entailed a 
hereditary baseness of disposition. As 
far as their history has been known, the 
son has regularly improved upon the 
vices of the father, and has taken^ care 
■* to transmit them pure and imdiminished 
into the bosom of his successors.” Else- 
where he says of Hie member for Mid- 
dlesex, ‘‘He has degraded even the 
name of Luttrell.” He exclaims, in 


allusion to the marriage of the Duke of 
Cumberland and Mrs. Horton, who was 
born a Luttrell, “Let Parliament look 
to it. A Luttrell shall never succeed to 
the Crown of England.” It is certain 
that very few Englishmen can have 
sympathised with Junius’s abhorrence 
of the Luttrells, or can even have under- 
stood it. "Why then did he use expres- 
sions which to the great majority of his 
readers must have been unintelligible ? 
My answer is that Philip Francis was 
bom, and passed the first ten years of 
his life, within a walk of Luttrell stown. 

§ Story’s Continuation ; London Ga- 
zette, Oct. 22. 1691 ; D’XJsson and Tesse 
to Lewis, Oct. and to Barbesieux, 
Oct. ; Light to the Blind. 
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ringing in Ms ears, lie slionld feel painM misgm^^ He 
tadlDomid Mmself to go into exile, perliaps for life, beyond 
that dreaiy expanse of waters which impressed his rude mind 
with mysterious terror. His thoughts ran on al that he was 
to leaTO, on the well known peat stack and potatoe ground, 
and on the mnd cabin, which, humble as it was, was still his 
home. He was never again to seethe familiar faces round 
the turf fire, or to hear the familiar notes of the old Celtic 
songs. The ocean was to roll between him and the dwelling 
of Ms greyheaded parents and Ms blooming sweetheart. 
There were some who, unable to hear the misery of snch a 
separation, and finding it impossible to pass the sentinels who 
watched the gates, sprang into the river and gained the 
opposite bank. The number of these daring swimmers, how- 
ever, was not great; and the army would probably have been 
transported almost entire if it had remained at Limerick till 
the day of embarkation. But many of the vessels in which 
the voyage was to he performed lay at Cork; and it was 
necessary that Sarsfield should proceed thither with some 
of Ms best regiments. It was a march of not less than four 
days through a wild country. To prevent agile youths, 
famihar with all the shifts of a vagrant and predatory life, 
from stealing off to the hogs and woods under cover of the 
night, was impossible. Indeed many soldiers had the audacity 
to run away by broad daylight before they were out of sight 
of Limerick Cathedral. The Royal regiment, which had, on 
the day of the review, set so striking an example of fidelity 
to the cause of James, dwindled from fourteen hundred men 
to five hundred. Before the last ships departed, news came 
that those who had sailed by the first ships had been un- 
graciously received at Brest. They had been scantily fed: 
they had been able to obtain neither pay nor clothing ; though 
winter was setting in, they slept in the fields with no covering 
but the hedges ; and many had been heard to say that it would 
have been far better to die in old Ireland than to live in the 
inhospitable country to which they had been banished. The 
effect of these repoihs was that hundreds, who had long per- 
sisted in their intention of emigrating, refused at the last 
moment to go on board, threw down their arms, and returned 
to their native villages.* 

Sarsfield perceived that one chief cause of the desertion 
which was thinning his army was the natural unwillingness '" 
of the men to leave their families in a state of destitution. 

^ Story’s Continuation ; London Gazette, San. 4. 169J. 
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Cork and tlie iieiglibonxing villages were filled witli tlie Mn- CHAP, 
dred of tliose wlio were going abroad. Great numbers of . 
women, niaiij of tbem leading, carrying, sncHing tbeir in- 
fants, covered all the roads wHcb. led to the place of embark- 
ation. Tbe Irish, general, apprehensive of the effect which 
the entreaties and lamentations of these poor creatimes conld 
not fail to produce, put forth a proclamation, in which he 
assured his soldiers that they should be permitted to carry 
their wives and children to France. It would be injurious to 
the memory of so brave and loyal a gentleman to suppose that 
when he made this promise he meant to break it. It is much 
more probable that he had formed an erroneous estimate of 
the number of those who would demand a passage, and that 
he found himself, when it was too late to alter his arrange- ‘ 
ments, unable to keep his word. Affcer the soldiers had em- 
barked, room was found for the families of many. But still 
there remained on the waterside a great multitude clamouring 
piteously to be taken on board. As the last boats put off 
there was a rush into the surf. Some women caught hold of 
the ropes, were dragged out of their depth, clung till their 
fingers were cut through, and perished in the waves. The 
ships began to move. A wild and terrible wail rose from the 
shore, and excited unwonted compassion in hearts steeled by 
hatred of the Irish race and of the Eomish faith. Even the 
stern Cromwellian, now at length, after a desperate struggle 
of three years, left the undisputed lord of the bloodstained 
and devastated island, could not hear unmoved that bitter cry, 
in which was poured forth all the rage and all the sorrow of a 
conquered nation.*^ 

The sails disappeared. The emaciated and brokenhearted 
crowd of those whom a stroke more cruel than that of death 
had made widows and orphans dispersed, to beg their way 
home through a wasted land, or to lie down and die by 
the roadside of grief and hunger. The exiles departed, to 
learn in foreign camps that discipline without which natmal 
courage is of small avail, and to retrieve on distant fields of 
battle the honour which had been lost by a long series of de- 
feats at home. In Ireland there was peace. The domination State of 
of the colonists was absolute. The native population was atothe 
tranquil with the ghastly tranquillity of exhaustion and of war. 
despair. There were indeed outrages, robberies, fireraisings, 
assassinations. But more than a century passed away with- 

* Story*s Continuation ; Maearise Exeidium, and Mr. O'Callaghan’s note ; Lon- 
don Grazette, Jan. 4. 169|. 
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CHAP, out one general insnrrection. Dnring tliat century, two re- 
bellions were raised in Great Britain by tbo adherents of the 
House of Stuart. But neither when the elder Pretender 
sinnmoned his vassals to attend his coronation at Scone, nor 
when the younger held his court at Holyrood, was the stan- ^ 
dard of that House set up in Connaught or Munster. In 1745, 
indeed, when the Highlanders were marching towards Lon- 
don, the Homan Catholics of Ireland were so quiet that the 
Lord Lieutenant could, without the smallest rist, send several 
regiments across Saint George’s Channel to reinforce the 
army of the Duke of Cumberland. If or was this submission 
the effect of content, but of mere stupefaction and brokenness 
of heart. The iron had entered into the soul. The memory 
of past defeats, the habit of daily enduring insult and oppres- ^ 
sion, had cowed the spirit of the unhappy nation. There were 
indeed Irish Homan Catholics of great ability, energy and 
ambition: but they were to be fomd everywhere except in 
Ireland, at Versailles and at Saint Udefonso, in the armies of 
Frederic and in the armies of Maria Theresa. One exile be- 
came a Marshal of Prance. Another became Prime Minister 
of Spain. If he had staid in his native land, he would have 
been regarded as an inferior by all the ignorant and worthless 
sqnireens who had signed the Declaration against Transub- 
stantiation. In his palace at Madrid he had the pleasure of 
being assiduously courted by the ambassador of George the 
Second, and of bidding defiance in high terms to the ambas- 
sador of George the Third.* Scattered over aU Europe were 
to be found brave Irish generals, dexterous Irish diplomatists, 

Irish Counts, Iiish Barons, Irish Knights of Saint Lewis and 
of Saint Leopold, of the White Eagle and of the Golden 
Fleece, who, if they had remained in the house of bondage, 
could not have been ensigns of marching regiments or freemen 
of petty corporations. These men, the natural chiefs of their 
race, having been withdrawn, what remained was utterly 
helpless and passive. A rising of the Irishry against the 
Bnglishry was no more to be apprehended than a rising of 
the women and children against the men.f 

Some interesting facts relating to Sacramental Test, -written in 1708, lie 
Wall, "wlio was minister of Ferdinand says: “If we were under any real fear 
the Sixth and Charles the Third, -^^he of the Papists in this kingdom, it would 
found in the letters of Sir Benjamin be hard to think ns so stupid as not to 
Keene and Lord Bristol, published in be equally apprehensire with others, 

Coxe’s Memoirs of Spain. since we are likely to be the greater and 

t This is Swift’s language, language more immediate sufferers : but, on the 
held not once, but repeatedly and at contrary, we look upon them to be alto- 
long intervals. In. the Letter on the gether as inconsiderable as the women 
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There were indeed^^ days^ fierce disputes between 

the mother country and the colony : but in such disputes the 
aboriginal population had no more interest than the Eed In- 
dians in the dispnte between Old England and New England 
about the Stamp Act. The ruling few, eyen when in mutiny 
against the gOTernment, had no mercy for any thing that 
looked like mutiny on the part of the subject many. None of 
those Eoman patriots, who poniarded Julius Caesar for asj)ir- 
ing to be a king, would hare had the smallest scruple about 
crucifying a whole school of gladiators for attempting to es- 
cape from the most odious and degrading of aU kinds of ser- 
Titude. None of those Virginian patriots, who vindicated 
their separation from the British empire by proclaiming it to 
be a selfevident truth that all men were endowed by the 
Creator with an unalienable right to liberty, would have had 
the smallest scruple about shooting any negro slave who had 
laid claim to that unalienable right. And, in the same man- 
ner, the Protestant masters of Ireland, while ostentatiously 
professing the political doctrines of Locke and Sidney, held 
that a people who spoke the Celtic tongue and heard mass 
could have no concern in those doctrines. Molyneux ques- 
tioned the supremacy of the English legislature. Swift 
assailed, with the keenest ridicule and invective, every part of 
the system of government. Lucas disquieted the administra- 
tion of Lord Harrington. Boyle overthrew the administra- 
tion of the Duke of Dorset. But neither JLolyneux nor Swift, 
neither Lucas nor Boyle, ever thought of appealiiig to the 
native population. They would as soon have thought of ap- 
pealing to the swine.^ At a later period Henry Elood excited 


and cHldren. . . ♦ The common people, 
witliont leaders, without discipline or 
natoal courage, "being little better than 
hewers of wood and drawers of water, 
are out of all capacity of doing any mis- 
chief, if they were ever so well inclined,” 
In the Lrapier’s Sixth Letter, written in 
1724, he says : “ As to the people of this 
kingdom, they consist either of Irish 
Papists, who are as inconsiderable, in 
point of power, as the women and chil- 
dren, or of English Protestants ” Again, 
in the Presbyterians’ Plea of Merit, 
written in 1731, he says: “The estates 
of Papists are very few, crumbling into 
small parcels, and daily diminishing; 
their common people are sunk in pov- 
' erty, ignorance, and cowardice, and of as 
little consequence as women and chil- 
dren. Their nobility and gentry are at 
least one half ruined, banished or con- 


verted. They all soundly feel the smart 
of what they suffered in the last Irish 
war. Some of them are already retired 
into foreign countries : others, as I am 
told, intend to follow them ; and the 
rest, I believe to a man, who still possess 
any lands, are absolutely resolved never 
to hassard them again for the sake of es- 
tablishing their superstition.’* 

I may observe that, to the best of my 
belief, Swift never, in anything that he 
wrote, used the word Irishman to denote 
a person of Anglosaxon race horn in 
Ireland. He no more considered him- 
self as an Irishman than an Englishman 
born at Calcutta considers himself as a 
Hindoo. 

* In 1749 Lucas was the idol of the 
democracy of his own caste. It is 
ciu’ious to see what was thought of him 
by those who were not of his own 
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tie dominant class to demand a Parliamentarj reform, and to 
use even revolutionary means for tie purpose of obtaining 
tiat reform. But nextier ie, nor tiose wio looted up to iim 
as tieir ciief, and wio went close to tie verge of treason at 
Lis bidding, would consent to admit tie subject class to tie 
smallest siare of political power. Tie virtuous and accom- 
pUsied Ciarlemont, a Wiig of tie Wiigs, passed a long life 
in contending for wiat he called tie freedom of Ms country. 

But ie voted against tie law wiici gave tie elective franchise 
to Roman Oatiolic freeiolders, and ie died fixed in tie 
opinion tiat tie Parliament House ougit to be iept pure 
from Roman Catiolic members. Indeed, during tie century 
wiici followed tie Revolution, tie inclination of an Engisi 
Protestant to trample on tie Irisiry was generally pro- ^ 
portioned to tie zeal wiici ie professed for poitical liberty 
in tie abstract. If ie uttered any expression of compassion 
for tie majority oppressed by tie minority, ie migitbe safely 
set down as a bigoted Tory and High Giurciman.* 

All this time, hatred, kept down by fear, festered in tie 
hearts of tie children of tie soil. They were still tie same 
people that had sprung to arms in 1641 at tie call of O’lfeill, 
and in 1689 at tie call of Tyrconnel. To them every festival 
instituted by tie State was a day of mourning, and every ^ % 
troi^liy set up by the State was a memorial of shame. We 
have never known, and can but faintly conceive, tie feeings 
of a nation doomed to see constantly in all its public places 
tie monuments of its subjugation. Suei monuments every- 
where met tie eye of tie Irish Roman Catiolic. In fi'ont of 
tie Senate House of Ms country, ie saw tie statue which her 
conquerors had set up in honour of a memory, glorious indeed 
and immortal, but to Mm an object of mingled dread and ab- 
horrence. If he entered, ie saw tie walls tapestried with tie ^ 
most ignominious defeats of Ms forefathers. At length, after 
a hundred years of servitude, endured without one struggle 


caste. One of tlie chief Pariahs, Charles 
O’Connor, wrote thns: “I am hy no 
means interested, nor is any^ of onr un- 
fortunate population, in this affair of 
Lucas. A true patriot would not have 
betrayed such malice to such unfortu- 
nate slaves as we.” He adds, with too 
mueh truth, that those boasters the 
Whigs wished to have liberty all to 
themselves. 

* On this subject Johnson was the 
most liberal politician of his time. “ The 


Irish,” he said with great warmth, aro 
in a mostimnatural state: for we see there 
the minority prevailing over the ma- 
jority.” I suspect that Alderman Beck- 
ford and Alderman Sawbridge would 
have been far from sympathising with 
him. Charles O’Connor, whose unfa- 
vourable opinion of the Whig Lucas I 
have quoted, pays, in the Preface to the ^ 
Dissertations on Irish History, a high-^ 
compliment to the liberality of the Tory 
Johnson. 
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for emancipation^ tlie Frencli revolution awakened a wild hope 
in the bosoms of the oppressed. Men who had inherited aU 
the pretensions and all the passions of the Parliament which 
James had held at the King’s Inns could not hear unmoved 
of the downfall of a wealthy established Churchy* of the flight 
of a splendid aristocracy, of the confiscation of an immense 
territory. Old antipathies, which had never slumbered, were 
excited to new and terrible energy by the combination of sti- 
mulants which, in any other society, would have counteracted 
each other. The spirit of Popery and the spirit of Jacobinism, 
irreconcilable antagonists every where else, were for once 
mingled in an unnatural and portentous union. Their joint 
influence produced the third and last rising up *of the 
aboriginal population against the colony. The greatgrandsons 
of the soldiers of Galinoy and Sarsfield were opposed to the 
greatgrandsons of the soldiers of Wolseley and Mitchelburn. 
The Celt again looked impatiently for the sails which were to 
bring succour from Brest ; and the Saxon was again backed 
by the whole power of England. Again the victory remained 
with the well educated and well organised minority. But, 
happily, the vanquished people found protection in a quarter 
from which they would once have had to expect nothing but 
implacable severity. By this time the philosophy of the 
eighteenth century had purified English "Whiggism from that 
deep taint of intolerance which had been contracted during a 
long and close alliance with the Puritanism of the seventeenth 
century. Enlightened men had begun to feel that the argu- 
ments, by which Milton and Locke, TUlotson and Burnet, 
had vindicated the rights of conscience, might be urged with 
not less force in favour of the Roman Catholic than in favour 
of the Independent or the Baptist. The great party which 
traces its descent through the Exclusionists up to the Round- 
heads continued, during thirty years, in spite of royal frowns 
and popular clamours, to demand a share in all the benefits of 
our free constitution for those Irish Papists whom the Round- 
heads and the Exclusionists had considered merely as beasts 
of chase or as beasts of burden. But it will be for some other 
historian to relate the vicissitudes of that great conflict, and 
the late triumph of reason and humanity. Unhappily such a 
historian will have to relate that the victory won by such 
exertions and by such sacrifices was immediately followed by 
disappointment; that it proved far less easy to eradicate evil 
passions than to repeal evil laws ; and that, long after every 
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trace of national and religions animosity tad been 6l)literated 
from tbe Statnte Boot, national and religions animosities 
continued to ranHe in tbe bosoms of millions. May lie be 
able also to relate that wisdom, jnstice, and time did in 
Ireland wbat ttey bad done in Scotland, and that all tbe ^ 
races wMcb mbabit tbe British isles were at length in- 
dissolubly blended into one people ! 
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On tlie Bineteenth of October I69I5 William arrived at Ken- 
siBgtoB j&rom tbe Xetberlands.*^ Three days later lie opened 
tlie Parliament. Tlie aspect of affairs was, on the whole, 
cheering. By land there had been gains and losses : but the 
balance was in favour of England. Against the fall of Mons 
might well be set off the taking of Athlone, the victory of 
Aghrim, the surrender of Limerick, and the pacification of 
Ireland. At sea there had been no great victory : but there 
had been a great display of power and of activity ; and, though 
many were dissatisfied because more had not been done, none 
could deny that there had been a change for the better. The 
ruin caused by the follies and vices of Torrington had been 
repaired: the fleet had been well equipped: the rations had 
been abundant and wholesome j and the health of the crews 
had consequently been, for that age, wonderfully good. 
Eussell, who commanded the naval forces of the allies, had 
in vain offered battle to the Erench. The white flag, which, 
in the preceding year, had ranged the Channel unresisted 
from the Landes End to the Straits of Dover, now, as soon as 
our topmasts were descried, abandoned the open sea, and 
retired into the depths' of the harbotir of Brest. The appear- 
ance of an English squadron in the estuary of the Shannon 
had decided the fate of the last fortress which had held out 
for King James ; and a fleet of merchantmen from the Levant, 
valued at four millions sterliug, had, through dangers which 
had caused many sleepless nights to the underwriters of 
Lombard Street, been convoyed safe into the Thames. t The 
Lords and Commons listened with signs of satisfaction to a 
speech in which the King congratulated them on the event 
of the war in Ireland, and expressed Ms confidence that they 
would continue to support him in the war with Prance. lie 

* London Gazette, Oct. 22. 1691. Torbay, licensed Ang. 21. 1691. The 

t Burnet, ii. 78, 79. ; Burchett’s Mo- TOter says : “ We attribute our health, 
nioirs of Transactions at Sea ; Journal of under God, to the extraordinary care 
the English and Dutch fleet, in a Letter taken in the well ordering of our proyi* 
from an Officer on board the; Lennox, at sions, both meat and drink.” 
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CHAP, told them that a gre^ naTal armament would he necessarj, 
s^ud that, in Ms opinion, the conflict by land could not he 
Deijates on effectually maintained with less than sixty-fiye thousand Men.* 
r^eVan^ thauted in affectionate terms : the force which he 

fees of ofi- asked was voted ; and large supplies were granted with little 
eiai men. But, when the Ways and Means were taken uito 

consideration, symptoms of discontent began to appear. 
Eighteen months before, when the Commons had been em- 
ployed in settling the Civil List, many members had shown a 
very natural disposition to complain of the amount of the 
salaries and fees received by official men. Keen speeches had 
been made, and, what was much less usual, had been printed : 
there had been much excitement out of doors : but nothing 
had been done. The subject was now revived. A report 
made by the Commissioners who had been appointed in the 
preceding year to examine the public accounts disclosed some 
facts which excited indignation, and others which raised 
grave suspicion. The House seemed folly determined to make 
an extensive reform ; and, in truth, nothing could have 
averted such a reform except the folly and violence of the 
reformers. That they should have been angry is indeed not 
strange. The enormous gains, direct and indirect, of the 
servants of the public went on increasing, while the gains of 
everybody else were diminishing. Eents were falling : trade 
was languishing : every man who lived either on what his 
ancestors had left him or on the fruits of Ms own industry 
was forced to retrench. The placeman alone throve amidst 
the general distress. ^^Look,” cried the incensed squires, 
‘^at the Comptroller of the Customs. Ten years ago, he 
walked, and we rode. Our incomes have been curtailed : his 
salary has been doubled : we have sold our horses : he has 
bought them ; and now we go on foot and are splashed by 
his coach and six.” Lowther vainly endeavoured to stand 
up against the storm. . He was heard with little favour by 
those country gentlemen who had not long before looked up 
to him as one of their leaders. He had left them : he had 
become a courtier: he had two good places, one in the 
Treasury, the other in the household. He had recently re- 
ceived from the King’s own hand a gratuity of two thousand 
guineas.f It seemed perfectly natural that he should defend 
abuses by which he profited. The taunts and reproaches with 

* Lords’ and Commons’ Journals, Oct. by Lowther, after he became Lord Lons- 
22. 1691. dale, to his son. A copy oftliis letter is 

t' This appears from a letter written among the Hacldntosh MSS. 
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wlaicii w assailed were iiisnpportable to Ms sensitiye 
natnre. He lost Ms head, almost fainted away on tKe floor 
of the House, and talked about righting himself in another 
j)race.'^ Unfortunately no member rose at this conjuncture 
to propose that the civil establishments of the kingdom should 
be carefully revised, that sinecures should be abolished, that 
exorbitant official incomes should be reduced, and that no 
servant of the State should be allowed to exact, under any 
pretence, anything beyond his known and lawful remunera- 
tion. In this way it would have been possible to diminish 
the public burdens, and at the same time to increase the 
efficiency of every public department. But, on this as on 
many other occasions, those who were loud in clamouring 
against the prevailing abuses were utterly destitute of the 
qualities necessary for the work of reform. On the twelfth 
of December, some foolish man, whose name has not come 
down to us, moved that no person employed in any civil office, 
the Speaker, Judges, and Ambassadors excepted, should re- 
ceive more than five hundred pounds a year; and this motion 
was not only carried, but carried without one dissentient 
voice. t Those who wore most interested in opposing it 
doubtless saw that opposition would, at that moment, only 
irritate the majority, and reserved themselves for a more 
favourable time. The more favourable time soon came. Ho 
man of common sense could, when his blood had cooled, 
remember without shame that he had voted for a resolution 
which made no distinction between sinecurists and laborious 
public servants, between clerks employed in copying letters 
and ministers on whose wisdom and iutegrity the fate of the 
nation might depend. The salary of the Doorkeeper of the 
Excise Office had been, by a scandalous job, raised to five 
hundred a year. It ought to have been reduced to fifty. On 
the other hand, the services of a Secretary of State who was 
well quahfied for his post would have been cheap at five 
thousand. If the resolution of the Commons had been carried 
into effect, both the salary which ought not to have exceeded 
fifty pounds, and the salary which might without impropriety 

^ See Commons’ Journals, Dec. 3. diligence and application mankind is ca- 
1691 ; and Grey’s Debates. It is to be pableof, and after having given satfsfac- 
regretted that the Eeport of the Com- tion to the King, from wliom all officers 
missioners of Accounts has not been pre- of state derive their aiithoritie, after act- 
served. Lowther, in his letter to his ing rightly by aU men, to be baited by 
son, alludes to the badgering of this day men who do it to all people in author- 
with great bitterness. “ What man,” he itie?” 

asks, “ that hath bread to eat, can en- f Commons’ Journals, Dec. 12. 1691. 
dure, after having served with all the 
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liaye amoiinted to fivt thousand^ woiild haye been fixed at 
fiye liimdred. Sueb abstirdity must bave sbocted even tbe 
ToiLgbest and plainest foxbnnter in tbe House. A reaction 
took place; and wben, after an interyal of a few weeks^ it 
was proposed to insert in a bill of supply a clause in con» 
formity witb tbe resolution of tbe twelfth of December, tbe 
ll^Toes were loud: tbe Speaker was of opinion tbat tbey bad 
it: tbe Ayes did not venture to dispute bis opinion: tbe 
senseless plan wbicb bad been approyed witbout a division 
was rejected without a division; and tbe subject was not 
agam mentioned. Thus a grievance so scandalous tbat none 
of those who profited by it dared to defend it was perpetuated 
merely by the imbecility and intemperance of those who 
attacked it,* 

Early in the Session the Treaty of Limerick became tbe 
subject of a grave and earnest discussion. Tbe Commons, 
in the exercise of tbat supreme power which tbe English 
‘ legislature possessed over aH the dependencies of England j 
sent up to the Lords a ME providing that no person should 
sit in the Irish Parliament, should hold any Irish office, civil, 
military, or ecclesiastical, or should practise law or medicine 
in Ireland, till be had taken the Oaths of Allegiance and 
Supremacy, and subscribed the Declaration against Transub- 
stantiation. The Lords were not more niclined than tbe Com- 
mons to favour the Irish. bTo peer was disposed to entrust 
Ebman Catholics with political power. N'ay, it seems that no 
peer objected to the principle of the absurd and cruel rule 
which excluded Eoman Catholics from tbe liberal professions. 
But it was thought tbat this rule, though unobjectionable in 
principle, would, if adopted without some exceptions, be a 
breach of a positive compact. Their Lordships called for the 
Treaty of Limerick, ordered it to be read at the table, and 
proceeded to consider whether the law framed by the Lower 
House was consistent with the engagements into which the 
government had entered. One discrepancy was noticed. It was 
stipulated by the second civil article, that every person actually 
residing in any fortress occupied by an Irish garrison should 
be permitted, on taking the Oath of Allegiance, to resume 

^ Commons’ Journals, Feh, 15. 169|,* marked that the precedent on -wliieh Mr. 
Baden to the States General, On Nicliolls relied was of no value, for that 

the 8th of Decemher 1797, Mr. John the gentlemen wdio passed the resolution 
Hicholls, a reformer of much more zeal the 12th of December 1691 had, m a , 
than wisdom, proposed, in the House of short time, discovered and acknow- 

Commons, a resolution framed on the their error. Ihe debate is much 

model of tie resolution of the 12th of ^fitter given m the Morm^ Chronicle 
December 1691. Mr. Htt justly re- than in the Parliamentary History. 
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any calling wMcli lie liad exercised before tbe EeTolntion. It 
wonldj beyond all donbt, haTe been a violation of tliis 
covenant to require tbat a lawyer or a physician, who had 
been within the walls of Limerick during the siege, and who 
was willing to take the Oath of Allegiance, should also take 
the Oath of Supremacy and subscribe the Declaration against 
Transnbstantiation^ before he could exercise his profession. 
Holt was consulted, and was directed , to prepare clauses in 
conforniity with the terms of the capitulation. 

The bill, as amended by the Chief Justice, was sent back 
to the Commons. They at first rejected the amendment, 
and demanded a conference. The conference was granted. 
Rochester, in the Painted Chamber, delivered to the managers 
of the Lower House a copy of the Treaty of Limerick, and 
earnestly represented the importance of preserving the public 
faith inviolate. This appeal was one which no honest man, 
though inflamed by national and religious animosity, could 
resist. The Commons reconsidered the subject, and, after 
hearing the Treaty read, agreed, with some slight modifica- 
tions, to what the Lords had proposed.^ 

The bill became a law. It attracted, at the time, little 
notice, but was, after the lapse of several generations, the 
subject of a very acrimonious controversy. Many of us can 
well remember how strongly the public mind was stirred, in 
the days of George the Third and George the Pourth, by the 
question whether Roman Catholics should be permitted to 
sit in Parliament. It may be doubted whether any dispute 
has produced stranger perversions of history. The whole 
past was falsified for the sake of the present. All the great 
events of three centuries long appeared to us distorted and 
discoloured by a mist sprung from our own theories and our 
own passions. Some friends of religious liberty, not content 
with the advantage which they possessed in the fair conflict 
of reason with reason, weakened their case by maintain- 
ing that the law which excluded Irish Roman Catholics 
from Parliament was inconsistent with the civil Treaty of 
Limerick. The first article of that Treaty, it was said, 
guaranteed to the Irish Roman Catholic such privileges in 
the exercise of his religion as he had enjoyed in the time of 
Charles the Second. In the time of Charles the Second no 
test excluded Roman Catholics from the Irish Parliament. 
Such a test could not therefore, it was argued, be imposed 

* Stat. 3. W. & M. c. 2., Lords’ Journals; Lords* Journals, 16 Nov. IC91 ; 
Oommons’ Journals, Dec. 1. 9. 6. 
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witliout a breacla of public faitli. In tbe year 1828, espe- 
cially, tMs argument was put forward in tbe House of Com- 
mons as if it bad been tbe main strength of a cause wbicb 
stood in need of no sucb support. Tbe cbampions of Pro- 
testant ascendency were weU pleased to see tbe debate 
diverted from a political question about wbicb tbey were in 
tbe wrong, to a bistorieal question about wbicb tbey were in 
tbe right. Tbey bad no difficulty in proving that tbe first 
article, as understood by all tbe contracting parties, meant 
only that tbe Roman Catbolic worship should be tolerated as 
in time past. That article was drawn up by Ginkell^ and, 
just before be drew it up, be bad declared that be would 
rather try tbe chance of arms than consent that Irish Papists 
should be capable of bolding civil and military offices, of 
exercising bberal professions, and of becoming members of 
municipal corporations. How is it possible to believe that 
be would, of bis own accord, have promised that tbe House 
of Lords and the House of Commons should be open to men 
to whom be would not open a guild of skinners or a guild of 
cordwainers? How, again, is it possible to believe that tbe 
English Peers would, while professing tbe most punctilious 
respect for public faith, while lecturing tbe Commons on tbe 
duty of observing public faith, while takmg counsel with tbe 
most learned and upright jurist of tbe age as to the best 
mode of maintaming public faith, have committed a flagrant 
violation of pubbc faith, and that not a single lord should 
have been so honest or so factious as to protest against an 
act of monstrous perfidy aggravated by hypocrisy ? Or, if we 
could believe this, bow can we believe that no voice would 
have been raised in any part of the world agamst sucb 
wickedness ; that the Court of Saint Germams and tbe 
Court of Yersailles would have remamed profoundly silent; 
that no Irish exile, no English malecontent, would have 
uttered a murmur ; that not a word of invective or sarcasm 
on so invitmg a subject would have been found in tbe whole 
compass of the Jacobite literature ; and that it would have 
been reserved for politicians of the nineteenth century to 
discover that a treaty made in tbe seventeenth century bad, a 
few weeks after it bad been signed, been outrageously 
violated in tbe sight of all Europe 

* The Irish Roman Catholics com- Statute 3 W. & M. c. 2. was not a viola- 
plained, and with hiit too much reason, tion of the Treaty. Thus the author of-'" 
that, at a later >period, the Treaty of A Light to the Blind, speaking of the 
Limerick was violated ; but those very first article, says, “ This article, in seven 
complaints are admissions that the years aftez*, was broken by a Parliament 
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On tlie same clay on which the Oommons read for the first 
time the bill which subjected Ireland to the absolute domi- 
nion of the Protestant minority, they took into consideration 
another matter of high importance. Throughout the country, 
4r but especially in the capital, in the seaports, and in the 
manufacturing towns, the minds of men were greatly excited 
on the subject of the trade with the East Indies : a fierce 
paper war had during some time been raging; and several 
grave questions, both constitutional and commercial, had 
been raised, which the legislature only could decide. 

It has often been repeated, and ought never to be for- 
gotten, that our polity differs widely from those polities which 
have, during the last eighty years, been methodically con- 
structed, digested into articles, and ratified by constituent 
assemblies. It grew up in a rude age. It is not to be found 
entire in any formal instrument. All along the line whicli 
separates the fmictions of the prince from those of the legis- 
lator there was long a disputed territory. Encroachments 
were perpetually committed, and, if not very outrageous, 
were often toleral^ed. Trespass, merely as trespass, was 
commonly suffered to pass xinresented. It was only when 
the trespass produced some positive damage that the ag- 
^ — grieved party stood on his right, and demanded that the 
frontier should he set out by metes and bounds, and that the 
landmarks should thenceforward be punctiliously respected. 

Many of the points which had occasioned the most violent 
dispntes between our Sovereigns and their Parliaments had 
been finally decided by the Bill of Eights. But one question, 
scarcely less important than any of the questions which had 
been set at rest for ever, was still undetermined. Indeed, 
that question was never, as far as can now he ascertained, 

1 \ even iiientioiied in the Convention. The King had un- 
I doubtedly, by the ancient laws of the realm, large powers for 
the regulation of trade: but the ablest judge would have 
found it difficult to say what was the precise extent of those 
powers. It was universally acknowledged that it belonged 
to the King to prescribe weights and measures, and to coin 
money ; that no fair or market could be held without autho- 

i in Ireland snramoued by the Prince of list Parliament. Tbe Abbd Mac Geog- 
Orange, wherein a law was passed for began, too, complains that the Treaty 
; banishing the Catholic bishoj)s, digni- was violated some years after it was 
^“^taries, and regular clergy.” Surely he made, But, by so complaining, he ad- 
nevcr would have written thus, if the mits that it was not violated by Stat. 3. 

I article really had, only two months after W. & M, c, 2. 
it was signed, been In-ohen by the Eng- 
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rity from Mm ; that no sHp could unload in any bay or 
estuary -which he had not declared to be a port. In addition 
to his ■andonbted right to grant special commercial jprivileges 
to particular places, he long claimed a right to grant special 
commercial prmleges to particular societies and to particnlar 
individnals ; and onr ancestors, as nsiial, did not think it 
worth their wMle to dispute this claim, till it produced 
serious inconvenience. At length, in the reign of Elizabeth, 
the power of creating monopolies began to be grossly abused; 
and, as soon as it began to be grossly abused, it began to be 
questioned. The Queen wisely declined a conflict with a 
House of Commons backed by the whole nation. She frankly 
acknowledged that there was reason for complaint ; she can- 
celled the patents which had excited the public clamours; 
and her people, delighted by this concession, and by the gra- ^ 
cious manner in ^hich it had been made, did not require from 
her an express renunciation of the disputed prerogative. 

The discontents wMch her wisdom had appeased were 
revived by the dishonest and pusillanimous policy which her 
successor called kingcraft. He readily ‘granted oppressive 
patents of monopoly. When he needed the help of Ms 
Parliament, he as readily annulled them. As soon as the 
Parliament had ceased to sit, his Great Seal was put to 
instruments more odious than those which he had recently 
cancelled. At length that excellent House of Commons 
which met in 1623 determined to apply a strong remedy to 
the evil. The King was forced to give his assent to a law 
which declared monopolies established by royal authority to 
be null and void. Some exceptions, however, were made, 
and, mifortunately, were not very clearly defined. It was 
especially provided that every Society of Merchants which 
had been instituted for the purpose of carrying on any trade ^ 
should retain aU legal privileges.* The question whether a ^ 
monopoly granted by the Crown to such a society were or 
were not a legal privilege was left unsettled, and continued 
to exercise, during many years, the ingenuity of lawyers.f 


* Stat. 21 Jac. I. c. 3. 
t See particularly Two Letters by a 
Barrister concerning the East India Com- 
pany (1676), and an Answer to the Two 
Letters piiblislied in the same year. See 
also the Judgment of Lord Jeffreys con- 
cerning the Great Case of Monopolies. 
This judgment was published in 1689, 
after the downfall of Jeffreys. It was 
thought necessary to apologise in the 
preface for printing anything that hore 


so odious a name, “To commend this 
argument,” says the editor, “ Til not un- 
dertake, because of the author. Bat yet 
I may tell you what is told me, that it is 
worthy any gentleman’s perusal.” The 
language of Jeffi?eys is most offensive, 
sometimes scurrilous, sometimes basely^ 
adulatory: but his reasoning as to the 
mere point of law is certainly able, if not 
conclusive. 


WILLim Km MAUY. 


467 


The nation^ however^ relieved at once from a multitude of 
impositions and vexations which were paiiifoliy felt every 
day at every fireside, was in no humour to dispute the valid- 
ity of the charters under which a few companies in London 
^ traded with distant parts of the world. 

Of these companies by far the most important was that 
which had been, on the last day of the sixteenth century, 
incorporated by Queen Elizabeth under the name of the 
Governor and Company of Merchants of London trading to 
the East Indies.* When this celebrated body began to exist, 
the Mogul monarchy was at the zenith of power and glory. 
A,kbar, the ablest and the best of the princes of the House 
of Tamerlane, had just been borne, full of years and honours, 
^ to a mausoleum surpassing in magnificence any that Europe 
could show. He had bequeathed to his posterity an empire 
containing more than twenty times the population, and 
yielding more than twenty times the revenue, of the England 
which, under our great Queen, held a foremost place among 
European powers. It is curious and interesting to consider 
how little the two countries, destined to be one day so closely 
connected, were then known to each other. The most en- 
lightened Englishmen looked on India with ignorant admira- 
— - tion. The most enlightened natives of India were scarcely 
aware that England existed. Our ancestors had a dim notion 
of endless bazaars, swarming with bnyers and sellers, and 
blazing with cloth of gold, with variegated silks, and with 
precious stones 5 of treasuries where diamonds were piled in 
heaps, and sequins in mountains ; of palaces, compared with 
which Whitehall and Hampton Conrt were hovels ; of armies 
ten times as numerous as that which they had seen assembled 
at Tilbury to repel the Armada. On the other hand, it was 
probably not known to one of the statesmen in the Durbar of 
Agra that there was, near the setting sun, a great city of 
infidels called London, where a woman reigned, and that she 
had given to an association of Frank merchants the exclnsive 
privilege of freighting ships from her dominions to the Indian 
seas. That this association would one day rule all India, 
from the ocean to the everlasting snow, would reduce to pro- 
found obedience great provinces Which had never submitted 
to Akbar’s authority, would send Lieutenant Governors to jire- 
^ side in his capital, and would dole out a monthly pension to 

* I haye left my account of tlie East some expressions wliich would not have 
India Company as it stood in 1855. It been used/ if it had been written in 
is unnecessary to say that it contains 1858. 
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his heir, would have seemed to the wisest of European or of 
Oriental politicians as impossible as that inhabitants of our 
globe should found an empire hi Venus or Jupiter. 

Three generations passed awayf and still nothing indi- 
cated that the East India Company would ever become a 
great Asiatic potentate- The Mogul empire, though under- 
mined by internal causes of decay, and tottering to its fall, 
still presented to distant nations the appearance of undi- 
mioished prosperity and vigour. Aurengzebe, who, in the 
same month in which Oliver Cromwell died, assumed the 
magnificent title of Conqueror of the World, continued to 
reign till Anne had been long on the English throne. He 
was the sovereign of a larger territory than had obeyed any 
of his predecessors. His name was great in the farthest 
regions of the West, Here he had been made by Dryden 
the hero of a tragedy which would alone suffice to show how 
little the English of that age knew about the vast empire 
which their grandchildren were to conquer and to govern. 
The poet’s Mussulman princes make love in the style of 
Amadis, preach about the death of Socrates, and embellish 
their discourse with allusions to the mythological stories of 
Ovid. The Bi’ahminical metempsychosis is represented as 
an article of the Mussulman creed; and the Mussulman 
Sultanas burn themselves with their husbands after the Brah- 
minical fashion. This drama, once rapturously applauded by 
crowded theatres, and known by heart to fine gentlemen and 
fine ladies, is now forgotten. But one noble passage still 
lives, and is repeated by thousands who know not whence it 
comes.* 

Though nothing yet indicated the high political destiny of 
the East India Company, that body had a great sway in the 
City of London. The offices, built on a very small part of 
the ground which the present offices cover, had escaped the 
ravages of the fire. Tlie India House of those days was 
an edifice of timber and plaster, rich with the quaint carv- 
ing and latticework of the Elizabethan age. Above the 
windows was a painting which represented a fleet of mer- 
chantmen tossing on the waves. The whole was surmounted 
by a colossal wooden seaman, who, from between two dol- 


^ Addison’s Clarinda, in the week of 
which she kept a journal, read nothing 
but Aurengzebe: Spectator, 323. She 
dreamed that Mr. Froth lay at her feet, 
and called her Indamora. Her friend 


Miss Kitty repeated, without book, the 
eight best lines of the play ; those, no /■ 
doubt, which begin, “Trust on, and' 
think tomorrow will repay.” There are 
not eight finer lines in Lucretius. 
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pliins, looked down on the crowds of LeadeniaU Street.* In 
this abode^ narrow and humble indeed when compared with 
the vast labyrinth of passages and chambers which now bears 
the same name^ the Gompany enjoyed, during the greater 
part of the reign of Charles the Second, a prosperity to which 
the history of trade scarcely furnishes any parallel, and which 
excited the wonder, the cupidity, and the envious animosity 
of the whole capital. Wealth and luxury were then rapidly 
increasing. The taste for the spices, the tissues, and the 
jewels of the East became stronger day by day. Tea, which, 
at the time when Monk brought the army of Scotland to 
London, had been handed roxmd to be stared at and just 
touched with the lips, as a great rarity from China, was, 
eight years later, a regular article of import, and was soon 
consumed in such quantities that financiers began to consider 
it as an important source of revenue. f The progress which 
was making in the art of war had created an unprecedented 
demand for the ingredients of which gunpowder is com- 
pounded. It was calculated that all Europe would hardly 
produce in a year saltpetre enough for the siege of one town 
fortified on the principles of Vauban.J But for the supplies 
from India, it was said, the English government would be 
unable to equip a fleet without digging up the cellars of 
London in order to collect the nitrous particles from the 
walls. § Before the Restoration scarcely one ship from the 
Thames had ever visited the Delta of the Ganges. But, during 
the twenty-three years which followed the Restoration, the 
value of the a^nnual imports from that rich and populous dis- 
trict increased from eight thousand pounds to three hundred 
thousand. 

The gains of the body which had the exclusive possession 
of this fast growing trade were almost incredible. Tlie 
capital which had been actually paid up did not exceed three 
hundred and seventy thousand pounds : but the Company 
could, without difficulty, borrow money at six per cent, and 
the borrowed money, tlirown into the trade, produced, it was 

^ A cxtrioiis engraving of the India Cardinal Mazarin and the Chancellor 
House of the sevcnteentli eeritury will he Seguier were great tea drinkers. See the 
found in the Gentleman’s Magazine for letters of Q-ui Patin to Charles Spon, 
Heeemhei’ 1784. dated March 10, and 22. 1648, and April 

t It is a curious fact, which I do not 1. 1657. Patin calls the taste for tea 
remcmher to have ever seen noticed, rimpertinente nouveautc da siecle.” 
tliat tea came into fasliion, and, after J See Pavenant’s Letter to Mulgravc, 

a short time, wont out of fashion, at § Answer to Two Letters concerning 

Paris, some years befhre the name the East India Company, 1676. 
pears to have Ijeeii known in London. 
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mmoured, tliirty per cent/ The profits were such that, in 
1676, eyery proprietor received as a bonns a qnantity of 
stock equal to that which he held. On the capital, thus 
doubled, were paid, during five years, dividends amoimting 
on an average to twenty per cent annually. There had been 
a time when a hnndred ponnds of the stock could be pur- 
chased for sixty. Even in 1664 the price in the market was 
only seventy. But in 1677 the price had risen to two hun- 
dred and forty-five : in 1681 it was three hnndred : it subse- 
quently rose to three hundred and sixty 5 and it is said that 
some sales were effected at five hundred.* 

The enormous gains of the Indian trade might perhaps 
have excited little murmuring if they had been distributed 
among numerous proprietors. But, while the value of the 
stock went on increasing, the number of stockholders went 
on diminishing. At the time when the prosperity of the 
Company reached the highest point, the management was 
entirely in the hands of a few merchants of enormous wealth. 
A proprietor then had a vote for every five hundred pounds of 
stock that stood in his name. It is asserted in the pamphlets 
of that age that five persons had a sixth part, and fourteen 
persons a third part of the votes.f More than one fortunate 
speculator was said to derive an aimual income of ten thou- 
sand pomids from the monopoly j and one great man was 
pointed out on the Eoyal Exchange as having, by judicious 
or lucky purchases of stock, created in no long time an estate 
of twenty thousand a year. This commercial grandee, who 
in wealth, and in the influence which attends wealth, vied 
with the greatest nobles of his time, was Sir Josiah Child. 
There were those who still remembered him an apprentice, 
sweeping one of the counting houses of the City. But from 
a humble position his abilities had raised him rapidly to 
opulence, power, and fame. Before the Eestoration he was 
highly considered in the mercantile world. Soon after that 
event he published his thoughts on the philosophy of trade. 
His speculations were not always sound : but they were the 
speculations of an ingenious and reflecting man. Into what- 
ever errors he may occasionally have fallen as a theorist, it is 
certain that, as a practical man of business, he had few 
equals. Almost as soon as he becaane a member of the com- 

* Anderson’s Dictionary ; Gr. White’s f BeasonsforconstitiitiiigalSre'W'East 
Account of the Trade to the East Indies, India Company in London, 1681 ; Some 
1691 ; Treatise on the East India Trade, Eemarks upon the Present State of tho 
hy PJiilopatris, 1681. East India Company’s AiFairs, 1690. 
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Biittee wMcli directed tlie affairs of tlie Company, Ms ascen- 
dency was felt. Soon many of the most important posts, 
both in Leadenhall Street and in the factories of Bombay and 
Bengal, were filled by his kinsmen and creatures. His riches, 
though expended with ostentatious profusion, continued to 
increase and multiply. He obtained a baronetcy ; he pur- 
chased a stately seat at Wansteadj and there he laid out 
immense sums in excavating fishponds, and in planting 
whole square miles of barren land with walnut trees. He 
married his daughter to the eldest son of the Duke of Beau- 
fort, and paid down with her a portion of fifty thousand 
pounds.* 

But tMs wonderful prosperity was not uninteiTupted. To- 
wards the close of the reign of Charles the Second the Com- 
pany began to be fiercely attacked from without, and to be at 
the same time distracted by internal dissensions. The profits 
of the Indian trade were so tempting that private adventurers 
had sometimes, in defiance of the royal charter, fitted out 
ships for the Eastern seas. .But the competition of these 
interlopers did not become really formidable till the year 
1680. The nation was then violently agitated by the dispute 
about the Exclusion Bill. Timid men were anticipating 

another civil war. The two great parties, newly named 

Whigs and Tories, were fiercely contending in every county 
and town of England; and the feud soon spread to every 
corner of the civilised world where Englishmen were to be 
found. 

The Company was popularlyconsidered as a WTiig body. 
Among the members of the directing committee were some of 
the most vehement Exclusionists in the City. Indeed two of 
them, Sir Samuel Barnardistone and Thomas Papillon, drew 
on themselves a severe persecution by their zeal against 
Popery and arbitrary power, f Child had been originafly 
brought into the direction by these men : he had long acted 
in concert with them; and he was supposed to hold their 
political opinions. He had, during many years, stood high 
in the esteem of the chiefs of the parliamentary opposition, 
and had been especially obnoxious to the Duke of Tork.J 
The interlopers therefore determined to affect the character 
of loyal men, who were determined to stand by the throne 
against the insolent tribunes of the City. They spread, at all 
the factories in the East, reports that England was in coii- 

i ■ Pepys's Diary, April 2, andllay'flO. 

1069 , 


^ Evelyn, March 16. 168|, 
f See the Stiite Trials. 
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fusion, iliat the sword had "been di'awii or would immediateij 
be drawn, and that the Company was forward in the rebel- 
lion. These rumours, which, in truth, were not improbable, 
easily found credit among people separated from London by 
what was then a voyage of twelve months. Some servants of 
the Company who were in ill humour with their employers, 
and others who were zealous royalists, joined the private 
traders. At Bombay, the garrison and the great body of the 
English inhabitants declared that they would no longer obey 
a society which did not obey the King ; they imprisoned the 
Deputy Governor ; and they proclaimed that they held the 
island for the Crown. At Saint Helena there was a rising. 
The insurgents took the name of King^s men, and displayed 
the royal standard. They were, not without difficulty, put 
down; and some of them were executed by martial law.* 

If the Company had still been a Whig Company when the 
news of these commotions reached England, it is probable 
that the government would have approved of the conduct of 
the mutineers, and that the charter on wffiich the monopoly 
depended would have had the fate which about the same time 
befell so many other charters. But while the interlopers were, 
at a distance of many thousands of miles, making war on the 
Company in the name of the King, the Company and the 
King had been reconciled. When the Oxford Parliament had 
been dissolved, when many signs indicated that a strong re- 
action in favour of prerogative was at hand, when all the 
corporations which had incurred the royal displeasure were 
beginning to tremble for their franchises, a rapid and complete 
revolution took place at the India House, Child, who was 
then Governor, or, in the modern phrase. Chairman, separated^. 
himsQlf from his old friends, excluded them from the direc- 
tion, and negotiated a treaty of peace and of close alliance 
with the Court. t It is not improbable ihat the near connec- 
tion into which he had just entered with the great Tory house 
of Beaufort may have had something to do with this change 
in his politics. Papillon, Barnardistone, and other Whig 
shareholders, sold their stock ; their places in the committee 
were supplied by persons devoted to Child ; and he was hence- 
forth the autocrat of the Company. The treasures of the 
Company were absolutely at his disposal. The most impor- 
tant papers of the Company were kept, not in the muniment 
room of the office in Leadenhall Street, but in his desk at 

^ TeneKs Modest and Just Apology of tlie East India Compaii/s Ajffairs, 
for tlie East India Company, 1600. • 1690; Hamilton's Hew Account of tho 

t Some Remarks on tlie Present State East Indies. 
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Wanstead. The “boundless power which he exercised at the 
India House enabled him to become a favourite at Whitehall; 
and the favour which he enjoyed at Whitehall confirmed his 
power at the India House. A present of ten thousand guineas 
was graciously received from him by Charles. Ten thousand 
more were accepted by James, who readily consented to be- 
come a holder of stock. All who could hel|) or hurt at Court, 
ministers, mistresses, priests, were kept in good humour 
by presents of shawls and silks, birds’ nests and atar of roses, 
bulses of diamonds, and bags of guineas.* Of what the Dic- 
tator expended no account was asked by his colleagues ; and 
in truth he seems to have deserved the confidence which they 
reposed in him. His bribes distributed with judicious pro- 
digality, speedily produced a large return. Just when, the 
Court became all powerful in the State, he became all power- 
ful at the Court. Jeffreys pronounced a decision in favour of 
the monopoly, and of the strongest acts which had been done 
in defence of the monopoly, James ordered his seal to be put 
to a new charter which confirmed and extended all the privi- 
leges bestowed oil the Company by his predecessors. All cap- 
tains of indiamen received commissions firom the Crown, and 
were permitted to hoist the royal ensigns.f John Child, 
brother of Sir Josiah, and Governor of Bombay, was created a 
baronet by the style of Sir John Child of Surat : he was de- 
clared General of all the English forces in the East ; and he 
was authorised to assume the title of Excellency. The Com- 
pany, on the other hand, distinguished itself among many 
servile corporations by obsequious homage to the throne, and 
set to all the merchants of the kingdom the example of readily 
and even eagerly paying those customs which James, at the 
commencement of his reign, exacted without the authority of 
Parliament. J 

. It seemed that the private trade would now be utterly 
crashed, and that the monopoly, protected by the whole 
strength of the royal prerogative, would be more profitable 
than ever. But unfortunately jnst at this moment a quarrel 
arose between the agents of the Company in India and the 
Mogul Government. Where the fault lay is a question which 
was vehemently disputed at the time, and which it is now 
impossible to decide. The interlopers threw all the blame 

^ White’s Account of the East India count of the East Indies ; Sir John Wy- 
Trado, 1691 ; Pierce Bntlef s Talc, 1691. home to Pepys from Bombay, Jan. 7. 

t White’s Account of the Trade to the Id8|. 

East Indies, 1091 ; Ilaniilton’s New Ac- | London Gazette, Pel). Hb lOSj-b 
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on the Company. The GoYemor of Bombay^ they affirmed, had 
always been grasping and violent : but his baronetcy and his 
military commission had completely fcnmed his head. The very 
natives who were employed about the Tactory had noticed the 
change, and had muttered in their brohen English, that there 
must be some strange curse attending the word Excellency; for 
that, ever since the chief of the strangers was called Excel- 
lency, everything had gone to ruin. Meanwhile, it was said, 
the brother in England had sanctioned all the nnjnst and im- 
pohtic acts of the brother in India, till at length insolence 
and rapine, disgraceful to the English nation and to the 
Christian religion, had ronsed the just resentment of the na- 
tive anthorities. The Company warmly recriminated. The 
story told at the India House was that the quarrel was entirely 
the wort of the interlopers, who were now designated not 
only as interlopers but as traitors. They had, it was alleged, 
by flattery, by presents, and by false accusations, induced the 
viceroys of the Mogul to oppress and persecute the body which 
in Asia represented the English Crown. And indeed this 
charge seems not to have been altogether without foundation. 
It is certain that one of the most pertinacious enemies of the 
Childs went up to the Court of Aurengzebe, took his station at 
the palace gate, stopped the Great Xing who was in the act of 
mounting on horseback, and, lifting a petition high in the air, 
demanded justice in the name of the common God of Chris- 
tians and Mussulmans.* Whether Aurengzebe paid much 
attention to the charges brought by infidel Franks against 
each other may be doubted. But it is certain that a complete 
rupture took place between his deputies and the servants of 
the Company. On the sea the ships of his subjects were seized 
by the English. On land the English settlements were taken 
and plundered. The trade was suspended ; and, though great 
annual dividends were still paid in London, they were no 
longer paid out of annual profits. 

Just at this conjuncture, while every Indiaman that ar- 
rived in the Thames was bringing unwelcome news from the 
East, aU the politics of Sir Josiah were utterly confounded by 
the revolution. He had flattered himself that he had secured 
the body of which he was the chief against the machinations 
of interlopers, by uniting it closely with the strongest govern- 
ment that had existed within his memory. That government 
had fallen ; and whatever had leaned on the ruined fabric 
began to totter. The bribes had been thrown away. The 

^ Hamilton’s New Account of the East Indies. 
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coimectioiis wMeh had been the strength and boast of the cor- 
poration were now its wealmess and its shame. The King 
who had been one of its members was an exile. The Judge 
by whom all its most exorbitant pretensions had been pro-^ 
^ nonneed legitimate was a prisoner. All the old enemies of 
the Company, reinforced by those great Whig merchants 
whom Child had expelled from the direction, demanded jus- 
tice and vengeance from the Whig House of Commons which 
had just placed William and Mary on the throne. Ko ?oice 
was louder in accusation than that of Papillon, who had, some 
years before, been more zealous for the charter than any man 
in London,* The Commons censured in severe terms the 
persons who had inflicted death by martial law at Saint Helena, 
^ and even resolved that some of those offenders should be 
excluded from the Act of Indemnity.f The great question, 
how the trade with the East should for the future be carried 
on, was referred to a Committee. The report was to have 
been made on the twenty-seventh of January 1690 5 but on 
that very day the Parliament ceased to exist. 

The first two sessions of the succeeding Parliament were 
so short and so busy that little was said about India in 
either House. But out of Parliament, all the arts both of 
.i<p-*ncontroversy and of intrigue were employed on both sides. 
Almost as many pamphlets were published about the India 
trade as about the oaths. The despot of Leadenhall Street 
was libelled in prose and verse. Wretched puns were made 
on his name. He was compared to Cromwell, to the King 
of Prance, to Goliath of Gath, to the Devil. It was vehe- 
mently declared to be necessary that, in any Act which 
might be passed for the regulation of our traffic with the 
Eastern seas. Sir Josiah should be by name excluded from 
^ all trust.! 

There were, however, great differences of opinion among 
those who agreed in hating Child and the body of which he 
was the head. The manufacturers of Spitalfields, of Horwich, 
of Yorkshire, and of Wiltshire, considered the trade with the 
Eastern seas as rather injurious than beneficial to the king- 

* Papillon -was of course reproached f Commons’ Joiarnals, June 8. 1680. 
'W'ith liis ineonsistcncy. Among the | Among the pamphlets in which 
pamphlets of that time is one entitled, Child is most iiereely attached, are : 

A Treatise concerning the East India Some Remarks on the Present State of 
.»"^^Traclo, wrote at the Instance of Thomas the East India Company’s Affairs, 1600 ; 
I^apillon, Esquire, and in his House, and Pierce Butler’s Tale, 1001 ; and White’s 
printed in the year 1680, and now re- Account of the Trade to the East In- 
printed for the better Satisfaction of dies, 1691, 
himself and others.” 
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dom. The importation of Indian spices^ indeed^, was ad- 
mitted to be harmless, and the importation of Indian saltpetre 
to be necessary. But the importation of silks and of Bengals, 
as shawls were then called, was pronounced to be a curse to 
the country. The effect of the growing taste 
frippery was that our gold and silver went abroad, and that 
much excellent English drapery lay in our warehouses till it 
was devoured by the moths. Those, it was said, were happy 
days for the inhabitants both of our pasture lands and of our 
manufacturing towns, when every gown, every waistcoat, 
every bed was made of materials which our own flocks had 
furnished to our own looms. Where were now the brave old 
hangiiigs of arras which had adorned the walls of lordly 
mansions in the time of Elizabeth ? And was it not a shame 
to see a gentleman, whose ancestors had worn nothing but 
stuffs made by English workmen out of English fleeces, 
flaunting in a calico* shirt and a pair of silk stockings from 
Moorshedahad ? Clamours such as these had, a few years 
before, extorted from Parliament the Act which required 
that the dead should be wrapped in woollen; and some 
“ sanguine clothiers hoped that the legislature would, by ex- 
■ eluding all Indian textures from our ports, impose the same 
necessity on the living.^* 

But this feeling was confined to a minority. The public 
was, indeed, inclined rather to overrate than to underrate 
the benefits which might he derived by England from the 
Indian trade. What was the most effectual mode of extend- 
ing that trade wa^ a question which excited general interest, 
and which was answered in very different ways. 

A small party, consisting chiefly of merchants resident at 
Bristol and other provincial seaports, maintained that the 
best way to extend trade was to leave it free. They urged 
the well known arguments which prove that monopoly is “ 
injurious to commerce; and, having folly established the 
general law, they asked why the commerce between England 
and India was to be considered as an exception to that law. 
Any trader ought, they said, to he permitted to send from 
any port in the kingdom a cargo to Surat or Canton a.s 
freely as he now sent a cargo to Hamburg or Lisbon, t In our 

^ Discourse concerning the East India the same effect -will he found in the 
Trade, showing it to be unprofitable to Journals of the House of Commons. 
the Kingdom, by Mr. Cary ; Pierce But- f Eeasous against establishing a,n Enst"^'^^ 

ler’s Tale, representing the State of the India Company with a Joint Stock, ox- 
Wool Case, or the East India Trade, elusive to all others, 1691. 
truly stated, 1601. Several petitions to 
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time tliese doctrines may probabl j be considered, not only as 
sound, but as trite and obvious. Intbe seventeentli century, 
however,, tliey were tbougtt paradoxical. It was then gene- 
rally held to be an almost selfevident truth, that our trade 
At" with the countries lying beyond the Gape of Good Hope 
could be advantageously carried on only by means of a great 
Joint Stock Company. There was no analogy, it was said, 
between our European trade and our Indian, trade. Our 
government had diplomatic relations with the Europeoai 
States. If necessary, a maritime force could easily be sent 
from hence to the mouth of the Elbe or of the Tagus. But 
che English Kings had no envoy at the Court of Agra or 
Pekin. There was seldom a single English man of war 
within ten thousand miles of the Bay of Bengal or of the 
Gnlf of Siam. As our merchants could not, in those remote 
seas, be protected by their Soveioign, they must protect 
themselves, and must, for that end, exercise some of the 
rights of sovereignty. They must have forts, garrisons, and 
armed ships. They must have power to send and receive 
embassies, to make a treaty of alliance with one Asiatic 
prince, to wage war on another. It was evidently impossible 
that every merchant should have this power independently of 
rest. The merchants trading to India must therefore be 
1 joined together in a corporation which could act as one man. 

I In support of these arguments the example of the Butch was 
I cited, and was generally considered as decisive. Eor in that 
' age the immense prosperity of Holland was everywhere re- 
garded with admiration, not the less earnest because it was 
largely mingled with envy and hatred. In all that related to 
trade, her statesmen were considered as oracles, and her in- 
3 ', stitutions as models. 

The great majority, therefore, of those who assailed the 
Company assailed it, not because it traded on joint funds and 
possessed exclusive privileges, but because it was ruled by 
one man, and because his i-ule had been mischievous to tlie 
public, and beneficial only to himself and his creaturps. The 
obvious remedy, it was said, for the evils which his malad- 
ministration had produced was to transfer the monopoly to a 
new corporation so constituted as to be in no danger of fall- 
ing under the dominion either of a despot or of a na^irow 
, , oligarchy. Many persons who were desirous to be members 
such a corporation formed themselves into a society, 
signed an engagement, a,nd entrusted the care of their in- 
terests to a committee which contained some of the chief 
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traders of the City. This society, though it had, in the eye 
of the law, no personality, was early designated, in popular 
speech, as the New Company 5 and the hostilities between the 
New Company and the Old Company soon cansed almost as 
mnch excitement and anxiety, at least in that busy hive of " m! 
which the Eoyal Exchange was the centre, as the hostilities 
between the AUies and the French King. The head( 3 [mrters of 
the yoxmger association were in Dowgate : the SMnners lent 
their stately haE; and the meetings were held in a parlour 
renowned for the fragrance which exhaled from a magnificent 
wainscot of cedar,’^ 

WhEe the contention was hottest, important news arrived 
from India, and was annonnced in the London Grazette as in 
the highest degree satisfactory. Peace had been concluded 
between the Great Mogul and the English. That mighty 
potentate had not only withdrawn his troops from the 
factories, but had bestowed on the Company privileges such 
as it had never before enjoyed. Soon, however, appeared 
a very different version of the story,' The enemies of Child 
had, before this time, aecnsed him of systematicaEy publish- 
ing false intelligence. He had now, they said, outlied him- 
self. They had obtained a true copy of the Firman which 
had put an end to the war; and they printed a translation - 
of it. It appeared that Aurengzebe had contemptuously 
granted to the English, in consideration of their penitence 
and of a large tribute, his forgiveness for their past delin- 
quency, had charged them to behave themselves better for the 
future, and had, in the tone of a master, laid on them his 
commands to remove the principal offender, Sir John ChEd, 
from power and trust. The death of Sir John occurred so 
seasonably that these commands coiEd not be obeyed. But 
it was only too evident that the pacification which the rulers, ^ 
of the India House had represented as advantageous and ' 
honourable had reaEy been effected on terms disgracefiE to 
the English name.f 

During the summer of 1691, the conWversy which raged on 
this subject between the Leadenhall Street Company and the 
Dowgate Company kept the City in constant agitation. In 
the autumn, the ParEament had no sooner met than both the 
contending parties presented petitions to the House of Com- 

* The engagement was printed, and f London Gazette, May 11. 1691, 
has been several times reprinted. As to White’s Account of the East Indij?^ 
Skinner’s Hall, see Seymoxir’s Histoiy of Trade, 
liondon, 1734. 
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moiis.^ Tlie petitions were immediately taken into serions CHAP, 
consideration^ and resolntions of grave importance were 
passed. Tlie Erst resolution was tkat tlie trade witk the 
East Indies was beneficial to tke kingdom : tbe second was 
that the trade with the East Indies would be best carried 
on by a joint stock company possessed of exclusive privi- 
leges.f It was plain, therefore/ that neither those manu- 
facturers who wished to proMbit the trade, nor those 
merchants at the outports who wished to throw it open, 

. had the smallest chance of attaining their objects. The 
only question left was the questioir between the Old and the 
/hTew Company. Seventeen years elapsed before that question 
ceased to disturb both political and commercial circles. It 
was fatal to the honour and power of one great minister, and 
to the peace and prosperity of many private families. The 
tracts which the rival bodies put forth against each other 
were innninerable. If the drama of that age may be trusted, 
the feud between the India House and Skinners’ Hall was 
sometimes as serious an impediment to the course of true 
love in London as the feud of the Capulets and Montagues 
had been at Yerona.f Which of the two contending parties 
was the stronger it is not easy to say. The Hew Company 
- was supported by the Wlrigs, the Old Company by the Tories. 

The Hew Company was popular : for it promised largely, and 
could not yet he accused of having broken its promises : it 
made no dividends, and therefore was not envied : it had no 
power to oppress, and had therefore been guilty of no oppres- 
sion. The Old Company, though generally regarded with 
little favour by the public, had the immense advantage of 
being in possession, and of having only to stand on the 
defensive. The bnrden of framing a plan for the regulation 
of the India Trade, and of proving that plan to be better than 
the |>hin hitherto followed, lay on the Hew Company. The 
Old Company had merely to find objections to every change 
that was proposed j and such objections there was little difii- 
culty in finding. The members of the Hew Company were 
ill provided with the means of purchasing support at Court 
and in Parliament. Tliay bad no corporate existence, no 
common treasury. If any of them gave a bribe, he gave it 
ont of his own pocket, with little chance of being reimbursed. 

^ Commons’ Journals, Oct. 28, 1691. danglitor thus : TIiou hast been bred 

f Ibid. Oct. 29. 1691. up like a virtuous and a sober maiden ; 

I Kowo in tlio Biter, which w’as and wouldest thou titke the part of a 
damned, and deserved to be so, intro- profane wretch who sold his stock out cf 
duced an old gentleman haranguing his the Old East India Company?” 
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But tlie Old Company, thoiigli surrounded by dangers, still 
lield its exclusive privileges, and still made its enormous 
profits. Its stock bad indeed gone down greatly in value 
since tfie golden days of Charles the Second : but a hundred 
pounds still sold for a hundred and twenty-two.'^' After a ? 
large dividend had been paid to the proprietors, a surplus 
remained amply sufficient, in those days, to corrupt half a 
cabinet ; and this surplus was absolutely at the disposal of 
one able, determined, and unscrupulous man, who maintained 
the fight with wonderfiil art and pertinacity. 

The majority of the Commons wished to effect a compro- 
mise, to retain the Old Company, but to remodel it, and to^ 
incorporate with it the members of the New Company. With 
this view it was, after long and vehement debates and close 
divisions, resolved that the capital should be increased to a 
million and a half. In order to prevent a single person or a 
small junto from domineering over the whole society, it was 
determined that five thousand pounds of stock should be the 
largest quantity that any single proprietor could hold, and 
that those who held more should be required to sell the over- 
plus at any price not below par. In return for the exclusive 
privilege of trading to the Eastern seas, the Company was to 
be required to furnish annually five hundred tons of saltpetre ^ 
to the Crown at a low price, and to export annually English ^ 
manufactures to the value of two hundred thousand pounds, f 

A bill founded on these resolutions was brought in, read 
twice, and committed, but was suffered to drop in conse- 
quence of the positive refusal of Child and his associates to 
accept the offered terms. He objected to every part of the 
plan ; and his objections are highly curious and amusing. 

The great monopolist took his stand on the princii)les of free 
trade. In a luminous and powerfully mitten paper he ex- . 
posed the absurdity of the expedients which the House of # 
Commons had devised. To limit the amount of stock which 
might stand in a single name would, he said, be most unrea- 
sonable. Surely a proprietor whose whole fortune was staked 
on the success of the Indian trade was far more likely to 
exert all his faculties vigorously for the promotion of that 
trade than a proprietor who had risked only what it would 
be no great disaster to lose. The demand that saltpetre 
should be furnished to the Crown for a fixed sum Child met ^ 

* Hop to tlie States Oeneral, warmth of the debates; Nov. 1691. 

‘ ' See the Commons’ Journals, Dec. 17. 

t Hop mentions the len^h and 
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by those arguments, familiar to onr generation, which prove 
that prices should be leffc to settle themselves. To the de- 
iiiaiid that the Company should bind itself to export aminally 
two hundred thousand pounds’ worth of English manufac- 
tures he very properly rej^lied that the Company would most 
gladly export two millions’ worth if the market required such 
a supply, and that, if the market were overstocked, it would 
be mere folly to send good cloth half round the world to be 
eaten by white ants. It was never, he declared with much 
spirit, found politic to put trade into Straitlaced bodices, 
which, instead of making it grow upright and thrive, must 
either kill it' or' force it awry. 

The Commons, irritated by Child’s obstinacy, presented mi 
address requesting the King to dissolve the Old Company, 
and to grant a charter to a new Company on such terms as 
to His Majesty’s wisdom might seem lit.* It is plainly 
implied in the terms of this address that the Commons 
thought the King constitutionally competent to grant an 
exclusive privilege of trading to the East Indies. 

The King replied that the subject was most important, 
that he would consider it maturely, and that he would, at a 
future time, give the House a more precise answer, t In 
Parliament nothing more was said on the subject during that 
session; but out of Parliament the war was fiercer than ever; 
and the belligerents were by no means scrupulous about the 
means which they employed. The chief weapons of the New 
Company were libels : the chief weapons of the Old Company 
were bribes. 

In the same week in which the hill for the regulation of 
the Indian trade was suffered to drop, another bill, which 
had produced great excitement and had called forth an 
almost luiprecedented display of parliamentary ability, under- 
went the same fete. , 

During the eight years which preceded the Eevolution, 
the Whigs had complained bitterly, and not more bitterly 
than justly, of the hard measure dealt out to persons accused 
of political offences. Was it not monstrous, they asked, that 
a culprit should be denied a sight of his indictment ? Often 
an unliappy prisoner had not known of what he was accused 
till he had held up his hand at the bar. The crime imputed 
'to him might be plotting to shoot the King; it might be 
plotting to poison the King. The more innocent the de- 

^ Commons^ Journals, Fek 4. and 6. 1$91. f Il>i4 Feb. 11. 1691. 
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fendant was, tlie less likely lie was to guess tlie nature of tlie 
cliarge on wMcli lie was to be tried ; and liow could lie have 
evidence ready to rebut a cliarge tbe nature of wMcblie conld 
not guess ? Tbe Crown bad power to compel tbe attendance 
of witnesses. Tbe prisoner bad no sncb power. If witnesses * 
Tolnntarily came forward to speak in bis favour, tbey could 
not be sworn. Tbeir testimony tberefore made less im- , 
pression on a jury than tbe testimony of tbe witnesses for tbe 
prosecution, whose veracity was guaranteed by tbe most 
solemn sanctions of law and of religion. Tbe juries, care- 
fally selected by Sheriffs whom the government bad named, 
were men animated by tbe fiercest party spirit, men who bad 
as bttle tenderness for an Bxclusionist or a Dissenter as for a 
mad dog. The Crown was served by a band of able, ox- , 
perienced, and unprincipled lawyers, who could, by merely 
glancing over a brief, distinguish every weak and every 
strong point of a case, whose presence of mind never failed 
them, whose flow of speech was inexhaustible, and who bad 
passed their lives in dressing up tbe worse reason so as to 
make it appear the better. Was it not horrible to see three 
or four of these shrewd, learned, and callous orators arrayed 
against one poor wretch who bad never in bis life uttered a 
word in public, who was ignorant of tbe legal definition of ^ 
treason and of tbe first principles of tbe law of evidence, and 
whose intellect, unequal at best to a fencing match with pro- 
fessional gladiators, was confused by tbe near prospect of a 
cruel and ignominious death 9 Such however was tbe rule 5 
and even for a man so much stupefied by sickness that be 
could not hold up bis band or make bis voice beard, even for 
a poor old woman who understood nothing of what was pass- 
ing except that she was going to be roasted alive for doing 
an act of charity, no advocate was suffered to utter a word, 
That a State trial so conducted was little better than a 
judicial murder bad been, during the proscription of tbe 
Whig party, a fundamental article of tbe Whig creed. Tbe 
Tories, on the other band, tbougb tbey could not deny that 
there bad been some bard cases, maintained that, on tbe 
whole, substantial justice had been done. Perhaps a few 
seditious persons who bad gone very near to the frontier of 
treason, but bad not actually passed that frontier, might have 
suffered as traitors. But was that a sufficient reason for en-^< 
abling tbe chiefs of tbe Rye House Plot and of tbe Western In 
surreetion to elude, by mere chicanery, tbe punishment of their 
guilt ? On what principle was tbe traitor to have chances of 
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escape wMcli were not allowed to tlie felon ? Tlie cnlprit wlio 
was accused of larceny was subject to all tbe same disadvan- 
tages wbicli;, in tbe ease of regicides and rebels^ were tbougbt 
^. so unjust ; yet nobody pitied Hm. Nobody thought it mon- 
strous tbat he should not have time to study a copy of his 
indictment^ that his witnesses should be examined without 
being sworn^ that he should be left to defend himself^ with- 
out the help of counsel, against the most crafty veteran of 
the Old Bailey bar. The Whigs, it seemed, reserved all their 
compassion for those crimes which subvert government and 
dissolve the whole frame of human society. Guy Baux was 
to be treated with an indulgence which was not to be ex- 
tended to a shoplifter. Bradshaw was to have privileges 
% which were refused to a boy who had robbed a henroost. 

The Eevolution produced, as was natural, some change in 
the sentiments of both the great pai'ties. In the days when 
none but Roundheads and Nonconformists were accused of 
treason, even the most humane and npright Cavaliers were 
disposed to think that the laws which were the safeguards of 
the throne could hardly be too severe. But, as soon as loyal 
Tory gentlemen and venerable fathers of the Church were in 
danger of being called in question for corresponding with 
^"^aint Germains, a new light flashed on many understandings 
which had been nnable to discover the smallest injustice in 
the proceedings against Algernon Sidney and Alice Lisle. It 
was no longer thought utterly absurd to maintain that some 
advantages which were withheld from a man accused of 
felony might reasonably be allowed to a man accused of 
treason. What probability was there that any sheriff would 
pack a jury, that any barrister would employ all the a.rts of 
sophistry and rhetoric, that any judge would strain law and 
^misrepresent evidence, in order to convict an innocent person 
of burglary or sheepstealing? But on a trial for high treason 
a verdict of acquittal must always be considered as a defeat 
of the government ; and there was but too much reason to 
fear that many sheriffs, barristers, and judges might be im- 
pelled by party spirit, or by some baser motive, to do any- 
thing which might save the government from the incon- 
venience and shame of a defeat. The cry of the whole body 
of Tories now was that the . lives of good Englishmen, who 
^happened to be obnoxious to the ruling powers were not 
sufficiently protected j and this cry was swelled by the voices 
of some lawyers who had distinguished themselves by the 
malignant zeal and dishonest ingenuity with which they had 
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conducted State prosecutions in tlie days of diaries and 
James.- , 

The feeling of the Whigs, though it had not, like the 
feeling of the Tories, undergone a complete change, was yet 
not quite what it had been. Some, who had thought it most 
unjust that Russell should have no counsel and that Cornish 
should have no copy of his indictment, now began to mutter 
that the times had changed; that the dangers of the State 
were extreme; that Hberty, property, religion, national in- 
dependence, were all at stake ; that many Englishmen were 
engaged in schemes of which the object was to make England 
the slave of France and of Rome ; and that it would be most 
unwise to relax, at such a moment, the laws against political 
offences. It was true that the injustice, with which, in 
late reigns, State trials had been conducted, had given great * 
scandal. But this injustice was to be ascribed to the bad 
kings and bad judges with whom the nation had been cursed. 
William was now on the throne : Holt was seated for life on 
the bench; and William would never exact, nor would Holt 
ever perform, services so shameful and wicked as those for 
which the banished tyrant had rewarded Jeffreys with riches 
and titles. This language however was at first held but by few. 

The Whigs, as a iDarty, seem to have felt that they could not^sfc 
honourably defend, in the season of their prosperity, what, in^" 
the time of their adversity, they had always designated as a 
cr3ring grievance. A bill for regulating trials in cases of high 
treason was brought into the House of Commons, and was 
received with general aj)planse, Treby had the courage to 
make some objections ; but no division took place. The chief 
enactments were that no person should be convicted of high 
treason committed more than three years before the indict- 
ment was found ; that every person indicted for high treason; # 
should be allowed to avail himself of the assistance of counsel, V 
and should be furnished, ten days before the trial, with a copy 
of the indictment, and with a list of the freeholders from 
among whom the jury was to be taken; that his witnesses 
should be sworn, and that they should be cited by the same 
process by which the attendance of the witnesses against him 
was secured. 

The Bill went to the Upper House, and came back with an ; 
important amendment. The Lords had long complained of 
the anomalous and iniquitous constitution of that tribiuial "i 
which had jurisdiction over them in cases of life and death. ^ 
When a grand jury has found a bill of indictment against a 
temporal peer for any offence higher than a niisdoineanonr, 
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fclie Crown appoints a Lord High. Steward; and in tlie Lord 
Higli Steward’s Court tlie case is tried. TMs Court was 
anciently composed in two very different ways. It consisted, 
if Parliament happened to be sitting, of all tbe members of 
the Upper House. When Parliament was not sitting, the 
Lord High Steward summoned any twelve or more peers at 
his discretion to form a Jury. The consequence was that a 
peer accused of high treason during a recess was tried by a 
jury which his prosecutors had packed. The Lords now de- 
manded that, during a recess as well as during a session, 
every peer accused of high treason should be tried by the 
whole body of the peerage. 

The demand was resisted by the House of Commons with a 
I vehemence and obstinacy which men of the present genera- 
tion may find it difficult to understand. The truth is that 
some invidious privileges of peerage which have since been 
abolished, and others which have since fallen into entii’e 
desuetude, were then in foil force and were daily used. Ho 
gentleman who had had a dispute with a nobleman could 
think, without indignation, of the advantages enjoyed by 
the favoured caste. If His Lordship were sued at law, his 
j3rivilege enabled him to impede the course of justice. If‘ a 
rude word were spoken of him, such a word as he might him- 
self utter with perfect impunity, he might vindicate his in- 
sulted dignity both by civil and criminal proceedings. If a 
barrister, in the discharge of his duty to a client, spoke with 
severity of the conduct of a noble seducer, if an honest squire 
on the racecourse applied the proper epithets to the tricks of 
a noble swindler, the affronted patrician had only to complain 
to the proud and powerful body of which he was a member. 
His brethren made his cause their own. The ofiender was 
% taken into custody by Black Rod, brought to the bar, flung 
/ into prison, and kept there till he was glad to obtain forgive- 
ness by the most degrading submissions. Hothing could 
therefore be more natural than that an attempt of the Peers 
to obtain any new advantage for their order should be re- 
garded by the Commons with extreme jealousy. There is 
strong reason to suspect that some .able' Whig politicians, 
who thought it dangerous to relax, at that moment, the laws 
against political offences, but who could not, without in- 
^^jCuiTing the charge of inconsistency, declare themselves ad- 
' verse to any relaxation, had conceived a hope that they might, 
by fomenting the dispute about the Court 'of the Lord High 
Steward, defer for at least a year the passing of a bill which 
they disliked, and yet coolcl not decently oppose. If this 
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really was their plan, it succeeded perfectly. The Lower 
House rejected the amendment ; the Upper House persisted ; 
a free conference was held; and the question was argued 
with great force and ingenuity on both sides. 

The reasons in favour of the amendment are obvious, and 
indeed at first sight seem unanswerable. It was surely 
dififi-cult to defend a system under which the Sovereign nomi- 
nated a conclave of his own creatures to decide the fate of 
men whom he regarded as his mortal enemies. And could 
anything be more absurd than that a nobleman accused of 
high treason should be entitled to be tried by the whole 
body of his peers if his indictment happened to be brought 
into the House of Lords the minute before a prorogation, 
but that, if the indictment arrived a miaut§ after the proro-,^ 
gation, he should be at the mercy of a small junto named by * 
the very authority which prosecuted him P That anything 
could have been said on the other side seems strange ; hut 
those who managed the conference for the Commons were 
not ordinary men, and seem on this occasion to have put 
forth all their powers. Conspicuous among them was Charles 
Montague, who was rapidly rising to the highest rank among 
the orators of that age. To him the lead seems on this 
occasion to have been left ; and to his pen we owe an account 
of the discussion, which gives an excellent notion of his 
talents for debate. We have framed, — such was in sub- 
stance his reasoning, — ^^we have framed a law which has in 
it nothing exclusive, a law which will be a blessing to every 
class, from the highest to the lowest. Tlie new securities, 
which we propose to give to innocence oppressed by power, 
are common between the premier peer and the humblest day 
labourer. The clause which establishes a time of limitation 
for prosecutions protects us all alike. To every Englishman % 
accused of the highest crime against the state, whatever be’ - 
his rank, we give the privilege of seeing his indictment, the 
privilege of being defended by counsel, the privilege of having 
Ills witnesses summoned by a writ of subpoena and sworn on 
the Holy Gospels. Such is the bill which we sent up to your 
Lordships, and you return it to us with a clause of which the 
efiect is to give certain , advantages to your noble order at the 
expense of the ancient prerogatives of the Crown. Surely 
before we consent to take away from the King any power, 
which Ms predecessors have possessed for ages, and to give 
it to your LordsMps, we ought to be satisfied that you are 
more likely to use it well than he. Something we must risk; 
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Bomebody we and since we are forced^ mncli 

against our will, to institute wliat is necessarily an invidious 
comparison^ we must own ourselves unable to discover any 
reason for believing that a prince is less to be trusted tban 
an aristocracy. Is it reasonable^ yon ast, that yon should 
be tried for yonr lives before a few members of your House, 
selected by the Crown? Is it reasonable, we ask in our 
turn, that yon should have the privilege of being tried by aU 
the members of your House, that is to say, by yonr brothers, 
yonr uncles, yonr first consins, your second cousins, your 
fathers in law, your brothers in law, your most intimate 
friends ? You marry so much into each other’s families, yon 
live so much in each other’s society, that there is scarcely a 
nobleman who is not connected by consanguinity or affinity 
with several others, and who is not on terms of friendship 
with several more. There have been great men whose death 
put a thfrd or fourth part of the baronage of England into 
mourning. Hor is there much danger that even those peers 
who may be unconnected with an accused lord will be dis- 
posed to send him to the block if they can with decency say 
Wot Guilty, upon my honour/ For the ignominious death 
of a single member 'of a small aristocratical body necessarily 
leaves a stain on the reputation of his fallows. If,* indeed, 
yonr Lordships proposed that every one of yonr body should 
be compelled to attend and vote, the Crown might have some 
chance of obtaining justice against a guilty peer, however 
strongly connected. But you propose that attendance shall 
be voluntary. Is it possible to doubt what the consequence 
will be ? All the prisoner’s relations and friends will be in 
their places ho vote for him. Good nature and the fear of 
making powerful enemies will keep away many who, if they 
voted at all, would be forced by conscience and honour to 
vote against him. The new system which you propose 
would therefore evidently be unfair to the Crown; and you 
do not show any reason for believing that the old system 
has been found in practice unfair to yourselves. We may 
confidently affirm that, even under a government less just 
and mercifurthaii that under which we have the happiness 
to live, an innocent peer has little to fear from any set of 
peers that can be brought together in. Westminster Hall to 
try him. How stands the fact? In what single case has a 
guiltless head falen by the verdict of this packed jury? It 
would be easy to make out a long list of squires, merchants, 
lawyers, surgeons, yeomen, artisans, ploughmen, whose blood. 
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barbarously slied during tlie late eyil times^ cries for ren- 
geance to lieaven. But -wliat single member of your Honse^ 
in our days, or in the days of our fathers, or in the days of 
our grandfathers, suffered death unjustly by sentence of the 
Court of the Lord High Steward P Hundreds of the common 
people were sent to the gallows by common juries for the 
Eye House Plot and the Western Insurrection. One peer, 
and one alone, my Lord Delamere, was brought at that time 
before the Court of the Lord High Steward ; and he was 
acquitted. You say that the evidence against him was 
legally insufficient. Be it so. But so was the evidence 
against Sidney, against Cornish, agaiust Alice Lisle ,* yet it 
sufficed to destroy them. You say that the peers before 
whom my Lord Delamere was brought were selected ‘with 
shameless unfairness by King James and by Jeffi:eys. Be it 
so. But this only proves that, under the worst possible 
King, and under the worst possible High Steward, a lord 
tried by lords has a better chance for life than a commoner 
who puts himself on his country. We cannot, therefore, 
under the mild government which we now possess, feel much 
apprehension for the safety of any innocent peer. Would 
that we felt as little apprehension for the safety of that 
government 1 But it is notorious that the settlement with 
which our liberties are inseparably bound up, is attached at 
once by foreign and by domestic enemies. We cannot con- 
sent, at such a crisis, to relax the restraints which have, it 
may well be feared, already proved too feeble to prevent 
some men of high rank from plotting the ruin of their 
country. To sum up the whole, what is asked of ns is that 
we will consent to transfer a certain power from their Majes- 
ties to your Lordships. Our answer is, that at this time, in 
our opinion, their Majesties have not too much power, and 
your Lordships have quite power enough. 

These arguments, though eminently ingenious, and not 
without real force, failed to convince the Upper House. The 
Lords insisted that every peer should be entitled to be a Trier. 
The Commons were with difficulty induced to consent tha,t 
the number of Triers should never be less than thirty-six, and 
positively refused to make any further concession. The bill 
was therefore suffered to drop.*^ 


* The History of this hill is to he 
collected from the hill itself, which is 
among the archives of the Upper House, 
from the Journals of the two Houses 
during Noveinher and December 1690^ 


and January 1691; particularly from 
the Commons’ Journals of December 11. 
and January 13. and 25., and the Lords’ 
Journals of January 20, and 28. See also 
Grey’s Debates, 
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certain that those who in the conference on this hill 
represented the Cominons did not exaggerate the dangers to 
■ which the gOTernment was exposed. While the constitntion 
^ of the Court which was to try peers for treason was tinder 
discussion, a treason planned with rare sMll by a peer was all 
but carried into execution. 

Marlborough had never ceased to assure the Court of Saint 
Germains that the great crime which he had committed was 
constantly present to his thoughts, and that he lived only for 
the purpose of repentance and reparation. Hot only had he 
been himself converted : he had also converted the Princess 
Anne. Ill 1688, the Churchills had, with little difidculty, 
induced her to fly from her father’s palace. In 1691, they, 
3 with as little difficulty, induced her to copy out and sign a 
letter expressing her deep concern for his misfortunes and 
her earnest wish to atone for her breach of duty.'^' At the same 
time Marlborough held out hopes that it might be in his power 
to effect the restoration of his old master in the best j) 0 ssible 
way, without the helj) of a single foreign soldier or sailor, by the 
votes of the English Lords and Commons, and by the support 
of the English army. W‘e are not fully informed as to all the 
details of his plan. But the outline is Imown to us from a most 
interesting paper written by James, of which one copy is in 
the Bodleian Library, and another among the archives of the 
French Foreign Office. 

The jealousy with which the English regarded the Dutch 
was at this time intense. There had never been a hearty friend- 
ship between the nations. They were indeed near of Mn to 
each other. They spoke two dialects of one widespread lan- 
guage. Both boasted of their political freedom. Both were 
attached to the reformed faith. Both were threatened by 
^ the same enemy, and could be safe only while they were 
united. Yet there was no cordial feeling between them. 
They would probably have loved each other more, if they had, 
in some respects, resembled each other less. They were the 
two great commercial nations, the two great maritime nations. 
In every sea their flags were found together, in the Baltic and 
in the Mediterranean, in the Gulf of Mexico and in the Straits 
of Malacca. Everywhere the merchant of London and the 
merchant of Amsterdam were trying to forestall each other 
and to undersell each other. In Europe the contest was not 
sanguinary. But too often in barbarous countries, where 
there was no law but force, the competitors had met, burning 

^ The letter, dated December 1. 1691, is in the Life of James, ii. 477. 


CHAP. 

XVIIL^.' 


Plot 

formed hj 
Marl- 
borotigh 
against the 
govern- 
ment of 
■WiUiam. 


HisTOEY OF majjAmy. 


with cupidity, burning with animosity, armed for battle, each 
suspecting the other of hostile designs, and each resolved to 
give the other no advantage. In such circumstances it is not 
strange that many violent and cruel acts should have been per-^ 
petrated. What had been done in those distant regions could 
seldom be exactly known in Europe. Everything was exagger- 
ated and distorted by vague report and by national prejudice. 
Here it was the popular belief that the English were always 
blameless, and that every quarrel was to be ascribed to the 
avarice and inhumanity of the Dutch. Lamentable events 
which had taken place in the Spice Islands were brought on 
our stage. The Englishmen were all saints and heroes j the 
Dutchmen all fiends in human shape, lying, robbing, ravish- 
ing, murdering, torturing. The angry passions indicated by 
these representations had more than once found vent in war. 
Thrice in the lifetime of one generation the two nations had 
contended, with equal courage and with various success, for 
the sovereignty of the Ocean. The tyranny of James, as it 
had reconciled Tories to Whigs, and Churchmen to Noncon- 
formists, had also reconciled the English to the Dutch. While 
our ancestors were looking to the Hague for deliverance, the 
massacre of Amboyna and the great humiliation of Chaiham 
had seemed to be forgotten. But since the Eevoliition the 
old feeling had revived. Though England and Holland were 
now closely bound together by treaty, they were as far as ever 
from being bound together by affection. Once, just after the 
battle of Beachy Head, our countrymen had seemed disposed 
to be just: but a violent reaction had speedily foUow’^ed. Tor- 
rington, who deserved to be shot, became a popular favourite ; 
and the allies whom he had shamefully abandoned were ac- 
cused of persecuting himwithout a cause. The partiality shown 
by the King to the companions of his youth was the favourite 
theme of the sowers of sedition. The most lucrative posts in 
his household, it was said, were held by Dutchmen: the 
House of Lords was fast fiUiiig with Dutchmen : the finest 
manors of the Cro-wii were given to Dutchmen : the army was 
commanded by Dutchmen. That it would have been wise in 
Williani to exhibit somewhat less obtrusively his laudable 
fondness for his native country, and to remunerate liis early 
friends somewhat more sparingly is perfectly true. But it 
win not be easy to prove that, on any important occasion 
during his whole reign, he sacrificed the interests of our 
island to the mterests of the United Provinces. The Eng- 
lish, however, were on this subject prone to fits of jealousy 
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wHcB. made tHem quite incapable of Hstening to reason. One 
of tbe sharpest of those fits came on in the antnmn of 1691. 
The antipathy to the Dutch was at that time strong in all 
classes, and no where stronger than in the Parliament and in 
the army.* ; 

Of that antipathy Marlborough determined to avail himself 
for the purpose, as he assured James and James’s ■ adherents, 
of effecting a restoration. The temper of both Houses was, 
sacli that they might not improbably be induced by skilful 
management to present a joint address requesting that all 
foreigners might be dismissed from the service of their Majes- 
ties. Marlborough undertook to move such an address in the 
the Lords ; and there would have been no difficulty in finding 
some gentleman of great weight to make a similar motion in 
the Commons. 

If the address should be carried, what could William do ? 
Would he yield ? Would he discard all his dearest, his oldest, 
his most trusty friends ? It was hardly possible to believe 
that he would make so painfal, so humiliating, a concession. 
If he did not yield, there would he a rupture between him and 
the Parliament ; and the Parliament would be backed by the 
people. Even a King reigning by a hereditary title might 
well shrink from such a contest with the Estates of the Realm. 
But to a King whose title rested on a resolution of the Estates 
of the Realm such a contest must almost necessarily he fatal. 
The last hope of William would be in the army. The army 
Marlborough undertook to manage ; and it is highly probable 
that what he undertook he could have performed. His 
courage, his abilities, his noble and winning manners, the 
splendid success which had attended him on every occasion 
on which he had been in command, had made him, in spite of 
his sordid vices, a favourite with his hrethreh in arms. They 
were proud of having one countryman who had shown that he 
wanted nothing but opportunity to vie with the ablest Marshal 
of Prance. The Dutch were even more disliked by the Eng- 
lish troops than by the English nation generally. ' Had Marl- ’ 
borough, therefore, after securing the cooperation of some 
distinguished officers, presented himself at the critical moment 


^ Burnet, ii. 85, ; and Bnxnet MS. 

, HarL 6584. See also a memorial signed 
w ■ by Holmes, but consisting of intelligence 
furnished by Ferguson, among the ex- 
tracts from the Hairne Papers, printed 
by Macpherson. It bears date October 
1691. “ The Prince of Orange,” says 


Holmes, ** is mortally hated by the Eng 
lish. They see rery fairly that he hatli 
no lore for them ; neither doth he con- 
fide ill them, bnt all in his Butch 

It’s not doubted but the Parliament will 
not be for foreigners to ride them with a 
caveson.” 
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to those regiments wHcklie had led to victory in 
and in Ireland, had he called on them to rally round hini, to 
protect the Parliament, and to drive out the aliens, there in 
strong reason to think that the call would have been obeyed. 
He wonld then have had it in his power to Mfil the promises 
which he had so solemnly made to his old master. 

Of all the schemes ever formed for the restoration of 
James or of his descendants, this scheme promised the fair- 
est. That national pride, that hatred of arbitrary power, 
which had hitherto been on William’s side, wonld now be 
tamed against him. Hundreds of thousands, who wanld 
have pat their lives in jeopardy to prevent a Prench army 
from imposing a government on the English, would have 
felt no disposition to prevent an English army from driving 
out the Dutch. Even the Whigs could scarcely, without 
renouncing their old doctrines, support a prince who obsti- 
nately refused to comply with the general wish of his people 
signified to him by his Parliament. The plot looked well. 
An active canvass was made. Many members of the House 
of Commons, who did not at all suspect that there was any 
ulterior design, promised to vote against the foreigners. 
Marlborough was iadefatigable in inflaming the discontents, 
of the army. His house was constantly filled with officers 
who heated each other into fury by talking against the Dutch. 
But, before the preparations were complete, a strange suspi- 
cion rose in the minds of some of the Jacobites. That the 
author of this bold and artful scheme wished to pull down 
the existing government there could be Kttle doubt. But 
was it quite certain what government he meant to set up? 
Might he not depose William without restoring James ? 
Was it not possible that a man so wise, so aspiring, and so 
wicked, might be meditating a double treason, such as would 
have been thought a masterpiece of statecraft by the great 
Italian politicians of the fifteenth century, such as Borgia 
would have envied, such as Machiavel would have extolled to 
the skies ? "What if this consummate dissembler should 
cheat both the rival kings ? What if, when he found him- 
self commander of the army and protector of the Parlia- 
ment, he should proclaim Queen Anne? Was it not possible 
that the weary and harassed nation might gladly acquiesce 
in such a settlement? James was xmpopular because he was 
a Papist influenced by Popish priests. William was unpo- 
pular because he was a foreigner attached to foreign favour- 
ites. Anne was at once a Protestant and an Englishwoman. 
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Under lier goverimient tlie country would be in no danger of 
being overran eitber by Jesuits or by Dntclmien. Tbat SEarl- 
borongli bad tbe strongest motives for placing ber on tbe 
tbrone was evident. He could never, in tbe court of ber 
father, be more than a repentant criminal, whose services 
were overpaid by a pardon. In her court tbe husband of ber 
adored friend would be what Pepin Heristal and Charles 
Martel bad been to tbe CMlperics and Cbildeberts. He would 
be the chief director of tbe civil and military government. 
He would wield tbe whole power of England. He would 
bold the balance of Europe. Great kings and common- 
wealths would bid against each other for bis favour, and 
exhaust their treasuries in tbe vain hope of satiating bis 
avarice. The presumption was, therefore, that, if be bad 
the Engbsb crown in bis bands, he would put it on tbe bead 
of the Princess. *Wbat evidence there was to confirm this 
presumption is not known : but it is cei'tain tbat sometbing 
took place wliicb convinced some of tbe most devoted friends 
of tbe exiled family tbat be was meditating a second perfidy, 
surpassing even tbe feat which be bad performed at Salis- 
bury. They were afraid tbat if, at that moment, they suc- 
ceeded in getting rid of William, tbe situation of James 
would be more hopeless than ever. So fully were they per- 
suaded of tbe duplicity of their accomplice, that they not 
only refused to proceed further in tbe execution of tbe plan 
which be bad formed, but disclosed bis whole scheme to 
Portland. , 

William seems to have been alarmed and provoked by this 
intelbgence to a degree very unusual with him. In general 
be was indnlgent, nay, wilfully blind, to the baseness of tbe 
Engbsb statesmen whom be employed. He suspected, indeed 
be knew, tbat some of bis servants were in correspondence 
with bis competitor; and yet be did not punish them, did 
not disgrace them, did not even fi:own on them. He thought 
meanly, and be bad but too good reason for thinking meanly, 
of the whole of tbat breed of pubbc men wbicli the Eesto- 
ration bad formed and bad bequeathed to the Eevolutioii, 
He knew them too well to complain because be did not find 
in them veracity, fidelity, consistency, disinterestedness. Tbe 
very utmost that be expected from them was tbat they would 
serve him as far as they could serve him without serious 
danger to themselves. If be learned that, while sitting in 
Ms council and enriclied by bis boxmty, they were trying to 
make for themselves at Saint Germains an interest xvbicb 
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miglit be of use to tbem in tie event of a counterrevolution, 
lie was more inclined to bestow on tbem tbe contemptuous 
commendation wMcli was bestowed of old on tbe worldly 
wisdom of tbe unjust steward tban to call tbem to a severe 
account. But tbe crime of Marlborough was of a very dif- 
ferent bind. His treason was not that of a fainthearted man 
desirous to keep a retreat open for himself ui every event, 
but that of a man of dauntless courage, profound policy, and 
measureless ambition. WiUiam was not prone to fear; but, 
if there was any thing on earth that he feared, it was Marl- 
borough. To treat the criminal as he deserved was indeed 
impossible: for those by whom his designs had been made 
known to the government would never have consented to 
appear against him in the witness box. But to permit him 
to retain high command in that army which he was then 
engaged in seducing would have been madness. 

Late in the evening of the ninth of January the Queen 
had a painful explanation with the Princess Anne. Early 
the next morning Marlborough was informed that their 
Majesties had no further occasion for his services, and that 
he must not presume to appear in the royal presence. He 
had been loaded with honours, and with what he loved better, 
riches. All was at once taken away. 

The real history of these events was known to very few. 
Evelyn, who had in general excellent sources of information, 
believed that the corruption and extortion of which Marlbo- 
rough was notoriously guilty had roused the royal indigna- 
tion. The Dutch ministers could only tell the States General 
that six different stories were spread abroad by Marlborough’s 
enemies. Some said that he had indiscreetly suffered an 
important military secret to escape him ; some that he had 
spoken disrespectfully of their Majesties ; some that he had 
done ill offices between the Queen and the Princess ; some 
that he had been forming cabals m the army ; some that he 
had carried on an unauthorised correspondence with the 
Danish government about the general politics of Europe; 
and some that he had been trafficking with the agents of the 
Court of Saint Germains.* His friends contradicted every 
one of these tales, and affirmed that his only crime was his 
dislike of the foreigners who were lording it over his country- 
men, and that he had fallen a victim to the machinations of 
Portland, whom he was known to dislike, and whom he had not 

* Evelyn’s Diary, Jan. 24. ; Hop to States General, 169| ; Baden to States 
General, Eeb. , 
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very politely , described' as a wooden fellow. The mystery, ■ OHAP. 
which from the first overhung the story of MaiiborQiigfrs : XVlll. ^ 
disgrace, was darhened, after the lapse of fifty years, by the 
shameless mendacity of his widow.. The concise narrative,, 

^ of James dispels that mystery, and mates it clear, not .only , 
why Marlborough was disgraced, but .also- how several of , the 
re|)orts, about the- cause of his disgrace originated.* 

Though Wiliam assigned to the public no reason for ex- Eupture 
excising his undoubted prerogative by dismissing his servant, 

Anne had been informed of the truth 5 and it had been left Anne. 


1 || 
I 




* Tlie words of James are tliese; ttey 
were written in Koyember 1G92 ; — 

“ Mes amis, Tannee pass4e, aToient 
dessein de me rappelerpar le Parlement. 
La manik^e 4toit concertee ; et Milord 
Ciiiircliill devoit proposer dans le Parle- 
ment de eliasser tons les etraiigers tant 
des conseils et de Tarmie qiie dn roy- 
anme. Si le Prince d’ Orange aToit eon- 
senti a cette proposition, ils I’anroient en 
entre lenrs mains. S’il Tavoit refusee, il 
aiu’oit fait diclarer ie Parlement contre 
Ini ; et en im^me temps Milord Ghnreliill 
devoit se declarer avec rarm^e pour le 
Parlement ; et la fiotte devoit faire de 
m^me ; et I’on devoit me rappeler. L’on 
avoit commence d’agir dans ee pro- 
jet; et on avoit gagn4 un' gros parti, 
quand quelqnes fid Mes sujets indis crets, 
croyant me servir, et s’imaginant que so 
que Milord Clinreliill faisoit n’Moit pas 
pour moi, mais pour la Princesse de 
Danemarck, eurent Timprudence de dA 
couvrir le tout a Ben thing, et d4tour- 
nferent ainsile eonpy 

A translation of this most remarkable 
passage, which at once solves many in- 
teresting and perplexing problems, was 
published eighty years ago hy Maepher- 
son. But, strange to say, it attx’aeted no 
notice, and has never, as far as I know, 
been mentioned by any biographer of 
Marlborough. 

The narrative of James requires no 
confirmation ; but it is strongly confirmed 
by the Burnet MS. Harl. 6684. “ Marle- 
Inirroughy Burnet wrote in September 
1693, “ set himself to decry the King-s 
conduct and to lessen him in all 'his dis- 
courses, and to possess the English with 
an aversion to the Dutch, who, as he 
pretended, had a much larger share of 
the King’s favour and confidence than 
they,’^ — the English I suppose,— ■“ had. 
Tins was a point on which the English, 
who are too apt to despise all other na- 
tions, and to overvalue themselves, were 
easily enough inflamed. So it grew to 


be the universal subject of discourse, 
and was the constant entertainment at 
Mai^eburrough’s, where there was a con- 
stant randivous of the English officers.” 
About the dismission of Marlborough, 
Biumet wrote at the same time: “The 
King said to myself upon it that he had 
very good reason to believe that he had 
made his peace with King James, and 
was engaged in a correspondence with 
Prance- It is certain he was doing all 
he could to set on a faction in the army 
and the nation against the Dutch.” 

It is curious to compare this plain 
tale, told while the facts were recent, 
with the shxiffling narrative which Bur- 
net prepared for the public eye many 
years later, when Marlborough was 
closely^ united to the Whigs, and was 
rendering great and splendid services to 
the country. Burnet, ii. 90. 

The Duchess of Marlborough, in her 
Vindication, had the effrontery to declare 
that she “ eoxild never learn what cause 
the King assigned for his displeasure.” 
She suggests that Young’s forgery may 
have been the cause. Kow she must 
have known that Young’s forgery was 
not committed till some months after 
her husband’s disgrace. She was indeed 
lamentably deficient in memory, a faculty 
which is proverbially said to be neces- 
sary to persons of the class to which she 
belonged. Her own volume convicts her 
of falsehood. She gives a letter from 
Mary to Anne, in which Mary says, “ I 
need not repeat the cause my Lord Marl- 
borough has given the King to do what 
he has done.” These words plainly 
implythat Anne had been apprised of 
the cause. If she had not been apprised 
of the cause, would she not have said so 
in her answer ? But we have her answer : 
and it contains not a word on the subject. 
She was then apprised of the cause; and 
is it possible to believe that she kept it a 
secret from her adored Mrs. Freeman? 
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to her to judge wlietlier an officer who had heen guilty of a 
foul treason was a fit inmate of the palace* Three weeks 
passed. Lady Marlborongh still retained her post and her 
apartments at Whitehall. Her husband still resided with 
her ; and still the King and Queen gave no sign of displea- 
sure. At length the haughty and vindictive Countess^ em- 
boldened by their patience^ determined to brave them face to 
face, and accompanied her mistress one evening to the 
drawmgroom at Kensington, This was too much even for 
the gentle Mary. She would indeed have expressed her 
indiu'nation before the crowd which surrounded the card 
tables, had she not remembered that her sister was in a 
state which entitles women to peculiar indulgence. Kothing 
was said that night ; but on the following day a letter from 
the Queen was delivered to the Princess. Mary declared 
that she was unwilling to give pain to a sister whom she loved, 
and in whom she could easily pass over any ordinary fault ; 
but this was a serious matter. Lady Marlborough must be 
dismissed. While she lived at Whitehall her Lord would 
live there. Was it proper that a man in his situation should 
be suffered to make the palace of his injured master his 
home ? Yet so unwilling was His Majesty to deal severely with 
the worst offenders, that even this had been borne, and might 
have been borne longer, had not Anne brought the Countess 
to defy the King and Queen* in their own presence chamber. 

It was unkind,^^ Mary wrote, “ in a sister : it would have 
been uncivil in an equal; and I need not say that I have 
more to claim.^^ The Princess, in her answer, did not at- 
tempt to exculpate or excuse Marlborough, but expressed a 
firm conviction that his wife was innocent, and implored the 
Queen not to insist on so heartrending a separation. There 
is no misery,’^ Anne wrote, ^Hhat I cannot resolve to suffer 
rather than the thoughts of parting from her.” 

The Princess sent for her uncle Eochester, and implored 
him to carry her letter to Kensington and to be her advocate 
there. Eochester declined the office of messenger, and, 
though he tried to restore harmony between his kinswomen, 
was by no means disposed to j)lead the cause of the 
Churchills. He had indeed long seen with extreme uneasi- 
ness the absolute dominion exercised over his younger niece 
by that unprincipled pair. Anne’s expostulation was sent to 
the Queen by a servant. The only reply was a message from 
the Lord Chamberlain, Dorset, commanding Lady Marl- 
borough to leave the palace. Mrs. Morley would not be 
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separated from Mrs. Preeman* As to Mr. Morley^ all places 
wliere lie could have Ms three courses and Ms three bottles 
I were alike to him^ The Princess and her whole family 
therefore retired to Sion House, a villa belonging to the 
Duke of Somerset, and situated on the m argin of the Thames. 
I In London she occupied Berkeley House, which stood in 
Piccadilly, on the site now covered by Devonshire House.* 
j Her income was secured by Act of Parliament: but no 
punishment which it was in the power of the Grown to inflict 
^ on her was spared. Her guard of honour was taken away, 
i The foreign ministers ceased to wait upon her. When she 
went to Bath, the Secretary of State wrote to request the 
Mayor of that city not to receive her with the ceremonial 
with which royal visitors were usually welcomed. When 
' she attended divine service at St. James’s Church, she found 
: that the rector had been forbidden to show her the customary 

marks of respect, to bow to her from his pulpit, and to send 
a copy of his test to be laid on her cushion. Even the bell- 
man of Piccadilly, it was said, perhaps falsely, was ordered 
not to chant her praises in his doggrel verse under the 

windows of Berkeley House, t 

^ That Anne was in the wrong is clear ; but it is not equally 
clear that the King and Queen were in the right. They 
should have either dissembled their displeasure, or openly 
declared the true reasons for il. Unfortunately, they let 
everybody see the punishment, and they let scarcely any 
body know the provocation. They should have remembered 
that, in the absence of information about the cause of a 
quarrel, the public is naturally inclined to side with the 
weaker party, and that this inclination is likely to be peculiarly 
strong when a sister is, without any apparent reason, harshly 
4. treated hy a sister. They should have remembered, too, 

I that they were exposing to attack what was unfortunately 

the one vulnerable part of Mary’s character. A cruel fate 
[ had put enmity between her and her father. Her detractors 
pronounced her utterly destitute of natural affection; and 
even her eulogists, when they spoke of the way in wMch she 
had discharged the duties of the filial relation, were forced 



^ My aceoimt of these transactions I dication ; Dartmouth’s Kote on Burnet, 
have been forced to take from the narra- ii. 92, ; "Verses of the Night Bellman, of 
tiye of the Duchess of Marlhorough, a Piccadilly and nay Lord Nottingham’s 
narrative which is to be read with con- Order thereupon, 1691. There is a bitter 
■stant suspicion, except when, as is often lampoon on Lady Marlborough of the 
the ease, she relates some instance of same date, entitled the Universal Health, 
her own malignity and insolence. a true Union to the Queen and Princess, 

t Tile Duchess of Marlborough’s Yin- 
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CHAP, to speak in a subdued and apologetic tone. Ifotlimg there- 
XVIII. ^ fore could be more unfortunate than that she should a second 
time appear unmindM of the ties of consanguinity. She 
■was now at open war with both the two persons who were 
nearest to her in blood. Many, who thought that her con- 
duct towards her parent was justified by the extreme danger 
which had threatened her country and her religion/ were 
unable to defend her conduct towards her sister. While 
Mary, who was really guilty in this matter of nothing worse 
than imprudence, was regarded by the world as an oppressor, 

Anne, who was as culpable as her small faculties enabled her 
to be, assumed the interesting character of a meek, resigned, 
sufferer. In those private letters, indeed, to which the name 
of Morley was subscribed, the Princess expressed the senti- 
ments of a fury in the style of a fishwoman, railed savagely 
at the whole Dutch nation, and called her brother in law 
sometimes the abortion, sometimes the monster, sometimes 
Caliban,* But the nation heard nothing of her language 
and saw nothing of her deportment but what was decorous 
and submissive. The truth seems to have been that the 
rancorous and coarseminded Countess gave the tone to her 
Highness’s confidential correspondence, while the graceful, 
serene, and politic Earl was siiffered to prescribe the course 
which was to be taken before the public eye. During a short 
time the Queen was generally blamed. But the charm of 
her temper and manners was irresistible; and in a few 
months she regained the popularity which she had lost.f 
Fuller’® It was a most fortunate circumstance for Marlborough that 
just at the very time when ah London was talking about his 
disgrace, and trying to guess at the cause of the King’s 
sudden anger against one who had always seemed to be a 
favourite, an accusation of treason was brought by William ■ 

• Puller against many persons of high consideration, was -f 

strictly investigated, and was proved to be false and mali- i 

eious. The consequence was that the public, which rarely ^ 

discriminates nicely, could not, at that moment, be easily I 

brought to believe in the reality of any Jacobite conspiracy. 

That Puller’s plot is less celebrated than the Popish plot is j 

the fault rather of the historians than of Puller, who did all | 

that man conld do to secure an eminent place among villains. 

* It must not be supposed that Anne pest was then a favourite with the town, 
was a reader of Skakspeare. She had, no on account of the macMnery and the 
doubt, ofteu seen the Enchanted Island, decorations, 

That miserable nfadmmto of the Tern- f Burnet MS. Harl. 6584 . 
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' B ver j person well read in Mstorj must have observed that de- 
pravity has its temporary modes, which come in and go out 
like modes of dress and ■apholstery* It may be doubted 
whether, in our country, any man ever, before the year 1678, 
invented and related on oath a circumstantial history, alto- 
gether fictitious, of a treasonable plot, for the purpose of 
making himself important by destroying men who had given 
Mm no provocation. But in the year 1678 this execrable 
crime became the fashion, and continued to be so during the 
twenty years which followed. Preachers designated it as our 
peculiar national sin, and prophesied that it would draw on 
us some awful national judgment. Legislators proposed new 
punishments of terrible severity for this new atrocity.* It 
^ was not however found necessary to resort to those punish- 
ments. The fashion changed ; and during the last centnry 
and a half* there has perhaps not been a single instance of this 
particular kind of wickedness. 

The explanation is simple. Oates was the founder of a 
school. His success proved that no romance is too wild to be 
received with faith by understandings which fear and hatred 
have disordered. His slanders were monstrous : but they 
■ . were well timed : he spoke to a people made credulous by 
their passions; and thus, by impudent and cruel lying, he 
raised himself in a week from beggary and obscurity to luxury, 
renown, and power. He had once eked out the small tithes of 
a miserable vicarage by stealing the pigs and fowls of his pa- 
rishioners.f He was now lodged in a palace : he was followed 
by admiring crowds ; he had at his mercy the estates and lives 
of Howards and Herberts. A crowd of imitators instantly 
ap|)eared. It seemed that much more might be got, and that 
mnch less was risked, by testifying to an imaginary conspiracy 
than by robbing on the highway or clipping the coin. Accord- 
ingly the Bedloes, Dangerfields, Hugdales, Turberviles, made 
haste to transfer their indnstry to an employment at once more 
profitable and less perilous than any to which they were ac- 
eustoiiied. Till the dissolution of the Oxford Parliament, 
Popish plots were the chief manufacture. Then, during seven 
years, Whig plots were the only plots which paid. After the 
Eevoliition, Jacobite plots came in : but the public had become 
cautious; and, though the new false witnesses were in no re- 
spect less artful than their predecessors, they found much less 
encoui’ageinent. The history of the first great check given to 

^ The history of an ahortiye attempt in the Commons’ Journals of 169|. 
to legislate on this siihjcx’t -will he fonnd f North’s Examen. 
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the practices of this abandoned race of men well deserves to 
be circumstantially related. 

In 1689, and in the beginning of 1690, William Fuller had 
rendered to the government service such as the best govern- 
ments sometimes require, and such as none but the worst men 
ever perform. His useful treachery had been rewarded by his 
employers, as was meet, with money and with contempt. 
Their liberality enabled him to live during some months like 
a fine gentleman. He called himself a Colonel, hired ser- 
vants, clothed them in gorgeous liveries, bought fine horses, 
lodged in Pall Mall, and showed his brazen forehead, over- 
topped by a wig worth fifty guineas, in the antechambers of 
the palace and in the stage box at the theatre. He even gave 
himself the airs of a favourite of royalty, and, as if he thought 
that William could not live without him, followed His Majesty 
first to Ireland, and then to the Congress of Princes at the 
Hague. The vagabond afterwards boasted that, at the Hague, 
he appeared with a retinue fit for an ambassador, that he gave 
ten guineas a week for an apartment, and that the worst waist- 
coat which he condescended to wear was of silver stuff at forty 
shillings the yard. Such profusion, of course, brought him to 
poverty. Soon after his return to England he took refuge 
from the bailiffs in Axe Yard, a place lying within the verge 
of Wliitehall. His fortunes were desperate ; he owed great 
sums : on the government he had no claim : his past services 
had been overpaid : no future service was to be expected from 
him : having appeared in the witness box as evidence for the 
Crown, he could no longer be of any use as a spy on the 
Jacobites ; and by all men of virtue and honour, to whatever 
party they might belong, he was abhorred and shunned. 

Just at this time, when he was in fhe frame of mind in 
which men are open to the worst temptations, he fell in with ^ 
the worst of tempters, in truth, with the Devil in human 
shape. Oates had obtained his liberty, his pardon, and a 
pension which made him a much richer man than nineteen 
twentieths of the members of that profession of which he was 
the disgrace. But he was still unsatisfied. He complained 
that he had now less than three hundred a year. In the 
golden days of the Plot he had been allowed three times as 
much, had been sumptuously lodged in the palace, had dined 
on plate, and had been clothed in silk. He clamoured for an 
increase of his stipend. Hay, he was even impudent enough 
to aspire to ecclesiastical preferment, and thought it hard 
that, while so. many mitres were distributed, he could not get 
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a deanery^ a prebend, or eTen a rectory. He missed no op- 
'portiuiity of urging Ms pretensions. He liannted tlie public 
oflS.ces and tbe lobbies of tbe Houses of ParKament. He miglit 
be seen and beard every day, hurrying as fast as Ms uneven 
legs would carry Mm, between Charing Cross and Westminster 
Hall, pufing with haste and self importance, chattering about 
what he had done for the good cause, and reviling, in the style 
of the boatmen on the river, all the statesmen and divines 
whom he suspected of doing him ill ojfices -at Court, and 
keeping him back from a bishopric. When he found that 
there was no hope for him in the Established Church, he 
turned to the "Baptists. They, at first, received him very 
coldly ; but he gave such touching accounts of the wonderful 
work of grace which had been wrought in his soul, and vowed 
so solemnly, before Jehovah and the holy angels, to be thence- 
forth a burning and sMning light, that it was difficult for 
simple and well meaning people to think him altogether in- 
sincere. He mourned, he said, like a turtle. On one Lord’s 
day he thought he should have died of grief at being shut out 
from fellowship with the saints. He was at length admitted 
to communion : but, before he had been a year among his new 
friends, they discovered his true character, and solemnly cast 
Mm out as a hypocrite. Thenceforth he became the mortal 
enemy of the leading Baptists, and persecuted them with the 
same treachery, the same mendacity, the same effrontery, the 
same black malice, wMch had, many years before, wrought 
the destruction of more celebrated victims. Those who had 
lately been edified by Ms account of Ms blessed experiences 
stood aghast to hear him crying out that he would be re- 
venged, that revenge was God’s own sweet morsel, that the 
wretches who had excommunicated him should be ruined, 
that they should be forced to fly their country, that they should 
be stripped to the last shilling, ffis designs were at length 
frustrated by a righteous decree of the Court of Chancery, a 
decree which would have left a deep stain on the character of 
an ordinary man, but which makes no perceptible addition to 
the infamy of Titus Oates.'^ Through all changes, however, 
he was surrounded by a small knot of hotheaded and foul- 
mouthed agitators, who, abhorred and despised by every 
respectable Whig, yet called themselves Whigs, and thought 
themselves injured because they were not rewarded for scur- 
rility and slander with the best places under the Crown, 


* North’s Examen; Ward’s London Spyj Crosby’s English Baptists, yol. iii. 
chap. 2. 
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In 1091, Titus, ill order to be near the focalpoint of political 
intrigue and faction, bad taken a house within the precinct of 
WliitehaU. To this house Tuller, who lived hard by, found 
admission. The evil work, which had been begun in him, 
when he was stiU. a child, by the memoirs of Dangerfield, was 
now completed by the conversation of Oates. The Salamanca 
Doctor was, as a witness, no longer formidable ; but he was 
impelled, partly by the savage malignity which he felt to- 
wards aU whom he considered as his enemies, and partly by 
mere monkeyhke restlessness and love of mischief, to do, 
thi*ough the instrumentality of others, what he could no longer 
do in person. In Fuller he had found the corrupt heart, the 
ready tongue, and the unabashed front, which are the first 
qualifications for the office of a false accuser. A friendship, if 
that word may be so used, sprang np between the pair. Oates 
opened his house and even his purse to Fuller. The veteran 
sinner, both directly and through the agency of his depen- 
dents, intimated to the novice that nothing made a man b 6 
important as the discovering of a plot, and that these were 
times when a young fellow who would stick at nothing and 
fear nobody might do wonders. The Eevolution, — such was 
the language constantly held by Titus and his parasites, — had 
produced little good. The brisk boys of Shaftesbury had not 
been recompensed according to their merits. Even the Doc- 
tor, — such was the ingratitude of men, — ^was looked on coldly 
at the new Court. Tory rogues sate at the council board, and 
were admitted to the royal closet. It would be a noble feat 
to bring their necks to the block. Above all it would be de- 
lightful to see ISTottingham’s long solemn face on Tower Hill. 
For the hatred with which these bad men regarded Notting- 
ham had no bounds, and was probably excited less by his 
political opinions, in which there was doubtless much to con- 
demn, than by his moral character, in which the closes], 
scrutiny will detect little that is not deserving of approbation. 
Oates, with the authority which experience and success entitle 
a preceptor to assume, read his pupil a lecture on the art of 
bearing false ^witness. You ought,” he said, with many 
oaths and curses, to have made more, much more, out of 
what you heard and saw at Saint Germains. Never was there 
a finer foundation for a plot. But you are a fool ; you are a 
coxcomb : I could beat you ; I would not have done so, I 
used to go to Charles and tell him his own. I caEed Lauder- 
dale names to his face. I made King, Ministers, Lords 
Commons, afraid of me. But you young men have no spirit/ 
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Fuller was greatly edified by these exhortations. It was, 
however, hinted to Mm by some of Ms associates that, if he 
meant to take np the trade of swearing away lives, he would 
do well not to show himself so often at coffeehouses in the 
company of Titus. The Doctor,’^ said one of the gang, ^^is 
an excellent person, and has done great things in his time t 
but many people are prejudiced against him^ and, if you are 
really going to discover a plot, the less you are seen with him 
the better. Fuller accordingly ceased to appear in Oates’s 
train at public places, but stiU continued to receive his great 
master’s instructions in private. 

To do Fuller justice, he seems not to have taken up the 
trade of a false witness till he could no longer support himseli: 
by begging or swindling. He lived for a time on the charity 
of the Queen. He then levied contributions by pretending to 
be one of the noble family of Sidney. He wheedled Tillotson 
out of some money, and requited the good Archbishop’s kind- 
ness by passing himself off as His Grace’s favourite nephew. 
But in the autumn of 1691 all these sMfts were exhausted. 
After lying in several spunging houses. Fuller was at length 
lodged in the King’s Bench prison, and he now thought it 
time to aimounce that he had discovered a plot.* 

He addressed himself first to Tillotson and Portland : but 
both Tillotson and Portland soon perceived that he was lying. 
What he said was, however, reported to the King, who, as 
might have been expected, treated the information and the 
informer with cold contempt. All that remained was to try 
whether a flame could be raised in the Parliament. 

Soon after the Houses met. Fuller petitioned the Commons 
to hear what he had to say, and promised to make wonderful 
disclosures. He was brought from his prison to the bar of 
the House ; and he there repeated a long romance. James, 
he said, had delegated the regal authority to six commissioners, 
of whom Halifax was first. More than fifty lords and gentle- 
men had signed an address to the French King, imploring 
him to make a great effort for the restoration of the House of 
Stuart. Fuller declared that he had seen this address, and 
recounted many of the names appended to it. Some members 
made severe remarks on the improbability of the story and on 
the character of the witness. : He is, it was said, one of the 
greatest rogues on the face of the earth ; and he tells such 
things as could scarcely be credited if they were told :by an 
angel from heaven. Fuller audaciously pledged himself to 

^ The history of this part of Fuller’s life I haye taken from his own narratiye. 
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bring proofs wbicli would satisfy tbe most incredulous. He 
waSjlie averred, in coinmnnication witli some agents of James. 
Those persons were ready to make reparation to their country. 
Their testimony would he decisive ; for they were in posses- 
sion of documentary evidence which would confound the 




guilty. They held hack only because they saw some of tJie 
traitors high in office and near the royal person, and were 
afraid of incurring the enmity of men so powerful and so 
wicked, Fuller ended hy asking for a sum of money, and by 
assm’ing the Commons that he would lay it out to good ac- 
count.'^ Had his impudent request been granted, he would 
probably have paid his debts, obtained his liberty, and ab- 
sconded : but the House very wisely insisted on seeing his 
witnesses first. He then began to shuffle. The gentlemen were 
on the Continent, and could not come over without passports. 
Passports were delivered to him : but he complained that they 
were insufficient. At length the Commons, fuUy determined 
to get at the truth, presented an address requesting the King 
to send Puller a blank safe conduct in the largest terms, f 
The safe conduct was sent. Six weeks passed, and nothing 
was heard of the witnesses. The firiends of the lords and 
gentlemen who had been accused represented strongly that 
the House ought not to separate for the summer without 
coining to some decision on charges so grave. Puller was 
ordered to attend. He pleaded sickness, and asserted, not 
for the first time, that the Jacobites had poisoned him. But 
all his plans were confounded by the laudable promptitude 
and vigour with which the Commons acted. A Committee 
was sent to his bedside, with orders to ascertain whether he 
really had any witnesses, and where those witnesses resided. 
The members who were deputed for this purpose went to the 
King’s Bench prison, and found him suffering under a dis- 
order, produced, in all probability, by some emetic which he 
had swallowed for the purpose of deceiving them. In answer 
to their questions, he said that two of his witnesses, Delaval 
and Hayes, were in England, and were lodged at the house of 
a^ Eoman Catholic apothecary in Holbom. The Commons, as 
soon as the Committee had reported, sent some members to 
the house which he had indicated. That house and all the 
neighhouriughouses were searched. Delaval and Hayes were 
not to be found ; nor had anybody in the vicinity ever seen 
such men or heard of them. The Honse, therefore, on 




* Commons’ Journals, Dec. 2. and 9.^ t Commons’ Journals, Jan. 4. 169| 
1691 i Greys Debates. Grey’s Debates. 
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Sie last daj of just before Black Rod knocked at 

tbe door, nnaniinonsly resolyed that William Fuller was a 
clieat and a false accuser; tbat be bad insulted tbe Goyern- 
meiit and tbe Parliament ; tbat be bad calumniated bonour- 
able men ; and tbat an address should be carried up to tbe 
tbrone, requesting tbat be might be prosecuted for bis villanj,* 
He was consequently tried^ convicted^ and sentenced to fine, 
imprisonment, and the pillory. Tbe exposure, more terrible 
than death to a mind not lost to all sense of shame, be under- 
went with a hardihood worthy of bis two fayourite models, 
Dangerfield and Oates. He bad tbe impudence to persist, 
year after year, in affirming tbat be bad fallen a victim to tbe 
machinations of the late King, who bad spent six thousand 
pounds in order to ruin him. Delaval and Hayes — so this 
fable ran — ^bad been instructed by James in person. They 
bad, in obedience to bis orders, induced Fuller to pledge bis 
word for tlieir appearance, and bad then absented themselves, 
and left him exposed to tbe resentment of tbe House of Com- 
mons.f The story bad tbe reception which it deserved ; and 
Fuller sank into an obscurity from which be twice or thrice, 
at long intervals, again emerged for a moment nito infamy. 

On the twenty-fourth of February 1692, about an hour after 
the Commons bad voted Fuller an imposter, they were sum- 
moned to tbe chamber of the Lords. The King thanked tbe 
Houses for their loyalty and liberality, informed them tbat be 
must soon set out for tbe Continent, and commanded them 
to adjourn themselves. He gave bis assent on that day to 
many bills, public and private ; but when tbe title of one bill, 
which bad passed the Lower House without a single division 
and tbe Upper House without a single protest, bad been read 
by tbe Clerk of tbe Crown, tbe Clerk of tbe Parliaments 
answered, according to tbe ancient form, tbat tbe King and 
tbe Queen would consider of tbe matter. Those words bad 
very rarely been pronounced before tbe accession of William. 
They have been pronounced only once since bis death. But 
by him the power of putting a Veto on laws which bad been 
passed by the Estates of the Realm was used on several im- 
portant occasions. His detractors truly asserted that be re- 
jected a greater number of important bills than ab tbe Kings 
of tbe House of Stuart put together, and most absurdly 
inferred tbat the sense of the Estates of the Realm was much 

* Oommons* Jounialsj !Feb. 22., 23., King James and otters to Ms Oreatest 
and 24. 169|. Friends in England. 
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less respected by bim than by Ms uncles and Ms grandfatlier, 
A. judicious student of Mstory will baTe no difficulty in dis- 
covering wby WiUiam repeatedly esercised a prerogative to 
wbicb Ms predecessors very seldom bad recourse^ and wbicb 
bis successors bave suffered to fall into utter desuetude. 

His predecessors passed laws, easily because they broke 
laws easily. Charles tbe First gave bis assent to tbe Petition 
of Eighty and immediately violated every clause of that great 
statute, Charles tbe Second gave bis assent to an Act which 
provided that a Parliament should be held at least once in 
three years: but when be died tbe country bad been near 
four years •without a Parliament. The laws which abolished 
the Court of High Commission, the laws which instituted tbe 
Sacramental Test, were passed without tbe smallest difficulty : 
but they did not prevent James the Second from reestablishing 
tbe Court of High Commission, and from filling the Privy 
Council, the public offices, the courts of justice, and the mu- 
nicipal corporations with persons who had never taken the 
Test. Hothing conld he more natural than that a King 
should not thhik it worth wMle to refuse his assent to a statute 
with which he could dispense whenever he thought fit. 

The situation of William was very different. He could 
not, bke those who had ruled before him, pass an Act in the 
spring and violate it in the summer. He had, by assenting 
to the Bill of Eights, solemnly renounced the disj)ensmg 
power; and he was restrained, by prudence as well as by 
conscience and honour, from breaking the compact under 
which be held his cro-wn. A law might he . personally offen- 
sive to him; it might appear to him to be pernicious to Ms 
people : but, as soon as he had passed it, it was, in Ms eyes, 
a sacred thing. He had therefore a motive, which precedbig 
Kings had not, for pausing before he passed such a law. 
They gave their word readily, because they had no scruple 
about breaking it. He gave his word slowly, because he 
never failed to keep it. 

But Ms situation, though it differed widely from that of 
the princes of the House of Stuart, was not precisely that ' of 
tbe princes of the Honse of Brunswick. A prince of tbe 
House of Brunswick is guided, as to the use of every royal 
prerogative, by tbe advice of a responsible ministry; and 
this ministry must be taken fi’om tbe party wbicb j)re- 
dominates in tbe two Houses, or, at least, in tbe Lower 
Honse. It is hardly possible to conceive circumstances in 
which a Sovereign so situated can refuse to assent to a bill 
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wMcli lias approTed bj botli brandies of tlie legislature. 
Siicb a refusal would necessarily imply one of two tMngs, 
tliat tbe Soyereign acted in opposition to the advice of tbe 
I * . ministry, or tbat tbe' ministry was at issue, on a question of 
vital importance, witb a majority botb of the Commons and 
of tbe Lords. On eitlier supposition the country would be 
in a most critical state, in a state which, if long continued, 
must end in a revolution. Bnt in the earlier part of the reign 
of WiEiam there was no ministry. The heads of the execu- 
tive departments had not been appointed exclusively from 
either party. Some were zealous Whigs, others^ zealous Tories. 
The most enlightened statesmen did not hold it to be uncon- 
stitutional that the Eing should exercise his highest prero- 
gatives on the most important occasions without any other 
guidance than that of his own jndgment. His refusal, there- 
fore, to assent to a hiE which had passed both Houses 
indicated, not, as a similar refusal would now indicate, that 
the whole machinery of government was in a state of fearful 
disorder, but merely that there was a difference of opinion 
between him and the two other branches of the legislative as 
to the expediency of a particular law. Such a difference of 
opinion might exist, and, as we shaE hereafter see, actually 
did exist, at a time when he was, not merely on friendly, bnt 
on most affectionate terms with the Estates of the Eealm. 

The circumstances under which he used his Veto for the 
first time have never yet been correctly stated. A weE meant 
but unskilful attempt had been made to complete a reform 
which the Bill of Bights had left imperfect. That great law 
had deprived the Croivn of the power of arbitrarEy removing 
the Judges, but had not made them entirely independent. 
They were remunerated partly by fees and partly by salaries. 
Over the fees the King had no control : but the salaries he 
had full power to reduce or to withhold. That William had 
ever abused tins power was not pretended; but it was un- 
doubtedly a power which no prince ought to possess ; and 
this was the sense of both Houses. A biE was therefore 
brought in by which a salary of a thousand a year was ' strictly 
secured to each of the twelve Judges. Thus far aE was, weE. 
But unfortunately the salaries were made a charge on the 
hereditary revenue. Ko such proposition would now be en- 
tertained by the House ' of . Commons, without the royal 
consent previously signified by a . Privy Councillor. But this 
wholesome rule had not then been established ; and WEEam 
s eoiEd defend the pi’oprietary rights of the Crown only by: 
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putting Ms negative on the bill. At the time there was, as 
far as can now be ascertained, no outcry. Even the Jacobite 
libellers were almost silent. It was not till the provisions of 
the bin had been forgotten, and tUl nothing but its title was , 
remembered, that William was accused of having been ^ ' I 
influenced by a wish to keep the judges in a state of de- 
pendence.* 

The Houses broke up ; and the King prepared to set out 
for the Continent. Before his departure he made some 
changes in his household and in several departments of the 
government, changes, however, which did not indicate a very 
decided preference for either of the great political parties. 
Eochester was sworn of the Council. It is probable that he 
had earned this mark of royal favour by taking the Queen’s ^ 
side in the unhappy dispute between her and her sister, 
Pembroke took charge of the Privy Seal, and was succeeded 
at the Board of Admiralty by Charles Lord Cornwallis, a 
moderate Tory : Lowther accepted a seat at the same board, 
and was succeeded at the Treasury by Sir Edward Seymour. 

Many Tory country gentlemen, who had looked on Seymour 
as their leader in the war against placemen and Dutchmen, 
were moved to indignation by learning that he had become a 
courtier. They remembered that he had voted for a Eegency, 
that he had taken the oaths with no good grace, and that he 
had spoken with little respect of the Sovereign whom he was 
now ready to serve for the sake of emoluments hardly worthy 


^ Biirnet (ii. 86.). Burnet evi- 
dently forgotten what the hill contained. 
Ealph knew nothing about it but what he 
had learned from Burnet. I have scarcely 
seen any allusion to the subject in any of 
the numerous JTacobite lampoons of that 
day. But there is a remarkable passage 
in a pamphlet which appeared towards 
the close of William’s reign, and which is 
entitled the Art of Governing by Parties. 
The wi’iter says, “We still want an Act 
to ascertain some fund for the salaries of 
the judges ; and there was a bill, since 
the Revolution, past both Houses of Par- 
liament to this purpose : hut whether it 
was for being any way defective or other- 
wise that His Majesty refused to as- 
sent to it, I cannot remember. But I 
know the reason satisfied me at that 
time. And I make no doubt hut he’ll 
consent to any good bill of this nature 
whenever ’tis offered.”. These words 
convinced me that the hill was open to 
some grave objection which did not ap- 
pear in the title, and which no historian 


had noticed. I found among the archives 
of the House of Lords the original parch- 
ment, endorsed with the words “ Le Roy 
et la Boyne s’aviseront ; ” and it was 
clear at the first glance what the objec- 
tion was. j 

^ There is a hiatus in that part of Har- ^ 1 

cissus Luttrell’s Diary which relaLes to ) i 

this matter. “ The King,” he wrote, 

“ passed ten public bills and thirty-four j 

private ones, and rejected that of the f 

As to the present practice of the 
House of Commons in such cases, see 
Hatsell’s valuable work, ii. 356. I quote 
the edition of 1818. Halsell says that 
many bills which affect the interest of 
the Crown may he brought in without 
any signification of the royal consent, 
and that it is enough if the consent be .. 
signified on the second reading, or even /’,• 
later ; but that, in a proceeding which " " 
affects the hereditary revenue, the con- 
sent must he signified in the earliest 
stage. 
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of tlie acceptance of a man of Hs wealth and parEamentary CHAP, 
interest. It was strange that the haughtiest of human beings 
should be the meanest, that one who seemed to reverence 
nothing on earth but himself should abase himself for the 
sahe of^^^^<^ day. About such reflections he troubled 
himself very little. He found, however,- that there was one 
disagreeable circumstance connected with his new office. At 
the Board of Treasury he must sit below the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer. The First Lord, Godolphin, was a peer of 
the realm; and his right to precedence, according to the 
rules of the heralds, could not be questioned. But everybody 
knew who was the first of English commoners. What was 
Eichard Hampden that he should take place of a Seymour, of 
the head of the Seymours? With much difficulty, the dis- 
pute was compromised. Many concessions were made to Sir 
Edward^s punctilious pride. He was sworn of the Council. 

He was appointed one of the Cabinet. The King took him 
by the hand and presented him to the Queen, brmg you,’^ 
said William, "^^a gentleman who will in my absence be a 
valuable friend/^ In this way Sir Edward was so much 
soothed and flattered that he ceased to insist on his right to 
thrust himself between the First Lord and the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer. 

In the same Commission of Treasury in which the name 
of Seymour appeared, appeared also the name of a much 
younger politician, who had, duruig the late session, raised 
himself to high distinction in the House of Commons, 

Charles Montague. This appointment gave great satisfac- 
tion to the Whigs, in whose esteem Montague now stood 
higher than their veteran chiefs Sacheverell and Powle, and 
was indeed second to Somers alone. 

Sidney delivered up the seals which he had held during 
more than a year, and was appointed Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland. Some months elapsed before the place which he 
had quitted was filled up; and during this interval the whole 
business which had ordinarily been divided between two 
Secretaries of State was transacted by Nottingham.* 

While these arrangements were in progress, events had Ministerial 
taken place in a distant part of the island, which were not, Scotland ^ 
till after the lapse of many months, known in the best in- 

^ TLe liistorj of these ministerial trelLs Diary for that month. Two or 
arrangements I ha¥e taken chiefly from three slight tonehes are from contempo- 
the London G-azette of March 3. and rary pamphlets. 

March 7. 169|, and from Narcissus Lut- 
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GHAP, formed circles of London, but wMcli gi^adnally obtained a 
. fearfal notoriety, and wMcb, after the lapse of more tbaii a 
Imndred and sii^y years, are never mentioned witlioiit liorror. 

Soon after tbe Estates of Scotland bad separated in tbe 
autumn of 1690, a change was made in tbe administration 
of that kingdom. William was not satisfied with tbe way 
in wMcb be bad been represented in tbe Parliament House. 

He tbougbt that tbe rabbled curates bad been bardly treated. 

He bad very reluctantly suffered tbe law wMcb abolisbed 
patronage to be toncbed witb bis sceptre. But wbat espe- 
cially displeased bim was that tbe Acts wbicb establisbed a 
new ecclesiastical polity bad not been accompanied by an 
Act granting liberty of conscience to those wbo were attached 
to tbe old ecclesiastical polity. He bad directed bis Com- 
missioner Melville to obtam for tbe Episcopabans of Scotland 
an nidnlgence similar to that wbicb Dissenters enjoyed in 
England.* But tbe Presbyterian preachers were lond and 
vebement against lenity to AmalekiteS. Melville, with nsefal 
talents, and perhaps witb fair intentions, bad neither large 
views nor an intrepid spirit. He shrank from uttering a 
word so batefol to tbe theological demagogues of bis country 
as Toleration. By obsequiously humouring their prejudices 
be quelled the clamour wbicb was rising at Edinburgh; but ^ 
tbe effect of bis timid caution was that a far more forinidable ^ ' 
clamour soon rose in tbe south of the island against the 
bigotry of the schismatics who domineered in tbe north, and 
against the pusillaniinity of tbe government which bad not 
dared to withstand that bigotry. On this subject tbe High 
Churchman and the Low Churchman were of one mind, or 
rather tbe Low Churchman was the more angry of tbe two. 

A man like South, who had during many years been predic- 
ting that, *if ever the Puritans ceased to be oppressed, they 
would become oppressors, was at heart not ill pleased to see 
his prophecy fulfilled. But in a man like Burnet, the great 
object of whose life had been to mitigate tbe animosity wbicb 
tbe ministers of tbe Anglican Clmrcli felt towards the Pres- 
byterians, tbe intolerant conduct of tbe Presbyterians could 
awaken no feeling but indignation, shame and grief. There 
was, therefore, at tbe English Court nobody to speak a good 
word for Melville. It was impossible that in such circum- 
stances be should remain at tbe bead of tbe Scottish admi- 
nistration. He was, however, gently let down from bis high 
position. He continued during more than a year to be 

* William to Melville, May 22, 1690. i 
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Secretary of State ; but a-notber Secretary was appointed, 
who was to reside near the King, and to have the chief direc- 
tion of affairs. The new Prime Minister for Scotland was 
the able, eloquent, and accomplished Sir John Dairy mple. 

‘ His father, the Lord President of the Court of Session, had 
lately been raised to the peerage by the title of Viscount 
Stair ; and Sir John Dalrymple was consequently, according 
to the ancient usage of Scotland, designated as the Master 
of Stair. In a few months Melville resigned his secretary- 
ship, and accepted an office of some dignity and emolument, 
but of no political importance.’^ 

Lowlands of Scotland were, during the year which 
followed the parliamentary session of 1690, as quiet as they 
had ever been within the memory of man : but the state of 
the Highlands caused mnch anxiety to the government. The 
civil war in that wild region, after it had ceased to flame, had 
continued during some time to smoulder. At length, early 
ill the year 1691, the rebel chiefs informed the Court of Saint 
Germains that, pressed as they were on every side, they conld 
hold out no longer without succour from France, James 
had sent them a small quantity of meal, brandy, and tobacco, 
and had franHy told them that he could do nothing more. 
Money was so scarce among them that six hundred pounds 
sterling would have been a most acceptable addition to their 
funds : but even such a sum he was unable to spare. He 
could scarcely, in such circumstances, expect them to defend 
his cause against a government which had a regular army 
and a large revenue. He therefore informed them that he 
should not take it ill of them if they made their peace with 
the new dynasty, provided always that they were prepared 
to rise in insurrection as soon as he should call on them to 
do so.t 

Meanwhile it had been determined at Kensington, in spite 
of the opposition of the Master of Stair, to try the plan 
which Tarbet had recommended two years before, and which, 
if it had been tried when he recommended it, would probably 
have prevented much bloodshed and confusion. It was re- 
solved that twelve or fifteen thousand pounds should be laid 


See the preface to the Leven and 
Melville Papers. I have given what I 

I /. 4 ?- to he a true explanation of Bur- 

net’s hostility to Melville, Melville’s 
descendant, who has deserved well of all 
students of history hy the diligence and 
fidelity with which he has performed 

I ■ 


his editorial duties, thinhs that Bur- 
net’ s judgment was hlindccl hy zeal for 
Prelacy and hatred of Preshy terianism. 
This accusation will surprise and amuse 
English High Churchmen, 
t Life of James, ii* 468, 469. 
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out in quieting tlie BQglilands. TMs was a mass of treasure 
wHcli to an inliabitant of Appiu or Lochaber seemed almost 
fabulous, and wbich. indeed bore a greater proportion to 
tbe income of Keppocl. or Griengarry than fifteen bundred 
thousand pounds bore to the income of Lord Bedford or Lord 
Devonshire. The sum was ample; but the King was not 
fortunate in the choice of an agent.* 

John Earl of Breadalbane, the head of a younger branch 
of the great house of Campbell, ranked high among the petty 
princes of the mountains. He could bring seventeen hun- 
dred claymores into the field; and,, ten years before the 
Eevolution, he had actually marched into the Lowlands with 
this great force for the purpose of supporting the prelatical 
tyranny.f In those days he had affected zeal for monarchy 
and episcopacy : but in truth he cared for no government and 
no religion. He seems to have united two different sets of 
vices, the growth of two different regions, and of two dif- 
ferent stages 'in the progress of society. In his castle among 
the hills he had learned the barbarian pride and ferocity of a 
Highland chief. In the Council Chamber at Edinburgh he 
had contracted the deep taint of treachery and corruption. 
After the Eevolution he had, like too many of his fellow 
nobles, joined and betrayed every party in turn, had sworn 
fealty to William, and Mary, and had plotted against them. 
To trace all the turns and doublings of his course, during the 
year 1689 and the earlier part of 1690, would be wearisome-f 
That course became somewhat less tortuous when the battle 
of the Boyne had cowed the spirit of the Jacobites. It now 
seemed probable that the Earl would be a loyal subject of 
their Majesties, till some great disaster should befall them. 
Nobody who knew him could trust him ; but few Scottish 
statesmen could then be trusted ; and yet Scottish statesmen 
must be employed. His position and connections marked him 
out as a man who might, if ^he would, do much towards the 
work of quieting the Highlands ; and his interest seemed to 
be a guarantee for his zeal. He had, as he declared with 
every appearance of truth, strong personal reasons for wishing 
to see tranquillity restored. His domains were so situated 
that, while the civil war lasted, his vassals oould not tend 
their herds or sow their oats in peace. His lands were daily 

* Bnmet, ii. 88 ; Master of Stair to The Master of Stair to Melville, Aug. 16. 
Breadaltane, Dee. 2. 1691. 1689 ; Cardross to Melville, Sept. 9. 1 689 ; 

t Burnet^ L 418, Balearras’s Memoirs ; Annandale’s Con- 

i Crawford to Melvi% 1689; fession, Ang. 14. 1690. 
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ravaged : Ms cattle were daily driven away : one of Ms lionses CHAP, 
iiad been btirnt down. It was probable, therefore^ that he ^ ^ 

would do Ms best to put an end to hostilities.* 

He was accordingly commissioned to treat with the Jaco- 
bite chiefs, and was entrusted with the money which was 
to be distributed among them. He invited them to a eoii- 
ference at his residence in Glenorchy. They came : but the 
treaty went on very slowly. Every head of a tribe asked for 
a larger share of the English gold than was to be obtained. 
Breadalbane was suspected of intending to cheat both the 
King and the clans. The dispute between the rebels and the 
government was complicated with another dispute still more 
embarrassing. The Camerons and Macdonalds were really 
at war, not with William, but with Mac Callum More; and 
no arrangement to which Mac Callum More was not a party 
could really produce tranquillity. A grave question therefore 
arose, whether the money entrusted to Breadalbane should be 
paid directly to the discontented cMefs, or should be employed 
to satisfy the claims which Argyle had upon them. The 
shrewdnees of Lochiel and the arrogant pretensions of Glen- 
garry contributed to protract the discussions. But no Celtic 
potentate was so impracticable as Macdonald of Glencoe, 
known among the mountains by the hereditary appellation of 
Mac Ian.t 

Mac Ian dwelt in the mouth of a ravine situated not far 
from the southern shore of LocMeven, an arm of the sea 
which deeply indents the western coast of Scotland, and 
separates Argyleshire from Invemessshire. Near his house 
were two or three small hamlets inhabited by his tribe. The 
whole population which he governed was not supposed to 
exceed two hundred souls. In the neighbourhood of the 
little cluster of villages was some copsewood and some pas- 
ture land : but a little further up the defile no sign of popu- 
lation or of fruitfulness was to be seen. In the Gaelic tongue, 

Glencoe signifies the Glen of Weeping; and in truth that 
pass is the most dreary and melancholy of all the Scottish 
passes, the very Valley of the Shadow of Death, Mists and 
storms brood over it through the greater part of the finest 
summer ; and even on those rare days when the sun is bright, 
and when there is no cloud in the sky, the impression made 
by the landscape is sad and awful. The path lies along a 

^ Breadalbane to Melville, Sept. 17, Aiig. 1691; Hill to Melville, June 
1690. 26.1691; Tbe Master of Stair to Bread- 

t The Master of Stair to Hamilton, albane, Ang. 24. 1690. 
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stream wHcli is|ties from tlie most snllen and gloomy of 
mountain pools. Huge precipices of naked stone frown on 
both, sides. Even in July the streaks of snow may often be 
discerned in the rifts near the summits. AH down the sides 
of the crags heaps of rnin mark the headlong paths of the 
torrents. Mile after mile the traveHer looks in vain for the 
smoke of one hnt^ or for one human form wrapped in a plaid, 
and listens in vain for the bark of a shepherd’s dog, or the 
bleat of a lamb. Mile after mile the only sound that indi- 
cates life is the faint cry of a bird of prey from some storm 
beaten pinnacle of rock. The progress of civilisation, which 
has tnrned so many wastes into fields yellow with harvests or 
gay with apple blossoms, has only made Glencoe more deso- 
late. All the science and industry of a peaceful age can * 
extract nothing valuable from that wHderiiess ; but, in an 
age of violence and rapine, the wilderness itself was valued 
on account of the shelter which it afforded to the plunderer 
and his plunder. Nothing could he more natural than that 
the clan to which this rugged desert belonged should have 
been noted for predatory habits. Eor, among the High- 
landers generally, to roh was thought at least as honourable 
an employment as to cultivate the soil ; and, of aU the HigH- 
landers, the Macdonalds of Glencoe had the least productive ^ 
soil, and the most convenient and secure den of robbers. ^ 
Successive governments had tried to punish this wild race : 
but no large force had ever been employed for that purpose ; 
and a small force was easily resisted or eluded by men 
familiar with every recess and every outlet of the natural 
fortress in which they had been born and bred. The people 
of Glencoe would probably have been less troublesome neigh- 
bours, if they had lived among their own kindred. But they 
were an outpost of the Clan Donald, separated from every 
other branch of their own family, and almost surrounded by 
the domains of the hostile race of Diarmid.* They were 
impelled by hereditary enmity, as well as by want, to live at 
the expense of the tribe of Campbell, Breadalbane’s pro- 
perty had suffered greatly from their depredations; and he 


* “The real truth is, they were a men in England. Several governments 
branch of the Macdonalds ('who were desired to bring them to justice: but 
a brave courageous people always), their country was inaccessible to small 
seated among the Campbells, who (I parties.” See An impartial Account of 
mean the Q-lencoe men) are all Papists, some of the Transactions in Scotland : 
if they have any religion, were always concerning the Earl of Breadalbane, 
counted a people much given to rapine Viscount and Master of Stair, Glenco 
and plunder, or somers „we call it^ Men, &c., London, 1695. 
and much of a piece with yobr highway- 
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was not of a temper to forgive sueli injuries. When, there- 
fore, the Chief of Glencoe made his appearance at the con- 
gress in Glenorchj, he was nngracionsly received. The Earl, 
who ordinarily bore himself with the solemn dignity of a 
Castilian grandee, forgot, in his resentment, his wonted 
gravity, forgot his public character, forgot the laws of hospi- 
tality, and, with angry reproaches and menaces, demanded 
reparation for the herds which had been driven from his lands 
by Mac Ian’s followers. Mac Ian was seriously apprehen- 
sive of some personal outrage, and was glad to get safe back 
to his own glen.^ His pride had been wounded; and the 
promptings of interest concurred with those of pride. ^ 
the head, of a people who lived by pillage, he had strong 
reasons for wishing that the country might continue to be 
in a perturbed state. He had httle chance of receiving one 
guinea of the money which was to be distributed among the 
malecontents. For his share of that money would scarcely 
meet Breadalbane’s demands for compensation; and there 
could be little doubt that, whoever might be unpaid, Breadal- 
bane would take care to pay himself. Mac Ian therefore did 
his best to dissuade his allies from accepting terms from 
which he could himself expect no benefit ; and his influence 
was not small. His own vassals, indeed, were few in number : 
but he came of the best blood of the Highlands : he kept up 
a close connection with his more powerful kinsmen ; nor did 
they like him the less because he was a robber ; for he never 
robbed them ; and that robbery, merely as robbery, was a 
wicked and disgraceful act, had never entered into the mind 
of any Celtic chief. Mac Ian was therefore held in high 
esteem by the confederates. His age was venerable: his 
aspect was majestic; and he possessed in large measure 
those intellectual qualities which, in rude societies, give men 
an ascendency over their fellows. Breadalbane found himself, 
at every step of the negotiation, thwarted by the arts of his 
old enemy, and abhorred the name of Glencoe more and 
more every day. t 

But the government did not trust solely to Breadalbane’s 
diplomatic skill. The authorities at Edinburgh put forth a 
proclamation exhorting the clans to submit to King William 
and Queen Mary, and offering pardon to every rebel who, on 
or before the thirty-first of December 1691, should swear to 
live peaceably under the government of their Majesties. It 

^ Eeport of the Gommissionersj signed f CI-alHen-as Eedmvns ; Biirnet, n 
at Holyrood, June 20. 1695. 88, ; Eeport of the Comniissioii of 1695 
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was announced that those who should hold out after that day 
would he treated as enemies and traitors.* Warlike pre- 
parations were made, which showed that the threat was 
meant in earnest. The Highlanders were alarmed, and, 
though the pecuniary terms had not been satisfactorily 
settled, thought it prudent to give the pledge which was de- 
manded of them. Ho chief, indeed, was willing to set the 
example of submission. Glengarry blustered, and pretended 
to fortify his house. t will not,’^ said Lochiel, break the 
ice. That is a point of honour with me. But my tacksmen 
and people may use their freedom.^J His tacksmen and 
people understood him, and repaired by hundreds to the 
Sheriff to take the oaths. The Macdonalds of Sleat, Clan- 
ronald,Keppoch, and even Glengarry, imitated the Camerons; 
and the chiefs, after trying to outstay each other as long as 
they durst, imitated their vassals. 

The thirty-first of December arrived; and still the Mac- 
donalds of Glencoe had not come in. The punctilious pride 
of Mac Ian was doubtless gratified by the thought that he 
had continued to defy the government after the boastful 
Glengarry, the ferocious Eeppoch, the magnanimous Lochiel 
had yielded : but he bought his gratification dear. 

At length, on the thirty-first of December, he repaired to 
Fort William, accompanied by his principal vassals, and 
offered to take the oaths. To his dismay, he found that 
there was in the fort no person competent to administer 
them. Colonel HiU, the Governor, was not a magistrate; nor 
was there any magistrate nearer than Inverary. Mae Ian, 
now fully sensible of the folly of which he had been guilty in 
postponing to the very last moment an act on which his life 
and his estate depended, set off for Inverary in great distress. 
He carried with him a letter from Hill to the Sheriff of 
Argyleshire, Sir Colin Campbell of Ardkiuglass, a respectable 
gentleman, who, in the late reign, had suffered severely for 
his Whig principles, in this letter the Colonel expressed a 
good natured hope that, even out of season, a lost sheep, and 
so fine a lost sheep, would be gladly received. Mac Ian made 
all the haste in his power, and did not stop even at his own 
house, though it lay nigh to the road. But in that age a 
journey through Argyleshire in the depth of winter was 
necessarily slow. The old man’s progress up steep mountains 
and along boggy valleys was obstructed by snow storms; and 

*■' V"" 

* Hcport. of the GIe»coe Gomimssibn, f Hill to Melville, May 15. 1691. 

i Ibid. June 3. 1691. 
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it was not till tlie sixtli of January that he presented himself chap* 
before the Sheriff at Inverary. The Sheriff hesitated. His 
power, he said, was limited by the terms of the proclamation; 
and he did not see how he could swear a rebel who had 
^ not submitted within the prescribed time. Mac Ian begged 
earnestly and with tears that he might be sworn. His people, 
he said, would follow his example. If any of them proved 
refractory, he would himself send the recusant to prison, or 
ship him off for Flanders. His entreaties and HilFs letter 
overcame Sir Colin’s scruples. The oath was administered; 
and a certificate was transmitted to the Council at Edinburgh, 
setting forth the special circumstances which had induced 
the Sheriff to do what he knew not to be strictly regular.*^ 

— ^ The news that Mac Ian had not submitted within the pre- 

scribed time was received with cruel joy by three powerful 
Scotchmen who were then at the English Court. Breadalbane 
had gone up to London at Christmas in order to give an 
account of his stewardship. There he met his kinsman 
Argyle. Argyle was, in personal qualities, one of the most 
insignificant of the long line of nobles who have borne that 
great name. He was the descendant of eminent men, and 
; the parent of eminent men. He was the grandson of one of 
the ablest of Scottish politicians ; the son of one of the bravest 
and most true hearted of Scottish patriots; the father of one 
Mac Callum More renowned as a warrior and as an orator, 
as the model of every courtly grace, and as the judicious 
patron of arts and letters, and of another Mac Callum More 
distinguished by talents for business and command, and by 
skill in the exact sciences. Both of such an ancestry and of 
such a progeny Argyle was unworthy. He had even been 
guilty of the crime, common enough among Scottish poH- 
ticians, but in him singularly disgraceful, of tampering with 
the agents of James while professing loyalty to William. 

Still Argyle had the importance inseparable from high rani, 
vast domains, extensive feudal rights, and almost boundless 
patriarchal authority. To him, as to his cousin Breadalbane, 
the intelligence that the tribe of Grlencoe was out of the pro- 
tection of the law was most gratifying ; and the Master of 
Stair more than sympathised with them both. 

The feeling of Argyle and Breadalbane is perfectly intelli- 
gible. They were the heads of a great clan ; and they had 

* Biirnet, ii. 8, 9.; Eeporfc of tlie tlie depositions of Hill, of Campbell of 
Glencoe Commission. Tbe authorities Ardldnglass, and of Mac Ian’s two sons, 
quoted in tbis part of the Report were 
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an opportniiity of deBtiroying a neighboiixlng clan m 
they were at deadly fend. Breadalbane had reeeiYed peculiar 
provocation. Hib OBtate had been repeatedly devastated ; and 
he had just been thwarted in a negotiation of high moment. 
Unhappily there was scax’cely any excess of ferocity for 
which a precedent could not be found in Celtic tradition. 
Among all warlike barbarians revenge is esteemed the most 
sacred of duties and the most exquisite of pleasures ; and so 
it had long been esteemed among the Highlanders. The 
history of the clans abounds with frightful tales, some perhaps 
fabulous or exaggerated, some certainly true, of vindictive 
massacres and assassinations. The Macdonalds of Glengarry, 
for example, having been affronted by the people of a parish 
near Inverness, surrounded the parish church on a Sunday, 
shut the doors, and burned the whole congregation alive. 
Wliile the flames were raging, the hereditary musician of the 
murderers mocked the shrieks of the perishing crowd with 
the notes of his bagpipe.* A band of Macgregors, having 
cut off the head of an enemy, laid it, the mouth filled with 
bread and cheese, on his sister’s table, and had the satis- 
faction of seeing her go mad with horror at the sight. They 
then carried the ghastly trophy in triumph to their chief. 
The whole clan met under the roof of an ancient church. 
Every one in turn laid his hand on the dead man’s scalp, and 
vowed to defend the slayers. f The inhabitants of Eigg seized 
some Macleods, bound them hand and foot, and turned them 
adrift in a boat to be swahowed up by the waves, or to perish 
of hunger. The Macleods retaliated by driving the population 
of Bigg into a cavern, lighting a fire at the entrance, and 
suffocating the whole race, men, women, and children. J It 
is much less strange that the two great Earls of the House 
of Campbell, animated by the passions of Higliland chieftains, 
should have planned a Highland revenge, than that they 
should have found an accomplice, and something moi'e than 
an accomplice, in the Master of Stair, 

The Master of Stair was one of the first men of his time, a 
jurist, a statesman, a fine scholar, an eloquent orator. His 
polished manners and lively conversation were the delight of 
aristocratical societies; and none who met him in such 
societies would have thought it possible that he could bear 








* Jolinson’s Toiir to tlie He^brides, Scott. See tiie preface to tlie Legend of 
t Proclamation of the Privy Council Montrose, 
of Scotland, Peh. 4. 1589. I give this t Johnson’s Tour to the Hebrides, 
reference on the authority of Sir Walter 
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the chief part in any atrocious crime. Eis political prin- 
ciples were lax, yet not more lax than those of most Scotch 
politicians of that age. Cruelty had never been imputed to 
him. Those who most disliked him did him the justice to 
own that, where his schemes of policy were not concerned, 
he was a very goodnatured man.’^ There is not the slightest 
reason to believe that he gained a single pound Scots by the 
act which has covered his name with infamy. He had no 
personal reason to wish the Glencoe men any ill. There had 
been no feud between them and his family. His property 
lay in a district where their tartan was never seen. Yet he 
hated them with a hatred as fierce and implacable as if they 
had laid waste his fields, burned his mansion, murdered his 
child in the cradle. 

To what cause are we to ascribe so strange an antipathy ? 
This question perplexed the Master’s contemporaries; and 
any answer which may now be offered ought to be offered 
with difiidence.t The most probable conjecture is that he 
was actuated by an inordinate, an unscrupulous, a remorseless 
zeal for what seemed to him to be the interest of the state. 
This explanation may startle those who have not considered 
how large a proportion of the blackest crimes recorded in 
history is to be ascribed to ill regulated public spirit. We 
daily see men do for their party, for their sect, for their 
country, for their favourite schemes of political and social 
reform, what they would not do to enrich or to avenge them- 
selves. At a temptation directly addressed to our private 
cupidity or to our private animosity, whatever virtue we have 
takes the alarm. But virtue itself may contribute to the 
fall of him who imagines that it is in his power, by violating 
some general rule of morality, to confer an important benefit 
on a church, on a commonwealth, on mankind. He silences 
the remonstrances of conscience, and hardens his heart 
against the most touching spectacles of misery, by repeating 
to himself that Ms intentions are pure, that his objects are 
noble, that he is doing a little evil for the sake of a great 
good. By degrees he comes altogether to forget the turpitude 
of the means in the excellence of the end, and at length per- 

* Lockhart's Memoirs. enmity in that coxintry, nor so much a'? 

t What Tinder heaven was the Mas- knowledge of these persons, and who 
ter’shyass in this matter? I can was never noted for cruelty in his tem- 

gine none.” — ^Impartial Account, 1695. per, shoiild have thirsted after the blood 

Nor can any man of candour and in- of these wretches.”— Complete History 
geimity imagine that the Earl of Stair, of Bnrope, 1707. 
who had neither estate, friendship nor 


CHAP. 

XVIIL 




520 


CHAP. 

XVIII. 



HISTORY OP EXGLAXD. 


petrates witlioiit one internal twinge acts wMcli wolxld slioeli: 
a bneeaiieer. There is no reason to believe that Dominic 
■would, for the best archbishopric in Ghristendom, have incited 
ferocious marauders to plunder and slaughter a peaceful 
and industrious population, that Everard Digby would, for a 
diifeedom, have blown a large assembly of people into the air^, 
or that Eobespierre would have murdered for hire one of the 
thousands whom he murdered from philanthropy. 

The Master of Stair seems to have proposed to himself a 
truly great and good end, the pacification and civilisation of 
the Highlands. He was, by the acknowledgment of those who 
most hated him, a man of large views. He justly thought it 
monstrous that a third part of Scotland should be in a state 
scarcely less savage than New Guinea, that letters of fire and 
sword should, through a third part of Scotland, be, century 
after century, a species of legal process, and that no attempt 
should be made to apply a radical remedy to such evils. The 
independence affected by a crowd of petty sovereigns, the 
contumacious resistance which they were in the habit of 
offering to the authority of the Crown and of the Court of 
Session, their wars, their robberies, their fireraisings, their 
practice of exacting black mail from people more peaceable 
and more useful than themselves, naturally excited the dis- 
gust and indignation of an enlightened and politic gowns- 
man, who was, both by the constitution of his mind and by 
the habits of his profession, a lover of law and order. His 
object was no less than a complete dissolution and reconstruc- 
tion of society in the Highlands, such a dissolution and re- 
construction as, two generations later, followed the battle of 
Culloden. In his view the clans, as they existed, were the 
plagues of the kingdom ; and of all the clans the worst was 
that which inhabited Glencoe. He had, it is said, been par- 
ticularly struck by a frightful instance of the lawlessness and 
ferocity of those marauders. One of them, who had been 
concerned in some act of violence or rapine, had given in- 
formation against his companions. He had been bound to a 
tree and murdered. The old chief had given the first stab ; 
and scores of dirks had then been plunged into the wretch’s 
body.* By the mountaineers such an act was probably re- 




^ Dalrymple, in his Memoirs, relates 
this story, without referring to any au- 
thority. His authority probably was 
family tradition. That reports were 
current in 1692 of horrible crimes com- 
mitted by the Macdonalds of Glencoe i$ 


certain from the Burnet MS. Harl. 6584. 
“ They had indeed been guilty of many 
black murthers,’^ were Burnet’s words, 
written in 1693. He afterwards softened 
down this expression. 
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garded as a legitimate exercise of patriarclial jurisdictioii. CHAP. 
To the Master of Stair it seemed that people among whoBi 
such things were done and were approved ought to he treated 
like a pack of wolves, snared by any device, and slaughtered 
without mercy. He was well read in history, and doubtless 
knew how great rulers had, in his own and other countries, 
dealt with such banditti He doubtless knew with what 
energy and what severity James the Fifth had put down the 
mosstroopers of the border, how the chief of Henderland 
had been hung over the gate of the castle in which he had 
prepared a banquet for the King ; how John Armstrong and 
his thirty-six horsemen, when they came forth to welcome 
their sovereign, had scarcely been allowed time to say a single 
prayer before they were all tied up and turned off. Nor pro- 
bably was the Secretary ignorant of the means by which 
Sixtus the Fifth had cleared the ecclesiastical state of out- 
laws. The eulogists of that great pontiff tell us that there 
was one formidable gang which could not be dislodged from a 
stronghold among the Apennines. Beasts of burden were 
therefore loaded with poisoned food and wine, and sent by a 
road which ran close to the fastness. The robbers sallied 
forth, seized the prey, feasted and died ; and the pious old 
Pope exulted greatly when he heard that the corpses of thirty 
ruffians, who had been the terror of many peaceful villages, 
had been found lying among the mules and packages. The 
plans of the Master of Stair were conceived in the spirit of 
James and of Sixtus ; and the rebellion of the mountaineers 
furnished what seemed to be an excellent opportunity for 
carrying those plans into effect. Mere rebellion, indeed, he 
could have easily pardoned. On Jacobites, as Jacobites, he 
never showed any inclination to bear hard. He hated the 
^ Highlanders, not as enemies of this or that dynasty, but as 
enemies of law, of industry, and of trade. In his private 
correspondence he applied to them the short and terrible form 
of words in which the implacable Eoman pronounced the 
doom of Carthage. His project was no less than this, that 
the whole hill country from sea to sea, and the neighbouring 
islands, should be wasted with fire and sword, that the Came- 
rons, the Macleans, and all the branches of the race of Mac- 
donald, should be rooted out. He therefore looked with no 
-- friendly eye on schemes of reconciliation, and, while others 
were hoping that a little money would set everything right, 
hinted very intelligibly his opinion that whatever money was 
to be laid out oh the clans would be best laid out in the form 
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of bullets and bayonets. To tlie last moment be contimied 
to flatter bimself tbat tbe rebels would be obstinate^ and 
would tbns femisb bim with a plea for accpmpbsMng tbat 
great social reyolntion on wbicb bis beart was set."^ ' Tbe 
letter is still extant in which be directed the commander of 
tbe forces in Scotland how to act if tbe Jacobite chiefs should 
not come in before tbe end of December. There is some- 
thing strangely terrible in tbe calmness and conciseness 
with which the instructions are given, Your troops will 
destroy entirely the country of Locbaber^ LocbieFs lands, 
Xeppocb’s, Glengarry’s and Glencoe’s. Tour power shall 
he large enough. I hope the soldiers will not trouble tbe 

government with prisoners.” t 
This despatch bad scarcely been sent off when news arrived 
in London that the rebel chiefs, after bolding out long, bad 
at last appeared before the Sheriffs and taken tbe oaths. 
Locbiel, the most eminent man among them, bad not only 
declared that be would live and die a true subject to King 
William, but bad announced bis intention of visiting Eng- 
land, in the hope of being permitted to Mss His Majesty’s 
hand. Li London it was announced exultingly that aU the 
clans bad submitted ; and tbe announcement was generally 
thought most satisfactory.! But the Master of Stair was 
bitterly disappointed. The Highlands were then to continue 
to be what they had been, tbe shame and curse of Scotland. 

A golden opportunity of subjecting them to tbe law bad been 
suffered to escape, and might never return. If only tbe Mac- 
donalds would have stood out, nay, if an example could but 
have been made of tbe two worst Macdonalds, Eeppoch and 
Glencoe, it would have been something. But it seemed that 
even Keppoch and Glencoe, marauders who in any well 
governed country would have been hanged thirty years before,^ 
were safe. § While tbe Master was brooding over thoughts 
like these, Argyle brought bim some comfort. Tbe report 
that Mac Ian bad taken the oaths within tbe prescribed time 






^ That the plan originally framed by “ tbat a black design ms laid, not only to 
tbe Master of Stair was siicb as I have cut off the men of Olencoe, but a great 
represented it, is clear from parts of his many more clans, reckoned to he in all 
letters which are quoted in tbe Beport abore six thousand persons.” 
of 1695, and from his letters to Bread- f This letter is in theBeport of 1695, 

albane of October 27., December 2., and i London G azette, J an. 1 4. and 1 8. 1 69 J. 

December 3. 1691. Of these letters to § “I could have wished the Macdon- 
Breadalhane, the last two are in Dal- aids had not divided ; and I am sori 7 ; ’ : ' 
rymple’s Appendix. The first is in the that Keppoch and Mackian of Glenco are 
Appendix to tbe first volume of Mr. safe.” — ^Letter of the Master of Stair to 
Burton’s valuable History of Scotland, Levingstone, Jan, 9. 169J, quoted in tho 
**lt, appeared,” says Burnet (ii. U7.), Beportof 1695. 
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was erroneoiisv The Secretary was consoled. One clan, 
then, was at the mercy of the government, and that clan the 
most lawless of all. One great act of justice, nay of charity, 
might he performed. One terrible and memorable example 
might be made.’^ 

Yet there was a difficnlty, Mac Ian had taken the oaths. 
He had taken them, indeed, too late to be entitled to plead 
the letter of the royal promise: bnt the fact that he had 
taken them was one which evidently ought to have been 
bronght under consideration before his fate was decided. By 
a dark intrigue, of which the history is but imperfectly known, 
but which was, in all probability, directed by the Master of 
Stair, the evidence of Mac Ian’s tardy submission was sup- 
pressed. The certificate which the Sheriff of Argyleshire 
had transmitted to the Council at Edinburgh was never laid 
before the Board, but was privately submitted to some per- 
sons high in office, and particularly to Lord President Stair, 
the father of the Secretary. These persons pronounced the 
certificate irregular, and, indeed, absolutely null ; and it was 
cancelled. 

Meanwhile the Master of Stair was forming, in concert 
with Breadalhane and Argyle, a plan for the destruction of 
the people of Glencoe. It was necessary to take the King’s 
pleasure, not, indeed, as to the details of what was to be done, 
but as to the question whether Mac Ian and his people should 
or should not be treated as rebels out of the pale of the ordi- 
nary law. The Master of Stair found no difficulty in the 
royal closet. William had, in aH probability, never heard 
the Glencoe men mentioned except as banditti. He knew 
that they had not come in by the prescribed day. That they 
had come in after that day he did not know. If he paid any 
^ attention to the matter, he must have thought that so fair an 
opportunity of putting an end to the devastations and depre- 
dations from which a quiet and industrious population had 
suffered so much ought not to be lost. 

An order was laid before him for signature. He signed it, 
but, if Burnet may be trusted, did not read it. Whoever has 
seen anything of public business knows that princes and 
ministers daily sign, and indeed must sign, documents which 
they have not read ; and of all documents a document relat- 
ing' to a small tribe of mountaineers, living in a wilderness 
not set down in any map, was least likely to interest a Sove- 

* Letter of tlie Master of Stair to LcTingstone, Jan. 11. 169|, quoted in the 
Report of 1695 
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rGign wliosG mind was full of sc1igio.gs on wliicli tliG fato of 
Europo miglit dopGiid.* Butj, gygii on tlio supposition tliat 
lie read the order to wMch he afiixed his name, there seems to 
be no reason for blaming him. That order, directed to the 
Commander of the Forces in Scotland, runs thus : "^As for 
Mac Ian of Grlencoe and that tribe, if they can be well dis- 
tinguished from the other Highlanders, it will be proper, for 
the vindication of public justice, to extirpate that set of 
thieves/^ These words naturally bear a sense perfectly inno- 
cent, and would, but for the horrible event which followed, have 
been universally understood in that sense. It is undoubtedly 
one of the first duties of every government to extirpate gangs 
of thieves. This does not mean that every thief ought to be 
treacherously assassinated in his sleep, or even that every 
thief ought to be put to death after a fair trial, but that ^ 
every gang, as a gang, ought to be completely broken up, and 
that whatever severity is indispensably necessary for that end 
ought to be used. It is in this sense that we praise the 
Marquess of Hastings for extirpating the Pindarees, and Lord 
William Bentinck for extirpating the Thugs. If the King 
had read and weighed the words which were submitted to him 
by his Secretary, he would probably have understood them to 
mean that Glencoe was to be occupied by troops, that resis- 
tance, if resistance were attempted, was to be put down with ' 
a strong hand, that severe punishment was to be inflicted on 
those leading members of the clan who could be proved to have 
been guilty of great crimes, that some active young freebooters 
who were more used to handle the broad sword than the 
plough, and who did not seem likely to settle down into quiet 
labom:ers, were to be sent to the army in the Low Countries, 
that others were to be transported to the American plantations, 
and that those Macdonalds who were suffered to remain in^.^ 
their native valley were to be disarmed and required to give 
hostages for g'ood behaviour. A plan very nearly resembling 
this had, we know, actually been the subject of much discus- 
sion in the political circles of Edinburgh.f There can be 
httle doubt that William would have deserved well of his 
people if he had, in this manner, extirpated not only the tribe 


m 




* Bumet, ii. 89. Burnet, in 1693, 
wrote thus about William: — “He suffers 
matters to run till there is a great heap 
of papers; and then he signs them as 
much too fast as he .was before too slow in 
despatching them.” Burnet MS. Harl. 
6584. There is no sign either of procras- 
tination or of undue haste in William’s 


correspondence with Heinsiiis. The truth 
is that the King understood Continental 
politics thoroitghly, and gave Ms whole 
mind to them. To English business he ' 
attended less, and to Scotch business 
least of all. 

t Impartial Account, 1695. 
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of Mae Ian, but every HiffMand tribe wliose calling was to CHaia 
steal cattle and bum liouses. 

Tbe extirpation planned by tbe Master of Stair was of a 
diBferent Mndy^ design was to butcber tbe whole race 
of thieves, tbe whole damnable race. Such was the language 
in which his hatred vented itself. He studied the geography 
of the wild country which surrounded Glencoe, and made his 
arrangements with infernal sMlL If possible the blw 
must be quick, and crushing, and altogether unexpected. 

But if Mac Ian should apprehend danger, and should attempt 
to take refuge in the territories of his neighbours, he must 
find every road barred. The pass of Eannoch must be secured. 

The Laird of Weem, who was powerful in Strath Tay, must 
^ be told that, if he harbours the outlaws, he does so at his 
peril. Breadalbane promised to cut off the retreat of the 
fugitives on one side, Mac Callum More on another. It was 
fortunate, the Secretary wrote, that it was winter. This was 
the time to maul the wretches. The nights were so long, the 
mountain tops so cold and stormy, that even the hardiest 
men could not long bear exposure to the open air without a 
roof or a spark of fire. That the women and the children 
could find shelter in the desert was quite impossible. While 
. y he wrote thus, no thought that he was committing a gi^eat 
wickedness crossed his mind. He was happy in the approba- 
tion of his own conscience. Duty, justice, nay charity and 
mercy, were the names under which he disguised his cruelty ; 
nor is it by any means improbable that the disguise imposed 
upon himself.* 

Hill, who commanded the forces assembled at Bort William, 
was not entrusted with the execution of the design. He 
seems to have been a humane man; he was much distressed 
j when he learned that the government was determined on 
severity ; and it was probably thought that his heart might 
fail him in the most critical moment. He was directed to put 
a strong detachment under the orders of his second in com- 
mand, Lieutenant Colonel Hamilton, To Hamilton a signi- 
ficant hint was conveyed that he had now an excellent oppor- 
tunity of establishing his character in the estimation of those 
who were at the head of affairs. Of the troops entrusted to 
him a large proportion were Campbells, and belonged to a 
^ regiment lately raised by Argyle^ and called by Argyle’gname. 

It was probably thought that, on such an occasion, humanity 

^ See iiis letters quoted in t]he Keport of 1695, and in tte Memoirs of tlie Mas- 
sacre of Glencoe. 


526 


CHAP. 
XYHI. 



HISTOEY OP EHGLANl). 

migM prove too strooag for tlie mere haMt of military obedience, 
and tbat little reliance could be placed on bearts wbich. bad 
not been nlcerated by a feud sucb as bad long raged between 
tbe people of Mac Ian and the people of Mac Callum More, 

Had Hamilton marcbed openly against tbe Glencoe men 'I 
and put tbem to tbe edge of tbe sword, tbe act would pro- 
bably not have wanted apologists, and most certainly would not 
have wanted precedents. But tbe Master of Stair bad strongly 
recommended a different mode of proceeding. If tbe least 
alarm were given, tbe nest of robbers would be found empty ; 
and to bunt tbem down in so wild a region would, even with 
all tbe help that Breadalbane and Argyle could give, be a 
long and difficult business. Better,” be wrote, not meddle 
with tbem than meddle to no purpose. When tbe thing is . 
resolved let it be secret and sudden.”* He was obeyed ; and ^ 
it was determined that tbe Glencoe men should perish, not by 
military execution, but by tbe most dastardly and perfidious 
form of assassination. 

On tbe first of February a hundred and twenty soldiers of 
Argyle’s regiment, commanded by a captain named Campbell 
and a lieutenant named Lindsay, marcbed to Glencoe. Cap- 
tain Campbell was commonly called in Scotland Glenlyon, 
from tbe pass in which bis property lay. He bad every , - 
qualification for tbe service on which be was employed, an ^ ' 
unblushing forehead, a smooth lying tongue, and a heart of 
adamant. He was also one of tbe few Campbells who were 1 
likely to be trusted and welcomed by tbe Macdonalds : for bis j 
niece was married to Alexander, the second son of Mac Ian. 

Tbe sight of tbe red coats approaching caused some anxiety 
among tbe population of tbe valley. J obn, tbe eldest son of 
tbe Chief, came, accompanied by twenty clansmen, to meet 
tbe strangers, and asked what this visit meant. Lieutenant^/; 
Lindsay answered that tbe soldiers came as friends, and j 
wanted nothing but quarters. They were kindly received, and | 
were lodged under tbe thatched roofs of tbe little community. 
Glenlyon and several of bis men were taken into tbe bouse of 
a tacksman who was named from tbe cluster of cabins over j 

which be exercised authority, Inverriggen, Lindsay was ] 

accommodated nearer to tbe abode of tbe old cbief. Aucbiii- I 
triater, one of tbe principal men of tbe clan, who governed ; 
tbe small hamlet of Auchnaion, found room there for a party 
commanded by a seqeant named Barbour, Provisions were 
liberally supplied. There was no want of beef, which bad 

* Eeport of 1696, 
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probably fattened in distant pastures : nor was any payment 
demanded : for in liospitalitjy as in tMerery, tbe Gaelic 
maranders rivalled the Bedouins* Dnring twelve days the 
soldiers lived familiarly with the people of the glen. Old Mac 
Ian, who had before felt many misgivings as to the relation 
in which he stood to the government^ seems to have been 
pleased with the visit. The ofl&cers passed much of their time 
with him and his family. The long evenings were cheerfully 
spent by the peat fire with the help of some pacts of cards 
which had fonnd their way to that remote corner of the world, 
and of some French brandy which was probably part of James’s 
farewell gift to his Highland supporters. Glenlyon appeared 
to be warmly attached to his niece and her husband Alexander. 
Every day he came to their house to take his morning draught. 
Meanwhile he observed with minute attention all the avenues 
by which, when the signal for the slaughter should be given, 
the Macdonalds might attempt to escape to the hills ; and 
he reported the result of his observations to Hamilton. 

Hamilton fixed five o’clock in the morning of the thir- 
teenth of February for tbe deed. He hoped that, before that 
time, he should reach Glencoe with four hundred men, and 
should have stopped all the earths in which the old fox and 
his two cubs, — so Mac Ian and his sons were nicknamed by 
the murderers, — could take refuge. But, at five precisely, 
whether Hamilton had arrived or not, Glenlyon was to faU 
on, and to slay every Macdonald under seventy. 

The night was rough. Hamilton and his troops made 
slow progress, and were long after their time. While they 
were contending with the wind and snow, Glenlyon was 
supping and playing at cards with those whom he meant to 
butcher before daybreak. He and Lieutenant Lindsay had 
engaged themselves to dine with the old Chief on the morrow. 

Late in the evening a vague suspicion that some evil was 
intended crossed the mind of the Chief’s eldest son. The 
soldiers were evidently in a restless state ; and some of them 
uttered strange exclamations. Two men, it is said, were 
overheard whispering. J do not like this job,” one of 
them muttered : I should be glad to fight the Macdonalds, 
But to kill men in their beds—” We must do as we are 
bid,” answered another voice. If there is anything wrong, 
our ofiS.cers must answer for it.” John Macdonald was so 
uneasy that, soon after midnight, he went to Glenlyon’s 
quarters. Glenlyon and his men were all up, and seemed to 
be getting their arms ready for action. John, much alarmed, 
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asked wliat these preparations meant. Glenlyon was profuse 
of friendly assurances. ^"'Some of Glengarry’s people haye 
been harrying the country. We are getting ready to march 
against them. You are quite safe. Do you think that^ if^ 
you were in any danger, I should not have giyen a hint to 
your brother Sandy and his wife ? ” John’s suspicions were 
quieted. He returned to his house, and lay down to rest. 

It was five in the morning, Hamilton and Ms men were 
stiU some miles off; and the avenues which they were to 
have secured were open. But the orders wHch Glenlyon 
had received were precise; and he began to execute them at 
the little village where he was Mmself quartered. His host 
Inverrigen and nine other Macdonalds were dragged out of 
their beds, bound hand and foot, and murdered. A boy 
twelve years old clung round the Captain’s legs, and begged 
hard for life. He would do anything : he would go any- 
where: he would follow Glenlyon round the world. Even 
Glenlyon, it is said, showed signs of relenting; but a 
ruffian named Drummond shot the child dead. 

At Auchnaion the tacksman Auchintriater was up early 
that morning, and was sitting with eight of his family round 
the fire, when a volley of musketry laid him and seven of his 
companions dead or dying on the floor. His brother, who 
alone had escaped mihurt, called to Seqeant Barbour, who 
commanded the slayers, and asked as a favour to be allowed 
to die in the open air. Well,” said the Serjeant, I will 
do you that favour for the sake of your meat which I have 
eaten.” The mountaineer, bold, athletic, and favoured by 
the darkness, came forth, rushed on the soldiers who were 
about to level their pieces at him, flmig his plaid over their 
faces, and was gone in a moment. 

Meanwhile Lindsay had knocked at the door of the old 
Chief and had asked for admission in friendly language. The 
door was opened. Mac Ian, while puttmg on his clothes and 
calling to his servants to bring some refreshment for his 
visitors, was shot through the head. Two of his atbendants 
were slain with him. His wife was akeady up and dressed 
in such finery as the princesses of the rude Highland glens 
were accustomed to wear. The assassins pulled off her 
clothes and trinkets. The rings were not easily taken from 
her fingers ; hut a soldier tore them away with Ms teeth. 
She died on the following day. 

The statesman, to whom chiefly this great crime is to be 
ascribed, had planned it with consummate ability : but the 
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execution was complete in nothing but in guilt and infamy. GHAP, 
*A succession of blunders saved three fourths of the Glencoe ; xvni. ^ 
men from the fate of their chief. All the moral qualities 
which, fit men to bear a part in a massacre Hamilton and 
Glenlyon possessed in perfection. But neither seems to have 
had much professional still. Hamilton had arranged his 
plan without mating allowance for bad weather, and this ab 
a season when, in the Highlands, the weather was very litely 
to be bad. The consequence was that the fox earths, as he 
called them, were not stopped in time. Glenlyon and his 
men committed the error of despatching their hosts with 
firearms instead of using the cold steel. The peal and flash 
of gun after gun gave notice, from three different parts of the 
valley at once, that murder was doing. From fifty cottages 
the half naked peasantry fled under cover of the night to the 
recesses of their pathless glen. Even the sons of Mac Ian, 
who had been especially marked out for destruction, con- 
trived to escape. They were roused from sleep by faithful 
servants. John, who, by the death of his father, had become 
the patriarch of the tribe, quitted his dwelling just as twenty 
soldiers with fixed bayonets marched up to it. It was broad 
day long before Hamilton arrived. He found the work not 
even half performed. About thirty corpses lay wallowing in 
blood on the dunghills before the doors. One or two women 
were seen among the number, and a yet more fearful and 
piteous sight, a little hand, which had been lopped in the 
tumult of the butchery from some infant. One aged Mac- “ 
donald was found alive. He was probably too infirm to fl.y, 
and, as he was above seventy, was not included in the orders 
under which Glenlyon had acted, Hamilton murdered the 
old man in cold blood. The deserted hamlets were then set 
on fire; and the troops departed, driving away with them 
many sheep and goats, nine hundred kine, and two hundred 
of the small shaggy ponies of the Highlands. 

It is said, and may but too easily be believed, that the suf- 
ferings of the fugitives were terrible. How many old men, 
how many women with babes in their arms, sank down and 
slept their last sleep in the snow ; how many, having crawled, 
spent with toil and hunger, into nooks among the precipices, 
died in those dark holes, and were picked to the bone by the 
mountain ravens, can never be known. But it is probable 
that those who perished by cold, weariness, and want were 
not less numerous than those who were slain by the assassins. 

Wlien the troops had retired, the Macdonalds crept out of 
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the caTems of Glencoe, ventured back to the spot where the 
huts had formerly stood, collected the scorched corpses fi’oin 
among the smoking ruins, and performed some rude rites of 
sepulture. The tradition runs that the hereditary bard of 
the tribe took his seat on a rock which overhung the place of 


slaughter, and poured forth a long lament over his murdered 
brethren and his desolate home. Eighty years later that sad 
dirge was still repeated by the population of the vaHey.* 

The survivors might well apprehend that they had escaped 
the shot and the sword only to perish by famine. The whole 
domain was a waste. Houses, barns, furniture, implements 
of husbandry, herds, flocks, horses, were gone. Many months 
must elapse before the clan would be able to raise on its own 
ground the means of- supporting even the most miserable 

existenee-t . 

It may be thought strange that these events should not 
have been instantly followed by a burst of execration from 
every part of the civilised •World. The fact, however, is that 
years elapsed before the public indignation was thoroughly 
awakened, and that months elapsed before the blackest part 
,of the story found credit even among the enemies of the 
government. That the massacre should not have been men- 
tioned in the London Gazettes, in the Monthly Mercuries, 
which were scarcely less courtly than the Gazettes, or in 
pamphlets licensed by ofS.cial censors, is perfectly intelligible. 
But that no allusion to it should be found in private journals 
and letters, written by persons free from all restraint, may 
seem extraordinary. There is not a word on the subject in 
Evelyn^s Diary. In Harcissus Luttrell’s Diary is a remark- 
able entry made five weeks after the butchery. The letters 
from Scotland, he says, described that kingdom as perfectly 
tranquil, except that there was stiU some grumbling about^ 




* Deposition of Ronald ]\racdonald in 
the Report of 1695 ; Letters from the 
Moimtains, May 17» 1773. I quote Mrs. 
Grant’s authority only for what she her- 
self heard and saw. Her account of the 
massacre was written apparently without 
the assistance of books, and is grossly 
incorrect. Indeed she makes a mistake 
of two years as to the date. 

t I have taken the account of the 
Massacre of Glencoe chiefly from the 
Report of 1696, and from the Gallienus 
Eedmvus. An unlearned, and indeed a 
learned, reader may he at a loss to guess 
why the Jacobites should hkve selected 
so strange a title for on the 


massacre of Glencoe. The explanation 
will he found in a letter of the Emperor 
Gallienus, preserved by Trehellius Pollio 
in the Life of Iiigenuus. Ingenuus had 
raised a rebellion in Moesia. He was 
defeated and killed. Gallienus ordered 
the whole province to be laid waste, and 
wrote to one of his lieutenants in lan- 
guage to which that of the Master of 
Stair bore but too much resemblance. 

Hon mihi satisfacies si tantum arma- 
tos oecideris, quos et fors belli interimere 
potuisset. Perimendus est omnis sexus 
virilis. Oeeidendus est quicunque male- 
dixit. Oeeidendus est quicxmque male 
voluit. Lacera. Occide. Coneide/’' 
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ecclesiastical questions. The Dutch ministers regularfy re- 
ported all the Scotch news to their goyemment. They 
thought it worth while, about this time^ to mention that a 
collier had been taken by a privateer near Berwick, that the 
^ Edinburgh mail had been robbed, that a whale, with a tongue 
seventeen feet long and seven feet broad, had been stranded 
near Aberdeen. But it is not hinted in any of their des- 
patches that there was any rumour of any extraordinary 
occurrence in the Highlands. Eeports that some of the Mac- 
donalds had been slain did indeed, in about three weeks, 
travel through Edinburgh up to London. But these reports 
were vague and contradictory; and the very worst of them was 
i far from coming up to the horrible truth. The Whig version 
^ of the story was that the old robber Mac Ian had laid an am- 

' buscade for tlie soldiers, that he had been caught in his own 

snare, and that he and some of his clan had fallen sword in 
‘ : hand. The Jacobite version, written at Edinburgh on the 

twenty-third of March, appeared in the Paris Gazette of the 
seventh of April. Glenlyon, it was said, had been sent with 
a detachment from Argyle’s regiment, under cover of dark- 
ness, to surprise the inhabitants of Glencoe, and had killed 
, thirty-six men and hoys and four women.* In this there 
was nothing very strange or shocking. A night attack on a 
I gang of freebooters occupying a strong natural fortress may 
be a perfectly legitimate military operation ; and, in the ob- 
scurity and confusion of such an attack, the most humane 
man may be so unfortunate as to shoot a woman or a child. 
Tlie circumstances which give a peculiar character to the 
slaughter of Glencoe, the breach of faith, the breach of hos- 
pitality, the twelve days of feigned friendship and conviviality, 
of morning calls, of social meals, of healthdrinking, of card- 
X playing, were not mentioned by the Edinburgh correspondent 
of the Paris Gazette ; and we may therefore confidently infer 
that those circumstances were as yet unknown even to in- 
quisitive and busy malecontents residing in the Scottish 
capital within a, hundred miles of the spot where the deed 
had been done. In the south of the island, the matter pro- 
i duced, as far as can now be Judged, scarcely any sensation. 

To the Londoner of those days Appin was what CafEraria or 
^ Borneo is to us. He was not more moved by hearing that 
^ "V. some Highland thieves had been surprised and killed than 
vre are by hearing that a band of Amakosah cattle stealers 

^ Wliat I have called the Whig version Jacobite version, in the Paris Gazette of 
of the story is given, as well as the April 7. 1692, 
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tas been cut off, or tliat a bart foil of Malay pirates lias been 
sunk. He took it for granted tkat notbing bad been done in 
Glencoe beyond wbat was doing in many other glens. There 
might haTe been violence 5 but it had been in a land of . 
violence. There had been a night brawl, one of a hundred 
night brawls, between the Macdonalds and the Campbells ; j 
and the Campbells had knocked the Macdonalds on the head. 

By slow degrees the whole came ont. Prom a letter writ- 
ten at Edinburgh before the end of April, it appears that the 
true story was abeady current among the Jacobites of that 
city. In the summer Argyle’s regiment was quartered in 
the south of England, and, some of the men made strange 
confessions, over their ale, about what they had been forced 
to do in the preceding winter. The nonjurors soon got hold f 
of the clue, and followed it resolutely : their secret presses 
went to work ; and at length, near a year after the crime 
had been committed, it was published to the world."^ But 
the world was long incredulous. The habitual mendacity of 
the Jacobite libellers had brought on them an appropriate 
punishment. How, when, for the first time, they told the 
truth, they were supposed to be romancing. They com- 
plained bitterly that the story, though perfectly authentic, . 


was regarded by the public as a factious lie.f So late as the 


ww 


year 1695, Hickes, in a tract in which he endeavoured to de- 
fend his darling tale of the Theban legion against the un- 
answerable argument drawn from the silence of historians, 
remarked that it might well be doubted whether any his- 
torian would make . mention of the massacre of Glencoe. 
There were in England, he said, many thousands of well 
educated men who had never heard of that massacre, or vdio 
regarded it as a mere fable, f 

nevertheless the punishment of some of the guilty bega-n-^' 
very early. Hill, who indeed can scarcely bo called guilty, 
was much disturbed. Breadalbane, hardened as he was, felt 
the stings' of conscience or the dread of retribution. A few 
days after the Macdonalds had returned to their old dwell- 
ingplace, his steward visited the ruins of the house of Glen- 
coe, and endeavoured to persuade the sons of the murdered 


^ I believe tliat the circumstances 
which give so peculiar a character of 
atrocity to the Massacre of Olencoe were 
first published in print by Charles Leslie 
in the Appendix to his answer to King. 
The date of Leslie^s answer is 1692, 
But it must be remembered ttmt the date 
of 1692 was then used down to what we 


should call the 2ath of March 1693. 
Leslie’s book contains some remarks on 
a sermon by Tillotson which was not 
printed till Xovember 1692. The G-allie* 
nus Eedivivus speedily followed, 
t Gu-llienus Eedivivus. 
j Hickes on Burnet and Tillotson, 
1695. 
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cMef to sign a paper declaring ttat they held tlie Earl CHAP, 
guiltless of tlie blood wMeb bad been sbed. Tbey were 
assiired tbat, if tbey wonld do tbis, all His Lordship’s great 
influence sbonld be employed to obtain for tbem from tbe 
/ Crown a jfree pardon and a remission of all forfeitnres.'^ 
Glenlyon did bis best to assume an air of nnconcerm He 
made bis appearance in tbe most fashionable coffeehouse at 
Edinburgh, and talked loudly and selfcomplacently about the 
important service in which he had been engaged among the 
mountains. Some of bis soldiers, however, who observed 
him closely, whispered that aU this bravery was put on. He 
was not the man that be had been before that night. Tbe 
form of bis countenance was changed. In all places, at all 
hours, whether be waked or slept, Glencoe was ever before 
him.t 

But, whatever apprehensions might disturb Breadalbane, 
whatever spectres might haunt Glenlyon, the Master of Stair 
had neither fear nor remorse. He was indeed mortified : but 
he was mortified only by the blunders of Hamilton and by 
the escape of so many of the damnable breed. ^^Do right, 
and fear nob6dy;” such is the language of his letters. ^“^ Can 
there be a more sacred duty than to rid* the country of thiev- 
ihg ? The only thing that I regret is that any got away/’ J 

On the sixth of March, William, entirely ignorant, in all Wiiliam 
probability, of the details of the crime which has cast a dark 
shade over his glory, had set out for the Continent, leaving 
the Queen his vicegerent in England.§ 

He would perhaps have postponed has departure if he had 
been aware that the Erench Government had, during some 
time, been making great preparations for a descent on our 
island. II An event had taken place which had changed the 
policy of the court of Yersailles. Louvois was no more. He Ueath of 
had been at the head of the military administration of his howois. 
country during a quarter of a century ; he had borne a chief 
part in the direction of two wars which had enlarged the Erench 
territory, and had filled the world with the renown of the 

^ Report of 1695. correspondence *witli Heinsius. So late as 

t Gailienns Rediviviis. ^ William -wrote tlins : “ Je ne puis 

J Report of 1695. Tons dissimnler qneje commence aappre- 

§ London Grazette, Mar. 7. IdOj. Lender une descente en Angleterre, qnoi- 

II Rnmet (ii. 93.) says that the King qne je h’aye pn le croire d'abord: mais 
-was not at this time informed of the in- les avis sent si mtiltipli^s de tons les 
tentions of the French Grovernment. cotes, et accompagn4s de tant de particu-* 

Ralph contradicts Burnet with great as- larites, qn’il n’est plus gntre possible 
perity. But that Burnet was in the right d’en donter,” I quote from the French 
is proved beyond dispute by William’s translation among the Mackintosh MSS. 
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French arm% and he had lived to see the heginiiing of a third 
war which tashed his great powers to the utmost. Between 
him and the celebrated captains who carried his plans into 
execution there was little harmony. His imperions temper 
and his confidence in himself impelled him to interfere too 
mnch with the conduct of troops in the fields, even when 
those troops were commanded by Oonde, by Tnrenne, or by 
Lnxembnrg. But he was the greatest Adjutant Generalj^ the 
greatest Quartermaster General^ the greatest Commissary 
General, that Europe had seen. He may indeed be said to 
have made a revolution in the art of disciplining, distrihuting, 
equipping, and provisioning armies. In spite, however, of his 
abilities and of Ms services, he had become odious to Lewis 
and to her who governed Lewis. On the last occasion on 
which the King and the minister transacted business to- 
gether, the ill humour on both sides broke violently forth. 
The servant, in his vexation, dashed his portfolio on the 
ground. The master, forgetting, what he seldom forgot, that 
a king should be a gentleman, lifted Ms cane. Fortunately 
his wife was present. She, with her usual prudence, caught 
Ms arm. She then got Louvois out of the room, and ex- 
horted Mm to come back the next day as if nothing had 
happened. The next day he came, bnt with death in his 
face. The King, though full of resentment, was tonehed with 
pity, and advised Louvois to go home and take care of him- 
self. That evening the great minister died.'^ 

Louvois had constantly opposed all plans for the invasion 
of England. His death was therefore regarded at Saint 
Germains as a fortunate event, f It was however necessary 
to look sad, and to send a gentleman to Versailles with some 
words of condolence. The messenger found the gorgeous 
circle of courtiers assembled round their master on the 
terrace above the orangery. Sir,^^ said Lewis, in a tone scT" 
easy and cheerful that it filled all the bystanders with amaze- 
ment, present my compliments and thanks to the King and 
Queen of England, and tell them that neither my affairs nor 
theirs will go on the worse for what has happened.^’ These 
words were doubtless meant to intimate that the influence 
of Louvois had not been exerted in favour of the House of 
Stuart, t One compliment, however, a compliment which 

* Burnet, ii, 96 . and Onslow’s note ; de Saint Simon. Saint Simon was on the - ' 
Memoires de Saint Simon; Journal de terrace, and, young as he was, observed '4* 
iJangeaii. this singular scene with an eye which 

t Life of James, ij. 411, 412. nothing escaped. 

i IJdemoircs de Bangeau; Memoires 
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cost France dear, Lewis ttonglit it rigM to pay to tHe 
memoTj of Ms ablest servant. Tbe Marquess of Barbesienx, 
son of Lonvois, was placed, in Ms twenty-fiftb. year, at tbe 
bead of tbe war department. Tbe yotmg man was by no 
means deficient in abilities, and bad been, during some years, 
employed in business of grave importance. But bis passions 
were strongs bis judgment was not ripe; and bis sudden 
elevation turned bis bead. His manners gave general dis- 
gust. Old officers complained that be kept them long in bis 
antecbamber while be was amusing Mmself witb bis spaniels 
and bis flatterers. Those who were admitted to bis presence 
went away disgusted by bis rudeness and arrogance. As 
was natural at bis age, be valued power chiefly as tbe means 
of procuring pleasure. Millions of crowns were expended 
on tbe luxurious villa where be loved to forget tbe cares of 
office in gay conversation, delicate cookery, and foaming 
Champagne. He often pleaded an attack of fever as an 
excuse for not making Ms appearance at tbe proper hour in. 
the royal closet, when in truth be had been playing truant 
among bis boon companions and mistresses. Tbe French 
King,” said William, ^^bas an odd taste. He chooses an 
old woman for Ms mistress, and a young man for his 
minister.”* 

There can be little doubt that Louvois, by pursuing that 
course which bad made Mm odious to the inmates of Saint 
Germains, had deserved well of Ms country. He was not 
maddened by Jacobite enthusiasm. He well knew that exiles 
are the worst of all advisers. He bad excellent information: 
be- bad excellent judgment : he calculated the chances ; and 
be saw that a descent was bkely to fail, and to fail disas- 
trously and disgracefully. James might well be impatient 
to try the experiment, though the odds should be ten to one 
against him. He might gain; and be could not lose. His folly 
and obstinacy had left Mm notMng to risk. His food, his drink, 
bis lodging, bis clothes, be owed to charity. Nothing could 
be more natural than that, for the very smallest chance of 
recovering the three kingdoms which be had/tMown away, 
be should be wiilmg to stake what was not Ms own, the 
honour of the French arms, the grandeur and the safety of 
the French monarchy. To a French statesman such a wager 
might well appear in a different ligbt. But Louvois was 

* M4moires de Saint Simon ; Burnet, of Eheims, wHeli is quoted by Voltaire 
ii. 95. ; G-nardian, No. 4:8, See tbe ex- in tbe Si^cle de bouis XIV. 
ceilent letter of Lewis to tbe Arcbbisbop 
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CHAP. gone. His master yielded to the importunity of James, and 
determined to send an expedition against England.-^ 

The The scheme was, in some respects, well concerted. It was 

lesolved that a camp should be formed on the coast of For- 
defcmnines maudj, and that in this camp all the Irish regiments which 
to sencUn Erench service should be assembed under their 

agaSst^^^ countryman Sarsfield. With them were to be joined about 
Engiaad. thousand French troops. The whole army was to be 
commanded by Marshal Bellefonds. 

A noble fleet of about eighty ships of the line was to con- 
voy this force to the shores of England. In the dockyards 
both of Britanny and of Provence immense preparations were 
made. Four and forty men of war, some of which were 
among the finest that had ever been built, were assembled in 
the harbour of Brest under Tourville. The Count of Estrees, 
with thirty-five more, was to sail from Toulon. Ushant was 
fixed for the place of rendezvous. The very day was named. 
In order that there might be no want either of seamen or of 
vessels for the intended expedition, all maritime trade, all 
privateering was, for a time, interdicted by a royal mandate, f 
Three hundred transports were collected near the spot where 
the troops were to embark. It was hoped that all would be 
ready early in the spring, before the English ships were half 
rigged or half manned, and before a siugle Dutch man of war 
was in the Channel. J 

James Be- James had indeed persuaded himself that, even if the 
theEiiglSh English fleet should fall in with him, it would not oppose 
fleet is him. He imagined that he was personally a favourite with 
the mariners of all ranks. His emissaries had been busy 
among the naval officers, and had found some who remem- 
bered him with kindness, and others who were out of humour 
with the men now in power. All the wild talk of a class 
of people not distinguished by taciturnity or discretion wa^ 
reported to him with exaggeration, till he was deluded into a 
belief that he had more friends than enemies on board of the 
vessels which guarded our coasts. Tet he should have 
known that a rough sailor, who thought himself ill used by 
the Admiralty, might, after the third bottle, when drawn on 
by artful companions, express his regret for the good old 
time, curse the new government, and curse himself for being 
such a fool as to fight for that government, and yet might be 

* In tlie Kairne Papers printed by f London Gazette, Feb. 15. 169L 
Macpherson are two memorials feom i M4nioiresde Berwick, Bnmet,il. 92.; 

James urging Lewis to invade England. Life of James, ii. 478. 491. 

Both wore written in January 1692. 
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by no means prepared to go over to the Freneb. on tbe day 
of battle. Of the malecontent officers^ -who, as James be- 
lieved, were impatient to desert, the great majority had pro- 
bably given no pledge of their attachment to him except an 
idle word hiccoughed out when they were drunk, and for- 
gotten when they were sober. One of those from whom 
he expected support, Eear Admiral Carter, had indeed heard 
and perfectly understood what the Jacobite agents had to 
say, had given them fair words, and had reported the whole 
to the Queen and her ministers."^ 

But the chief dependence of James was on Eussell. That 
false, arrogant, and wayward politician was to command the 
Channel Fleet. He had never ceased to assure the Jacobite 
emissaries that he was bent on effecting a Eestoration. 
Those emissaries folly reckoned, if not on his" entire coopera- 
tion, yet at least on his connivance ; and there could be no 
doubt that, with his connivance, a French fleet might easily 
convey an army to our shores. James flattered himself that, 
as soon as he had landed, he should be master of the island. 
But in truth, wh§n the voyage had ended the difficulties of 
his enterprise would have been only beginning. Two years 
before h*e had received a lesson by which he should have 
profited. He had then deceived himself and others into the be- 
lief that the English were regretting him, were pining for him, 
were eager to rise in arms by tens of thousands to welcome him. 
William was then, as now, at a distance. Then, as now, the 
administration was entrusted to a woman. There were 
then fewer regular troops in England than now. Torring- 
ton had then done as much to injure the government which 
he served as Eussell could now do. The French fleet 
had then, after riding during several weeks, victorious and 
dominant in the Channel, landed some troops on the southern 
coast. The immediate effect had been that whole counties, 
without distinction of Tory or Whig, Churchman or Dis- 
senter, had risen up, as one man, to repel the foreigners, and 
fchat the Jacobite party, which had, a few days before, seemed 
to be half the nation, had crouched down in silent terror, 
and had made itself so small that it had, during some time, 
been iiivisible. What reason was there for believing that the 
multitudes who had, in 1690, at the first lighting of the 
beacons, snatched up firelocks, pikes, scythes, to defend 
their native sofl against the French, would now welcome 
the French as allies ? And of the army by which James was 

* History of tke late Conspiracy, 1698. 
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now to be accompanied tie Frencb formed tbe least 
part. More tian half of that army was to consist of Irish 
Papists; andthe feeling, compounded of hatred and scorn, 
with which, the Irish Papists had long been regarded by the 
English Protestants, had by recent events been stimulated to 
a vehemence before unknown. The hereditary slaves, it* was 
said, had been for a moment free; and that moment had 
sufficed to prove that they knew neither how to use nor how 
to defend their JBreedom. During their short ascendency they 
had done notbing but slay, and burn, and piUage, and de- 
molish, and attaint, and confiscate.- In three years they had 
committed such waste on their native land as thirty years of 
English intelligence and industry would scarcely repair. 
They would have maintained their independence against the 
world, if they liad been as ready to fight as they were to 
steal: But they had retreated ignominiously jfrom the walls 
of Londonderry. They had fled like deer before the yeomanry 
of Enniskillen. The Prince whom they now presumed 'to 
think that they could place, by force of arms, on the English 
throne, had himself, on the morning after the rout of the 
Boyne, reproached them with their cowardice, and told them 
that he would never again trust to their soldiership. On 
tnis subject Englishmen were of one mind. Tories, Non- 
jurors, even Eoman Catholics, were as loud as Whigs in 
reviling the ill-fated race. It is, therefore, not difficult to 
guess what effect would have been produced by the appear- 
ance on our soil of enemies whom, on their own soil, we had 
vanquished and trampled down. 

James, however, in spite of the recent and severe teaching 
of experience, believed whatever his correspondents in England 
told him ; and they told him that the whole nation was impa- 
tiently expecting him, that both the West and the North were 
ready to rise, that he would proceed from the place of landing to 
Whitehall with as little opposition as he had encountered 
when, in old times, he made a progress through his kingdom, 
escorted, by long cavalcades of gentlemen, from one lordly 
mansion to another. Eerguson distinguished himself by the 
confidence with which he predicted a complete and bloodless 
victory. He and his printer, he was absurd enough to -write, 
would be the two first men in the realm to take horse for His 
Majesty. Many other agents were busy, up and down the 
country, during the winter and the early part of the spring. 
It does not appear that they had much success in the coun- 
ties south of Trent. But in the north, particularly in Laiica- 
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sliire, where tlie Eoman Catholics were more numerous and CHAP, 
more powerful than in other part of the Mngdorn^ and 
where there seems to hare been, even among the Protestant 
gentry, more than the or dinary proportion of bigoted Jacobites, 
some preparations for an insurrection were made« Arms were 
privately bought : officers were appointed ; yeomen, small far- 
mers, grooms, huntsmen, were induced to enlist. Those who 
gave ill their names were distributed into eight regiments of 
cavalry and dragoons, and were directed to hold themselves 
in readiness to mount at the first signal.* 

One of the circumstances which filled James, at this time, Adangliter 
with vain hopes, was that his wife was pregnant and near 
her delivery. He flattered himself that malice itself would be 
ashamed to repeat any longer the story of the warming pan, 
and that multitudes whom that story had deceived would in- 
stantly return to their allegiance. He toot, on this occasion, 
all those precautions which, four years before, he had fool- 
ishly and perversely forborne to take. He contrived to trans- 
mit to England letters summoning many Protestant women 
of quality to assist at the expected birth ; and he promised, 
in the name of his dear brother the Most Christian King, that 
they should be free to come and go in safety. Had some of 
those witnesses been invited to Saint J ames’s on the morning 
of the tenth of June 1688, the House of Stuart might, perhaps, 
now be reigning in our island. But it is easier to keep a crown 
than to regain one. It might be true that a calumnious fable 
had done much to bring about the Eevolution. But it by no 
means followed that the most complete refutation of that fable 
would bring about a Restoration. Not a single lady crossed 
the sea in obedience to James’s call. His Queen was safely 
delivered of a daughter; but this event produced no per- 
ceptible effect on the state of public feeling in England,t 
Meanwhile the preparations for his expedition were going Prepara- 
on fast. He was on the point of setting out for the place of 
embarkation before the English government was at all aware to 
of the danger which was impending. It had been long knovm iavasioB. 
indeed that many thousands of Irish were assembled in Nor- 
mandy : but it was supposed that they had been assembled 
merely that they might he mustered and drilled before they 
were sent to Elanders, Piedmont, and Catalonia.} Now, how- 
ever, intelligence, arriving from many quarters, left no doubt 


^ Life of James, ii. 479. 524. Memo- f Life of James, ii. 4-74. 

x'ials famished by Fergusoii to Holmes t See the Mon ihly Mercuries of the 

ni the lS*airiie Papers. spring of 1692. 
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CHAE tliat an iiiTasion would be almost immediately attempted. 
Vigorous preparations for defence were made, Tbe equip- 
ping and manning of tbe sMps was urged forward with vigour. 
Tbe regular troops were drawn togetier between London and 
the Cbannel. A great camp was formed on tbe down wbicli 
overlooks Portsmouth. The militia all over the kingdom was 
called out. Two Westminster regiments and six City regi- 
ments, making up a force of thirteen thousand fighting meu., 
were arrayed in Hyde Park, and passed in review before the 
Queen. The trainbands of Kent, Sussex, and Surrey marched 
down to the coast. Watchmen were posted by the beacons. 
Some nonjurors were imprisoned, some disarmed, some held 
to bail. The house of the Earl of Huntingdon, a noted Jaco- 
bite, was searched. He had had time to bum his papers and 
to hide his arms : but his stables presented a most suspicious 
appearance. Horses enough to mount a whole troop of ca- 
vahy were at the mangers ; and this circumstance, though not 
legally sufficient to support a charge of treason, was thought 
sufficient, at such a conjuncture, to justify the Privy Council 
in sending him to the Tower.* 

James goes Meanwhile James had gone down to his army, which was 
encamped round the basin of La Hogue, on the northern 

Hogue. ^ coast of the peninsula known by the name of the Cotentin. 

Before he quitted Saint Germains, he held a Chapter of the 

, Garter for the purpose of admitting his son into the order. 

Two noblemen were honoured with the same distinction, 
Powis, who, among his brother exiles, was now called a Duke, 
and Melfort, who had returned from Eome, and was again 
James’s Prime Minister, f Even at this moment, when it was 
of the greatest importance to conciliate the sons of the Church 
of England, none but sons of the Church of Eome were thought 
worthy of any mark of royal favour. Powis indeed might 
be thought to have a fair claim to the Garter. He was an 
eminent member of the English aristocracy 5 and his country- 
men disliked him as little as they disliked any conspicuous 
Papist. But Melfort was not even an Englishman : he had 
never held office in England : he had never sate in the English 
Parliament ; and he had therefore no pretensions to a deco- 
ration peculiarly English. He was moreover hated by all the 
contending factions of all the three kingdoms. Eoyal letters 
countersigned by him had been sent both to the Convention 
at Westminster and to the Convention at Edinburgh ; and 

* Narcissus Luttrell*$ Eiajj for April and May 1692 ; London Gazette, May 9. 

12. f Sheridan MS. ; Life of James, ii. 492. 
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botli at Westminster and at Edinburgh, the sight of his odious 
name and handwriting had made the most zealous Mends of 
hereditary right hang down their heads in shame. It seems 
strange that even James should have chosen, at such a con- 
jnnctnre, to proclaim to the world that the men whom his 
people most abhorred were the men whom he most delighted 
to honOnr. 

Still more strange seems the Declaration in which he an- 
nonnced his intentions to his subjects. Of all the State 
papers which were put forth even by him it was the most 
elaborately and ostentatiously injudicious. When it had 
disgusted and exasperated ah good Englishmen of all parties, 
the Papists at Saint Germains pretended that it had been 
drawn up by a stanch Protestant, Edward Herbert, who had 
been Chief Justice of the Common Pleas before the Ee volu- 
tion, and who now bore the empty title of Chancellor.* But 
it is certain that Heihert was never consulted about any 
matter of importance, and that the Declaration was the work 
of Melfort and of Melfort alone. f In truth, those qualities of 
head and heart which had made Melfort the favourite of his 
master shone forth in every sentence. Not a word was to be 
found indicating that three years of banishment had made the 
King wiser, that he had repented of a single error, that he 
took to himself even the smallest part of the blame of that 
revolution which had dethroned him, or that he purposed 
to follow a course in any respect dififering from that which 
had already been fatal to him. All the charges which had 
been brought against him he pronounced to be utterly un- 
founded. Wicked men had put forth calumnies. Weak men 
had believed those calumnies. He alone had been faultless. 
He held out no hope that he would consent to any restriction 
of that vast dispensing power to which he had formerly 
laid claim, that he would not again, in defiance of the plainest 
statutes, fill the Privy Council, the bench of justice, the public 
offices, the army, the navy, with Papists, that he would not 
reestablish the High Commission, that he would not appoint 
a new set of regulators to remodel all the constituent bodies 
of the kingdom. He did indeed condescend to say that he 
would maintain the legal rights of the Church of England : 
but he had said this before ; and all men knew what those 
words meant in his month. Instead of assuring his people 
of his forgiveness, he menaced them with a butchery more 

^ Life of James, ii. 488. ration was written "by Melfort. SLeri- 

f James told Sheridan tliat the Deck- dan MS, 
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terrible tlian any that onr island bad ever seen. He pnblisbed a 
long list of persons wbo bad no mercy to expect. Among these 
were Ormond, Caermartben, Hottingbam, Tillotson and Bur- 
net. After tbe roll of those wbo were proscribed by name, 
came a series of categories. First stood all the crowd of 
rustics wbo bad been rude to James when be was stopped at 
Sbeerness in bis flight. These poor ignorant wretches, some 
hundreds in number, were reserved for another bloGdy circuit. 
Then His Majesty, in open defiance of the law of the land, 
proceeded to doom to death a mnltitnde of persons who were 
guilty only of having acted under William since William 
bad been king in fact, and who were therefore under the pro- 
tection of a well known statute" of Henry the Seventh.; But 
to James statutes were still what they had always been. He 
denounced vengeance against all persons who had in any 
manner borne a part m the punishment of any Jacobite con- 
spirator, judges, counsel, witnesses, grand jurymen, petty 
jurymen, sheriffs and undersheriffs, constables and turnkeys, 
in short, ab the ministers of justice from Holt down to Ketch. 
Then he threatened with the gallows all spies and aU inform- 
ers who had divulged to the usurpers the designs of the Court 
of Saint Germains. AU justices of the peace who should not 
declare for their rightful Sovereign the moment they heard of 
his landing, all gaolers who should not instantly set political 
prisoners at liberty, were to be left to the extreme rigour of 
the law. Ho exception was made in favour of a justice or of 
a gaoler who might be within a hundred yards of one of 
WUham^s regiments, and a hundred miles from the nearest 
place where there was a single Jacobite in arms. 

It might have been expected that James, after thus declar- 
ing that he could hold out no hope of mercy to large classes 
of his subjects, would at least have offered a general pardon 
to the rest. But he pardoned nobody. He did indeed promise ^ 
that any offender who was not in any of the categories of pro- 
scription, and who should by any eminent service merit indul- 
gence, should have a special pardon passed under the Great 
Seal. But, with this excepti<^n, all the offenders, hundreds of 
thousands in number, were merely informed that, if they 
did no act or thing in opposition to the King’s restoration, 
they might hope to be, at a convenient time, included in a 
general Act of Indemnity. 

The agents of James speedily dispersed his Declaration 
over every part of the kingdom, and by doing so rendered a 
great service to William. The general cry was that the 
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banislied oppressor bad at least given Englishmen fair warn- GHAP. 
ing, and that/ if, after such a warning, thej welcomed him 
home, they would have no pretence for complaining, though 
every county town should be polluted by an assize resembling 
that which Jeffreys had held at Taunton. That some hun- 
dreds of people,— the Jacobites put the number so low as five 
hundred, — ^were to be hanged without pity was certain ; and 
nobody who had concurred in the Eevolution, nobody who 
had fought for the new government by sea or land, no soldier 
who had borne a part in the conquest of Ireland, no Devon- 
shire ploughman or Cornish miner who had taken arms to 
defend his wife and children against Tourville, could be 
certain that he should not be hanged. It was easy to under- 
stand why James, instead of proclaiming a general amnesty, 
offered special pardons under his Great Seal. Every such 
pardon must be paid for. There was not a priest in the royal 
household who would not make his fortune. How abject too, 
how spiteful, must be the nature of a man who, engaged in 
the most momentous of all undertakings, and aspiring to the 
noblest of all prizes, could not refrain iffom proclaiming that 
he thirsted for the blood of a multitude of poor fishermen, 
because, more than three years before, they had pulled him 
about and called him Hatchetface ! ^ If, at the very moment 
. when he had the strongest motives for trying to conciliate 
his people by the show of clemency, he could not bring him- 
self to hold towards them any language hut that of an 
implacable enemy, what was to be expected from him when 
he should be again their master ? So savage was his nature 
that, in a situation in which all other tyrants have resorted 
to blandishments and fair promises, he could utter nothing 
but reproaches and threats. The only words in his Declara- 
tion which had any show of graeiousness were those in which. 

" ' " he promised to send away the foreign troops as soon as his 
authority was reestablished; and many said that those words, 
when examined, would he found full of sinister meaning. 

He held out no hope that he would send away Popish troops 
who were his own subjects. His intentions were manifest. 

The French might go : but the Irish would remain. The 
people of England were to be kept down by these thrice 

* That the Declaration made the sham Mob, that five hxmdred men were 
X impression which I have described, is excluded, and no man realy pardon'd 
-acknowledged in the Life of James, except he should merit it by some service, 
ii. 489. They thought/’ says the bio- and then the Pardons being to pass the 
grtipher, “His Majesty’s resentment Seals look’d as if it were to bring mony 
descended too low to except the Fever- into the pocket of some favorits.” 
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subjugated barbarians. No doubt a Bapparee wbo i.ad run 
away at Newton Butler and tlie Boyne miglit find courage 
enough, to guard the scaffolds on which his conquerors were 
to die, and to lay waste our country as he Had laid waste 
Ms own. 

The Queen and her ministers, instead of attempting to 
suppress James’s manifesto, very wisely reprinted it, and 
sent it forth licensed by the Secretary of State, and inter- 
spersed with remarks by a shrewd and severe commentator. 
It was refuted in many keen pamphlets : it was turned into 
doggrel rhymes ; and it was left undefended even by the 
boldest and most acrimonious libellers among the nonjurors.^ 

Indeed, some of the nonjurors were so much alarmed by 
observing the effect which this manifesto produced, that 
they affected to treat it as spurious, and published as their 
master’s genuine Declaration a paper full of gracious pro- 
fessions and promises. They made him offer a free pardon to 
all his people with the exception of four great criminals. 
They made him hold out hopes of great remissions of taxa- 
tion. They made him pledge Ms word that he would entrust 
the whole ecclesiastical administration to the nonjuring 
bishops. But this forgery imposed on nobody, and was 
important only as showing that even the Jacobites were 
ashamed of the prince whom they were labouring to restore, t 

No man read the Declaration with more surprise and 
anger than Eussell. Bad as he was, he was much under the 
influence of two feelings, which, though they cannot be 
called virtuous, have some affinity to virtue, and are respect- 
able when compared with mere selfish cupidity. Professional 
spirit and party spirit were strong in Mm. He might be 
false to his sovereigns, but not to his flag; and, even in 
becoming a Jacobite, he had not ceased to be a Whig. In 

* A Letter to a Friend concerning a two Letters to a Friend were written, I 
French Inyasion to restore the late King helieve, by Lloyd Bishop of St. Asaph. 
James to his Throne, and what may be Sheridan says, “ The King’s Declaration 
expected from him should he he sue- pleas’d none, and was turn d into ridicule 
cessful in it, 1692 ; A second Letter to a burlesque lines in England.” I do not 
Friend concerning a French Invasion, in believe that a defence of this unfortnnate 
which the Declaration lately dispersed Declaration is to be found in any Jacobi to 
under the Title of His Majesty’s most tract. A virulent Jacobite writer, in a 
gracious Declaration to all his loving reply to Dr. Welwood, printed in 1693, 
Subjects, commanding their Assistance says, “As for the Declaration that was 
against the P. of 0. and his Adherents, printed last year, ... I assure you that 
is entirely and exactly published accord- it was as much misliked by many, almost 
ing to the Dispersed Copies, with some all, of the Eling’s friends, as it can be/ 
short Observations upon it, 1692 ; The exposed by bis enemies.” 

Pretences of the French Invasion exa- f Narcissus Luttrell’s Diary, April 
mined, 1692; Eefieetions; on, the late 1692. 

King James’s Deekrataon, 1692. The 
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truths lie was a Jacobite only because he was the most 
intolerant aud acrimonious of Whigs. He thought himself 
and his faction ungratefolly neglected by William, and was 
for a time too much blinded by resentment to perceive that 
it would be mere madness in the old Eoundheads, the old 
Exclusionists, to punish William by recallingv James. The 
near prospect of an invasion, and the Declaration in which 
Englishmen were plainly told what they had to expect if that 
invasion should be successful, produced, it should seem, a 
sudden change in Eussell’s feeliags; and that change he 
distinctly avowed. “ I wish,” he said to Lloyd, to serve 
King James. The thing might be done, if it were not his 
own fault. But he takes the wrong way with us. Let him 
forget all the past ; let him grant a general pardon ; and then 
I will see what I can do for him.” Lloyd hinted something 
about the honours and rewards designed for EusseU himself. 
But the Admiral, with a spirit worthy of a better man, cut 
him short. I do not wish to hear an;^hiag on that subject. 
My solicitude is for the pubKc. And do not think that I 
will let the French triumph over us in our own sea. Under- 
stand this, that if I meet them I fight them, aye, though 
His Majesty himself should be on board.” 

- This conversation was truly reported to James ; but it does 

not appear to have alarmed him. He was, indeed, possessed 
with a belief that EusseU, even if willing, would not be able 
to induce the officers and sailors of the English navy to fight 
against their old King, who was also their old Admiral. 

The hopes which James felt he and his favourite Melfort 
succeeded in imparting to Lewis and to Lewis’s ministers.*^ 
But for those hopes, indeed, it is probable that aU thoughts 
of invading England in the course of that year would have 
been laid aside. For the extensive plan which had been 
formed in the winter had, in the course of the spring, been 
disconcerted by a succession of accidents such as are beyond 
of human wisdom. The time fixed for the 
assembling of all the maritime forces of France at TJshant 
' had long elapsed | and not a single sail had appeared at the 
place of rendezvous. The Atlantic squadron was still de- 
tained by bad weather in the port of Brest. The Mediter- 
ranean squadron, opposed by a strong west wind, was vainly 
-x struggling to pass the pillars of Hercules. Two fine vessels 
had gone to pieces on the rocks of Geuta.f Meanwhile the 

^ Slieridan MS.; Memoires de Dan- f London G-azette, Maj 12. 16. 1692; 
geaa. Gazette de Paris, May ||. 1692. 
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admiralties of tte allied powers kad been active. Before tke 
end of April tke English fleet was ready to sail. Three 
noble ships, just launched from onr dockyards, appeared for 
the first time on the water.^ William had been hastening - . 
the maritime preparations of the IlBited Provinces ; and his 
exertions had been snccessfal. On the twenty minth of April I 

a fine squadron from the Texel appeared in the Downs. 

Soon came the North Holland squadron, the Meuse squadron, 
the Zealand squadron, f The whole force of the confederate 
powers was assembled at Saint Helenas in the second week ; 
of May, more than ninety sail of the line, manned by between 
thirty and forty thousand of the finest seamen of the two great 
maritime nations. Russell had the chief command. He was 
assisted by Sir Ralph Delaval, Sir J ohn Ashby, Sir Cloudesley ^ ^ 
Shovel, Rear Admiral Carter, and Rear Admiral Rooke, Of 
the Dutch officers Van Almonde was highest in rank. 

No mightier armament had ever appeared in the British 
Channel. There was little reason for apprehension that such 
a force could be defeated in a fair conflict. Nevertheless 1 
there was great uneasiness in London. It was known that 
there was a Jacobite party in the navy. Alarming rumours 
had worked their way round from Prance. It was said that 
the enemy reckoned on the co-operation of some of those ^ 
officers on whose fidelity, in this crisis, the safety of the ' 
State might depend. Russell, as far as can now be dis- 
covered, was still unsuspected. But others, who were prob- 
ably less crimiaal, had been more indiscreet. At all. the 
coffee houses admirals and captains were mentioned by I 
name as traitors who ought to be instantly cashiered, if not j 
shot. It was even confidently affirmed that some of the | 
guilty had been put under arrest, and others turned out of 
the service. The Queen and her counsellors were in a great . -tJ 
strait. It was not easy to say whether the danger of trust- | 
ing the suspected persons or the danger of removing them 
were the greater. M^ry, with many painful misgivings, 
resolved, — and the event proved that she resolved wisely, — 
to treat the evil reports as calumnious, to make a solemn 
appeal to the. honour of the accused gentlemen, and then to 
trust the safety of her kingdom to their national and pro- 
fessional spirit. 

' On the fifteenth of May a great assembly of offiieers was 
convoked at Saint Helen’s on board of the Britannia, a fine.' 
threedecker, from which Russell’s flag was flying. The 

^ London Gazette, Apxd 2S. 1692. f London Gazette, May 2. 5. 12. 16. 



WILLIAM AND MARY. 


54T 


Admiral told tliem tliat he had received a despatch ■which he 
was charged to read to them. It was from ISTottingham. 
The Q-aeen, the Secretary wrote^ had been informed that 
stories deeply affecting the character of the navy were in 
circulation. It had even been affirmed that she had found 
herself under the necessity of dismissing many officers. But 
Her Majesty was determined to believe nothing against those 
brave servants of the State. The gentlemen who had been 
so foully slandered might be assured that she placed entire 
reliance on them. This letter was admirably calculated to 
work on those to whom it was addressed. Very few of them 
probably had been guilty of any worse offence than rash and 
angry talk over their wine. They were as yet only grumblers. 
If they had fancied that they were marked men, they might 
in selfdefence have become traitors. They became enthusi- 
astically loyal as soon as they were assured that the Queen 
reposed entire confidence in their loyalty. They eagerly 
signed an address in which they entreated her to believe 
that they would, with the utmost resolution and alacrity, 
venture their lives in defence of her rights, of English free- 
dom, and of the Protestant religion, against all foreign and 
Popish invaders. Grod,’^ they added, preserve your per- 
son, direct your counsels, and prosper your arms ; and let all 
your people say Amen.” * 

The sincerity of these professions was soon brought to the 
test. A few hours after the meeting on board of the Bri- 
tannia the masts of Tourville’s squadron were seen from the 
cliffs of Portland. One messenger galloped with the news 
from Weymouth to London, and roused Whitehall at three 
in the morning. Another took the coast road, and carried 
the intelligence to Bussell. All was ready ; and on the 
morning of the seventeenth of May the allied fleet stood out 
to sea.t 

Tourville had with him only his own squadron, consisting 
of forty-four ships of the line. But he had received positive 
orders to protect the descent on England, and not to decline 
a battle. Though these orders had been given before it was 
known at Versailles that the Dutch and English fleets had 
joined, he was not disposed to take on himself the responsi- 
bility of disobedience. He still remembered with bitterness 
the reprimand which his extreme caution had drawn upon 
him after the fight of Beachy Head- He would not agaio. be 

* London Oazette, May 16. 1692; + Narcissus LnitrelFs Diary ; London 

Biircllett. Gazette, May 19. 1692. 
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told iihat lie was a timid and anenterprisiag commander, fcliat 
lie tad no courage but tbe vulgar courage of a common 
sailor. He was also persuaded that the odds against him 
were ratber apparent than real. He beheved, on the autho- 
rity of James and Melfort, that the EngHsh seamen, from the 
flag officers down to the cabin boys, were Jacobites. Those 
pQxight would fight with half a heart ^ and there would 
probably be numerous desertions at the most critical moment. 
Animated by such hopes he safled from Brest, steered first 
towards the north east, came in sight of the coast of Dorset- 
shire, and then struck across the Channel towards La Hogue, 
where the army which he was to convoy to England had 
already begun to embark on board of the transports. He was 
within a few leagues of Barfleur when, before sunrise, on the 
morning of the nineteenth of May, he saw the great arma- 
ment of the allies stretchii^ along the eastern horizon. He 
determined to bear down on them. By eight the two lines of 
battle were formed; but it was eleven before the firing began. 
It soon became plain that the English, from the Admiral 
downwards, were resolved to do their duty. EusseU had 
visited all his ships, and exhorted aU his crews. “ If your 
commanders play false,” he said, “overboard with them, and 
with myself the first.” There was no defection. There was 
no slackness. Carter was the first who broke the French 
line. He was struck by a splinter of one of his own yard- 
arms, and fell dying on the deck. He would not be carried 
below. He would not let go his sword. “ Fight the ship,” 
were Ms last words: “fight the ship as long as she can 
swim.” The battle lasted till four in the afternoon. Hae 
roar of the guns was distinctly heard more than twenty miles 
off by the army wMch was encamped on the coast of Hor- 
mandy. During the earlier part of the day the wind was 
favourable to the French ; they were opposed to only half of 
the allied fleet ; and against that half they maintamed the 
conflict with their usual courage and with more than then.- 
usual seamansMp. After a hard and doubtful fight of five 
hours, TourvOle thought that enough had been done to 
maintain the honour of the wMte flag, and began to draw 
off. But by tMs time the wind had veered, and was with 
the allies. They were now able to avail themselves of their 
great superiority of force. They came on fast. The retreat 
of the French became a flight. Tourville fought Ms own 
ship desperately. She was named, in allusion to Lewis’s 
favourite emblem, the Boyal Sun, and was widely renowned 
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as tlie finest vessel in tie world. It was reported among tlie 
EnglisL. sailors tliat site was adorned with, an image of tlie 
Great Kiiigj and tliat lie appeared tliere^ as lie appeared in 
tlie Place of Victories^ witli vanqnislied nations in chains 
^ beneath Ms feet. The gallant ship, snrronnded by enemies, 
lay lihe a great fortress on the sea, scattering death on every 
side from her hundred and four portholes. She was so for- 
midably manned that all attempts to board her failed. Long • 
after sunset, she got clear of her assailants, and, with aU her 
scuppers spouting blood, made for the coast of Normandy. 
She had suffered so much that Tonrville hastily removed his 
flag to a ship of ninety gnns which was named the Ambitious, 
this time his fleet was scattered far over the sea. About 
^ twenty of his smallest ships made their escape by a road 
which was too perilous for any courage but the courage of 
despair. Li the double darkness of night and of a thick sea 
fog, they ran, with all their sails sjiread, through the boiling 
waves and treacherous rocks of the Eace of Alderney, and, by 
a strange good fortune, arrived without a single disaster at 
Saint Maloes. The pursuers did not venture to follow the 
fugitives into that terrible strait, the place of innumerable 
shipwrecks.* 

^ Those French vessels which were too bulky to venture into 
the Eace of Alderney fled to the havens of the Gotentin. The 
Eoyal Sun and two other threedeckers reached Cherburg in 
safety. The Ambitious, with twelve other ships, all firstrates 
or secondrates, took refuge in the Bay of La Hogue, close to 
the head quarters of the army of James. 

The three ships which had fled to Cherburg were closely 
chased by an English squadron under the command of Dela- 
val. He found them hauled up into shoal water where no 
large man of war could get at them. He therefore deter- 
mined to attack them with his fireships and boats. The 
service was gallantly and successfully performed. In a short 
time the Eoyal Sun and her two consorts were burned to 
ashes. Part of the crews escaped to the shore 5 and part feE 
■,intO : the hand the English. f ■ ' 

MeanwMle Eussel with the greater part of his victorious 

^ Bussell’s * Letter to Bottingham, contemporary ballad on tlie battle, one of 
May 20. 1692, in the London G-azette of the best specimens of English street 
May 23. ; Particulars of Another Letter poetry, and the' Adyiee to a Painter, 

'■ from the Pleet published by authority; 1692. 

Burchett ; Burnet, ii. 93. ; Life of James, ‘ f See Delayars Letter to Nottingham, 
ii. 493. 494. ; Narcissus Luttrell’s Diary ; dated Cherburg, May 22. 1692, in the 
Memoires de Berwick. See also the London Grazette of May 26. 
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fleet tad blockaded tke Bay of La Hogae. ^ Here, as_ at 
Ckerbm-g, tke Frenct men of war tad been dra^np mto 
Mow water. They were close to 

wbicb was destined for tbe mTasion of Sk of 

tern were moored nnder a fort named Lxsset Tbe rest lay 

rSr tbe gnns of another fort named Samt 
James bad fixed Hs bead quarters, and where the British 
flsicr variegated by tbe crosses of Samt George and Saint 
Andrew, hLg by tbe side of tbe Wliite flag of France. _ Mar- 
shal BeUefonds bad planted several batteries which, it was 
thought, would deter tbe boldest enemy fi^om approaching 
either Fort Lisset or Fort Saint Vaast. James, koirever 
who knew something of Enghsh seamen, was not perfectly at 
ease, and proposed to send strong bodies of soldrers on board 
of tlie ships. But Tourville would not consent to put sncii a 

slur on Ms profession. ^ « 

Enssell mcanwMle was preparing for an attach. Un the 
afternoon of' the twenty-third of May all was re^y. A 
flotUla consisting of sloops, of fireships, and of two hundred 
boats, was entrusted to the command of Eooke. The whole 
armament was in the highest spirits, rowers, flushed 

by success, and animated by the thought that they were 
ffoing to fight under the eyes of the French and Irish troops ^ 
who had been assembled for the pui-pose of subjugating Eng- 
land, puUed manfoUy and witli loud huzzas towards the six 
huge wooden castles which lay close to Fort Lisset. The 
French, though an eminently brave people, have always been 
more liable to sudden panics than them phlegmatic neigh- 
bours the English and Germans. On this day there was a 
name both in the fleet and in the army. Tourville ordered 
his sailors to man their boats, and would have led them to 
encounter the enemy in the bay. But his example and his_ . 
exhortations were vain. His boats turned round and fled in ■ 
confusion. The ships were abandoned. The cannonade from 
Fort Lisset was so feeble and ill directed that it did no exe- 
cution. The regiments on the beach, after wasting a few 
musket shots, drew off. The English boarded the men of 
war, set them on fire, and having performed this great ser- 
■noe without the loss of a siugle life, retreated at a late 
hour with the retreating tide. The bay was in a blaze duriug 
the night; and now and then a loud explosion announced 
that the flames' had reached a powder room or a tier of 
loaded guns. At eight the next morniug the tide came 
back strong ; and with the tide came back Hooke and his 
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two hundred boats. The enemy made a faint attempt to 
defend the vessels which were near Fort Saint Vaast. During 
a few minutes the batteries did some execution among the 
crews of our skiffs : but the struggle was soon over. The 
French poured fast out of their ships on one side t the Eng- 
lish poured in as fast on the other, and, with loud shouts, 
turned the captured guns against the shore. The batteries 
were speedily silenced. James and Melfort, Bellefonds and 
Touiwille, looked on in helpless despondency while the 
second conflagration proceeded. The conquerors, leaving 
the ships of war in flames, made their way into an inner 
basin where many transports lay. Eight of these vessels 
were set on fire. Several were taken in tow. The rest 
would have been either destroyed or carried off, had not the 
sea again begun to ebb. It was impossible to do more ; and 
the victorious flotiUa slowly retired, insulting the hostile 
camp with a thundering chant of “ God save the King.” 

Thus ended, at noon on the twenty-fourth of May, the 
great conflict which had raged during five days over a wide 
extent of sea and shore. One English fireship had perished 
in its calling. Sixteen French men of war, aU noble vessels, 
and eight of them threedeckers, had been sunk or burned 
down to the wateredge. The battle is called, fiom the place 
where it terminated, the battle of La Hogue.* 

The news was received in London with boundless exulta- 
tion. Li the fight on the open sea, indeed, the numerical 
superiority of the allies had been so great that they had little 
reason to boast of their success. But the courage and skill 
with which the crews of the English boats had, in a French 
harbour, in sight of a French army, and under the fire of 
French batteries, destroyed a fine French fleet, amply justi- 
fied the pride with which our fathers pronounced the name of 
La Hogue. That we may fully enter into their feelings, we 
must remember that this was the first great check that had 
ever been given to the arms of Levris the Fourteenth, and 
the first great victory that the English had gained over the 
French since the day of Agincourt. The stain left on our 

* London Oaz. May 26. 1692; Bar- Almonde's despatch to tlie States G-en'O- 
cliett’s Memoirs of Tmisaetions at Sea ; dated 1692. The French offi- 

Baden to the States General, |“el: J cial acconnt -wili he fonnd in the Monthly 

of James, ii. 494. ; RiisseE’s Letters in Mercury for July. A report drawn up 
the Commons’ Journals of Nov. 28. hy Foucault, Intendant of the province 
1692 ; An Aecoxnit of the Great Victory, of Normandy, -will he found in M. Cape- 
1692; Monthly Mercuries for Jxxne and figue’s Louis XIV. 

July 1692; Paris Gazette, ^ ; Van 
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fame by tlie sliaineM defeat of Beacby Head was 
TMs time tte glory was all otir own. Tlie Dntcli bad indeed 
done tbeir duty, as tliey bare always done it in maritime war, 
wbetber fighting on our side or against ns, wbetber ricto- 
rions orTanqiiisbed. But tbe Eiiglisb bad borne the brunt of 
tbe figbt. Enssell wbo commanded in chief was an English- 
man. Delaval who directed the attack on Cherburg was an 
Englishman. Eooke who led the flotilla into the Bay of La 
Hogue was an Englishman. The only two officers of note 
who had fallen. Admiral Carter and Captain Hastings of the 
Sandwich, were Englishmen. Yet the pleasure with which 
the good news was received here must not be ascribed solely 
or chiefly to national pride. The island was safe. The 
pleasant pastures, cornfields and commons of Hampshire and 
Surrey would not be the seat of war. The houses and gar- 
dens, the kitchens and dairies, the cellars and plate chests, 
the wives and daughters of our gentry and clergy would not 
be at the mercy of Irish Eapparees, who had Sacked the 
dwellings and skinned the cattle of the Englishry of Leinster, 
or of French dragoons accustomed to live at free quarter on the 
Protestants of Auvergne. Whigs and Tories joined in thank- 
ing God for this great deliverance ; and the most respectable 
nonjurors could not but be glad at heart that the rightful King 
was not to be brought back by an army of foreigners. 

The public joy was therefore all but universal. During 
several days the bells of London pealed without ceasing. 
Flags were flying on all the steeples. Eows of candles were 
in all the windows. Bonfires were at all the corners of the 
streets.* The sense which the government entertained of 
the services of the navy was promptly, judiciously, and grace- 
fully manifested, Sidney and Portland were sent to meet 
the fleet at Portsmonth, and were accompanied by Eochester, 
as the representative of the Tories. The three Lords took * 
down with them thirty-seven thousand pounds in coin, which 
they were to distribute as a donative among the sailors, t 
Gold medals were given to the officers.! The remains of 
Hastings and Garter were brought on shore with every mark 
of honour. Carter was buried at Portsmouth, with a great dis- 
play of military pomp.§ The corpse of Hastiugs was carried 


* An Account of tlie late Grreat Vic- 
tory, 1692 ; Monthly Mercury for June ; 
Baden to the States General, Nar- 

cissus LnttreU’s Diary. 

t London Gazette, June 2. 1692; 
Monthly Mercury ; Baden to. the States 


Narcissus LuttreUs 

Diary. 

Narcissus Luttrell’s Diary; Monthly 
Mercury. 

§ Loudon Gazette, June 9, j Baden to 
the States General, June 
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up to London/ aiid unusual solemnity^ und/.r tlie CHAP. 

paYement of Saint James’s CLurcli. The footguaxds with 
reversed arms escorted the hearse. Four royal state car- 
riages^ each drawn hj six horses, were in the procession: a 
crowd of men of quality in mourning cloaks filled the pews , 
and the Bishop of Lincoln preached the funerai sermon.*^ 

While such marks of respect were paid to the slain, the 
wounded were not neglected. Fifty surgeons, plentifully 
supplied with instruments, handages, and drugs, were sent 
down in all haste from London to Portsmouth.t It is not 
easy for us to form a notion of the difficulty which there 
then was in providing at short notice commodious shelter 
and sMlfal attendance for hundreds of maimed and lacerated 
men. At present every county, every large town, can hoast 
of some spacious palace in which the poorest lahoiirer who 
has fractured a limb may find an excellent bed, an able medi- 
cal attendant, a careful nurse, medicines of the best quality, 
and nourishment such an invalid requires. But there was 
not then, in the whole realm, a single infirmary supported by 
voluntary contribution. Even in the capital the only edifices 
open to the wounded were the two ancient hospitals of Saint 
Thomas and Saint Bartholomew. The Queen gave orders 
that in both these hospitals arrangements should be made at 
the public charge for the reception of patients from the fleet.J 
At the same time it was announced that a noble and lasting 
memorial of the gratitude which England felt for the cour- 
age and patriotism of her sailors would soon rise on a site 
eminently appropriate. Among the suburban residences of 
our kings, that which stood at Grreenwich had long held a 
distinguished place. Charles the Second liked the situation, 
and determined to rebuild the house and to improve the 
gardens. Soon after his Eestoration, he began to erect, on a 
spot almost washed by the Thames at high tide, a mansion of 
vast extent and cost. Behind the palace were planted long 
avenues of trees which, when William reigned, were scarcely 
more than saplings, but which have now covered with their 
massy shade the summer rambles of several generations. On 
the slope which has long been the scene of the holiday sports 
of the Londoners, were constructed flights of terraces, of 
which the vestiges may still be discerned. The Queen now 


^ Daden to tlie States General, lune 
t Baden to the States General, 
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puMicly declared, in her hnsTband’s name, that the hnilding 
commenced hy Charles should be completed, and should be a 
retreat for seamen disabled in the service of their country * 

One of the happiest effects produced by the good news was 
the calming of the public mind. During about a month the 
nation had been hourly expecting an invasion and a rising, 
and had consequently been in an irritable and suspicious 
mood. In many parts of England a nonjuror could not show 
himself without great risk of being insulted. A report that 
arms were hidden in a house sufficed to bring a furious mob 
to the door. The mansion of one Jacobite gentleman in 
Eent had been attacked, and, after a fight in which several 
shots were fired, had been stormed and pulled dowii.t Yet 
such riots were by no means the worst symptoms of the fever 
which had inflamed the whole society. The exposure of 
Duller, in Eebruary, had, as it seemed, put an end to the 
practices of that vile tribe of which Oates was the patriarch. 
During some weeks, indeed, the world was disposed to be 
unreasonably incredulous about plots. But in April there 
was a reaction. The Erench and Irish were coming. There 
was but too much reason to believe that there were traitors in 
the island. Whoever pretended that he could point out 
those traitors was sure to be heard with attention ; and there 
was not wanting a false witness to avail himself of the golden 
opportunity. 

This false witness was named Eobert Young. His history 
was in Hs own lifetime so fully investigated, and so much of 
his correspondence has been preserved, that the whole man 
is before us. His character is indeed a curious study. His 
birthplace was a subject of dispute among three nations. 
The English pronounced him Irish. The Irish, not being 
ambitious of the honour of having him for a countryman, 
affirmed that he was born in Scotland. Wherever he may" 
have been bom, it is impossible to doubt where he was bred: 
for his phraseology is precisely that of the Teagues, who were, 
ill his time, favourite characters on our stage. He called 
himself a priest of the Established Church: but he was in 
truth only a deacon ; and his deacon’s orders he had obtained 
by producing forged certificates of his learning and moral 
character. Long before the Eevolution he held cuiacies in 
various parts of Ireland j hut he did not remain many days in 
any spot. He was driven from one place by the scandal which 

* Baden to tlie States General, J’jne 1692. 

t IS'arcissns ImttreU% Biary. 
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was tlie efiect of M lawless amours. He rode away from 
aiiotlier place on a borrowed torse, wMct lie neyer retTirned. 
He settled in a tliird parish, and was taken np for bigamy; 
Some letters w'Hcb. lie wrote on this occasion from tlie gaol 
of Gavan bave been preserved. He assured eacb of bis wives, 
witb tbe most frigbtfal imprecations, tbat sbe alone was tbe 
object of bis love ; and be tbns succeeded in inducing one of 
tbem to support bim in prison, and tbe other to save bis life 
by forswearing herself at the assizes. The only specimens 
which remain to us of his method of imparting religions in- 
struction are to be found in these epistles. He compares 
himself to David, the man after God^s own heart, who had 
been guilty both of adultery and murder. He declares that he 
repents : he prays for the forgiveness of the Almighty, and 
then entreats bis dear honey, for Christ’s sake, to perjure 
herself. Having narrowly escaped the gallows, he wandered 
during several years about Ireland and England, begging, 
stealing, cheating, personating, forging, and lay in many 
prisons under many names. In 1684 he was convicted at 
Bury of having fraudulently counterfeited Sancroft’s signa- 
ture, and was sentenced to the pillory and to imprisonment. 
From bis dungeon be wrote to implore the Primate’s mercy. 
The letter may stiH be read with afl the original bad grammar 
and bad spelling.* The writer acknowledged his guilt, 
wished that bis eyes were a fountain of water, and declared 
that he should never know peace till be had received epis- 
copal absolution. He very cunningly tried to ingratiate him- 
self with the Archbishop, by professing a mortal hatred of 
Dissenters. But, as aU this contrition and all this orthodoxy 
produced no effect, the penitent, after swearing bitterly to be 
revenged on Sancroft, betook himself to another device. The 
Western Insurrection had just broken out. The magistrates 
all over the country were but too ready to listen to any accu- 
sation that might be brought against Whigs and Noncon- 
formists. Young declared on oath that, to his knowledge, a 
design had been formed in Suffolk against the life of King 
James, and named a peer, several gentlemen, and ten Pres- 
byterian ministers, as parties to the plot. Some of the ac- 
cused were brought to trial ; and Young appeared in the 
witness box ; but the story which he told was proved by over- 
whelming evidence to be false. Soon after the Eevolution he 
was again convicted of forgery, pilloried for the fourth or fifth 

* I give one sliGrt sentence as a speci- that a clergyman have committed such 
men: 0 he that ever it should he said dxu'ty actions ! ” 
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CHAP, time, and sent to Newgate. Wliile lie lay ttere, lie determined 
xvni. ^ -^tigtlier lie sliould lie more fortunate as an accuser of 
Jacobites than be bad been as an accuser of Puritans. He 
first addressed bimself to TiUotson. Tbere was a horrible 
plot against their Majesties, a plot as deep as bell ; and some 
of tbe first men in England were concerned in it. TiUotson, 
tbougb be placed bttle confidence in information coming from 
sueb a source, tbougbt tbat tbe oath wbicb be bad taken as 
a Privy Councillor made it bis duty to mention tbe subject to 
WiUiam. WUbam, after bis fashion, treated tbe matter very 
lightly. “ I am confident,” be said, “ tbat this is a vUlany ; 
and I wiU have nobody disturbed on such grounds.” Mter 
this rebuff. Young remained some time quiet. But when 
WiUiam was on tbe Continent, and when the nation was 
agitated by tbe apprehension of a Prencb invasion and of a 
Jacobite insurrection, a false accuser might hope to obtain a 
favourable audience. Tbe mere oatb of a man wbo was weU 

known to the turnkeys of twenty gaols was not likely to iqjure 

any body. But Young was master of a weapon wbicb is, of 
aU weapons, the most formidable to innocence. He bad Uved 
during some years by counterfeiting bands, and bad at length 
attained sueb consummate s kill in tbat bad art tbat even ex- 
perienced clerks wbo were conversant with manuscript could 
scarcely, after tbe most minute comparison, discover any dif- 
ference between his imitations and tbe originals. He bad 
succeeded in maldng a coUection of papers written by men of 
note wbo were suspected of disaffection. Some auto^apbs 
be bad stolen ; and some be bad obtaided by writing in 
feigned names to ask after tbe characters of servants or cu- 
rates. He now drew up a paper purporting to be an Associa- 
tion for tbe Bestoration of tbe banished King. This document 
set forth tbat tbe subscribers bound themselves in tbe pre- 
sence of Godto take arms for His Majesty, and to seize on tbe 
Prince of Orange, dead or aUve. To tbe Association Young 
appended the names of Marlborough, of Combury, of SaUs- 
bury, of Sancroft, and of Sprat, Bishop of Eocbester and Dean 
of Westminster. 

Tbe next thing to be done was to put the paper into some 
Tiii^ing place in tbe bouse of one of tbe persons whose signa- 
tures bad been counterfeited. As Young could not quit 
Newgate, be was forced to employ a subordinate agent for 
this pupose. He selected a wretch named Blackhead, wbo 
formerly been convicted of pequry, and sentenced to 
have his ears cbpped. The selection was not happy; for 
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Blactkead liad none of tlie qualities which, the trade of a false 
witness requires except wickedness. There was nothing 
plausible ahont him. His voice was harsh. Treachery was 
written in all the lines of his yellow face. He had no inven- 
tion;, no presence of mind/ and could do little more than 
repeat by rote the lies taught him by others. 

This man, instrncted by his accomplice, repaired to Sprat’s 
palace at Bromley, introdnced himself there as the confidential 
servant of an imaginary Doctor of Divinity, delivered to the 
Bishop, on, bended knee, a letter ingenionsly manufactured 
by Young, and received, with the semblance of profonnd re- 
verence, the episcopal benediction. The servants made the 
stranger welcome. He was taken to the cellar, drank their 
master’s health, and entreated them to let him see the house. 
They could not venture to show any of the private apart- 
ments. Blackhead, therefore, after begging importunately, 
but in vain, to be suffered to have one look at the study, was 
forced to content himself with dropping the Association into 
a flowerpot which stood in a parlour near the kitchen. 

Every thing having been thus prepared. Young informed 
the ministers that he could tell them something of the highest 
importance to the welfare of the State, and earnestly begg'ed 
to be heard# His request reached them on perhaps the most 
anxious day of an anxious month. Tourville had just stood 
out to sea. The army of James was embarking. London 
was agitated by reports about the disaffection of the naval 
officers. The Queen was’ deliberating whether she should 
cashier those who were suspected, or try the effect of an appeal 
to their honour and patriotism. At such a moment the mi- 
nisters could not refuse to listen to any person who professed 
himself able to give them valuable information. Young and 
his accomplice were brought before the Privy Council. They 
there accused Marlborough, Cornbury, Salisbury, Bancroft, 
and Sprat of high treason. These great men, Young said, 
had invited James to invade England, and had promised to 
join him. The eloquent and ingenious Bishop of Eochester 
had undertaken to draw up a Declaration which would inflame 
the nation against the govermnent of King William. The 
conspirators were bound together by a written instrument. 
That instrument, signed by their own hands, would be found 
at Bromley if careful' search was made. ' Young- particularly 
requested that the messengers might , be- ordered to examine 
the Bishop’s flowerpots, 

The ministers were seriously alarmed. ■ The stoiy - was cir-. 
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CHAP. enmstaBtial; and part of it was probaWe. Marlborongli’s deal- 
XVHL ^ witb. Saint Grermains were well known to Caennartben, 

to Nottm^ and to Sidney. Combnry was a tool of 
Marlborongb, and was tlie son of a noiijnror and of a ^ ^ 
notorious plotter. Salisbury was a Papist. Sancroft bad^ 
not many months before^ been^ witb too mucb show of ^ * 
reason, suspected of inviting tbe Prencb to invade England. 

Of aU tbe accused persons Sprat was tbe most unlikely to 
be concerned in any hazardous design. He bad neither ^ 

enthusiasm nor constancy. Both bis ambition and bis party ! 

spirit bad always been effectually kept in order by bis love of ; 

ease and bis anxiety for bis own safety. He bad been guilty 
of some criminal compliances in tbe hope of gaming the 
favour of James, bad sate in tbe High Commission, bad con- 
curred in several iniquitous decrees pronounced by that court, " 1 

and bad, with trembling bands and faltering voice, read the j 
Declaration of Indulgence in tbe choir of tbe Abbey. But 
there be bad stopped. As soon as it began to be whispered 
that the civil and religious constitution of England would i 
speedily be vindicated by extraordinary means, be bad re- 
signed the powers which be bad during two years exercised | 
in defiance of law, and bad hastened to make bis peace with 
bis clerical brethren. He bad in tbe Convention voted for a ^ j , 

Eegency : but be bad taken tbe oaths without hesitation : be 
bad borne a conspicuous part in tbe coronation of tbe new 
Sovereigns ; and by bis skilful band bad been added to the 
Form of Prayer used on the fifth of November those sentences 
in which tbe Church expresses her gratitude for tbe second 
great debverance wrought- on that day."^ Such a man, 
possessed of a plentifiil income, of a seat in the House of 
Lords, of one agreeable mansion among tbe ebns of Bromley, 
and of another in tbe cloisters of Westminster, was very ^ ^ ; 
unlikely to run the risk of martyrdom. He was not, indeed,*^ 
on perfectly good terms witb the government. Eor the feel- 
ing, which, next to solicitude for bis own comfort and repose, 
seems to have bad tbe greatest influence on bis public con- : 
duct, was bis disHke of tbe Puritans, a dislike which sprang, 
not from bigotry, but from Epicureanism. Their austerity ; 
was a reproach to bis slothful and luxuiuous life; their 
phraseology shocked bis fastidious taste; and, where they 
were concerned, bis ordinary good nature forsook Mm. i. 
Loatbmg tbe nonconformists as be did, be was not likely '"' 
to be very zealous for a prince whom tbe nonconformists i 
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regarded as their protector. Bat Sprat’s faults afforded 
ample secaritj that he would never/ from spleen against 
Willianij engage in any plot to bring back J ames. Why 
Young should have assigned the most perilons part in an 
enterprise full of peril to a man singularly pliant/ cautious^, 
and selfindulgent^ it is difS-Cult to say. 

The first step which the ministers took was to send Marl- 
borough to the Tower. He was by far the most formidable 
of all the accused persons ; and that he had held a traitorous 
eorrespondence with Saint Germains was a fact which, 
whether Young were peijured or not, the Queen and her 
chief advisers knew to be true. One of the Clerks of the 
Council and several messengers were sent down to Bromley 
with a warrant from Nottingham. Sprat was taken mto 
custody. All the apartments in which it could reasonably 
be su^Dposed that he would have hidden an important docu- 
ment were searched, the library, the diningroom, the draw- 
ingroom, the bedchamber, and the adjacent closets. His 
papers were strictly examined. Much good prose was found, 
and probably some bad verse, but no treason. The messen- 
gers pried into every flowerpot that they could find, but to no 
purpose. It never occurred to them to look into the room 
in which Blackhead had hidden the Association: for that 
room was near the offices occupied by the servants, and was 
little used by the Bishop and his family. The officers re- 
turned to London with their prisoner, but without the docu- 
ment which, if it had been found, might have been fatal 
to him. 

Late at night he was brought to Westminster, and was 
suffered to sleep at Ms deanery. All Ms bookcases and 
drawers were examined ; and sentinels were posted at the 
i door of his bedchamber, but with strict orders to behave 
civilly and not to disturb the family. 

On the following day he was brought before the Council. 
The examination was conducted by Nottingham with great 
humanity and courtesy. The Bishop, conscious of entire 
innocence, behaved with temper and firmness. He made no 
complaints. I submit,” he said, ^^ to the necessities of 
State at such a time of jealousy and danger as this.” He 
was asked whether he had drawn up a Declaration for King 
James, whether he had held any correspondence with Trance, 
i- ^whether he had ■ ■signed, .any treasonable , association, ' and 
whether he knew' of any 'such association. To 'ah these 
questions with perfect truth, answered in the negative, 
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CHAP, on tlie word of a Cliristian and a Bisliop. He was taken 
. back to Hs deanery. He remained there in easy confinement 
during ten days, and then, as nothing tending to criminate 
him had been discovered, was suffered to return to Bromley. 

Meanwhile the false accusers had been devising a new 
scheme. Blackhead paid another visit to Bromley, and con- 
trived to take the forged Association out of the place in 
which he had hid it, and to bring it back to Young. One of 
Young’s two wives then carried it to the Secretary’s Office, 
and told a lie, invented by her husband, to explain how a 
paper of such importance had come into her hands. But it 
was not now so easy to frighten the ministers as it had been 
a few days before. The battle of La Hogue had put an end 
to aU apprehensions of invasion. Hottingham, therefore, 
instead of sending down a warrant to Bromley, merely wrote 
to beg that Sprat would call on him at Whitehall. Tlie 
summons was promptly obeyed, and the accused prelate was 
brought face to face with Blackhead before the Council. 
Then the truth came out fast. The Bishop remembered the 
viUanous look and voice of the man who had knelt to ask the 
episcopal blessing. The Bishop’s secretary confirmed his 
master’s assertions. The false witness soon lost his presence 
of mind. His cheeks, always sallow, grew frightfully livid. 
His voice, generally loud and coarse, sank into a whisper. 
The Privy Councillors saw his confusion, and crossexamined 
biTYi sharply. For a time he answered their questions by 
repeatedly stammering out his original lie in the original 
words. At last he found that he had no way of extricating 
himself but by owning his guilt. He acknowledged that he 
had given an untrue account of his visit to Bromley ; and, 
after much prevarication, he related how he had hidden the 
Association, and how he had removed it from its hiding 
place, and confessed that he had been set on by Young. 

The two accomplices were then confronted. Young, with 
unabashed forehead, denied every thing. He knew nothing 
about the flowerpots. If so,” cried Nottingham and Sidney 
together, why did you give such particular directions that 
the flowerpots at Bromley should be searched ? ” never 
gave any directions about the flowerpots,” said Young', Then 
the whole council broke forth. ^^How dare you say so? 
We ah remember it.” StiU the knave stood up erect, and 
exclaimed, with an impudence which Oates might have 
envied, This hiding is all a trick got up between the Bishop 
and Blackhead, The Bishop has taken Blackhead off ; and 
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fclaey are botli trying to stifle tlie plot.” Tliis was too mucli. CHAP. 
There was a smile and a lifting up of hands all round the 
board. “Man,” cried Caermarthen, “ wouldst thou hare us 
believe that the Bishop contrived to have this paper put 
where it was ten to one that our messengers had found it, 
and where, if they had found it, it might have hanged him 

The false accusers were removed in custody. The Bishop, 
after warmly thanking the ministers for their fair and honour- 
able conduct, took his leave of them. In the antechamber he 
found a crowd of people staring at Toung, while Young sate, 
enduring the stare with the serene fortitude of a man who had 
looked down on far greater multitudes firom half the pillories 
in England. “Young,” said Sprat, ^^your conscience must 
tell you that you have cruelly wronged me. For your own 
sake I am sorry that you persist in denying what your asso- 
ciate has confessed.” “ Confessed ! ” cri^d Young : “ no, all 
is not confessed yet ; and that yon shall find to your sorrow. 

There is such a thing as impeachment, my Lord. When Par- 
liament sits you shall hear more of me.” “ Grod give you 
repentance,” answered the Bishop. “ For, depend upon it, 
yon are in much more danger of being damned than I of being 
impeached.”* ^ 

Forty-eight hours after the detection of this execrable fraud, 
Marlborough was admitted to bail. Young and Blackhead 
had done him an inestimable service. That he was concerned 
in a plot quite as criminal as that which tliey had falsely im- 
puted to Min, and that the government was in possession of 
moral proofs of Ms guilt, is now certain. But Ms contempo- 
raries had not, as we have, the evidence of Ms perfidy before 
them. They knew that he had been accused of an offence of 
which he was innocent, that peijury and forgery had been 
employed to ruin him, and that, in consequence of these 
machinations, he had passed some weeks in the Tower. There 
was in the public mind a very natural confusion between his 
disgrace and his imprisonment. He had been imprisoned 
without sufficient cause. Might it not, in the absence of all 
information, be reasonably presumed that he had been dis- 
graced without sufficient cause P It was certain, that a vile 
calumny, destitute of aU foundation, had caused him to be 
treated as a criminal iu May. Was it not probable, then, 

* My account of this plot is cMefiy head and Bohert Young, 1692. There 
taken from Sprat’s Eelation of the late are Yery few better narratives in the Ian- 
Wicked Contrivance of Stephen Black- guage. 
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tliat calumny migM have deprived liiiii of liis master^s favour 
in January? 

Tonng’s resonroes -were not yet exhausted. As soon as he 
had been carried bach from Whitehall to Newgate^ he set 
himself to constrnct a new plot, and to find a new accomplice. 
He addressed himself to a man named Holland, who was in 
the lowest state of poverty. hTever, said Toiing, was there 
such a golden opportimity. A bold, shrewd, fellow might 
easily earn five hundred pounds. To Holland five hundred 
pounds seemed fabulous wealth. What, he asked, was he to 
do for it ? Hothing, he was told, but to speak the truth, that 
was to say, substantial truth, a little disguised and coloured. 
There really was a plot 5 and this^would have been proved if 
Blackhead had not been bought off. His desertion had made 
it necessary to call in the help of fiction. You must swear ' 
that you and I were in a back room upstairs at the Lobster 
in* Southwark. Sonie men came to meet us there. Tliey 
gave a password before they were admitted. They were all 
in white camlet cloaks. They signed the Association in our 
presence. Then they paid each his shilling and went away. 
And you must be ready to identify my Lord Marlborough and 
the Bishop of Eochester as two of these men.^^ How can I 

identify them?” said Holland, never saw them.” ^^You 
must contrive to see them,” answered the tempter, as soon 
as you can. The Bishop will be at the Abbey. Any body 
about the court will point out my Lord Marlborough/^ Hol- 
land immediately went to Whitehall, and repeated this con- 


versation to Nottingham. The unlucky imitator of Oates was 
prosecuted, by order of the government, for peijury, suborna- ' 
tion of peijury, and forgery. He was convicted and imprisoned, 
was again set in the pillory, and underwent, in addition to the i 
exposure, about which he cared little, such a pelting as had^ 
seldom been known.* After his punishment, he was, during ; 1 

some years, lost in the crowd of pilferers, ringdroppers, and | | 

sharpers who infested the capital. At length, in the year * 
1700, he emerged from his obscurity, and excited a niomen- i 
tary interest. The newspapers announced that Eobert Young, ^ 

Clerk, once so famous, had been taken up for coining, then . . 
that he had been found guilty, then that the dead warrant had 
come down, and finally that the reverend gentleman had been 
hanged at Tyburn, and had greatly edified a large assembly of 
spectators by his penitence.f 

* Baden to tLe States General, Feb. f Postman, April 13. and 20. 1700; 
li* Postboy, April 18.; Flying Post, April 20, . 


WILLIAM mi> MAET. 


563 


CHIPTEE XIX. 


While England was agitated, first by tlie dread of an inTa- CHAT, 
sion, and tlien by joy at tbe deliverance wrought for her by ^ 
the valour of her seamen, important events were taking place 
on the Continent. On the sixth of March the King had ar- ^iuiLm. 
'Thrived at the Hague, and had proceeded to make his arrange- 
ments for the approaching campaign,^ 

The prospect which lay before him was gloomy. The co- 
alition of which he was the anthor and the chief had, during 
some months, been in constant danger of dissolution. By 
what strennons exertions, by what ingenious expedients, by 
what blandishments, by what bribes, he succeeded in pre- 
venting his allies from throwing themselves, one by one, at 
the feet of France, can be but imperfectly known. The fullest 
,,^,and most authentic record of the labours and sacrifices by 
which he kept together, during eight years, a crowd of faint- 
hearted and treacherous potentates, negligent of the common 
interest and jealous of each other, is to be found in his cor- 
respondence with Heinsius. In that correspondence William 
is all himself. He had, in the course of his eventful life, 
to sustain some high parts for which he was not eminently 
qualified ; and, in those parts, his success was imperfect. As 
sovereign of England, he showed abilities and virtues which 
, entitle him to honourable mention in history : but his de- 
ficiencies were great. He was to the last a stranger among 
us, cold, reserved, never in good spirits, never at his ease. His 
kingdom was a place of exile. His finest palaces were prisons. 

He was always counting the days which must elapse before 
he should again see the land of his birth, the clipped trees, 
the wings of the innumerable windmills, the nests of the storks 
on the tali gables, and the long lines of painted villas reflected 
in the sleeping canals. He took no pains to hide the iire- 
\,,ference which he felt for his native soil and for his early 
friends 5 and therefore, though he rendered great services to 
our country, he did not reign in our hearts. As a general in 

* London Grazette, Marcli 14. 169|. 
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tlie fields again, lie showed rare courage and capacity ; but, 
from whatever cause, he was, as a tactician, inferior to some 
of his contemporaries, who, in general powers of mind, were 
far inferior to him. The bnsiness for which he was preemi- 
nently fitted was diplomacy, in the highest sense of the word. 

It may be doubted whether he has ever had a superior in the 
art of conducting those great negotiations on which the wel- 
fare of the commonwealth of nations depends. His skill in 
this department of politics was never more severely tasked or 
more signally proved than during the latter part of 1691 and 
the early part of 1692. 

One of his chief difficulties was caused by the sullen and 
menacing demeanour of the Northern powers. Denmark and 
Sweden had at one time seemed disposed to join the coalition : 
but they had early become cold, and were fast becoming hos- 
tile. From France they fiattered themselves that they had little 
to fear. It was not very probable that her armies would cross 
the Elbe, or that her fleets would force a passage through the 
Sound. But the naval strength of England and Holland 
united might weU excite apprehension at Stockholm and Co 
penhagen. Soon arose vexatious questions of maritime right, 
questions such as, in almost every extensive war of modern 
times, have arisen between belligerents and neutrals. The>^ 
Scandinavian princes coinjilained that the legitimate trade 
between the Baltic and France was tyrannically interrupted. 
Though they had not in general been on very friendly terms 
with each other, they began to draw close together, intrigued 
at every petty German court, and tried to form what William 
called a Third Party in Europe. The King of Sweden, who, 
as Duke of Pomerania, was bound to send three thousand men 
for the defence of the Empire, sent, instead of them, his advice 
that the allies would make peace on the best terms which they^ 
could get.* The King of Denmark seized a great number of 
Dutch merchantships, and collected in Holstein an army which 
caused no small uneasiness to his neighbours. I fear,^’ 
William wrote, in an hour of deep dejection, to Heinsius, I 
fear that the object of this Third Party is a peace which will 
bring in its train the slavery of Europe. The day wiU come 
when Sweden and her confederates will know too late how 
great an error they have committed. They are farther, no 
doubt, than we from the danger ; and therefore it is that they^' ^ 
are thus bent on working our ruin and their own. That 

* The Swedes camie, iij is tnie, hut not till the campaign was over. I^ondon 
Gazette, Sept. 10. 1691. : 
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France will now consent to reasonable terms is not to be ex- CHAP. 
i3ected. ; and it were better to fall sword in band tban to snb- . . 

mit to whatever sbe may dictate.”* 

While tbe King was tbns disquieted by the conduct of the The Pope. 
ISTortbem powers^ ominous signs began to appear in a very 
differezit quarter. It bad, from the first, been no easy matter 
to induce sovereigns who bated, and who in tbeir own domi- 
nions, persecuted, the Protestant religion, to countenance the 
revolution which had saved that religion fi:*om a great peril. 

But happily the example and the authority of the Vatican 
had overcome their scruples. Innocent the Eleventh and 
Alexander the Eighth had regarded William with ill concealed 
jjartiality. He was not indeed their friend ; but he was their 
enemy’s enemy; and James had been, and, if restored, must 
again be, their enemy’s vassal. To the heretic nephew there- 
fore they gave their effective support, to the orthodox uncle 
only compliments and benedictions. But Alexander the 
Eighth had occupied the papal throne little more than fifteen 
months. His successor, Antonio Pignatelli, who took the 
name of Innocent the Twelfth, was impatient to be reconciled 
to Lewis. Lewis was now sensible that he had committed a 
great error when he had roused against him at once the spirit 
of Protestantism and the spirit of Popery. He permitted the 
'^ French Bishops to submit themseltes to the Holy See. The 
dispute, which had, at one time, seemed likely to end in a 
great G-allican schism, was accommodated; and there was 
reason to believe that the influence of the head of the Church 
would be exerted for the purpose of severing the ties which 
bound so many Catholic princes to the Calvinist who had 
usurped the British throne. 

Meanwhile the coalition, which the Third Party on one CoBductof 
side and the Pope on the other were trying to dissolve, was 
"In no small danger of falling to pieces from mere rottenness. 

Two of the allied powers, and two only, were hearty in the 
common cause; England, drawing after her the other British 
kingdoms, and Holland, drawing after her the other Bata- 
vian commonwealths. England and Holland were indeed 
torn by internal factions, and were separated from each other 
by mutual jealousies and antipathies : but both were fully 
resolved not to submit to French domination ; and both were 
ready to bear their share, and more than their share, of the 
charges of the contest. Most of the members of the confede- 
racy were not nations, but men, an Emperor, a King, Electors, 

* WilHam to Heinsius, MarcL 1692, 
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Diikes, LandgraYes; aad of these men there was scarcely one 
whose whole soul was in the straggle, scarcely one who did not 
hang back, who did not find some excuse for omitting to fulfil 
his engagements, who did not expect to be hired to defend his 
own rights and interests against the common enemy. But the 
war was the war of the people of England and of the people 
of Holland, Had it not been so, the burdens which it made 
necessary wonld not have been borne by either England or 
Holland during a single year. When William said that he 
would rather die sword in hand than hnmble himself before 
France, he expressed what was felt, not by himself alone, 
but by two great communities of which he was the first 
magistrate. With those two communities, nnhappily, other 
states had little sympathy. Indeed those two communities 
were regarded by other states as rich, plaindealing, generons 
dupes are regarded by needy sharpers, England and Holland 
were wealthy ; and they were zealous. Their wealth excited 
the cupidity of the whole alliance ; and to that wealth their 
zeal was the key. They were persecuted with sordid impor- 
tunity by all their confederates, from Csesar, who, in the 
pride of his sohtary dignity, would not honour King William 
with the title of Majesty, down to the smallest Margrave who 
could see his whole principality from the cracked windows 
of the mean and ruinous old house which he called his^^* 
palace. It was not enough that England and Holland fur-^ 
nished much more than their contingents to the war by land, 
and bore unassisted the whole charge of the war by sea. 
They were beset by^ a crowd of illustrious mendicants, some 
rude, some obsequious, but all indefatigable and insatiable. 
One prince came mumping to them annually with a lamen- 
table story about his distresses. A more sturdy beggar threat- 
ened to join the Third Party, and to make a separate peace 
wiih France, if his demands were not granted. Every Sove^ 
reign too had his ministers and favourites ; and these minis- 
ters and favourites were perpetually hinting that France was 
willing to pay them for detaching their masters from the 
coalition, and that it would be prudent in England and 
Holland to outbid France. 


Yet the embarrassment caused by the rapacity of the allied ? 
courts was scarcely greater than the embarrassment caused 
by their ambition and their pride. This prince had set his - 
heart on some childish distinction, a title or a cross, and ^ 
would do nothing for the common cause till his wishes were 
accomplished. That .prhice chose to fancy that he had been 
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slighted, and wotild not stir still reparation had been made 
to him. The Dnte of Brunswick Lunenburg would not 
furnish a battalion for the defence of Germany unless he was 
made an Elector.* The Elector of Brandenburg declared 
that he was as hostile as he had ever been to France : but 
he had been ill used by the Spanish government; and he 
therefore would not suffer his soldiers to be employed in the 
defence of the Spanish Netherlands. He was willing to bear 
his share of the war: but it must be in his own way: he 
must have the command of a distinct army; and he must 
be stationed between the Bhine and the Meuse.f The Elec- 
tor of Saxony complained that bad winter quarters had been 
assigned to his troops : he therefore recalled them just when 
they should have been preparing to take the field, but very 
coolly offered to send them back if England and Holland 
would give him four hundred thousand rixdoUars.J 

It might have been expected that at least the two chiefs 
of the House of Austria would have put forth, at this con- 
juncture, all their strength against the rival House of Bour- 
bon. Unfortunately they could not be induced to exert them- 
selves vigorously even for their own preservation. They 
were deeply interested in keeping the French out of Italy. 
Yet they could with difficulty be prevailed upon to lend the 
smallest assistance to the Duke of Savoy. They seemed to 
think it the business of England and Holland to defend the 
passes of the Alps, and to prevent the armies of Lewis from 
overflowing Lombardy. To the Emperor indeed the war 
against France was a secondary object. His first object was 
the war against Turkey. He was dull and bigoted. His 
mind misgave him that the war against France was, in some 
sense, a war against the Catholic religion; and the war 
against Turkey was a crusade. His recent campaign on the 
Danube had been successful. He might easily have con- 
cluded an honourable peace with the Porte, and have turned 
his arms westward. But he had conceived the hope that he 
might extend his hereditary dominions at the expense of the 
Infidels. Yisions of a triumphant entry into Constantinople 
and of a Te Deum in Saint Sophia’s had risen in his brain. 
He not only employed in the East a force more than sufficient 
to have defended Piedmont and reconquered Lorraine ; but 
he seemed to think that England and Holland were boiuid to 

^ William to Heinsius, Peb. 1692. t "William to Heinsms,. Jan. ||. 1692. 

J William to Heinsins, Jail. ||; 1692. 
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reward him largely for neglecting their interests and pur- 
suing his own.* 

Spain already was what she has continued to he down to 
onr own time. Of the Spain which had domineered OYer the 
land and the ocean, over the Old and the ISTew World, of the ^ 
Spain which had, in the short space of twelve years, led cap- 
tive a Pope and a King of France, a Sovereign of Mexico 
and a Sovereign of Pern, of the Spain which had sent an 
army to the w^s of Paris and had equipped a mighty fleet I 
to invade England, nothing remained but an arrogance which 
had once excited terror and hatred, but which could now 
excite only derision. In extent, indeed, the dominions of the 
Catholic King exceeded those of Eome when Eome was at 
the zenith of power. But the huge mass lay torpid and help- ^ 
less, and could be insulted or despoiled with impunity. The 
whole administration, military and naval, financial and colo- 
nial, was utterly disorganized Charles was a fit represen- 
tative of his kingdom, impotent physically, intellectually, and 
morally, sunk in ignorance, listlessness, and superstition, yet ; 
swollen wdth a notion of his own dignity, and quick to ima- 
gine and to resent affronts. So wretched had his education 
been that, when he was told of the faU of Mons, the most 
important fortress in his vast empire, he asked whether Mons ^ 
was in England, f Among the ministers who were raised up ^ i 
and pulled down by his sickly caprice, was none capable of 
appljing a remedy to the distempers of the State. In truth 
to brace anew the nerves of that paralysed body would have 
been a hard task even for Ximenes. Ko servant of the Span- 
ish Crown occupied a more important post, and none was 
more unfit for an important post, than the Marquess of Gas- 
tanaga. He was Governor of the Netherlands; and in the 
Netherlands it seemed probable that the fate of Christendom ^ 
would be 'decided. He had discharged his trust as every ’ 
public trust was then discharged in every part of that vast 
monarchy on which it was boastfully said that the sun never 
set. Fertile and rich as was the country which he ruled, he 
threw on England and Holland the whole charge of defend- 
ing it. He expected that arms, ammunition, waggons, pro- 
visions, every thing, would be furnished by the heretics. It 
had never occurred to him that it was his business, and not 
theirs, to put Mons in a condition to stand a siege. The 
public voice loudly accused him of having sold that cele-^"^^ 

* Bumet, ii, 82, 83* Correspondence of William and Heinsins, passim, 
i* M^moires de Torcj. 
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braied strongliold to I^rance. But it is probable that be was CHAP, 
guilty of notbing worse tbau tbe baugbty apatby and slug- 
gisbness cbaracteristic of Ms nation, 

Sucb was tbe state of tbe coabtion of wbieb Wiffiam was . 

tbe bead. There were moments when be felt bimself OTer- preventing 
wbelmedy when bis spirits sank, when bis patience was the disso- 
wearied out, and wben bis constitutional irritability broke 
forth. ^*^1 cannot,” be wrote, offer a suggestion without tion. 
being met by a demand for a subsidy.”* I bare refused 
point blank,” be wrote on another occasion, when be bad 
been importuned for money : “ it is impossible that the States 
General and England can bear tbe charge of tbe army on tbe 
Rhine, of the army in Piedmont, and of the whole defence of 
Elanders, to say notbing of tbe immense cost of the naval 
war. If our allies can do notbing for themselves, tbe sooner 
tbe alliance goes to pieces tbe better.” f But, after every 
sboiii fit of despondency and ill humour, be called up all tbe 
force of bis mind, and put a strong curb on bis temper. 

Weak, mean, false, selfish, as too many of tbe confederates 
were, it was only by their help that be could accomplish what 
be bad from bis youth up considered as bis mission. If they 
abandoned him, France would be dominant without a rival in 
Europe. Well as they deserved to be punished, be would 
not, to punish them, acquiesce in tbe subjugation of the 
whole civilised world. He set himself therefore to surmount 
some difficulties and to evade others. The Scandinavian 
powers be conciliated by waiving, reluctantly indeed, and not 
without a bard internal struggle, some of Ms maritime 
rights. t At Rome Ms influence, though indirectly exercised, 
balanced that of the Pope bimself. Lewis and James found 
that they bad not a friend at tbe Vatican except Innocent 5 
and Innocent, whose nature was gentle and irresolute, shrank 
from taking a course directly opposed to tbe sentiments of all 
who surrounded him. In private conversations with Jacobite 
agents be declared bimself devoted to the interest of the 
House of Stuart: but in bis public acts be observed a strict 
neutrality. He sent twenty thousand crowns to Saint Ger- 
mains : but be excused bimself to the enemies of France by 
protesting that this was not a subsidy for any political pur- 
pose, but merely an alms to be distributed among poor British 
Catholics. He permitted prayers for the good cause to be 
read in tbe English College at Rome : but be insisted that 

* William to Hoinsras, 1691. t letters to Heinsms are full of 

t Ibid. Jan. 1692. ’ ’ this sabjeefc. 
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tiose prayers sKouH be drawn up in general terms, and that 
no name should be mentioned. It was in vain that the 
ministers of the Houses of Stuart and Bourbon adjured him 
to take a more decided course. God Imows/^ he exclaimed 
on one occasion, ^^ that I would gladly shed my blood to re- 
store the King of England. But what can I do ? If I stir, 
I am told that I am favouring the jPrench, and helping them 
to set up an universal monarchy. I am not like the old 
Popes. Eings will not listen to me as they listened to my 
predecessors. There is no religion now, nothing but wicked, 
worldly, policy. The Prince of Orange is master. He governs 
us all. He has got such a hold on the Emperor and on the 
Eing of Spain that neither of them dares to displease him. 
God help us ! He alone can help us. And, as the old man 
spoke, he beat the table with his hand in an agony of im- 
potent grief and indignation.* 

To keep the German princes steady was no easy task : but 
it was accomplished. Money was distributed among them, 
much less indeed than they asked, but much more than 
they had any decent pretence for asking. With the Elector 
of Saxony a composition was made. He had, together with 
a strong appetite for subsidies, a great desire to be a member 
of the most select and illustrious orders of knighthood. It 
seems that, instead of the four hundred thousand rix dollars 
which he had demanded, he consented to accept one hundred 
thousand and the Garter.f His prime minister Schoeiiiiig, the 
most covetous and perfidious of mankind, was secured, it was 
hoped, by a pension. J Per the Duke of Brunswick Lunen- 
burg, William, not without difficulty, procured the long 
desired title of Elector of Hanover. By such means as these 
the breaches which had divided the coalition were so skilfully 
repaired that it appeared still to present a firm front to the 
enemy. 

William had complained bitterly to the Spanish Court of 
the incapacity and inertness of Gastanaga ; and that govern- 
ment, helpless and drowsy as it was, coulcl not be altogether 


^ See the Letters from Eome among 
the Nairiie Papers. Those in 1692 are 
fpomLyteott; those in 1693 from Car- 
dinal Howard ; those in 1694 from 
Bishop Ellis; those in 1696 from Lord 
Perth. They all tell the same story. 

t William’s correspondence with 
Heinsins ; London G-azette, Feh. 4. 
1691. In a pasquinade published in, 
1693, and entitled '^La^Fdire d’Aus- 
bourg, Ballet All^goriqne/’ the Elector 


of Saxony is introduced saying : 

“ Moy, je diray naivement 
Qu’une jartiore d’Angleterre 
Feroifc tout mon empressement ; 

Et je ne vois rien siir la terre 
On je trouve plus d’agrement.” 

J William’s correspondence with 
Heinsins. There is a curious account 
of Sehoening in the Memoirs of Coimt 
Dohna. 
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inseiisiHe to the dangers wMch threatened Flanders and CHAI?. 
Brabant. Q-astanaga was recalled ; and William was invited ^ 

to take upon himself the government of the Low Countries, New 
with powers not less than regal. Philip the Second would mentf for 
not easily have believed that, within a centmy after his thegoTem- 
death, his greatgrandson would implore the greatgrandson 
of William the Silent to exercise the anthority of a sovereign Netiier- 
at Brussels.^ , 

The offer was in one sense tempting : but William was too 
wise to accept it. He knew that the population of the Spanish 
N'etherlands was firinly attached to the Church of Eome. 

Bvery act of a Protestant ruler was certain to be regarded 
with suspicion by the clergy and people of those countries. 

Already Gastanaga, mortified by his disgrace, had written to 
inform the Court of Eome that changes were in contemplation 
which would make Ghent and Antwerp as heretical as Am- 
sterdam and London.t It had doubtless also occurred to 
William that if, by governing mildly and justly, and by show- 
ing a decent respect for the ceremonies and the ministers of the 
Eoman Catholic religion, he should succeed in obtaining the 
confidence of the Belgians, he would inevitably raise against 
himself a storm of obloquy in our island. He knew by ex- 
perience what it was to govern two nations strongly attached 
to two different Churches. A large party among the Epis- 
copalians of England could not forgive Mm for having con- 
sented to the establishment of the presbyterian polity in 
Scotland. A large party among the Presbyterians of Scotland 
blamed him for maintaining the episcopal polity in England. 

If he now took under his protection masses, processions^ 
graven images, friaries, nunneries, and, worst of all^ Jesuit 
pulpits, Jesuit confessionals, and Jesuit colleges, what could 
he expect but that England and Scotland wonld join in one cry 
of reprobation? He therefore refused to accept the govern- 
ment of the Low Countries, and proposed that it should be 
entrusted to the Elector of Bavaria. The Elector of Bavaria 
was, after the Emperor, the most powerful of the Eoman 
Catholic potentates of Germany. He was yomig, brave, and 
ambitious of military distinction. The Spanish Court was 
willing to appoint him ; and he was desirous to be appointed s 
but much delay was caused by an absurd difficulty. The 
Elector thought it beneath him to ask for what he wished -to 
have. The formalists of the Cabinet of Madrid thought it 
heneath the dignity of the Catholic King to give what had 


^ Burnet, ii. 84. 


t Narcissus LuttrcU’s Diary. 
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not been asked. Mediation was necessary^ and was at last 
successful. But mucli time was lost ; and tbe spring was far 
advanced before the new Governor of tbe ISTetiierlands entered 
on bis functions.* 

William bad saved tbe coalition from tbe danger of perisb- 
ing bj disunion. But by no remonstrance, by no entreaty, 
by no bribe, could be prevail on bis allies to be early in tbe 
field. Tbey ought to bave profited by tbe severe lesson wbicb 
bad been given tbem in tbe precedmg year. But again every 
one of tbem lingered, and wondered wby tbe rest were bn- 
gering ; and again be wbo singly wielded tbe whole power of 
France was found, as bis haughty motto bad long boasted, a 
match for a multitude of adversaries.f His enemies, while 
still unready, learned with dismay that be bad taken tbe field 
in person at the bead of bis nobility. On no occasion bad 
that gallant aristocracy appeared with more splendour in bis 
train. A single circumstance may sufilce to give a notion of 
tbe pomp and luxury of Ms camp. Among tbe musketeers 
of bis household rode, for the first time, a stripling of seven- 
teen, wbo soon afterwards succeeded to the titl^ of Duke of 
Saint Simon, and to whom we owe those inestimable memoirs 
wbicb bave preserved, for tbe delight and instruction of many 
lands and of many generations, tbe vivid picture of a France 
wbicb has long passed away. Though tbe boy^s family was at 
that time very bard pressed for money, be travelled with thirty- 
five horses and sumpter mules. Tbe princesses of tbe blood, 
each surrounded by a group of highborn and graceful ladies, 
accompanied tbe King ; and tbe smiles of so many charming 
women iuspired tbe throng of vain and voluptuous but high- 
spirited gentlemen with more than common courage. In the 
brilliant crowd which surrounded tbe French Augustus ap- 
peared the French Yirgil, tbe graceful, tbe tender, the melo- 
dious Eacine. He bad, in conformity with tbe prevailing 
fashion, become devout, and bad given up writing for tbe 
theatre. He now, having determined to apply himself vigor- 
ously to tbe discharge of the duties which belonged to him as 
historiographer of France, came to see tbe great events wbicb 
it was Ms office to record, J In tbe neighbourhood of Mons, 


* MontHy Mercxiries of January and 
April 1693; Burnet, ii. 84. In tlie 
Burnet MS, Harl. 6584, is a warm 
eulogy on the Elector of Bavaria, When 
the MS. was written, he was allied with 
England against Erance. In the History, 
which was prepared for publication when 
he was allied with Erance against Eng- 


land, the eulogy is omitted, 
t “ Xee pluribus impar " 
j Mc^moires de Saint Simon; Lan- 
gean ; Eacine’s Letters, and Narrative 
entitled Eelation de ce qui s’est pass4 
au Sifege de Namur ; Monthly Mercury,. 
May 1692. 
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Lewis entertained tlie ladies witli the most magnificent review CHAP, 
that had ever been seen in modem Bttrope. A hundred and . > 

twenty thonsand of the finest troops in the world were drawn 
up in a line eight miles* long. It may he doubted whether such 
an array was ever brought together under the Roman eagles. 

The show began early in the mornings and was not over when 
the long summer day closed. Racine left the ground^ aston- 
ished, deafened, dazzled^ and tired to death. In a private 
letter he ventured to give utterance to an amiable wish which 
he probably toot good care not to whisper in the courtly circle : 

Would to heaven that all these poor fellows were in their 
cottages again with their wives and their little ones ! ” * 

After this superb pageant Lewis announced his intention shge of 
of attacking hTamiir. In five days he was under the walls of Namur, 
that city, at the head of more than thirty thousand men. 

Twenty thousand peasants, pressed in those parts of the Ne- 
therlands which the Trench occupied, were compelled to act 
as pidneers. Luxemburg, with eighty thousand men, occupied 
a strong position on the road between Namur and Brussels, 
and was prepared to give battle to any force which might at- 
tempt to raise the siege.f This partition of duties excited 
no surprise. It had long been known that the Great 
Monarch loved sieges, and that he did not love battles. He 
professed to think that the real test of military skill was a 
siege. The event of an encounter between two armies on 
an open plain was, in his opiaion, often determined by chance : 
but only science could prevail against ravelins and bastions 
which science had constructed. His detractors sneeringly 
pronounced it fortunate that the department of the milita^ry 
art which His Majesty considered as the noblest was one in 
which it was seldom necessary for h i m to expose to serious 
risk a life invaluable to his people. 

Namur, situated at the confluence of the Sambre and the 
Meuse, was one of the great fortresses of Europe. The town 
lay in the plain, and had no strength except what was derived 
from art. But art and nature had combined to fortify that 
renowned citadel which, from the summit of a lofty rock, 
looks down on a boundless expanse of cornfields, woods and 
meadows, watered by two fine rivers. The people of the city 
and of the surrounding region were pi*oud of their impregnable 
castle. Their boast was that never, in all the wars which had 
devastated the Netherlands, had skill or valour been able to 

* Memoires de Saint Simon; Eadne f Monthly Mercury for June ; Wil- 
to Boil eau, May 21. 1692, ham to Heinsius, 1692. 
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penetrate those walls. The neighbouring fastnesses, famed 
throughout the world for their strength, Antwerp and Ostend, 
Ypres, Lisle and Tournayy Mens and Valenciennes, Cambray 
and Charleroy, Limburg and Luxemburg, had opened their 
gates to conquerors : but never once had the flag been pulled 
down from the battlements of iTamur. That nothing might 
be wanting to the interest of the siege, the two great masters 
of the art of fortification were opposed to each other. Vauban 
had during many years been regarded as the first of engineers t 
but a formidable rival had lately arisen, Menno, Baron of 
Cohorn, the ablest officer in the service of the States General. 
The defences of hTamur had been recently strengthened and 
repaired under Cohorn’s superintendence; and he was now 
within the walls. Vanhan was in the camp of Lewis. It 
might therefore be expected that both the attack and the de- 
fence would be conducted with consummate ability. 

By this time the allied armies had assembled : but it was 
too late.* William hastened towards Namur. He menaced 
the French works, first from the west, then from the north, 
then from the east. But between him and the lines of circum- 
vallation lay the army of Luxemburg, turning as he turned, 
and always so strongly posted that to attack it would have 
been the height of imprudence. Meanwhile the besiegers, 
directed by the skill of Vauban and animated by the presence of 
Lewis, made rapid progress. There were indeed many difficul- 
ties to be surmounted and many hardships to be endured. The 
weather was stormy ; and, on the eighth of June, the feast of 
Saint Medard, who holds in the French Calendar the same 
inauspicious place which in our Calendar belongs to Saint 
Swithin, the rain feU in torrents. The Sambre rose and 
covered many square miles on which, the harvest was green. 
The Mehaigne whirled down its bridges to the Meuse. All .. 
the roads became swamps. The trenches were so deep in 
water and mire that it was the business of three days to move 
a gun from one battery to another. The six thousand wag- 
gons which had accompanied the French army were useless. 
It was necessary that gunpowder, bullets, corn, hay, should 
be carried from place to place on the backs of the war horses. 
Nothing but the authority of Lewis could, in such circum- 
stances, have maintained order and inspired cheerfulness. His 
soldiers, in truth, showed much more reverence for kiin than 
for what their reUgion had made sacred. They cursed Saint 
Medard heartily, and broke or burned every image of 
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that coEld be But for their Bing there was nothing 

that thej were not ready to do and to bear. In spite of every 
obstacle they constantly gained ground. Cohorn was severely 
womided while defending with desperate resolntion a fort 
which he had himself constructed, and of which he was proud. 
His place could not he supplied. The governor was a feeble 
man whom Gastanaga had appointed, and whom William had 
recently advised the Elector of Bavaria to remove. The 
spirit of the garrison gave way. The town surrendered on 
the eighth day of the siege, the citadel about three weeks 
later.’^' 

The history of the fall of Namur in 1692 hears a close re- 
semblance to the history of the fall of Mons in 1691 . Both 
in 1691 and in 1692, Lewis, the sole and absolute master of 
the resources of his kingdom, was able to open the campaign, 
before William, the captain of a coalition, had brought to- 
gether his dispersed forces. In both years the advantage of 
having the first move decided the event of the game. At 
Namur, as at Mons, Lewis, assisted by Vauban, conducted 
the siege : Luxemburg covered it : William vainly tried to 
raise it, and, with deep mortification, assisted as a spectator 
at the victory of his enemy. 

In one respect however the fate of the two fortresses was 
very different. Mons was delivered up by its own inhabitants. 
Namnr might perhaps have been saved if the garrison had 
been as zealous and determined as the population. Strange 
to say, in this place, so long subject to a foreign rule, there 
was found a patriotism resemhhng that of the little Greek 
commonwealths. There is no reason to believe that the 
burghers cared about the balance of power, or had any pre- 
ference for J ames or for William, for the Most Christian King 
or for the Most Catholic King. But every citizen considered 
4^d)is own honour as bound up with the honour of the maiden 
fortress. It is true that the French did not abuse their 
victory. No outrage was committed: the privileges of the 
municipality were respected j the magistrates were not 
changed. Yet the people could not see a conqueror enter 
their hitherto unconquered castle without tears of rage and 
shame. Even the barefooted Carmelites, who had renounced 
aU pleasures, all property, all society, all domestic affection, 

•^ Monthly Mercuries of June and Ternon’s Letters to Colt, printed in 
July 1692; London Gazettes of June; Tindal’s History ; Eacine’s Narrative 
Gazette de Paris; Memoires de Saint and Letters to Boileau of June 15. and 
Simon ; Journal de Dangeau ; William 24. 
to Heinsius, June ft. June S. 5 
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whose days were all fast days, who passed month after month 
without uttering a word, were strangely moTed. It was in * : 
Tain that Lewis attempted to soothe them by marks of respect ; 

and by munificent bounty. Whenever they met a French i 
uniform they turned their heads away with a look which 
showed that a life of prayer, of abstinence, and of silence 
had left one earthly feeling still unsubdued.-^ | 

This was perhaps the moment at which the arrogance of 
Lewis reached the highest point. He had achieved the last 
and the most splendid military exploit of his life. His con- 
federated foes, English, Dutch and German, had, in their 
own despite, swelled his triumph, and had been witnesses of 
the glory which made their hearts sick. His exultation was 
boundless. The inscriptions on the medals which he struck, 
to commemorate his success, the letters by which he enjoined 
the prelates of his kingdom to sing the Te Deum, were 
boastful and sarcastic. His people, a people among whose 
many fine qualities moderation in prosperity cannot be 
reckoned, seemed for a time to be drunk with pride. Even 
Boileau, hurried along by the prevailing enthusiasm, forgot 
the good sense and good taste to which he owed Ms reputa- 
tion. He fancied himself a lyric poet, and gave vent to his 
feelings in a hundred and sixty lines of frigid bombast about 
Alcides, Mars, Bacchus, Ceres, the lyre of Orpheus, the - 
Thracian oaks, and the Permessian nymphs. He wondered 
whether ISTamur had, like Troy, been built by Apollo and Hep- 
tune. He asked what power could subdue a city stronger than 
that before which the Greeks lay ten years ; and he returned 
answer to himself that such a miracle could be wrought only 
by Jupiter or by Lewis. The feather in the hat of Lewis was 
the loadstar of victory. To Lewis all things must yield, 
princes, nations, winds, waters. In conclusion the poet ad- 
dressed Hmself to the banded enemies of France, and taunt- * 
ingly bade them carry back to their homes the tidings that 
Hamur had been taken in their sight. Before many months 
had elapsed both the boastfiil king and the boastful poet were 
taught that it is prudent as well as graceful to be modest in 
the hour of victory. 

One mortidcation Lewis had suffered even in the midst of 
Ms prosperity. While he lay before Hamur, he heard the 
sounds of rejoicing from the distant camp of the aUies. 
Three peals of thunder from a hundred and forty pieces 
cannon were answered by three volleys from sixty thousand 

^ M4mokes de Saint Simon, 
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muskets. It was soon kaown tliat these salutes were fired on chap. 
account of the battle of La Hogue. The French King ^ 

exerted himself to appear serene. They make a strange 
noise^^^ he said, about the burning of a few ships.” In 
truth he was much disturbed, and the more so because a 
report had reached the Low Countries that there had been a 
sea fi-ght, and that his fleet had been victorious. His good 
humour however was soon restored by the brilliant success of 
those 'operations which were under his own immediate direc- 
tion. When the siege was over, he left Luxemburg in com- 
mand of the army, and returned to Versailles. At Versailles Lewis 
the unfortunate Tourville presented himself, and was gra- 
ciously received. As soon as he appeared in the circle, the 
King welcomed him in a loud voice. ^^I am perfectly satisfied 
with you and with my sailors. W'e have been beaten, it is 
true : but your honour and that of the nation are unsullied.” ^ 

Though Lewis had quitted the Netherlands, the eyes of 
all Europe were still fixed on that region. The armies there 
had been strengthened by reinforcements drawn from many 
quarters. Everywhere else the military opei^ations of the 
year were languid and without interest. The Grand Vizier 
and Lewis of Baden did little more than watch each other on 
the Danube. Marshal Noailles and the Duke of Medina 
Sidonia did little more than watch each other under the 
Pyrenees. On the Epper Ehine, and along the frontier of 
Piedmont, an indecisive predatory war was carried on, by 
which the soldiers suffered little and the cultivators of the 
soil much. But all men looked, with anxious expectation of 
some great event, to the frontier of Brabant, where William 
was opposed to Luxemburg. 

Luxemburg, now in his sixty-sixth year, had risen, by slow Luxem- 
.degrees, and by the deaths of several great men, to the first 
place among the generals of his time. He was of that noble 
house of Montmorency which united many mythical and 
many historical titles to glory, which boasted that it sprang 
from the first Prank who was baptised into the name of 
Christ in the fifth century, and which had, since the eleventh 
century, given to Prance a long and splendid succession of 
Constables and Marshals. In valour and abilities Luxemburg 
was not inferior to any of his illustrious race. But, highly 
-^descended and highly gifted as he was, he had with difficulty 
^ surmounted the obstacles which impeded him in the road to 

* London Gazette, May 30. 1692 ; Bangeau ; Boyefs History of William 
Alemoires de Saint Simon; Journal de III. 1702. 
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fame. If lie owed much to tlie bounty of nature and fortune^, [. 

be bad suffered stiH more from tbeir spite. His features were 
frigbtfuUy barsb : bis stature was dioiinutive .* a buge and I 
pointed bump rose on bis back. His constitution was feeble 
and sickly. Cruel imputations bad been thrown on bis morals. T,' 
He bad been accused of trafficking witb sorcerers and witb i 
compounders of poison, bad languished long in a dungeon, 
and bad at length regained bis liberty without entirely re- ! 
gaming bis honour.'^ He bad always been disliked both by I 
Louvois and by Lewis. Yet the war against the European 
coalition bad lasted but a yery short time when both the 
minister and the King felt that the general who was per- 
sonally odious to them was necessary to the state. Gonde 
and Turenne were no more ^ and Luxemburg was without 
dispute the first soldier that Prance still possessed. In vigi^' 
lance, diligence, and perseyerance be was deficient. He 
seemed to reserve bis gi^eat qualities for great emergencies. 

It was on a pitched field of battle that be was all himself. 

His glance was rapid and unerring. His judgment was 
clearest and surest when responsibility pressed beayiest on 
him, and when difficulties gathered thickest around him. To 
bis skill, energy, and presence of mind bis country owed some 
glorious days. But, though eminently successful in battles, 
be was not eminently successful in campaigns. He gaiuei''*^ 
immense renown at William’s expense 5 and yet there was, as 
respected the objects of the war, little to choose between the 
two coimnanders. Luxemburg was repeatedly yictorious ; 
but be bad not the art of improying a yictory. William was 
repeatedly defeated : but of aU generals be was the best 
qualified to repair a defeat. 

In the month of July William’s headquarters were at Lam- 
beque. About six miles off, at Steinkirk, Luxemburg bad 
encamped with the main body of bis army; and about six 
miles further off lay a considerable force commanded by the 
Marquess of Boufflers, one of the best officers in the seryice 
of Lewis. 

The country between Lambeque and Steinkirk was inter- 
sected by innumerable hedges and ditches ; and neither army 

* M^moiresde Saint Simon; Yoltaire, -3Esop, from his deformity, and called a 
Sikle de Louis XIV. Voltaire speaks wizard, in allusion to his dealings with 
with a contempt which is prohahly just La Voisin. In one Jacohite allegory he 
of the account of this affair in the Causes is the necromancer G-randorsio. 

CM^hres. See also the Letters of Madame Narcissus Luttrell’s Diary for June 
de S^vign^ during the months of January 1692 he is called a conjuror. I hare 
and February 1680. , In several English seen two or three English caricatures of 
lampoons Luxemburg is nicknamed Luxemburg’s figure. 


WILLIAM AND MARY. ’ 


^579 


could approacli the other without passing through several 
long and narrow defiles. Luxemburg had therefore little 
reason to apprehend that he should be attacked in his en- 
Jrenchments ; and he felt assured that he should have ample 
notice before any attack was made : for he had succeeded in 
corrupting an adventurer named Millevoix, who was chief 
musician and private secretary of the Elector of Bavaria. 
This man regularly sent to the French headquarters authentic 
information touching the designs of the allies. 

The Marshal, confident in the strength of his position, and 
in the accuracy of his intelligence, Kved in his tent as he was 
accustomed to live in his hotel at Paris; He was at once a 
valetudinarian and a voluptuary ; and, in bqth characters, he 
Joved his ease. He scarcely ever mounted his horse. Light 
conversation and cards occupied most of his hours. His 
table was luxurious ; and, when he had sate down to supper, 
it was a service of danger to disturb him. Some scoffers re- 
marked that in his military dispositions he was not guided 
exclusively by military reasons, that he generally contrived to 
entrench himself in some place where the veal and the poultry 
were remarkably good, and that he was always solicitous to 
keep open such communications with the sea as might en- 
sure him, from September to April, a regular supply of Sand- 
""wich oysters. If there were any agreeable women in the 
neighbourhood of his camp, they were generally to be found 
at his banquets. It may easily be supposed that, under such 
a commander, the young princes and nobles of Prance vied 
with one another in splendour and gallantry.^ 

■ While he was amusing himself after his wonted fashion, 
the confederate princes discovered that their counsels were 
betrayed. A peasant picked up a letter which had been 
dropped, and carried it to the Elector of Bavaria. It con- 
fained full proofs of the guilt of Millevoix. William con- 
ceived a hope that he might be able to take his enemies in 
the snare which they had laid for him. The perfidious sec- 
retary was summoned to the royal presence and taxed with 
Ms crime. A pen was put into his hand : a pistol was held to 
his breast ; and he was commanded to write on pain of instant 
death. lEs letter, dictated by William, was conveyed to the 
French camp. It apprised Luxemburg that the allies meant 
. to send out a strong foraging party on the next day. In order 
protect this party from molestation, some battalions of 

* Memoires de Simon; M4irioires de YiUars; Bacme to Boilean, May 21. 
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infantry, accompaiiied by artillery, would marcli by niglit to 
occupy tbe defiles wMcb lay between tte armies, Tbe Mar- ! 
sbal read, believed, and went to rest, while William urged [ 
forward the preparations for a general assault on the French. . ; 
lines. ' : , / 

The whole allied army was under arms while it was still 
dark. In the grey of the morning, Luxemburg was awakened 
by scouts, who brought tidings that the enemy was advancing 
in great force. He at fi.rst treated the news very lightly. 
His correspondent, it seemed, had been, as usual, diligent 
and exact. The Prince of Orange had sent out a detachment 
to protect his foragers, and this detachment had been mag- 
nified by fear into a great host. But one alarming report 
followed another fast. All the passes, it was said, were, | 
choked with multitudes of foot, horse, and artillery, nndet ^ 


the banners of England and of Spain, of the United Pro- 
vinces and of the Empire ; and every column was moving 
towards Steinkirk. At length the Marshal rose, got on horse- 
back, and rode out to see what was doing. 

By this time the vanguard of the allies was close to Ms 
outposts. About half a mile in advance of Ms aiuny was 
encamped a brigade named from the province of Bourbonnais. 
These troops had to hear the first brunt of the onset. Amazed ^ 
and panickstricken, they were swept away in a mome.iit, arf^ 
ran for their lives, leaving their tents and seven pieces of 
cannon to the assailants. • 

Thus far William’s plans had been completely successMs 
but now fortune began to turn against him. He had been 
misinformed as to the nature of the ground which lay be- 
tween the station of the brigade of Bourbonnais and the 
main encampment of the enemy. He had expected that he 
should be able to push forward without a moment’s paus^ | 
that he should find the French army in a state of wild disor- ? 
der, and that his victory would be easy and complete. But Ms 
progress was obstructed by several fences and ditches : there 
was a short delay ; and a short delay sufficed to frustrate his 
design. Luxemburg was the very man for such a conjunc- 
ture. He had committed great faults : he had kept careless 
guard; he had trusted implicitly to information which had 
proved false ; he had neglected information which had proved 
true ; one of his divisions was flying in confusion ; the othej:- 
divisions were unprepared for action. That crisis would have f 
paralysed the faculties of an ordinary captain ; it only braced ; : 
and stimulated those of Luxemburg. His mind, nay his c 
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aicldy anl distorted i seemed to derive liealtli and vigour CHAP, 
from disaster and disirxay. In a short time he had disposed 
every thing. The French army was in battle order. Con- 
spicTions in that great array were the household troops of 
y Lewis, the most renowned body of fighting men in Europe; 
and at their head appeared, glittering in lace and embroidery 
hastily thrown on and half fastened, a crowd of young princes 
and lords who had just been roused by the trumpet from their 
couches or their revels, and who had hastened to look death 
ill the face with the gay and festive intrepidity characteristic 
of French gentlemen. Highest in rank among these high- 
born warriors was a lad of sixteen, Philip Duke of Chartres, 
son of the Duke of Orleans, and nephew of the King of 
_ Prance. It was with difficulty and by importunate solicita- 
tion that the gallant boy had extorted Luxemburg’s permis- 
sion to be where the fire was hottest. Two other youths of 
royal blood, Lewis Duke of Bourbon, and Armand Prince of 
Conti, showed a spirit worthy of their descent. With them 
was a descendant of one of the bastards of Henry the Pourth, 

Lewis Duke of Vendome, a man sunk in indolence and in the 
foulest vice, yet capable of exhibiting on a gi*eat occasion the 
qualities of a great soldier. Berwick, who was beginning to 
earn for himself an honourable name in arms, was there ; and 
at his side rode Sarsfield, whose courage and ability earned, on 
that day, the esteem of the whole Prench army.* Meanwhile 
Luxemburg had sent off a pressing message to summon 
Boufflers* But the message was needless. Boufflers had heard 
the firing, and, like a brave and intelligent captain, was already 
hastening towards the point from which the sound came. 

Though the assailants had lost aU the advantage which 
! belongs to a surprise, they came on manfully, hi fi'ont of 
.^the battle were the British commanded by Count Solmes. 

The division which was to lead the way was Mackaj’s. He 
was to have been supported, according to William’s plan, by 
a strong body of foot and horse. Though most of Mackay’s 
men had never before been under fire, their behaviour gave 
promise of Blenheim and Eamilies. They first encountered 
the Swiss, who held a distinguished place in the Prench 
army. The fight was so close and desperate that the mnzzles 
of the muskets crossed. The Swiss were driven back with 
. fearful slaughter. More than eighteen hundred of them 
appear from the Prench returns to have been killed or 
wounded. Luxemburg afterwards said that he had never in 

* See tLe Lonoura'ble mention of Sarsfield in Lnxenilburg’s despatch. 
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Ms life seen so forious a struggle. He collected in liaste tie 
opinion of tlie generals who surrounded Mm. All tiougit 
ttat tie emergency was one wMci could "be met by no com- 
mon means. Tie Bang’s bousebold must charge the English. 
The Marshal gaye the word ; and the household, headed by 
the princes of the blood, came on, flinging their mushets 
back on their shoulders. Sword in hand,” was the cry 
through all the ranks of that terrible brigade: sword in 
hand. Ho firing. Do it with the cold steel.” After a long 
and bloody contest, the English were borne down. They 
neyer ceased to repeat that, if Solmes had done his duty by 
them, they would haye beaten even the household. But 
Solmes gave them no effective support. He pushed forward 
some cavalry which, from the nature of the ground, could do 
little or nothing. His infantry he would not suffer to stm 
They could do no good, he said; and he would not send them 
to be slaughtered. Ormond was eager to hasten to the 
assistance of his countrymen, but was not permitted. Mackay 
sent a pressing message to represent that he and his men 
were left to certain destruction : but all was vain. “ God’s 
will be done,” said the brave veteran. He died as he had 
lived, hke a good Christian and a good soldier. With him 
fell Douglas and Lanier, two generals distinguished among 
the conquerors of Ireland. Mountjoy too was among the-^ 
slain. After languishing three years in the Bastille, he had 
just been exchanged for Eichard Hamilton, and, having been 
eonverted to Whiggism by wrongs more powerful than all the 
arguments of Locke and Sidney, had instantly hastened to 
join William’s camp as a volunteer.* Five :^e regiments 
were entirely cut to pieces. Ho part of this devoted band 
would have escaped but for the courage and conduct of 
Auverquerque, who came to the rescue in the moment of 
extremity with two fresh battalions. The gallant manner iii^ 
which he brought off the remains of Mackay’s division w^as 
long remembered and talked of with grateful admiration by 
the British camp fires. The ground where the conflict had 
raged was piled with corpses ; and those who buried the 
slain remarked that almost all the wounds had been given in 
close fighting by the sword or the bayonet. 

It was said that William so far forgot his wonted stoicism 
as to utter a passionate exclamation at the way in which the 
English regiments had been sacrificed. Soon, however, he ' 
recovered his equanimity, and determined to fall back. It 


* Narcissus Lutfcrell, April 28. 1692. 
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was Mgli time ; for ilie Freiicli army was every moment "be- CHAP, 
coming stronger^ as the regiments commanded by Eonfflera XIX. ^ 
came up in rapid succession. The allied army returned to 
Lambeqne nnpnrsned and in nnbrolien order 

The I'rench owned that they had about seven thousand 
men killed and wounded. The loss of the allies had been 
little^ if at allj greater. The relative strength of the armies 
was what it had been on the preceding day; and they con- 
tinued to occupy their old position^. But the moral elfect of 
the battle was great. The splendour of Wilham^s fame grew 
pale. Even his admirers were forced to own that, in the 
field, he was not a match for Luxemburg. In France the 
news was received with transports of joy and pride. The 
Court, the Capital, even the peasantry of the remotest pro- 
vinces, gloried in the impetuous valour which had been dis- 
played by so many youths, the heirs of illustrious names. It 
was exultingly and fondly repeated all over the khigdom that 
the young Duke of Chartres could not by any remonstrances 
be kept out of danger, that a ball had passed through his 
coat, that he had been wounded in the shoulder. The people 
lined the roads to see the prhices and nobles who returned 
from Steinkirk. The jewellers devised Steinkirk bucldes : 
the perfdmers sold Steinkirk powder. But the name of the 
field of battle was peculiarly given to a new species of collar. 

Lace neckcloths were then worn by men of fashion; and it 
had been usual to arrange them with great care. But at the 
terrible moment when the brigade of Bourbonnais was flying 


•5^ London Gazette, Aug. 4. 8. 11. Mercury will Be found also tBe Prencli 
1692 ; Gazette de Paris, Aug. 9. 16.; official list of Billed and wounded. Of 
Voltaire, Sieele de Louis XIV. ; Burnet, all the accounts of the Battle that which 
ii. 97; M^moires de Berwick ; Bykvelt’s seems to me the best is in the Memoirs 
Letter to the States General, dated of Feuqui^res. It is illustrated By a 
August 4. 1692. See also the very in- map. Feuqui^res divides his praise and 
tercsting debate which took place in the blame very fairly Between the generals. 
House of Commons on Kov. 21. 1692. The traditions of the English mess 
An English translation of Luxemburg’s tables have been preserved by Sterne, 
elaborate and artful despatch will be found who was brought up at the knees of old 
in the Monthly Mercury for SeiDtemher soldiers of William, “ ‘ There was 
1692. The original has recently been Gutts’s,’ continued the Corporal, clap- 
printed in the new edition of Langeau. ping the forefinger of his right hand 
Le^ris pronounced it the Best despatch Upon the thumb of his left, and counting 
that he had ever seen. The editor of roundhis hand; ‘there was Cntts’Sj Mac- 
the Monthly Mercury maintains that it ka/s, Angus’s, Graham’s and Leven’s, 
w'as manufactured at Paris. “To think all cut to pieces ; and so had the Eng- 
otherwise,” he says, “ is mere folly : as if lish Lifeguards too, had it not been for 
Luxemburg could be at so much leisure some regiments on the right, who 
to -write such a long letter, more like a marched up boldly to their relief, and 
' pedant than a general, or rather the received the enem;f S fire in their faces, 
monitor of a school, giving an account to before any one of their own platoons 
his master how the rest of the boys be- discharged a musket. They’ll go to 
haved themselves.” In the Monthly heaven for it,* added Trim.” 


584 


iBmcm m 

CHAP* ‘before tie onset of tie allies, tiere was no time for foppery ; 
and tie finest gentlemen of tie Court came spurring to tie 
front of tie line of battle witi tieir rich cravats in disorder. 
It therefore became a fashion among tie beauties of Paris to 
wear round tieir necks kerchiefs of tie finest lace studiously 
disarranged; and these kerchiefs were called Steinkirks.* 

In tie camp of tie allies aU was disunion and discontent. 
National jealousies and animosities raged without restraint 
or disguise. Tie resentment of tie English was loudly ex- 
pressed. Sohnes, though he was said by those who knew 
him well to have some valuable qualities, was not a man 
likely to conciliate soldiers who were prejudiced against him 
as a foreigner. His demeanour was arrogant, his temper un- 
governable. Even before tie unfortunate day of Steinkirk 
tie English ofScers did not willingly communicate witi him, 
and tie private men murmured at his harshness. But after 
tie battle tie outcry against him became furious. He was 
accused, perhaps unjustly, of having said with unfeeling 
levity, while the English regiments were contending des- 
perately against great odds, that he was curious to see how 
the bulldogs would come off. Would anybody, it was asked, 
now pretend that it was on account of his superior skill and 
experience that he had been put over the heads of so many 
English officers? It was the fashion to say that those officers 
had never seen war on a large scale. But surely tie merest 
novice was competent to do all that Solmes had done, to mis- 
understand orders, to send cavalry on duty which none but 
infantry could perform, and to look on at safe distance while 
brave men were cut to pieces. It was too much to be at 
once insulted and sacrificed, excluded from the honours of 
war, yet pushed on all its extreme dangers, sneered at as 
raw recruits, and then left to cope unsupported witi the 
finest body of veterans in tie world. Such were the com- 
plaints of tie English army; and they were echoed by the 
English nation. 

Fortunately about this time a discovery was made which 
furnished both the camp at Lambeque and tie coffeehouses of 
London witi a subject of conversation much less agreeable to 
tie Jacobites than the disaster of Steinkirk. 

Conspiracy A plot against the life of William had been, during some 

^^Orand- months, maturing in the French War Office. It should seem 
that Louvois had originally sketched tie design, and had be- 
queathed it, still rude, to his son and successor Barbesieux. 


* Voltaire, Si^cle de Louis XIV. 
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By BarTbesieux tlie plan was perfected. The execution was CHAP. 

entrusted to an officer named Grandral. Grandval was un- , 

doubtedly brave, and Ml of zeal for Ms country and Ms 
religion. He was indeed flighty and half witted, but not on 
f that accouat the less dangerous. Indeed a flighty and half 
witted man is the very instrument generally preferred by 
cunning politicians when very hazardous work is to be done. 

No shrewd calculator would, for any bribe, however enor- 
mous, have exposed himself to the fate of Chatel, of EavaxUac, 
or of Gerarts.* 

Grandval secured, as he conceived, the assistance of two ad- 
venturers, Dumont, a Walloon, and Leefdale, a Dutchman. 

In April, soon after William had arrived in the Low Coun- 
tries, the murderers were directed to repair to their posts. 
Dumont was then in Westphalia, Grandval and Leefdale 
were at Paris. IJdeii in North Brabant was fixed as the 
place where the three were to meet, and whence they were 
to proceed together to the headquarters of the allies. Before 
Grandval left Paris he paid a visit to Saint Germains, and 
was presented to James and to Mary of Modena. I have 
been informed,” said James, ^^of the business. If you and 
your companions do me this service, you shall never want.” 

After this audience Grandval set out on his journey. He 
had not the faintest suspicion that he had been betrayed both 
by the accomplice who accompanied him and by the accom^ 
plice whom he was going to meet. Dumont and Leefdale 
were not enthusiasts. They cared nothing for the restoration 
of James, the grandeur of Lewis, or the ascendency of the 
Church of Eome.. It was plain to every man of common 
sense that, whether the design succeeded or failed, the re- 
ward of the assassins would probably be to be disowned, with 
affected abhorrence, by the Courts of Yersailles and Saint 
Germains, and to be torn with redhot pincers, smeared with 
melted lead, and dismembered by horses. To vulgar natures 
the prospect of such a martyrdom was not alluring. Both 
these men, therefore, had, almost at the same time, though, 
as far as appears, without any concert, conveyed to William, 
through different channels, warnings that his life was in 
danger. Dumont had acknowledged every thing to the Duke 
of Zell, one of the Confederate Princes. Leefdale had trans- 
mitted full intelligence through his relations who resided in 
Holland. Meanwhile Morel, a Swiss Protestant of great 

^ Langliorne, tiie cHef lay agent of OTsmed to Tillotson, selected tools on 
the Jesuits in England, always, as lie this principle. Burnet, i 230, 
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learning who was then in f'ranee^ wrote to inform Burnet 
that the weak and hotheaded Grandyal had been heard to f 
talk boastfoUy of the event which wonld soon astonish the I 
world, and had confidently predicted that the Prince of ^ 
Orange wonld not live to the end of the next month. "T 

These cautions were not neglected. Prom the moment at 
which Grandval entered the hTetherlands, his steps were 
among snares. His movements were watched : his words 
were noted : he was arrested, examined, confronted with his 
accomplices, and sent to the camp of the allies. About a week 
after the battle of Steinkirk he was brought before a Court 
Martial. Ginkell, who had been rewarded for his great ser- 
vices in Ireland with the title of Earl of Athlone, presided ; 
and Tahnash was among the judges. Mackay and Lanier 
had been named members of the board : but they were no more ; 
and their places were filled by younger officers. 

The duty of the Court Maitial was very simple : for the 
prisoner attempted no defence. His conscience had, it should 
seem, been suddenly awakened. He admitted, with expres- 
sions of remorse, the truth of all the charges, made a minute, 
and apparently an ingenuous confession, and owned that he 
had deserved death. He was sentenced to be hanged, drawn, 
and quartered, and underwent his punishment with great 
fortitude and with a show of piety. He left behind him ' 
a few lines, in which he declared that he was about to lose 
his life for having too faithfully obeyed the injunctions of 
Barbesieux. 

His confession was immediately published in several lan- 
guages, and was read with very various and very strong emo- 
tions. That it was genuine could not be doubted : for it was 
warranted by the signatures of some of the most distinguished 
military men living. That it was prompted by the hope of ^ 
pardon could hardly be supposed : for William had taken pains 
to discourage that hope. Still less could it be supposed that 
the prisoner had uttered untruths in order to avoid the tor- 
ture. Por, though it was the universal practice in the hTether- 
lands to put convicted assassins to the rack in order to wring 
out from them the names of their employers and associates, 
William had given orders that, on this occasion, the rack 
should not be used or even named. It should be added, that 
the Court did not interrogate the prisoner closely, hut suffered 
him to tell his story in his own way. It is therefore reason- 
able to believe that his narrative is substantially true ; and no 
part of it has a stronger air of truth than his account of the 
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audience Mtli wMcli James Had tononred Mm at Saint Ger- 
mains.' , * ' 

In onr island the sensation produced by tbe news was great. 
The WHigs loudly called botli James and Lewis assassins. 
How, it was asked, was it possible, without outraging com- 
mon sense, to put an innocent meaning on the words which 
Grandval declared that he had heard from the Kps of the 
banished King of England? And who that knew the Court 
of Versailles would belieTe that Barbesieux, a youth, a mere 
noyice in poKtics, and rather a clerk than a minister, would 
have dared to do what he had done without taking his mas- 
ter’s pleasure ? Very charitable and very ignorant persons 
might perhaps indulge a hope that Lewis had not been an 
accessory before the fact. But that he was an accessory after 
the fact no human being could doubt. He must have seen the 
proceedings of the Goint Martial, the evidence, the confession. 
If he really abhorred assassination as honest men abhor it, 
would not Barbesieux have been driven with ignominy from 
the Eoyal presence, and flung into the Bastille ? Yet Barbe- 
sieux was stiU at the War Office; and it was not pretended 
that he had been punished even by a word or a frown. It 
was plain, then, that both kings were partakers in the guilt of 
Grandval. And if it were asked how two princes who made 
a high profession of rehgion could have fallen into such 
wickedness, the answer was that they had learned their reli- 
gion from the Jesuits. In reply to these reproaches the 
English Jacobites said very Kttle : and the French Government 
said nothing at all.* 

The campaign in the Netherlands ended without any other 
event deserving to be recorded. On the eighteenth of October 
Wniiam arrived in England. Late in the evening of the 
twentieth he reached Kensington, having traversed the whole 
length of the capital. His reception was cordial : the crowd 
was great : the acclamations were loud : and all the windows 
along his route, from Aldgate to Piccadilly, were lighted up.f 

But, notwithstanding these favourable symptoms, the nation 

* I have taken the History of Grrandyars xtpou the late horrid Conspiracy con- 
plot chiefly from Grrandvars own eon- trived by some of the French Court to 
fession. I have not mentioned Madame mnrder His Majesty in Flanders, 1692 ; 
de Maintenon, because Grandval, in his Bnrnet, ii. 92,; Vernon’s Letters from 
confession, did not mention her, Theac- the camp to Colt, published by Tindal ; 
cnsation brought against her rests solely the London Grazette, Aiig. 11. The 
on the authority of Dumont, See also Paris Gazette contains not one word on 
a True aceoimt of the horrid Conspiracy the subject,— a most significant silence, 
against the Life of His most Sacred f London Gazette, Oct. 20. 24. 1692. 
Majesty William III. 1692 ; Eefiections 
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was disappoiated and discontented. TKe war liad "been xm- 
sncceisful Iby land. By sea a great advantage liad been 1 
gained, but bad not been improyed. Tbe general expecta- 
tion bad been that tbe victory of May would be followed by a 
descent on tbe coast of France, that Saint Maloes would be ’ 
bombarded, that tbe last remains of Tonrville’s squadron 
would be destroyed, and tliat tbe arsenals of Brest and Eocbe- 
fort would be laid in ruins. Tbis expectation was, no doubt, 
unreasonable. It did not follow, because Eoote and bis sea- 
men bad silenced tbe batteries hastily thrown up by Bellefonds, 
that it would be safe to expose sHps to tbe fire of regular 
fortresses. Tbe government, however, was not less sanguine 
than the nation. Great preparations were made. Tbe allied 
fleet, having been speedily refitted at Portsmouth, stood out . 
again to sea. Rooke was sent to examine the soundings and 
the currents along tbe shore of Britanny.'^ Transports were 
collected at Saint Helen’s. Fourteen thousand troops were 
assembled at Portsdown under the command of Meinbart 
Scbomberg, who bad been rewarded for bis father’s services 
and bis own with the highest rank in the Irish peerage, and 
was now Duke of Leinster. IFnder him were Ruvigny, who, 
for bis good service at Agbrim, bad been created Earl of Gal- 
way, La Melloniere and Gambon with their gallant bands of 
refugees, and Argyle with tbe regiment which bore bis name, ' 
and which, as it began to be faintly rumoured, bad last win- 
ter done something strange and horrible in a wild country of 
rocks and snow, never yet explored by any Englishman. 

On tbe twenty-sixth of July tbe troops were all on board. 

Tbe transports sailed and in a few hours joined tbe naval 
armament in the neighbourhood of Portland. On tbe twenty- 
eighth a general counciL of war was held. All tbe naval com- 
manders, with Russell at their head, declared that it would be 
madness to carry their ships within the range of the guns of 
Saint Maloes, and that the town must be reduced to straits by 
land before the men of war in the harbour could, with any 
chance of success, be attacked from the sea. The military men 
declared with equal unanimity that the land forces could effect 
nothing against the town without the cooperation of the fleet. 

It was then considered whether it would be advisable to make 
an attempt on Brest or Rochefort. Russell and the other flag 
officers, among whom were Rooke, Shovel, Van Ahnonde, and ^ 
Evertsen, pronounced that the summer was too far spent for 

^ See liis report in Burchett. 


CHAP. 

XIX. 

Xaval 

maladmi- 

nistration. 




WILLIAM AND MAEY. 


589 


eitlier enterprise.* W mnst suppose ttat an opinion in 
wHcK so many distinguish^ admirals, both. English and 
Dutch, concurred, however strange it may seem to us, was in 
conformity with what were then the established principles of 
f" the art of maritime war. But why all these questions could 
not have been fully discussed a week earlier, why fourteen 
thousand troops should have been shipped and sent to sea, 
before it had been considered what they were to do, or whether 
it would be possible for them to do anything, we may reason- 
ably wonder. The armament returned to Saint Helen’s, to the 
astonishment and disgust of the whole nation.f The minis- 
ters blamed the commanders: the commanders blamed the 
ministers. The reproaches exchanged between Nottingham 
. and EusseU were loud and angry. Nottingham, upright, in- 
dustrious, versed in civilbusiness, and eloquent in parliament- 
ary debate, was deficient in the qualities of a war minister, 
and was not at all aware of his deficiencies. Between him 
and the whole body of professional sailors there was a feud of 
long standing. He had, some time before the Eevolution, 
been a Lord of the Admiralty; and his own opinion was that 
he had then acquired a profound knowledge of maritime 
affairs. This opinion however he had very much to himself. 
Men who had passed half their lives on the waves, and who 
had been in battles, storms, and shipwrecks, were impatient of 
his somewhat pompous lectures and reprimands, and pro- 
nounced him a mere pedant, who, with aU Ms book learning, 
was ignorant of what every cabin boy knew. Eussell had 
always beenfroward, arrogant, and mutinous ; and now pros- 
perity and glory brought out his vices in full strength. With 
the government which he had saved he took all the liberties 
of an insolent servant who believes himself to he necessary, 
treated the orders of his superiors with contemptuous levity, 
resented reproof, however gentle, as an outrage, furnished no 
plan of his Own, and showed a sullen determination to execute 
no plan furnished by anybody else. To Nottingham he had 
a strong and very natural antipathy. They were indeed an 
ill matched pair. Nottingham was a Tory: Eussell was a 
Whig. Nottingham was a speculative seaman, confident in 
his theories : Eussell was a practical seaman, proud of his 
achievements. The strength of Nottingham lay in speech: 

-^"London Gazette, July 28. 1692. call summer,’^ Lords’ Journals, Dec. 19. 
See tlie resolutions of the Council of 1692. , 

Wai* in Bnrehott. In a letter to Not- f Monthly Mercury, Aug. and Sept, 
tingliani, dated July 10., Russell says, 1692. 

“ Six weeks will near conclude what we 


CHAP. 

XIX. 


590 


HISTOBY OF EFGLAHB. 


CHAP. 

XIX. 


the streBgtlL of Bussell lay in action. ITottingliam’s de- 
meanour was decorous even to formality : Bussell was pas- 
sionate and rude. Lastly^ Ifottingham was an honest man ; 
and Bussell was a villain. They now became mortal enemies. 
The Admiral sneered at the Secretary’s ignorance of naval 
affairs: the Secretary accused the Admiral of sacrificing the 
public interests to mere wayward humour ; and both were in 
the right.* 

While they were wrangling^ the merchants of all the ports 
in the kingdom were clamouring against the naval adminis- 
tration. The victory of which the nation was so proud was, in 
the City, pronounced to have been a positive disaster. During 
some months before the battle all the maritime strength of 
the enemy had been collected in two great masses, one in the 
Mediterranean and one in the Atlantic. There had con- 
sequently been little privateering s and the voyage to New 
England or Jamaica had been almost as safe as in time of 
peace. Since the battle, the remains of the force which had 
lately been collected under Tourville were dispersed over the 
ocean. Even the passage from England to Ireland was in- 
secure. Every week it was announced that twenty, thirty, 
fifty vessels belonging to London or Bristol had been taken 
by the French. More than a hundred prizes were carried 
during that autumn into Saint Maloes alone. It would have 
been far better, in the opinion of the shipowners and of the 
underwriters, that the Eoyal Sun had still been afloat with 
her thousand fighting men on board than that she shouldr be 
lying a heap of ashes on the beach at Cherburg, while her 
crew, distributed among twenty brigantines, prowled for 
booty over the sea between Cape Einisterre and Cape Clear.* 

The privateers of Dunkirk had long been celebrated ; and 
among them, John Bart, humbly bom, and scarcely able to 
sign Ms name, but eminently brave and active, had attained 
an undisputed preeminence. In the country of Anson and 
Hawke, of Howe and Bodney, of Duncan, Saint Vincent, and 
Nelson, the name of the most daring and skilful corsair 
would have little chance of being remembered. But France, 
among whose many unquestioned titles to glory very few are 
derived from naval war, still ranks Bart among her great 

^ Diary, July 25. 1692; Session of 169 1. 

Burnet, ii. 94, 95., and Lord Bart- f Commons’ Jonrnals, Xoy. 19. 1692; 
moutli’s Note. The history of the Burnet, ii. 95. ; Grey’s Behates, Nov. 21, 
quarrel between Bussell and Netting- 1692; Paris Gazettes of August and 
ham win be best learned from the Par- September ; Narcissus Luttrell’s Biary 
liamentary Journals and Debates of the 
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men. In tlie antumii of 1692 this enterprising freebooter was 
the terror of all the English and Dutch merchants who traded 
with the Baltic. He took and destroyed vessels close to the 
eastern coast of our island. He even ventured to land in Nor- 
thuniberlandj and burned many houses before the trainbands 
could be colleeted to oppose him. The prizes which he 
carried back into his native port were estimated at about a 
hundred thousand pounds sterling.* About the same time a 
younger adventurer, destined to equal or surpass Bart, Du 
Guay Trouin, was entrusted with the command of a small 
armed vessel. The intrepid boy,— for he was not yet twenty 
years old, — entered the estuary of the Shannon, sacked 
a mansion in the county of Glare, and did not reimbark 
till a detachment from the garrison of Limerick marched 
against him.t 

While our trade was interrupted and our shores menaced 
by these rovers, some calamities which no human prudence 
could have averted increased the public ill humour. An 
earthquake of terrible violence laid waste in less than three 
minutes the flourishing colony of Jamaica. Whole planta- 
tions changed their place. Whole villages were swallowed 
up. Port Royal, the fairest and wealthiest city which the 
English had yet built in the New World, renowned for its 
quays, for its warehouses, and for its stately streets, which 
were said to rival Cheapside, was turned into a mass of ruins. 
Fifteen hundred of the inhabitants were buried under their 
own dwellings. The effect of this disaster was severely felt 
by many of the great mercantile houses of London and 
Bristol, t 

A still heavier calamity was the failure of the harvest. The 
summer had been wet all over Western Europe. Those 
heavy rains which had impeded the exertions of the French 
pioneers in the trenches of Namur had been fatal to the 
crops. Old men remembered no such year since 1648. No fruit 
ripened. The price of the quarter of wheat doubled. The 
evil was aggravated by the state of our silver coin, which had 
been clipped to such an extent that the words pound and 
shilling had ceased to have a fixed meaning. Compared with 
France indeed England might well be esteemed prosperous. 
Here the public burdens were heavy : there they were crush- 

^ See Bart’s Letters of Nobility, and Etelyn’s Diary, Aug. 10. ; Monthly 
the Paris G-azettes of the autumn of Mercxiry for September; A Full Ac- 
1692. count of the late dreadful Earthquake 

t Memoires de Du Gxiay Trouin. at Port Royal in Jamaica, licensed Sept, 

London G-azette, Aug. 11. 1692; 9, 16‘92. 
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CHAP* ing. Here tlie labouring man was forced to biisband bis 
. . coarse barley loaf : bnt there it not seldom bappened that 

tbe wretcted peasant was found dead on tbe eartb witb balf- 
cbewed grass in Ms month. Our ancestors found some conso- 
lation in thinking that they were graduaUy wearing out the 
strength of their formidable enemy, and that his resources 
were likely to be drained sooner than theirs. Still there was 
much suffering and much repining. In some counties mobs 
attacked the granaries. The necessity of retrenchment was 
felt by families of every rank. An idle man of wit and plea- 
sure, who little thought that his buffoonery would ever be 
cited to illustrate the history of his times, complained that, 
in this year, wine ceased to be put on many hospitable tables 
where he had been accustomed to see it, and that its place 
was supplied by punch."^ 

Increase of A Symptom of public distress much more alarming than 
crime. substitution of brandy and lemons for claret was the 

increase of crime. During the autumn of 1692 and the fol- 
lowing winter, the capital was kept in constant terror by 
housebreakers. One gang, thirteen strong, entered the 
mansion of the Duke of Ormond in Saint James’s Square, 
and all but succeeded in carrying off his magnificent plate 
and jewels. Another gang made an attempt on Lambeth 
Palace, t When stately abodes, guarded by numerous ser- 
vants, were in such danger, it may easily be believed that no 
shopkeeper’s till or stock could be safe. Prom Bow to Hyde 
Park, from Thames Street to Bloomsbury, there was no 
parish in which some quiet dwelling had not been sacked 
by burglars, t Meanwhile the great roads were made almost 
impassable by freebooters who formed themselves into troops 
larger than had before been known. There was a sworn fra- 
ternity of twenty footpads which met at an alehouse in South- 
wark. § But the most formidable band of plunderers consisted 
of two and twenty horsemen. H It should seem that, at this 
time, a journey of fifty miles through the wealthiest and 
most populous shires of England was as dangerous as a pil- 
grimage across the deserts of Arabia, The Oxford stage coach 
was pillaged in broad day after a bloody fight.1f A waggon 

* Evelyn’s Diary, June 25., Oct. 1. 1692. 

1690; Narcissus Luttrell’s Diary, June | See, for example, tlie London Oa- 
1692, May 1693 ; Monthly Mercury, zette of Jan. 12. 169|, 

April, May, and June, 1693; Tom § Narcissus Luttrell’s Diary, Dee, 
Brown’s Description of a Countiy Life, 1692. 

1692. II Ibid. Jan. 1693. 

t Narcissus Luttreli’s Diaiy, Nov. % Ibid. July 1692. 
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laden witk fifteen thonsand pounds of public money was 
stopped and ransacked. As tkis operation took some time, 
all tbe travellers wlio came to the spot wliile tke tbieves were 
busy were seized and guarded. When the booty had been 
seenred, the prisoners were suffered to depart on foot, but 
' their horses, sixteen or eighteen in nnmber, were shot or 
. hamstringed, to prevent pursuit.* The Portsmouth mail 
was robbed twice in one week by men well armed and 
mounted. t Some jovial Essex squires, while riding after a 
hare, were themselves chased and run down by nine hunters 
of a different sort, and were heartily glad to fed themselves 

at home again, though with empty pockets.f 

The friends of the government asserted that the marauders 
i_ were all Jacobites; and indeed there were some appearances 
which gave colour to the assertion. For example, fifteen 
butchers, going on a market day to buy beasts at Thame, 
were stopped by a large gang, and compelled fi^rst to deliver 
their moneybags, and then to drink King James’s health in 
brandy. § The thieves, however, to do them justice, showed, 
in the exercise of their calling, no decided preference for any 
political party. Some of them fell in with Marlborough near 
Saint Albans, and, notwithstanding his known hostility to 
the Court and his recent imprisonment, compelled him to 
deliver up five hundred guineas, which he doubtless never 
ceased to regret to the last moment of his long career of 
prosperity and glory. || 

When William, on his return from the Continent, learned 
to what an extent these outrages had been carried, he ex- 
pressed great indignation, and announced his resolution to put 
■ down the malefactors with a strong hand. A veteran robber 
^ was induced to turn informer, and to lay before the King a 
; ^ list of the chief highwaymen, and a full account of their 

habits and of their favourite haunts. It was said that this 
j list contained not less than eighty names.lf Strong parties 
of cavalry were sent out to protect the roads ; and this pre- 
caution, which would, in ordinary circumstances, have caused 
much murmuring, seems to have been generally approved. 
A fine regiment, now called the Second Dragoon Guards, 

|i ^ Evelyn’s Diary, Nov. 20. 1692; § Ibid* Nov. 1692. 

Narcissus Luttrell’s Diary ; London Ga- j} Ibid. August, 1692. 

^ zette, Nov. 24.; Hop to the Grefder of IT to the Greffier of tbe States 
the States General, Nov. |f. General, 169|. The Dutch des- 

t London Gazette, Dec. W. 1692.^ patches of this year are filled with sto- 
t Narcissus LuttrelL’s Diary, Dec. of robberies. 
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■which, had distinguislied itself by activity aad success in the 
irregular war against, the , Irish RappareeSj was' selected to ■ 
guard several of the great avenues of the capital. Black- 
heathy Barnety HounsioWy became places of arins.*^ In a ^ 
few weeks the roads were as safe as usual. The executions 
were numerous: for, till the evil had been suppressed, the 
King resolutely refused to listen to any solicitations for 
mercy. t Among those who suffered was James Whitnej^, 
the most celebrated captain of banditti in the kingdom. He 
had been, during some months, the terror of aU who travelled 
from London either northward or westward, and was at 
length with difficulty secured after a desperate conflict' in 
which one soldier was killed and several wounded.J The 
London Gazette announced that the famous highwayman had 
been taken, and invited aU persons who had been robbed by 
ItiTn to repair to Newgate and to see whether they could 
identify him. To identify him should have been easy ; for 
he had a wound in the face, and had lost a thumb. § He, 
however, in the hope of perplexing the witnesses for the 
Crown, expended a hundred pounds in procuring a sumptu- 
ous embroidered suit against the day of trial. This ingenious 
device was frustrated by Ms hardhearted keepers. He was 
put to the bar in his ordinary clothes, comucted, and sen- 
tenoed to death. || He had previously tried to ransom 
himself by offering to raise a fine troop of cavalry, all high- 
waymen, for service in Manders : but his offer had been 
rejected.lT He had one resource still left. He declared that 
he was privy to a treasonable plot. Some Jacobite lords had 
promised him immense rewards if he would, at the head of 
his gang, fall upon the King at a stag hunt in Windsor 
Forest. There was nothing intrinsically improbable in Whit- 
ney’s story. Indeed a design very similar to that which he^ 
imputed to the malecontents was, only three years later, 
actually formed hy- some'- of them, and was al but carried 
into execution. But it was far better that a few bad ' men' 
should go unpunished than that all honest men should live 
in fear of being falsely accused by felons sentenced to the 
gallows. Chief Justice Holt advised the King to let the law 
take its course. William, never much inclined to give credit 


* Hop, 169| ; Historical Ee- 

cords of tlie Queen’s Bays, published by 
authority; Xarcissua LuttreU’s Diary, 
Ko?. 1^. 

t Narcissus Duttrell’s Diary, Dee. 22. 
X Ibid. Dec. 1692 ; Hop. Jan. 


Hop ciills Whitney, ‘‘den befaamsten 
roover in Engelandt,” 

§ London G-azette, January 2. 109|. 
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169|. 
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to stories about conspiracies, assented, ^ The Captain, as He 
was caEed, was banged in Sniitbfield, and made a most 
penitent end.*^” .. 

Meanwhile, in the midst of discontent, distress, and dis- 
order, had begim a session of Parliament singnlarlj event- 
ful, a session from which dates a new era in the history of 
English finance, a session in which some grave constitutional 
qnestions, not yet entirely set at rest, were for the first time 
debated. 

It is much to be lamented that any account of this session 
which can be framed out of the scanty and dispersed mate- 
rials now accessible must leave many things obscure. The 
relations of the parliamentary factions were, during this 
year, in a singularly complicated state. Each of the two 
Houses was divided and subdivided by several lines. To 
omit minor distinctions, there was the great line which sepa- 
rated the Wliig party from the Tory party ; and there was 
the great line which separated the official men and their 
friends and dependents, who were sometimes called the 
Court party, from those who were sometimes nicknamed the 
Grumbletonians and sometimes honoured with the appellation 
of the Country party. And these two great lines were inter- 
secting lines. Por of the servants of the Crown and of their 
adherents about one half were Whigs and one half Tories. It 
is also to be remembered that there was, quite distinct from 
the feud between Whigs and Tories, quite distinct also from 
the feud between those who were in and those who were out, 
a feud between the Lords as Lords and the Commons as 
Commons. The spirit both of the hereditary and of the 
elective chamber bad been thoroughly roused in the preced- 
ing session by the dispute about the Court of the Lord 
-High Steward; and they met in a pugnacious mood. 

The speech which the King made at the opening of the 
session was skilfully framed for the purpose of conciliating 
the Houses. He came, he told them, to ask for their advice 
and assistance. He congratulated them on the victory of 
La Hogue. He acknowledged ^vith much concern that the 
operations of the allies had been less successful by land than 
by sea ; ■ but he warmly declared that^ both, by. land and by 
sea, the valour of his English subjects had been preeminently 
conspicuous. The distress of his people, he said, was his 

^ Narcissus LiittreH’s Diaiy, January 1694 ; New Court Contrivances, or Mor© 
and February ; Hop, and Fet. fV Sbam Hots still, 1693. 

1693; Letter to Secretary Trendiard, 
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own s Ms interest was inseparaWe from tlieirs : it was paiofol 
to Mm to call on tliem to make sacrifices : fint from sacrifices 
wMcli were necessary to tlie safety of tlie Englisi. nation and 
of tke Protestant religion no good Engliskman and no good 
Protestant wonld sfirink,* 

The Commons tlianked tlie King in cordial terms for Ms 
gracious speecMt But tlie Lords were in a bad Humour. 
Two of tHeir bodj^ MarlborougH and Huntingdon^ Hadj 
during tHe recess, wHen an inYasion and an insurrection 
were Hourly expected, been sent to tHe Tower, and were 
stm under recognisances. Had a country gentleman or a 
mercHant been taken up and Held to bail on even sligHter 
grounds at so alarming a crisis, tHe Lords would assuredly 
not Have interfered. But they were easily moved to anger 
by anytHing tHat looked Hke an indignity offered to tHeir 
own order. THey not only crossexamined witH great severity 
Aaron SmitH, the SoHcitor of tHe Treasury, wHose cHaracter, 
to say tHe trutH, entitled Mm to little indulgence. Hut passed, 
by tHirty-five votes to twenty-eight, a resolution implying a 
censure on the Judges of the King’s Bench, men certainly 
not inferior in probity, and very far superior in legal learn- 
ing, to any peer of the realm. The King thought it prudent 
to soothe the wounded pride of the nobility by ordering the 
recognisances to be cancelled ; and with this concession the 
House was satisfied, to the great vexation of the Jacobites, 
who Had Hoped that the quarrel would be prosecuted to some 
fatal issue, and who, finding themselves disappointed, vented 
their spleen by railing at the tameness of the degenerate 
barons of England, f 

Both Houses Held long and earnest deliberations on the 
state of the nation. The King, when He requested their 
advice, Had, perhaps, not foreseen that Ms words would b% 
construed mto an invitation to scrutinise every part of the 
administration, and to offer suggestions touching matters 
wMcH parliaments Have generally tHougHt it expedient tc 
leave entirely to tHe Crown. Some of tHe discontented peers 
proposed tHat a Committee, cHosen partly by tHe Lords and 
partly by tHe Commons, sHould be autHorised to enquire into 
the wHole management of public affairs. But it was generally 
apprehended tHat sucH a Committee would become a second 


« I 


* Lords’ and Commons’ Journals, 
Xov. 4., Jan. 1692, 

t Commons’ Journals, Xov, 10. 1692, 
j See the Lords’ Journals from Kov. 
7. to XoT. 18, 1692 j Burnet, ii. 102. 


Tindal’s account of these proceedings^ 
was taken from letters addressed by 
Warre, Under Secretary of State, to Colt, 
Envoy at Hanover. Letter to Mr. Sec- 
retary Trencbard, 1694. 
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and more powerful Privy Conncil, independent of tlie Crown, 
and nnkaown to tlie constitution. The motion was therefore 
rejected by forty-eight votes to thirty-six. On this occasion 
the ministers, with scarcely an exception, voted in the ma- 
jority. A protest was signed by eighteen of the minority, 
among whom were the bitterest Whigs and the bitterest 
Tories in the whole peerage.* 

The Houses enquired, each for itself, into the causes of 
the public calamities. The Commons resolved themselves 
into a Grand Committee to consider of the advice to be given 
to the King. Prom the concise abstracts and fragments 
which have come down to us it seems that, in this Committee, 
which continued to sit many days, the debates wandered over 
a vast space. One member spoke of the prevalence of high- 
way robbery: another deplored the quarrel between the 
Queen and the Princess, and proposed that two or three 
gentlemen should be deputed to wait on Her Majesty and 
try to make matters up. A third described the machinations 
of the Jacobites in the preceding spring. It was notorious, 
he said, that preparations had been made for a rising, and 
that arms and horses had been collected; yet not a single 
traitor had been brought to justice, t 

The events of the war by land and sea furnished matter for 
several earnest debates. Many members complained of the 
preference given to aliens over Englishmen. The whole battle 
of Steinldrk was fought over again; and severe reflections 
were thrown on Solmes. “ Let English soldiers be com- 
manded by none but English generals,” was the almost 
miiversal cry. Seymour, who had once been distinguished 
by his hatred of foreigners, but who, since he had been at 
the Board of Treasury, had reconsidered his opinions, asked 
where English generals were to be found. have no love 
for foreigners as foreigners : but we have no choice. Men are 
not bom generals: nay, a man may be a very valuable captain 
or major, and not be equal to the conduct of an army. No- 
thing but experience will form great commanders ; very few 
of our countrymen have that experience ; and therefore we 
must for the present employ strangers.” Lowther followed 
on the same side. /‘^We have had a long peace; and the 
consequence is that we have not a sufficient supply of officers 
lit for high commands. The parks and the camp at Houn- 
slow were very poor military schools, when compared with 

* Lords’ Journals, Dec. 7.r Tiiidal, f Grey’s Debates, No?. 21, and 23. 
from the Colt Papers ; Burnet, ii, 105. 1692. 
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CHAP. . tlie fields of battle and tbe lines of contravallatioii in -wHcli 
. tbe great commanders of the continental nations have learned 

" , tbeir, art.” In replj' to these arguments an orator on the otlier ' 

side was so absurd as to declare that he could point out ten • 
Englishmen whoy if they, were in the French' serTice^ would h 
be made Marshals. Four or fire colonels who had been at | 
Steinkirk took part in the debate. It was said of them that 
they showed as much modesty in speech as they had shown 
courage in action 5 and^ from the very imperfect report which 
has come down to ns, the compliment seems to have been not 
undeserved. They did not join in the vulgar cry against the 
Dutch. They spoke well of the foreign officers generally, 
and did full justice to the valour and conduct with which 
Auverquerque had rescued the shattered remains of Mackay’s ^ 
division from what seemed certain destruction. But in de- ^ 
fence of Solmes not a word was said. His severity, his 
haughty manners, and, above all, the indifference with which 
he had looked on while the English, borne down by over- 
whelming numbers, were fighting hand to hand With the 
French household troops, had made him so odious that many 
members were prepared to vote for an address requesting 
that he might be removed, and that his place might be filled 
by Tahnash, who, since the disgrace of Marlborough, was^ . 
universally allowed to be the best officer in the army. But 
Talmash’s friends judiciously interfered. I have,” said one 
of them, a true regard for that gentleman 5 and I implore 
you not to do him an injury under the notion of doing him 
a kindness. Consider that yon are usurping what is pecu- 
liarly the King’s prerogative. You are turning officers out 
and putting officers in.” The debate ended without any vote 
of censure on Solmes. But a hope was expressed, in lan- 
guage not very parliamentry, that what had been said in the^^* 
Committee would be reported to the King, and that His 
Majesty would not disregard the general wish of the repre- 
sentatives of his people.* ^ ^ ^ ^ 

The Commons next proceeded to enquire into the naval 
administration, and very soon came to a quarrel with the 
Lords on that subject. That there had been mismanagement 
somewhere was but too evident. It was hardly possible to 
• acquit both EnsseU and Nottingham ; and each House stood 
by its own member. The Commons had, at the opening of 
the session, xmanimonsly passed a vote of thanks to Eussell 
for his conduct at La Hogue. They now, in the Grand Com- 

^ Ore/s Beljates, Koy. 21. 16-92; Colt Papers in Tindal. 
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mittee of Advice^ took into consideration tlie miscarriages 
wMck kad followed tke battle. A motion was made so 
vaguely worded that it could hardly be said to mean any 
thing. It was understood however to imply a censure on 
Nottingham^ and was therefore strongly opposed by his 
friends. On the division the Ayes were a hundred and sixty- 
five/ the Noes a hundred and sixty-fonr.* 

On the very next day Nottingham appealed to the Lords. 
He told his story with all the skill of a practised orator, and 
with all the authority which belongs to xmblemished in- 
tegrity, He then laid on the table a great mass of papers, 
which he requested the House to read and consider. The 
Peers ; seem, to have examined the papers seriously and 
diligently. The result of the examination was by no means 
favourable to Russell. Tet it was thought unjust to condemn 
him nnheard 5 and it was difficult to devise any way in which 
their Lordships could hear him. At last it was resolved to 
send the papers down to the Commons with a messag'e which 
imported that, in the opinion of the Upper House, there was a 
case against the Admiral which he ought to be called upon to 
answer. With the papers was sent an abstract of the contents, t 

The message was not very respectfully received.. Eussell 
had, at that moment, a popularity which he little deserved, 
but which will not seem strange to ns when we remember 
that the public knew nothing of his treasons, and knew that 
he was the only living Englishman who had won a great battle. 
The abstract of the papers was read by the clerk. Russell 
then spoke with great applause ; and his friends pressed for 
an immediate decision. Sir Christopher Mnsgrave very justly 
observed that it was impossible to pronounce judgment on 
such a pile of despatches without perusing them : but this 
objection was overruled. The Whigs regarded the accused 
member as one of themselves: many of the Tories were 
da^zzled by the splendour of his recent victory ; and neither 
Whigs nor Tories were disposed to show any deference for 
the authority of the Peers. The House, without reading the 
papers, passed an imanimous resolution expressing warm 
approbation of Eussell’s whole condnct. The temper of the 
assembly was such that some ardent Whigs thought that 
they might now venture to propose a vote of censure on Not- 
tingham by name. But the attempt- failed. : I am ready, 

* Tindal, Colt Papers; Commons’ Journals from Dec. 6. to Dec, 19. 1692, 
Journals, Jan. 11. 1G9|. ^ inclusive. 
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said Lowtherj, — and he doubtless expressed wliat many felt^ 
— I am ready to support any motion that may do honour 
to the Admiral : but I cannot join in an attack on the Sec*- 
retary of State. For, to my knowledge, their Majesties have 
no more zealous, laborious, or faithful servant than my Lord 
Nottingham/’ Finch exerted all his mellifluous eloquence in 
defence of his brother, and contrived, without directly op- 
posing himself to the prevailing sentiment, to insinuate that 
EusselFs conduct had not been faultless. The vote of cen- 
sure on IsTottingham was not pressed. But the vote which 
pronounced Bussell’s conduct to have been deserving of all 
praise was communicated to the Lords ; and the papers which 
they sent down were very unceremoniously returned.'^ The 
Lords, much offended, demanded a free conference. It was 
granted ; and the managers of the two Houses met in the 
Painted Chamber. Eochester, in the name of his brethren, 
expressed a wish to be informed of the grounds on which the 
Admiral had been declared faultless. To this appeal the 
gentlemen who stood on the other side of the table answered 
only that they had not been authorised to give any explana- 
tion, but that they would report to those who had sent them 
what had been said.f 

By this time the Commons were thoroughly tired of the 
enquiry into the conduct of the war. The members had got 
rid of much of the ill humour which they had brought up 
with them from their country seats by the simple process of 
talking it away. Burnet hints that those arts of which 
Caermarthen and Trevor were the great masters were em- 
ployed for the purpose of averting votes which would have 
seriously embarrassed the government. But, though it is not 
improbable that a few noisy pretenders to patriotism may 
have been quieted with bags of guineas, it would be absurd, 
to suppose that the House generally was influenced in this 
manner. Whoever has seen anything of such assemblies 
knows that the spirit with which they enter on long enquiries 
very soon flags, and that their resentment, if not kept ahve 
by injudicious opposition, cools fast. In a short time every 
body was sick of the Grand Committee of Advice. The de- 
bates had been tedious and desultory. The resolutions which 
had been carried were for the most part merely childish. 
The King was to be humbly advised to employ men of ability 

* As to the proceedings of this day Wilmot, M.P. for Derby, to his colleagu© 
in the House of Commons, see the Jour- Anchitel Grey, in Grey’s Debates, 
nals, Dec- 20., and the lettei* of Bobert f Commons’ Journals, Jan. 4. 169|. 
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and integrity. He was to be humbly advised to employ men 
who would stand by him against James. The patience of 
the House was wearied ont by long discussions ending in the 
pompous promulgation of truisms Kke these. At last the 
explosion came. One of the grumblers called the attention 
of the Grand Committee to the alarming fact that two 
Dutchmen were employed in the Ordnance department^ and 
moved that the King should be requested to dismiss them. 
The motion was received with disdainful mockery. It was 
remarked that the military men especially were loud in the 
expression of contempt. “ Do we seriously think of going to 
the King and telling him that, as he has condescended to ask 
our advice at this momentous crisis, we humbly advise him 
to turn a Dutch storekeeper out of the Tower? Eeally, if 
we have no more important suggestion to carry up to the 
throne, we may as well go to our dinners.’^ The members 
generally were of the same mind. The chairman was voted 
out of the chair, and was not directed to ask leave to sit 
again. The Grand Committee ceased to exist. The resolu- 
tions which it had passed were formally reported to the 
House. One of them was rejected : the others were suffered 
to drop ; and the Commons, after considering during several 
weeks what advice they should give to the King, ended by 
giving him no advice at all.* 

The temper of the Lords was different. Drom many cir- 
enmstances it appears that there was no place where the 
Dutch were, at this time, so much hated as in the Tipper 
House. The dislike with which an Englishman of the middle 
class regarded the King’s foreign friends was merely national. 
The preferment which they had obtained was preferment 
which he would have had no chance of obtaining if they had 
never existed. But to an English peer they were objects of 
personal jealousy. They stood between him and Majesty. 
They intercepted from him the rays of royal favour. The 
preference given to them wounded him both in his interests 
and in his pride. His chance of a Garter or of a troop of 
Life Guards was much smaller since they had become his 
competitors. He might have been Master of the Horse bnt 
for Auverquerque, Master of the Eobes but for Zulestein, 
Groom of the Stole but for Bentinck.t The ill humour of the 

iW ’ ^ Colt Papers in Tindal; Commons* mentioned in a MgHy interesting note 

Journals, Dec. 16. 1692, Jan. 11. 169|; -written Ly Benandot in 1698, and pre- 
Burnet, ii. 104. . served among tlie archiyes of tlie Prencli 

t The peculiar antipathy of tlie Eng^ Foreign Office, 
lish nobles to the Dutch fayourites is 
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CHAR aristocracy was inflamed by Marlborongb^ wlio, at tliis time, 
affected the character of a patriot persecuted for standing 
np against the Dutch in defence of the interests of his native 
land, and who did not foresee that a day would come when he 
would be accused of sacrificing the interests of his native land 
to gratify the Dutch. The Peers determined to present an 
address requesting William not to place his English troops 
under the command of a foreign general. They took up very 
seriously that question which had moved the House of Com- 
mons to laughter, and solemnly counselled their Sovereign 
not to employ foreigners in Ms magazines. At MarlborougMs 
suggestion they urged the King to insist that the youngest 
English general should take precedence of the oldest general 
in the service of the States General. It was, they said, de- 
rogatory to the dignity of the Crown, that an officer who held 
a commission from His Majesty should ever be commanded 
by an officer who held a similar commission from a republic. 
To this advice, evidently dictated by an ignoble malevolence 
to Holland, William, who troubled himself little about votes 
of the Upper House which were not backed by the Lower, 
returned, as might have been expected, a very short and dry 
answer."^ 

Bill for tlie While the enquiry into the conduct of the war was |;)ending, 
the Commons resumed the consideration of an important 

in cases of subject wMch had occupied much of their attention in the 

Treason. year. The Bill for the Eegulation of Trials in 

cases of High Treason was again brought in, but was 
strongly opposed by the official men, both Whigs and Tories. 
Somers, now Attorney General, strongly recommended delay. 
That the law, as it stood, was open to grave objections, was 
not denied : but it was contended that the proposed reform 
would, at that moment, produce more harm than good. Ho- . 
body would assert that, under the existing government, the 
lives of innocent subjects were in any danger. Hobody would 
deny that the government itself was in great danger. Was 
it the part of wise men to increase the perils of that which 
was already in serious peril, for the purpose of giving new 
security to that wHch was aheady perfectly secure '? Those 
who held this language were twitted with their inconsistency, 
and asked why they had not ventured to oppose the bill in 
the preceding session. They answered very plausibly that 
the events which had taken place during the recess had 

^ Colt Papers in Tindal ; Lords' Journals, Nov. 28. and 29, 1692, Feb, 18. 
and 24. 169|. 
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tauglit ail: important lesson to all wlio were capable of 
learning. The country had been threatened at once with 
invasion , and insurrection. hTo rational man doubted that 
many traitors had made preparations, for ' joining the French, 
and had collected arms, ammunition, and horses, for that 
purpose. Yet, though there was abundant morah evidence 
against these enemies of their country, it had not been 
possible to find legal evidence against a single one of them. 
The law of treason might, in theory, be harsh, and had un- 
doubtedly, in times past, been grossly abused. But a states- 
man, who troubled himself less about theory than about prac- 
tice, and less about times past than about the time present, 
would pronounce that law not too stringent but too lax, 
and would, while the commonwealth remained in extreme 
jeopardy, refuse to c&nsent to any further relaxation. In 
spite of all opposition, however, the principle of the bill was 
approved by one hundred and seventy-one votes to one hun- 
dred and fifty-two. But in the committee it was moved and 
carried that the new rules of procedure should not come into 
operation till after the end of the war with France. "When 
the report was brought up the House divided on this amend- 
ment, and ratified it by a hundred and forty-five votes to a 
hundred and twenty-five. The bill was consequently suffered 
to drop.* Had it gone up to the Peers it would in all prob- 
ability have been lost after causing another quarrel between 
the Houses. For the Peers were fully determined that no 
such bill should pass, unless it contained a clause altering 
the constitution of the Lord High Steward’s Couit ; and a 
clause altering the constitution of the Lord High Steward’s 
Court would have been less likely than ever to find favour 
with the Commons. For in the course of this session an 
event took place which proved that the great were only too 
well protected by the law as it stood, and which well deserves 
to be recorded as a striking illustration of the state of man- 
ners and morals in that age. ' 

Of all the actors who were then on the English stage 
the most graceful was William Mountford. He had every 
physical qualification for his calling, a noble figure, a hand- 
some face, a melodious voice. It was not easy to say whether 
he succeeded better in heroic or in ludicrous parts. He was 
allowed to be both the best Alexander and the best Sir 
Courtly Mce that ever trod the boards. , Queen Mary, whose 

* G-rey’s Debates, Nov. 18. 1692 ; CommonsV Journals, Nov. 18., Dee. I. 1692. 
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kno'wledge was very superficial, but wbo bad naturally a 
quick perception of wbat was excellent in art, admired bim 
greatly. He was a dramatist as well as a player, and bas 
left us one comedy wbicb is not contemptible.* 

Tbe most popular actress of tbe time was Anne Brace- 
girdle. There were on tbe stage many women of more 
faultless beauty, but none whose features and deportment 
bad such power to fascinate tbe senses and the hearts of 
men. Tbe sight of her bright black eyes and of her rich 
brown cheek sufSced to put tbe most turbulent audience into 
good humour. It was said of her that in tbe crowded theatre 
she bad as many lovers as she bad male spectators. Xet no 
lover, however rich, however high in rank, bad prevailed on her 
to be bis mistress. Those who are acquainted with tbe parts 
which she was in tbe habit of playing, and with the epilogues 
wbicb it was her especial business to recite, will not easily 
give her credit for any extraordinary measure of virtue or of 
debcaoy. She seems to have been a cold, vain, and interested 
coquette, who perfectly understood bow much the influence 
of her charms was increased by tbe fame of a severity which 
eost’her nothing, and who could venture to flirt with a suc- 
"cession of admirers, in tbe just confidence that no flame 


wbicb she might kindle in them would thaw her own ice.* 
Among those who pursued her with an insane desire was a 
profligate captain in tbe army named Hill. With Hill was 
closely bound in a league of debauchery and violence Charles 
Lord Mobun, a young nobleman whose life was one long 
revel and brawl. Hill , finding that the beautiful brunette 
was invincible, took it into his head that he was rejected for 
a more favoured rival, and that this rival was the briUiant | 
Mountford. The jealous lover swore over his wine at a tavern I 
that he would stab the villain. “ And I,” said Mobun, “ will j i 
stand by my Mend.” Ikom the tavern the pair went, with ■ 
some soldiers whose services Hill had secured, to Drury 
T.g.TiAj where the lady was to sup. They lay some time in 
wait for her. As soon as she appeared in the street she was 
seized and hurried to a coach. She screamed for help. Her 
mother clxmg round her: the whole neighbourhood rose; i 


and she was rescued. Hill and Mobun went away vowing 


vengeance. They swaggered sword in hand during two 
hours about the streets near Mountford’s dwelling. The 


* See Cib'ber’s Apology, and Mount- Works, and indeed tlie works of every 
ford’s Greenwich. Park. man of wit and pleasure about town, 

t See Cibber’s Apology, Tom Brown’s 
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watcii requested them to put up their weapons. But when 
the young lord announced that he was a peer, and bade the 
constables touch him if they dared, they let him pass. So 
strong was privilege then, and so weak was law. Messengers 
were sent to warn Mountford of his danger: but unhappily 
they missed him. He came. A short altercation took place 
between him and Mohun ; and, while they were wrangling. 
Hill ran the unfortunate actor through the body, and fled. 

The grand jury of Middlesex, consisting of gentlemen of 
mote, found a bill of murder against Hill and Mohun. Hill 
escaped. Mohun was taken. His mother threw herself at 
William’s feet, but in vain. It was a cruel aet,^^ said the 
King : I shall leave it to the law.” The trial came on in 
the Court of the Lord High Steward : and as Parliament 
happened to be sitting, the culprit had the advantage of 
being judged by the whole body of the peerage. There was 
then no lawyer in the Upper House. It therefore became 
necessary, for the first time since Buckhurst had pronounced 
sentence on Essex and Southampton, that a peer who had 
never made jurisprudence his special study should preside 
over that grave tribunal. Caermarthen, who, as President 
of the Council, took precedence of all the nobility, was ap- 
pointed Lord High Steward. A full report of the proceed- 
ings has come down to us. Ho person, who carefiilly exa- 
mines that report, and attends to the opinion unanimously 
given by the Judges, in answer to a question which Hotting- 
ham drew up, and in which the facts established by the 
evidence are stated with perfect fairness, can doubt that the 
crime of murder was fully brought home to the prisoner. 
Such was the opinion of the King who was present during 
the trial; and such was the almost unanimous opinion of 
the public. Had the issue been tried by Holt and twelve 
plain men at the Old Bailey, there can be no doubt that a 
verdict of Guilty would have been returned. The Peers, 
however, by sixty-nine votes to fourteen, acquitted their 
aecused brother. One great nobleman was so brutal and 
stupid as to say, After aU the fellow was but a player ; and 
players are rogues.” All the newsletters, all the coffeehouse 
orators, complained that the blood of the poor was she'd with 
impunity by the great. Wits remarked that the only fair 
thing about the trial was the show of ladies in the galleries* 
Letters and jonrnals are stiU extant in which men of all 
shades of opinion, Whigs, Tories, Honjurors, condemn the 
partiality of the tribunal. It was not to be expected that, 
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wMle tlie- memory of -this scandal was fresh in the pnHic 
mindj the Commons would be induced to give any new ad- 
vantage to accused peers.^ 

The' Commons- had. in the meaiitimer resumed the eon- ^ 
sideration of another highly important matter^ the state of 
the trade with India, They liad^ towards the close of the 
preceding sessionj, reqnested the King to' dissolve the old 
Company and to constitute a new Company on such terms 
as he shonld think fit; and he had promised to take their 
request into his serious consideration. He now sent a 
niesssage to inform them that it was out of his power to 
do what they had asked. He had referred the charter of the 
old Company to the Judges, and the Judges had pronounced 
that, under the provisions of that charter, the old Company | 
could not be dissolved without three years’ notice, and must 
retain during those three years the exclusive privilege of 
trading to the East Indies. He added that, being sincerely 
desirous to gratify the Commons, and finding himself unable 
to do so in the way which they had pointed out, he had 
tried to prevail on the old Company to agree to a com- 
promise : but that body stood obstinately on its extreme 
rights ; and his endeavours had been frustrated, f . 

This message reopened the whole question. The two * 
factions which divided the City were instantly on the alert. 

The debates in the House were long and warm. Petitions 
against the old Company were laid on the table. Satirical 
handbills against the new Comjiyaiiy were distributed in the 
lobby. At length, after much discussion, it was resolved to 
present an address requesting the King to give the notice 
which the Judges had pronomiced necessary. He promised 
to bear the subject in mind, and to do his best to promote the 
welfare of the kingdom. With this answer the House was j 
satisfied ; ‘and the subject was not again mentioned till the 
next session4 

The debates of the Commons on the conduct of the war, 
on the law of treason, and on the trade with India, occupied 
much time, and produced no important result. But mean- 
while real business was doing in the Committee of Supply 

* The chief source of information hrary, anrl from two lett ers addressed hy 
about this ease is the report of the^ trial, Brewer to Wharton, which are also in 
which will he found in the Collection of the Bodleian Library. 

State Trials. See Evelyn’s Diary, Febru- t Commons’ Journals, Xov. 14. 1692. 

ary 4. 169|. I have taken some cireum- J Commons’ Journals of the Session, 

stances from Xarcissus LuttreB’s Diary, particularly of Nov. 17.» Dec. 10., Feb. 
from a letter to Sancrofb, which is among 25., March 3. ; Colt Papers in Tindal. 
the Tanner MSS. in the Bodleian Li- 
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and in the Committee of Ways and Means. In the Com- CHAP, 
inittee of Supply the estimates passed rapidly. A few mem- 
hers .declared it to be their opinion that England ought to 
withdraw her troops from the Continent^ to carry on the war 
with vigour by sea;, and to keep np only such an army as 
might be siiffi.cient to repel any invader who might elude the 
vigilance of her fleets. But this doctrine, which speedily 
became and long continned to be the badge of one of the 
great parties in the state, was as yet professed only by a 
small minority which did not ventni'e to call for a division.’^ 

In the Committee of Ways and Means, it was determined Ways and 
that a great part of the charge of the year should be defrayed T-ix. 
by means of an impost, which, though old in substance, was 
new in form. From a very early period to the middle of the 
seventeenth century, our Parliaments had provided for the ex- 
traordinary necessities of the government chiefly by granting 
subsidies. A subsidy was raised by an im^DOst on the peoj)le 
of the realm in respect of their reputed estates. Landed 
property was the chief subject of taxation, and was assessed 
nominally at four shillings in the pound. But the assessment 
was made in such a way that it not only did not rise in pro- 
portion to the rise in the value of land or to the fall in the 
value of the precious metals, but went on constantly sinking, 
till at length the rate was in truth less than twopence in the 
pound. In the time of Charles the First a real tax of four 
shillings in the pound on land would probably have yielded 
near a million and a half : but a subsidy amounted to little 
more than fifty thousand pounds.f 

The financiers of the Long Parliament devised a more 
efS.cient mode of taxing estates. The sum which was to 
be raised v/as fixed. It was then distributed among the 
counties in proportion to their supposed wealth, and was 
levied within each county by a rate. The revenue derived 
from these assessments in the time of the Commonwealth 
varied from thirty-five thousand pounds to a hundred and 
twenty thousand pounds a month. 

After the Eestoration the legislature seemed for a time m- 
clined to revert, in finance as in other things, to the ancient 
practice. Subsidies were once or twice granted to Charles 
the Second. But it soon appeared that the old system was 


^ Commons* Journals, Bee. 10. ; Tin- Institutes, atoxit tlie end of the reign of 
dal, Colt Papers- James I., 70,000^. Clarendon tells ns 

t See Coke’s Institutes, part iy. chap- that, in 1040, twelye subsidies were esti- 
ter 1, In 1506 a siihskly was 120,000^.; mated at about 600,000/. • 
in 1598, 73,000/,*; when Coke wrote his 
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mncli less conveixieut than tlie new system. The Cavaliers 
condescended to take a lesson in the ai*t of taxation from the 
Eonndheads ; and, during the interval hetween the Eestora- ! 
tion andthe Eevolntion, extraordinary calls were oecasionaUj 
met hy assessments resembling the assessments of the Com- 
monwealth. After the Eevolution, the war with Prance 
made it necessary to have reconrse annually to this abundant 
source of revenne. In 1689, in 1690, and in 1691, great 
sums had been raised on the land. At length, in 1692, it 
was determined to draw supplies from real property more 
largely than ever. The Commons resolved that a new and 
more accurate valuation of estates should be made over the 
whole realm, and that, on the rental thns ascertained, a 
ponnd rate should be paid to the government. 

Such was the origin of the existing land tax. The valua- 
tion made in 1692 has remained unaltered down to our own 
time. According to that valuation, one shilling in the pound 
on the rental of the kingdom amounted, in round numbers, 
to half a million. During a hundred and six years, a land 
tax bill was annually presented to Parliament, and was 
annually passed, though not always without murmurs from 
the comitry gentlemen. The rate was, in time of war, four 
shillings in the pound. In time of peace, before the reign 
of George the Third, only two or three shillings were usually 
granted ; and, during a short part of the prudent and gentle 
administration of Walpole, the government asked for only one 
shilling. But, after the disastrous year in which England 
drew the sword against her American colonies, the rate was 
never less than four shillings. At length, in the year 1798, 
the Parliament relieved itself from the trouble of passing a 
new Act every spring. The land tax, at four shillings in 
the pound, was made permanent ; and those who were sub- 
ject to it were permitted to redeem it. A great part has been 
redeemed; and at present little more than a fiftieth of the 
ordinary revenue required ia time of peace is raised by that 
impost which was once regarded as the most productive of 
all the resources of the State.* 

The land tax was fixed, for the year 1693, at four shillings 
in the pound, and consequently brought about two millions 
iato the Treasury. That sum, small as it may seem to a 
generation which has expended a hundred and twenty ^ 
millions in twelve months, was such as had never before been 
raised here in one year by direct taxation. It seemed im- 

* See tbe old liaud Tax Acts, and the debates on the Land Tax Kedemption 
Bill of 1798. 
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mense botli to Bnglishmeii and to foreigners. Lewis, who 
found it almost impossible to wring by cruel exactions from 
the beggared peasantry of France the means of supporting 
the greatest army and the most gorgeous court that had ex- 
isted in Europe since the downfall of the Eoman empire, 
broke out, it is said, into an exclamation of angry surprise 
when he learned that the Commons of England had, from 
dread and hatred of his power, unanimously determined to 
lay on themselTes, in a year of scarcity and of commercial 
embarrassment, a burden such as neither they nor their 
fathers had ever before borne. My little cousin of Orange,^’ 
he said, “ seems to be firm in the saddle.’^ He afterwards 
added, ^‘^ No matter : the last piece of gold will win.” This 
however was a consideration from which,, if he had been well 
informed about the resources of England, he would not have 
derived much comfort. Kensington was certainly a mere 
hovel when compared to his supei'b Versailles. The display 
of jewels, plumes, and lace, led horses and gilded coaches, 
which daily surrounded him, far outshone the splendour 
which, even on great public occasions, our princes were in 
the habit of displaying. But the condition of the majority 
of the people of England was, beyond all doubt, such as the 
majority of the people of France might well have envied. In 
truth what was called severe distress here would have been 
called unexampled prosperity there. 

The land tax was not imposed without a quarrel between 
the Houses. The Commons appointed commissioners to 
make the assessment. These commissioners were the prin- 
cipal gentlemen of every county, and were named in the bill. 
The Lords thought this arrangement inconsistent with the 
dignity of the peerage* They therefore inserted a clause 
providing that their estates should be valued by twenty of 
-'their own order. The Lower House indignantly rejected this 
amendment, and demanded an instant conference. After 
some delay, which increased the ih humour of the Commons, 
the conference took place. The biU was returned to the 
Peers with a very concise and haughty intimation that they 
must not presume to alter laws relating to money. A strong 
party among the Lords was obstinate. Mulgrave spoke at 
great length, and with great eloquence, against the preten- 
sions of the plebeians. He told his brethren that, if they gave 
way, they would abdicate that authority which had belonged 
to the baronage of England ever since the foundation of the 
monarchy, and that they would have nothing left of their old 
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greatness except tHeir coronets and ermines. Burnet says 
that this speech was the finest that he eyer heard in Parlia- 
ment I and Burnet was xmdonbtedly a good judge of speaking, 
and was neither partial to Mnlgrave nor zealons for the 
privileges of the aristocracy. The orator, however, though 
he charmed his hearers, did not succeed in convincing them. 
Most of them shrank from a conflict in which they would 1 
have had against them the Commons united as one man, and ! 
the King, who, in case of necessity, would undoubtedly have j 
created fifty peers rather than have suffered the land tax bill i 
to be lost. Two strong protests, however, signed, the first bj ; 
twenty-seven, the second by twenty-one dissentients, show i 
how obstinately many nobles were prepared to contend at all 
hazards for the dignity of their caste. Another conference | 
was held ; and Rochester announced that the Lords, for the " | 
sake of the public interest, waived what they must neverthe- 
less assert to be their clear right, and would not insist on 
their amendment.* The bill passed, and was followed hj 
bills for laying additional duties on imports, and for taxing 
the dividends of joint stock companies. 

Still, however, the estimated revenue was not equal to the 
estimated expenditure. The year 1692 had bequeathed a 
large deficit to the year 1693 ; and it seemed probable that 
the charge for 1693 would exceed by about five hundred * 
thousand pounds the charge for 1692, More than two 
milli ons had been voted for the army and ordnance, near two 
millions for the navy.f Only eight years before fourteen 
hundred thousand pounds had defruyed the whole annual 
charge of government. More than four times that sum was 
now required. Taxation, both direct and indirect, had been 
carried to an unprecedented point : yet the income of the 
state still fell short of the outlay by about a million. It was 
necessary to devise something. Something was devised,"^^' 
something of which the effects are felt to this day in every 
part of the globe. 

There was indeed nothing strange or mysterious in the ex- 
pedient to which the government had recourse. It was an 
expedient familiar, during two centuries, to the financiers of 

* Lords’ Journals, Jan. 16, 17, 18, Lords did not claim any right to alter 
19, 20. ; Commons’ Journals, Jan. 17, the amoimt of taxation laid on them by 
18. 20. 1692; Tindal, from the Colt the bill as it came up to them. They 
papers; Burnet, ii. 104, 105. Burnet only demanded that their estates should 
has used an incorrect expression, which he valued, not by the ordina^ commis- ~ 
Tindal, Ralph, and others have copied, sioners, hut by special commissioners of 
He says that the question was whether higher rank. 

the Ii6r(fe should toil themselves. The f Commons’ Journals, Dec. 1692. 
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the Continent/ and could hardly fail to occur to any English 
statesman who compared the void in the Exchequer with the 
overflow in the money market. 

During the interval between the Bestoration and the Eevo- 
^f' Intion the riches of the nation had been rapidly increasing. 
f Thousands of busy men fonnd every Christmas that^ after the 
expenses of the year’s housekeeping had been defrayed out of 
the year’s income^ a surplus remained ; and how that surplus 
was to be employed was a question of some difficulty. In our 
time, to invest such a surplus, at something more than three 
per cent, on the best security that has ever been known in the 
world, is the work of a few minutes. But, in the seventeenth 
century, a lawyer, a physician, a retired merchant, who had 
saved some thousands and who wished to place them safely 
and profitably, was often greatly embarrassed. Three genera- 
tions earlier, a man who had accumulated wealth in a trade 
or a profession generally purchased real property or lent his 
savings on mortgage. But the number of acres in the king- 
dom had remained the same 5 and the value of those acres, 
though it had greatly increased, had by no means increased 
so fast as the quantity of capital which was seeking for em- 
ployment. Many too wished to put their money where they 
could find it at an hour’s notice, and looked about for some 
species of property which could be more readily transferred 
than a house or a field. A capitalist might lend on bottomry 
or on personal security : but, if he did so, he ran a great risk 
of losing interest and principal. There were a few joint stock 
companies, among which the East India Company held the 
foremost place : but the demand for the stock of such com- 
panies was far greater than the supply. Indeed the cry for a 
new East India Company was chiefly raised by persons who 
had found difficulty in placing their savings at interest on 
"'good security. So great was that difficulty that the practice 
of hoarding was common. We are told that the father of 
Pope the poet, who retired from business in the City about 
the time of the Eevolution, carried to a retreat in the country 
a strong box containing near twenty thousand pounds, and 
took out from time to time what was required for household 
expenses ; and it is highly probable that this was not a soli- 
tary case. At present the quantity of coin which is hoarded 
by private persons is so small that it would, if brought forth, 
.^-^'rnake no perceptible addition to the circulation. But, in the 
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earlier part of the reign of WiHiam the Third, all the greatest 
writers on currency were of opinion that a very considerable 
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mass of gold and silyer Hdden in secret drawers and 
beiind wainscots. 

The natural effect of this state of things was that a crowd 
of projectors, ingenious and absurd, honest and Imayish, em- 
ployed themselves in devising new schemes for the employ- 
ment of redundant capital. It was about the year 1688 that 
the word stoclgobber was first heard in Lohdon. In the short ' 
space of four years a crowd of companies, every one of which 
confidently held out to subscribers the hope of immense gains, 
sprang into existence ; the Insurance Company, the Paper 
Company, the Lutestring Company, the Pearl Pishery Com- 
pany, the Grlass Bottle Company, the Alum Company, the 
Blythe Coal Company, the Swordblade Company. There was 
a Tapestry Company, which would soon furnish pretty 
hangings for aU the parlours of the middle class and for all • , 
the bedchambers of the higher. There was a Copper Com- 
pany, which proposed to explore the mines of England, and 
held out a hope that they would prove not less valuable than 
those of Potosi. There was a Diving Company, which under- 
took to bring up precious effects from shipwrecked vessels, 
and which announced that it had laid in a stock of wonderful 
machines resembling complete suits of armour. In front of 
the helmet was a huge glass eye like that of Polyphemus ; and 
out of the crest went a pipe through which the air was to be' % 
admitted. The whole process was exhibited on the Thames. 1 
Pine gentlemen and fine ladies were invited to the show, were 
hospitably regaled, and were delighted by seeing the divers 
in their panoply descend into the river, and return laden with 
old iron and ship’s tackle. There was a Greenland Pishing 
Company, which could not fail to drive the Dutch whalers and 
herring busses out of the Northern Ocean. There was a Tan- 
ning Company, which promised to furnish leather superior to 
the best that was brought from Turkey or Russia. There wa^ 
a society which undertook the ofB.ce of giving gentlemen 
a liberal education on low terms, and which assumed the 
sounding name of the Royal Academies Company. In a 
pompous advertisement it was announced that the directors 
of the Royal Academies Company had engaged the best mas- i 
ters in every branch of knowledge, and were about to issue I 
twenty thousand tickets at twenty shillings each. There was ■ 
to he a lottery : two thousand prizes were to he drawn ; and ^ 
the fortunate holders of the prizes were to be taught, at tha^^^ 
charge of the Company, Latin, Greek, Hebrew, French, f 
Spanish, conic sections, trigonometry, heraldry, japanning, L 
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fortification^ book-keeping, andtke art of playing tbetbeorbo. 
Some of tliese companies took large mansions and printed 
tbeir advertisements in gilded letters. Otters, less ostenta- 
, _ tions, were content with, ink, and met at coffeetoiises in tbe 
neigliboTirliood of tbe Eoyal Exckange. Jonathan^ s and Gar- 
f raway’s were in a constant ferment with brokers, buyers, 
sellers, meetings of directors, meetings of proprietors. Time 
bargains soon came into fashion. Extensive combinations 
were formed, and monstrous fables were circulated, for the 
purpose of raising or depressing the price of shares. Our 
country witnessed for the first time those phsenomena with 
which a long experience has made us familiar. A mania of 
which the symptoms were essentially the same with those of 
the mania of 1720, of the mania of 1825, of the mania of 1845, 
j seized the public mind. An impatience to be rich, a con- 
tempt for those slow but sure gains which are the proper re- 
ward of industry, patience, and thrift, spread through society. 
The spirit of the cogging dicers of Whiteftiars took posses- 
sion of the grave Senators of the City, Wardens of Trades, 
Deputies, Aldermen. It was much easier and much more 
lucrative to put forth a lying prospectus announcing a new 
stock, to persuade ignorant people that the dividends could 
mot fall short of twenty per cent, and to part with five thou- 
f sand poxmds of this imaginary wealth for ten thousand solid 
guineas, than to load a ship with a well chosen cargo for 

I Yirginia or the Levant. Every day some new bubble was 
puffed into existence, rose buoyant, shone bright, burst, and 
was forgotten.'^ 

The new form which covetousness had taken furnished the 
comic poets and satirists with an excellent subject^ nor was 
that subject the less welcome to them because some of the 
:^most unscrupulous and most successfal of the new race of 
gamesters were men in sad coloured clothes and lank hair, 
men who called cards' the Devil’s books, men who thought it 
a sin and a scandal to win or lose twopence over a back- 
gammon board. It was in the last drama of Shadwell that the 


* For this aceoimfc of tlie origin of 
stock] ebbing in the City of London l am 
chiefly indebted to a most curions peri- 
odical paper, entitled, “ Collection for 
the Improvement of Husbandry and 
- ^ Trade, by J. Honghton, F.B.S ” It is in 
.fact a weekly history of the commercial 
speculations of that time. I have looked 
through the files of several years. In 
No. 33., March 17. 169|, Houghton says, 
The buying and selling of Actions is 


one of the ^eat trades now on foot. I 
find a great many do not understand the 
afiair.”. On June 13. and June 22. 1694, 
he traces the whole progress of stockjob- 
bing. On July 13, of the same year he 
makes the first mention of time bargains. 
Whoever is desirous to know more about 
the companies mentioned in the text may 
consult Houghton^s Collection, and a 
pamphlet entitled Anglise Tutamen, pub- 
lished in 1695. 
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liypocrisy and knavery of tkese speculators was^ for ike first 
time^ exposed to public ridicule. He died in November 1692, 
just before Ms Stocijobbers came on tbe stage ; and the 
epilogue was spoken by an actor dressed in deep mourning, 
The best scene is that in which four or five stern Noncon- 
formists, clad in the full Puritan costume, after diseussmg 
the prospects of the Mousetrap Company and the Pleakilling 
Company, examine the question whether the godly may law- 
fully hold stock in a Company for bringing over Chinese 
ropedancers. ‘^‘^Considerable men have shares, says one 
austere person in cropped hair and bands ; but verily I 
question whether it be lawful or not.^^ These doubts are 
removed by a stout old Eoundhead colonel who had fought 
at Marston Moor, and who reminds his weaker brother that ^ 
the saints need not themselves see the ropedancing, and that, 
in aU probability, there will be no ropedancing to see. The 
thing,” he says, ^Ms like to take. The shares wiU sell well ; 
and then we shall not care whether the dancers come over or 
no.” It is important to observe that this scene was exhibited 
and applauded before one farthing of the national debt had 
been contracted. So ill informed were the numerous writers 
who, at a later period, ascribed to the national debt the ex- 
istence of stoctjobbing and of all the immoralities connected^ . 
with stocbjobbing. The truth is that society had, in the 
natural course of its growth, reached a point at which it was 
inevitable that there should be stoclgobbing whether there 
were a national debt or not, and inevitable also that, if there 
were a long and costly war, there should be a national debt. 

How indeed was it possible that a debt should not have 
been contracted, when one party was impelled by the strongest 
motives to borrow, and another was impelled by equally strong 
motives to lend? A moment had arrived at which the goveri^ 
ment found it impossible, without exciting the most formid- 
able discontents, to raise by taxation the supplies necessary 
to defend the liberty and independence of the nation ; and, 
at that very moment, numerous capitalists were looking round 
them in vain for some good mode of investing their savings, 
and, for want of such a mode, were keeping their wealth 
locked up, or were lavishing it on absurd projects. Eiches 
sufficient to equip a navy which would sweep the German 
Ocean and the Atlantic of Erench privateers, riches suf- 
ficient to maintain an army which might retake Namur and' 
avenge the disaster of Steinkirk, were lying idle, or were 
’passing away from the owners into the hands of sharpers. 
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A statesman migM well tMnk that some part of the wealth 
which was daily hnried or squandered might, with advantage 
to the proprietor, to the taxpayer, and to the State, he at- 
tracted into the Treasury, 'Wlaj meet the. extraordinary 
charge of a year of war hy seizing the chairs, the tables, the 
beds of hardworking families, hy compelling one country 
gentleman to cut down his trees before they were ready for 
the axe, another to let the cottages on his land fall to ruin, 
a third to take away his hopeful son from the Fniversity, 
when Change Alley was swarming with people who did not 
know what to do with their money and who were pressing 
everybody to borrow it P 

It was often asserted at a later period by Tories, who hated 
the national debt most of all things, and who hated Burnet 
most of all men, that Burnet was the person who first advised 
the government to contract a national debt. But this assertion 
is proved by no trustworthy evidence, and seems to be dis- 
proved by the Bishop’s silence. Of aU men he was the least 
likely to conceal the fact that an important fiscal revolution 
had been his work. Nor was the Board of Treasury at that 
time one which much needed, or was likely much to regard, 
the counsels of a divine. At that Board s^e Godolphin, the 
most prudent and experienced, and Montague, the most 
daring and inventive of financiers. Neither of these eminent 
men could be ignorant that it had long been the practice of 
the neighbouring states to spread over many years of peace 
the excessive taxation which was made necessary by one year 
of war. In Italy this practice had existed through several 
generations. Erance had, during the war which began in 
1672 and endedin l679, borrowed not less than thirty millions 
of our money. Sir William Temple, in his interesting work 
on the Batavian federation, had told his countrymen that, 
when he was ambassador at the Hague, the single province 
of Holland, then ruled by the frugal and prudent He Witt, 
owed about five millions sterling, for which interest at four 
per cent was always ready to the day, and that, when any 
pa.rt of the principal was paid off, the public creditor received 
his money with tears, well knowing that he could find no 
other investment equally secure. The wonder is not that 
England should have at length imitated the example both of 
her enemies and of her allies, but that the fourth year of her 
arduous and exhausting struggle against Lewis should have 
been drawing to a close before she resorted to an expedient 
so obvious. 
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CHAP. On tlie fifteentli of December 1692 tbe House of Oommons 
resolved itself into a Committee of Ways and Means. Som ers 
took the cbair. Montagneproposed to raise a million by way 
of loan : tbe proposition was approved ; and it was ordered 
tbat a bill sbonld be bronglit in. Tbe details of tbe scbeme 
were mncb discnssed and modified; but tbe principle appears 
to baye been popular with all parties. Tbe moneyed men 
were glad to bave a good opportunity of investing wbat tbey 
bad boarded. Tbe landed men, bard pressed by tbe load 
of taxation, were ready to consent to anything for tbe sate 
of present ease. Ho member ventured to divide tbe House. 
On tbe twentietb of January tbe bill was read a third time, 
carried up to tbe Lords by Somers, and passed by them without 
any amendment,* 

By this memorable law new duties were imposed on beer 
and other liquors. These duties were to be kept in the Ex- 
chequer separate from all other receipts, and were to form a 
fund on tbe credit of which a million was to be raised by life 
annuities. As the annuitants dropped off, their annuities 
were to be divided among the survivors, till tbe number of 
survivors was reduced to seven. After that time, whatever 
fell in was to go to tbe public. It was therefore certain that 
tbe eighteenth century would be far advanced before tbe debt 
would be finally extinguished ; and, in fact, long after King 
George the Third was on tbe throne, a few aged men were 
receiving large incomes from the State, in return for a little 
money which bad been advanced to King William on their 
account when tbey were cbildren.t The rate of interest was 
to be ten per cent till the year 1700, and after that year seven 
per cent. The advantages offered to tbe public creditor by 
this scheme may seem great, but were not more than sufficient 
to compensate him for the risk which he ran. It was not 
impossible that there might be a counterrevolution; and it 
was certain that if there were a counterrevolution, those who 
had lent money to William would lose both interest and 
principal. 

Such was the origin of that debt which has since become 
tbe greatest prodigy that ever perplexed the sagacity and 


* Commons’ Journals ; Stat. 4 W. & soYen years an annuitant imder tlie Act 
M. c. 3. of 1692. A hundred pounds liad. been 

t William Duncombe, whose name is subscribed in William Buncombe’s name 
■well known to curious students of when he was three years old ; and, for 
literary history, and who, in conjunction this small sura, he "received thousands 
with his son John, translated Horace’s upon thousands. Literary Anecdotes of 
works, died in 1769, having been seventy- the Eighteenth Century, viii. 266. 
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confoimded tlie pride of statesmen and pMlosopliers. At everj GHAP, 
stage in tlie growtli of tliat debt tbe nation lias set up tbe . 
same cry of angnish and despair. At every stage in tbe 
groivtb of that debt it bas been seriously asserted by wise men 
tbat bankruptcy and ruin were at band. Yet still tbe debt 
went on growing ; and still bankruptcy and ruin were as re- 
mote as ever. Wben tbe great contest witb Lewis tbe Your- 
teentb was finally terminated by tbe Peace of Utrecbt tbe 
nation owed about fifty milbons ; and tbat debt was considered, 
not merely by tbe rude multitude, not merely by foxbunting 
squires and coffeebouse orators, but by acute and profound 
thinkers, as an incumbrance wbicb would permanently cripple 
tbe body politic. bTevertbeless trade flourisbed: wealth in- 
creased : tbe nation became richer and richer. Then came 
tbe war of the Austrian Succession; and tbe debt rose to 
eighty millions. Pamphleteers, historians, and orators pro- 
nounced tbat now, at all events, our case was desperate."^ 

Yet tbe signs of increasing prosperity, signs wbicb could 
neither be counterfeited nor concealed, ought to have satisfied 
observant and reflecting men tbat a debt of eighty millions 
was less to tbe England which was governed by Pelham than 
a debt of fifty millions bad been to the England which was 
governed by Oxford. Soon war agam broke forth ; and under 
the energetic and prodigal administration of tbe first William 
Pitt, the debt rapidly swelled to a hundred and forty millions. 

As soon as the first intoxication of victory was over, men of 
theory and men of business almost unanimously pronounced 
tbat the fatal day bad now really arrived. Tbe only states- 
man, indeed, active or speculative, who was too wise to share 
in tbe general delusion was Edmund Burke. David Hume, 
undoubtedly one of the most profound political economists of 
bis time, declared tbat our madness bad exceeded tbe mad- 
ness of the Crusaders. Richard Coeur de Lion and Saint 
Lewis bad not gone in tbe face of arithmetical demonstra- 
tion. It was impossible to prove by figures that tbe road to 
Paradise did not lie through tbe Holy Land : but it was pos- 
sible to prove by figures tbat tbe road to national rum was 
through the national debt. It was idle, however, now to 
talk about tbe road : we bad done witb tbe road ; we bad 

^ Smollett's Complete History of Eng- a yehement pHlippic against the govem- 
land iroin tlie Descent of Julius Caesar to ment ; and that philippic ends with the 
the Treaty of Aix la Chapelle, 1748, eon- tremendous words, “ the national debt 
taining the Transactions of one thousand accumulated to the enormous sum of 
eight hundred and three years, was pub- eighty millions sterling^ 
lished at . this time. The work ends with 
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reaclied the goal: all was oyer: all tlie revenues of tte island 
nortli of Trent and west of Beading were mortgaged. Better 
for ns to have been conquered by Prussia or Austria tban to 
be saddled witb tbe interest of a bundred and forty millions.** 
And yet tbis great pbilosopber, — for sucb be was^— bad only 
to open bis eyes, and to see improvement all around bim, cities 
increasing, cultivation extending, marts too smaE for tbe 
crowd of buyers and sellers, harbours insufficient to contain 
tbe shipping, artificial rivers joining tbe chief inland seats of 
industry to tbe chief seaports, streets better lighted, bouses 
better furnished, richer wares exposed to sale in stateber 
shops, swifter carriages rolling along smoother roads. He 
bad, indeed, only to compare tbe Edinburgh of bis boyhood 
with tbe Edinburgh of bis old age. His prediction remains 
to posterity, a memorable instance of the wealmess firom 
which the strongest minds are not exempt. Adam Smith 
saw a bttle, and but a little farther. He admitted that, im- 
mense as the pressure was, the nation did actually sustain it 
and thrive under it in a way which nobody could have fore- 
seen. But he warned his countrymen not to repeat so hazard- 
ous an experiment. The limit had been reached. Even a 
small increase might be fatal.f Hot less gloomy was tbe 
view which George Grenville, a minister eminently dfligent 
and practical, took of our financial situation. Tbe nation 
must, he conceived, sink under a debt of a hundred and forty 
millions, unless a portion of the load were borne by the Ame- 
rican colonies. The attempt to lay a portion of the load on 
the American colonies produced another war. That war left 
us with an additional hundred millions of debt, and without 
the colonies whose help had been represented as indispensable. 
Again England was given over ; and again the strange patient 
persisted in becoming stronger and more blooming in spite 
of all the diagnostics and prognostics of State physiciansr 
As she had been visibly more prosperous with a debt of one 
hundred and forty millions than with a debt of fifty millions, 
so she was visibly more prosperous with a debt of two hundred 
and forty millions than with a debt of one hundred and foi% 
millions. Soon however the wars which sprang from the 
French Eevolution, and which far exceeded in cost any that 
the world had ever seen, tasked the powers of imblic credit to 
the utmost. When the world was again at rest the funded 
debt of England amounted to eight hundred millions. If the 


m 


* See a very remarkable note in Hume’s History of England, Appendix III. 
t Wealth of Hations, book v» chap. iii. 
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most enligMened man had been told, in 1792, that, in 1815, CHAP* 
the interest on eight hundred millions would be duly paid to . 
the day at the Bank, he wonld have been as hard of belief as 
if he had been told that the government would be in posses- 
sion of the lamp of Aladdin or of the pnrse of Portunatns. 

It was in trnth a gigantic, a fabnlons, debt; and we can 
hardly wonder that the cry of despair should have been 
louder than ever. But again that cry was found to have been 
as unreasonable as ever. After a few years of exhaustion, 
England recovered herself. Yet like Addison^s valetudina- 
rian, who continued to whimper that he was dying of con- 
sumption till he became so fat that he was shamed into silence, 
she went on complainingthat she was sunk in poverty till her 
wealth showed itself by tokens which made her complaints 
ridiculous. The beggared, the bankrupt, society not only 
proved able to meet all its obligations, but, while meeting 
those obligations, grew richer and richer so fast that the 
growth could almost be discerned by the eye. In every county, 
we saw wastes recently turned into gardens : ’in every city, 
we saw new streets, and squares, and markets, more brilliant 
lamps, more abundant supplies of water : in the suburbs of 
every great seat of industry, we saw villas multiplying fast, 
each embosomed in its gay little paradise of lilacs and roses. 

Wliile shallow politicians were repeating that the energies 
of the people were borne down by the weight of the public 
burdens, the first journey was performed by steam on a rail- 
way. Soon the island was intersected by railways. A sum 
exceeding the whole amount of the national debt at the end 
of the American war was, in a few years, voluntarily expended 
by this ruined people on viaducts, txmnels, embankments, 
bridges, stations, engines. Meanwhile taxation was almost 
constantly becoming lighter and lighter: yet stiH the Ex- 
chequer was full. It may be now afSrmed without fear of 
contradiction that we find it as easy to pay the interest of 
eight hundred millions as our ancestors found it, a century 
ago, to pay the interest of eighty millions. 

It can hardly be doubted that there must have been some 
great fallacy in the notions of those who uttered and of those 
who believed that long succession of confident predictions, so 
signally falsified by a long succession of indisputable facts. 

To point out that fallacy is the, office rather of the political 
economist than of the historian. Here it is sufficient to say 
that the prophets of evil were under a double delusion. They 
erroneously imagined that there was an exact analogy between 
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the case of ail mdiyidml who is in debt to another mdiyidiial 
and the case of a society -which is in debt to a part of itself ; and 
this analogy led them into endless mistakes abo-at the effect 
of the system of fimding. They were under an error not less 
serious tonching the resources of the country. They made no 
allowance for the effect produced by the incessant progress of 
every experimental science, and by the incessant efforts of 
every man to get on in life. They saw that the debt grew ; 
and they forgot that other things grew as well as the debt. 

A long experience justifies "as in believing that England 
may, in the twentieth century, be better able to pay a debt of 
sixteen hundred millions than she is at the present time to 
bear her present load. B-at be this as it may, those who so 
confidently pi'edicted that she m-ast sink, first -under a debt of 
fifty millions, then nnder a debt of eighty millions, then -under 
a debt of a hundred and forty millions, then -under a debt of 
two h-undred and forty millions, and lastly -under a debt of 
eight himdred millions, were beyond all doubt under a twofold 
mistake. They greatly overrated the pressure of the burden : 
they greatly underrated the strength by which the burden 
was to be borne.”^ 

It may be desirable to add a few words touching the way 
in which the system of funding has affected the interests of 
the great commonwealth of nations. If it be true that what- 
ever gives to intelligence an advantage over brute force, and 
to honesty an advantage over dishonesty, has a tendency to 
promote the happiness and virtue of our race, it can scarcely 
be denied that, in the largest view, the effect of this system 
has been salutary. For it is manifest that all credit depends 
on two thiugs, on the power of a debtor to pay debts, and on 
his mclination to pay them. The power of a society to pay 
debts is proportioned to the progress which that society has 
made ia industry, iu commerce, and ia aU the arts and sciences 
which flourish under the benignant influence of freedom and 
of equal law. The mclination of a society to pay debts is 
proportioned to the degreee in which that society respects the 




I Iiave said that Biirke alone among 
Ids contemporaries was superior to the 
vulgar error in which men so eminent as 
David Hume and Adam Smith shared. 
I will quote, in illustration of mj mean- 
ing, a few weighty words from the Ob- 
servations on the Late State of the Na- 
tion written by Burke in 1769. ** An 

enlightened reader laughs at the incon- 
sistent chimera of onr anthor (George 
Grenville), of a people xmiversally Inzn- 


rions, and at the same time oppressed 
with taxes and declining in trade. For 
my part, I cannot look on these duties as 
the author does. He sees nothing Imt 
the burden. I can perceive the burden 
as well as he : but I caiuiot avoid con- 
templating also the strength that sup- 
ports it. From thence I draw the most 
comfortable assurances of tlie future 
vigour and the ample resources of this 
great misrepresented country,** 
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oHigations of pligMed faitli. Of tlie strengtli wliicli consists 
in extent of territory and in number of fighting men, a rude 
despot who knows no law bnt Ms own cMldisb. fancies and 
headstrong passions^ or a conTention of socialists which pro- 
claims all property to be robbery, may haye more than falls to 
the lot of the best and wisest government. Bnt the strength 
wMch is derived from the confidence of capitalists such a de- 
spot, such a convention, never can possess. That strength,— 
and it is a strength which has decided the event of more than 
one great conflict,^ — ^flies, by the law of its nature, firoin bar- 
barism and fraud, from tyranny and anarchy, to follow civilisa- 
tion and virtue, liberty and order. 

While the bill which first created the funded debt of Eng- 
land was passing, with general approbation, through the 
regular stages, the two Houses discussed, for the first time, 
the great question of Parliamentary Reform. 

It is to be observed that the object of the reformers of that 
generation was merely to make the representative body a 
more faithful interpreter of the sense of the constituent body. 
It seems scarcely to have occurred to any of them that the 
constituent body might be an unfaithful interpreter of the 
sense of the nation. It is true that those disproportions in 
the structure of the constituent hody, which, at length, in 
If our own days, raised an irresistible storm of public indigna- 
tion, were far less numerous and far less offensive in the 
seventeenth century than they had become in the nineteenth. 
Most of the boroughs which were disfranchised in 1832 were, 
if not positively, yet relatively, much more important places 
in the reign of William the Third than in the reign of William 
the Fourth. Of the populous and wealthy manufacturing 
towns, seaports, and watering places, to which the franchise 
was given in the reign of WiEiam the Fourth, some were, in 
" the reign of WiEiam the Third, smaE hamlets, where a few 
ploughmen or fishermen lived under thatched roofs : some 
were fields covered with harvests, or moors abandoned to 
grouse. With the exception of Leeds and Manchester, there 
was not, at the time of the Revolution, a single town of five 
^ " thousand inhabitants which did not send two representatives 
to the House of Commons. Even then, however, there was 
no want of startling anomalies. ■ Looe, East and West, which 
contained not half the population or half the wealth of the 
..BmaEest of the hundred parishes .of .London, returned, as 
many members as •London.* Old ..Sarum, a^ deserted ruin 

^ Wesley was striicL with this anomaly in 1745. See his Journal. 
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wMeli tlie traYffler feared to -enter: at ^ M lest lie slionH 
jS-iid rotlbers InrMng there^ had as mncli weigM in tlie legis- 
lature as Bevonsliire or Torkstire.* Some eminent indi- 
Yidnals of botli parties. Clarendon, for example, among tiie 
Tories, and, PoUexfen among tlie WMgs, condemned tMs 
system. Yet botli parties were, for very different reasons, 
tmwilling to alter it. It was protected by the prejudices of 
one faction, and by tbe interests of tbe other. ; Nothing could' 
be more repugnant to the genius of Toryism than the thought 
of destroying at a blow institntioiis which had stood through 
ages, for the purpose of building something more symme- 
trical out of .the rains. It was remembered too that Grom- 
' weh had triedio correct the' deformities of the representatiYO 
system ^ and deformities which Cromwell had tried to cor- 
rect: were' certain to be regarded as beauties ' by most of those 
gentlemen who were zealons for the Church and the Crown. 
The Whigs, on the other hand, conld not bnt know that they 
were much more likely to lose than to gain by a change in 
this part of our polity. It would indeed be a great mistake 
to imagine that a law transferring political power from small 
to large constituent bodies would have operated in 1692 as 
■it operated in 1882 . In 1832 the effect of the transfer was 
to increase the power of the town population. In 1692 the 
effect would have been to make the power of the raral popu- 
lation irresistible. Of the one himdred and forty-three mem- 
bers taken' away in 1832 from small boroughs more than 
half were given to. large and flourishing towns. But in 1692 
there was ■ hardly one large and flourishing town which , had 
not, already .as many members as it could,' with any show. of 
reason, 'claim. Almost all therefore that was taken from the 
small boroughs mnst have been given to the counties ; and 
there can. be^ no doubt that whatever tended to raise the 
connties and .to depress the towns must on the whole have 
tended , to raise the Tories: and to depress the "Whigs. From 
the commencement of onr civil troubles the towns had', been 
on the side of freedom and , progress, the conntry gentlemen 
and the conntry clergymen on the side of authority and jire- 
soription. If therefore a reform bill, disfranchising many of 
the smallest constitnent bodies and giving additional mem- 
bers to many of the largest constitnent bodies, had become 
law soon after the Eevolntion, there can be little donbt that 
a decided majority of the- House of Commons wonld have 
consisted of rustic baronets and squires, high Churchmen, 
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higli Tories^ and half Jacobites. With such a House of 
Commons it is almost certain that there would have been a 
persecution of the Dissenters : it is not easy to imderstand 
how there could have been a peaceful union with Scotland ; 
and it is not improbable that there would have been a re- 
1 " storation of the Stuarts. Those parts of our constitution, 
therefore which, in recent times, politicians of the liberal 
school have generally considered as blemishes, were, five 
generations ago, regarded with complacency by the men who 
were most zealous for civil and religious freedom. 

But, while Whigs and Tories agreed in wishing to main- 
tain the existing rights of election, both Whigs and Tories 
were forced to admit that the relation between the elector 
and the representative was not what it ought to be. Before 
•'***' the civil wars the House of Commons had enjoyed the fullest 
confidence of the nation. A House of Commons, distrusted, 
despised, hated by the Commons, was a thing unknown. 
The very words would, to Sir Peter Wentworth or Sir Ed- 
ward Coke, have sounded like a contradiction in terms. But 
by degrees a change took place. The Parliament elected in 
1661 , during that fit of joy and fondness which followed the 
return of the royal family, represented, not the deliberate 
sense, but the momentary caprice of the nation. Many of 
the members were men who/ a few months earlier or a few 
! months later, would have had no chance of obtaining seats, 
men of broken fortunes and of dissolute habits, men whose 
only claim to public confidence was the ferocious hatred 
which they bore to rebels and Puritans. The people, as soon 
as they had become sober, saw with dismay, to what an 
assembly they had, during their intoxication, confided the 
care of their property, their liberty, and their religion. And 
the choice, made in a moment of frantic enthusiasm, might 
-jjQ choice for life. As the law then stood, it 
depended entirely on the King’s pleasure whether, during his 
reign, the electors should have an opportunily of repairing 
their error. Eighteen years passed away. A new generation 
grew up. To the fervid loyalty with which Charles had been 
welcomed back from exile succeeded discontent and disaffec- 
tion. The general cry was that the kingdom was misgo- 
verned, degraded, given up as a prey to worthless men and 
more worthless women, that our navy had been found unequal 
to a contest with Holland, that our independence had been 
bartered for the gold of France, that our consciences were in 
danger of being again subjected to the yoke of Borne, The 
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people liad Tbecome Eoiindheads : bixt the bod j wMcli 
was authorised to speak in the name of the people was still 
a body of Cavaliers. It is trne that the King occasionally 
fotmd even that House of Commons xoimanageable. From 
the first it had contained not a few true Englishmen : others * 
had been introdnced into it as vacancies were made by death ; 
and even the majority, courtly as it was, could not but feel ^ 
some sympathy with the nation. A country party grew up 
and became formidable. But that party constantly found its 
exertions frustrated by systematic corruption. That some 
members of the legislature received direct bribes was with 
good reason suspected, but could not be proved. That the 
patronage of the Crown was employed on an extensive scale 
for the purpose of influencing votes was matter of notoriety. 

A large proportion of those who gave away the public money ^ 
in supplies received pai^ of that money back in salaries $ and 
thus was formed a mercenary band on which the Court might, 
in almost any extremity, confidently rely. 

The servility of this Parliament had left a deep impression 
on the public mind. It was the general opinion that Eng- 
land ought to be protected against all risk of being ever 
again represented, duriug a long course of years, by men who 
had forfeited her confidence, and who were retained by a fee 
to vote against her wishes and ^interests. The subject was “ 
mentioned in the Convention ; and some members wished to 
deal with it while the throne was still vacant. The cry for 
reform had ever since been becoming more and more impor- 
tunate. The people, heavily pressed by taxes, were naturally 
disposed to regard those who lived on the taxes with little 
favour. The war, it was generally acknowledged, was just 
and necessary; and war could not be carried on without large 
expenditure. But the larger the expenditure which was 
required for the defence of the nation, the more important 
was that nothing should be squandered. The immense gains 
of official men moved envy and indignation. Here a gentle- 
man was paid to do nothing. There many gentlemen were 
paid to do what would be better done by one. The coach, the 
liveries, the lace cravat, and the diamond buckles of the place- 
man were naturally seen with an evil eye by those who rose 
up early and lay down ■ late in order to furnish him with the ' 
means of indulging in splendour and luxury. Such abuses 
• it was the especial, business of a House of Commons to cor- 
rect. What then had; the existing House of Commons done | 
in the way of correction.-.? ■ Absolutely nothing. In 1690, ^ I 
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indeed^ wMle tlie OMl List was settlings some sharp speeclies 
tad been made. Li 1691, when the Ways and Means were 
under consideration, a resolution tad been passed so absurdly 
framed that it tad proved utterly abortive. Tlie nuisance 
“‘•continued, and would continne while it was a source of profit 
to those whose duty was to abate it. Who could expect faith- 
ful and vigilant stewardship from stewards who had a direct 
interest in encouraging the waste which they were employed 
to check ? The House swarmed with placemen of all kinds. 
Lords of the Treasury, Lords of the Admiralty, Commission- 
ers of Ciistoins, Conainissioiiers of Excise, Commissioners of 
Prizes, Tellers, Auditors, Eeceivers, Paymasters, Officers of 
the Mint, Officers of the household, Colonels of regiments. 
Captains of men of war, Governors of forts. We send up to 
'^Westminster, it was said, one of onr neighhonrs, an inde- 
pendent gentleman, in the Ml confidence that his feeKngs 
and interests are in perfect accordance with ours. We look 
to him to relieve ns from every burden except those bnrdens 
withont which the public service cannot be carried on, and 
which therefore, galling as they are, we patiently and reso- 
Intely bear. But, before he has been a session in Parliament, 
we leam that he is a Clerk of the Green Cloth or a Yeoman 
of the Eemoving W ardi'obe, with a comfortable salary. Nay, 
I' we sometimes leam that he has obtained one of those places 
in the Excheqner of which the emolnments rise and fall with 
the taxes which we pay. It would be strange indeed if onr 
interests were safe in the keeping of a man whose gains con- 
sist in a percentage on onr losses. The evil wonld be greatly 
diminished, if we had freqnent o|>portnnities of considering 
whether the powers of onr agent onght to be renewed or 
revoked. Bnt, as the law stands, it is not impossible that he 
may hold those powers twenty or thirty' years, WMle he 
""lives, and while either the King or the Queen lives, it is not 
likely that we shall ever again exercise onr elective franchise, 
unless there should be a dispute between the Court and the 
Parliament. The more profuse and obsequious a Parliament 
is, the less ; likely it is to give offence, to the Court. The 
worse onr representatives, therefore, the longer we are likely 
to he cursed with them. 

The outcry was loud. Odious nicknames .■ were given to 
the Parliament. Sometimes it was the .Officers’ Parliament : 
’\^ometimes it'..was the Standing Parliament, and was .p.ro- 
iioiinced to be a -greater nuisance than even a standing army. 

Two specifics for the distempers of the State' were strongly 
VOL. III. s s . 
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recommended, and divided tlie public favour. One was a law 
excluding placemen from tbe House of Commons. The other 
was a law liTniting the duration of Parliaments to three years. 

In general the Tory reformers preferred a Place Bill, and the^ 
Whig reformers a Triennial Bill : but not a few zealous 
of both parties were for trying both remedies. 

Before Christmas a Place Bill was laid on the table of the 
Commons. That Bill has been vehemently praised by writers 
who never saw it, and who merely guessed at what it con- 
tained. But no person who tahes the trouble to study the 
original parchment, which, embrovmed with the dust of a 
hundred and sixty years, reposes among the archives of tlie 
House of Lords, will find much matter for eulogy. 

About the manner in which such a bill should have been 
framed there wiU, in our time, be little difference of opinion® 
among enlightened Englishmen. They will agree iu thinking 
that it would be most pernicious to open the House of Com- 
mons to all placemen, and not less pernicious to close that 
House against all placemen. To draw with precision the 
line between those who ought to be admitted and those 
who ought to be excluded would be a task requiring much 
time, thought, and knowledge of details. But tlie general 
principles which ought to guide us are obvious. The multi- 
tude of subordinate functionaries ought to be excluded. A ' 
few functionaries, who are at the head or near the head of the 
great departments of the administration, ought to be admitted. 

The subordinate functionaries ought to be excluded, because 
their admission would at once lower the character of Parlia- 
ment and destroy the efficiency of every public office. They 
are now excluded; and the consequence is that the State 
possesses a valuable body of servants who remain unchanged 
while cabinet after cabinet is formed and dissolved, who 
instruct minister after minister in Ms duties, and with whSBf' 
it is the most sacred point of honour to give true information, 
advice, and strenuous assistance to their superior ibr 
the time bemg. To the experience, the ability, and the 
fi,delity of this class of men is to be attributed the ease and 
safety with wMch the direction of affairs has been many times, | 

within our own memory, transferred from Tories to YVliigs 
and from Whigs to Tories. But no such class would have ^ j| 
existed if persons who received salai-ies from the Grown had i* 
been suffered to sit without restriction in the House of Com-»''^l|| 
mons. Those commissionerships, assistant secretaryships, T 
cTiiftf clerksMps, which are now held for life by persons who | 
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stand aloof jfrom tlie strife of parties, would liaTe 'been be-* 
stowed' on members of Parliament wbo were serviceable to 
tbe government as voluble speakers or steady voters. As 
often as the ministry was changed, all this crowd of retainers 
p:'*'*woTild have been ejected from' office, and would have been 
I" succeeded by another set of members of .Parliament who. 
would probably have been ejected in their turn before they 
had half learned their business. Servility and corruption in 
the legislature, ignorance and incapacity in all the depart- 
mente of the executive administration, would have been the 
inevitable effects of such a system’. 

Still more noxious, if possible, would be the effects of a 
system under which all the servants of the Crown, without 
exception, should be excluded firom the House of Commons. 
•"^Aristotle has, in that treatise on government which is perhaps 
the most judicious and instructive of all his writings, left us 
a warning against a class of laws artfully framed to delude 
the vulgar, democratic in seeming, bnt the very opposite of 
democratic in effect.^' Had he had an opportunity of study- 
ing the history of the English constitution, he might easily 
have enlarged his list of such laws. That men who are in 
the service and pay of the Crown ought not to sit in an 
assembly specially charged with the duty of guarding the 
^ rights and interests of the community against all aggression 
on the part of the Crown is a plausible and a popular doctrine. 
Yet it is certain that if those who, five generations ago, held 
that doc^trine, had been able to mould the constitution accord- 
ing to their wishes, the effect would have been the depression 
of that branch of the legislature which springs from the people, 
and is accountable to the people, and the ascendency of the 
monarchical and aristoeratical elements of our polity. The 
government would have been entirely in patrician hands. The 
House of Lords, constantly drawing to itself the first abilities 
in the realm, would have become the most august of senates, 
while the House of Commons would have sunk almost to the 
rank of a vestry. Erom time to time undoubtedly men of com- 
manding genius and of aspiring temper would have made their 
appearance among the representatives of the counties and 
boroughs. But every such man would have considered the elec- 
tive chamber merely as a lobby through which he must pass 
to the hereditary chamber. The first object of his ambition 
^-Vfould have been that coronet without which he could not be 
powerftil in the state. As soon as he had shown that he could be 


^ See the Politics, iv. 13. 
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a formidaMe enemy and a valuable friend to the govemmerit^ 
he wotild have made haste to quit what would then have been 
in every sense the Lower House for what would then have 
been in every sense the Upper. The confliet between Wal- j 
pole and Pidteney, the'coMietbetween Pitt and Wox^ woni^^,’ 
have been transferred from the popular to the aristocratie : 
part of the legislature. On every great question^ foreign^ \ 
doxnestie^ or colonial, the debates of the nobles would have 
been impatiently expected and eagerly devoured. The report 
of the proceedhigs of an assembly containing no person em- i 
powered to speak in the name of the government, no person 
who had ever been in high political trust, wonld have been 
thrown aside with contempt. Even the control of the purse 
of the nation must have passed, not perhaps in form, but in 
substance, to that body in which would have been found evei'y" 
man who was qualified to bring forward a budget or explain 
an estimate. The country would have been governed by 
Peers ; and the chief business of the Commons would have 
been to wrangle about bills for the inclosing of moors and 
the lighting of towns. 

These considerations were altogether overlooked in 1692. 
ISTobody thought of drawing a line between the few ftmc- 
tionaries who ought to be allowed to sit in the House of 
Commons and the crowd of fanctionaries who ought to be 
shut out. The only line which the legislators of that day took 
paias to draw was between themselves and their successors. 
Their own interest they guarded with a care of which it seems 
strange that they should not have been ashamed. Every one 
of them was allowed to keep the places which he had got, 
and to get as many more places as he could before the next 
dissolution of Parliament, an event wliich might not happen 
for many years. But a member who should be chosen after 
the first of February 1693 was not to be permitted to acc^' 
any place whatever.^ 

In the House of Commons the bill went through all the 
stages rapidly and without a single division. But in the 
Lords the contest was sharp and obstinate. Several amend- 
ments were proposed ■ in committee ; btit all were rejected. 

The motion that the bill should pass was supported by Mul- I 
grave in a lively and poignant speech, which has been pre- I 
served, and which proves that Ms reputation for eloquence 
was not unmerited. The Lords who took the other side diif 
not, it should seem, venture to deny that there was an evil | 


* Tlie bill, mil. Ibe foiiiwl- among the arehms of the llonse of Lords. 
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wliieli rec[Tiired a remedy : Ibut tkey maintamed tliat tie pro- 
posed remedy would only aggrayate the eyil. The patriotic 
representatives of the people had devised a reform which 
.^^^might perhaps benefit the next generation : bnt they had 
carefully reserved to themselves the privilege of plundering 
the present generation. If this bill passed, it was clear that, 
while the existing Parliament lasted, the number of placemen 
in the House of Commons would be little, if at all, diminished ; 
and, if this bill passed, it was Hghly probable that the exist- 
ing Parliament would last till both King William and Queen 
Mary were dead. Por as, under this bill. Their Majesties 
Would be able to exercise a much gimter influence over 
the existing Parliament than over any future Parliament, 
they would naturally wish to put off a dissolution as long as 
, possible. The complaint of the electors of England was that 
now, in 1692, they were unfairly represented. It was not 
redress, but mockery, to tell them that their children should 
be fairly represented in 1710 or 1720. The relief ought to be 
immediate ; and the way to give immediate relief was to limit 
the duration of Parliaments, and to begin with that Parlia- 
ment which, in the opinion of the country, had aheady held 
power too long. 

* The forces were so evenly balanced that a very slight acci- 
dent might have turned the scale. When the question was 
put that the bill do pass, eighty-two peers were present. Of 
these forty-two were for the bill, and forty against it. Proxies 
were then called. There were only two proxies for the bill : 
there were seven against it : but of the seven three were ques- 
tioned, and were with difficulty admitted. The result was 
that the bill was lost by three votes. 

The majority appears to have been composed of moderate 
L-WHgs and moderate Tories. Twenty of the mmority pro- 
tested, and among them were the most violent and intolerant 
members of both parties, such as Warrington, who had nar- 
rowly escaped the block for conspiring against James, and 
Ailesbury, who afterwards narrowly escaped the block for 
conspiring against William. Marlborough, who since his 
imprisonment, had gone all lengths in opposition to the 
government, not only put his own name to the protest, but 
made the Prince of Denmark sign what it was altogether 
,5^ beyond the faculties of His Eoyal Highness to comprehend.* 
It is a remarkable circumstance that neither Caermarthen, 
the first in power as well as in abilities of the Tory ministers. 


^ Lords’ J oiiriials, Jan. 3. 169^, 
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nor Slirewsfciiry, tlie most distingnislied of those Whigs who 
were then on bad terms with the Courts was present on this 
important occasion. Their absence was in all probabiEty the 
effect of design; for both of them were in the House no long . 
time before and no long time after the division, 

A few days later Shrewsbury laid on the table of the Lords 
a bill for limiting the duration of Parliaments. By this bill 
it was provided that the Parliament then sitting should cease 
to exist on the first of January 1694, and that no future Par- 
liament should last longer than three years. 

Among the Lords there seems to have been almost perfect 
unanimity on this subject. William in vain endeavoiii'ed to 
induce those peers in whom he placed the greatest confidence 
to support his prerogative. Some of them thought the pro- - 
posed change salutary : others hoped to quiet the public mind 
by a liberal concession; and others had held such language 
when they were opposing the Place Bill that they could not, 
without gross inconsistency, oppose the Triennial Bill. The 
whole House too bore a grudge to the other House, and had a 
pleasure in putting the other House in a most disagreeable 
dilemma. Burnet, Pembroke, nay, even Caermarthen, who was | 
very little in the habit of siding with the people against the j 
throne, supported Shrewsbury. My Lord,’^ said the King r 4 
to Caermarthen with bitter displeasure, ^‘^yoii will live to re- ** 
pent the part which you are taking in this matter.^^* The 
warning was disregarded; and the bill, having passed the 
Lords smoothly and rapidly, was carried with great solemnity 
by two judges to the Commons. 

Of what took place in the Commons we have but very meagre 
accounts : but from those accounts it is clear that the Whigs, 
as a body, supported the bill, and that the opposition came 
chiefly from Tories. Old Titus, who had been a poIitician~i%„ 
the days of the Commonwealth, entertained the House with 
a speech after the pattern which had been fashionable in those 
days. Parliaments, he said, resembled the manna which God 
bestowed on the chosen people. They were exeeileiii while 
they were fresh ; bnt, if kept too long, they became noisome ; 
and foul worms were engendered by the comiption of that i 
which had been sweeter than honey. Several of the leading I 
Whigs spoke on the same side. ■ ^ymour, Pinch, and Tre- | 
denham, all stanch Tories, were vehement against the 

* Introdtiction to tte Copies and Leeds, pnHislied by His Grace’s Hirec* | 

tracts of some Letters written to and tion, 1710, I 

.from the Earl of Banby, .now Hn&e of ■. | 
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and even Sir Jolin Lowther on tMs point' dissented from Hs 
friend and patron Caermartlien. Some Tory orators appealed 
to a feeling wMcli was strong in. the Honse^ and which had^ 
• since the Eevolntion, prevented many laws, from passing. 
Whatever/ they saidj comes '.from the Peers is to be received 
with suspicion ; and the present bill is of such , a nature thatj, 
even if it were in itself ; good/ it ought to be at once rejected 
merely because it has been brought down from the.in. If 
their Lordships . were to send ns the. most judicious of : q 31 
money bills, should,, we not Met it to the door ? Yet to send 
ns a money bill would hardly be, a grosser affront than to send 
ns sneh a bill as this. They, have taJfcen .an initiative which, 
by every rule , of parliamentary conrtesy, ought to have been 
left 'to ns. . ' They .have sate^ in judgment on ns,noiivicted .ns, 
coiideimied ns to , , dissolution, , and fixed the ' first ' of .January , 
for the execution. Arewe to submit patiently to .so degrading , 
a sentence, .a sentence too passed by men who have not so 
coiidnctecl themselves as to have .acquired any .right to censure 
others ? Have they ever made any sacrifice of their own in- 
terest, of their own dignity, to the general .welfare ? ' .Have 
not excellent bills been lost because .we would not consent to 
insert in them clauses conferring new ^ privileges on the no- 
bility ? And, now 'that their, Lordships are bent on obtaining 
popularity,, do they propose to purchase it by, relinquishing, 
even the smallest of their own oppressive privileges ? ^ 
they seek to propitiate' the mnltitnde by a sacrifice which will’ 
cost themselves nothing, but which will 'cost us and- will cost 
the'*Crown dear. In' .such cireumstances it' is our duty Yo, re- , 
pel the insult which has been offered to. us, and., by doing .so,, 
to. vindicate .the lawM .prerogative of the King. 

Such topics as' . these were doubtless well qualified to inflame 
*^the passions of the House.', of Commons. ■■ The near prospect 
of a dissolution .could not be very agreeable. to a member 
whose election was likely to be contested. He must go through' 
all the miseries 'of a canvass, must shake hands with crowds 
of freeholders or freemen, must ask. after their, wives and chil- 
dren, must hire conveyances / for outvoters, must open ale- 
houses, must provide nioiiiitains of beef, must set rivers of ale 
^ running, and might perhaps, ' after- aU the drudgery and aU the 
expense, after being lampooned, hustled, pelted, find himself 
at the bottom of the poll, see his antagonists chaired, and sink 
half rained into obscurity. All this . evil he was now invited 
to bring on himself, and invited hy men .whose own seats in 
the legislative were permanent, who gave up neither dignity 
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CHAP, nor qiiiet^ neither power nor money^ bnt gained tlie praise of 
patriotism by forcing Mm to abdicate a Mgb. station^ to un- 
dergo harassing labour and anxiety, to mortgage Ms cornfields 
and to bew down Ms woods. There was naturally mnch irriT^ 
tation, more probably than is indicated by the dmsions. Tor 
the constituent bodies were generally delighted with the ME; 
and many members who disliked it were afraid to oppose it. 
The House yielded to the pressure of public opinion, but not 
without a pang and a struggle. The discussions in the com- 
mittee seem to have been acrimonious. Such sharp words 
passed between Seymour and one of the Whig members that 
it was necessary to pnt the Speaker in the chair and the mace 
on the table for the purpose of restoring order. One amend- 
ment was made. The respite which the Lords had granted 
to the existing Parliament was extended from the first of 
January to Lady Day, in order that there might be time for 
another session. The third reading was carried by two hun- 
dred votes to a hundred and sixty-one. The Lords agreed to 
the bin as amended ; and notMiig was wanting but the royal 
assent. Whether that assent would or would not be given 
was a question wMch remained in suspense tiE the last day 
of the session.* 

One strange inconsistency in the conduct of the reformers 
of that generation deserves notice. It never occurred to any 
one of those who were zealous for the Triennial Bill that every 
argument which could be urged in favour of that biE was an 
argument against the rules which had been fi*amed in old 
times for the purpose of keej)ing parEamentary deliberatipiis 
and divisions strictly secret. It is quite natimal that a 
government which withholds political privileges from the 
commonalty should withhold also political information. But 
nothing can be more irrational than to give power, and not to ^ 
give the knowledge without which there is the greatest risk 
that power wiE be abused. What could be more absurd than 
to caE constituent bodies frequently together that they might 
decide whether their representative had done liis duty by 
them, and yet strictly to interdict them from learning, on 
trustworthy authoiity, what he had said or how lie had voted ? 

, The absurdity however appears to have passed altogether un- 
challenged. It is HgHy probable that among the two hun- 
dred members of the House of Commons who voted for the 
third reading of the Triennial BEl there was not one who 

* Commons’ Journals ; Orey’ji Debates. The bill itself is among the arcliiTc-s 
of the House of Lords. 
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would tave kesitated akoiit sending to Newgate anj person CHAP. 
, wko kad dared to pnblisk a report of tke debate on tkat bill, 
or a list of tke Ayes and tke Noes. Tke tmtk is tkat tke 
- secrecy of parliamentary debates, a secrecy wkick would now 
be tkongkt a grievance more intolerable tkan tke Skipmoney 
or tke Star Ckamber, was tken inseparably associated, even in 
tke most konest and intelligent minds, witk constitutional 
freedom. A few old men still living could remember times 
wken a gentleman wko was Imown at WMtekall to kave let 
fall a skarp word against a court favourite would kave been 
brougkt before tke Privy Council and sent to tke Tower. 

Tkose times were gone, never to return. Tkere was no longer 
any danger tkat tke King would oppress tke members of tke 
legislature ; and tkere was muck danger tkat tke members of 
tke legislature migkt oppress tke peojde. Nevertkeless tke 
words Privilege of Parliament, tkose words wkick tke stem 
senators of tke preceding generation kad murmured wken a 
tyrant filled tkeir ckamber witk Ms guards, tkose words wkick 
a kundred tkousand Londoners kad skouted in Ms ears wken 
ke ventured for tke last time witkin tke walls of tkeir city, 
still retained a magical influence over ail wko loved liberty. 

If Was long before even tke most enligktened men became 
sensible tkat tke precautions wMck kad been originally de- 
vised for tke purpose of protecting patriots against tke dis- 
pleasure of tke Court now served only to protect syeopkants 
against tke displeasure of tke nation. 

It is also to be observed tkat few of tkose wko skewed at Tlie ffrst 
iMs time tke greatest desire to increase tke political power of 
tke people were as yet prepared to emancipate tke press from ditJcusMion 
tke control of tke government. Tke Licensing Act, wkick 
kad passed, as a matter of course, in 1685, expmed in 1693, tlie press, 
and was renewed, not kowever witkout an opposition, wkick, 
tkougk feeble wken compared witk tke magnitude of tke 
object in dispute, proved tkat tke public mind was beginning 
dimly to perceive kow closely civil freedom and jfreedom of 
conscience are connected witk freedom of discussion. 

On tke kistory of tke Licensing Act no preceding writer 
kas tkongkt it wortk wkile to expend any care or labour. Yet 
surely tke events wkick led to tke establiskment of tke liberty 
of tke press in England, and in all tke countries peopled by 
tke English race, may be tkougkt to kave as muck interest 
for tke present generation as any of tkose battles and sieges 
of wkick tke most^'^m details kave been carefully re- 
corded* ■■■ ' 
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Dtii’ing tlie first tliree years of Williaui^s reign scarcely a 
voice seems to tave been raised against tlie restrictions wMcli 
tbe law imposed on literatnre. Those restrictions were in 
perfect harmony with the theory of government held by the 
Tories, and were not, in practice, galling to the "Whigs. Sir 
Boger Lestrange, who had been licenser under the last two 
Kings of the House of Stuart, and who had shown as little 
tenderness to Exclusionists and Presbyterians in that cha-- 
racter as in his other character of Observator, was turned 
out of office at the Bevolution, and was succeeded by a Scotch 
gentleman, who, on account of his passion for rare boots, and 
his habit of attending all sales of libraries, was known in the 
shops and coffeehonses near Saint PauFs by the name of 
Catalogne Eraser. Eraser was a zealous Whig. By Wliig 
authors and publishers he was extolled as a most imjaai'tial 
and humane man. But the conduct wMch obtained their 
applause drew on him the abuse of the Tories, and was not 
altogether pleasing to his official superior Nottingham.* No 
serious difference however seems to have arisen till the year 
1692. Ill that year an honest old clergyman named Walker, 
who had, in the time of the civil war, been intimately ac- 
quainted with Doctor John Gauden, wrote a book which con- 
vinced all sensible and disxiassionate readers that Gauden, 
and not Charles the Eirst, was the antlior of the Icon 
Basilike. This book Eraser suffered to be printed. If he 
had authorised the publication of a work in which the Gos|>el 
of Saint John or the Epistle to the Eomans had been repre- 
sented as spurious, the indignation of the High Church party 
could hardly have been greater. The question was not 
literary, hut religious. Doubt was impiety. The Blessed 
Martyr was an inspired- penman, his Icon a supplementaiy 
revelation. One grave divine indeed had gone so far as to- 
propose that lessons taken ont of the inestimable little volume 
should be read in the churches, f Eraser found it necessary 
to resign his place ; and Nottingham appointed a gentleman 
of good Hood and scanty fortune, named Eclmiiiid Boliiin. 
This change of men produced an immediate and total change 
of system ; for Bohun was as strong a Tory as a conscientious 
man who had taken the oaths could possibly be. He had 
been , conspicuous as ,a persecutor of nonconformists and a 
champion, of the. doctrine of passive obedience. He had 

^ Dmaton’s hife and Errors. toto- in the Mgliesfe degree, cnrions and iiiter- 
Hograpliy of Edmxmd Bolinn,.-.-privatelj esfing; 
printed in 1853. : This antobiograpliy is, . f , Y<33:X?leri, 1680. 
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edited' Filiner’s absurd treatise on tbe origin of gOYeriunent, 
and bad written an answer to tbe paper wMcb. Algernon 
Sidney bad delivered to tbe Sheriffs on Tower BUI. Wor- did 
Bobun admit tbat^, in swearing allegiance to William and 
Mary, be bad done anything inconsistent with bis. old creed. 
Bor be bad succeeded in convincing bimself tbat tbey reigned 
by right of conquest^ and tbat it was tbe duty of an Inglisb- 
man to serve' them as faithfully as Daniel bad served Darius, 
or as Nehemiah had served Artaxerxes. This doctrine, what- 
ever peace it might bring to his own conscience, found little 
favour with any party. Tbe Whigs loathed it as servile ; tbe 
Jacobites loathed it as revolutionary. Great numbers of 
Tories bad doubtless submitted to William on tbe ground 
that he was, rightfully or wrongfully, King in possession; 
but very few of them were disposed to allow that his posses- 
sion had originated in conquest. Indeed the plea which had 
satisfied the weali and narrow mind of Bohun was a mere 
fiction, and, had it been a truth, would have been a truth not 
to be uttered by Engiislimen without agonies of shame and 
iiiortificatioix.^ He however clung to bis favourite whimsy 
with a tenacity which the general disapprobation only made 
more intense. His old friends, the steadfast adherents of 
indefeasible hereditary right, grew cold and reserved. He 
asked Sancroft’s blessing, and got only a sharp word and a 
black look. He asked Ken’s blessing; and Ken, though not 
much in the habit of transgressing tlie rules of Christian 
charity and courtesy, murmured somethiug about a little 
scribbler. Thus cast out by one faction, Bohun was not re- 
ceived by any other. He formed indeed a class apart : for 
he was at once a zealous Bilmerite and a zealous Williamite. 
He held that pure monarchy, not limited by any law or con- 
tract, was the form of government which had been divinely 
ordained. But he held that William was now the absolute 
monarch, who might annul the Great Chartei', abolish, trial 
by Jury, or impose taxes by royal proclamation, without for- 
feiting the right to be implicitly obeyed by Christian men. As 
to the rest, Bohun was a man of .some acuteness and learn- 
ing, contracted understanding, and. unpopular manners. He 


* Boliim was the aiitiior of the His- cause of war, he had; and that creates 
tor;f of the Desertion, piildished iimne- a right to the thing gained hy it. The 
diatcly after the Eeyoliition, In that Kinghy withdrawing and disbanding his 
work he propounded his favourite theory, army yielded him the throne ; and if he 
^‘ For my part,” he says, “ I am amazed had, withoiit any more ceremony, as- 
to see men scruple the submitting to the cended it, he had done no more tlian all 
presen tKing; for, if ever man had a just other princes do on the like occasions.” 


CHAR 
^ XIX. 


HISTOEY OF ENGiLA:N^I), 

had no sooner entered on Ms fanctions than all Paternoster 
Eow and Little Britain were in a ferment. The Whigs had^ 
under Eraser’s administrationj enjoyed almost as entire a 
liberty as if there had been no censorship. They were now 
as severely treated as in the days of Lestrange. A History 
of the Bloody Assizes was about to be published^ and was 
expected to have as great a run as the Pilgrim’s Progress. 
But the new licenser refused his Impriinatur. The book, 
he said, represented, rebels and schismatics as heroes and 
martyrs : and he would not sanction it for its weight in gold. 
A charge delivered by Lord Warrington to the grand jury of 
Cheshire was not permitted to appear, because His Lordship 
had spoken contemptuously of divine right and passive 
obedience. Julian Johnson found that, if he wished to 
promulgate his notions of government, he must again have 
recourse, as in the evil times of Hing James, to a secret 
press.'^ Such restraint as this, coming after several years of 
unbounded freedom, naturally produced violent exasperation. 
Some Whigs began to think that the censorship itself was a 
grievance : all Whigs agreed in iDronouiicing the new censor 
unfit for his post, and were |)repared to join in an effort to 
get rid of him. 

Of the transactions which terminated in Bohun’s dis- 
mission, and which produced the first parliamentary struggle 
for the liberty of unlicensed printing, we have accounts 
written by Bohun himself and by others: but there are 
strong reasons for believing that in none of those accounts 
is the whole truth to be found. • It may perhaps not be im- 
possible, even at this distance of time, to put together dis- 
persed fragments of evidence in such a maimer as to produce 
an authentic narrative wMch would have astonished the lui- 
fortunate licenser himself. 

There was then about town a man of good family, of some 
reading, and of some small literary talent, named Charles 
Blonnt.t Li politics he belonged to the extreme section of 
the Whig Party. In the days' of the Exclusion Bill he IukI 
been one of Shaffcesbmy’s brisk boys, and had, under the 
signature of Junius Brutus, magnified the viiiues. and public 
services of Titus Oates, and exhorted the Protestants to take 
signal vengeance on the Papists for the fire of London and 

* Character of Edmirnd Bohxm, 1692. But Dryclen’s jnclgrment was ])iasFt‘d ; for 

t Dayden, in his Iiife of Iincian, speaks Blount’s iii’St w'ork w'as a pamphlet hi 
in too iiigh terms of Blount's ahiiities. defence of the Conquest of Q-ranada. 


636 

CHAP. 

XIX. 


WILLIAM Am> MAEY. 


for tlie mnrder of Godfrey.^ As to the theological questions 
which were in issue hetween Protestants and Papists, Blomit 
was perfectly impartiaL He was an infidel, and the head of 
a small school of infidels who were tronbled with a morbid 
desire to mate converts. He translated from the Latin 
translation part of the Life of Apollonius of Tjana, and 
appended to it notes of which the flippant profaneness called 
forth the severe censure of an unbeliever of a very different 
order, the illustrious Bayle.f Blount also attacked Chris- 
tianity in several original treatises, or rather in several 
treatises purporting to be original ; for he was the most 
audacious of literary thieves, and transcribed, without ac- 
knowledgment, wliole pages from authors who had preceded 
him. His delight was to worry the priests by asking them 
how light existed before the sun was made, how Paradise 
could be bounded by Pison, Gihon, Hiddekel, and Euphrates, 
how serpents moved before they were condemned to crawl, 
and where Eve found thread to stitch her figleaves. To his 
speculations on these subjects he gave the lofty name of the 
Oracles of Eeason; and indeed whatever he said or wrote 
was considered as oracular by his disciples. Of those dis- 
ciples the most noted was a bad writer named Gildon, who 
lived to pester another generation with doggrel and slander, 
and whose memory is still preserved, not by his own volumi- 
nous works, but by two or three lines in which his stupidity 
and venality have been contemptuously mentioned by Pope. J 
Little as either the intellectual or the moral character of 
Blount may seem to deserve respect, it is in a great measure 
to him that we must attribute the emancipation of the Eng- 
lish press. Between him and the licensers there was a feud 
of long standing. Before the Eevolution one of his heterodox 
treatises had been grievously mutilated by Lestrange, and 
at last suppressed by orders from Lestrange^s superior the 
Bishop of London. § Bohun was a scarcely less severe critic 
than Lestrange. Blount therefore began to make war on the 
censorship and the censor. The hostilities were commenced 
by a tract which came forth without any license, and which 
was entitled A dust Vindication of Learning and of the 

* See his AjDpeal from the Country he was not competent to translate from 
to the City for the Preservation of His the Creek. 

Majesty’s Person, Liberty, Property, and | See Cildon’s edition of Blount’s 
the Protestant Eeligion. Works, 1695. 

t See the article on Apollonius in § Wood’s Athense Oxonienses, under 
Bayle’s Pietionaiy. I say that Blount the name Henry Blount (Charles 
made his translation from the Latin ; for Blouiit’s father) ; Lestrange’s Observatory 
his works contain abundant proofs that Ho. 290, 
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Liberty of tbe' Press^ by Pbilopatris,'^ : Wlioe¥er reads tMs 
piece^ /and is not aware that Blouat was one of the m 
scrupoloiis plagiaries that ever liYed, will be surprised to find^ 
mingled with the poor thoughts and poor words of a thirdrate 
pamphleteer, passages so elerated in sentiment and style that 
they would be worthy of the greatest name in letters. The 
truth is that the Just Vindication consists chiefly of garbled 
extracts from the Areopagitica of Milton. That noble dis- 
course had been neglected by the generation to which it was 
addressed, had simk into oblirion, and was at the mercy of 
every pilferer. The literary' workmanship of Blount resem- 
bled the architectural workmanship of those barbarians who 
used the Coliseum and the Theatre of Pompey as quanies, 
built hovels out of Ionian friezes and propped cowhouses on 
piUars of lazulite. Blount concluded, as Milton had con- 
cluded, by recommending that the law should be so framed 
as to permit any book to be printed without a license, pro- 
vided that the name of the author or publisher were regis- 
tered.! The Just Vindication was well received. The blow 
was speedily followed up. There still remained in the Areo- 
pagitica many fine passages which Blount had not used in 
his first pamphlet. Out of these passages he constructed a 
second pamphlet entitled ^Reasons for the Liberty of Un- 
licensed Printing.! To these Reasons he appended a post- 
script entitled A Just and True Character of Edmund Bohun. 
This Character was written with extreme bitterness. Pass- 
ages were quoted from the licenser’s writings to prove that 
he held the doctrines of passive obedience and noiiresistance. 
■He was accused of using his power systematically for the 
purpose of favouring the enemies and silencing the friends 
of the Sovereigns whose bread he ate; and it was asserted 
that he was the friend and the pupil of Ms predecessor Sir 
Roger. 

The Just and True Character of Bohuii could not be piib- 

^ This piece was reprinted by Gildon f I unhesitatingly attribute this pain- 
in 1695 among Blount’s Works. phlet to Blount, though it was not ;i*t> 

t That the plagiarism of Bloimt printed among his works by Gildon. Jf 
shoiild iiaTe been detected by few of bis Blount did not aetiiaJly write it, lie mmt 
contemporaries is not wonderful. But certainlybave superinUnded tin* vrrii in’g. 
it is wonderful that in the Biographia That two men of letters, acting without 
Britanniea his Just Vindication should concert, should bring out uitlzin a very 
be warmly extolled, without the slightest short time two treatises on tlie same sub- 
hint that everything good in it is stolen, jeet, one made out of one half cf tho 
The Areopagitiea is not the only work Areopagitica and the other made out of 
which he pillaged on this occasion. He the other half is incredible. Why Gil- 
took a splendid passage from Bacon don did not choose to reprint the second 
without acknowledgment. pamphlet will appear hereafter. 
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Icly sold; but it was widely .circulated. Wliile it was passing 
from hand to liand^ and while the Whigs were e¥ery where' 
exclaiming against the new censor, as a second Lestrange, he 
' was requested to . authorise the publication of an anonymous 

t -^-'worh entitled .King WiHiam and Queen Mary Conquerors.^' 
He readily and indeed eagerly complied. For there was 
between the doctrines which he had long professed and the 
doctrines which were propounded in this treatise a coinci-” 
dence so exact that many suspected him of being the author; 
nor was this susincion weakened by a passage in which a 
compHinent was paid to his political writings. But the real 
author was that Wery Blount who was, at ' that very time, 
labouring to inflame the public both against the Licensing 
Act and the licenser. Blount’s motives may easily be divined. 
His own opinions were diametrically opposed to those which, 
on this occasion, he put forward in the most offensive manner. 
It is therefore impossible to doubt that his object was to en« 
snare and to ruin Bohun. It was a base and wicked scheme. 
But it cannot be denied that the trap was laid and baited 
with much skill. The republican succeeded in |)ersonating a 
Mg^h Tory. The atheist succeeded in personating a high 
Chiirchman. The pamphlet concluded with a devout prayer 
that the God of light and love would open the understanding 

r and govern the will of Englishmen, so that they might see 
the things which belonged to their peace* The censor was in 
raptures. In every page he found his own thoughts expressed 
more plainly than he had ever expressed them. Hever before, 
in his opinion, had the time claim of their Majesties to 
obedience been so clearly stated. Every Jacobite who read 
this admirable tract must inevitably be conveitied. The non- 
jurors would flock to take the oaths. The nation, so long 
•divided, would at length be united. From these pleasing 
. ^ dreams Bohun was awakened by learning, a few hours after 
the appearance of the discourse which had charmed him, that 
the titlepage had set all London in a flame, and that the 
odious words, King William and Queen Mary Conquerors, 
had moved the indignation of multitudes who had never read 
further. Only four days after the publication he heard that 
the House of Commons had taken the matter up, that the 
book had been called by some members a rascally book, and 
that, as the author was unknown, the Seijeant at Arms was 

r ; in search of the licenser.f Bohun’s mind had never been 

^ Boliim’s A*atobiograpIij, 

t Bohun’s Aiitol}iogi’aphy ; Commons’ Joiirnals, Jaxi. 20. 169|, 
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strong ; and lie was entirely nnnerved and Ibewildeied by ilie 
fury and suddenness of tie storm wMcli bad burst upon Mm, 
He went to the House. Most of the members whom he met 
in the passages and lobbies frowned on him. When he was 
put to the bar, and, afrer three profound obeisances, ventured 
to lift Ms head and loot round him, he could read his doom 
in the angry and contemptuous looks which were cast on him 
from every side. He hesitated, blundered, contradicted him- 
self, called the Speaker My Lord, and, by his confased way of 
speaking, raised a tempest of rude laughter which confused 
him still more. As soon as he had withdrawn, it was un- 
animously resolved that the obnoMous treatise should be 
burned in Palace Yard by the common hangman. It •was 
also resolved, without a divisiQn, that the King should be 
requested to remove Bohun from the oflS.ce of licenser. The 
poor man, ready to faint with grief and fear, was conducted 
by the oflScers of the House to a place of confinement.* 

Bnt scarcely was he in his prison when a large hody of 
members clamorously demanded a more important victim. 
Burnet had, shortly after he became Bishop of Salisbury, 
addressed to the clergy of his diocese a Pastoral Letter, 
exhorting them to take the oaths. In one paragraph of tliis 
letter he had held language bearing some resemblance to that 
of the pamphlet wMch had just been sentenced to the flaiaes. 
There were indeed distinctions which a judicious and im- 
partial tribunal would not have failed to notice. But the 
tribunal before which Burnet was arraigned was neither judi- 
cious nor impartial. His faults had made him many enemies, 
and his virtues many more. The discontented Whigs com- 
plained that he leaned towards the Court, the Higli Church- 
men that he leaned towards the Dissenters; nor can it be 
supposed that a man of so much boldness and so little tact, 
a man so indiscreetly frank and so restlessly active, had”- 
passed through life without crossing the schemes and wound- 
ing the feelings of some whose opinions agreed mth liis. He 
was regarded with peculiar malevolence by Howe. Howe had 
never, even while he was in office, been in the habit of re- 
strahling Ms bitter and petulant tongue ; ond he had recently 
been' turned out of. office in a way wMeh had made Mm un- 
governably ferocious.. The history of Ms dismission is not 
accurately known : but there was no doubt that something 
had happened wMch had erueHy galed his temper. If nniiour 
could be trusted, he had fancied that Mary was in love with 

* Bolaun’s AtitoHograpliy j Coininoiis’- Journal Jan 20^ 21. 169|. 
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and liad aYailed liimself of an opportnnity wticli offered 
itself wMle lie waS' in attendance on her as Yiee Chamberlain 
to make some advances wliick had justly moYed her indigna- 
tiom Soon after he was discarded, he was prosecuted for 
haYing, in a fit of passion, beaten, one of Ms servants savagely 
within the verge of, the palace. . , He had pleaded guilty, .and 
had been iiardoned : bnt from tMs time he showed, on every 
occasion, the most rancorous personal ' hatred of his royal 
mistress, of her husband, and of all, who were favoured by 
either. ' It- was known fthat the Queen frequently consulted 
Burnet';., .and.. Howe was possessed with the belief that her', 
severity was to he imputed to -Burnet’s- influence.*- , How was ' 
the time to be revenged. In a long and elaborate speech the 
spiteful Whig,— for such he stil affected to be,— represented 
Burnet as a Tory of the worst class. ■' There ^ should, be a ■ 

law,” he said, making- it penal for- the clergy to introduce 
politics into their discourses. Formerly they sought to en- 
slave us by crying up the divine and indefeasible right of the 
hereditary prince. How they try to arrive at the same result 
by teUing us that we are a conquered people.”' It was moved 
that the Bishop should be imp.eaiched. ■.■" To--this motion there 
was an unanswerable objection, which , the -Speaker pointed 
out. The Pastoral Letter had been' written in 1689, and was 
therefore covered by the Act of Grace -wMch had been passed ^ 
in 1690. Tet a member was -not ashamed , to say, Ho 
matter: impeach him; and force Mm to plead the Act.” 
Few, however, were disposed .to take a course so unworthy of 
a House of Commons. Some wag cried' out, Burn it :; burn 
it;” and this bad pun ran along the, -benches, and was re- 
ceived with shouts .of laughter. It was moved, that the. 
Pastoral . Letter should be burned by the . common hangman. 
^A long and vehement debate followed. For , Burnet was a 
man warmly^ loved -as - well . as , warmly hated. , The ..great 
majority -of the Whigs stood' firmly by him; and his good 
nature and generosity had made him -friends even among the 
Tories. The contest- lasted' two days. Montague and Finch, 
.men of widely different opinions,-.- appear to have ' heeii fore- '. 
most among the Bishop’s champions. : An - attempt to get rid 
of the subject by moving the previous question- failed. At 
length the main question was put ; and the Pastoral Letter 
was condemned to the flames by a small majoiuty in a full 
’ house. The Ayes were a hundred and sixty-two ; the Hoes 

^ Oldmixon; Narcissus LiittreH’s Diary, Noy, and Dec. 1692; Burnet, ii. 334. | 
Boinm's Autobiogi'aphy. 
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a tirnSred and fifty-five.* 'Tlie general opinion^ at least of 
tlie capital^ seems to iiave been tliat Burnet was cruelly 
treated.t 

He was not natorally a" man of fine feelings : and tbe lifi^ 
wHcli.be had led had not tended, to mate them finer. He 
had been during many years a mart for theological and 
political animosity. Grave doctors had anathematised him : 
ribald poets had lampooned him : princes and ministers had 
laid snares for his life ; he had been long a wanderer and an 
exile, in constant peril of being kidnapped, struct in the 
boots, hanged, quartered. Yet none of these things had ever 
moved him. His selfconceit had been proof against ridietile, 
and his dauntless temper against danger. But on this occa- 
sion his fortitude seems to have failed him. To be stigma- 
tized hy the popular branch of the legislature as a teacher of 
doctrines so servile that they disgusted even Tories, to be 
joined in one sentence of condemnation with the editor of 
Bilmer, was too much. How deeply Burnet was wounded 
appeared many years later, when, after his death, his History 
of his Life and Times was given to the world. In that %vork 
he is ordinarily garrulous even to minuteness about all that 
concerns" himself and sometimes relates with amusing in- 
genuousness Ms own mistakes and the censures ■udiicli those 
mistakes brought upon him. But about the igiioiiiiiiious 
judgment passed by the House of Commons on liis Pastoral 
Letter he has preserved a most significant silence, f 

The plot which ruined Bohuii, though it did no honour to 
those who contrived it, produced important and salutary 
effects. Before the conduct of the unliiclvy licenser had been 
brought imder the consideration of Parliament, the Conimons 
had resolved, without any division, and, as far as appears, 
without any discussion, that the Act which subjected litera_-^ 
ture to a censorship should be contiiiiied. But the question 
had now assumed anew as|)eet j and the eontiniiatioii of the 
Act was no longer regarded as a matter of course. A feeling 

^ Orey^'s Debates ; CommoBs" Journals, my iirst setting out, of any Avriln* of rlio 
Jan. 21. 2?i. 169|; Boliun’s Aiitobio- ag-e, should be see Kcvc-rcIvtfiMted as an 
grapliy ; IienneCs Life and Eeigii.. of enemy to it, ,ihit tlir trnlli was the 
Iling William and Qrieen Many., ■ ■ Torycs nevcT liked me, and ilie Wliigos 

t “Most men pitting the. Bislxop.” — hated me breaiise I went nut iiilu theii' 
Buhim’s Autobiography. notions and passions. But evmi this, and 

I TheTote of the Commons is men." worse things tliat may happen to me 
tioned with much feeling in the memoirs shall not, I hope, bo able to make 
which Burnet wrote at the time. f*It me depart from moderafu principles and 
look’d/^ he says, ** somewhat extraordi- the jnst asserting the liberty of man- 
nary that I, who porhapps was the kindb — ^Burnet MS. Ilarl 6584. 
greatest assertor of pnbliek iiljerty, from 
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in faTOiir of tlie liberty of the press,' a feeling not yet, it is 
true, of wide extent or formidable ■intensity, began to show 
itself. The existing system, it was said, was prejudicial' both 
to coinmerce and to learning. Conld it be expected that any 
capitalist would adYance the funds necessary for a great 
liter^iy tindertaking, or that any scholar would, expend years 
of.,toil ,aiid research on such an tindertating, while it was. 
possible that, at the last moment, the caprice, the malice, the 
folly of one man might fimstrate. the whole design ? And 
was it certain that the law which so grievously restricted 
both the freedom of trade and the freedom of thonght had 
really added to the security of the State? Had not recent 
experience proved that the licenser might himself be an 
enemy of their Majesties, or, worse still, an absurd and per- 
verse fiiend ; that he might suppress a boot of which it wonld 
be for their interest that every house in the country should 
have a copy, and that he might readily give his sanction to a 
libel which tended to mate them hateful to their people, and 
whieli deserved to be torn and burned by the hand of Ketch? 
Had the government gained much by establishing a literary 
police which prevented Muglishmen from having the History 
of the Bloody Cfrcuit, and allowed them, by way of compen- 
sation, to read tracts which represented King William and 
Queen Mary as concpierors? 

Ill that age persons who were not specially interested in a 
public bill very seldom jietitioned Pailiament against it or 
for it. The only petitions therefore which were at this con- 
juncture presented to the two Houses, against the censorship 
came from booksellers, bookbinders, and printers.* But the 
opinion which these classes expressed was certainly not, con- 
fined to them. , , 

Tlie law which was about to expire had lasted eight years. 
It was renewed for only two years. It appears, from an 
entry in the Journals of the Commons which unfortunately 
is defective, that a division took place on an amendment. about 
the nature of which we are left entirely in, the dark. The 
votes were ninety-nine to eighty. In. the: Lords it was pro-, 
posed, according to the suggestion- offered fifty years before 
by Milfoil and stolen from him by. Blount, to exempt fi'om 
the authority of the licenser every book - which bore the name 
of an author or publisher. This amendment was rejected ; 
and the bill passed, but not. . without a "protest signed by 
eleven peers, who declared that ..they:. could not think it for 


^ Commons’ Journals, 27. 1691 ; bords’ Journals, Mar. 4. 
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tlie piiHic iiiterest to sxil)ject all learning and true informa- 
tion to the arbitrary mil and pleasure of a mercenary and 
perhaps ignorant licenser. Among those who protested were 
Halifax, Shrewsbury, and Mnlgrave, three noblemen belong-^ 
ing to different political parties, but all distinguished by their 
Kterary attainments. It is to be lamented that the signatures 
of Tillotson and Burnet, who were both present on that day, 
should be wanting. Dorset was absent.* 

Blotmt, by whose exertions and machinations the opposition 
to the censorship had been raised, did not Mto to see that 
opposition successful. Though not a very young man, he 
was possessed by an insane passion for the sister of his de- 
ceased wife. Having long laboured in vain to convince the 
object of his love that she might lawfully marry him, he at 
last, whether from weariness of life, or in the hope of 
touching her heart, inflicted on himself a wound of which, 
after languishing long, he died. He has often been mentioned 
as a blasphemer and selfmurderer. But the important service 
which, by means doubtless most immoral and dishonourable, 
he rendered to his country, has passed ahnost unnoticed, t 
Late in this busy and eventful session the attention of the 
Houses was called to the condition of Ireland. The govern- 
ment of that kingdom had, during the six months which 
followed the surrender of Limerick, been in an iiiisettled 
state. It was not till those Irish troops who adhered to 
Sarsfield had sailed for France, and till those who had made 
their election to remain at home had been disbanded, that 
William at length put forth a proclamation solemnly an- 
nouncing the termination of the civil war. From the hos- 
tility of the aboriginal inhabitants, destitute as they now 
were of chiefs, of arms, and of organisation, nothing was to 
be apprehended beyond occasional robberies and nimders. 
But the warery of the Irishry had scarcely died away when 

* Lords’ Journals, Mareh 8. 169|. portimities of obtaining accurate infor- 

f In the article on Bloimt in the mation, asserts that Bloiiiit, “ being in 
Biographia Britanniea he is ejitolleclas love with a near kiiisw^oman of his, and 
having borne a principal share in the rejected, gave hiniself a stab in the arm, 
emancipation of the press. But the as protending tu kill himself, uf the 
•writer was very imperfectly infoimied consequence of which he r^'a! ly tlitsl.” — 
as to the feets. Note on the Epilogue to the Satires, 

' It is strange that the circumstances of Dialogue I. Warbukon, who Iiad lived, 
Bloimt’s death should be so uncertain, first -with the heroes of the Dundad.uiui 
That he died of a wound inflicted by his then with the most eminonr. men of 
own hand, and that he languished long, letters of his time, ouirht to luive kno-wn 
are undisputed facts. The common story the truth ; and Warbiirtom Isy his silt-nce, 
was that he shot himself ; and Karcissus conflrins Pope's assertion. GOdoif s rhap- 
Luttrell, at the time, made . an entry to sod j about the death of his friend will 
this effect in his Diary. On the other suit either story equally, 
hand, Pope, who had the very best op- 
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tlie mumaiirs of tlie EngKsliry began to be beard. Coningsby 
■was during some montbs at tbe bead of tbe administration. 
He soon made bimself in tbe highest degree odious to the 
dominant caste. He was an unprincipled man : be was in- 
satiable of riches ; and he was in a situation in which riches 
were easily to be obtained by an xmprincipled man. Immense 
sums of money, immense quantities of military stores, had 
been sent over from England. Immense confiscations were 
taking place in Ireland. Tlie rapacious governor had daily 
opportunities of embezzling and extorting; and of those 
opportunities he availed himself without scruple or shame. 
This however was not, in the estimation of the colonists, his 
greatest offence. They might have pardoned his covetous- 
ness: but they could not pardon the clemency which he 
showed to their vanquished and enslaved enemies. His 
clemency indeed amounted merely to this, that he loved 
money more than he hated Papists, and that he was not 
iinwilling to sell for a high price a scanty measui'e of justice 
to some of the oppressed class. Unhappily, to the ruling 
minority, sore from recent conflict and drunk with recent 
Victory, the subjugated majority was as a drove of cattle, or 
rather as a pack of wolves. Man acknowledges in the in- 
ferior animals no right inconsistent with his own convenience; 
and as man deals with the inferior animals the Cromwellian 
thought himself at liberty to deal with the Homan Catholic. 
Coningsby therefore drew on himself a greater storm of ob- 
loquy by his few good acts than by his many had acts. The 
clamour against him was so violent that he was removed ; 
and Sidney went over, with the fall power and dignity of 
Lord Lieutenant, to hold a Parliament at Dublin.* 


^ Tile charges brought against Con- 
in gsby be found in the Journals of 
the two Houses of the English Parlia- 
ment. Those charges were, after the 
lapse of a quarter of a century, versified 
by Prior, whom Coningsby had treated 
with great insolence and harshness. I 
will quote a few' stanzas. It will be seen 
that the poet condescended to imitate 
the style of the street ballads. 

Of Nero, tyrant, petty king, 

Who Iicretotbre did reign 
In famed Hibernia, I will sing, 

And in a ditty plain, 

“ The articles recorded stand 
Against this peerless peer ; 

Search bat the arehiyes of the land, 

Xou‘11 find them written there.’* 

The story of Gaffney is then related. 
Coningsby s peculations are described 
thus : 


“ Vast quantities of stores did he 
Embezzle and purloin ; 

Of tbe King’s stores he kept a key, 
Conyerting them to coin. 

“ The forfeited estates also. 

Both real and personal, 

Did with the stores together go, 

. Fierce Cerberus swallow’d all.” 

The last charge is the favour shown 
the Boman Catholics : 

‘‘ Nero, without the least disguise, 

The Papists at all times 
Still fayour’d, and their robberies 
Look’d on as trivial crimeB. 

“ The Protestants whom they did rob 
During Ms goyernment, 

■Were forced -with patience, like good Job, 
To rest themselyes content. 

“ For he did basely them refuse 
All legal remmy ; 

Tlie Bomans still he well did use, 

Still screen’d their roguery,” 
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, , .Blit tiie:' easy temper and graceM manners of Sidney failed 
. to produce conciliatory effect.' He does not.. indeed appear: 

. , to taye Ibeen greedy of unlawftil gain. But lie did not restrain^ 
. '/witli a sufficiently firm Band the crowd of subordinate func-' 
tionaries. wlioin Coningsby’s. example and protection liad eii- 
.conraged to .plunder the public and to sell their good offices 
to suitors. Hor was the new Yiceroy of a temper to bear 
hard on the feeble remains of the native aristocracy. He 
therefore speedily became an object of suspicion and aversion 
to the Anglosaxon settlers. His first act was to send out the 
writs for a general election. The Eoman Catholics had been/ 
excluded fi*om every municipal corporation : but no law had 
yet deprived them of the county franchise. It is probable 
however that not a single Eoman Catholic freeholder ventured 
to approach the hustings.- ■ ■ The members chosen were^ with 
scarcely an exception, .men animated by the spirit of' Ennis- 
killen and Londonderry, a spirit eminently heroic in times of 
distress and peril, but too often crnel and imperious in the 
season of prosperity and power. They detested the civil 
treaty of Limerick, and were indignant when they learned 
tliat the Lord Lieutenant fully expected from theiii .a par- 
liamentary ratification of that odious contract, a contract 
which gave a licence to the idolatry of the mass, and wlii,ch 
prevented good Protestants from riiiiiiiig their Popish neigh- 
bours by bringing civil actions for injuries done during the 
war.* 

On the fifth of October 1692 the Parliament met at Dub- 
lin in Chichester House. It was very differently composed 
fr’om the assembly which had borne the same title in 
1689. Scarcely one' x>eer, not one member of the House of 
Commons, who had sate at the Hiiig’s Lm, was to be seen. 
To the crowd of O’s and Macs, descendants of the old 
princes of the island, had succeeded men whose names in- 
dicated a Saxon origin. A single 0, an ai>ostate from the 
faith of his fathers, and three' Macs, evidently emigrants 
from Scotland, and probably Presbjfteriaiis, had seats in 
the assembly. 

: The Parliament, thus comjiosed, had then less than the 
powers ,.of the Assembly of Jamaica or of the Assembly of 
l%giuia. Hot only' was the legislature which sate at Dublin 
subject to the absolute control of the legislature which sate 
at Westminster ; ' but a law passed in the fifieeiitli century, 


* An Account of the Sessions:-.. of Parliament in Irelaml, 1€?02, Lontloiij 161)3. 
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during tlie administration of tlie Lord Deputy Poyiiings, and 
called by Ms name, liad- provided tliat ixo bill 'wiiicli liad not 
been considered and approved by the Privy Council of Eng- 
land ' should be , brought into either House in Iinlandj and 
that every bill so considered and approved should be either 
passed withoiit amendment or rejected/^ ; ■ 

The session opened' with a solemn recognition of the 
paramoimt authority of the mother country* The Commons 
ordered them clerk to read to them the English Act which 
rec|uired them tO' take the Oath of Supremacy and to sub- 
scribe the Declaration against Transubstantiatioii. Having 
heard the Act read, they immediately |>roceeded to. obey it* 
Addresses rvere then voted which expressed the warmest 
gratitude and attachment to the Eing. Two members, ■who 
had been untrue to the Protestant and English interest 
during the troubles, were expelled. Supplies, liberal when 
eoinpared with the resoiuces of a country devastated by years 
of predatory war, were voted with eagerness. But the biU for 
confirming the Act of Settlement was thought to be too favour- 
able to the., native gentry, and, as it' could not be amended, 
was 'With little ceremony rejected. . A Committee of the whole 
House resolved that the unjustifiable indulgence with which 
the Irish had been treated since the battle of the Boyne was 
one of the chief causes of the misery of the kingdom. A 
Committee of Grievances sate daily till eleven in the evening; 
and the proceedings of this inquest greatly alarmed ' the 
Castle. Many instances of ■ gross venality and knavery on 
the part of men high in office were brought to light, and 
many instances also of what was then thought a criminal 
lenity towards the subject nation. This Papist had been 
allowed to enlist in the army ; that Papist had been allowed 
to keep a gun : a thii’d had too good, a horse : a fourth had 
been protected against Protestants who -wished to bring 
actions against him for wrongs committed during the years 
of confusion. The Lord Lieutenant, having obtained , nearly 
as much money as ho could expect, determined to put an end 
to these imijleasant inquiiies. , He knew, 'however, that if lie 
quarrell..ed with the Parliament, for treating either peculators 
or Papists with severity,, he should have little support' in' 
England. He therefore looked out for a pretext, and was 
fortunate enough to find one. The Commons had passed 
a vote wHch might with some plausibility be represented as 

^ This Act is 10 H. 7. c. 4. It was fxplamedhy another Act, 3 & 4 P. & M. e. 4. 
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incoiisisteiit with tlie Poynings statute. Jjiy tiling wMcli 
looked like a violation of that great fundamental law was 
likely to excite strong disapprobation on the other side of 
Saint George’s Channel. The Viceroy saw his advantage 
and availed himself of it. He went to the chamber of the 
Lords at Chichester House^, sent for the OommonSj repri- 
manded them in strong language, charged them with un- 
dutifully and ungratefully encroaching on the rights of the 
mother country, and put an end to the session.* 

Those whom he had lectured withdrew full of resentment. 
The imputation which he had thrown on them was unjust. 
They had a strong feeling of love and reverence for the land 
from which they sprang, and looked with confidence for 
redress to the supreme Parliament. Several of them went 
to London for the purpose of vindicating themselves and of 
accusing the Lord Lieutenant. They were favoured with a 
long and attentive audience, both by the Lords and by the 
Commons, and were requested to put the substance of what 
had been said into writing. The humble language of the 
petitioners, and their protestations that they had never 
intended to violate the Poynings statute, or to dispute the 
paramoimt authority of England, effaced the impression 
which Sidney’s accusations had made. Both Houses ad- 
dressed the Eing on the state of Ii*eland. They censiued no 
delinquent by name : but they expressed an opinion that 
there had been gross maladministration, that the public had 
been plundered, and that the Eomaii Catholics had been 
treated with unjustifiable tenderness. WUliaio. in reply pro- 
mised that what was amiss should be corrected. His friend 
Sidney was soon recalled, and consoled for the loss of the 
viceregal dignity with the lucrative place of Master of the 
Ordnance. The government of Helaiid was for a time en-“ 
trusted to Lords Justices, among whom Sir Hemy Capel, a 
zealous Whig, very little disposed to show indulgeiice to 
Papists, had the foremost place. 

The prorogation drew nigh 5 .and still the fate of the Tii- 

, ^ The history of this session I have the goTemment faTOurecl the Irish too 
taheii from r he Journals of the Irish much: some said this was the eftect of 
Lords and Commons, from the narratives hriberj. whereas otlnrs thought it was 
laid in writing before the English Lords necessary to keep them safe from the 
and Commons by members of the Par- prosecutions of t!ie English, wdio hated 
liainent of Ireland, and from a pamphlet them, and were miieli sharpened against 
entitled a Short Account of the Sessions them. . . . There were a iso great com - 
of Parliament in Ireland, 1602, London, plaints of an ill administration, chiefly 
1603, Burnet seems to me '-to have ■ •.in the rerenue, in the pay of the army, 
taken a correct view of the .dispute',; and in the embezzling of kores” 
ii 118. ** The English in Ireland thought 
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emiial BiU m of the ablest ministers 

thought the bill a good one; and, even had they thought it 
a bad one, they would probably have tried to dissuade their 
master from rejecting it. It was impossible, however, to 
remove from his mind the impression that a concession on 
this point would seriously impair his authority. Not relying 
Oil the Judgment of his ordinary advisers, he sent Portland to 
ask the opinion of Sir William Temple. Temple had made a 
retreat for himself at a place called Moor Park, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Parnham. The country round his dwelling was 
almost a wilderness. His amusement during some years had 
been to create in the waste what those Dutch burgomasters, 
among whom he had passed some of the best years of his life, 
would have considered as a paradise. His hermitage had 
been occasionally honoured by the presence of the King, who 
had from a boy known and esteemed the author of the Triple 
Alliance, and who was well pleased to find among the heath 
and furze of the wilds of Surrey, a spot which seemed to be 
paii of Holland, a straight canal, a terrace, rows of clipped 
trees, and rectangular beds of flowers and potherbs. 

Portland now repaired to this secluded abode and consulted 
the oracle. Temple was decidedly of opinion that the bill 
ought to pass. He was apprehensive that the reasons which 
led him to form this opinion might not be fully and correctly 
reported to the King by Portland, who was indeed as brave a 
soldier and as trusty a friend as ever lived, whose natural 
abilities were not inconsiderable, and who, in some depart- 
ments of business, had great experience, but who was very 
imperfectly acquainted with the history and constitution of 
England. As the state of Sir William^s health made it im- 
possible for him to go himself to Kensington, he determined 
to send his secretary thither. The secretary was a poor 
scholar of four or five and twenty, under whose plain garb 
and ungainly deportment were concealed some of the choicest 
gifts that have ever been bestowed on any of the children of 
men, rare powers of observation, brilliant wit, grotesque 
invention, humour of the most austex’e flavour, yet exquisitely 
delicious, eloquence singularly pure, manly, and perspicuous. 
This young man was named Jonathan - Swift. He was bom 
in Ireland, but would have thought himself insulted if he 
had been called an Irishman.. He was. of unmixed English 
blood, and, through life, regarded the aboriginal population 
of the island in which he first drew -breath as an alien and a 
servile caste. He had in the late reign kept terms at the 
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CHAF; Fmversity of Dublin^ biit /tad been distingiiislied tiere 
JE^L-^Vby . Ms irre^^ 'and bad with difficulty ■ oMaiiierl bis 
; degree. ^ At tbe time of tbe Eevolntion, be bad, with many 
; . .' . /tbonsarids of bis fellow colonists, taken refuge in tbe inotbeiT^* 
conntry from tbe violence of Tyrconnel, and bad been so for- 
' . .tnnate as to obtain shelter at' Moor Parb.*^ Por that shelter, 
however, be bad to pay a heavy price. He, was thought to 
be sufficiently remunerated for bis services with twenty 
pounds a year and bis board. He diiied at tbe second table. ■ 
Sometimes, indeed, when better company was not to be bad, 
be was: boiioui’ed by being invited to play at cards with Ms 
patron; and, on such occasions. Sir William was so generous ^ 
as , to give bis antagonist a- little silver to begin witb.t The 
Mimble student would not have dared to raise bis eyes to a 
lady of family : but, when be bad become a clergyman, bo 
began, after the fashion of the clergymen of that generation, 
to make love to a pretty waitingmaid, who was the chief 
ornament of tbe servants’ ball, and whose name is inseparably 
associated with bis in a sad and mysterious history. 

Swift many years later confessed some part of wliat lie felt 
when be found himself on bis way to Court. His spirit bad 
been bowed down, and might seem to have been broken, by 
calamities and humiliations. Tbe language wMcb be was in 
tbe habit of bolding to bis patron, as far as we can judge from 
the specimens which still remain, was that of a lacqiiej", or 
rather of a beggar. J A sbar|) word or a cold look, of the 
master sufficed to make the servant miserable during several 
days.§ But this tameness was merely tbe tameness with 
which a tiger, caught, caged, and starved, submits to the 
keeper who brings him food. Tbe bumble menial was at 
heart tbe haughtiest, the most aspiring, tbe most vindictive, 
tbe most despotic of men. And now at length a great, a ^ 
boundless prospect was opening before him. To Willinm he 
was already slightly known. At Moor Park the Knig bad 
sometimes, when bis host was confined by gout to an easy 
chair, been attended by the secretary about tbe gi’oiiiitls. 

. His majesty bad condescended to teach Ms companion the 
. Dutch way of cutting and eating asparagus, and bad gracdoiisly 
• asked whether Mr. Swift would ,like to have a captain’s com- 
, mission in a cavaby regiment. But now for the first time 
. , , the, young man was .to stand in tbe royal presence as a 



^ As fco Swift’s extraction and earij. | See Swift’s Iit'tter to Temple of Oct. 
life, see the Anecdotes written by himself. 6. 1694. 

, t Journal to Stella, Letterilii. '| Juurmii to Stella, Letter xix. 
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counsellor. He was admitted into tlie closet^ delivered a CHAR 
letter . Temple, . and explained and enforced, tlie argti- ; > 

inents wMcli that letter contained, concisely, but doubtless 
*\dth clearness' and ability. There was, he said, no reason to 
* tliiiilr that, short .Parliaments would be more disj)osed than, 
long, Parliaments to e.iicroach on the jnst, prerogatives of the. 

Grown, In .fact the Paiiianient which had, in the preceding 
generation, waged war against a king, led' him captive, sent 
him to prison, to the bar, to the scaffold, was known in onr 
annals as emphatically the Long Parliament. Hever would 
such disasters have befallen the monarchy but for the fatal 
' law which secured that assembly from dissolntion.*^ In this 
. . reasoning there was, it must be owned, a flaw which a man 
less slmewd than ’William might easily detect. That ’.one' 
restriction of the royal prerogative had been mischievons did ' 
not prove that another restriction would be saintary. It by 
no means followed, because one sovereign had been mined by 
being unable to get rid of a hostile Parliament, that another 
sovereign might not be ruined by being forced to part with 
a friendly Parliament. . To , the great mortification of the 
a...iiiba,,ssador5 his argninents failed. to. shake, the King’s reso- 
^ liitioii. On the fourteenth of March the Commons were, 
s'liixmioned to tlie Upper House : the title of the Triennial 
Bill was read ; and it was annomiced, after the ancient form, 
that the King and Queen would take the matter into their 
consideration. The Parliament was' then prorogued. ■ 

Soon after the prorogation William set out for the Conti* Ministerial 
iient. It was necessary that, before his departure, he should 
make some important changes. He was resolved not to 
discard Kottinghain, on whose integrity, a virtue rare among 
English statesiiieii, ■ he placed a well founded reliance.' Tet, 
if Kottinghaiii remained Secretary of State, it was impossible 
to employ Bussell at sea. Bussell, though much mortified, 
was induced to accept a lucrative place in the household;; 
and two naval officers of great note in their profession, 
Ei,llegrew and Delaval, were placed at the Board of Admiralty 
and entrusted with the command .of the , Channel Fleet. f 
Tliese amuigements caused much murmuring' among the 
Wliigs : for Killegrew and. Delaval were certainly Torie.s, and 
^ were by many suspected of being Jacobites. But other pro-. . 
motions which took place at the same time proved that , the 
King wished to bear himself evenly between the hostile 
factions. Nottingham had, during a , year,'' been the sole 


* Swift's Anecdotes. 
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CHAP. ' Seeretary of State. He was now Joined witli, a colleague in 
whose society lie imist liave felt Mmself very ill at ease, Joliii 
Trencliard. Trencliard belonged to tlie extreme section of 
tbe Wbig party. He was a Taunton manj animated by tbat' r. 
spirit wMcb bad, during two generations, peculiarly dis- 
tingnisbed Taunton. Hebad,intbedaysofPopebumingsand 
of Protestant flails, been one of tbe renowned Crreen Eiband 
Club: be bad been an active member of several stormy Par- 
liaments : be bad brought in tbe first Exclusion Bill : be bad 
been deeply concerned in tbe plots formed by tbe chiefs of 
tbe opposition: be bad fled to tbe Continent: be bad been 
long an exile ; and be bad been excepted by name from the 
general pardon of 1686. Though bis life bad been passed in 
turmoil, bis temper was naturally calm : but be was closely ^ 
connected with a set of men whose passions were far fiercer 
than bis own. He bad married tbe sister of Hugh Speke, 
one of tbe falsest and most mabgnant of the libellers who 
brought disgrace on tbe cause of constitutional freedom. 
Aaron Smith, tbe solicitor of tbe Treasury, a man in whom 
tbe fanatic and tbe pettifogger were strangely united, 
possessed too much influence over tbe new SecretaiT-, with 
whom be bad, ten years before, discussed plans of rebellion 
at tbe Eose. Why Trencbard was selected in preference to 
many men of higher rank and greater ability for a post of tbe 
first dignity and importance, it is difficult to say. It seems 
however that, though be bore tbe title and drew the salary of 
Secretary of State, be was not trusted with any of the graver 
secrets of State, and that be was little more than a superin- 
tendent of pobce, charged to look after the printers of un- 
licensed books, tbe pastors of nonjuring congregations, and 
tbe haunters of treason taverns.* 

Another Whig of far higher character was called at tbe 
same time to a far higher place in tbe administration. 
Tbe Great Seal bad now been four years in commission. 
Since Maynard’s retirement, tbe constitution of tbe Couift of 
Chancery bad commanded bttle respect. Trevor, who was 
tbe Pirst Commissioner, wanted neither paids nor learning: 
but bis integrity .was with .good reason suspected; and tie 
duties, which, as Speaker of tbe House of Conmions, be bad 
, to perform during four or five months in tbe busiest part of 
, . .every year, made it impossible for him to be an efficient judge 
in equity. The suitors complamed that they bad to wait a 

* Burnet-, ii.:, 108., and Speakep On- Horrid Conspiracy; Letter to Trencliard, 
.ilow’s Hote ; Sprat^s Trae Account of the ' 1694, 


WILLIAM AND MAEY. 


653 


most •mreasoiiable time for judgment, and tbat, wten, after 
long delay, a judgment had been pronounced, it was very 
lively to be reversed on appeal. Meanwhile there was no 
' minister of justice, no great functionary to whom it especially 

"^belonged to advise the King as to the appointment of Judges, 
of Counsel for the Crown, of Justices of the Peace.’"^ It was 
Imown that William was sensible of the inconvenience of 
this state of things ; and, during several months, there had 
been flying rumours that a Lord Keeper or a Lord Chancellor 
would soon be appointed, f The name most frequently men- 
tioned was that of hTottingham. But the reasons which had 
prevented him from accepting the Great Seal in 1689 had, 
since that year, rather gained than lost strength. William 
at length fixed his choice on Somers. 

Somers was only in his forty-second year ; and five years 
had not elapsed since, on the great day of the trial of the 
Bishops, his powers had first been made known to the world. 
Prom that time his fame had been steadily and rapidly rising. 
Neither in forensic nor in parliamentary eloquence had he 
any siq^erior. The consistency of his public conduct had 
gained for him the entire confidence of the Whigs; and the 
urbanity of his manners had conciliated the Tories. It was 
_ not without great reluctance that he consented to quit an 
assembly over which he exercised an immense influence for an 
assembly where it would be necessary for him to sit in silence. 
He had been but a short time in great practice. His savings 
were small. Not having the means of supporting a here- 
ditary title, he must, if he accepted the high dignity which 
was offered to Mm, preside during some years in the Upper 
House without taking part in the debates. The opinion of 
others, however, was that he would be more useful as head of 
.^the law than even as head of the WMg party in the Com- 
nions. He was sent for to Kensington, and called into the 
Council Chamber. Caermarthen spoke in the name of the 
King. Sir John,^’ he said, it is necessary for the public 
service that you should take this charge upon you ; and I 
have it in command from His Majesty to say that he can 
admit of no excuse.” Somers submitted. The seal was 
delivered to him, with a patent wMch entitled him to a 
pension of two thousand a year from the day on which he 
should quit Ms office ; and he was immediately sworn in a 
Privy Coiiiicinor and Lord Keeper.|': 

* Burnet, ii. 107* . - 'f, London 'Gf-azette, 'March 27. 1693; 

f These rimiotirs are more than once Narcissus LnttrelFs Diarj. 
mentioned in Narcissus Lnttreli’s Diarj, . ... . 
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The King 
goes to 
Holland. 

A session 
of parlia- 
ment in 
ScotiandL 


The ;G-a 2 ette which, aimomced these changes m the at. , 
■ministration^ the King’s departnre. ■ .He^s^ 

Ofit for Holland on the twenty-fourth of March. 

He left orders that the Estates of Scotland should, aftoi^ 
recess of more than two years and a half, he again called t 
gether. Hamilton, who had lived many months in retin 
ment, had, since the fall of MelviUe, been reconciled to tl 
Gonrt, and now consented to qnit his retreat, and to occii| ^ 
Holyrood House as Lord High Commissioner. It was neces- 
sary that one of the Secretaries of State for Scotland should 
be in attendance on the King. The Master of Stair ha 
therefore gone to the Continent. His coUeagne, Johnstone, 
was chief manager for the Crown at Edinburgh, and was 
charged to correspond regularly with Carstairs, who nev^i 
quitted William.^ 

It might naturally have been expected that the session 
would be turbulent. The Parliament was that very Parlia- 
ment which had, in 1689, passed, by overwhelming majorities, 
all the most violent resolutions which Montgomery and hi? 
club could frame, which had refused supi)lies, which had 
proscribed the ministers of the Grown, which had closed tb 
Courts of Justice, which had seemed bent on turning Sco’^' 
land into an oligarchical republic. In 1090 the Estates ha 
been in a better temper. Yet, even in 1690, they had, whc 
the ecclesiastical polity of the realm, was under consideratioj 
paid little deference to what was well laiown to be the 
wish. They had abolished patronage : they had sanctioned tht 
rabbling of the Episco|)al clergy ; they had refused to pass a 
Toleration Act. It seemed likely that they would still be 
fomid unmanageable when questions touching religion came 
before them ; and such questions it was uiifortimately neces- 
sary to bring forward. William had, during the recess, at 
tempted to persuade the General Assembly of the Church tc'* 
receive into communion snch of the old curates as should 
subscribe the Confession of Eaith and should submit to the 
g’overmnent of Synods. But the attempt had failed ; and tlic 
Assembly had consequently .been dissolved by the repre.^en 
tative of the King. Uiihaiipily, the Act wiiicli esiablislii‘d 
.the Presbjd;erian polity had not defined the extent of the 
power which was to. be exercised by the Sovereign over lhi 3 
Spiritual Courts.- Ho sooner therefore had the dissolution 
been announced than the Moderator requested permission to 


* Bumet, ii. 123. ;, Carsrairs Papers. 
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Hpeat. He was told tliat lie. was now merely a private ' 
person. As a private person lie requested a hearing, and 
protested, . in the ' name of his -.brethren, against the rojal 
mnandate. The rights he said, of the officers of the Church 
o meet and deliberate tonching her interests was derived 
from- her Divine Head, and was not dependent on the pleasure 
of the temporal magistrate. His brethren stood np, and by 
xn approving mnrmxir signified their concurrence in what 
their President had said. Before they retired they fixed a 
! day for .their next meeting.’^ It was indeed a very 'distant 
lay ; and when it came neither minister nor elder attended : 
for even the boldest members shrank from a complete rupture 
with the civil power. But, thongh there was not open war 
between the Church and the Government, they were estranged 
from each other, Jealous of each other, and afraid of each 
other. Ho progress had been made towards a reconciliation 
when the Estates met ; and which side the Estates would 
take might well be doubted. 

But the proceedings of this strange Parliament, in almost 
every one of its sessions, falsified all the predictions of poli- 
ticians. It had once been the most unmanageable of senates. 
It was now the most obsequious. Yet the old men had again 
met in the old hall. There were all the most noisy agitators 
of the club, with the exception of Montgomery, who was 
dying of want and of a broken heart in a garret far from his 
native land. There were the canting Eoss and the perfidious 
Aiiiiandale. There was Sir Patrick Hume, lately created a 
peer, and henceforth to be called Lord Polwarth, but still as 

- eloquent as when- his iiiterminahle declamations and disser- 
tations rained the expedition of Argyle. Hevertheless, the 
whole spirit of the Assembly had undergone a change. The 
members listened with profound respect to the royal letter, 
and returned an answer in reverential and affectionate lan- 

- guage. An extraordinary aid of a hundi-ed and fourteen 
thousand pounds sterling was granted to the Crown. Severe 
laws were enacted against the Jacobites. , The legislation on 

. ecclesiastical matters was as Erastian : as' William himself 
, could have desired. An Act- was . passed requiring all mmis- 
tors of the Established Church to swear fealty to their 
Majesties, and directing the General Assembly to receive. 

* Bpgistor of tlie Actings or Proceed- . fro.ra..'t1ie. Eeeords by tlie . Clerk ' thereof, 
iiigs of the General Assembly of tiie This interesting record was pri-uted for 
Chnreh nf Scotland, held at Eclinburgli, the first time in 1852. 
dan. 15. I69‘2j culicclcd and extracted ■ 
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into commtmioii those Episcopalian ministers, not yet <ie-* 
^ priyed, who shonld declare that they conformed to the Pres- 
byterian doctrine and discipline."^ IXay, the Estates carried 
adiolation so far as to make it their humble request to the 
King that he would be pleased to confer a Scotch peeraga 
on Ms ■ favourite Portland. TMs was indeed their chief 
petition. They did not ask for redress of a single grievance. 
They contented themselves with hinting in general teimis 
that there were abuses which reqnii’ed correction, and with 
referring the King for faller information to Ms own Ministers, 
the Lord High Commissioner and the Secretary of State, f 
There was one subject on which it may seem strange that 
even the most servile of Scottish Parliaments should have 
kept silence. More than a year had elapsed since the mas- 
sacre of Glencoe ; and it might have been expected that the 
whole assembly, peers, commissioners of shires, commis- 
sioners of bmrghs, would with one voice have demanded a 
strict investigation into that great crime. It is certain, 
however, that no motion for investigation was made. Tiie 
state of the Gaelic clans was indeed taken into considera- 
tion. A law was passed for the more effectual suppressing 
of depredations and outrages beyond the Higliland line ; and 
ill that law was inserted a special proviso rese.r?iiig to Mao „ 
Callum More his hereditary jurisdiction. But it does not 
appear, either from the public records of tlie proceedings of 
the Estates, or from those private letters in which Johnstone 
regularly gave Carstairs an account of what had passed, that 
any speaker made any allusion to the fate of Mae Ian and 
Mac lan^s tribe. J The only explanation of this extraordinary 
sHence seems to he that the public men who were assembled 
in the capital of Scotland knew little and eared little about 
the fate of a thieving tribe of Celts. The injured elan, 
bowed doTO^hy fear of the all powerful Campbells, and little 

- ^ Act. Pari. Scot., nine- 12. 1693. as follows: Arts tisetl to embr»nl mat- 

t Act. Pari. Scot., June 15. 1693. ters ■viith reference to the atfiiir of Gleii- 

'f The editor, of the Oarshdrs Papers coe.” Again, JohnstopeJii a letter written 
.was eridently very desirous, from what- some weeks later, complain* A tlnnt the 
. ever motive, to disguise this, most certain liberality and obsequiuiisness of tfic fe- 
iind'dlivious truth. He thereforej \vitli tates had not bt-on duly a|‘*prcidut,-iL 
.gross dishonesty, prefixed to some of ^^Nothingy he says, “Is to be done to 
^jhnstone’s . letters deseriptions which .gratify the Parliament, 1 mean that they 
may possibly impose on careless readers, %voiild have rt-ckuned a gr.if ififtition?* 
Fpi'.example, Johnstone wrote to Car- The editor’s accoiiid of the contents of 
sfairs*.Qn -the 18tli of April, before it was this* letter is as tbllows: Complains 
kiic^vn that the session would be a quiet ■. that the Parliamenf is not to be gratified 
One, “ All art s' have been used and will by an Inquiry into the nia&saere of 
be used to embroil matters.” The oditoFs ■ -Cllencoe.’* h, . 

account of the contents of this letter is 
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accustomed to resort to the constituted authorities of the 
kingdom for protection or redress, presented no petition to 
the Estates. The story of the butchery had been told at 
coffeehouses, but had been told in different ways; Very 
recently, one or two books, in which the facts were but too 
truly related, had come forth from the secret presses of 
London. But those books were not publicly exposed to sale. 
They bore the name of no responsible author. The Jacobite 
writers were, as a class, savagely malignant and utterly re- 
gardless of truth. Since the Macdonalds did not complain, 
a prudent man might naturally be unwilling to incur the 
displeasure of the King, of the ministers, and of the most 
powerM family in Scotland, by bringing forward an accusa- 
tion grounded on nothing but reports wandering from mouth 
to mouth, or pamphlets which no licenser had approved, to 
which no author had put his name, and which no bookseller 
ventured to place in his shopwindow. But whether this be 
or be not the true solution, it is certain that the Estates 
separated quietly after a session of two months, duxing which, 
as far as can now be discovered, the name of Glencoe was 
not once uttered in the Parliament House. 
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